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Thank you to our loyal customers for voting  
for us for the Best Flooring Company.  

We appreciate it! 

OUR PROMISE:
IF YOU DON’T ABSOLUTELY LOVE THE WAY YOUR 

NEW FLOOR LOOKS, WE’LL REPLACE IT FREE!  
THAT’S THE BEAUTIFUL GUARANTEE.

Includes materials and labor. Applies to most products.  
See store for qualified products.

We are the Tri-Valley’s oldest and most trusted floor covering store since 1971.  

We are a LOCALLY OWNED, INDEPENDENT and a FAMILY RUN Business. We operate as a true “Co-Operative” 

NOT a Franchise and as such we are able to BUY BETTER than the corporate “BIG BOX” stores.  

CarpetOne Floor & Home stores represent the largest retailer of floor covering products in the U.S. and Canada!  

We offer un-paralleled service with NON-COMMISSIONED sales professional. 

Come see why we’ve been voted BEST FLOORING for 4 years in a row by the Danville Express Readers!

(925) 837-3716  |  1985 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon, CA 94583

our exclusiveBeautiful
G U A R A N T E E

$150 OFF
your purchase of  
$1599 or more. 

Must present coupon at time of purchase.  

Cannot be used in conjunction with  

any other offers or on “Sale” items.
Expires 7/31/10
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“Wine & Spirits Retailer  
of the Year”

Summer Wine Sale!

20% OFF
 ALL* DOMESTIC  

WINES!
July 7-20

 ALL* IMPORTED  
WINES!

August 4-17
*Save Up to 20% when you purchase 12 or more bottles of  wine, All Domestic July 7-20, All imported 
August 4-17. Sale applies to 750ml bottles only. Some already reduced or net - priced wines are not included. 
We stock over 3,000 of  the world’s finest wines, hand selected. Supplies are limited to stock on hand and all 
wines are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. Sorry, we cannot hold wine for future purchase and delivery 
is extra during the sale. Wine Stewards on duty 10-7 every day.

Draeger’s Markets, 4 Locations:
4100 Blackhawk Pl. Cr.  1010 University Dr. 342 First St 222 E. Fourth Ave.
Danville  Menlo Park Los Altos San Mateo
925-648-5845  650-324-7739 650-948-4425  650-685-3725

Shop All Stores, They Carry Different Wines!
Open Every Day 7a.m.–10p.m. 

Go to www.Draegers.com for more information



Thank you for voting us 

“Best Financial Planners” 
for a fourth straight year!

Comprehensive Financial Services 

2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120

925-866-7800
Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services Inc. Securities 

Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. Summit Financial Group LLC is independently owned and operated. 
TR#193452 DOFU 06/2010

IF YOU ARE A LOCAL BUSINESS AND WOULD LIKE TO BE INVOLVED CALL 925-339-8330
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SHOP LOCAL FIRST THIS SUMMER

DOWNTOWN DANVILLE

Follow us on Facebook! Search Danville Discover
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Gina Channell-Allen

The annual Readers Choice contest is fun for voters and a big deal for the winners. 

Hundreds of readers cast thousands of online votes for their favorite places to eat, meet up 

with friends, get their nails done, and buy everything from furniture to dry cleaning services. 

This year is the first for Readers Choice San Ramon, and residents came out in force. 

It is a special honor to be voted as the best in a category by residents, so we are 

displaying the results in a special way, in this special Readers Choice edition. The list of 

winners will be online all year at DanvilleExpress.com and SanRamonExpress.com. While 

you’re there, catch up on the local news and check out who’s saying what on the Town 

Square forum.

We hope you enjoy this special edition and use it for ideas when you’re looking for a 

place to have a drink after work, find yourself in need of a good landscaper, or want to 

know where to slow down to avoid a ticket. 

While this is a special edition, it is just the beginning. You have been asking for us to cover 

your communities with a quality publication, and we heard you. 

Online at DanvilleExpress.com and SanRamonExpress.com and through the daily Express 

email news digest, you can get all the news you need to stay up-to-date on what’s 

happening in Alamo, Blackhawk, Danville, Diablo and San Ramon. In future editions of 

Views, you can look forward to thought-provoking stories and analysis of issues facing 

these communities in an attractive magazine format. Our staff of veteran journalists will 

address politics, education, business/economic development and other important issues 

that affect the residents. 

We hope you enjoy the Views.



Parade Theme - 

Honoring Our Heroes!

Monies raised from this event are used to support local community charities.

For entry information call: 925.791.2633

visit our website: www.kiwanis-srv.org

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Media Sponsors

For more information visit our web site: www.kiwanis-srv.org



You Work Hard. 
Now Play Hard.

Celebrating a 
healthy Lifestyle.

Mention This Ad And 

Receive A ONE-WEEK 

FREE TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!

Basketball Gym

Childcare

Group Classes

Hot Tubs

Leagues

Locker Rooms

Massage

Personal Trainers

Racquetball

Squash

Sauna & Steam    

Rooms

Swimming

Salon

Tennis Courts

Youth Programs

350 Bollinger Canyon Lane

San Ramon, CA 94582

(925) 735.8500
membership@clubsportSR.com

www.ClubSportSR.com

Strength. 
Longevity. 

Vitality.

OUR VIEWS

 Our Readers Choice surveys includes the question: What 

is your favorite undiscovered treasure? This year, our Dan-

ville readers voted for Eugene O’Neill’s Tao House. 

 This 158-acre site, which was purchased in 1937 by 

Eugene O’Neill with the money from his Nobel Prize for 

Literature, is indeed a treasure. The historic house was built 

by O’Neill and his wife Carlotta Monterey overlooking the 

San Ramon Valley as a retreat where he could focus on his 

writing. And focus he did, producing five successful works, 

including “The Iceman Cometh, “ and “Long Day’s Journey 

into Night.” The home itself is interesting, combining Chi-

nese and ranch design. The site has been renovated to be 

pretty much as he left it in 1944.

 The question is: Why is the Tao House “undiscovered”? 

The Eugene O’Neill Foundation presents plays in the Barn 

Theatre every spring and fall. It holds artists days and stu-

dent days for creative people in every medium to spend 

several days onsite attending the muse. And the National 

Park Service, which runs the site, encourages everyone to 

take the free shuttle to the home for a free tour and to wan-

der the grounds. On Saturdays, you don’t even need reser-

vations; the shuttle stops in front of the Museum of the San 

Ramon Valley every few hours.

 It’s fun, informative and easier than ever to visit Tao 

House. Don’t wait for visiting relatives — check it out now. 

The O’Neill National Historic Site is right here in our back 

yard in the west hills of Danville. There is no reason this 

treasure should be undiscovered. 

—Our Views are just that as we explore subjects that pique 
our interest. What are your views? Let us know at:

views@DanvilleExpress.com
views@SanRamonExpress.com

All about choices 



We are looking for exceptional 
talent in all departments

925.362.8600

Thank you Danville for voting us  
“Best California Cuisine” and “Best Salad 2010”

R E S T A U R A N T  A N D  B A R
2 6 7  H a r t z  A v e

D a n v i l l e ,  C A  9 4 5 2 6
P :  9 2 5   8 2 0   6 6 1 1

W W W . T h e P e a s a n t A n d T h e P e a r . C o m

480 Hartz Avenue - Danville

.



SLICES NOW SERVED DAILY 11am–3pm

Sunday–Thursday 11am–9:30pm
Friday & Saturday 11am–10pm

OPEN LATER
SUMMER HOURS

3110 Crow Canyon Place

SAN RAMON

(925) 244-1222

www.zacharys.com

Thank you for voting Zachary’s BEST PIZZA in the San Ramon area 3 years in a row!

2009
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 Can you recommend a good place to (fill 

in the blank)? We often hear this in conver-

sations. That’s one reason we hold our an-

nual Readers Choice, to give people a chance 

to weigh in on their favorite places to eat, 

drink and be merry as well as to share the 

best spots to buy items and services.

 In the San Ramon Valley we always see 

people out and about, running errands, 

shopping, exercising and generally enjoying 

the great weather that the region offers. We 

hope this rundown of choices gives readers 

an idea of new places to explore.

 We ran two separate Readers Choice sur-

veys — the fourth annual for Danville and 

the first for San Ramon. It’s always interest-

ing to hear what people like, what people 

love, and what people tell us about that 

we’ve missed.

 It’s not too late to tell us what we’ve 

missed — there is always next year! Send 

your comments to editor@danvilleexpress.

com. Meanwhile, we hope you enjoy reading 

about the winners that our readers chose 

this year. 

These are a 
few of your 
favorite things

CHRIS SCOTT/WWW.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM
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Around Town

Best auto dealership: Dirito Brothers

Picking out a new car — what fun! But it’s 

also a bummer — spending so much money! 

Dirito Brothers helps to make it painless, say 

our readers.

Best car repair: Auto Care of Danville

This Hartz Avenue business will keep that 

car running smoothly. Readers rave about 

George.

Best car wash: Sponges

Keep your car shiny, inside and out. Our 

readers say this San Ramon business does 

the best job and provides the best service.

Best real estate office: J. Rockcliff

Location, location, location — this Realtor is 

on Railroad Avenue. Let them help you navi-

gate the intricacies of home buying or selling.

Best golf course: Blackhawk Country Club

Fore! Plus four drinks at the bar for your 

favorite foursome after a fun day on this 

beautiful course.

Best kept secret treasure: Eugene O’Neill’s Tao 
House/Museum of the San Ramon Valley (tie)

The old Train Depot is charming on the out-

side but those who venture inside discover 

a secret treasure — the Museum of the San 

Ramon Valley. This location is also the stop 

for the free shuttle that takes visitors up the 

winding hills to the Eugene O’Neill Nation-

al Historic Site with the Tao House, where 

O’Neill wrote his Pulitzer Prize-winning 

“Long Day’s Journey into Night.” It must be 

seen to be believed.

Best local mortgage broker:  
BT Investments and Loans

In this financial climate, mortgages have 

entered the world of the topsy turvy with 

a new lexicon of “underwater” and “upsid-

edown.” Our readers like BT.

Best pet groomer: ShamPooches

Bring in Fido or Frisky for a professional 

washing or use the big tub to do it yourself. 

Either way, avoid a mess and end up with a 

fresh pet.

Danville Readers Choice Winners

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Imagine Eugene O’Neill upstairs in his office of the Tao House writing “Long Day’s Journey into Night.” Visit the Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site, voted the best 
kept secret, for a tour of the house and to wander the grounds, which include the gravesite of Blemie, the playwright’s beloved Dalmatian. Entrance to the site is by 
shuttle only, which stops in front of the Museum of the San Ramon Valley on Wednesday through Sunday. No reservations are required Saturdays when the shuttle 
leaves at 10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m. For other days, call 838-0249. 



Best pet sitter: Pets Plus

Pet sitters do more than keep your pet from going into mourn-

ing during your absence — they also water plants, take in news-

papers and mail, and generally make the place look lived in. 

Best place to get a traffic ticket: San Ramon Valley Boulevard

Strange question. Is there really any good place to get a traffic 

ticket?

Best place to have a first date: Bridges

Great idea — when the conversation flags you can talk about 

Robin Williams and his portrayal of Mrs. Doubtfire. If the guy 

or gal doesn’t laugh, there should be no second date.

Best place to people watch: Starbucks on Hartz Avenue

This is more than a spot for people watching. It was also a ring-

side seat for the demise of the trees at the Veterans Memorial 

Building and will soon be the best place to watch its renovations.

Best senior living facility: Villa San Ramon

Lush and plush, this is a great place to relax and enjoy the 

fruits of a lifetime of labor.

Best tire store/service center: Big O Tires

Those four big O’s are mighty important on each of our cars.

Best travel agency: Danville Travel

Apparently people do book trips without going online, and our 

readers most often chose Danville Travel.

Best tutoring school: On Track Learning 

Need a little help? Check out On Track Learning in Alamo, 

which offers a variety of educational services to get your child 

on track academically.

Best veterinarian: Bishop Ranch Veterinary Center

Convenient hours, beautiful facility and great location — but 

best of all, great doctors and staff. Bet you can’t get out with-

out buying a hilarious greeting card.

Personal care

Best Day Spa: Valeria Spa

A day — or an hour — of pampering is well worth the time 

and money. Our readers chose Valeria for a day of indulgence.

Best hair salon for men: Sports Clips

Guys: If your barber ain’t cutting it, so to speak, check out 

Sports Clips.

Best hair salon for women: Tribez

Exit feeling beautiful — plus enjoying a great view of Mount Dia-

blo. This spacious establishment offers great stylists and more.

Thank You for
Voting Us

“Best Golf Course”

Enjoy 
unlimited golf 

at San Ramon’s 
Best Golf Course

Individual, Family and Senior 
Memberships still Available. 

Dues as low as $229 per month.

9000 S. Gale Ridge Rd
San Ramon

(925) 735-4253
www.thebridgesgolf.com/members

$25 THREE COURSE SUMMER MENU

Sunday - Thursday evenings through September

With your selection, please enjoy one glass of  

Piatti Private Label Chardonnay, Cabernet or Merlot for $3

100 SYCAMORE VALLEY RD WEST

THANK YOU TO THE DANVILLE EXPRESS 

READERS FOR VOTING US  

“BEST ITALIAN RESTAURANT!”   

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

VIEW OUR MENU OR MAKE RESERVATIONS 

DANVILLE READERS CHOICE



Best manicure/pedicure: Bollinger Nails

Relax while receiving a mani and pedi, and leave with the 

world at your fingertips (and toetips).

Best medical spa: Blackhawk Medical

Get spa treatments to look and feel better using medical-grade 

products. Take care of the one body you will have in this lifetime!

Specialty retail

Best art gallery: Village Theatre Art Gallery

Danville’s renovated theater on Front Street reopened Nov. 14 

with Charlie Brown and “Peanuts at Bat,” and it has kept up 

lively and interesting exhibits in the theater’s spacious lobby.

Best athletic apparel: Forward Motion

Forward or backward, motion is good for us. And the right 

clothing is important, especially for feet.

Best bicycle shop: Danville Bike

How to choose from so many bikes? Let the knowledgeable 

staff help you then hit the road to Mount Diablo.

Best bookstore: Rakestraw Books

So many books, so little time. That’s why you need to ask 

Michael Barnard and his mom Julie for recommendations. Its 

spacious new quarters make it a pleasure to browse or buy.

Best children’s clothing: Snickerdoodles

Why spend more? Get designer togs here for the toddlers — 

they’re consignment but many still have the original tags. A 

nice place for toys and decorations for the kids rooms, too.

Best discount store: Tuesday Morning

“Never pay retail,” was the mantra of one movie mom. Check 

out Tuesday Morning often to catch the ever-changing mer-

chandise as it arrives. 

Best florist: East Bay Florists

Bring the outdoors inside with specially grown flowers and 

unique arrangements by this florist who’s been in the Livery 

for 23 years.

Best framing shop: Richard’s Arts and Crafts

The choice is wide, the work precise — and flattering to the 

framed.

Best grocery store: Trader Joe’s

Large organic selection and good prices — what more could 

one want? Oh, yes, a wide selection of chocolates.

Best hobby/craft store: Richard’s Arts and Crafts

From teensy beads to silk flowers to tissue paper, this place 

DANVILLE READERS CHOICE

Since 1961

390 Diablo Road #110, Danville
www.GaylerConstruction.com

Call now to discuss your project!
925.820.0185

Lic. #384275

CERTIFIED GREEN BUILDER

2009



Men’s Regular Price: $18
Not valid with any other offer. Coupon may not be bartered, traded, copied or sold.

Valid only at Danville Location. 

$14Men’s
Haircut

Boys (12 & Under) Regular Price: $14
Not valid with any other offer. Coupon may not be bartered, traded, copied or sold.

Valid only at Danville Location. 

$12Boys’
Haircut

’

Thank You for voting us the Reader’s 

Choice in Best Men’s Hair Salon!

Danville Camino Tassajara & Crow Canyon Rd. 
Next to McDonald’s  (2887)

EXPIRES 8/31/10 EXPIRES 8/31/10



Browse Danville Online.
Every Day.

DanvilleinStyle.com

specialty retail  |  elegant facilities  

spas and salons

family activities  |  pristine parks   

cafés  |  fi ne dining  |  biking  

special events  |  recreation

museum  |  farmers’ market

 historic downtown

Hot Deals

Shopping

Farmers’ 
Market

Dog Friendly

e-News

has it all. It’s also a great spot to get ideas. Stop here early to 

prepare your home for any holiday.

Best jewelry store: Smith Jewelers

The Danville area has so many wonderful jewelry shops to 

choose from that this was a very competitive category. Jewelry 

is a good investment plus it’s wonderful to enjoy.

Best maternity store: Snickerdoodles

One only needs to wear roomy clothing for so many months 

so consignment purchases make sense. You still want to look 

your best and capitalize on that pregnancy glow.

Best men’s clothing: Patrick James

Patrick James at Blackhawk has men covered — from swim 

wear to dress wear and everything in between. The shop is 

roomy and well appointed, an enjoyable place to shop.

Best place to buy a gift: Elegant Clutter

While you’re there, we dare you to resist buying something for 

yourself. It’s always fun to stop in and see what’s new at the 

Clutter.

Best shoe store: Tootsies

This cute, reasonably priced footwear is the favorite. Sandals 

galore right now, and it also offers pedis to make them look 

even better.

Best store for pets: Molly’s Pup-Purr-ee/Pet Food Express (tie)

These stores offer new unimagined ways to pamper your pets. 

FILE PHOTO

Farmers markets are all about fresh veggies sold in the fresh outdoors. 
One is never too young to begin shopping at the markets in Danville or 
San Ramon.

DANVILLE READERS CHOICE



A casual, comfortable 
gathering place for friends and 
family or business associates.

Thank you for 
selecting Pascal’s as the 
Best French Restaurant. 

Bon Appetit!

155-B Railroad Avenue
Downtown Danville

925-838-7349
PascalCafe.com

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
6 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 
7 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

  ✤ French Pastries Baked Fresh Daily

Specialty Coffee Drinks ✤

Breakfast & Lunch Gourmet  ✤

Sandwiches, Salads and Soup

Patio Dining ✤

They’re fun to browse — even for the petless.

Best wine store: Beverages & More

Can you say 5-cent sale? 

Epicure

Best American food: Esin Restaurant & Bar

This eatery is doing well in its new location. Chef Esin De-

Carion continues to please with his imaginative menu using 

the freshest ingredients.

Best bakery: Katrina Rozelle Pastries & Dessert

Stop in early to choose a delectable cake, tart or cookies from 

the display case in Alamo. And be sure to consider Katrina for 

a fabulous wedding cake.

Best breakfast: Vally Medlyn’s/Katy’s Korner (tie)

Breakfast out is a great tradition, rain or shine. The extensive 

menus at these two establishments have something for every-

one. Both have outdoor seating for sunny mornings.

Best burger: Pete’s Brass Rail & Carwash

Pete’s offers the “American classic” hamburger, one-half 

pounders cooked flat on the grill for maximum flavor, served 

with french fries, lettuce, onion, pickle and pepperoncini on 

the side. Yum!

Best California cuisine: The Peasant and the Pear

“Great food is fresh food” is its philosophy. Its fare slightly 

changes according to the season but the favorites remain.

Best Chinese restaurant: Uncle Yu’s

The ambience at Uncle Yu’s San Ramon location is sooth-

ing, perfect for enjoying the innovative choices it offers or the 

simpler, more traditional dishes.

Best deli: Domenico’s

Domenico’s offers delicious deli offerings in downtown 

Danville. What could be better? It also has a huge variety of 

freshly made salads.

Best dessert: Esin Restaurant & Bar

Esin takes desserts to a new level, from classic creme brulee to 

southern pecan tart to a bittersweet chocolate fudge brownie 

tort with vanilla bean gelato. The menu also suggests appro-

priate ports for after dinner.

Best French restaurant: Pascal French Oven

This delightful café offers breakfast and lunch pastries, crois-

sants, eggs benedict, french toast and more. It reminds you 

that chocolate eclairs are from France and offers them in mini 

and regular sizes.

DANVILLE READERS CHOICE

Happy Reading!

522 Hartz Avenue, Danville
(925) 837-7337  www.rakestrawbooks.com

THANK YOU!

Michael Barnard & the Staff of Rakestraw Books, “The Bookstore in 
Danville” appreciate this great honor. For more than 35 years, Rakestraw 

Books has been privileged to serve the readers of Danville and the
San Ramon Valley. Thank you for your patronage, support, and friendship. 



Check out our inventory online at 

www.eleasereturns.com
1941 San Ramon Valley Blvd.  

Between Sycamore and Crow Canyon off I-680

10 MINI COOPER S
Red / Black 
One owner local 
trade & only 
4 months old. 
Sport/Premium 
Pkg with HK 
Premium sound.
$25,995

07 BENZ GL450 4MATIC
Black/Black
One owner 

lease return 
in brand new 

condition. 
Premium  
Pkg with  

navigation!
$39,995

2007 BMW 650CIC
Silver / Black 

ABS, Cruise Control, 
Leather, Power Locks, 

Power Windows, 
Privacy Glass, CD 
Stacker, Premium 
Wheels, Premium 

Sound, Navigation.
$45,995

Best fresh produce: Danville farmers market

Seasonal produce at good prices — what could be better? 

Fresh flowers! Danville makes it pleasant, too, with live per-

formances. And check out the latest display in the adjacent 

Museum of the San Ramon Valley.

Best ice cream/yogurt: Yogurt Shack

Soft yogurt and a choice of a million toppings — a fun and deli-

cious treat — in hot weather or cold. The staff is über enthusiastic.

Best independent coffee house: Peet’s

Enjoy coffee and camaraderie — and many folks bring along 

their computers, too. A large outdoor seating area to relax, 

dogs at feet, after a jaunt on the Iron Horse Trail.

Best Italian restaurant: Piatti Ristorante and Bar

This spacious Livery eatery says “trattoria,” with its open kitchen 

and stone pizza hearth that provide delicious Italian cuisine and 

warm Italian hospitality.

Best Mediterranean/Middle Eastern restaurant: Faz Restaurant & Bar

Kabobs and pomegranate chicken celebrate the origins of 

owner Faz Poursohi in Tehran. The Mediterranean combo 

platter is a favorite start to everyone’s meal. 

CHRIS SCOTT/WWW.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM

Kiwanis Fourth of July Parade fun in 2009 featured (from top, left) the 
train from the Museum of the San Ramon Valley, with volunteers from all 
its programs; Bianca La Russa, daughter of Animal Rescue Foundation 
founders Tony and Elaine La Russa, enjoying the parade with Griffin, aka 
Uncle Sam; and Scouts starting off the parade with Old Glory;

DANVILLE READERS CHOICE



21

V
IE

W
S 

 J
U

LY
 2

01
0

Best Mexican restaurant:  
Luna Loca Mexican Restaurant

It’s about more than chips and salsa — al-

though meals here begin with chips and two 

salsas — red and green. The deck is fun and 

festive on summer nights.

Best outdoor dining: Faz Restaurant & Bar

Enjoy fine dining in the Faz redwood grove, 

right in the middle of Danville. Floor to 

ceiling glass brings the outdoors in to other 

diners, too.

Best pizza: Zachary’s

Zachary’s sells Chicago-style pizza, thin, 

stuffed, half-baked, seasonal — all with 19 

toppings to choose from.

Best place for a business lunch: Bridges

Quiet enough to talk business, bustling 

enough to keep your synapses firing — and 

wonderful food.

Best romantic restaurant: Bridges

One recent evening, three couples were 

celebrating their anniversaries at Bridges. It’s 

romantic and it’s special so enjoy its deli-

cious offerings and good service under the 

bridge mural or near the gardens.

Best salad: The Peasant and the Pear

Organic greens are always a good start. Add 

a roasted pear, candied walnuts and Point 

Reyes blue cheese with balsamic vinaigrette 

for a Bishop Ranch salad, just one of several 

at The Peasant and the Pear.

Best sushi/Japanese restaurant:  
Kane Sushi Japanese Cuisine

Kane has made itself part of the community 

by using customers’ suggestions for rolls 

that everyone can enjoy.

Best take-out restaurant: Tower Grille

Maybe it’s the pizza that earned it this honor 

but all of its delicious food should survive a 

trip home.

Best Thai restaurant: Thai House Restaurant

The Thai chef combines the subtleties and 

spices of this popular cuisine quite well, then it 

is presented beautifully and with the friendly 

smiles for which Thailand is famous.

Best wine bar: The Vine

The Vine at Bridges has really caught on 

since opening a couple of year ago. It carries 

350 wines from around the world in its retail 

shop and has 35 wines by the glass, taste or 

bottle. Musical events help draw a crowd.

Let’s get physical

Best health club: ClubSport San Ramon

Great place to get in shape, from state-of-

the-art machines to fun, exhausting workout 

classes to the tennis courts halfway to the 

stars and the heated Olympic-sized pool.

Best martial arts studio: Martial Arts America

With a modern approach to self-defense, 

this studio helps students progress quickly 

toward their personal goals.

Best place to bike/jog/walk: Iron Horse Trail

Oh, yeah! When completed, the 33-mile trail 

will reach from Suisun Bay to Livermore but 

the part we like best is the beautiful miles 

that stretch through Alamo, Danville and 

San Ramon.

Best yoga/pilates: IM=X Pilates Studio

 IM=X updates the fitness methods begun by 

Joseph Pilates 60-70 years ago. These modern 

advances are a hit with our readers.

At home

Best antique store: Cottage Jewel

The store itself is a jewel, thousands of 

DANVILLE READERS CHOICE



treasures waiting to be discovered. Drop in often to peruse the 

eclectic, every changing inventory.

Best flooring store: First Choice Abbey Carpet of Danville

Fashionable flooring and experts to help — takes the pain out 

of updates to your home. There are so many choices today — 

easy to care for and stunning to behold.

Best hardware store: Alamo Ace Hardware

What a journey it’s been in that Alamo location from Yardbirds 

to Home Depot to Ace Hardware. It seems they’ve got it right.

Best home consignment shop: Home Consignment Center

At these prices, why not add something new to your tired old 

home — or new old jewelry to your personal accouterments? It 

started in Danville in 1994 and now has 15 locations.

Best home furnishings: Elegant Clutter

Room by room, Elegant Clutter offers many ideas for how to 

furnish and finish the rooms in your home. And the assistants 

are so darned nice, they make you feel right at home in the 

store.

Best interior design: J. Hettinger

Jerry Hettinger knows about decor — and his staff is knowl-

DANVILLE READERS CHOICE

NEW  
ARRIVAL

www.rickspicks.biz

PRÉ DE PROVENCE SOAPS NOW IN STOCK!

SAVE UP TO 40% OFF 
YOUR FAVORITE FRENCH 

MILLED SOAPS
Experience the beauty of 
nature at its finest with 
Pre de Provence Soap - 
Enriched Shea Butter Soaps. 
The nourishing formula 
moisturizes and repairs your 
skin as it cleanses away all 250 gm

bars 
$4.99impurities and leaves your skin freshly scented. 

The nourishing formula moisturizes and repairs  
your skin as it cleanses away all impurities and leaves your 
skin freshly scented.



edgeable and easy to work with. They can 

help whether you’re building a house from 

scratch or redoing an existing space.

Best landscaper/designer: CK Landscaping

Landscapers can help turn any yard into a 

lovely park, based on the owner’s tastes and 

lifestyle. Check out CK.

Best nursery: Navlet’s

Navlet’s isn’t just a good place to buy plants, 

it’s a fun place to stop in occasionally to see 

what’s new. Gnomes anyone?

Best remodeling contractor: Gayler Construction

There are remodels and remodels. It’s im-

portant to work with a contractor who has 

great ideas and gets it right.

Stepping out

Best happy hour: Bridges

Get happy not just with special drink prices 

but with small plates for $6. Altogether deli-

cious and fun.

Best place for a picnic: Mount Diablo

Pack up that picnic basket and head for the 

mountain. The winding drive up offers spec-

tacular views, and the state park has picnic 

tables if the ground doesn’t beckon. 

Best place for dancing: ShBoom

ShBoom Night Club in San Ramon features 

Throwback Thursdays, Rewind Fridays and 

Saturdays at ShBoom. Go for it!

Best place to get together with friends:  
Pete’s Brass Rail & Car Wash

Spacious and friendly and welcoming to 

kids, this bustling place is great for beers, 

friendship and food, not necessarily in that 

order.

Best public event: 4th of July Parade

It’s grown from a hokey trot down Hartz 

Avenue to a full-fledged red, white and blue 

extravaganza, drawing folks from miles 

around to celebrate Uncle Sam’s birthday. 

See you there! ■

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

The Village Theatre and Art Gallery was voted the 
best art gallery in Danville. The Mount Diablo display 
ended June 6, followed by an exhibition of the high 
school student recognition art projects ending July 
3. Opening July 29 to run until Sept. 4 will be an 
invitational sculpture exhibit called “Twisted, Chiseled 
and Fired,” featuring the work of more than 10 
renowned sculptors at the top of their game.

2009

Thank you to our Loyal Customers 
for Voting us for 4 years in a row for 
the Best California Cuisine/Innovative 

Dining, the Best American Food 
Restaurant and The BEST Dessert 
AND Now for the BEST Romantic 

Restaurant! We appreciate you!

View our menus or make reservations at

www.EsinRestaurant.com

925.314.0974
750 Camino Ramon, Danville | Rose Garden
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2 Great Events...One Great Cause
Chevron presents the 27th Annual...

5k & 1/2 M an Ramon/Danville
an Ramon Valley Education Foundation

© 2010 SRVEF - Artwork by Rebecca and Charley Okmin, Hidden Hills Elementary. Smiles sponsored by Gale Ranch Orthodontics

• All-you-can-eat pasta 
  and desserts

• Musical performances 
  by district students

• Expanded kids play 
  area and activities

• Live and silent 
  auctions

• Fabulous raffl e prizes

• 100% of the proceeds 
  donated directly to 
  the San Ramon Valley 
  Education Foundation

• Now, more than ever, 
  our schools depend on 
  your support!

Come for the Carbs, Get Set for the Run
A Family Party for Education the night before Primo’s Run

www.primosrun.com/carboload

The Rotary Club of San Ramon’s 26th Annual

Sponsors to date:

San Ramon 

To purchase tickets go to:

www.primosrun.com/carboload

Online registration for the run is now open. Special rate if you register for both events.
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Around town

Best auto dealership: Lawrence Volvo

Remember that old line from Crazy People: 

They’re boxy but they’re safe. If you’re 

thinking about a new car, Lawrence Volvo is 

No. 1. A family-owned business in Wal-

nut Creek for 90 years, they must be doing 

something right.

Best car repair: Valley Import Center

If you missed out on the Cash for Clunkers 

deal or you just want to keep your favorite 

car ever around as long as possible, Valley 

Import Center is our readers’ choice to keep 

cars tuned up and running at their best.

Best car wash: Sponges

Now that you gotten that old car running 

like new, make it look like new with a trip 

to Sponges Car Wash and Detail Center. 

Grab a latte in the coffee shop while you 

wait.

Best golf course: Bridges Golf Club at Gale Ranch

Fore! Actually it’s more like an eight. Voted 

as one of the most challenging courses 

in Northern California, but don’t let that 

scare you.

Best pet groomer: ShamPooches

Great name, great service, great reviews. If 

you’re like us, giving a dog a bath means 

getting one, too. ShamPooches has been 

grooming all breeds of dogs — cats, too — 

since 1993.

Best place to get a ticket: Crow Canyon Road

It is just too easy to speed on this road. Bet-

ter slow down. And don’t read this while you 

drive.

Best place to have a first date:  
Summer Concert in the Park

A glass of wine, a loaf of bread and thou. 

OK, maybe a little brie, too. The concerts are 

Sundays from July 11 until Aug. 8. A great 

place for the other kind of PDA — public 

display of affection.

Best place to people watch:  
Hop Yard Alehouse and Grill Patio

A recent study said that after three drinks, 

people really do get better looking, so bring 

your designated driver and find out. Stop 

by Hop Yard on a Brewery Night Tuesday 

and see the Hop Heads from the Hop Yard 

Harvester Beer Club in action.

Best mortgage broker: Summit Financial

Summit Financial is a financial planning and 

wealth management firm; if you want to retire 

rich, our readers say this is the place to go.

Best senior living facility: Villa San Ramon

An amazing entrance, personal gardens and 

a meandering mile-long walking path are 

among the items that have put Villa San Ra-

mon on our readers choice list. Independent 

living, assisted living and Alzheimer’s care 

are offered, as well as respite care.

Best tutoring school: Kumon

Whether your child needs a little help or 

wants to get ahead, the Kumon method, 

developed in Japan 50 years ago, has been 

getting great results. Toru Kumon was so 

successful, his son was doing calculus by the 

time he was in sixth grade.

Best veterinarian: Bishop Ranch Veterinary Clinic

A sick pet is no fun. Our readers chose 

Bishop Ranch Veterinary Clinic for its vets 

and the fact that it’s open seven days a 

week. It also has a pet emergency room and 

urgent care.

Personal care

Best day spa: ClubSport of San Ramon

Offering facials, microdermabrasion and 

professional peels along with hair and nail 

services, ClubSport is our readers’ choice. 

Maybe you’ll actually use that gym mem-

bership.

Best hair salon for men: San Ramon Barber Shop

A classic, old-fashioned barber shop that 

caters to young and old. This San Ramon 

Barber Shop offers senior citizen discounts 

and can still do modern styles like fades and 

style cuts.

San Ramon Readers Choice Winners

CHRIS SCOTT/WWW.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM

The Iron Horse Trail is a favorite with readers in Danville and San Ramon. It’s not only great for exercising 
yourself and your dog, it’s a good way to get from Alamo to Danville to San Ramon.



Best hair salon for women: Salon X

Salon X has a team of talented, supportive 

stylists who are serious about making you 

look your best. Our readers always look great.

Best manicure/pedicure: Bollinger Nail Salon

Things have come a long way since Madge 

the manicurist soaked her clients hands in 

Palmolive dish soap. Bollinger Nail Salon 

is a high-end nail boutique, with Whirl-

pool Pedicure Footspas and Relaxor chair 

massages.

Best medical spa: Radiant Images Laser Center

With laser hair removal, laser skin treat-

ments and a variety of other skin care proce-

dures, Radiant Images has moved skin care 

into the 21st century.

Specialty retail

Best art gallery: The Frame Shop and Gallery

Now known as Acanthus, the shop has re-

cently moved to 3120-B Crow Canyon Road 

and exhibits art by some of the Bay Area’s 

best local artists, like Mark Mertens, Ron 

Norman and Charles White.

Best athletic apparel store: Forward Motion

If you want to combine performance and 

style when you run, Forward Motion is 

the place. Clothes and sneakers to fit every 

running style and triathlon gear. Forward 

Motion even has its own running club. Run 

on in.

Best bicycle shop: Pegasus

A bike shop owned by cyclists. The guys at 

Pegasus want to help you have as much fun 

riding as they do. All the gear — and gears 

— you need, and they’ve teamed up with 

Kovarus to raise money to help fight brain 

tumors.

Best bookstore: Borders

There’s nothing like the smell of fresh ink on 

paper, and that sound when a new hardback 

opens. There are literally tens of thousands 

of books at Borders, plus a whole CD section.

Best discount store:  
Rick’s Picks/Tuesday Morning (tie)

Both Rick’s Picks and Tuesday Morning of-

fer closeouts on the same things you’d buy 

at another store, only cheaper. Rick’s Picks 

is local, while Tuesday Morning is a chain. 

Either way, you’ll save.

Best florist: Floral Fantasy of San Ramon

Customers describe this place as “totally 

awesome.” Don’t wait until you’ve done 

something wrong to bring home flowers.

Best grocery store: Whole Foods

If you don’t know about Whole Foods al-

ready, you should check this place out. Huge 

store, great selection, organics and plenty of 

parking.

Best hobby/craft store: Michaels

Michaels is fantasyland for hobbyists. Sew-

ing, scrapbooking, oil paints and canvasses, 

SAN RAMON READERS CHOICE

ELEGANT CLUTTER
Furni ture ome Accents nter ior  Des ign

Shop Locally. 
   Live Beautifully.

An Elegant Thank You
to our loyal Danville & San Ramon customers for voting us 

& 

for 4 Years in a Row!

We LOVE you TOO!

702 Sycamore Valley Road ■  Danville Livery ■ 925-837-1001 ■ www.ElegantClutter.com



500 Sycamore Valley Road West Danville . In the Livery . 925.831.3644

www.lunalocadanville.com

Thank you to our loyal friends and 

customers for voting for us for the 

4th year in a row...

BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

Serving outstanding food since 1993

2009

and anything else you could think of for 

your crafting convenience.

Best home accessory store: Elegant Clutter

Elegant Clutter offers furniture, accessories 

and even design services. If you’re like us, 

you’ll need that.

Best jewelry store: Bulgary Jewelry

Watches, jewelry, jewelry repair and more. 

Bulgary Jewelry also offers antique jewelry 

and coins.

Best men’s clothing store: Patrick James

With business suits, night-out attire, casual 

clothing and accessories, Patrick James can 

make you look like you just stepped out of 

GQ magazine.

Best place to buy a gift:  
Just A Little Something Gift Shop

Gift ideas for every single person in your life. 

Just A Little Something Gift Shop’s motto is 

“All of the good stuff, none of the bad.”

Best shoe store: Tootsies

Get a pedicure and shop for shoes at the 

same time. No wonder it’s our readers’ 

choice.

Best store for pets:  
Pet Food Express/Molly’s Pup-purr-ee (tie)

Pet Food Express is to pets what Trader Joe’s 

is for people, while Molly’s Pup-purr-ee 

features a whole range of cool stuff. Pick up 

some bling for your dog.

Best women’s clothing store: Loehmann’s

From classic to contemporary women’s 

clothing, our readers say Loehmann’s is the 

place to dress to impress.

Epicure

Best American food restaurant:  
Hop Yard Alehouse and Grill

Garlic and parmesan fries. Burgers. Beer. 

Check out Hop Yard’s online menu if you 

want to get hungry.

Best bakery: City of D’lights

From seasonal and birthday to tiered cakes 

for weddings and pastries. City of D’lights 

also has a line of signature cakes like choco-

late truffle and lemon mousse.

Best breakfast: Katy’s Korner

Katy’s Korner has good service, kitschy dé-

cor and a half dozen kinds of eggs benedict. 

Remember, breakfast is the most important 

meal of the day.

Best burger: In-N-Out

Everything you’ve ever wanted from a fast 

food restaurant. If the line’s too long (and it’s 

always out to the street), they come out to 

your car to take your order.

Best California cuisine/innovative dining:  
Esin Restaurant & Bar

Esin means inspiration (it’s also the name of 

one of the owners), and this restaurant offers 

American food with a Mediterranean flair. 

Amazing appetizers and decadent desserts, too.

SAN RAMON READERS CHOICE



Professional Dog Walking, Dog Training, 
Pet Sitting,Taxi Service PLUS more!

PETS PLUS   

A special thank you to the 
Danville Express Readers for voting us 
Best Pet Sitter for the third year!

Loving care for your pets at home - where they are the happiest!

• Accredited by the Better Business Bureau 
 (4 years A+ rating)

• Certifi ed Dog Walker (dogTEC)
• Certifi ed Pet First Aid and CPR
• Certifi ed Dog Trainer, ABCDT

Michelle Monteforte, OWNER AND PACK LEADER

925.803.8839 OFFICE | 925.640.3810 CELL

michellespets@comcast.net | www.petspluspetsitting.com

925.939.3333
2791 North Main St., Walnut Creek, CA

www.lawrencevolvo.com

Get All of This Plus More Great Offers from Volvo!

THE 2011 VOLVO C70

5 YEAR WARRANTY + 5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR 
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

For further details, please contact our sales department at 925.939.3333 or visit our website at www.lawrencevolvo.com
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Best Chinese restaurant: Uncle Yu’s

Not just your typical Chinese restaurant, 

Uncle Yu’s has an upscale style that comes 

through in dishes that range from tradi-

tional spicy Szechuan to innovative ones 

like smoked salmon and cucumber noodles, 

sautéed with a shitake with soy vinaigrette.

Best Deli: Erik’s Delicafe

The people at Erik’s know how to build a 

sandwich, and they even have kosher pickles.

Best dessert: City of D’lights

Owners Attila Gogos and Lynne Kawakami 

clearly love what they do and it shows in 

their cakes and pastries.

Best ice cream/yogurt shop: Cold Stone Creamery

Have your own personal ice cream experi-

ence at Cold Stone. Customize with mix-ins, 

and don’t forget the freshly-made cone.

Best independent coffee house: Peet’s Coffee & Tea

Peet’s has been raising the expectations of 

coffee drinkers since Alfred Peet brewed 

his first pot in Berkeley in 1966. An East Bay 

staple, Peet’s brews great coffees and teas.

Best Italian restaurant: Giuseppe’s

Owned and run by Joseph Marra, 

Giuseppe’s is housed in a former bank and 

serves traditional Italian entrees and pasta. 

Marra has a degree in the study of wines, so 

our readers know there’s a great selection.

Best Mexican restaurant: Casa Orozco

A family-owned restaurant for more than 20 

years, Casa Orozco features margaritas with 

a choice of more than 130 tequilas, a festive 

atmosphere, and good prices. You can never 

go wrong with the chicken enchilada soup.

Best outdoor dining: Hop Yard Alehouse and Grill

This is Hop Yard’s third listing on readers’ 

choice this year, so the folks there must be 

doing lots of things right. Have your meal on 

the patio at Hop Yard.

Best pizza: Zachary’s

Deep-dish, Chicago-style pizza at its best, and 

Zachary’s is employee-owned, so your pizza 

maker has a personal stake in getting it right.

Best place for a business lunch: Uncle Yu’s

Uncle Yu’s has a neo-classic lunch menu 

with modern twists on Chinese classics and 

two group menus, so this is a great place to 

meet one-on-one with that prospective cli-

ent or to bring a larger group.

Best romantic restaurant: Esin Restaurant & Bar

Esin has an American/Mediterranean menu 

and great appetizers in a beautiful setting. 

Everyone raves about the desserts; order two 

and split them with your beau.

Best salad: Whole Foods

Whole Foods has a huge salad bar and so 

many choices it’s hard to decide what to 

take. Our favorite is the stuffed grape leaves.

Best sushi/Japanese restaurant: Miraku 
Japanese Cuisine/Sakura Japanese cuisine (tie)

Both Miraku and Sakura have huge sushi 

bars and great, reasonable prices for both 

the sushi and their entrees. Miraku has a 

colorful main dining room, with an electric 

blue ceiling, while Sakura is smaller, with an 

understated setting. It’s easy to see why our 

readers voted equally for both.

Best take-out restaurant: Mexxi’s

The Gomez family serves good, inexpensive 

food, and makes it easy to grab and go for 

a quick family dinner, with fresh, unique 

Chiapas-style dishes.

Best Thai restaurant: Chada Thai Cuisine

Since 1998, Chada Thai Cuisine has been 

serving original Thai cooking with beautiful 

presentations and great prices.

Let’s get physical

Best health club:  
24-Hour Fitness/ClubSport San Ramon (tie)

Both have state-of-the-art equipment at 

clean, fine-looking facilities. Each has its 

own benefits: ClubSport San Ramon has 

tennis courts and a year-round heated pool, 

while 24-Hour Fitness lets you work out any 

time you want and offers access to 400 other 

clubs across the country.

Best martial arts studio: Ultimate Fitness

Not only does Ultimate Fitness offer classes 

in Brazilian Jiu-jitsu, mixed martial arts and 

boxing, it also has a full-sized boxing ring 

and a variety of training methods along with 

personal trainers.

Best place to bike/jog/walk: Iron Horse Trail

The Iron Horse Trail runs from Concord to 

Pleasanton, with a path that has both rural 

GLENN WOHLTMANN

Zach Thompson (left) and Dustin Reed enjoy cold beer and an appetizer during happy hour at Hop Yard Alehouse 
and Grill in San Ramon. The establishment was tops in several categories in the Readers Choice survey.
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Richards Coupon

Any One Regular Priced Item
One Coupon per customer. Excludes custom framing and prior sales. 

Willow Tree, Wilton, Zhu Zhu Pets, CD’s, and Wierd California 
Book and Webkinz. Limited to stock on hand. Discount taken 

off regular price. Valid through 8/1/10

50% OFF

C L I P ’ N  S AV E !

VA L UA B L E  C O U P O N !

www.richardsartsandcrafts.com

Thank you to 
everyone for 
voting for us! 

We appreciate 
your local support.

“Best Frameshop, 
Best Hobby & Craft Store” 

2009

and urban settings. Open areas beside the paving means you 

won’t hurt your knees jogging, and the pavement provides lots 

of room for cyclists, too.

Best place to walk a dog: Memorial Park

Memorial Park has a big dog park, so you can get your best 

friend off the leash and let him meet some new pals in sepa-

rate large and small dog sections. Lots of parking, too.

Best yoga/Pilates: Danville Yoga Center

Danville Yoga Center has created a sanctuary among the old 

oak trees on its property, relaxing before you even enter the 

studio. Inside, the Danville Yoga Center not only teaches yoga 

from beginner to advanced students, it also has a book club, 

art classes and life coaching sessions.

At home

Best flooring store: Carpet One

Carpet One not only sells carpet, hardwood, laminate, 

ceramic tile, vinyl and area rugs, you can get your own per-

sonal assistant to help you find what’s right and shop from 

home, using the company’s automated system to pick the 

right floor.

SAN RAMON READERS CHOICE

 

 

 

• Largest selection of collars, 
  harnesses & leads 
  for teacups to large breeds

• All natural & healthy treats 
  made in the U.S.A.

• Gifts for dog & cat lovers

820-8222
425 Hartz Ave.

Danville

www.mollyspup.com

Voted Danville’s Best Pet Boutique 
Celebrating 14 Years in Business!

2009



3D & 4D
ULTRASOUND

Creating Tomorrow’s Memories, Today!

“When I had my 3D/4D Ultrasound, my heart 
skipped a beat. He’s not a shadow he’s not a 
dream. He is my son. He has his sister’s nose 
and chubby cheeks. He’s real.”

www.AdorableBaby3D.com

Call Today For An Appointment

(925) 552-5700
Hablamos Español

AS SEEN IN

PLEASANTON

(925) 426-9600

3015-H Hopyard Road

SAN RAMON

(925) 277-9600

See our menu at 

Best hardware store: Ace Hardware, Tassajara

While we miss the old-style hardware stores with their woody 

and musty smells and the guys who know every widget ever 

made, the Ace Store on Camino Tassajara has a great selection 

and knowledgeable and helpful staff.

Best home consignment shop: Home Consignment Center

Bringing furniture buyers and sellers together in a big way, the 

store that started in Danville in 1994 now has 15 stores. Good, 

inexpensive furniture that you don’t have to build yourself.

Best home furnishings: Home Consignment Center

When we mentioned furniture above, we really meant furni-

ture and accessories. This is the perfect place to fine matching 

sets or odds and ends.

Best nursery: Navlet’s

The Bay Area’s experts can help you select the best flowers, 

shrubs, fruit, herbs, vegetables and other plants for your gar-

den. Not to mention classes and how-to tips, and they’ll even 

repot your plant if you buy a new container.

Stepping out

Best happy hour: Hop Yard Alehouse and Grill

Not only is it a great place for a regular happy hour, but 

Thursdays at 5 p.m., the people here feature a different small 

brewer’s beers, with specials.

Best place for a picnic: Mount Diablo

Pack that basket and then decide where on Mount Diablo to 

go. Hidden waterfall or tiny valley, Rock City or up near the 

top so you can almost see the ocean. It’s a tough call but you 

can’t really go wrong.

Best place for dancing: ShBoom

Whether it’s Wednesday night’s Salsa in San Ramon or Rewind 

Fridays, when grownups want to party, ShBoom is our readers’ 

choice.

Best place to get together with friends: Chevy’s

Chevy’s is a great place to chill after work or on a weekend. 

They make Mexican from scratch, with great prices and dishes 

in a festive atmosphere — and they make a mean Cabo Wabo 

Rock ‘n Rita. 

Best public event: Art and Wind Festival

Entertainment on three stages, 200 arts and crafts booths, 

everything you could want to eat or drink with that money go-

ing to charity and entertainment for the tykes. Plus, kites and 

a hot air balloon launch. Up, up and away! ■

SAN RAMON READERS CHOICE



 Up, up and away they went — the hot 

air balloons and kites galore during the 

annual San Ramon Art & Wind Festival 

held at Central Park on May 30-31. The fest 

featured 200 arts and crafts booths, and 

folks took advantage of the kites for sale 

and headed to the big field to show their 

kids how it’s done — old-fashioned fun sans 

batteries. Children also were able to make 

their own kites, plus enjoy an activity area 

with bouncers and slides, rides and a rock-

climbing wall.

 This year’s event had a successful hot 

air balloon launch at dawn Monday at 

the baseball fields, thanks to the perfect 

weather. About 200 residents were able to 

get close and personal with the six hot air 

balloons and take photos, including inside 

the balloons themselves. They applauded as 

the balloons one by one lifted into the sky 

shortly after 7 a.m.

 All weekend long, nonprofit groups sold 

edible goodies — from fruit kabobs to sushi 

to cotton candy to gyros — to earn thou-

sands of dollars for their good causes. Last 

year’s event raised $80,000. Parking for $5 

at adjacent lots benefitted Cal High Grad 

night and the San Ramon Teen Council. 

 Entertainment at the Chevron stage and 

the grassy amphitheater entertained crowds 

throughout the weekend, from bands to 

dance troupes to puppet shows to local cho-

ral groups. Children danced in the grass as 

the entertainers regaled the crowds.

 This successful fest puts the wind in the 

city’s sails. Good job, San Ramon. ■

Glorious weather perfects 2010 San Ramon Festival

Art & Wind

FROM SANRAMONEXPRESS.COM



Clockwise from 
above: Tatseena 
leads her 
Troupe Tareefa 
Belly Dancers, 
performing with 
snakes and 
swords; popular 
food booths raise 
money for nonprofit 
organizations; 
children’s activities 
include inflatable 
bouncers and 
slides; a rare 
chance for people 
to custom-design 
a Frisbie; a race 
car train is fun for 
children — and 
adults; families test  
the wind and their 
kite-flying skills.
PHOTOS BY EMILY WEST,  
AMORY GUTIERREZ AND  
DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Do you have photos to share? Submit them to the online Photo Gallery at  
SanRamonExpress.com/photo_gallery or DanvilleExpress.com/photo_gallery.
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 Walking into their brand new school in 

2007, students at Dougherty Valley High 

School realized they’d be creating a legacy. 

Three years later, they’ve set some things in 

motion, and they hope their “new tradi-

tions” will remain.

 Ask any student, parent or teacher about 

those traditions and likely the first thing 

they’ll mention is academic excellence. With 

good reason, too: With an academic per-

formance index (API) of 905 out of possible 

1,000, Dougherty Valley is not only the top 

scoring high school in Contra Costa County 

— it’s one of the 20 highest scoring schools 

in the state.

 Beyond those scores, however, the 

seniors at Dougherty had a unique set of 

opportunities and challenges. When they 

walked through the doors as sophomores, 

recalled senior Joey Aiello, there were no 

existing student organizations of any kind. 

They and the freshmen that entered the 

school at the same time had to build every-

thing from the ground up.

 “There was no president of this club or 

that club,” Aiello said. “There were all these 

responsibilities that had to be filled and we 

just had to step up.”

 Medina Akbar, for example, made the 

tennis team, even though she’d never even 

touched a tennis racquet before. “We had 

these opportunities, things we couldn’t even 

think about doing,” Akbar said.

 Aiello became captain of the water polo 

team without ever having played. 

 Arya Minaie said being part of fledgling 

activities of every sort — from clubs to sports 

to academics — made everyone work harder. 

Minaie called that a “contagious vibe.”

 Those first two classes, now the school’s 

new seniors and the class of 2010 that 

just graduated, laid the groundwork for a 

campus of inclusion. The sophomores who 

walked through Dougherty Valley’s doors 

two years ago had been through the usual 

treatment of freshmen at other high schools, 

where being egged is a ritual, and decided to 

not carry that with them.

 “Traditions can be good or bad,” Minaie 

said. “I can’t think of any tradition that we 

have that undermines anyone.”

 While most high school students gravitate 

into cliques, those first students at Dough-

erty Valley were all in the same boat — new 

kids at a new school — and made friends 

outside their usual circles.

 Aellio, for example, was president of the 

school’s National Honor Society. Minaie 

was captain of the football team, and Akbar 

comes from the artsy side of the spectrum, 

but their shared experience brought them 

and their classmates together.

 “If we were at Monte Vista, we probably 

wouldn’t be here talking,” Minaie said.

 That’s something they’ve tried to pass 

along. “No one’s afraid to be who they are at 

this school,” Akbar said. “At other schools, 

kids just want to fit in.”

 “You don’t know what class a kid is in,” 

Aiello added. “The kids meld a lot better. I 

GLENN WOHLTMANN 

Seniors Joey Aiello, Arya Minaie and Medina Akbar are already looking forward to returning for their 10-year 
reunion, when they’ll see which of the traditions set up by the first graduating class has stood the test of time.

Dougherty 
Valley High 
— a campus 
of inclusion
BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

Starting  
     new traditions
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have friends that are freshmen and sophomores.”

 The school is immaculate, and the students mean to keep it 

that way. “It was kind of an institutional tradition that kids at 

other schools would just throw their trash anywhere,” Aiello 

said. “When the first guy did it here, we said, ‘Hey!’”

 There’s also a sense of friendship between the students and 

teachers. Some of that, Minaie explained, is because the teach-

ers are young. Plus, he said, “they listen — that’s weird.”

 Teachers are younger and tech-savvy, the three seniors agreed. 

Technology is everywhere at the school, with smart classrooms, 

equipped with ceiling-mounted video projectors. PowerPoint 

presentations have become routine, and the school that was once 

ridiculed by others who said Dougherty isn’t a real high school 

— because it hadn’t had any graduates — is now the one they 

envy. “We are like the role model,” Akbar said.

 Being the first generation at the school has given the seniors 

an opportunity to pick the traditions that they hope will be 

passed down. Minaie said he’s not afraid of borrowing from 

other schools. “I take every good idea, put it together and try 

to bring it here,” he said.

 The school is racially mixed: 30 percent Caucasian, 20 per-

cent Chinese, 18 percent Asian Indian, 7 percent Hispanic, 7 

percent African American, and 2 percent Japanese.

 “I think the minority is the majority here,” Minaie joked, 

adding, “You don’t even think about it now.”

 Like all schools, it’s not without its disciplinary problems, as 

witnessed one recent morning when two students were sent to 

Principal Denise Hibbard’s office. Still, high standards are the 

norm, and Hibbard gives much of the credit to the seniors and 

juniors. “They’ve set some of their own standards about what 

is acceptable and what is not,” Hibbard said.

 The school just graduated 238 seniors, a far cry from the five 

students who graduated in 1914 from the San Ramon Val-

ley Union High School, with classes held in a cottage, then 

upstairs at the local Odd Fellows Hall. San Ramon Valley High 

School opened in 1917, and all students in the San Ramon 

Valley attended that Danville school until Monte Vista High 

opened on the Danville/Alamo border in 1965. Del Amigo 

High in Danville opened its doors in 1969, and California High 

opened in San Ramon in 1973.

 Those are established now and Dougherty Valley is the new 

kid on the block, with all the possibilities for success and fail-

ure those other schools have already faced.

 Aiello is off to UCLA this fall, with Minaie headed to UC 

Berkeley and Akbar starting at Diablo Valley College, with 

plans to transfer to Berkeley. Although it’s a long way off, 

they’re already looking forward to their 10-year reunion; they 

want to see which of their “new traditions” have become part 

of student life at Dougherty Valley High School. ■
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PHOTOS BY EMILY WEST 

 An online survey has been created to al-

low area residents to give input on the future 

of Hap Magee Ranch Park. The Joint Plan-

ning and Operations Committee, on behalf 

of the Alamo Municipal Advisory Council 

and the Town of Danville, will use the 

results to assist them in planning improve-

ments for the park. 

 Access the survey online at www.survey-

monkey.com/s/parkpatronsurvey. Questions 

look at the current usage of the facility and 

examine what new programs and amenities 

would be most desired in the Phase 3 plan-

ning effort set to begin in 2010-11. 

 Residents will have access to the survey 

until the middle of July. 

—Emily West

Help shape the future of 
Hap Magee Ranch Park 
Online survey put on by the Alamo MAC, Town of Danville 
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Bollinger Canyon  
to expand  
to three lanes

San Ramon’s most traveled  
roadway project will have two phases

BY KEVIN WING
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 San Ramon’s busiest major thoroughfare is about to get a 

facelift. However, it is anything but cosmetic.

 Bollinger Canyon Road, specifically the section east of Inter-

state 680 that funnels drivers to Bishop Ranch Business Park 

and San Ramon’s fast-growing master-planned Dougherty 

Valley neighborhoods, is due for an upgrade.

 San Ramon Senior Engineer Brian Bornstein said two wid-

ening projects are planned for Bollinger Canyon Road. The 

first segment, on which construction work began this month, 

will expand the roadway from two to three lanes in each 

direction between Canyon Lakes Drive and Dougherty Road. 

Bornstein said the $1.8 million project, awarded to Liver-

more-based Top Grade Construction, will be designed to 

alleviate traffic congestion during the morning and afternoon 

commutes, a result of the numerous new-home communities 

252 ain treet, owntown leasanton

Wednesday ~ Sunday  925.462.9497  www.SerenityStoneworks.com

FREE
Light Kit 

with the purchaseof every fountain
with this ad. 
Exp. 7/31/10
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which have sprung up in the Gale Ranch 

and Windemere neighborhoods during 

the last decade.

 Shapell Homes, which continues to 

build the Gale Ranch neighborhoods, 

is responsible for this widening project, 

said Steve Savage, Shapell regional site 

development manager. Bornstein said 

the condition is part of the agreement 

between the city and the developer, 

which began building Gale Ranch in the 

late 1990s. The plan for Gale Ranch and 

Windemere — another master-planned 

community developed by several home-

builders — calls for 11,000 housing units 

to be completed by the time build-out 

is reached in a few years. Bornstein said 

the development of Dougherty Valley — 

which consists of single-family homes, 

condominiums and apartments — is 

about two-thirds complete as of now. 

 “That’s a lot of people living out there, 

along with a lot of cars,” Bornstein said.

 Shapell’s widening project is expected to 

be completed in August, Savage said. 

 “We don’t expect traffic delays at all 

during the construction,” he said.

 There are no plans to widen Bollinger 

Canyon Road between Dougherty Road 

KEVIN WING

Bollinger Canyon Road, currently San 
Ramon’s most traveled roadway, is 
undergoing construction to widen the 
roadway from two to three lanes.

BOLLINGER CANYON ON PAGE 40



and the Dublin city limits.

 The developer is also constructing a “turnout” space in 

front of Gale Ranch’s signature gateway waterfall, which is 

located in the eastbound direction of Bollinger Canyon Road 

west of Chanterella Drive. The waterfall landscape is ex-

tremely popular, especially with newlyweds, who utilize the 

waterfall’s backdrop for wedding photographs. The turnout 

will be long enough to accommodate limousines, and is being 

designed so that cars are not parked illegally — or unsafely 

— in the bicycle lane. When finished, vehicles can park there 

for up to 30 minutes.

 Bornstein said the second widening segment will extend 

from I-680 to Alcosta Boulevard. 

 “We want to have four lanes in each direction in that area,” 

he said. “The left-turn lanes (at Sunset Drive and Camino 

Ramon) will also be lengthened to accommodate more cars 

turning off Bollinger.”

 Right now, PG&E is relocating utilities to make way for 

the widening. The relocation of utility boxes and some gas 

and electricity lines should be finished in the fall, Bornstein 

added.

 The city is still negotiating with Chevron and The Shops 

at Bishop Ranch shopping center about acquiring land that 

would accommodate the widening project, which Bornstein 

said should begin in 2011.

 When that work is completed, Bornstein said traffic engi-

neers will install a state-of-the-art traffic signal synchroni-

zation system, coordinating all signals on Bollinger Canyon 

Road between I-680 and the Dougherty Valley.

 The development of Dougherty Valley during the last 

dozen years has elevated Bollinger Canyon Road to become 

San Ramon’s most-traveled thoroughfare. City planners still 

expect to build San Ramon’s new City Center, at Bollinger 

Canyon Road and Camino Ramon. But, because of the econo-

my, that project is still years away, according to Bornstein.

 “For years, Crow Canyon Road was the busiest street in 

town,” Bornstein said. “With the thousands of new residents 

living in the Dougherty Valley and people coming to work 

during the day at Bishop Ranch, Bollinger is now the busiest 

street.”

 According to Mike Talley, San Ramon’s traffic engineer, the 

city’s traffic volume figures show 61,000 vehicles a day used 

Bollinger Canyon Road in 2007, the last year figures were 

available. That is compared to 2003 figures, when 53,000 

vehicles a day used it. Only 57,000 vehicles utilized Crow 

Canyon Road in 2007. 2010 figures will not be available for 

about a month. ■

BOLLINGER CANYON FROM PAGE 39
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 Normally, a dog nicknamed Houdini that 

can get out of any situation would be con-

sidered a nuisance. Yet, for a homeless black 

Labrador Retriever in a shelter, this and other 

traits helped her stand out as a possible search 

and rescue dog. 

 Now called Pearl — named by a child when 

seeing her shiny coat said it was like the Black 

Pearl in “The Pirates of the Caribbean” — she 

has been officially trained to help find living 

people among rubble and devastation. 

 Most recently, the 3-year-old pup and her 

handler Capt. Ron Horetski were sent to Haiti 

to help after the recent earthquake. There, she 

helped discover nine people who were buried 

alive in the quake’s aftermath. With this experi-

ence under her belt and constant training, she is 

now first in line to respond to any hurricanes. 

 Pearl’s story caught the attention of Con-

nie Forslind’s second grade class at Rancho 

Romero School in Alamo. Upon learning 

the value of a search and rescue dog and the 

cost of training one — about $10,000 — they 

wanted to find a way to help. 

 The class worked together to tell Pearl’s 

story, in hopes that it would inspire others. 

They did this by creating a book, complete 

with hand-drawn pages by the students, called 

“A New Job for Pearl.” 

 The students finally got a chance to meet up 

with Pearl and Horetski. Hortetski answered 

the questions from the children and also put 

on a couple demonstrations, including having 

Pearl climb a ladder and find a “lost” teacher. 

Forslind also presented the pair with a check for 

$4,384 — the total amount raised so far from 

donations and book sales. 

 Books are a suggested donation of $10 that 

will go towards the purchase of a search dog 

through the National Disaster Search Dog 

Foundation. For information about buying a 

book, contact Allyn Lee at 588-8180. Checks 

can be made to the National Disaster Search 

Dog Foundation. ■

Classroom writes a book  
to raise funds for new  
search and rescue dog

BY EMILY WEST

finally meet 
Rancho Romero students 
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 Some small businesses are trying to make a name for them-

selves at the San Ramon Farmers Market. It seems these days, 

it’s as much about marketing as it is about farming.

 Rick Green and his wife Nora opened Green Lantern Catering 

in San Ramon just a year ago. He said he decided to use the mar-

ket to show off what he can do — and to get out of the kitchen.

 “It lets me interact. In restaurants, that’s hard because we’re 

behind the scenes,” Green explained. “We thought it would be 

a good place to market ourselves. It’s a great way to communi-

cate with potential clients and companies.”

 Green received his bachelor’s degree in culinary arts from 

Johnson & Wales University in Providence, R.I., and has 

worked in critically acclaimed restaurants across the country. 

He’ll be selling samples of his specialties, including his varia-

Small businesses 
hope to make it 
big at San Ramon 
Farmers Market
BY GLENN WOHLTMANN
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tions on local favorites.

 “I knock out a pretty gourmet tri-tip sandwich with a house-made 

barbecue sauce,” he said, adding that he’s already got a following for 

one specialty item: grilled, marinated artichokes.

 In all, 40 vendors can be found at the market at Forest Home 

Farms, 19953 San Ramon Valley Blvd. Along with the traditional 

items found at farmers markets are a number of smaller, boutique 

vendors, selling gourmet butters, flavored olive oils, wines and spe-

cialty bries created by sisters Linda Olander and Leslie Bowers, who 

started their company, Elegant Brie, about a year ago.

 “We believe that selling our product locally is an ideal way to start 

if you’re a new business, getting to know your customers,” Bowers 

said. Elegant Brie offers filled brie, wrapped with pastry and deco-

rated, Bowers said, adding that the idea came from the family table.

 “We just want to take our best appetizer forward, one that we’ve 

enjoyed with family and friends,” she said. “The brie is as delicious 

as it is beautiful.”

 Other boutique vendors include Crepes and Brioche, selling 

breads, croissants, and other baked goods; Nuernberger’s German 

Sausages; and French Vignette, selling hand-milled soaps. There are 

fresh foods to eat right there, too, including Jeff’s Pitt Stop, which 

sells things like pulled pork sandwiches. Budda Boom Budda Bing 

makes mini donuts right onsite.

 Of course, the San Ramon Farmers Market will include traditional 

items but some come with modern twists. Eggs from Great Valley 

Poultry are from cage-free chickens and much of the produce is local-

ly grown, from Smit Orchards, Specialty Produce, Lone Oak Ranch, 

Hamada Farms and Montebella Farms. Produce from J&M Organic 

Farms and C Farms is grown without pesticides or herbicides.

 But for companies like Green Lantern Catering, it’s a great way to 

compete with more established companies.

 “We’re the little guy,” Green said. “We’re just tying to make a 

name for ourselves.”

 For a full list of vendors and activities, visit www.sanramonfarm-

ersmarket.org. ■

Smaller ‘boutique’ vendors 
becoming more common

AMORY GUTIERREZ

The San Ramon Farmers Market features everything foodie and healthy but tables 
of seasonal produce are still a big draw. Great Valley Poultry was one of the 
vendors on opening day May 15, selling eggs from cage-free chickens.
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 Summer in San Ramon means an increased risk of 

wildfi res and local fi refi ghters are doing more than 

just asking people to be prepared — they’re going 

door to door and talking with people whose homes 

are threatened.

 The San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District 

(SRVFPD) started its work in June; people who don’t 

clear up the problem will be put on the abatement list 

and have liens fi led against their homes.

 Fire Chief Richard Price said the work is worth the 

time.

 “What we ask people to do is to abate 100 feet 

around their homes and other structures around 

their property,” he said. “That’s making sure that 

they’ve mowed dried brush to a height of three 

inches or less or that they maintain landscaping. That 

allows our fi refi ghters to get between the fi res and 

their homes. That’s probably the basic thing.”

 Price also said that trees should have their lower 

branches cut at least fi ve feet off the ground, and that 

people should clear any fl ammable material from 

their gutters.

 He said people with long driveways should make 

sure they’re wide enough to allow two-way traf-

fi c and make sure there that any grades or curves 

will still let fi refi ghting equipment through. Price 

added that it’s also important that people have their 

addresses clearly posted. Although the emergency 

dispatchers can identify a property based on where 

a 911 call comes from, he said often those calls are 

made from a cell phone or a neighbor, which can 

cause problems arriving at the scene.

 This summer will be particularly high-risk due to 

unusually tall, thick grass crop this spring, according 

to Cal Fire. Cal Fire is hiring and training additional 

fi refi ghters, and extra fi refi ghting aircraft will be 

phased in as the summer progresses.

 Price said the SRVFPD has a fi re abatement 

checklist for homeowners at www.fi redepartment.

org. ■

Homeowners who disregard warning can face liens against their homes

Fire chief urges residents 
to prepare for wildfi re season

BY GLENN WOHLTMANN

PHOTOS BY LUCAS HIRST



goings on
A CALENDAR        OF SAN RAMON EVENTS WORTH A LOOK

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS  
CAR SHOW
Danville’s Hot Summer Nights Car Show will 

combine classic cars and camaraderie to 

create an evening of summer celebration from 

4-9 p.m., Thursday, July 29, in downtown 

Danville, with muscle cars, hot rods and 

vintage rides dating back to 1969. Traditional 

and live music will be performed from the 

‘50s and ‘60s. To learn more, contact David 

Miller at 437-3649. A second car show will 

take place 4-9 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 26.

JULY 29

June 23-July 11
ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIR
Enjoy the fair, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. weekdays 

(closed Tuesdays); and 10 a.m.-10 p.m. week-

ends except July 4 when it closes at 9 p.m. 

The 2010 theme is “Come out and Play!”

July 2
BLACKHAWK PLAZA  
SUMMER CONCERTS 
Blackhawk Plaza will host its Summer Concerts 

that will start Friday, July 2, and continue every 

Friday in July and August. For more information, visit 

www.shopblackhawkplaza.com/center_events.

July 4 
INDEPENDENCE DAY!
Enjoy the ever-popular Kiwanis Fourth of July 

Parade down Hartz Avenue in Danville. It begins 

at 11 a.m. this year with the theme, “Honor-

ing Our Heroes.” Remember: Chairs cannot be 

left out to reserve spots until 6 p.m. July 3.

Later, the city of San Ramon and Shapell Homes 

will present the Red, White and Blue Picnic and 

Fireworks for the Fourth of July from 5-10 p.m., 

Sunday, July 4, in Central Park, corner of Bollinger 

Canyon Road and Alcosta Blvd. Bring a picnic 

and enjoy the broadcast music. Note: There will 

not be any food booths or live entertainment this 

year. A spectacular fireworks display synchronized 

to music begins at 9:30 p.m. Parking is $10 in the 

lots surrounding Central Park. Call 973-3200.

July 10
DANVILLE MUSIC  
IN THE PARK

Town of Danville will hold 

its free Music in the Park 

concert series at 6 p.m., 

Saturdays, July 10, 24 and 

Aug. 7 and 21, at Oak 

Hill Park, 3005 Stone Valley Road. July 10 will 

feature Jack Mack and the Heart Attack; July 

24: The California Honeydrops (Blues); Aug. 7: 

Mersey Beach (Rock & Roll); and Aug. 21: East 

Bay Mudd (Soul). Visit www.ci.danville.ca.us.

July 11
SAN RAMON SUMMER  
CONCERT SERIES
City of San Ramon will host its annual free Sum-

mer Concert Series at 5:30 p.m., Sundays, July 

11, 18 and 25 and Aug. 1 and 8 at Central 

Park. Bring a picnic, blanket and lawn chairs. 

Call 973-3200 or visit www.sanramon.ca.gov. 

July 12
INTERNATIONAL  
STORYTELLING FESTIVAL
San Ramon Library will host professional storytell-

ers sharing their cultural stories in dance at the 

library, 100 Montgomery St., San Ramon. Diane 

Ferlatte will tell African and African American 

stories at 7 p.m., Monday, July 12. Megumi, 

Japanese stories on July 19; Linda Gorman, heroes 

in folklore from around the world on July 26; and 

Vrindavan Indian Dance Academy, Indian stories 

on Aug. 2. These events are free. Call 973-2850.

July 15
SUMMER SERENADE
Enjoy entertainment, food and wine, booths 

and exploring downtown Danville shops 

as well as fresh farmers market produce 

for sale from 5-8 p.m., Thursday, July 15, 

hosted by Discover Danville. It will also host 

a Shop Local event from 5:30-8:30 p.m., 

Thursday, Aug. 5, in downtown Danville. 

July 16
ALAMO SUMMER CONCERTS
Alamo Parks and Recreation will present 

its free 2010 Summer Concert Series from 

6:30-8:30 p.m., Fridays, July 16 and 30 

and Aug. 13, at Livorna Park, at the corner 

of Livorna Road and Miranda Avenue. 

July 16-18
DANVILLE LIBRARY  
LARGE BOOK SALE
Enjoy a book sale by the Friends of the Dan-

ville Library from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (members only 

preview from 9-10 a.m.), Friday, July 16; 10 

a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, July 17; and 1-4 p.m., 

Sunday, July 18, at the Danville Library, Mt. 

Diablo Room, 400 Front St. Call 837-4889.

July 23-25
SAN RAMON LIBRARY 
FOUNDATION BOOK SALE
San Ramon Library Foundation will host a book 

sale from 5-8 p.m. for members only, Friday, 

July 23; 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, July 24; and 

noon-5 p.m., Sunday, July 25, at the San Ramon 

Library, 100 Montgomery St. Call 973-2850 

or visit www.sanramonlibraryfriends.org.



Marketplace

General Contracting

To advertise here call Karen at 925.600.0840 x122 
or email kklein@pleasantonweekly.com

Real Estate Landscaping/Design

Advertise in the 
Marketplace!

A-Z Complete Home Repair

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Carpentry/Woodwork 
Electrical Repairs/Installations

Drywall/Texturing     Tile/Grout
925.989.6179 / 510.733.5582

SINCE 1994

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

DRE#01378428

(510) 499-7546

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience  

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Accounting/Bookkeeping

Larry Porteous D.D.S.
Linda Porteous R.D.H.

3840 Blackhawk Rd., Danville
(across Blackhawk Rd. from Draeger's Market)

Got Teeth?
Looking for 
a Dentist?
We invite you 

to join our 
Family Practice!
Full Service Dentistry
Children to Seniors

www.LarryPorteousDDS.com

"Let our family
be your family dentist"

20
10est.

1912

(Closed Tuesdays)

Tickets Available Now at

www.AlamedaCountyFair.com

16 DAY
S OF 

LIVE H
ORSE 

RACIN
G!

Two Shows Nightly - 6pm and 8pm

(with Fair Admission)
No concerts on Tuesdays

PRESENTS

SAVE $2 On one Adult Admission ticket 

2010 Alameda County Fair

Cannot be combined with any other discounts. One coupon per person towards one 

Adult Admission (regular price $10.00) Valid at Ticket Booths only. CODE PWKLY1.



Have a Streetwise question? E-mail editor@danvilleexpress.com

ASKED OF SENIORS AT SAN RAMON VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL, DANVILLE

What will you miss 
most about high school?

LISA JUDD
I’m going to miss working in the capital every 
year with my youth and government friends. 
I’m going to miss all the opportunities that high 
school offered me. Most of all, though, I’ll miss 
the simplicity and innocence of the high school 
years. 

STEPHANIE MCMURRY
I’m going to miss all the people I’ve gotten to 
know over the years, the wonderful teachers 
I’ve had, everyone who has made me who 
I am today, and my cat. Going to college is 
going to be a big change for me, but I’m up 
for the challenge!

TAYLOR ATTERBURY
What I will miss the most about high school 
will be having all of my friends in one place 
every day. I’ll miss the things I’m actively 
involved in, such as choir and tennis and the 
Ultimate Frisbee club. San Ramon has been 
a great place for me the past four years, but I 
look forward to my future at Cal Poly next year.

KYLIE ROTHFIELD
I am so fortunate that my parents decided 
to move us to California and enroll me in 
this amazing place. Whether it’s in choir, 
academic classes, or sporting events, San 
Ramon is the best there is. When I go off to 
college in the fall, I feel that I will be leaving 
two homes, not just one. It has been a 
privilege going to San Ramon. Go Wolves!

NATHAN POLANCO
I appreciate all the wonderful teachers and 
students who have changed my life here. I 
will miss the marching band and being its 
drum major the most. I remember how we 
used to work out in the hot sun day after 
day practicing drill, precision, discipline and 
perfection. I’m proud of all the band members, 
and it’ll be sad to say goodbye. 

—Compiled by Stan Wharton

STREETWISE

Saint Mary’s College  
Leadership Studies Program

Leadership for the 21st Century

www.smcleadership.org 
www.twitter.com/smcleadership 
www.linkedin.com/in/kenotter

“The program increased my 
capacity to change and to facilitate 
change in others. I found what I 
learned in this program works at 

home and at work.” 
—Mark Covington, Lieutenant,  
Walnut Creek Police Department

Q
“The program gave me the 

foundation, knowledge, and  
actions to handle situations with 

pose and ease. I am no longer 
dumbfounded by chaos, but excited 

about the choices I have  
in managing or leading.” 
—Marie Sacramento, Manager,  

Learning and Organizational Development, 
Federal Reserve Bank

THE LEADERSHIP 
STUDIES PROGRAMS AT 
SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE

We offer B.A., M.A. degrees and Public Pro-
grams in Leasership for working professionals

FROM DANVILLEEXPRESS.COM



Elegant and Relaxing Personalized Professional  Nail Care

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers or friends who want to have a unique 
and fun get together, arrange a private party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Danville Rose Garden location

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
We dispose all disposable files, buffers and foot scrubs after each client and we sterilize all our instruments in an Autoclave.

Danville - Rose Garden Shopping Center

760 Camino Ramon . . . . . . . . . . . (925) 838-5300

Walnut Creek

1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . .  (925) 938-2500

San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road

18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd  . . .  (925) 830-9700

San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road

2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd  . . . .  (925) 838-6300

Thank you for voting us the Best Manicure & Best Pedicure in the Reader’s Choice!

Now Featuring:
Shellac™ the First Hybrid Nail Color



Safety tips are brought to you by the Pediatrics Department at San Ramon Regional Medical Center:

Tracy Trujillo, M.D. Pediatric Department Chair

Nick Giardini, M.D. Director, Inpatient Pediatric Services

Vicki Starr, R.N., CPNP  

Pediatric Clinical Nurse Specialist & Assistant Director

The Pediatric Program at San Ramon Regional Medical Center has a pediatrician in  

the hospital 24 hours of every day from Children’s Hospital & Research Center Oakland.

THIS SUMMER, SAN RAMON REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER WANTS TO HELP PROTECT YOUR CHILDREN AND 

TEACH THEM SAFETY. SUMMER IS THE PEAK ACCIDENT AND INJURY SEASON FOR CHILDREN. THE MOST  

FREQUENT INJURIES ARE DROWNINGS, FALLS, AND BICYCLE, CAR AND PEDESTRIAN ACCIDENTS.

Summer Safety FOR YOUR KIDS.

WATER SAFETY
Never leave children unattended around a pool or water – not even  
for one minute. Accidents occur fast.

Flotation devices are not drown-proof.

Children should always wear a life vest while boating and near open water.

Always close your pool gate. Double-check the gate after people have  
been in the pool area. 

Review your pool rules and safety with family, friends and babysitters.

Learn CPR. You could save a life.

SUN SAFETY
Always use sunscreen and wear protective clothing.

Make sure youngsters drink enough water.

Watch for signs of heat exhaustion and heat stroke: dizziness, nausea,  
rapid heart beat.

PREVENT BURNS
Watch toddlers closely near barbecues, campfires or outdoor fireplaces. 
Burns are common injuries.  

Install screens or some type of barrier where appropriate.

Metal playground equipment can get hot enough to cause burns on hot days.

PREVENT FALLS
Move beds and chairs away from windows. Children may jump  
and play, and could fall through open windows. 

Make sure low windows are closed to prevent young children  
from falling out.

Install gates at the top of stairs or decks to prevent falls.

ROAD SAFETY
Always wear helmets and protective gear while biking, skating  
or skateboarding.

Discuss bicycle and road safety with your children.

Review pedestrian safety with children as well as adolescents.

Never leave a child alone in a car. Temperatures quickly reach  
over 100 degrees.

Drive cautiously. Children move quickly and may be difficult to see,  
especially when backing up. You may not see toddlers and older  
children playing behind a car.

Always put your children in car seats or seat belts. 

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon  |  800.284.2878

www.OurSanRamonHospital.com


