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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Hawthorne, CA Accident Number: WPR21LA003

Date & Time: October 4, 2020, 09:35 Local Registration: N449WB

Aircraft: Evolution Revo Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted 
Under:

On October 4, 2020, about 0935 Pacific daylight time, a weight shift control (WSC) light sport airplane, 
commonly referred to as a “Trike,” N449WB, was substantially damaged when it was involved in an 
accident near Hawthorne, California. The pilot was fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 
14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

A witness was driving his vehicle near the Jack Northrop Field/Hawthorne Municipal Airport (HHR), 
Hawthorne, California, when he observed the airplane depart the runway and turned right at a height of 
about 500 ft above the ground (agl). Another witness and friend of the accident pilot was performing a 
preflight on his airplane when he saw the airplane takeoff from runway 25 and climb to about 30-40 ft 
agl before banking right. The airplane cleared the airport perimeter fence and continued to bank right 
until it was out of sight. Another witness watched the airplane depart the runway and soon after began a 
right banking turn. He watched as the pilot “pushed the steering to the right and banked harder to the 
right before flying into the drainage ditch.” The witness also stated that the engine was running the 
entire time that it was in flight. 

The pilot established communication with a controller and was cleared to depart runway 25 with left 
closed traffic. Preliminary flight track data shows the airplane depart from the runway and veer slightly 
left of centerline then began a right turn before dropping off of radar. There were no other airplanes 
departing or arriving during the time of the accident. The last aircraft that departed the runway was 15 
minutes prior to the accident flight.

The airplane impacted trees and two rows of fencing before impacting the wall of a drainage ditch north 
of the airport, about 1/4-mile northwest of the departure end of runway 25.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Evolution Registration: N449WB

Model/Series: Revo Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: No

Operator: Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: HHR,65 ft msl Observation Time: 08:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 0 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 22°C /19°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:  / , 

Lowest Ceiling: Visibility: 8 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.86 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed:

Departure Point: Hawthorne, CA Destination: Hawthorne, CA 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, 
Longitude:

33.92385,-118.3311 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Swick, Andrew

Additional Participating Persons: Christopher Cruz; FAA-FSDO; Las Angeles, CA
Larry Mednick; Evolution Aircraft Inc.; FL

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.


