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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Gina Channell-Allen

Back to school: A real education
 Budget cuts. Unions. Contracts. Layoffs. Defi cit.

 Vocabulary lessons are a little different for young students today. Larger class 

sizes, fewer extracurricular activities, fundraising and ballot measures are giving 

people of all ages and at all stages in life a real education in school fi nances. 

Regardless of whether you have children or grandchildren in the school district — 

or worry about the value of your home — the fi nancial health and funding of our 

school district is a concern for everyone. 

 This month’s Views looks at going back to school, but not the latest fashion 

trends or who is starting on the high school football team. We examine how the 

economic downturn in our nation and the resulting budget cuts are directly affecting 

the students, parents, teachers and administrators in our district. 

 Next month Views magazine will take a hiatus and you can look forward to 

our annual resource guide, INFO San Ramon Valley. This popular issue has all the 

information you need to live, work and play in Alamo, Blackhawk, Danville, Diablo 

and San Ramon. 

 Enjoy the Views.

© 2010 by Embarcadero Media. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.



HEARTLAND DANVILLE Antiques & Art Faire
APPRAISAL CLINIC AT THE MUSEUM OF SRV

 
 

E



Another hidden cost
 When we consider the cost of education the focus is usu-

ally on teachers, materials and facilities. But there is another 

cost to consider: In this high-achieving area, are our children 

being forced to pay too high a price to live up to our expec-

tations? We all want our offspring to reach their potential 

and succeed fi nancially. But let’s not forget the importance 

of learning to take time to smell the roses — to appreciate 

beauty and to leave our minds open for new ideas. These at-

tributes are what makes a life journey worth taking.

 We keep hearing how overwhelmed teens are these days, 

taking AP classes, volunteering so it will look good on 

their college applications, and taking preparation courses 

for SATs. When did these SAT prep classes begin? Isn’t the 

Scholastic Aptitude Test supposed to indicate what college 

would be the best fi t for a student? Will scoring high land 

someone in a university that, although prestigious, might 

not be the best match?

 As the fi lm “Race to Nowhere” documents, students are 

stressed in our achievement-obsessed culture. It’s already 

pretty easy around here to develop a feeling of inadequacy 

as everyone else can seem cleverer, better looking and more 

well off.

 What’s new with this generation is the fast pace introduced 

by increasing technology. When was the last time our teens 

spent even a few hours without texting or emailing? How can 

young minds evolve when they don’t have time to renew? 

 Today’s students won’t only have each other as competi-

tion; they will have to compete in the global economy. It’s 

our job as parents, a school district and a society to prepare 

students for fulfi lling lives as well as fi nancially stable fu-

tures. Just how do we do this and make sure we don’t apply 

too much pressure? Even if we don’t have all the answers, 

we must discuss the questions.

 With preschoolers the emphasis is on self-esteem. As they 

learn on Sesame Street: “I love you just the way you are.” 

We have to carry this through to the teen years, keeping our 

expectations realistic. 
—Our Views are just that as we explore subjects that pique 

our interest. What are your views? Let us know at:
views@DanvilleExpress.com

views@SanRamonExpress.com

OUR VIEWS
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 Parents, get out your checkbooks — it’s back-to-school time.

 Free — that is, tax-supported education — has been a basic te-

net of American life since the early 1800s, but over the years, the 

defi nition of “free” seems to have been watered down.

 Parents in the San Ramon Valley Unifi ed School District 

know their donations are optional, but as they come to pick 

up school packets during registration, they also know to come 

with credit cards and checks in hand.

 Before classes started, parents at California High School in 

San Ramon, for example, were asked to contribute $250 per 

student for the school’s education fund. That’s in addition to 

another $210 to cover a package of basics — yearbook, T-shirt, 

admission to sporting events and discounts for dances. Parents 

of seniors were asked to pay $305.

 Other donation requests at Cal High included $15 for technol-

ogy, to help pay for hardware and supplies; a suggested donation 

of $15 for the library, to offset the cost of books and mainte-

nance; and a $10 suggested donation for earthquake prepared-

ness, to cover water, food, a fl ashlight and blanket. Students 

must have a $5 lock obtained from the school — they’ll cut off 

any non-approved locks — and a $5 school “loop” needed to 

communicate online with teachers. A gym uniform runs $25 to 

Blackhawk Gal-
lery is operated 
by the Alamo 
Danville Artists’ 
Society, featur-
ing local profes-
sional member 
artists working in 
watercolor, oils, 
acrylics, pastels, 
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and sculpture. 

ADAS is a non-profit corporation which donates a percentage of 
its sales to the San Ramon Valley school arts programs.
Come in often to see our ever-changing exhibits (6 all new ex-
hibits per year) and join us for our popular wine and appetizer 
receptions. You will appreciate the outstanding value and quality 
of the art.

Located in Blackhawk Plaza
3461 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville

925-648-8023  www.adas4art.org

THE ROSE GARDEN

www.rosegardenshops.com

Located at the intersection of  
Sycamore Valley Rd  

and Camino Ramon in Danville

From apparel & accessories to restaurants & cafes  
this community gathering place has it all! 
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Chris Reichenbach, the parent of a third-grader at Neil Armstrong Elementary School in    
depending on the options he chooses during enrollment.

Costs can add up quickly 
but parents seem happy 
to foot the bill

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

Back to School: The changing face of education

The high price 

of a ‘free’ 
education
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$50. Textbooks for language classes run from 

$20 to $50.

 That’s not counting the additional costs 

if the student is involved in a sport, for 

example, that could run another $50 to $100. 

The same applies to band and choir.

 That also doesn’t count money for the 

academic booster club, or other boosters for 

various clubs and teams or the PTSA. Nor 

does it include back-to-school clothes or that 

new backpack/cell phone/iPod a student 

may want to keep up with his or her peers.

 On registration day, Cal High parents 

seemed happy to foot the bill.

 Dianne Knudsen, whose daughter Shan-

nen is a senior, said she understands that 

schools, now more than ever, need the 

money.

 “You want to be able to help out the 

science department, the library, the music 

department,” she said.

 Pointing to requests for donations in-

cluded in the packet, she ran through a few 

of the items:

 “That’s to reduce the class size and for 

technology,” Knudsen said, pointing out that 

PTSA membership is $12 per parent and $6 

for a student, “plus donations.”

 She estimated it will cost another $300 to 

$500 for back-to-school clothes, “with shoes 

and all.”

 Jane Stone, who moved here from Eng-

land, where education is, well, free, said she 

accepts the extra expenses as a fact of life.

 “I think the schools don’t get enough 

money. I don’t think the teachers get paid 

enough. Teachers and schools are our to-

morrow. If we don’t pay,” she said, “there’s 

going to be natural consequences of this.”

 At nearby Neil Armstrong Elementary, 

donations go directly to the classroom. The 

suggested donation is $185 for kindergar-

ten, $100 for grades one and two, and $110 

for grades three through five, with an extra 

$200 requested for a fourth-grade Academic 

Talent Program (ATP) class.

 “School enrichment supplies” for the 

school’s computer lab, science lab and the 

office are $10 apiece. Students can “adopt a 

book” for another $10 per book. PTA mem-

bership is $15 per person and $20 per family, 

with a directory of other PTA members an 

extra $10. Yearbooks are going for $25, and 

emergency kits are another $5.

 The academic booster club’s requested 

donation is $250 for the first child and $150 

each additional child.

 Here, as at Cal High, parents seemed 

happy to pay. But some, like Annemarie 

Ragland, are unhappy with decisions made 

by the school board. Ragland, who’s attend-

ed board meetings, dislikes “the bureaucracy 

and red tape,” and said the board could do a 

better job of deciding where to spend money.

 “There’s all these seemingly unnecessary 

things that have a price to them,” she said.

 But Ragland, who has a son in kindergar-

ten and one in first grade, qualified her criti-

cism of the school district, saying, “I really 

don’t think the cost is that high,” and point-

ing out, “For me, this is a lot less expensive 

than preschool was.”

 Chris Reichenbach, with a boy in third 

grade, comes from Pennsylvania, where 

schools build a budget then bill homeowners 

directly. 

 “My big joke is public education isn’t free 

any more,” he said. “To me, if you want to 

pay for education, you go to private school.”

 But, like Ragland, he qualified his criticism.

 “Do I mind paying? No, because I believe 

it’s necessary,” Reichenbach said.

 In fact, on this day no parents questioned at 

Cal High or Neil Armstrong had any strong 

objection to the costs of a free education.

 Money is not coming in from the state and 

after all, as the saying goes, you get what 

you pay for. ■

GLENN WOHLTMANN

   San Ramon, fills out a form and gets ready to write a check. Voluntary donations at the school could top $465, 

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM AND SANRAMONEXPRESS.COM



BY EMILY WEST

Back to School: The changing face of education

 The 2010-11 budget for the San Ramon Valley Unified School 

District was approved by the end of the fiscal year in June, but 

not without its share of assumptions, including the need for 

millions of dollars in cuts through 2012-13. 

 Some of the assumptions include counting four furlough 

days, resulting in $3 million in savings per year, through the 

2012-13 school year. These concessions, however, have yet to 

be negotiated. Also assumed are administrative concessions, 

with $263,756 in reduced salaries for 2010-11; $828,946 in 2011-

12; and $503,946 in 2012-13.

 The state’s May budget revision still includes a negative 

COLA (cost of living adjustment), that results in a loss of 

about $25 in per-student funding, based on an enrollment 

of 27,482. A positive COLA is projected, but not promised, in 

the upcoming years — 2.1 percent in 2011-12 and 2.4 percent 

in 2012-13. 

 Scheduled budget cuts are estimated at $1.9 million in 2011-

12 and $11.7 million in 2012-13. The significant reductions in 

2012-13 are partly attributed to the loss in revenue due to the 

elimination of the K-3 class-size reduction flexibility, resulting 

in a loss of $5 million.

 There are some positive notes, including federal stimu-

lus dollars that added $317,946 for the 2010-11 budget. The 

district also received a one-time $299,296 rebate from the 

county, which will be used in the upcoming school year 

to help offset the 9 percent ($220,747) increase in workers 

compensation. In addition, the state is still allowing some 

flexibility in certain mandated categorical spending, with the 

district planning to use about $3.4 million to avoid program 

reductions. 

 On the expenditures side, the approved budget includes 

salary schedule increases as well as a 12 percent increase in 

health and welfare that will take effect in December. ■

School budget 
includes more cuts 
through 2012-13

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM AND SANRAMONEXPRESS.COM



Back to School: The changing face of education

 While other schools in California are facing what San 

Ramon school Superintendent Steve Enoch calls a “double 

whammy” — drops in both enrollment and state funding — 

the student population here is still going up.

 “When you’re growing, there is what I call a ‘growth bo-

nus,’” Enoch said. “You receive a little more in growth money 

than you do in costs.”

 Enoch explained that the district is adding about 500 students 

a year, down from the 1,000-student increase of recent years.

 “We think that’s a safe number for us — it always makes us 

a little nervous to project enrollment because you build a staff 

and budget around it, and if they don’t show up, that can be 

problematic,” he said

      Although the San Ramon Valley Unified School District 

still has to hire more teachers and more personnel for the extra 

500, thanks to economies of scale, those new students are 

helping schools get by.

 “It doesn’t offset the kind of cuts we’ve seen from the state of 

California but it’s better than going the other way,” Enoch said.

 Enoch said most of the district’s growth is in Dougherty Valley.

 “There’s a fair amount of building going on there,” he said. 

“One of our schools, Quail Run, you used to drive to it. When 

I first came here, I thought, ‘That’s kind of odd, it sits in the 

middle of a big, open space.’ No longer. It’s been surrounded 

by homes and apartments.”

 Even with the added enrollment, and perhaps in part be-

cause of it, the district has had to make adjustments.

 “We’ve raised class sizes, particularly in grades K-3, kin-

dergarten through third grade,” Enoch said. “As with almost 

every other school district, we’re going to be up to 26 to 1, and 

a couple of years ago we were at 20 students per teacher.”

 He said plans in place for next year call for a 28-1 ratio.

 While rumors have circulated recently about the possible 

closing of Alamo Elementary School, Enoch said that’s not only 

untrue, but if any schools were going to be closed, Alamo El-

ementary wouldn’t be on the list because it is located in an area 

that would make it difficult for other schools to fill the gap. ■

District still growing by about 500 students a year

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

Increased enrollment 
helps soften economic 
blow to district

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM AND SANRAMONEXPRESS.COM
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 It would be understandable if the mind 

went immediately to technology when 

considering the future of schools in the 21st 

century, especially given the technology 

that’s come about in the last 25 years or so: 

Cell phones, personal computers and even 

fax machines are all relatively recent devel-

opments.

 That’s doubly so in light of the advances 

that technology has given us. The Internet 

has replaced the need for encyclopedias. 

Word processing has replaced handwritten 

reports. Email and social media have made 

communication instantaneous. Maps may 

become obsolete, given GPS navigation, and 

even books are being threatened by new 

technologies.

 In the San Ramon Valley Unified School 

District, applying those advances, tracking 

new developments and putting them to work 

in the classroom is the job of Technology 

Director Bruce Chmieleski.

 The district is integrating a model being 

developed by companies across the country 

to decide what kids will need to know to 

compete in a global environment, com-

panies that range from Adobe to the Walt 

Disney Co.

 Chmieleski says core subjects — the ones 

everyone learns in school, such as English, 

math, social studies, writing, languages and 

science — will remain the top priorities. Those 

are things he says everyone needs to know, 

but district schools are learning to weave new 

themes into them, like global awareness, and 

financial, economic and business literacy. 

Civic, health and environmental awareness 

are part of the package, too.

 Beyond that, new horizons are opening 

up, and it’s Chmieleski’s job to stay ahead of 

the curve.

 “To move civilization forward and move 

the culture forward, it requires a broader 

understanding, that’s what the 21st century 

skills are all about,” he said. “The chal-

lenge for us is how to teach kids to be critical 

thinkers.”

 He said tomorrow’s students will have to 

learn new information, communication and 

technology skills to navigate in a digital world.

 They’ll need to learn new ways of learn-

ing, too, with increased attention on creativ-

ity, problem solving, communication and 

collaboration.

 Chmieleski said schools will also have to 

adapt, to teach kids that are used to two-

second scenes on television shows.

 “There’s challenges to every education 

system to bring that kind of dynamic world 

to the kid, to make things attractive and 

engaging, because if they’re not engaged, 

they’re not very motivated,” he said.

 The district is already using up-to-date 

technology in its classrooms, with students 

in some science classes teleconferencing 

with scientists from Lawrence Livermore 

National Lab via projection TV. Chmieleski 

can envision teleconferences with forest 

rangers talking about the environment with-

out the need for a field trip. 

 If, say, there’s a discussion about World 

War II, a class may decide to contact an 

expert. A class may start a dialogue with 

another classroom anywhere in the world.

 “That kind of flexibility is where things 

should be going,” Chmieleski said.

 The district has some model rooms dubbed 

the Classroom 2.0 project where Chmieleski 

said there’s a projection system “to make 

things big and bring kids into the frame. 

You’ve got a good quality sound system.”

 Chmieleski also wants a one-to-one com-

puting ratio where every student has access to 

a computer. That, he says, will require changes 

to school infrastructure, creating enough 

bandwidth not only for computers but for 

smart phones and other handheld devices.

 Students may have e-books customized 

for them someday, and there might be what 

Chmieleski calls a flexible environment, “so 

that you’re not locked in to having these 

structured desks that don’t move around.” It 

could mean desks and chairs on wheels, or 

San Ramon Valley schools 
gear up for the future
Creativity, problem solving, communication, 
collaboration will be key

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

Students in Christy Tyler’s seventh-grade science class at San     
from scientists Karis McFarlane and John Knezovich (shown on     
Laboratories’ Center for Accelerator Mass Spectrometry. Assisting     
for the San Ramon Valley Unified School District.

Back to School: The changing face of education
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lightweight tables that can be quickly moved to form new work 

groups or stacked out of the way entirely.

 “That allows you to do different forms of collaboration 

very quickly, rather than having all kids in the standard seat-

ing structure,” he said. “The nature of education is going to 

be less of this structured one class that’s going to be meet-

ing for 18 weeks, with one teacher. You’re going to fi nd more 

personalization and individualization. There’s going to be 

more online learning and self-paced stuff ... I suspect in the 

future you won’t see six-period-a-day high school, where you 

say, ‘Here’s your schedule.’ You’ll see more dynamic schedul-

ing than that.”

 This new world will require a new breed of teachers, and 

Chmieleski admits there will be holdouts.

 “They’ll come along, or they’ll eventually retire,” he said. 

But he noted, “I’ve seen some people who didn’t see the value 

in technology stuff, they like things the standard way, they’ve 

dialed in, it’s all great — and then, all of a sudden, there’s a 

piece of something that comes along, and they go, ‘Wow.’

 “I’ve seen things that light them up when they’re burnt out 

or tired.” ■

PHOTO COURTESY LLNL

   Ramon’s Gale Ranch Middle School answer questions about carbon dating 
   screen) during a live broadcast provided by Lawrence Livermore National 
   with the program is Stan Hitomi, who was then math and science coordinator 

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM AND SANRAMONEXPRESS.COM
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 It has been wisely noted that money rarely 

goes to those who need it most; rather it tends 

to wind up in the hands of those individuals 

who best understand the process of acquir-

ing it. Amid the recent recession, colleges are 

paying greater attention to their bottom lines, 

and so should you. Trust me, the institutions 

where a student enrolls will not ask if you can 

afford to pay back your debt. Too often fami-

lies go with lenders who will underwrite big 

loans without any idea of whether their child 

will even graduate much less land a job with 

enough earning power to pay back the debt. 

Does this have a familiar ring? It should. 

It is hauntingly similar to those unscrupu-

lous mortgage lenders who did not educate 

borrowers nor verify incomes. Graduating 

with six figures’ worth of debts is becoming 

increasingly common, and generally there is 

no bankruptcy option for student loans.

 This is the reality: The sticker price for a 

bachelor’s degree from a prestigious private 

college is running more than a quarter of a 

million dollars and rising. By comparison a 

four-year degree for in-state residents at a 

public university might run approximately 

$100,000. Although tuition is lower, room and 

board and other costs are essentially what 

they are at private schools. These figures do 

not include clothing, summer programs and 

off-campus activities. The bottom line is that 

this can be the single largest investment most 

families will make aside from their home. If 

a family has more than one child to educate, 

the numbers multiply accordingly. 

 If you are still preparing for the college 

years, my advice is to start getting educated 

now about financial aid. And if you are go-

ing to college and signing promissory notes 

this fall, then it is important to listen up.

■ Get in touch with the financial aid office at 

your college. Prospective students can learn 

a great deal from a financial aid counselor. 

Ask to go through your award letter, one 

step at a time. There is only so much infor-

mation that can be written on a single sheet, 

and you can glean much additional informa-

tion. Award letters are adorned with jargon. 

Subsidized, unsubsidized, origination fees, 

loan repayment, student contribution, work/

study and much more are examples of ter-

minology you should understand and how it 

specifically relates to you.

■ Ask the college what increase to expect 

in tuition, fees, and room and board. Since 

this will be an estimate, one clue is to find 

out how much these costs rose at your col-

lege over the past few years. Then apply that 

increase to your projected college costs.

■ Figure out the FAFSA and apply for federal 

funds first. Be sure to apply for financial aid 

each year by completing the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and any 

other forms required by your college. Low in-

terest, federally funded loans are still the best 

buy out there and are available to everyone 

regardless of ability to pay. The three main 

reasons students do not get them is because 

they think they don’t qualify, they do not 

put in the effort necessary to apply, and they 

don’t adhere to hard and fast deadlines. 

■ Think about debt as a claim on your future 

earnings. It is similar to indentured ser-

vitude — a term you may recall from your 

history textbook. Your education can be a 

sound investment, but you need to decide 

how much debt is reasonable. This answer 

depends in part on your major and poten-

tial career path. One helpful formula uses 

the 10 percent rule. Monthly loan repay-

ments should not exceed 10 percent of your 

expected earnings. Projecting an 8 percent 

interest rate return, every $1,000 you borrow 

will cost you roughly $12 a month to repay 

over a 10-year timespan. Using the current 

national average debt for a college graduate 

of $21,000, you would face a monthly pay-

ment of about $252. On a salary of $30,000 

a year, you would have a monthly income of 

roughly $2,500 and be right at the 10 percent 

threshold. But if you were to accumulate 

$35,000 in debt and face payments of $400 

per month you would have to make $50,000 

at your first job.

■ One surefire way to reduce the need for 

loans is to work during the summer and part-

time during the academic year. Finding a good 

paying summer job related to your potential 

career path is hard, but far from impossible. It 

is easier if you start searching early. Use leads 

and connections and check out all programs 

and internships posted by your college and 

elsewhere. The most successful are those who 

start searching right after winter break. You 

will learn punctuality, responsibility and how 

to be part of a team, and will build a profes-

sional network as you put some extra money 

in your wallet. Not a bad deal.

 Your goal should be to graduate with as 

small a debt as possible and one that is within 

your ability to pay back promptly. Choosing a 

school that you can afford, reducing unneces-

sary expenses, and earning money as you go 

are the basic steps to a personal finance plan. 

Learning and acting on these basics now will 

help to ensure that the college degree you 

earn will be your chance at a better future.

 Resources: www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov 

is a source of federal student aid informa-

tion, and www.finaid.org is one of the most 

comprehensive sources of student financial 

aid information, advice and tools. For a stu-

dent’s guide to personal finance and money 

management, visit www.gocollege.com. 

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is an  
educational consultant and certified  

college admission advisor in Lafayette.

Doing College
Don’t Let A College Education Bury You in Debt BY ELIZABETH LASCALA

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM AND SANRAMONEXPRESS.COM

Got questions? 
Elizabeth LaScala wil be taking your college-
related questions to be featured in a Q&A 
series starting online Sept. 6. Call her at 891-
4491 or email elizabeth@doingcollege.com.



925-837-6660 

 Slice of Pizza
11am - 4pm

Cheese or Pepperoni

$2.00
(925) 831-3600
190-D Alamo Plaza in Alamo
(next to the Brass Bear Deli)

KNEES

ANKLES

FEET

NECK

SHOULDERS

BACK

HIPS

WHERE DOES 
IT HURT?

Certified Pedorthist on Staff

Wherever the pain is, we can help!

Foot Solutions has just what you need for:

www.footsolutions.com/alamo

Bring in this ad for  
$10 off a $100 purchase.
Valid only in Alamo through 9/30/10.

Not valid with other offers.

 The popular Alamo Music and Wine Festival is 

back Saturday, Sept. 11, at Alamo Plaza, sponsored 

by the Alamo Rotary Club. Families can enjoy 

entertainment from local bands, as well as a play 

zone plus food, wine and beer booths.

 San Ramon Valley and Monte Vista high schools 

concert and jazz bands and Stone Valley Middle 

School’s jazz band will perform. Popular Bay Area 

band Slim Chance will take the stage from 4 to 7 

p.m. — with the Alamo Elementary School choir 

performing during the break at 5 p.m. — before 

headliners the Fabulous Cruise Tones perform 

from 8 to 11 p.m. 

 The play zone area, presented by the Mt. Diablo 

Regional YMCA and the Alamo Improvement As-

sociation, opens at 1 p.m., with activities including 

a wheel of fortune, ring toss, rock climbing wall, 

Dance Dance Revolution and Guitar Hero. There will 

be not one but two bounce houses, one for young-

sters ages 8 and under and the other for older kids.

 What would a music and wine festival be with-

out good food? Food booths will offer dinner from 

5:30 to 8 p.m. featuring local restaurants Forli’s, 

Faz, Maggierays, and Don Jose’s. Tickets are $12. 

The Alamo Rotary will be selling hot dogs, burg-

ers and chips at affordable prices. 

 Select wines will be come from Cline Cellars 

and the Jacuzzi Family Vineyard. Beer and soft 

drinks also will be available. 

 After much anticipation, the Alamo 2010 Citizen 

of the Year will be named. Nominees must demon-

strate a unique commitment to the Alamo com-

munity and beyond. The award was fi rst given to 

Dr. Russ Miller in 1985 and last year’s recipient was 

Sheriff’s Offi ce Deputy Elmer Glasser. 

Alamo Music & Wine Festival
28th annual event includes local bands, kids activities, food and drinks, and more

SEE MUSIC & WINE FESTIVAL ON PAGE 19



215 Alamo Plaza Ste E  |  Alamo (next to Sage) 925.837.1234

Wednesdays: Open Mic

Thursdays: Wine Tasting

Fridays and Saturdays: Live Music

All begins at 6 pm! And...

Night Life  at

Experience 

Buy one glass of wine receive one free 

(of lesser value) with purchase of a food item.

 Expires September 30, 2010

©
 2010 A

lam
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ak Tree Plaza LLC
., A

lam
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A
  94507

Alamo
Alterations

855-9030
Suite J

Alamo
Flower Co.

838-1456
www.AlamoFlowerCompany.com

Alamo
Nails

362-9333
Suite K

Metro PCS
Unlimited Wireless

743-2750
Suite H

Papa
Murphy’s

855-8811
www.PapaMurphys.com

Kumon
Math & Reading

552-8187
www.Kumon.com

Classy
Cleaners

820-3205
Suite A

Ciao Bella
Salon

362-4562
Suites L, M & N

UPS
Store

743-1774
www.TheUPSStoreLocal.com/0882

Tans
Plus

855-7322
www.TheTansPlus.com

Supercuts

855-9030
www.Supercuts.com

Home of the
Annual Chamber
Tree Lighting

Home of the
Annual Chamber
Tree Lighting

2009: Elmer Glasser
2008: Alisa Corstorphine
2007: Chris Suter
2006: Don Morton
2005: Mike Gibson
2004: Greg Schuyler
2003: Rick James
2002: Claudia Waldron
2001: Diane Barley
2000: John Henderson
1999: Richard Delfosse
1998: Karen McPherson
1997: Joan Benbow

1996: Russ Hagerstrand
1995: Bruce Marhenke
1994: Mark Kahn
1993: Virgie Jones
1992: Claudia Mauzy Nemir
1991: Wanda Lognecker
1990: Bob Myhre
1989: Joan Buchanan
1988: Andrew Young
1987: Brian Theissen
1986: “Dr. Don” Rose
1985: Dr. Russ Miller

Festival schedule
1-1:30 p.m.: San Ramon Valley High School band

1:45 to 2:15 p.m.: Monte Vista High School band

2:30-3 p.m.: San Ramon Valley High School jazz band

3:15-3:45 p.m.: Stone Valley Middle School jazz band

4-7 p.m.: Slim Chance Blues and Rhythm Review

5-5:20 p.m.: Alamo Elementary School choir 
(during Slim Chance break)

7-7:15 p.m.: 9/11 remembrance 

7:15-7:45 p.m.: Rotary Citizen of the Year announcement 
and drawing

8-11 p.m.: Fabulous Cruise Tones

Past Alamo Citizens of the Year



Welcome to 
Don  Jose’s 
 Restaurant

Don Jose’s is a great place 
to have a dining experience 
with family and friends, to 
enjoy the best “Margaritas” 
in town, Sizzling Fajitas, 
Chimichangas, our own 
invention “The Malinchi”, 
our traditional Mexican 
Enchiladas and many more 
delicious specialty dishes.

Since 1974 we’ve been providing our Customers 
with the Best Mexican Food, made with the freshest 
ingredients, in a family dining atmosphere.

ALAMO PET STORE
(925) 838-3828

170-A Alamo Plaza, Alamo 
www.alamopetstore.com

All of our pets are rescues or  
captive bred. 

We support environmental education 
through local school presentations,  

our student volunteer program  
and our website.

Providing high quality products, competitive 
pricing, and excellent customer service  

is our hallmark. At Alamo Pet Store,  
we view pets as members of the family.

$10 OFF 10% OFF

NATURAL BALANCE 
ULTRA 30lb

NATURAL BALANCE 
Duck, Reduced Calorie & Bison 30lb

Visit us for one stop pets & pet supplies. 

Not valid with any other offers.  
Offer valid while supplies last. 

Visit us for one stop pets & pet supplies. 

Not valid with any other offers.  
Offer valid while supplies last. 

 

 Prizes in this year’s drawing include:

 Tickets are $5 or fi ve for $20 and win-

ners do not need to be present to win. 

Purchase them at the festival, from any 

Alamo Rotary member, or at the Rotary 

table at the Danville farmers market. 

 While the festival is meant to be a 

fun, community event, it also serves as a 

fundraiser to support the philanthropic 

activities of the Alamo Rotary Club. A 

large portion of the proceeds is donated 

to music education at Alamo Elementary, 

Rancho Romero Elementary, Stone Valley 

Middle, Monte Vista High, San Ramon 

Valley High and the Lucille Mauzy 

schools. Last year, more than $40,000 

was raised at the festival. 

 This year’s sponsors are the R. Jean and 

James D. Taylor Foundation, Tidewater Inc., 

Wells Fargo, John Muir Health Foundation, 

Alamo Ace Hardware, Alamo Chamber of 

Commerce, Alamo Improvement Associa-

tion, Alamo Plaza, Bach Group at Morgan 

Stanley, Oak Tree Plaza, RINA Accoun-

tancy, Stone Valley Center, A1 Party Rental, 

Allied Waster Services, Waste Management 

and Ostrosky Enterprises. To learn more, 

visit www.alamorotary.org. 

—Emily West

ALAMO ROTARY

Music, wine and food are integral components of the Alamo Music & Wine Festival, taking place Sept. 11 at Alamo Plaza

MUSIC & WINE FESTIVAL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM
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 If there’s one item Elegant Clutter always 

has in stock, it’s mirrors. The latest trend is 

huge mirrors, called “leaners” because they 

are leaned against a wall, too heavy to hang.

 “They make the room look bigger and 

make a big ‘Wow!’ statement,” said Mary 

Burczyk , owner of Elegant Clutter in the 

Livery in Danville. “We have a hard time 

keeping them on the floor.”

 Burczyk just returned from a home decor 

and gift show in Atlanta and the furniture 

market in High Point, N.C., where she 

viewed the latest in furniture, new styles 

and decor items. She reported that colors 

are returning to reds and warm jewel tones, 

such as golden eggplant, golden chocolate 

brown and burnished red.

 “Those are colors we think are comforting 

and are comfortable to live with,” she said. 

“They let you experiment with blues and 

creams.”

 She pointed out that using these colors 

in some fabrics, such as linen, makes them 

suitable year-round.

 “Aqua and brown, or aqua and taupe are 

nice because aqua is lighter and can lift the 

coloration in a room,” she noted.

 Elegant Clutter has areas of its showroom 

decorated like rooms, which Burczyk calls 

vignettes.

 “We will do a vignette using the colors 

and styles we saw,” she said. “We want to 

capture what goes in customers’ homes.”

 Today’s trends are influenced by the 

economy, she noted. 

 “While people may not be buying whole 

rooms, they will buy a mirror, a print and a 

Mirror, mirror 
on the wall
Huge leaning mirrors make a 
statement in today’s homes

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

HOME & GARDEN

SEE MIRROR MIRROR ON PAGE 23



Fence & Deck Restoration
Chain Link & Vinyl

Arbors & Trellises
Ornamental Iron

Retaining Walls
Fences & Decks

575 Boulder Court, Pleasanton
License #771763

B orgFence.com

925.426.9620

with any job over 100 linear feet of fence.  
Value of $165 (excludes vinyl & iron gates)

          Expires 9-30-10 - not valid with other offers.

SPECIAL OFFER
FREE Single Gate



lamp, which can change the whole look of 

a room for not very much money,” Burczyk 

explained. “We always keep these in our 

inventory.”

 Folks are also becoming more creative 

in with how they use their accoutrements, 

especially in the kitchen where granite and 

marble countertops and islands blend well 

with a variety of accent pieces.

 “People are bringing in different shapes, 

pieces you thought would have been in the 

family or living room, such as a really beau-

tiful pot for utensils,” Burczyk said. “People 

are being more imaginative — it’s a sign of 

the times.”

 “While the market for new homes is 

down, some people are doing a lot of remod-

eling and downsizing,” she added. “We keep 

an eye on what’s new and what will work for 

our customers.”

 Burczyk said another trend is “distressed” 

furniture.

 “It looks like it had a life before you bought 

it,” she explained. “It comes in warm, normal 

wood tones and also French gray, like a limed 

light grayish wood. That goes very well with 

linen fabrics in natural colors.”

 Area rugs are becoming even more popu-

lar, she said.

 “Over the years, area rugs were not as 

imaginative as they could be, but because so 

many went to hardwood fl oors, we now have 

more choices,” Burczyk said. “They are cut-

ting wool to create textures and patterns.”

 The Atlanta show emphasized that “big 

pieces” are coming back.

 “We have big ceramic pieces in warm col-

ors, and we also saw a lot more transitional 

pieces — bright shiny silver and tarnished 

gold,” she said. “Typically bright silver are 

slightly more modern. The gold had an aged 

look, from bowls and trays and boxes and 

little accoutrements for the mantle.”

 Burczyk observed that homes in the San 

Ramon Valley have a lot of sunlight, and Tus-

can and Spanish styling is popular. Contem-

porary furnishings people might have used 

when they lived in smaller urban settings 

give way to more comfortable furnishings.

 “Here people have big homes and big 

rooms,” she remarked.

 The country kitchen remains popular, she 

said, with reds and browns. And roosters are 

still a favorite. ■

$5
Off

With purchase  
of $20.00 or more. 
Regular priced items with ad. 

Exp. 9-30-10

Where Home Decor Begins...

(925) 462-0814

Clover Creek
Gifts & Home Accents

2010

 Home Decor

 Unique Gifts

 Candles & Cards

 Silk Flowers

 Bath & Body

 Garden

252 ain treet, owntown leasanton

15% OFF
ANY FOUNTAIN

PURCHASE
with this ad

Expires 9/30/10

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Aqua paired with brown can lift the coloration in a 
room, says Mary Burczyk of Elegant Clutter in Danville.

HOME & GARDEN

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM
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Downtown Danville • 375 Hartz Avenue • 925.837.DEAL (3325)
Downtown Pleasanton • 719 Main Street • 925.426.SAVE (7283)

SAVE 50% TO 75% OFF ASHTON FINE ART

Quantities are limited. The Art shown may not be available at time of printing 
but many other similar items will be on sale.

Ashton art is custom built by hand using high quality frames, 
designer textured mat boards, and wood filet accent trim. 

Ashton offers cutting-edge designs, the largest selection of 
prints and mirrors, and unparalleled quality.

EXTRA 25% OFF
Ashton Fine Arts

Coupon Required. May not be used  
with other promotions or on furniture.

EXP. 9/30/10

Over 20 years of 
Exceptional Customer Service
Highest Quality Products
Great Selection

We also do...
■ Custom Draperies

■ Motorization Experts

■ Repairs

Showroom and Factory

located at 4225 Stanley Blvd

near Downtown Pleasanton

Contractors License #904282  ■  www.window-ology.com  ■  925.462.1207

Open through 

Sept. 18, it will 

include canning 

and gardening 

demonstrations 

on Saturdays

Victory Gardens,
1940s kitchens featured 

in museum exhibit

HOME & G



 With many families choosing again to grow their own food in 

a family garden, the Museum of the San Ramon Valley is taking 

it back to the time of Victory Gardens with their latest exhibit. 

During World War II, home gardens lessened the pressure on 

the public food supply and indirectly aided the war effort. 

 In the San Ramon Valley as well, the museum reports that 

1940s kitchens “became a beehive of activity where corn, peas, 

beans, tomatoes and carrots all made their way from crop to 

kettle into sculpted glass jars to be stored in pantries and cel-

lars, sustaining families through the winter.”

 One of these kitchens is on display at the museum, located at 

205 Railroad Ave. in Danville, through Sept. 18. On Saturday, 

Sept. 11, ladies with a passion for canning will give demonstra-

tions to visitors. 

 A garden in front of the museum has been planted by local 

master gardeners, who will present planting tips and ideas 

Sept. 4 and 18. Crops grown in the museum garden will be col-

lected and donated weekly to a local food bank. 

 Also featured in the exhibit is a potting shed with tools from 

the past, information on WWII in the San Ramon Valley and 

people’s memories of the Port Chicago disaster in 1944.

 For more information, visit www.museumsrv.org or call 837-

3750. Admission is $3 for guests and is free for museum members. 

—Emily West
*Energy savings based on inside-mounted shades in all windows. Savings vary with such factors as specific Architella fabric, window 
R-value and climate. For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a salesperson or check out the Manufac-
turer’s Certification Statement and FAQs at hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. Consult a 
tax professional regarding your individual tax situation and ability to claim a tax credit related to the purchase of the qualifying Duette 
Architella honeycomb shades with Architella fabric. © 2009 Hunter Douglas. ® Registered trademark of Hunter Douglas.

430 Sycamore Valley Rd W, Danville CA
M-F: 10:00 - 6:00
Sat. 10:00 - 5:00
Sun. 11:00 - 4:00

925-838-8040
thedesigngallery.hdwfg.com

GARDEN

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM



HARDWOOD

LAMINATE

CARPET

VINYL

TILE

Quality Assured in Every Step

Family Owned & Operated

Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm, Sat 10:30am-4pm

3950-C Valley Ave., Pleasanton

(925) 846-7600
www.silmarfl ooring.com

Big
Anniversary 

Sale
Pink Tag Special
Sept 10th & 11th

Cake Plates & Compotes loaded with 

sweet treats & unique old artifacts! 

One-of-a-kind Vintage & Antique

Silver Novelties, Jewelry Galore

Porcelains & Small Furnishings 

Open Monday-Sunday, including
Labor Day’s Heartland Danville Antiques & Art Faire

100 Prospect Ave.
downtown Danville

(925) 837-2664
www.CottageJewel.com

new “fi nds”
unearthed “daily”

a treasure trove of 
antique booty!

HOME & GARDEN

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Rocks going round
Boulders have long been used to create a focal point in land-

scaping. Then river rocks flowed into our gardens to create dry 

creek beds in problem areas or to complement water features. 

Now round rocks are rolling in. They might not be natural in 

shape but they still have the textural appeal of any backyard 

stone, especially this cantera rock from RT’s Cultural Arts in 

Brentwood. Add them to your yard for a touch of whimsy.



Solitary to solidarity
Local artist brings socially engaged artwork 
to San Ramon gallery

BY EMILY WEST

COURTESY PALLAVI SHARMA

Artist Pallavi Sharma worked with community members to create artwork 
for a show featured at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown Art Gallery.

The Offi ce of Lifelong Learning and
The Leadership Center offer non-credit 
courses, workshops and certifi cate programs 
to the local community, providing access to the 
rich academic resources of Saint Mary’s College. 
Courses are held on weeknights and weekends 
on the main campus and taught by SMC faculty 
and associates. 

Lifelong Learning courses:
9/8 Meet the Author Book Club

9/13 Seniorcise: Low impact exercise for seniors

9/13 Presenting You! Acting Skills for Non-Actors

9/14 Telling Our Stories: A Memoir Writing Class

9/21 Alumni and Friends Great Books Seminar:
A monthly gathering

9/28 Celebrate Retirement!
Discover meaning and purpose in this new enterprise

9/28 From Scroll to Screen: 
Read and discuss books and the fi lms created from them

9/29 Famous Films: Viewing Values in Society

9/30  Opera Appreciation: 
Learn about opera from and international operatic basso

10/6 Chopin and Schumann at 200: 
Discover the meaning of Romanticism in music

Leadership Center offerings:
10/6  One Day Workshop - Conscious Grandmothering:

A New Paradigm of Leadership with Yeshi Neuman

10/16 One Day Workshop -
Values and Leadership Development

11/ 10 Webinar - Global Leadership:
Overcoming the Perils and Fulfi lling
the Promises of the 21st Century

www.stmarys-ca.edu/weekend-college

Grete Stenersen - 925-631-4162
gsteners@stmarys-ca.edu

www.smcleadership.org
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 Artist Pallavi Sharma wanted to trade the solitary nature so 

often found in the creative process for a chance to reach out to 

people around her. 

 A resident of San Ramon who 

immigrated to the United States in 

1997 from India, she said the process 

of coming to this country left her 

feeling boxed in. She wanted to close 

the gap between artist and audience.

 “I’ve always wanted to reach out to people through art,” 

she said. “Most of us work alone in seclusion.”

 While Sharma’s work has been featured in galleries across the 

United States and abroad, she wanted to show it near her home 

and, at the same time, become more invested in the community. 

 She created a fun and unique collaborative working with 

local officials, including Mayor Abram Wilson and Vice Mayor 

Carol Rowley as well as poet Robert Eastwood, children and 

residents from different cultural backgrounds. The results were 

on display at the Lindsay Dirkx Brown Art Gallery in August.

 The experience, Sharma said, was fantastic. 

 “The whole point was a journey as a person, living in seclu-

sion, trying different ways to connect to people and give back to 

people,” she explained. “Art has a way of connecting people.”

 Part of the experiment was to shake up the system a bit. 

 “Art is perceived as a commodity that hangs on the wall and 

people just go and buy it,” she said. 

 By engaging people in the creative process, Sharma said 

everyone gains something from it and it becomes more about 

the journey than the destination. 

 “It taught me a lot and I hope it was the same for the other 

collaborators,” she said. ■

FROM SANRAMONEXPRESS.COM



Bollinger Nail Salon
760 Camino Ramon, Danville

(925) 838-5300 
www.bollingernailsalon.com

Best Manicure/Pedicure

Gayler Construction
319 Diablo Road, Danville

(925) 820-0185 
www.gaylerconstruction.com

Best Remodeling Contractor

Piatti Ristorante & Bar
100 Sycamore Valley Road West, Danville

(925) 838-2082 
www.piatti.com

Best Italian Restaurant

Tribez Salon and Spa Services
111 Town & Country Drive, Danville

(925) 362-8600 
www.tribezsalon.com

Best Hair Salon for Women

ClubSport San Ramon 
350 Bollinger Canyon Lane, San Ramon 

(925) 735-8500 
www.clubsportsr.com
Best Health Club

J. Hettinger Interiors
200 Hartz Avenue, Danville

(925) 820-9336 
www.jhettinger.com

Best Interior Design

Rakestraw Books
522 Hartz Avenue, Danville

(925) 837-7337
www.rakestrawbooks.com

Best Bookstore

Villa San Ramon
9199 Fircrest Lane, San Ramon

www.vintagesenior.com
(925) 230-2209 

Best Senior Living Facility

Cottage Jewel
100 East Prospect Avenue, Danville

(925) 837-2664 
www.cottagejewel.com
Best Antique Store

Luna Loca
500 Sycamore Valley Road West, Danville

(925) 831-3644 
www.lunalocadanville.com
Best Mexican Food

Richard’s Arts & Crafts 
225-A Alamo Plaza, Alamo 

(925) 820-4731 
www.richardsartsandcrafts.com

Best Framing Shop
Best Hobby/Craft Store

Zachary’s Chicago Pizza
3110 Crow Canyon Place, San Ramon

(925) 244-1222 
www.zacharys.com

Best Pizza

Elegant Clutter
702 Sycamore Valley Road West, Danville

(925) 837-1001 
www.elegantclutter.com

Best Place to Buy a Gift

Molly’s Pup-Purr-ee
425 Hartz Avenue, Danville

(925) 820-8222 
www.mollyspup.com

Best Store for Pets

SportClips
9500 Crow Canyon Road, Danville

925-648-2887
www.sportclips.com

Best Hair Salon for Men

Esin Restaurant & Bar
750 Camino Ramon, Danville

(925) 314-0974
www.esinrestaurant.com

Best American Food Restaurant
Best Dessert

Pascal French Oven
155-B Railroad Avenue, Danville

(925) 838-7349 
www.pascalcafe.com

Best French Restaurant

The Peasant and the Pear
267 Hartz Avenue, Danville

(925) 838-7611 
www.thepeasantandthepear.com

Best Salad

First Choice Abbey Carpet
101-G Town and Country Drive, Danville

(925) 838-5580
www.fi rstchoiceabbeycarpet.com

Best Flooring Store

Pets Plus
(925) 803-8839 

www.petspluspetsitting.com
Best Pet Sitter

The Vine at Bridges
480 Hartz Avenue, Danville

(925) 820-7210
www.thevineatbridges.com

Best Wine Bar

Bollinger Nail Salon
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Ste. E, San Ramon

(925) 838-6300 
www.bollingernailsalon.com

Best Manicure/Pedicure

Elegant Clutter
702 Sycamore Valley Road West, Danville

(925) 837-1001 
www.elegantclutter.com

Best Home Accessory Store

The HopYard American Alehouse & Grill
470 Market Place, San Ramon

(925) 277-9600 
www.hopyard.com

Best American Food Restaurant
Best Outdoor Dining

Best Happy Hour
Best Place to People Watch

Ultimate Fitness Academy
3120 Crow Canyon Road, Ste. A, San Ramon

(925) 867-3488
www.ultimatefi tnessacademy.net
Best Martial Arts Studio

Carpet One
1985 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon

(925) 837-3716 
www.carpetone.com

Best Flooring Store

Esin Restaurant & Bar
750 Camino Ramon, Danville

(925) 314-0974
www.esinrestaurant.com

Best California Cuisine/Innovative Dining
Best Romantic Restaurant

Rick’s Picks
375 Hartz Avenue, Danville

(925) 837-3325
www.rickspicks.biz

Best Discount Store

Villa San Ramon
9199 Fircrest Lane, San Ramon

(925) 230-2209 
www.vintagesenior.com

Best Senior Living Facility

ClubSport San Ramon 
350 Bollinger Canyon Lane, San Ramon 

(925) 735-8500 
www.clubsportsr.com

Best Day Spa

Giuseppe’s Pasta & Grill
2540 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon

(925) 820-8866 
www.giuseppespastaandgrill.com

Best Italian Restaurant

Summit Financial
2010 Crow Canyon Place, Ste. 120, San Ramon

(925) 866-7800
www.summitadvisors.com

Best Financial Services

Zachary’s Chicago Pizza
3110 Crow Canyon Place, San Ramon

(925) 244-1222 
www.zacharys.com

Best Pizza

Sh       Shop, dine and experience 
why these merchants were voted #1 in the Readers Choice contests!

Danville Express Readers Choice 2010

San Ramon Express Readers Choice 2010

For a 

complete list 

of winners visit 

Danville

Express.com 

and SanRamon 

Express.com



 Brothers Garrett and Kyle Weiss came back 

from the 2006 World Cup in Germany with a 

goal. They’d been impressed by the dedica-

tion of fans from Angola, and the two teens 

from Monte Vista High told their parents 

they wanted to build soccer fi elds in Africa.

 While teens can be forgiven if they have 

big dreams but aren’t good at following 

through, the brothers’ charity, FUNDa-

FIELD, has built seven soccer fi elds and has 

an eighth under construction. The Weiss 

brothers and their friends from Monte Vista 

are well into raising their second $100,000.

 They’ve just come back from the World Cup 

in South Africa with fi ve of their managing 

directors and little sister Kyra, a FUNDaFIELD 

director. Their fi rst stop over there was to 

watch the United States play Slovenia. 

 Soccer was everywhere in Johannesburg, 

down to waiters wearing South African 

team colors, according to Jake Becker.

 “You saw how much soccer meant to the 

country,” he said.

 Afterward, the group went to Utha, South 

Africa. Jack Michel called the trip “a life-

changing experience.”

 “We got to hold a tournament for kids in a 

village where we built one of our fi rst fi elds,” 

he said. “It was my fi rst trip to Africa, so I 

got to see a whole different way of life than 

we have in Danville.

 “Some houses were huts; some were made 

from concrete blocks,” he added. “This was 

one of the nicest villages we’ve been to but 

overall, it’s still impoverished.”

 FUNDaFIELD works in partnership with 

other organizations that bring supplies 

or help dig wells. Under the slogan “Kids 

Helping Kids,” the organization brings in 

recreation.

 It was an “eye-opening experience” for 

Cameron Naderi.

 “You really don’t understand until you see 

it,” he said. “You kind of saw all they had 

was a soccer ball. They don’t have any other 

opportunities.”

 Justin Walz is a veteran; he made his fi rst 

FUNDaFIELD trip in 2008.

 “I had a lot more fun this time because I 

was more involved,” he said. 

 Walz said a game would start and people 

would show up to watch.

 “At the end of the day, the whole fi eld was 

surrounded by spectators,” he said.

 Garrett Weiss admitted he and Kyle didn’t 

really know what they were getting into 

when they decided to start their charity.

 At fi rst, their plan was to raise money for 

supplies, like jerseys and balls. The initial 

idea evolved when they realized gear is use-

less without a place to play, so they decided 

to build fi elds.

 That meant hiring contractors, learning 

local laws and customs, and fi ling the paper-

work needed to become a 501 (c) 3 charity — 

something they couldn’t do without involv-

ing adults.

 Now FUNDaFIELD is going through 

some growing pains. Garrett is a sophomore 

at University of Southern California and 

Kyle is a senior at Monte Vista and they have 

some decisions to make. Can they hand off 

the responsibilities to their managing direc-

tors and play a less active role, or should they 

stay active and bring their charity with them 

as they grow up?

 After a successful event at Cal Poly San Luis 

Obispo, Garrett said college fundraising could 

be part of their future.

 “That’s something we want to do, work 

with a group of students and move on,” 

Garrett said.

 On the other hand, they’ve been working 

with the teens at Monte Vista since day one, 

and they’d like to pass the ball, so to speak, 

to their friends. Kyle admits letting go is 

tough.

FUNDaFIELD 
teens travel to World 
Cup, hold tournament 
in South Africa

Charity going through changes as its teen founders grow older

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

COURTESY WEISS FAMILY

A team walking to the Manyangana High School fi eld built by FUNDaFIELD in their new Mustang jerseys. 
The green socks are still being used from what was brought for the 2008 tournament. 
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 “You just have to let them make mistakes and fi gure their 

way of doing things,” he said.

 For now, at least, the brothers will stay at the heart of 

FUNDaFIELD, largely because of the relationships they’ve 

built there.

 “We know the people, we know the places. We know the 

customs of the communities. We know who won’t rip us off,” 

Kyle said.

 It’s a juggling act: working with the charity, trying to have 

a social life and attending to school work. Kyle was recently 

told by his parents he wouldn’t be allowed to go to their next 

project, in Swaziland, unless he caught up with his summer 

assignments.

 “That whole school thing really gets in the way of saving the 

world,” he said.

 No matter how FUNDaFIELD grows, Kyle said he’s got a 

year to prepare.

 “I think when it happens, I’ll be ready,” he said.

 Kyle was also one of fi ve teens who received the Diller Teen 

Tikkun Olam Award. The award, which is a Hebrew expres-

sion that means “repair the world,” will give him $36,000 in 

recognition for his exceptional community service project.

 For more information, visit www.fundafi eld.org. ■
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Sept. 6
HEARTLAND DANVILLE  
ANTIQUES & ART FAIRE
Discover Danville Association and Cottage 

Jewel will host an Antiques and Art Faire with 

70 specialized artisan and antique dealers 

from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday, Sept. 6, at the 

Railroad Avenue parking lot in Danville. There 

will be an appraisal clinic for a $10 donation 

at the Museum of the San Ramon Valley from 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, call 339-

8330 or visit www.discoverdanvilleca.com.

Sept. 10
SAN RAMON COMMUNITY 
CHORUS CONCERT
San Ramon Community Chorus and local 

dancers and musicians will host a concert 

at 7 p.m., Friday, Sept. 10, at Front Row 

Theater, 17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San 

Ramon. This concert is free. Call 973-2787 

or visit www.sanramonperformingarts.com. 

Sept. 10-26
EUGENE O’NEILL FESTIVAL
Town of Danville, Role Players Ensemble, 

Museum of the San Ramon Valley, Alamo-Dan-

ville Artist’s Society, Danville Library, Danville 

Community Band will join the Eugene O’Neill 

Foundation, Tao House, in partnership 

with the National Park Service 

to stage more than two 

dozen events from Sept. 

10-25. The three-week 

exploration of “The 

Birth of Expressionism” 

in the arts is anchored 

by O’Neill’s play, “The 

Hairy Ape.” Call 820-

1818 or visit www.

eugeneoneill.org.

Sept. 11
911 REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY
Exchange Club of San Ramon Valley with 

the Town of Danville is hosting the 911 

Remembrance Ceremony for the residents 

of the San Ramon Valley from 9:45-10:45 

a.m., Saturday, Sept. 11, at Oak Hill Park, 

3005 Stone Valley Rd., Danville. This event 

will feature prominent guest speakers, hun-

dreds of Scouts with an array of American 

flags and an essay contest with cash prizes 

for San Ramon Valley students. Call 275-

2412 or visit www.srvexchangeclub.org.

Sept. 16
19TH ANNUAL BUSINESS 
SHOWCASE, FOOD AND  
WINE EVENT
Danville Area Chamber of Commerce presents 

the 19th annual Business Showcase, Food and 

Wine Event from 5-8:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 

16, at the Blackhawk Museum, 3700 Blackhawk 

Plaza Circle, Danville. Enjoy a fun evening at 

the “Pirate — Build Your Bounty” themed event 

including a contest for the best pirate-inspired 

costume. Enjoy the beautiful cars in the museum 

while sampling fine food and wine. Cost is $15 if 

paid online at www.danvilleareachamber.com or 

$20 at the door. Call Martha Husak at 837-4400 

or e-mail events@danvilleareachamber.com.

Sept. 18
SONRISE WINE AND EQUINE 
FESTIVAL
Help children in crisis and rescue horses in need 

by attending the SonRise Wine and Equine Festival 

from 1-5 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 18, at Charles 

Wilhelm Training Stables, 6496 Crow Canyon 

Rd., Castro Valley. Enjoy food, wine and beer, 

drawings and a horse show by Charles Wilhelm 

and the children of SonRise. Cost is $75. Pro-

ceeds benefit SonRise Equestrian. Call 838-7433 

or visit www.sonriseequestrianfoundation.org. 

Sept. 19
DANVILLE D’ELEGANCE
Enjoy an exciting afternoon of cars for a cause 

at Danville d’Elegance, Danville’s premier 

charitable event benefiting the Parkinson’s 

Institute, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 

19, in downtown Danville. There will be 

fine wine and food stations throughout the 

event. Visit www.danville-delegance.org.

Sept. 29
MYSTERY NIGHT WITH  
“THE LADYKILLERS”
San Ramon Library will host a Mystery Night 

with the “The Ladykillers” at 7 p.m., Wednes-

day, Sept. 29, at the San Ramon Library, 100 

Montgomery St. Meet Penny Warner, Rhys 

Bowen and Cara Black, three celebrated 

Bay Area mystery writers. This event is free, 

but registration is required; call 973-2850.

goings on
A CALENDAR        OF SAN RAMON VALLEY EVENTS WORTH A LOOK

28TH ANNUAL MUSIC AND 
WINE FESTIVAL
Alamo will host the 28th annual Music and 

Wine Festival from 1-11 p.m., Saturday, 

Sept. 11, at Alamo Plaza. There will be 

many activities for the entire family includ-

ing a kids’ play zone, live music, drawings, 

food and wine. Dinner tickets are $12 

each. Alamo Rotary will present its Citizen 

of the Year award at 7:15 p.m. Proceeds 

from the festival benefit local school music 

programs. Visit www.alamorotary.org. 

SEPT. 11
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REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
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& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com
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A-Z Complete Home Repair

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Carpentry/Woodwork 
Electrical Repairs/Installations

Drywall/Texturing     Tile/Grout
925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582

SINCE 1994

General Contracting

(510) 499-7546

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER

Landscaping/Design

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

 Independent Contractors 
wanted for Senior Home 

Health Care.  
MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE

Senior Solutions 
925-443-3101

Leather & Vinyl
Repaired & Dyed

Furniture and Auto 
Color Matching
925.829.1988

Barbary Coast

Healthcare

Leather & Vinyl Repair

Marketplace

Advertise Here!
Call Karen at 925.600.0840 x122 or 
email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

TICKETS:   
2 Day Adult   $27.00
1 Day Adult  $18.00
1 Day Senior (65+) $12.00
1 Day Youth (12-17) $12.00
1 Day Handicap $12.00
KIDS 11 & UNDER FREE
MILITARY w/ACTIVE DUTY ID FREE KIDS 11 

& UNDER-
FREE!

ONE OF THE 
WORLD’S LARGEST 
CELTIC FESTIVALS

www.TheScottishGames.com

www.TheScottishGames.com
Comcast Subscribers: Tab “888” on your 
remote - go to “Entertainment”, then to “Local 
Events” - click on “Scottish Games”!

SCOTTISH 
GAMES
SCOTTISH 
GAMES

September 4 & 5
Alameda County Fairgrounds

PLEASANTON
✔33 Pipe Bands from U.S. & Canada  
            U.S.Marine March-
ing Band
✔IHGF World Highland Games 
     Super Series
✔36th U.S. Invitational Heavy Events 
 Championship • Athletes from 8 
    Countries & 18 States
✔Western U.S. Highland Dancing 
      ChampionshipNEW

Sept. 30
HISTORIC AIRCRAFT RECOVERY EXPEDITIONS 
SPEAKER
The International Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery Expedi-

tions will host guest speaker Kristin Tague, a member of TIGHAR, 

at 7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 30, at the Danville Library, Mt. Dia-

blo Room, 400 Front St., Danville. Tague will provide a fascinating 

visual presentation of TIGHAR expeditions, including the Amelia 

Earhart Project. No registration required, but seating is limited and 

available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-seated basis. Call 837-4889.

Oct. 2-3
ART IN THE PARK
Alamo Danville Artists’ Society presents its 12th annual Art in the Park 

from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 2-3, on the Danville Town 

Green on Front Street to raise money for art in local schools. The event 

has 60 booths of original art, including fi ne jewelry, photography, fused 

glass and ceramics, with some demonstrations and a juried art show 

inside the Community Center. There will also be live music, hands-on 

art tables for children, and specialty foods and wine for sale. ■



Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@danvilleexpress.com

ASKED AT CHARLOTTE WOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL

Are students given too much 
homework? 

SUSAN DENNIS
HOMEMAKER AND FORMER TEACHER

I know the schools have reduced the amount 
of time they allot for homework. I’m the mother 
of four students, in first through seventh grades, 
and I feel the amount assigned is adequate, 
although I do feel the students need to be 
reading 30 to 60 additional minutes a night, 
depending on their grade level.

BARBARA LANG
TECHNOLOGY CONSULTANT

I have two children in school, Brook, a seventh-
grader at Charlotte Wood, and Jackie, a senior 
at San Ramon Valley High School. I think Jackie 
benefits from a heavy workload of self learning 
and is able to handle it and keep up with it. 
Brook, on the other hand, prefers more support 
with homework, and we try to help her at home 
if we can, depending on the subject. 

PAUL SWENSON
SIXTH GRADE SCIENCE TEACHER 
AT CHARLOTTE WOOD

The teachers here, by and large, are sensitive 
to the busy lives of most of our students when 
assigning homework. My colleagues and I coor-
dinate on lessons and the homework that goes 
with them so students are not overwhelmed by 
lots of homework in lots of classes. 

CHRISTOPHER GEORGE
PRINCIPAL AT CHARLOTTE WOOD

So long as the homework assignments are 
thoughtful and purposeful, then the amount is 
appropriate. We want the kids to have a well 
balanced life and don’t want homework to 
take over their life. However, we don’t want to 
forget academics in pursuit of that balance.

JEFF SILVA
ALAMEDA COUNTY FIREMAN

I think it is extremely excessive, and it detracts 
from the free time kids have after school. I 
have four kids ranging in age from 8 to 18 
and have found that the homework, especially 
at the elementary school level, is too much. 

—Compiled by Stan Wharton
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Everyone knows that it’s not the brick and mortar, but great people that make you feel better. It’s why San Ramon 

Regional Medical Center celebrates the extraordinary people who make our hospital such a remarkable place. 

They exemplify the commitment, skill and compassionate care we offer. This recognition begins with our special 

employees honored this year: Cheri Martin, R.N., Infusion Center, our Employee of the Year and Caregiver of 

the Year; Jane Roberts-MacArt, Human Resources and Service Excellence, our Hero of the Year; Deborah Bangoli, R.N., 

MSN, Definitive Observation Unit, our Florence Nightingale winner; and all of our 2009 Employees of the Month.  

From the emergency room, to the operating room, to the patient room, we’re here for you.

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon

925.275.9200

www.OurSanRamonHospital.com

celebrating
Marie Mayo 

R.N.
Outpatient/GI Unit

Missy Smith 
Patient Financial Services

Angie Allen 
Surgery

2 0  Y E A R S    O F  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  C A R E

Veronica Jackson 
R.N., CRRN

Medical/Surgical Unit

Chris Nartker 
R.N.

Emergency Services

Esmeralda Morones 
The Breast Center

Tom Perry 
CBET 

Biomed

Deborah Bangoli 
R.N., MSN

Definitive Observation Unit 
Florence Nightingale winner

Jane Roberts-MacArt 
Human Resources &  
Service Excellence  
Hero of the Year 

 Sarah Kiyoi 
R.N., BSN, CCRN 
Intensive Care Unit 

Susan Stinson 
MT(ASCP), CLS 

Laboratory

Nancy Ramsey 
RRT 

Respiratory Therapy

Rita Woycheese 
MPT 

Therapy Services

Cheri Martin 
R.N., BAEd.

Infusion Center 
Employee of the Year & 
Caregiver of the Year


