Camp Connection

SUMMER 2022

‘Some Have
Greatness’
SPARC offers youth an outlet
for creativity, expression through theater
BY GRACE MATSON

Livermore-based Shakespeare & Performing Arts Regional Company (SPARC) provides kids in the Tri-Valley an opportunity to
explore and perform live theater through its
youth-centered programming, like the “Some
Have Greatness” after school program.
SPARC, formerly known as Livermore
Shakespeare Festival, started the “Some
Have Greatness” program about five years
ago as a theater summer camp, according to SPARC’s education director Lindsey
Schmeltzer.
“Students would attend a two-week camp
that focused on whatever Shakespeare play
SPARC Theater — then known as Livermore
Shakespeare Festival — produced that summer,” Schmeltzer said, adding that the program was created to provide students a place
to explore their creativity while working in
a collaborative environment with other students their age.
Though the program has grown over the
years, students are not required to audition

or have any acting experience to participate
in the program. This is intended to give
anyone interested in expressing themselves
through theater a chance to participate, according to Schmeltzer.
“The students have really blossomed in
this creative environment. They were given a
space to explore and build a solid ensemble
while working together to put on a play,”
Schmeltzer said of the program’s impact on
participants.
During the height of the pandemic, the
summer camp was moved online, and
Schmeltzer said it was clear that the students were missing the social connections
that theater classes offer.
“One of the most common concerns we
heard from our students was that after a year
or more of online learning they were worried
they had forgotten how to make friends but
had more confidence in their social skills
after participating in the program,” she said.
While the classes have since returned
to in-person, the safety protocols and

COURTESY SPARC

“Some Have Greatness” program participants rehearse “A Midsummer Musical” in 2021.

guidelines that SPARC follows continue to
pose some challenges for the students and
audiences.
“All students and audience members answer a COVID questionnaire and have a temperature check before they enter the studio
space and everyone wears masks throughout
the class or performances,” Schmeltzer said.
“Having all the student actors wear masks
during the performance has proven a challenge because it makes them harder to hear
and the audience is less able to read their

facial expressions,” she added.
Despite the difficulties created by wearing
masks, Schmeltzer said there is a positive
outcome from the experience. “The silver
lining has been that this gives students the
opportunity to work on public speaking
skills such as projection and diction, and encourages them to be very specific with their
character’s body language to ensure they are
telling a clear story,” she said.
Because of the pandemic, SPARC has
also had to limit the number of family and
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Spark curiosity. Discover new skills. Make friends. Stratford
offers the perfect summer camp for your child, complete with
all the fun, enriching activities that inspire learning and promote
independence, in a safe, nurturing environment.
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friends each student is allowed to invite to
the live performances at the end of each
session. However, Schmeltzer said they
record each performance and provide the
link for students to share with more loved
ones.
SPARC is currently hosting “Some
Have Greatness” classes for elementary
students in third through fifth grade and
for middle schoolers in sixth through
eighth grade.
The productions for the spring cohorts
are “The Emperor’s New Clothes” for the
younger group and a condensed version
of the classic comedy “As You Like It” for

the older students.
Rehearsals for the shows are currently
underway and performances are set to
take place in May for students’ family and
friends.
Some of SPARC’s other youth programs
include the “So Wise So Young Online”
Shakespeare literacy program for children in second through fourth grade,
“Livermore Shakes Educates” in-school
educational programs led by professional
teaching artists and internship and apprenticeship opportunities.
More information is available at
sparctheater.org. Q

NOW ENROLLING
in our Dublin

Ages: 6 to 12 and Teens
Also available:
· Adult Lessons
· After-School Programs
· School Break Camps
· Mommy & Me Classes
· Sewing Clubs
· Parties & Special Events!

DISCOUNTS
Available!
Early Bird Registration Special!

(925) 271-0015

We offer:
· Flexible Scheduling
· Personalized Instructions
· Small Class Sizes
· Sewing Machines, Tools, Beads
· FREE Fabric for 1st day!
· PIZZA Party on last day!

Sponsored by Emerson Montessori Schools / Early Learning Institute

Sponsored by Kidz Kraftz

Good writing is key to a classical education

Learn and have fun while sewing wearable clothing

The Hacienda campus of Emerson
Montessori School is a different kind of
school. It shapes strong, competent, self-confident individuals, not students who would
rather “follow the crowd.”
Emerson Montessori takes an innovative approach to classical education. Students progress at their own pace through skill subjects
and learners are never pushed beyond their
capabilities or held back to wait for others.
Larger, flexible classrooms provide students
with their own cubicles and computers, as well
as small-group and large-group work spaces.
The curriculum — built on a Montessori
foundation — is designed to develop a complete human being. It includes art, music,
Chinese, Spanish, economics and business,
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physical education, school tasks, and personal development.
During the summer, the school is an ideal
camp environment to improve student writing, an activity requiring both specific skills
and the motivation to improve them. The
Write Now! program fosters pride in student
work by emphasizing what is valuable about
it and how each draft represents an improvement over the previous one.
For more information about the Write
Now! program and Emerson Montessori
School, call 925-485-5750.

Kidz Kraftz studio lets students be creative,
solve problems, improve their math and
reading comprehension skills and learn
fashion design concepts, sewing techniques,
basic pattern manipulation and fashion
illustration with classes focused on sewing
stylish, wearable clothing and accessories,
craft and jewelry projects.
Our school-break day camps, parties,
“Mommy and Me” classes, Girl Scouts
groups, private and year round afterschool classes for both children and adults
(ages 6 and up) taught in a nurturing and
comfortable environment, are not only
inspirational, but fun, and are customizable
based on individual skill level and progress.

It’s Your Child’s Time To Shine

Day Camps
Each week, students in Kindergarten
through Grade 5 jump into action as
they explore science and nature, discover
creative and performing arts, participate
in sports and games, and so much more.
Our specialty activity blocks give campers variety throughout each camp day.
Academic Camps
Looking for a more robust academic
camp experience? Enhance your child’s
love of learning while focusing on a
specific subject. From math and robotics to literature and creative writing, we
have something for every student as they
work independently and in small groups,
and apply real-life experiences to lessons
learned in the classroom.
Specialty Camps
Add even more fun with our specialty
camps that are packed with hands-on
activities and experiences for campers to discover new STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math)
skills and talents. Whatever your child’s

For more information about Kidz Kraftz,
visit www.KidzKraftz.com. To enroll, call
Irina at 925-271-0015 or email irina@
KidzKraftz.com.



Sponsored by Stratford School

Stratford provides the perfect summer
camp experience for your child, complete with all the fun, enriching activities they love, and the important safety
measures you expect. With more options to explore, including Day Camps,
Academic Camps, Specialty Camps, and
Sports Camps, you can customize a oneof-a-kind experience that makes your
child shine!

We offer flexible scheduling, sewing /
serger machines, FREE fabric for the first
lesson, a pizza party on the last day of the
camp, Early Bird Registration Special, and
many other discounts.
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interests are, we have activities for them
to explore!

Sports Camps
Our rigorous sports camp promotes
skill building and teamwork, exposes
children to new activities, and helps establish healthy exercise habits. We bring
sports specialists from around the area
to help each camper improve, practice,
and play their favorite sport or learn a
new one.
Summer@Stratford offers children
ample opportunities to explore, discover,
make new friends and learn new skills.
It all starts with our outstanding camp
counselors, whose talent, creativity, and
leadership set the stage for this unforgettable experience.
Innovative and enriching programs are
available for children ready for Preschool,
Elementary, and Middle School. Give
your child the Summer@Stratford experience they will remember!
Visit us online to learn more at
stratfordschools.com/summer. Summer
Camp registration opens February 2022.
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  : 2-8
  :
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Free extended care available

 :
1 week: $500;
2 weeks: $950;
3 weeks: $1,350.
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