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More than a babysitter
Au pairs worked out great for this youngster ➤ page 16
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Conflicts
on campus
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students get tips
on dealing with
playground bullies
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For Danville’s Christine Burke, 
life with a disability is

‘No big deal’
page 14
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Kevin Comerford

Local Business Owner

If your air conditioner and furnace are
over 10 years old you can save big

now! How Big? 

CL#817040

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★   ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★   ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★

(925) 444-4444
www.servicechampions.net

Summer is upon us and due to extreme heat, air

conditioning is on the top of everyone's mind. Air

conditioning usage is up all across the East Bay and

that means high utility bills for homeowners.

Because of this it makes sense for homeowners to

consider buying more energy efficient air condition-

ing systems, ones that save you more money on

your utilities when they are operating.

That is why I decided to create a special, a $1000

Cash Back offer on our Super High efficient system.

This is an air conditioning and furnace package and

it comes with 6 months free financing. Call today

and have one of our comfort advisors out to your

home and see what makes sense.

"I am a retired contractor
and I can sense the loyalty
and commitment to the 
customer as well as to the
team. It was a pleasure to do
business with your people
and your company."

Kevin and Nancy R
of Danville

TESTIMONIAL
Let Me Explain

How about
$1000 Cash Back

Lori Smith
Senior Vice President
With 15 years as a Mortgage Broker 
and Banker, my professional success can
help you learn to become a “studied” 
real estate investor.

Arizona

* Expenses include mortgage payment, insurance, property taxes, association dues and property
management.  Cash flow analysis does not include vacancy, maintenance and leasing fee.

NorthPoint Real Estate Investment Services
6200 Stoneridge Mall Rd., Suite 210  Pleasanton, CA 94566 

Tel: 925.600.1000 lsmith@northpointgroup.com

Please call Lori Smith at 925.218.1937 for
Financing & Real Estate Investment Strategies.

Purchase price $208,000 (Aug ‘04)
Property profile: Single Family 2,030 sq ft, 

4bed/2.5 bath, Year built 2002
Time to rent: 35 days 

Monthly rent: $1,100  
Financing: 20% down, Option Arm
Expenses: $981*

Cash flow: Positive $119 per month
CMA:  $260,000 (April ’05)

Specializing in loans for:
• Real Estate Investments • Home Purchases • Refinances • Out of State Lending

Streetwise

Q:

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100,
Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Mailed at Standard Postage Rate. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to
homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions at $25 per year ($40
for two years) are welcome from local residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other
communities is $40 per year. © 2005 by Embarcadero Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.

COMPILED BY JUDY STEINER
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A S K E D  I N  D O W N T O W N  D A N V I L L E

Danville is considering placing a time
capsule in the monument in front 
of the Veterans Hall. What would 
you want to put in a time capsule?

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Christine Burke, a junior at San Ramon Valley High School, doesn’t let her physical
challenges stop her from being an athlete and a leader. Portrait by Casey Reivich.
Cover designed by Jason Lind.

Vol. I, Number 17

I would place newspaper articles that reflected
both sides of the war in Iraq. I think it’s
important to look at all perspectives. I also
think it would be interesting to see how much
home prices in our area have escalated in
recent years.

Carol Gordon
retired from U.S. Postal Service

I would include a really good aerial photo-
graph that showed how much growth and
change has occurred.

Mike Watson
V.P. Marketing

A picture showing what the town looks like
now so you could see the growth that occurs.
I enjoy all the new shops, there is more to do,
the downtown is more inviting; however, I am
concerned about the population growth,
increases in home prices and traffic.

Karen Ehlers (and Patch)
Student at Chico State

I would include some writing, perhaps a
poem that reflected our times. It should be
something deep and contemplative that
would tie the future and the past together
because the written word is timeless.

Lauren Duensing
Boutique owner

I would put in a killer pair of shoes so people
could see what the styles were like in the
early 21st century. Goodness knows what will
be in style then.

Terri Klobas
Boutique owner
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Thursday Farmers Market to begin
Are you always wishing you could make it to the

Saturday morning farmers market in Danville? Well, for the
month of September, people seeking fresh fruits and veg-
etables straight from the farmer will get a second chance.
The first Thursday night Danville farmers market will take
place from 4-8 p.m. this coming Thursday, Sept. 1.

The farmers market will be set up on Hartz Avenue
between Prospect Avenue and Church Street. Because
the farmers need time to set up and take down, there will
be no parking on Hartz between Prospect and Church
from 2-9 p.m. Hartz Avenue traffic will be detoured onto
Railroad Avenue.

The Thursday evening farmers market is on a trial run
basis only and will be offered all five Thursdays in
September. Depending on how it is received, the town will
consider making the Thursday night farmers market a per-
manent Thursday night event. The regular Saturday mar-
ket will continue to operate.

Art Studio moving next to Primo’s
The former ARTrageous Child is moving downtown. The

studio, which used to be located at 704 San Ramon Valley
Blvd., next to Albertson’s, is moving to 290 Hartz Ave. The
new studio, call ARTrageous Art Studio and Café, will offi-
cially open Sept. 6 next to Primo’s Pizza & Pasta at the
corner of Diablo Road and Hartz Avenue.

The studio will also be expanding its range of classes. It
will still offer art classes for children ages 3 to adult, but will
also offer drop-in classes and a teen night with live music on
Fridays. Owner Melinda Margolis hopes the new space will
be a place where the whole family can hang out and be cre-
ative. It will be serving coffee and tea, as well as pastries.

Alamo committee openings
District III Supervisor Mary N. Piepho is seeking appli-

cants for the county service area R7A, Alamo Parks and
Recreation Citizens Advisory Committee; and the steering
committee for Alamo beautification, Zone 36, county
Landscaping and Lighting District. Piepho recently ended
the terms of all of the previous R7A and Zone 36 mem-
bers. Anyone who is interested in serving on the commit-
tees is encouraged to apply.

For more information, visit www.co.contra-costa.ca.
us/maddybook/ or call the County Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors at 335-1900. Applications must be submitted
to the County Clerk by 5 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 30.

Joe Combs to head AMPA
The Alamo Merchants and Professional Association has

elected Joe Combs to serve as president for the 2005-06
year. He and his wife Nancy P. Combs are Remax Accord
Realtors who work out of the Danville office. He also used
to be the owner/publisher of Alamo Today.

“My focus will be on working closely with our board of
directors to bring more value to our members by raising
AMPA’s visibility in the community and increasing the level
of voice for the business people we represent with local
government,” said Joe Combs. He has held various board
posts with AMPA, serving most recently as membership
chairman. He said membership is about one-third of
Alamo businesses and the organization must find a way to
increase its value to them.

For more information, visit www.alamobusiness.com.

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ They won’t be walking
around with a clipboard.

This is not a tattle-tale club.”—Nancy Schubb, counselor at Los Cerros Middle School,
describing student-driven conflict mediation program



Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E  • B L A C K H A W K  • D I A B L O • A L A M O

D oggie Night in early July
was an unqualified suc-
cess. Pooches and people

crowded the sidewalks of down-
town Hartz Avenue and the park-
ing lot between the Wine Sellars
and Molly’s-Pup-Purr-ee. Even a
few shy dogs and no-show owners
could not deter the crowd gathered
at the pet trick competition.

The Old Town Wine Tasting in
early August was also an over-
whelming success. The event was
oversold by 30 glasses, said Wayne
Wickham, owner of the Wine
Sellars. The event was supposed to
cap at 250 glasses, but Wickham
sold around 280 glasses. A line of
merry wine-tasters spilled out of
the Wine Sellars onto the sidewalk,
even the oppressive August heat
not dampening their spirits. The
wine tasting took people all over
town, visiting Handworks on
Railroad, Flaunt on Prospect, and
Christie James on Hartz, among
other locations.

Last Thursday, families came
out for Sports Night on Hartz,
again in the parking lot between
Molly’s-Pup-Purr-ee and the Wine
Sellars. Children, and some adults,
got to show off their baseball
pitching skills and soccer kicks.

Thursday
nights

a success
Despite high turn out, events
have not encouraged people

to shop more downtown

by Casey Reivich

by Casey Reivich

P lans by Davidon Homes to
build 39 high end homes on
the former Humphrey Ranch

across from Monte Vista High
School have hit a snag. On Aug.
17, the Valley Planning
Commission unanimously voted
against approving grading for the
project.

Davidon will file an appeal to
the County Board of Supervisors,
said Jeff Thayer, vice president of
development.

“I was disappointed that they
weren’t able to separate our project
and analyze it on its own merits,”
said Thayer.

Davidon Homes’ project to build
homes on 24 acres of the 96-acre
Humphrey parcel seems simple
enough, but the project has been
mired in controversy because of its
association with school district
plans to build a parking lot and
practice soccer field on 10 of the
acres.

Because Alamo is an unincorpo-
rated area, Contra Costa County
oversees the project. The San
Ramon Valley Unified School
District, however, has maintained
that projects on school district land
are not under county jurisdiction
but state agencies. The school dis-
trict is also proposing a stoplight
and crosswalk between the
entrance to the new student parking
lot and the existing lot across the
street.

Six homes on Monte Sereno
Drive would back up against the

proposed parking lot. Many Monte
Sereno residents and others from
neighboring Alamo neighborhoods
such as Stone Valley Oaks and
Bryan Ranch believe the playing
field and parking lot will cause a
great deal of noise and disruption.
Residents are also concerned that
the stoplight will back up traffic on
Stone Valley Road and that having
students cross the busy road two
times a day is a safety hazard.

When Davidon Homes pur-
chased the land from Marge
Humphrey it took on the obliga-
tion of selling 10 acres of the land
to the school district. Davidon is
contractually obligated to grade
the school district’s parcel as well
as its own, and the environment
review, which was approved
September 2004, includes both
Davidon’s project and that of the
school district.

Davidon had hoped that the
Valley Planning Commission,
which has been discussing this
project all summer, would give the
housing development the green
light. At previous meetings, com-
missioners Karen McPherson and
Mike Gibson, both of Alamo,
expressed the most concern over
the housing development’s links to
the school district plans. All of the
commissioners asked county staff
to confirm for the third time if the
county had any jurisdiction over
school district plans.

At the Aug. 17 meeting, county
staff told the commissioners that

County planning 
commission denies

Humphrey Ranch project
Commissioners feel project has too many unknowns

K enny Frazier, 14, found the
2005 National Scout
Jamboree in Virginia a

rewarding experience, although it
was dampened by the deaths of four
Scout masters from Alaska. They
were electrocuted July 25, the first
day of the Jamboree, when they
were erecting a large tent and the
main pole they were gripping made
contact with a power line. A fifth
man was saved by his 15-year-old
son, who saw the smoke billowing
from the tent, ran in and managed
to pull him away from the pole.

“Our Scoutmaster told every-
body,” Kenny recalled. There was

a memorial service for the four,
and the Scoutmaster, Mike
Dubrall,  attended to represent his
troop. Kenny and fellow troop
members gave the Alaska boys
patches so they would not have to
trade for them.

Perhaps it was more alarming for
Kenny’s family back in Danville—
mom Diane, dad Ken and younger
brother Bobby.

“My heart is broken for the
Scouts and families of the Alaska
group who must cope with all of
this,” Diane Frazier wrote in e-mail
to friends. She did not rest easy
until she heard from Kenny. Cell

phones were not allowed but he
had brought a calling card with him
and called home on the third day.

The Scouts also battled a heat
index of 110-115 degrees. “Three
hundred people were carried away,
of heat exhaustion,” Kenny said. “I
didn’t expect that.” He wore some-
thing called a Camelback pack on
his back, with a long tube to be
used like a straw, to keep himself
hydrated. There were also electri-
cal storms.

But mainly the Jamboree was a
wonderful experience, a chance to

National Jamboree 
a rewarding experience

Danville Scout overcomes sadness at fatal accident to benefit from 10-day gathering

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

➤ Continued on page 6

Downtown bouncin’
Hannah Vaughn, 4, enjoys bouncing around in a large jumper

while other children pitched baseballs, kicked soccer balls, and
bounced around downtown at Thursday night’s Sports Night. The
event, which took place in the parking lot between Molly’s-Pup-
Purr-ee and the Wine Sellars, offered fun athletic activities for kids
and some adults. It was sponsored by Discover Danville and the
town of Danville.

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Kenny Lewis, 14, shows one of the daily newspapers published during the 10-day 2005
National Scout Jamboree in Fort A.P. Hill, Va., attended by 43,000 Scouts. He said there
was a memorial service for the four Scout leaders electrocuted on the first day, and his
troop donated some of their badges to the Alaska Scouts who suffered the loss.

➤ Continued on page 8

➤ Continued on page 7
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introducing

HILARY JON LERNER, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon 

“The doctor that physicians 
choose for their own eye care”

L e r n e r  E y e  C e n t e r
www.lernereyecenter.com

Modern technology with old-fashioned care
Concord

925-685-1130
Pittsburg

925-432-9300
San Ramon

925-820-9600

Exciting new non-laser procedure to
rid yourself of reading glasses!
• First and only CK provider in the East Bay

• Three-minute, non-invasive, radio wave, 

in-office treatment

• No interest financing now available

• Call for a free screening today!

Tired of those Reading Glasses?

has an experienced & 
compassionate staff
that offers in-home

care to best suit 
your needs

❤ Companionship
❤ Hourly & Live-in
❤ Personal Care
❤ Medication Monitoring
❤ Meal Preparation
❤ Errands &

Transportation
❤ Light Housekeeping
❤ Dementia Care
❤ Hospice Care

Individual personal service
and pricing plans available.

1785 Barcelona Street
Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 371-8100

Licensed, Insured and Bonded

Sarah Cares
In home care services

AND THE HANDS

Sarah Cares

CA

RE FROM THE HEART

Sports Night wasn’t as crowded as
Doggie Night, but the event still
brought many families downtown
on a Thursday night.

Despite the high turnout for all
of these events, Wickham noted at
a recent meeting between the
merchants’ association Discover
Danville and the town of Danville
that business was down and the
Thursday night events have not
resulted in an increase in shop-
ping.

“Doggie Night was beyond our
expectations. The winetasting was
over-subscribed,” Wickham said at
the meeting. “We are getting peo-
ple downtown, but we need to get
people shopping downtown.”

Wickham also shared, however,
that even though there hasn’t been
an obvious surge in spending,
stores are meeting new cus-
tomers.

Councilwoman Karen Stepper
and the town’s economic develop-
ment coordinator Bonnie Gutmann
discussed ways to lure people back
to downtown after an event. They
discussed the efficacy of coupons
and drawings. 

Wickham thought coupons were
a dubious lure for shoppers.

“People don’t care about
coupons at all,” he said.

All three agreed, however, that
downtown businesses should take
advantage of these events and stay

open. Wickham suggested that
Town Council members personally
approach merchants about staying
open later.

“If a council person could say,
‘We would really like you to stay
open.’ We really need the personal
touch,” said Wickham.

While all agreed it was a good
idea to stay open, Stepper pointed
out that for many small businesses
it was a personnel issue.

The town and Discover Danville
hope people continue to come to
downtown events in the fall. They
are hopeful about the Thursday
night farmers market, which is
having its trial run the entire month
of September.

Wickham believes it will bring a
whole different set of people
downtown.

“It’s going to be very successful.
It’s going to be another thing to
bring people downtown,” said
Wickham.

Presently, many people have the
idea the downtown is only useful
for eclectic gifts, said Stepper. The
town and merchant associations
like Discover Danville are working
to change that image.

Wickham also noted that
Discover Danville will not be
hosting its “Holiday Season
Thursday Nights” this year. They
were poorly attended last year, he
said. Instead, Discover Danville is
hoping to get shoppers in the
spending spirit by transforming
downtown into a “winter wonder-
land” with Christmas lights and
decorations. ■

Thursdays
➤ Continued from page 5
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Exquisitely Tailored, Hand-Stitched Slipcovers

Jesennie’s
Upholstery

Slipcover Specialist • Re-Upholstery • Specialized Cushions

FREE
Estimates

1.800.820.0028 / 925.753.0315 Jjuph98@aol.com

Give a new look to your family’s
favorite sofa, chaise, or chair.

Danville Weekly hits the beach
Lesley Johnson, a student at Charlotte Wood Middle School, and her mom Linda brought along their

Weekly for a week’s vacation in Laguna Beach with dad Neal and brother Scott, 16. They also enjoyed the boo-
gie boarding—but not the stinging jellyfish.

earn merit badges and have fun,
too, Kenny said. He earned several
merit badges, including Dentistry
and Fire Safety, and began on his
badge for World Citizenship. He
also used the BMX trails, plus
enjoyed meeting Scouts from other
areas. On the way to the camp, the
Bay Area contingent spent the day
in Washington, D.C., where Kenny
said his favorite site was the
Korean War Memorial.

More than 43,000 Boy Scouts
from all over the country attended
the National Scout Jamboree, usu-
ally held every four years and
planned as a once-in-a-lifetime
event. During its 10 days, the site
becomes the sixth largest city in
the state of Virginia, said Kenny,
and Fort A.P. Hill even gets a tem-
porary ZIP code.

Kenny said his group of 10 was
responsible for its own meals. “We
picked up the food by 6, then two
cooked for 10 people,” he
explained. “Two did cleanup, two
did campsite cleanup, and there
was one water man.” Their days

started at 6 a.m. although they
never woke up to reveille. “Our
bugler didn’t wake up and play it,”
Kenny explained, with a laugh.

A highlight was when President
Bush made a visit. Besides the
43,000 Scouts at the Jamboree,
another 5,000 people came to
hear him speak for about 15 min-
utes.

“It was cool,” said Kenny. “He
landed in a helicopter, then took a
car to the stage. The Texas troops
were going wild.” He reported that
the president told the Scouts that
he, too, had been a Scout and urged
them to stay with it.

Kenny, a member of Danville’s
Troop 1630, just finished Diablo
Vista Middle School and is starting
Monte Vista High School next
week. He plans to continue with
Scouting, all the way to Eagle
Scout. His dad, Ken, is an Eagle
Scout.

The next Jamboree takes place
in 2010, and will celebrate the
100th anniversary of Boy Scouts of
America. But it’s the 2005
National Scout Jamboree that will
always be special to Kenny Frazier,
despite the tragedy in its opening
days. ■

Jamboree
➤ Continued from page 5

fogster.com
A bold new approach to classifieds for the Tri-Valley

T A K E  U S  A L O N G
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“Coffee in the morning at Yellow Wood. Then, one of

their great sandwiches for lunch. Is it a deli? Is it a 

coffee shop? For me…it’s both!”

—W. Brian Fuery, CEO, US Cancer Management Corporation

Alamo Plaza . Alamo . 837-1234

coffee • tea • freeze blends • baked goods • panini

...inspired by the poetry of life.

MARKET Passion For Every Inngredient.gredient.

For

These special prices are chillin’ at Andronico’s Market August 24 - 30, 2005.

Introducing the new standard for qualityIntroducing the new standard for quality

Our DairOur Dairyy™™ Milk Milk
Your source for the fi nest, fresh-

est dairy products is “Our Dairy™” 
Milk now available at Andronico’s 
Market! “Our Dairy” produces milk 
from dairy farms that work the old 
fashioned way— no artifi cial hor-
mones, and a commitment to giving 
you milk that’s as fresh as you can 
possibly bring to your table. The “Our 
Dairy” pledge to bring you the most 
healthful products we can at a value 
you’ll appreciate every day. 

“Our Dairy” cows are fed natural 
and healthy diets, provided quality 
time to graze upon open pasture, and 
are proven to have naturally higher 
immune systems that consistently 
produce higher quality milk feed 
quality and herd health are moni-

tored daily by trained and proven nu-
tritionists and veterinarians ensuring 
that each cow receives superior nutri-
tion and care. Our Dairy’s dedication 
to the long-term well being of our 
herds is a priority. Without using any 
growth hormones, such as those from 
the artifi cial growth hormone rBST, 
our herds are among the top produc-

ing in the state of California. 
Before being delivered to our 

creameries, each and every load of 
raw milk is carefully tested to insure 
that it meets our high standards of 
quality. At “Our Dairy”, our commit-
ment is to you! Look for “Our Dairy” 
Milk at Andronico’s today!

Our DairyOur Dairy™™ Milk Milk
Vitamin D, 2% Reduced Fat, 

 1% Low Fat, or Fat Free. Gallon Jug.
You Save $2.58 on Two Gallons!

22$$55
andronicos.comandronicos.com

DANVILLE  • 345 Railroad Ave.  •  Open 7 AM - 9 PM Daily  •  Phone: (925) 314-4300
WALNUT CREEK  • 1181 Locust St  •  Open 8 AM - 10 PM Daily  •  Phone: (925) 977-1966

county counsel had yet to come up
with a final answer to the jurisdic-
tion question.

Both Davidon Homes and the
school district had attorneys at the
meeting to speak on their behalf.
At previous meetings, no attorneys
had been present.

“We are asking the commission
to decide tonight,” said Marie
Cooper, attorney for Davidon
Homes. She also urged the com-
mission not to focus on extrane-
ous issues that Davidon could not
control.

School district attorney Dina
Harris spoke to the commission to
remind them that the district’s
property was not the issue before
them.

“The use of the school district’s
property is not part of this applica-
tion,” said Harris. For the commis-
sion to even discuss the school dis-
trict project is outside of the com-
mission’s scope, said Harris.

The commission also heard again
from the public. No one spoke on
the project’s behalf. Alamo resi-
dents and members of the Alamo
Improvement Association spoke
against the project. Steve Creel, a
Monte Sereno resident, compared
the two projects to Siamese twins.

“One heart and one set of lungs.
You can’t separate the two,” said
Creel.

After public input, Thayer made
a final appeal to the commission to
approve Davidon’s project.

“I implore the commission to
consider our project. I think the
parking lot is going to happen.

Humphrey
➤ Continued from page 5

Jeff McClung and Sally Smith watch as
Alamo resident Kathy Marke signs a

petition Sunday questioning the plans
to build a parking lot and soccer field

across Stone Valley Road from Monte
Vista High School and to add a stop-
light. Volunteers gathered signatures
Saturday and Sunday in front of the

Alamo Safeway.➤ Continued on page 9

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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5800 Stoneridge Mall Road • Pleasanton, CA 94588

Lower Your House Payment

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647

• Minimum Payments at 1.25% (APR 4.958%)
• Vacation Homes at 1.25% 
• 40 Year Term Availiable for Really Low Payment
• “Lowest Margins”
• “Stated Income” at No Extra Cost
• Loan Amounts up to 2.5 Million
•Life Cap of 9.95%

Offer applies only to the One Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment
amount. The minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amorlzation. All payment
options are not available every month. In addition, on 15 year loans, only up to three payment based on the higher of the start rate or the fully indexed rate. APR is offective as of
6/03/05. The APR and 1.25% start rate are available only to borrowers meeting certain qualifications and only on purchase money and non-cash refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit
owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, loan to value ratios of up to 80% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan amounts of up to $1.5 million.
Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher ratios may apply to One Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice.
Alternative pricing options may be availiable. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV or 80%
and prepaid finance charges of $3,498.36, a starting interest rate of 1.25%, Index of 2.633%, a Margin of 7.80% and a fully Indexed Rate of 4.433%. On a 30 year loan,
the APR would be 4.537% and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $666.50 to $1,089.15. On a 15 year loan, the APR would be 4.621% and the 180
minimum monthly payments would vary from $1,219.11 to $1,600.17 Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts appications and deposits in: Washington Mutual
Bank - many states; Washington Mutual Bank fsb - ID, MT, UT.

with our “One Month ARM” (with Great New Pricing!)

Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, cash-out 
to pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.

Example 30 year       40 years   
Loan Amount $500,000
1st Year Max Monthly Payment     $1,666        $1,449
2nd Year Max Monthly Payment    $1,791        $1,557
3rd Year Max Monthly Payment     $1,925        $1,674
4th Year Max Monthly Payment     $2,069        $1,800
5th Year Max Monthly Payment     $2,225        $1,935

Anxiety disorders are treatable and
counseling can offer you relief.

115 A Town & Country Drive,
Danville, CA 94529
925. 837.0505

Established in 1969, Discovery Counseling
Center is a non-profit community organization
dedicated to creating a healthier and safer
community. Discovery offers comprehensive,
affordable, and accessible mental health 
services in times of crisis, emotional need,
and life transitions.

Call the Discovery Counseling Center, your
community resource for children, adults, couples
and family counseling for over 30 years.

Anxiety disorders affect 
19 million adults. These 

disorders fill people's lives 
with worry, anxiety and fear.

Call 925.837.0505

Senior Independence Is Here!Senior Independence Is Here!
You Select Your Caregiver!

925-552-6500
www.jmhomecare.com

Up to 24 hour care, Meal Preparation
Errands/Shopping, Hygiene Assistance

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care
Rewarding Companionship

Experienced Caregives!

America’s Personal Choice 
in HomecareTM allows your

loved ones to live where 
they want to be…
in their own home

At Visiting Angels®

you are family!

Having said that, we have exerted
influence on the district to mitigate
impacts. I believe I have the com-
mitment of the district to do that,”
said Thayer.

He pointed out that the school
district agreed to create a buffer
zone between the parking lot and
the Monte Sereno homes and
would also coordinate with
Davidon on frontage improve-
ments.

Even though the Valley Planning
Commission had asked for the
county counsel’s opinion on juris-
diction, both Chairman Neil
Matsunaga and Commissioner
McPherson believed the counsel
would also find that the county had
no jurisdiction over the school dis-
trict project.

“It’s a waste of time. We should
move forward. County counsel will
come back with the same opinion,”
said Matsunaga. He argued that
nothing would change in a month
and the commission should try to
come to some decision about the
grading.

Commissioner Sherry Neely
expressed concerns about coming
to a decision that night.

“We’re grasping at straws. It has
to be tight or else it’s going to be
reversed,” Neely said, referring to
the fact that Davidon would most
likely ask the Board of

Supervisors to appeal the commis-
sion’s decision.

The commissioners agreed they
wanted to deny approving grading
for the project, but they struggled
to define the grounds. After some

policy guidance from Catherine
Kutsuris, Deputy Director of
Community Development for the
county, all four commissioners
agreed they could not find that
Davidon’s project would be in har-
mony with the character of the
nearby community.

“We’re asking to approve grad-
ing on a property we can’t
approve,” said McPherson, who
has always maintained she does not
oppose the homes but is uncom-
fortable with the school district’s

autonomous stance. In an interview
after the meeting, McPherson
expressed her disappointment with
the school district’s attitude.

“The school district could have
been more neighborly in telling us
what they’re going to do. The
project would have gone
smoother,” said McPherson. “We
were clearly grading this site for
something we weren’t supposed
to address.”

Chairman Matsunaga, who per-
sonally agrees that the school has a
parking problem and the communi-
ty needs more playing fields, stated
that the commission didn’t know
enough of what the school district
was going to do on its share of the
land to approve grading.

“I didn’t see that they had any
real problems with our project. It’s
still the parking lot,” said
Humphrey family spokesman John
Wyro. “Unfortunately, the commis-
sion saw this as their only shot to
do damage on the parking lot. They
were casting to make these find-
ings.”

Opponents of the projects were
pleased with the commission’s
findings but are aware that their
fight is far from over.

Kathy Levit, a resident of Monte
Sereno Drive, said she and other
opponents of the project plan to
speak to all the county supervisors
and tell them they agree with the
commission’s decision.

“(The commission) did a very
thorough job of investigating and
uncovering the facts,” said Levit. ■

Humphrey
➤ Continued from page 8

“I didn’t see that 
they had any real 
problems with 
our project.
Unfortunately, 
the commission saw
this as their only shot
to do damage 
on the parking lot.”

—John Wyro, 
Humphrey family spokesman
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Safe School Ambassadors
program gives tools 

to mediate student conflicts

by Casey Reivich

Last Monday, around 40 middle
school students gathered in the
multi-purpose room at Los Cerros
Middle School. They weren’t there
for an arts and crafts or sports
camp. These children were going
to spend two whole days dis-
cussing the subjects of bullying
and cruelty at their middle school
and learn ways to mediate student
conflicts. They were training to
become Safe School Ambassadors.

Giving up two of their last pre-
cious days of summer freedom,
these students sat inside around a
table and contemplated times
where they witnessed students
being cruel to one another and

heard about ways they, not a
teacher or an adult, could effective-
ly respond to cruelty or aggression. 

The Safe School Ambassadors
program is new to Los Cerros. A
recent student survey at Los Cerros
revealed that 70 percent of the stu-
dents do not know what to do if
they witness students being cruel
or mean to one another, said Nancy
Schubb, counselor at Los Cerros.

“We don’t have a problem here,”
she said. “But we always want to
improve their experience.”

The program began in earnest
last school year when students
completed a survey identifying
who they would go to if they had a
problem and who the leader of
their group is. Based on results
from the survey and teacher input,
70 students were identified as
potential candidates for the Safe
School Ambassadors program.

These students then attended an
orientation where they were told
about the program and the commit-
ment they would have to make to
it. They would have to give up one
lunch period per week during the
school year to meet with fellow
Safe School Ambassadors and a
teacher, and they would have to
attend two days of training during
their summer holiday. 

“We showed a video that
explained to them that they won’t
be walking around with a clip-
board. This is not a tattle-tale
club,” said Schubb. The pool of
interested students was narrowed
down to 40 students, due to some
students dropping out and resource
constraints.

Safe School Ambassadors is a
research-based program. Students
are shown ways to resolve conflicts
on their own. They will record in a
log what has happened and what
has been successful. Through
keeping a log they can identify for
themselves which skills were help-
ful.

“We’re asking the students to
take responsibility for how they
treat each other,” said Schubb. “For
as many adults as there are, there
will always be things we can’t hear
or see. We’re training the students
in conflict mediation skills.”

At the training session Monday,
it was emphasized repeatedly by
moderator Sally Clapper that it
wasn’t important to name names.
She helped the students identify
tense situations and encouraged the
students to take an active role in
standing up for their peers. The
program is meant to give the stu-
dents tools to help them affect
change.

Schubb believes being a Safe
School Ambassador is an honor.
These are all students regarded by
other students and teachers as lead-
ers. But they are all from different
crowds, she noted. These aren’t
solely the straight A students or the
athletic students. They represent
the student body’s diversity.

At the end of the year, everyone
who participates in the Safe School
Ambassadors program will be
acknowledged, Schubb said. ■

Honda • Lexus • Acura • Toyota
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Middle school students
learn to stand up 

for their peers

CASEY REIVICH

Safe School Ambassadors (l-r) Allison Young, Joshua Ng, Curtis Simoneou and Brie Hiramine work hard on one of their last remain-
ing summer days to learn how to recognize and mediate student conflict. 
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DiabloViews
B Y  D O L O R E S  F O X  C I A R D E L L I

Although my children are
grown, I must have back-
to-school fever—last

Friday I stopped in at Alamo
Elementary to check out the prepa-
rations for the new school year. I
ended up spending more than an
hour with Sue Benit, now a fourth-
grade teacher, who was my daugh-
ter’s second-grade teacher in 1985.
That was Sue’s first year at Alamo,
having transferred from Stone
Valley, which had grades 2-8 at the
time. The change allowed Sue to
job-share, with Barbara Cockerton,
leaving her more time for her own
children, Kelly and Mark. She said
communication between the two
teachers was key in job-sharing,
and she and Barbara left copious
notes for each other; students
would be stunned to learn from her
that they’d had a great day in her
absence. She believes the children
benefited from always having a
rested teacher. Only one parent
complained in 15 years! But she
likes having her own classroom,
too, and complete control.

This is Sue’s 35th year of teach-
ing, and she plans to keep going for
40. She started out at a middle
school in Modesto after earning
her credential at UC Santa
Barbara. She recalled her first
assignments—one class of
English, yearbook, and remedial
reading and English—and called
them “typical first-year teacher”
courses, the odds and ends. After
two years she got married and
moved to Walnut Creek, and found
the job at Stone Valley teaching
girls PE. Being an athlete herself,
she loved the PE classes and
thought teaching middle school
was her calling. But she discovered
something: “I’m a warm and fuzzy
person—and middle schoolers are
not warm and fuzzy.” So she went
to UC Berkeley at night for her cre-
dential in elementary education
and the rest is history.

Sue has gone from teaching sec-
ond grade to third and then fourth.
The fourth grade is more challeng-
ing—it’s 32 students as opposed to
20, plus essays are much longer.
But it has different rewards. “In
second grade, they are still babies,”
she said. “Third-graders still need
to get individualized attention. But
fourth-graders do silent reading for
a half hour. And they do projects.
And they have a sense of humor.”
She likes to tell them that she was
Sue Foulk for 25 years, Sue Hafen
for 25 years, and now she is Sue
Benit and hopes she will be Sue
Benit for 25 years. She can see
their wheels turn as they figure out
she is saying she hopes to live to
age 75.

For 13 years, Sue has had the
assistance of para-educator (aka

teacher’s aide) Rosemary West.
Rosemary also has a teaching cre-
dential, so when Sue takes a few
days off, she does not need a sub-
stitute teacher, Rosemary can con-
tinue the class work without a
hitch. Sue said sometimes
Rosemary reports back that some
students took advantage of her
absence. That is occasion for Sue
to speak to them in a very quiet
voice, which makes them pay close
attention, saying, “I’m very disap-
pointed. I heard you weren’t nice
with Mrs. West.” Immediately the
kids who were well behaved begin
to wave their hands, anxious to tell
about the “problems.” She laughed
in relating this, obviously relishing
her job and loving her students.

Sue has an important rule in her
classroom: Learning should be fun.
She said teaching has changed
through the years with the amount
of testing, which sometimes makes
her rule hard to enforce. She keen-
ly feels that her job is to raise car-
ing, responsible people. She rein-
forces this lesson in many ways—
with a different student each week
chosen as the class VIP, role-play-
ing on how to resolve conflicts,
and by rewarding good deeds with
Benit Bucks redeemable for extra
credit or good for drawings.

The classroom was almost ready,
even last week. A bulletin board
had huge blue gingham letters say-
ing “Mrs. Benit’s All Stars.” She
was looking forward to greeting
her new students, noting that they
are still basically third-graders at
the beginning of the year. “I’ll start
out by saying, ‘I know you’re kind
of nervous. I’m nervous, too. Do
you ever get that feeling in your
tummy? I do, too,’” she said. Sue
made the classroom work sound
stimulating—and fun. I wouldn’t
mind being in the fourth grade
again, with Mrs. Benit as the
teacher. ■

Benit bucks stop here

~ behind Starbucks ~
120 E Prospect Avenue • Danville • 925.838.3945
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A Danville favorite...only at The Terrace

“She thought 
teaching middle
school was her 
calling. But she 
discovered something:
‘I’m a warm and
fuzzy person—and
middle schoolers are
not warm and fuzzy.’”
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E D I T O R I A L S • L E T T E R S • O P I N I O N S  A B O U T  L O C A L  I S S U E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Sad as it may be to see the end of the funky old
false fronts and the quaint shops behind the historic
Danville Hotel, that block provides a wonderful
opportunity to create some economic buzz in the
heart of downtown.

So far, redevelopment plans call for the front of the
block on Hartz Avenue to remain the same. The Wine
Sellars is in the historic McCauley Hotel, and Lisa
B’s next door is in the equally historic Danville
Hotel, which the McCauley family owned and oper-
ated from the 1890s to the 1940s. This attractive row
of shops and restaurants from the parking lot to the
corner will stay intact. It is the courtyard with its
assorted little structures that will be redeveloped, as
well as the larger build-
ing housing Celia’s,
which many people
confuse with the his-
toric Danville Hotel.
The whole block was
dubbed the Danville
Hotel Territory when it
was built in 1962.

The Territory may
have been a tourist draw
in its day but the old
ghost town is looking
tired. Also, times have changed. Downtown Danville is
now quite charming, with interesting boutiques and
quality restaurants, and its merchants are continually
looking for ways to bring more pedestrian traffic to
their shops. This was the goal of this summer’s
Thursday evening events. With the same purpose, the
developer is looking for a “national” anchor, meaning
a store that everyone will recognize and patronize. This
would be a draw to shoppers who would then discover
Danville’s unique shops. A national could bring con-
sistent foot traffic to the area, summer or winter.

Plans for this block will probably call for retail
downstairs and offices upstairs. The owner also said
he plans to include some sort of pedestrian walkway.
We like this idea; such walkways have contributed
positively to the ambiance of the downtown, such as
the one next to the Uptown Cafè that ties Hartz to
Railroad Avenue. We think it’s a great idea to replace
the gingerbread of Celia’s with a design that fits in
better with Danville today: Let’s leave Virginia City
to Nevada.

Imagining in Alamo
Dear Editor:

Take an imaginary trip with me. As you drive from Walnut Creek on
Danville Boulevard toward Alamo, notice that the road is a two lane
“country” road; however, at Jackson Way, Danville Boulevard widens
into five lanes, which has been the subject of many public meetings
regarding safety and congestion. As you approach the Safeway on your
right, imagine it to be Monte Vista High School. On your left, imagine
that a 400-car parking lot (full of newly licensed children) replaces the
Shell Station, Longs Drugs, and the small strip mall. Now, look around
you as you’re stopped at the light in the left-turn lane during rush hour
traffic and imagine 400 to 800 children crossing that five-lane highway
to get to school.

That is exactly what Davidon Homes and the San Ramon Valley
School District are going to build on Stone Valley Road at Monte Vista
High School. The two-lane “country” road will be gone and replaced
with five lanes plus turnouts and a new stoplight. Also imagine 39 more
homes with associated cars and children. Now imagine your child
crossing five lanes of traffic twice a day to get to school. Now imagine
everyone driving the speed limit.  

S.A. Smith
Mountain Canyon Place, Alamo

Editor’s note: Currently, Davidon Homes’ plans for changes on
Stone Valley Road in front of Monte Vista High School call for two
bicycle lanes; two travel lanes; two left-turn lanes; and one 16-foot
landscaped median.

Code of ethics The Danville Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level
of ethical standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept.
21, 1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the
Code, please visit our web site at www.DanvilleWeekly.com

The Danville Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on
issues of local interest. No anonymous letters or “open letters” to other
organizations or individuals will be printed. Please provide your name,
street address and daytime telephone number. Please keep length to 250
words or less. We reserve the right to edit contributions for length and
style and for factual errors known to us.

LETTERS: Mail or hand deliver to Danville Weekly, 
315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville, CA 94526

Fax: (925) 837-2278

E-mail: Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com

E D I T O R I A L  •  T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  W E E K LY L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Y O U R  T U R N

Gotta have heart

“The developer is
looking for a national
anchor, meaning a
store that everyone
will recognize and
patronize.”

T H E  P O I N T  O F  T H E  P E N

PUBLISHER
Deborah Acosta McKeehan
EDITORIAL
Editor
Dolores Fox Ciardelli
Staff Reporter
Casey Reivich
Editorial Intern
Amanda Wight
Sports Writer
Mike L. Mc Colgan
Contributors
Kathy Cordova
Deborah Grossman
Cathy Jetter
Joe Ramirez
Doug Regalia
ART & PRODUCTION
Art Director
Shannon Corey
Assistant Design Director
Ben Ho
Designer
Steve Bruzenak
James Greenfield
Jason Lind
ADVERTISING
Advertising Manager
Laure Reynolds
Advertising 
Account Executive
Amy McKelligan

Classified Advertising
Susan Thomas
BUSINESS
Office Manager 
Caroll Sandifor
Ad Services 
Veneta Roberts, Manager
Alicia Broadway
Business Associate
Lisa Ofefelein
Operations Manager
Shannon Corey
Circulation Manager
Bob Lampkin

The Danville Weekly is published every
Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co.,
315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, Danville,
CA  94526; (925) 837-8300.

Mailed at Standard Postage Rate. The
Danville Weekly is mailed free to homes
and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk,
Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscrip-
tions at $25 per year ($40 for two years)
are welcome from local residents.

Subscription rate for businesses and for
residents of other communities is $40
per year.

© 2005 by Embarcadero Publishing
Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

How to reach the Weekly

315 Diablo Road, Suite 100 
Danville, CA 94526
Phone: (925) 837-8300
Fax: (925) 837-2278

Editorial e-mail:
Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com
Calendar@DanvilleWeekly.com

Display Sales e-mail:
sales@PleasantonWeekly.com 

Classifieds Sales e-mail:
Ads@DanvilleWeekly.com 

Circulation e-mail: 
circulation@DanvilleWeekly.com

Serving the communities
of Danville, Blackhawk,

Diablo and Alamo

Your hometown newspaper 
away from home



Danville Weekly • August 26, 2005 • Page 13

Community Pulse
P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N  &  L O G  • O B I T U A R I E S • B I R T H S  &  W E D D I N G S

A 49-year-old Danville
woman slipped off a hiking
trail on the morning of Aug. 15
near Highland Drive and Sky
Terrace, falling approximately
100-120 feet into a creek bed.
Her husband eventually found
her and called emergency serv-
ices at 10:10 a.m. Twelve per-
sonnel, including Battalion
Chief Boyd Clegg, paramedics
and a technical rescue unit
from the San Ramon Valley
Fire Protection District,

arrived at the scene and were
able to lift the woman out of
the creek bed. They completed
the rescue by 11:28 a.m. 

The woman was taken to the
San Ramon Regional Medical
Center in an ambulance. She
was badly bruised and had
fractured her left thighbone
and left arm in the fall. She
was released from San Ramon
Regional on Thursday, Aug.
18, said hospital spokeswoman
Sandra Ryan.

Aug. 15
• Interfering with public officer: on

Winfield Ln. at 1:11 a.m.
• Burglary-commercial: on Railroad

Ave. at 3:51 a.m.
• Warrant arrest: Arrest on Diablo Rd.

at 4:30 a.m.
• Burglary-miscellaneous: on Love Ln.

at 7:26 a.m.
• Malicious mischief: on Stone Valley

Rd. at 7:29 a.m.
• Malicious mischief: on La Gonda

Wy. at 7:32 a.m.
• Malicious mischief: on Quinterra Ln.

at 8:53 a.m.
• Malicious mischief: on Pagosa Ct. at

9:25 a.m.
• Petty theft-from vehicle: on El

Pintado Rd. at 9:05 a.m.
• Stolen vehicle: on Diablo Rd. at

10:20 a.m.
• Accident-property damage: on

Sycamore Valley Rd. at 4:30
p.m.

• Possession of counterfeit bill: on
Dutch Mill Ct. at 5:12 p.m.

Aug. 16
• Suspicious circumstances: on

Matadera Cr. at 3:13 a.m.

Aug. 17
• Battery-domestic: Arrest on Pelican

Ct. at 11:33 a.m.
• Accident-property damage: on San

Ramon Valley Blvd. and
Sycamore Valley at 3:43 p.m.

• Malicious mischief: on Bueno Ct. at
5:50 p.m.

Aug. 18
• Disturbing the peace-domestic: on

Clydesdale Dr. at 8:03 a.m.
• Malicious telephone calls: on Clarita

Pl. at 10 a.m.
• Credit card fraud: on St. Beatrice

Ct. at 4:13 p.m.

Aug. 19
• Accident-property damage: on

Diablo Rd. and I-680 south-
bound at 2:27 p.m.

• Malicious mischief: on La Gonda Ct.
and La Gonda Wy. at 4:35 p.m.

• Suspicious circumstances: on
Ferncroft Ct. at 4:50 p.m.

Aug. 20
• Defrauding innkeeper: on Camino

Ramon at 2:34 a.m.

• Battery-misdemeanor: on Camino
Ramon at 2:55 a.m.

• Driving under influence (DUI)-misde-
meanor: Arrest on El Pintado
Rd. and La Gonda Wy. at 3:48
a.m.

• Suspicious circumstances: on San
Rey Pl. at 7:29 a.m.

• Disturbing the peace: on Tassajara
Ranch Dr. at 1:32 p.m.

• Drugs-possession of syringe: Arrest
on Linda Mesa Ave. at 7:07 p.m.

• Contributing to delinquency of
minor: Arrest on Oak Ct. and
San Ramon Valley Blvd. at 10:33
p.m.

• Assault with deadly weapon: Arrest
on Greenbrook Dr. at 11:50 p.m.

Aug. 21

• Disturbing the peace: on Hartz Av.
at 1:57 a.m.

• DUI misdemeanor: Arrest on La
Gonda Wy. at 3:54 p.m.

• Accident-property damage: on
Winterwood Ct. at 4:26 p.m.

The Office of the Contra Costa
County Sheriff’s Department’s Valley
Station in Alamo made the following
information available.

ALAMO

Aug. 15

• Petty theft: on Regent Pl.

• Malicious mischief: on Indian Wy.

• Malicious mischief: on Red Wing Dr.

• Malicious mischief: on Stone Valley
Oaks Dr.

Aug. 16

• Disturbance: on Stone Valley Wy.

• Malicious mischief: on High Eagle
Rd.

Aug. 17

• Malicious mischief: Alamo Plaza

Aug. 19

• Malicious mischief: on Danville Blvd.

DIABLO

Aug. 15

• Burglary-residential: on Avenida
Nueva

Aug. 16

• Grand theft-from building: on
Alameda Diablo

The Danville Police Department
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

Addie Lynn Pulliam
Addie Lynn, weighing 7 pounds
4 ounces and 19 inches long,
was born at John Muir Medical
Center, at 12:51 p.m., Thursday,
July 7, to Terri and John
Pulliam of Danville.

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

P O L I C E  L O G

B I R T H S

Danville woman rescued from creek bed
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

by Julie Nostrand

Sitting in a blue sleeveless summer
dress in front of Starbucks, Christine
Burke is enjoying the heat of a

Danville summer. Today, she drove herself
to coffee and loves the freedom her new
drivers’ license allows. She is also free of
her wheelchair this afternoon, but has her
crutches tucked discreetly under the table.

When another patron walks by and asks,
in a friendly voice, “What happened to
you?” she laughs. Realizing then that she is
disabled, not injured, the customer stam-
mers out an apology. Burke smiles and reas-
sures the stranger, “No big deal.”

For Burke, disabled since birth, living
with physical limitations is “no big deal.”
Born with spina bifida, a problem caused
when her spinal column didn’t close proper-
ly in the womb, Burke is comfortable with
her physical abilities. She knows she doesn’t
have feeling in her feet and she suspects the
feeling in her legs has been affected, but she
doesn’t let it slow her down.

Burke’s ability to live in the mainstream
of life is a relief to her parents, Dawn
Graeme and Randy Burke. There was no
sign of trouble during her pregnancy, and
Graeme remembers clearly the fear she felt
when she realized in the delivery room
something was wrong.

“Nothing prepares you for this,” says
Graeme of the day she learned her baby
girl had spina bifida. A physical therapist
by training, Graeme knew a bit about the

birth defect when Christine was born, but
had a lot to learn. “I was very sad and wor-
ried. I questioned if I could deal with this,”
recalls Graeme.

As time passed, doctors evaluated
Christine’s condition. Infants born with
spina bifida suffer from a broad spectrum

of physical and developmental problems.
According to Graeme, the unknown extent
of the disability left the family holding
their breath. But as time passed and their
little girl began hitting developmental
milestones, the family was able to relax:
Her only limitations were physical.

Five years after her birth, like other kids
her age, Christine was ready to start kinder-
garten, at Baldwin Elementary School. The
school administrators originally wanted to
place her in a Special Education classroom,
insisting she would be more comfortable in
an environment tailored to her needs. The

family refused this arrangement, arguing
their daughter would benefit from being
with able-bodied kids. Their determination
landed Christine in a mainstream classroom
with her peers.

Graeme points out that the family has had
a positive school experience, and at the same
time, they have had to be their own advo-
cates. Burke’s disability has not affected her
cognitively, only physically, but in those
early school years, many teachers needed
reassurances that her disability would not
create a distraction in the classroom.

So, each year, Burke’s mom and dad
advocated to keep her mainstreamed, and
each year, Burke excelled in school, proving
her parents right.

Today, Burke is a confident, accom-
plished 16-year-old, entering her junior year
at San Ramon Valley High School. She is a
budding leader in the disabled community,
sings soprano in the school choir, and still
finds time to play competitive wheelchair
tennis and basketball.

Debbie Beyers, a resource teacher at
San Ramon Valley High School, has
worked with Burke and her family for the
past two years. As a resource teacher,
Beyers helps about 30 students with dif-
ferent disabilities by advocating for and
supporting their needs. Throughout her
time in high school, Beyers has been her
“Mom away from home,” says Burke.

And Beyers says that it is a delight
working with Burke.
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In the mainstream
For Danville’s Christine Burke, 

life with a disability is ‘No big deal’

“Christine is strong-
willed, positive and a
pleasure to work with.
She does every piece of
homework, and teachers
love her positive attitude.”

CASEY REIVICH
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“Christine is strong-willed, positive and a pleasure
to work with,” says Beyers. “She does every piece of
homework, and teachers love her positive attitude.”

Her grades reflect her dedication to schoolwork.
Despite missing six months of her first two years in
high school due to surgeries related to her disability,
she maintains a 3.5 grade point average.

“Christine will definitely go on to a four-year
school, and it is likely she will earn either an academ-
ic or athletic scholarship,” adds Beyers.

Once her schoolwork is complete, Burke’s passion is
athletics. She focuses her efforts on wheelchair tennis
and basketball and is playing both at a national level.

In tennis, she is currently ranked No. 10 in the coun-
try in the juniors and No. 11 in the country in
Women’s A division for U.S. Wheelchair Tennis. She
boasts of having competed in the U.S. Open
Wheelchair Tennis Competition.

In basketball, she plays off-guard for the Bay
Area Outreach and Recreational Program’s (BORP)
Bay Cruisers Varsity Basketball team. Tim Orr, the
director of BORP’s sports program has known
Burke for many years.

“Christine has great communication on the court,
and she is very good at supporting other players,” said
Orr. “She is increasing in strength and agility and
improving her shooting.”

Orr says that wheelchair basketball is tough to mas-
ter. It takes about seven years for players to learn to
handle the wheelchair, the ball and the defense by the
other team, he explains, but Burke is well on her way
to excelling in the sport.

Her athletic ability has allowed her to travel the
country competing in basketball and tennis. In fact,
last year she was a starting guard on the National
Championship Junior Varsity team.

Burke uses her athletic endeavors to connect with
her peers. This spring she helped organize an exhibi-
tion game pitting the BORP Cruisers’ against the var-
sity basketball players of San Ramon Valley High. The
Cruisers spotted the Wolves 70 points, but the Wolves
had to play in wheelchairs.

Led by Burke, the Cruisers beat the Wolf Pack by 2
points, 77 to 75. All had a good time, and the varsity
basketball players developed a new appreciation for
life with a disability—and some sore arm muscles.

“It was just the right combination of fun and com-
petition,” said Orr of the event.

Wanting to build on the leadership experience
gained by organizing the basketball game, Burke
attended the Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) in
Sacramento this summer. Sponsored by the
Governor’s Committee on Employment of People
with Disabilities, a part of the Employment
Development Department, the forum brings youths
with visible and hidden disabilities together to live,
laugh and learn with each other for five days. Of
thousands of applicants, Burke was selected to be
one of 60 participants this year.

The conference included leadership development
exercises, small group discussions, and meetings with
legislators to discuss issues impacting the disabled
community. The objective of the conference is to pre-
pare students with disabilities to reach their career
goals and lead independent lives.

For Burke, the conference was eye opening.
Familiar with the challenges she faces daily, some of
the exercises helped her see the variety of challenges
faced by people with other disabilities. The confer-
ence provided her with tools to be a proactive leader
for the rights of the disabled community, and it made
her feel the outlook for the disabled is brighter now
than ever before.

Burke wants to use her experience at the Youth
Leadership Forum to spearhead an effort to start a dis-
ability awareness day at her school. She hopes the
effort will include the opportunity for students to live
a day with a simulated disability. Her hope is this exer-
cise will deepen the understanding her peers have for
challenges faced by the disabled.

Even though college is two years away, Burke is
already making plans for life after high school. With
her sights set on attending the University of Arizona in
Tucson, Burke plans to continue her academic and
athletic career through college. The school has strong
wheelchair basketball and tennis teams. Ideally, Burke
would love to play on those teams while studying to be

a pediatric nurse. Being a nurse would allow her to
give to other sick kids some of the support she has
received from the nurses who have helped her.

“With a lot of nurses, I am just a teenager,” says
Burke. “They come into the room and just talk to me.
They don’t treat me like a medical case.”

And Burke knows about being a “medical case.”
She has spent a lot of time in hospitals, enduring a
total of 15 surgeries. Many have been on her back, but
others have been on her ankles, hips and neck.

But the surgeries are history for now, and she is
busy shopping for school clothes and planning for
her future.

Perhaps that is the most striking thing about Burke.
Through her positive outlook and strong will, her dis-
ability is “no big deal.” She is just another teenager
getting ready for the new school year. ■

Christine Burke enjoys skiing every winter, despite a hectic
schedule that includes choir, tennis and basketball.

Christine Burke and her BORP Bay Cruisers’ teammates are rec-
ognized at last year’s Wheelchair Basketball National
Championships. Burke is playing with the varsity team this year.
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by Amanda Wight

“Hvordan var din flytur?” I
asked with the overinflated confi-
dence of an 8-year-old, not con-
cerned that my Danish accent was-
n’t quite what it should have been.

“My plane trip was good, thank
you,” Gitte Clausen replied after a
moment of stunned silence, taking
in her surroundings, a look of awe
on her face.

It was October 1994, and my
family was gathered at the San
Francisco airport to welcome Gitte
to the United States. She had
arrived from Odense, Denmark, to
live with our family for a year and
care for my 4-year-old brother, Ian,
and myself while my parents were
at work. Her official title was au

pair, but she would become a sister
to me over time.

We stood in a little huddle
around Gitte: my father, Terry, held
a sign with her name on it; my
mother, Patti, held a bouquet of
flowers; Ian and I held a sign say-
ing “Welcome” in Danish
(Velkommen); and our first au pair,
who was departing a week later,
Pernille Pedersen, held a bunch of
balloons.

I talked nonstop the entire car
ride back to Danville, bombarding
Gitte with questions about herself
and scarcely giving her time to
answer before launching into my
next inquiry. She handled it quite
well, pacifying my curiosity while
trying to entice my brother into
joining the conversation. In

between all of this, she still man-
aged to speak in rapid-fire Danish
to Pernille, much to my annoyance.
I didn’t like not being able to
understand what was being said,
but I got over it, of course.

It was a Friday night when Gitte
came, and we tried to acclimate her
to our American traditions as soon
as possible. We introduced her to
the concept of eating pizza with
potato chips for dinner, and my dad
flipped on “The X-Files,” which
Gitte had never seen. She went to
bed later that evening, exhausted
but excited about beginning the
next year of her life.

Gitte told me years later that
when she chose to be an au pair,
she really had no clue what she was
getting into. She was worried about
my family not liking her and not
getting along with us, as well as
being too homesick or not liking
the United States. She said her
biggest fear was that something
bad would happen to Ian or myself
while she was in charge of us.

My parents decided to join the au
pair program in 1993, when our full-
time babysitter decided she was
going back to school. My dad trav-
eled frequently for business, and my
mom worked evenings as a clinical
scientist at John Muir Hospital. She
had heard about au pairs from a
work colleague, and thought an au
pair would be a convenient solution
to her child-care needs.

They worked with EF Au Pairs
(now Cultural Care Au Pairs) in
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➤ Continued on page 18

About au pairs
Cultural Care Au Pair (culturalcare.com), which my family used,

has the following guidelines:

• Au pairs are 18-26 years old and high school graduates. They
are proficient in conversational English, and must have recently
completed 200 hours of childcare experience. Au pairs possess a
legal visa to visit the United States for 13 months (12 for working,
one for traveling). Each au pair candidate submits to a reference
check as well as a complete background screening. While in
America, they must earn at least six academic credits at an accred-
ited post-secondary institution, usually a community college or
nearby university, in any subject. The host family must contribute
$500 toward the cost of classes.

• The au pair’s first week in America is spent at Au Pair Training
School in New York where they participate in workshops on child
development and safety.

• A host family must be committed to cultural exchange, U.S. cit-
izens or legal permanent residents, the parent(s) or guardian(s) of
children requiring up to 45 hours of childcare per week, and able to
provide a private bedroom.

• A host family pays an average of $260 per week for individual-
ized, live-in care, regardless of the number of children or their ages.
When beginning the search for an au pair, a $250 application fee
applies. Once an au pair has been selected, the basic cost of the
program is $5,995, which includes the recruitment, screening, and
preparation of the au pair by experienced staff; training at the Au
Pair Training School in New York; host family and au pair orienta-
tions; international airfare; a full year of medical and travel insur-
ance; training materials; and year-long support from the Cultural
Care staff and local childcare coordinator. In addition to the
Program Fees, $500 for academic classes and a weekly stipend of
$139.05 rounds out the cost of hosting an au pair.

—Amanda Wight

Amanda Wight (left), Gitte Clausen and Ian Wight lounge
in the backyard grass in October 1995. COURTESY WIGHT FAMILY

Ian and Amanda Wight enjoy a reunion with their former au pair Gitte Clausen (center)
in July 2004.
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2046 (R) CinéArts: Fri-Tue: 1:35, 9:40 p.m.
Batman Begins (PG-13) Regal Imax Theaters: Fri-Tue: 4, 9:30 p.m.
Broken Flowers (R) CinéArts: Fri-Tue: 11:50 a.m., 2:25, 4:55, 7:25, 9:55 p.m.

Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue 11:40 a.m., 2:25, 5:10,
7:50, 10:25 p.m.

Charlie and the Century 14: Fri-Tue: 12:05, 2:40, 5:20, 7:55 p.m.
Chocolate Factory (PG) Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 12:45, 3:45, 6:30, 9:45

p.m.
Regal Imax Theaters: Fri-Tue: 11 a.m., 1:30, 7 p.m.

Deuce Bigalow: Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:15 a.m., 1:15, 
European Gigolo (R) 3:25, 5:40, 7:55, 10:05 p.m.
Four Brothers (R) Century 14: Fri-Tue: 11:35 a.m., 2, 4:25, 7:05, 9:30 p.m.

Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:10 a.m., 1:50, 4:25,
7, 9:40 p.m.

Grizzly Man (R) Century 14: Fri-Tue: 11:55 a.m., 2:25, 4:55, 7:30, 10:05
p.m.

Junebug (R) CinéArts: Fri-Tue: 4:35, 7:10 p.m.
March of the Penguins (G) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Sat: 2:50, 4:55, 7:10, 9:15

p.m.; Sun-Tue 2:50, 4:55, 7:10 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tue: 12:25, 2:30, 4:40, 6:55, 9:15 p.m.
CinéArts: Fri-Tue: 11:45 a.m., 1:45, 3:45, 5:45, 7:45,
9:45 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tue: 12:30, 2:30, 4:30, 6:40, 8:40
p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:10 a.m., 1:10, 3:20,
5:20, 7:40, 9:50 p.m.
Vine Cinema: Fri: 1:15, 3:10, 5, 7, 9 p.m.; Sat-Sun:
11:20 a.m., 1:15, 3:10, 5, 7, 9 p.m.

Must Love Dogs (PG-13) Century 14: Fri-Tue: 11:40 a.m., 1:55, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20
p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 3:50, 9:35 p.m.

Pretty Persuasion (Not Rated)CinéArts: Fri-Tue: 11:40 a.m., 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:50 p.m.
Red Eye (PG-13) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Sat: 2:40, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30

p.m. Sun-Tue: no show 9:30 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tue: 12:15, 3, 5:15, 7:25, 9:35 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tue 12:20, 2:30, 4:40, 7:15 9:25
p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 12:30, 1:20, 2:50,
3:30, 5:15, 5:50, 7:30, 8:10, 9:50, 10:30 p.m. 

Sky High (PG) Century 14: Fri-Tue: 11:25 a.m., 1:40, 4:50, 7:20, 9:55
p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tue: 12:50, 3:20, 6:45, 9:10 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue 11:35 a.m., 2:05, 4:30,
7:05, 9:45 p.m.

Supercross (PG-13) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Sun: 3:15, 7:50 p.m. 
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:05 a.m.

The 40 Year-Old Virgin  (R) Century 14: Fri-Tue:  noon, 1:30, 2:45, 4:15, 5:30, 7,
8:15, 9:40 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tue: 1:15, 4, 7, 9:40 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:05, 11:30 a.m.,
1:45, 2:10, 4:35, 5, 7:25, 7:55, 10:15, 10:40 p.m.

The Aristocrats (NC-17) CinéArts: Fri-Tue: 11:30 a.m., 2, 4:25, 7, 9:10 p.m.
The Brothers Grimm Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Sat: 2, 4:45, 7:30, 
(PG-13) 10:15 p.m. Sun-Tue: no show 10:15 p.m.

Century 14: Fri-Tue: 12:30, 1:45, 3:15, 4:30, 6, 7:15,
8:45, 10 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tue: 1, 3:50, 7:10, 9:50 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11, 11:30 a.m., 1:40,
2:10, 4:30, 5, 7:20, 7:50, 10:10, 10:40 p.m.

The Cave (PG-13) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Sat: 2:55, 5:20, 7:45, 10:05
p.m. Sun-Tue: no show 10:05 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tue: 11:45 a.m., 2:15, 4:45, 7:10, 9:45
p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:50 a.m., 2:20, 4:50,
7:20, 10 p.m.

The Dukes of Hazzard Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 2:25, 4:55, 7:25, 
(PG-13) 10:10 p.m.
The Great Raid (no rating) Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 12:50, 6:30 p.m.
The Skeleton Key (PG-13) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Sat: 5:25, 9:55 p.m.; Sun-

Tues: 5:25 p.m. only
Century 14: Fri-Tue: 10:30 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:20 am, 2:05, 4:40,
7:35, 10:20 p.m.

Undiscovered (PG-13) Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues: 12:05, 2:35, 5:05,
7:40, 10:05 p.m.

Valiant (G) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Sat: 3, 5, 7, 9 p.m.; Sun-Tue:
No show 9 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tue: 11:50 a.m., 1:50, 3:50, 5:50, 7:50,
9:50 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11 a.m., 1, 3:05, 5:10,
7:15, 9:30 p.m.

War of the Worlds (PG-13) Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:20 a.m. 1:55, 4:30,
7:10, 9:55 p.m.

Wedding Crashers (R) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Sat: 2:05, 4:50, 7:35, 10:15
p.m. Sun-Tues: No show 10:15 p.m.
Cent. 14: Fri-Tue: 11:30 a.m., 2:20, 5, 7:40, 10:20 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tue: 12:50, 3:30, 6:50, 9:30 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tue: 11:15 a.m., 2, 4:45,
7:45, 10:30 p.m.
Vine Cinema: Fri: 2, 4:30, 7:15, 9:35 p.m.; Sat-Sun:
11:30 a.m., 2, 4:30, 7:15, 9:35 p.m.; Tue: 2, 4:30, 7:10,
9:20 p.m.

A T T H E  M O V I E S
Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.
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selecting the perfect person to join
our family. Pernille was our first au
pair. My brother and I loved her,
and my parents enjoyed some extra
time to themselves on the week-
ends. We all got along great, so
when the year was up, my parents
decided to welcome another au
pair into our home. 

The agency matched us with
Scandinavian girls, although we
did not have specific requests for
that locale. Cecilia was our third au
pair, from Sweden, and Camilla
was fourth, also from Sweden. By
the time I was 10, my mom no
longer worked evening shifts, so
she could stay home with us when-
ever my dad traveled, rendering au
pairs unnecessary. However, I will
always treasure the memories of
my four years with four amazing
women as great times in my life.

Gitte was the best, and I
remember her most clearly. She
truly cared about what my brother
and I thought, encouraged our
hopes, dreams and creativity, and
would always play with us. I have
so many fantastic memories of my
year with Gitte, and I feel like
having her around made me a bet-
ter 8-year-old back then, and a
better 18-year-old now.

Gitte taught us about Danish cul-
ture, and my favorite thing was
Danish pancakes. They are similar
to crepes, and we would help Gitte

make them for dinner sometimes.
We filled them with strange combi-
nations—cinnamon and sugar, but-
ter and syrup, peanut butter and
jelly—but all were delicious. The
first time we attempted to make
them, Gitte was unfamiliar with
our griddle and we wound up set-
ting off the smoke alarm. But we
got better as the year progressed.

In return for teaching us about
Danish culture, we showed Gitte
some uniquely American things.
Her favorites were Starbucks, Taco
Bell, Tootsie Rolls, and frozen
yogurt. She also told me that she
loved the beautiful nature of the
States—that there are so many dif-
ferent people and great cities. She
said that she did actually lose her
heart in San Francisco.

My parents decided to throw Gitte
a surprise 21st birthday party at our
house in May. All of the other au
pairs in the area were friends with
Gitte, so they came over to help set
up and surprise her when she got
back from swimming with her
friend Anette. I remember running
around, so excited that we were
going to surprise Gitte, and when
she walked through the door into our
living room, I think I yelled
“Surprise!” louder than anyone.

In August we went on a family
vacation to Mount Lassen and, of
course, Gitte came too. I have
great memories of the time a deer
came into our campsite while we
were eating lunch, and we just
stared at it while Gitte ran to get
her camera. She loved taking pic-
tures of everything.

We didn’t always get along, how-
ever. Whenever I would get mad at
Gitte, I would call her Miss Elf
Ears, due to her slightly pointed
ears and 5 foot 1 inch frame. That
made her so angry with me, but we
look back on it now and laugh.

When Gitte left America, it was
hard for me to see her go. I loved
Gitte with all of my heart, and the
knowledge that I wouldn’t see her
again for quite some time was dif-
ficult to deal with. 

I did get to see Gitte again, but
it wasn’t until the summer of
2003. My family went to England
for vacation, and we decided to go
to Denmark for a few days to visit
Gitte. That was a great experience
because we got to meet her par-
ents and her sister, who welcomed
us as if we were part of their fam-
ily. Gitte was able to play tour
guide to us as we had been to her
when she first came to California,
which was a lot of fun.

In July 2004, Gitte and her sister,
Nina, came to visit California. They
stayed with us while going on trips
to San Francisco, Los Angeles and
Las Vegas. But the best thing about
their visit (besides getting to spend
time with them) was that they were
able to attend our family reunion.
Gitte couldn’t believe how much
my dad’s family had changed in the
10 years since she’d seen them.

Gitte and I stay in touch
through e-mail and letters, and I
know that I’ll always have her to
turn to for advice or just to tell
her a fun story. She is one of my
favorite people, and I am so
thankful that she decided to
become an au pair and that she
ended up with my family. I cannot
think of a better match. ■

Au pair
➤ Continued from page 16
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Runners: It’s not too soon to
sign up for the annual Primo’s Run
for Education, which takes place
this year Sunday, Oct. 9.

The run benefits the San Ramon
Valley Education Foundation,
which raises money to fill in the
gaps in funding at each school site
of the San Ramon Valley Unified
School District.

“We feel each student deserves
to have programs and tools in their
education to help them reach their
full potential,” said Allan Frumkin,
who founded the organization in
1980.

The run will be celebrating 22
years since its beginning, and it is
the biggest fundraiser for the foun-
dation. In 2004 alone it distributed
more than $85,000 in teacher
grants, and it has raised more than
$2 million total.

The half-marathon begins at
7:30 a.m. at Primo’s Pizza & Pasta

in Danville, at the corner of Hartz
Avenue and Diablo Road. The 5K
Family Fun Run/Walk begins at
8:30 a.m. at Iron Horse Middle
School on Alcosta Boulevard in
San Ramon. Both races are certi-
fied by USA Track & Field.

The courses cover Danville and
parts of San Ramon and both end
at Iron Horse Middle School. After
the race, a Fun Fair is held.
Participants who have runner spon-
sors will be eligible for prizes.

Primo’s Run is the largest event
to benefit the foundation and
attracts thousands of runners from
all over the Bay Area. Registration
can be done online at www.pri-
mosrun.com. All online registra-
tions must be completed by 10
p.m. Oct. 5. In-person registration
can be done at Forward Motion
Sports on Hartz Avenue Sept. 24,
Sept. 28, Oct. 1, Oct. 5 and Oct. 8.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Run for education
Ready, set, register for annual Primo’s run

Registration fees are:
Through Sept. 15:
5K individual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25
5K families of three or more  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15 per person
Half-marathon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35

Sept. 16 and later
5K individual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30 
5K families of three or more  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20 per person
Half-marathon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$40

Day of race
5K individual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35
Half-marathon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45

For more information, visit the Web site or call the Primo’s Run Hotline at 820-9181.

Ajanta Swarnakar, M.D. 
& Denise M. Hilliard, M.D.

Dedicated to keeping 
you healthy

Accepting most HMO & PPO plans.
Same day appointments available
907 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Suite #104 • Danville • In the Victorians!

925.837.8320 • 925.837.1044

New Internal Medicine
Practice in Danville!
Specializing in:
• Women’s Health & Weight

Management

• Comprehensive Preventive Care
& Cardiovascular Screening

• Evidence Based Disease
Prevention & Health Promotion

• Private and Personalized 
Medical Care

30 Yr. Fixed 
$500,000

6.000%
6.14% APR

15 Yr. Fixed 
$350,000

30 Yr. Fixed
$350,000

5.250%
5.38% APR

5.625%
5.76% APR

Rich McManus
925-461-3347

RichLoans@comcast.net
O.A.C. 80% of value and documented income. Rates subject to change. California Department of

Real Estate License #01304040.

How high will your ARM go?
Your adjustable rate mortgage may soon be higher than current 

fixed-rate loans! Call for a FREE consultation.

$2998/mo

$2814/mo

$2015/mo

3440-D
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton

925-846-SMOG

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon

925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Poluters

$20OFF

Smog K ing
Every two years... 

You just gotta’ do it.

In & out in
20 minutes

Bring the Exotic Themes 
of Tuscany, Mediterranea

& the Tropics into your Home!

Framed Artwork
Small Furniture

Clocks • Candles

Wrought Iron
Mirrors  

Silk Trees

2256 Las Positas Rd., Livermore  
925-449-9900

525 Main Street, Pleasanton  
925-426-0832

Our Designers will come to you

Mention this ad for 10% off

Jacqui Love Marshall

our new columnist

to revel with you

in the good life.

Coming Sept. 2

Epicure
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Country French Antiques . Interior Design

398 B Hartz Avenue . Downtown Danville . 925.837.1148
Summer hours: Monday-Saturday 10-5, or shopping by appointment

Sophie’s at Rue 137Sophie’s at Rue 137 . . . Clothing For Her

R E D  E N G I N E  J E A N S  .  B E AU  D AW S O N  .  C A M B I O
E Q U E S T R I A N  .  B R E A K FA S T  I N  TO K Y O  .  M A N G O  M A N G O

EDGY EUROPEAN BOUTIQUE FOR THE WOMAN . . . Size 0 - 16

“Next to Starbucks”

by Mike L. Mc Colgan

The Crow Canyon Sea Lions
were crowned 2005 Contra
Costa County Champions

for the first time in their history, at
the county championships held
Aug. 13-14 at Acalanes High
School in Lafayette. Fifty-nine
teams participated.

“The kids were dedicated all
summer long. They came to prac-
tice every day with a new challenge
and always rose above the coaches’
expectations,” said swim coach
Dan Cottam. “They never com-
plained about training, no matter
how hard it was.” He also noted
that both younger and older team-
mates were supportive of each
other. “They knew what each
other’s goals and dreams were.”

“They finished 492 points ahead
of Blackhawk Country Club.
Round Hill Country Club finished
third,” Cottam said, beaming.

Cottam and co-head coach Ethan
Hall have coached the Sea Lions
for the past four years. This was the
first year Hall coached the summer
team but he has coached the swim-
mers in the fall for the past four
years, said Cottam. He has been
swimming for 23 years and swam
competitively for 20 years.

Both coaches were teammates
on the Terrapins Concord U.S.
Swim team and swam for UC
Santa Barbara for four years.

The entire team deserves credit
for this impressive victory, Cottam
said, providing the following list of
“only some of the standouts of the
swim meet as there were too many
to list all of them.”

• JJ Koski, 8 - high-point win-
ner for 7-8 boys (first in
butterfly; first in Individual
Medley)

• 7-8 boys Medley Relay
(Kyle Kearns, JJ Koski,

Connor Doyle, AJ Silva)
broke the County Record

• 13-14 boys Medley and Free
Relays - first place (Justin
Gribble, Jason Roudnev,
Byron Gruendl, Patrick
Weiss)

• 7-8 girls Free Relay - first
place (Kelly O’Connell,
Kristin Schumann, Marina
Smith, Katherine Klass)

• 9-10 boys Medley Relay -
first place (Dillon Williams,
Colin Chiapello, Kyle
Schumann, Brian Roudnev)

• Chris Glass - first place 100
backstroke 15-18 boys

• AJ Silva - first place in 25
freestyle 7-8 boys

• Dillon Williams, 9 - second
place in 50 back and 50
butterfly 9-10 boys

• Colin Chiapello, 9 - second
place 50 breaststroke 9-10
boys

• Kyle Schumann - first place
50 butterfly 9-10 boys

• Kristin Schumann - second
place 25 breaststroke 7-8
girls

• Logan Bjorkman - second
place 100 backstroke 15-18
girls

• Marina Smith - fourth place
100 IM; third place 25 butter-
fly 7-8 girls

Sea Lions make big splash
Crow Canyon Sea Lions swim to victory in county championships

Kiana Shokouh, 10, swims the butterfly for the Crow Canyon Sea Lions at the 2005
County Meet.

Golf Champion
Danville resident MJ Mc

Colgan won his fifth straight
Northern California Special
Olympic Golf Championship at
Castlewood Country Club.
Trailing by 3 shots with 3 holes
to play, Mc Colgan rallied and
made a crucial 15-foot downhill
putt to seal the victory by 2
shots on the last hole  and post
the lowest score of  the tourna-
ment. His next goals are to play
in the first ever 2006 National
Games to be held in Ames, Iowa,
and the 2007 Summer Games to
be held in China. He also is a
finalist for the 2005 Nike Casey
Martin Award and is a three-time
National Champion.

Your hometown newspaper
away from home

Winning girls get goofy
The Diablo Country Club 6-and-unders won both the medley relay

and the freestyle relay at the recent Contra Costa County swim meet.
Celebrating their victory are members of the freestyle team: Erin
Ospeck, Katie Keller, Maddy Scerpa and Haley Schreiber.

Devon Chiapello, 12, shows her freestyle form. She placed second in breaststroke.

Parent photographers 
Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com of the best action shot from your child’s
game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember to include caption informa-
tion: who, what, when, where—and the score.
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Art
Art of Fashion
The show, which benefits Danville
Area Cultural Alliance (DACA), will be
from 4-7 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 18, in
the Village Theater, 233 Front St.
There will be a bazaar and wine tast-
ing after the show. For information,
call Yasmine Austere at 998-9747.
Artist Reception
The Blackhawk Art Gallery is hosting a
free artist reception on Saturday, Aug.
27, at the Blackhawk Art Gallery, 3628
Blackhawk Plaza Circle. The
Reception is open to the public and
will feature the paintings of Bill Weber,
the sculptures of Michael Rizza, and
holographer Nancy Gorglione. Wine
and appetizers will be served from 5-9
p.m. For information, call 736-5640.
Portrait Painting Demonstration
The Alamo-Danville Artists’ Society will
host an artist’sdemonstration by por-
trait painter Wanda Kemper, at 7:30
p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 13, at the
Danville Congregational Church, 989
San Ramon Valley Blvd. The session
is free and visitors are welcome.

Author Visits
Bestselling Author M.J. Ryan
Join one of the creators of the
“Random Acts of Kindness” series,
bestselling author M.J. Ryan as she
discusses and signs her latest book,
“The Happiness Makeover,” at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Sept. 20, at the Danville
Library, Mt. Diablo Room. For informa-
tion, call 937-4889.
Christopher Paolini Book Signing
Meet Christopher Paolini at a reading
and signing of his latest book “Eldest,”
at 6 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 17, at the
San Ramon Valley High School
Performing Arts Center. This event is
sponsored by Rakestraw Books.
Tickets are $5.25 and can be pur-
chased at Rakestraw Books. For
additional information, call 837-7337.
Joan Bechtel, Linda Cohen 
Local authors Joan Bechtel and Linda
Cohen will discuss and sign their new
book, “Motherhood Confidential: The

Strange Disappearance of My Best
Friend,” at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 20,
at Rakestraw Books at 409 Railroad
Ave. For confirmation, call 837-7337.

Book Clubs
Library Book Discussions
The Book Discussion Group will
resume meeting Thursday, Sept. 8, to
discuss what members have read
over the summer and to choose
books for December and 2006. In
October the selection is
“Housekeeping” by Marilynne
Robinson; in November it is “Will in
the World,” by Stephen Greenbelt, a
non-fiction book that explores 16th
Century England and what enabled
Shakespeare to become
Shakespeare. The discussion group
meets at 11 a.m. the second
Thursday of every month from
September through May at the Mt.
Diablo room of the library. Everyone is
welcome.

Civic Meetings
Danville Parks and Leisure
Services Commission
The Commission meets regularly on
the second Wednesday of every
month at 7 p.m. in the Town Meeting
Hall, 201 Front St.
Danville Planning Commission
The Commission meets regularly on
the second and fourth Tuesday of
every month at 7:30 p.m. in the Town
Meeting Hall, 201 Front St. 
Town Council Meeting
The Danville Town Council meets on
the first and third Tuesdays of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Town
Meeting Hall, 201 Front St. 

Classes
For Moms of Teenage Boys
“Get out of my life...but first, could
you leave money for pizza?” Sharing
support and strategy for parenting our
teen boys. The class is from 9-10:30

a.m., Wednesdays, Sept. 7-Oct. 19
(no class Sept. 28), at the Community
Presbyterian Counseling Center, 375
Diablo Road, Suite 109. Cost is $140.
For information, visit Web site at
www.cpccounseling.com, or call 820-
1467 to register.

Clubs
Alamo Cribbage Club
The club plays cribbage for fun. It
meets at 6:15 p.m. every Wednesday
at the Safeway conference room, 200
Alamo Plaza, Alamo. Call 935-3325.
Alamo Women’s Club Federated
The club meets on most Wednesdays
at its clubhouse, 1401 Danville Blvd. It
holds a business meeting and tea the
second Wednesday at noon; meets
for Mah Jong at 10:30 a.m. the third
Wednesday; and holds a luncheon
with program at noon the fourth
Wednesday. For information, call Jean
Stringfellow at 552-9733.
Bay Area Single Christians 
BASC club is a free, large, online group
with event listings for Christian single
adults around the S.F. Bay Area. See
information at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bascs-
ingles/.
Danville AM Toastmasters Club
The club meets from 7-8:30 a.m.,
every Tuesday, at Father Nature’s, 178
E. Prospect Ave. Guests are wel-
come. Call Marge, 831-3802.
Danville Business Network
International (BNI)
The Danville Business Network
International (BNI) meets at 7 a.m.,
every Friday, at the Marriott Residence
Inn, 1071 Market Place, San Ramon.
Guests are welcome. Call Susanne
Olsen, 937-5055.
Danville Mid-day Referral Group,
BNI
Danville Mid-day Referral Group, a
chapter of Business Network
International, meets from 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m., every Wednesday, at Louka’s,
267 Hartz in Danville. Call Fran Bates
at 363-4327 or e-mail
franbates@marykay.com.
Danville PM Toastmasters
The club meets from 7:30-9 p.m.,
every Monday, at the San Ramon
Campus of Diablo Valley College, 315
Crow Canyon Place, Room 109.
Guests are welcome. Call Debra
Elmore at 934-3113.
Diablo View Toastmasters
This chapter meets from 7:55-9 a.m.,
every Tuesday, at the San Ramon
Community Center, 12501 Alcosta
Blvd. Novice and veteran speakers
meet to develop speaking skills.
Guests are welcome. Call Josh Taves,
791-2233.
Mt. Diablo Genealogical Society
The society meets from 1:15-3 p.m.,
the third Thursday of every month
except August, at the California
Savings Building, Rossmoor
Shopping Center, Tice Valley Blvd.
and Rossmoor Parkway, Walnut
Creek. Guest speakers are at each
meeting.
Mt. Diablo Macintosh Users
Group
Get questions answered, solutions
for problems, share experiences and
explore new Mac developments.
Club meets at 7:30 p.m., the third
Monday of every month, at the
Alamo Safeway Community Room.
For information, call 837-1111 or
829-5501.
San Ramon Valley Newcomers
Club
Members and guests are invited to
attend the San Ramon Valley
Newcomers Club luncheon at 11:30
a.m., Thursday, Sept. 15, at Garlic
dePasta in Pleasanton. Come enjoy
lunch and bingo. For information, call
Mickey at 803-2918.

Life is a cabaret, my friends
Multi-Media Musicals is a “Cabaret in Concert Event” benefiting the

Contra Costa Youth Council and featuring two Danville residents,
Sophie Tamiko Oda (right) and Samantha Samuels. The “Hits & Misses
... from Broadway to the Big Screen” begins at 8 p.m., Saturday, Aug.
27, at the Dean Lesher Regional Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek.
County Supervisor Mary N. Piepho will represent her father, former
State Sen. John Nejedly, founder of the Contra Costa Youth Council,
who also hopes to attend. For tickets, call 943-7469.

W E E K E N D  P R E V I E W

Custom Draperies • Motorized Solar Shadings • Interior Design

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Danville . walkersinteriors@aol.com

925.743.8225
Tableaux...available at Walkers Interiors

Herbalife independent Distributor
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I’ll show you how. Call me today!

Paula Russ
925-736-9103
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Mahalo Luau Sampler Platter
Mahalo Sugarcane Smoked Pork Ribs, Hibachi Chicken Spring Roll, Mai Tai

Tiger Prawn Cocktail & Ahi Tuna Poke
Fritto Misto of Calamari & Rock Shrimp

“Black & Blue” Ahi Tuna
Cucumber Sunomo & Pickled Ginger

Peppercorn New York Steak
Painted Hills Natural Beef, Grilled Asparagus & Potato Puree

Vanilla Prawns
Sesame Honey Walnuts, Jasmine Rice

425 Main Street Pleasanton, Ca 94566 925.462.2800

The guest speakers at this event are not employed or affiliated with Wachovia Securities.  The views expressed herein are those of the guest speakers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of Wachovia Securities or its affiliates. Wachovia Securities, LLC, Member NYSE/SIPC. ©2005 Wachovia Securities, LLC  64962 8/05

Darrick J. Walker, Senior Vice President – Investments
David E. Liebowitz, Senior Vice President – Investments

Michael W. Muniz, Financial Consultant

620 Newport Center Drive, Suite 1600 • Newport Beach, CA  92660
2033 N. Main Street, Suite 600 • Walnut Creek, CA  94596

925-746-7283 • 800-325-4049
michael.muniz@wachoviasec.com

LIEBOWITZ,

WALKER &   MUNIZ
of Wachovia Securities

ARE YOU SEEKING WAYS
TO DIVERSIFY  YOUR

QUALIFIED RETIREMENT
PLANS WITH REAL ESTATE?

Liebowitz, Walker, & Muniz of Wachovia Securities provides objective advice
to clients regarding their 401(k) distribution plans. With today’s attractive
real estate market many investors want timely opportunities in this rapidly
growing area. Did you know you may be able to use your 401(k) to buy real
estate? Adding a real estate component to your IRA may help you diversify
your qualified assets.

Guest Speakers: Tom Anderson, President and CEO, Pensco

Laura Raney, Owner and President, Vintage Mortgage

When: Wednesday, September 7, 2005

Where: Faz at The Four Points Sheraton Hotel

5121 Hopyard Road

Pleasanton, CA 94583

Wachovia Securities does not currently offer any real estate services or the
ability to purchase or hold Real Estate in Wachovia Securities Retirement
Accounts.

Concerts
Blackhawk Summer Music Series
The 11th annual Blackhawk Plaza
Summer Music Series 2005 con-
cludes Saturday, Aug. 27, with Pride
and Joy (R&B, Soul and Motown). The
concert is free with paid reserved
seating available. Advance reserved
seats are available for $5 each, while
they last. Ticket proceeds benefit the
Troy and Alana Pack Foundation.
Purchase tickets at Cinemark
Blackhawk Movies 7 at 736-0368.
Seating area opens at 4 p.m. No out-
side chairs, coolers, food or bever-
ages allowed.
Concerts at Livorna Park
Bring the family and a picnic and
enjoy local talent. The last concert of
the year will feature Silk and Soul
(jazz, blues and soul) from 6:30-8:30
p.m., Friday, Sept. 16, at Livorna
Park, Livorna Road and Miranda
Avenue in Alamo.

Events
Antique Roadshow - Appraisal
Event
The Blackhawk Museum Guild is
sponsoring an Antique Roadshow
type Appraisal Event from noon -4
p.m., Sunday, Oct. 2, at the
Blackhawk Museum, 3700 Blackhawk
Plaza Circle. You are invited to bring
small antiques, art and collectibles to
be verbally appraised by expert appri-
asers for a donation of $10 per item.
For information, call Anita Venezia,
Appraiser (964-9999)or Joyce Tucker,
Guild Program Chairperson (736-
9393). Donations contribute to the
Museum’s Children’s Education and
Transportation Fund.
Brass Era Cars
Blackhawk Museum presents Brass
Era Cars in colloboration with the
Horseless Carriage Club of America -
NorCal Chapter from 10:30 a.m.-noon,
Saturday, Sept. 24. Members of the
HCCA will discuss some of the great
horseless carriages from the Brass Era.
Museum’s docents will tour the Brass
Era cars inside the Museum after the
presentation. For information, contact
Jon Hart at 736-2277, ext. 248.
Connecting Women with Women
Mt. Diablo Business Women are host-
ing a networking extravaganza and sit
down dinner at 5:45 p.m., Thursday,
Sept. 8, at the Lafayette Park Hotel,
3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. Cost
is $35 by reservation, and $40 at the

door. Guarantee your spot by Friday,
Sept. 2, by calling 429-9253.
Docent-led Tour of the Blackhawk
Museum
Blackhawk Museum sponsors a
docent-led tour of the museum’s
Renowned Exhibitions at 2 p.m.,
every Saturday and Sunday. The tour
is free with admission. For information,
call 736-2280.
Moonlight Movies on the Town
Green
The Danville Community Services and
Police Youth Services invites you to
watch free movies on the Town Green,
located between the Danville Library
and Community Center. “Are We There
Yet?” (PG) will show Friday, Aug. 26.
Bring lawn chairs, blankets and
snacks and enjoy movies under the
stars. Movies begin when the sun
goes down at approximately 8:45 p.m.
Opportunity Quilt 2005
The Diablo Valley Quilters will present
its 22nd annual quilt show from 9
a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, and
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 25, at
Charlotte Wood Middle School, 600 El
Capitan. Sally Collins, award-winning
quilter and DVQ member, is the fea-
tured artist. Funds raised are used to
sponsor educational meetings and
community outreach programs. In
addition, there will be quilts for sale, a
silent auction of members’ quilts,
numerous vendors, handcrafted items
and door prizes. Admission is $6. 

Fundraisers
Annual Day in the Park
The Taylor Family Foundation will host
its 15th annual Day in the Park auc-
tion fundraiser that benefits children
living with life-threatening diseases
and disabilities, from noon-6:30 p.m.,
Sunday, Aug. 28, at Camp Arroyo,
Livermore. Individual tickets are $175
and a table of 10 is $2,000. For infor-
mation, call 455-5118.
Mickey Rooney live in ‘Let’s Put
On A Show’
“Let’s Put On A show” is an autobio-
graphical play with music and video
that celebrates the life and times of
Mickey Rooney. This special evening
of songs, reminiscences and jazz is at
7:30 p.m., Friday, Aug. 26, at the
Dean Lesher Regional Center for the
Arts, 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek,
and is a fundraiser for the California
Independent Film Festival Association
which sponsored Danville’s Children’s
Art Festival. Tickets are $57 general
admission; $52 seniors. Purchase
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tickets at www.dirca.org/ or call 943-
7469.
Quilt Drawing for Hospice
“Hearts of Hospice” is the name given
to a spectacular double-bed size quilt
that features 70 large “ragged” hearts
set on a mixed off-white background
and has been professionally machine
quilted. Tickets are $10 each or three
for $20. The winning ticket wil be
drawn at the Hospice of Contra Costa
Foundation’s annual auction and gala
at Blackhawk Country Club on Oct.
29. Make checks payable to Hospice
of Contra Costa Foundation, 3470
Buskirk Ave., Pleasant Hill 94523. You
need not be present to win. Proceeds
go directly to the Hospice of Contra
Costa Foundation, benefiting Hospice
and Palliative Care of Contra Costa.
Unique Flair of Fashion
Join the 2005 Danville Area Cultural
Alliance and Art Gallery fundraiser
show and bazaar, “The Unique Flair of
Fashion,” from 4-7 p.m., Sunday,
Sept. 18, at the Village Theater, 233
Front St. Tickets are $40 and can be
purchased at the gallery and Flobell
Boutique at 362-0813. For phone
orders and information, contact the
gallery director at 838-1959.

Health
Seminar on Cholesterol, Exercise
and Diet
Learn how cholesterol, exercise and
diet can affect your heart health, at a
free educational seminar from 7-8:30
p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 30, at the San
Ramon Regional Medical Center in the
South Conference Room in the South
Building, 7777 Norris Canyon Road in
San Ramon. Reservations are required.
Call to register at 800 284-2878 or on-
line at www.sanramonmedctr.com.

Kids & Teens
Back to School Bike Safety Night
On Track Learning presents Alamo’s
first Back to School Bike Safety Show.
Everyone is invited to this free, com-
munity-sponsored event. Three shows
will run from 4:30-6:30 p.m., Friday,
Sept. 2, at Creekside Community
Church, 1350 Danville Blvd. Picnic
facilities are available and some food
will be available for sale.
New SAT Strategy Session
A free strategy session on taking the
new SAT college entrance exam and
getting into the college of your choice
will be presented by the professionals

from the Princeton Review from 6-
7:30 p.m.,Thursday, Sept. 29, at the
Danville Library, Mt. Diablo Room.
Seats are limited and registration is
required. Reserve your spot at the
Danville Library Information Desk or
call 837-4889.
Red Light, Green Light
Robin Wiley has put together an inform-
ative and entertaining Family Funshop
on bus safety with something for every
child. Learn about safety while playing
games like Red Light, Green Light and
making stoplight cookies. Ongoing from
1-4 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 11, at the
Blackhawk Museum. For information,
call 736-2280 or visit www.blackhawk-
museum.org.
Story-Telling at Rakestraw Books
Rakestraw Books has a free storytime
for children ages 3-6, followed by a
simple craft activity that complements
the story. This activity is at 11 a.m.
every Wednesday at Rakestraw
Books, 409 Railroad Ave. Aug. 24 the
story is “Don’t Be Silly, Miss Millie!” by
Judy Cox; Aug. 31 is “My Granny
West to Market” by Stella Blackstone.
For information, call 837-7337.

Live Music
Antonia Venezia performs live
Vocalist Antonia Venezia, and John
Seppela on the piano will perform
from 5:30-8:30 p.m., Friday, Aug. 26,
at the Six 80 Lounge, 519 San Ramon
Valley Blvd. No cover charge for the
Happy Hour jazz show. For informa-
tion, call 552-6050.
‘Hearts for the Arts’ Smooth Jazz
“Hearts for the Arts Smooth Jazz
Series 2005” will feature Earl Klugh at
7:30 p.m., Friday, Aug. 26, at the
Dean Lesher Regional Center for the
Arts, 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek.
The show will include performances
by the Moving Arts Dance. For tickets
($175 for three shows), call 943-7469
or visit www.dlrca.org and
www.heartsforthearts.cc.

Miscellaneous
Society of Single Professionals
WineSocials and the Society of Single
Professionals are hosting a Wine
Tasting Party from 7:30-10 p.m.,
Saturday, Sept. 3, at Consignment Plus
Home Furnishings, 1299 Parkside
Drive, Walnut Creek. Cost is $20 in
advance; $30 at the door. For informa-
tion, visit http://winesocials.com or call
945-8340.

On Stage
Role Players Ensemble Theatre
Season tickets are now available for
“Red Hot & Cole” (Cole Porter is
throwing a party and you are invited!),
Oct. 1-Nov. 5; “Wrong Turn at
Lungfish” (story of a blind and bitter
college professor and his encounter
wth a saucy, street-wise young
woman who volunteers to read to him
in the hospital), Jan. 20-Feb. 11; and
“Gun-Shy” (no-holds-barred comedy
about marriage, divorce, infidelity,
incompatibility, eternal love, etc.), April
21-May 13. Performances are at the
Village Theatre, 233 Front St. For
information and ticket purchases, call
820-1278.

Reunions
Greenbrook Mother’s Group
The Greenbrook Mother’s Group
invites all alumni of the Greenbrook
Babysitting Co-op to join them at
6:30 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, at the
Greenbrook Clubhouse to celebrate
past, present and future members.
The cost is $15 per person or $30
per couple, which includes appetiz-
ers, desserts, wines and fun drinks.
For information, call Kelly Hales at
552-8149 or e-mail
rchales@juno.com.

Sports
Golden Skate Roller Hockey
League
Register Now! The fall season begins
Sept. 19 for the Golden Skate Roller
Hockey League. New players wel-
come. Leagues are the Mites (6-9
year olds), Squirts (10-13 year olds)
and Juniors (14-17 year olds).
Register at
www.TheGoldenSkate.com/hockey.ht
ml before Sept. 2 to avoid a late fee. 

Volunteering
Contra Costa Academy of Fine Art
The academy seeks new volunteers
and members to help with tasks rang-
ing from bookkeeping to recruiting
instructors. The group meets noon-1
p.m., the second Friday of the month
at Richard’s Art & Craft Store, 225
Alamo Plaza, Alamo. Call Beth
Batchelor at 837-5654.

2005

MSRP $38,990
GMS Employee Price $34,472
DlR Discount – 447

Sale Price $33,995

Net Cost To You. . .

• 275 HP • Front & Side Air Bags 
• Head Curtain • Leather Seating • Sun Roof

• XM Radio • IN Dash CD player

SAAB of PLEASANTON

www.saabofpleasanton.com

4390 Rosewood Drive 
866-857-9668

All prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance
charge, dealer document preparation charge and any
emissions testing charge. Offer expires 8/15/05

33,995
2 available

(VIN#801478
& 800656)

Welcome to the
State of Independence

9-7x
Linear SUV

All new all wheel drive 9-7x Linear SUV
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115 Announcements

Pregnant?
THINKING ADOPTION? Talk with caring
people specializing in matching birth-
mothers with loving families nationwide.
Expenses Paid. Toll free 24/7 One True
Gift Adoptions. 1-866-921-0565. (Cal-
SCAN)

130 Classes &
Instruction
Divorce Recovery/ Support Group
Parenting Classes
Set Your Heart Free
SIGNING SMART BABY SIGN LANGUAGE

133 Music Lessons
Australian Piano Method!!
GRAND OPENING WHERE MUSIC
BEGINS
Where Music BeginsTM offers the best in
music education programs for children
ages newborn and up! Our teachers are
accredited in each program and we spe-
cialize in working with children with spe-
cial needs.

For enrollment information, please call
925-249-0661.

HARP LESSONS
for all ages

Try something new this summer! 
Call Benneta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
~ located in Danville ~

KINDERMUSIK CLASSES ENROLL NOW!
PIANO LESSONS (MA)
All ages * Piano Recitals 

Lessons in-home or at a shop 
in Pleasanton or Dublin 

Experienced
Grace 510-352-0546

PianoLessons2U@aol.com

120 Auctions

155 Pets

LAB / DOBERMAN MIX PUPPY
10 month old female part Lab /

Doberman puppy needs good home.
925-846-9215

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
94 NISSAN PATHFINDER $3250/obo
925-846-9690

97 TOYOTA COROLLA, $4K / OBO,
925-202-9455

BMW 1998 740 IL - $18,900
FORD 2003 MUSTANG GT - $16000
OBO
Jeep 1999 Cherokee Sport
1999, Great Cond, AC, Thule Bike Rack,
$8200 obo - Cell 408-569-1808 (Pleas.)
$8200 obo
Mazda 1990 MX6 Turbo - $2,250. 92
toyota 1997 corolla - $4,000 or

VW 2002 Passat - $15750

203 Bicycles
Bike seat for children - $5 only

210 Garage/Estate
Sales
Pleasanton, 1913 Fiorio Circle, 8/27, 8-2
Pleasanton, 2239 Raven Rd, 8-27, 7-12
Pleasanton, 257 Trenton Circle, August
27, 7am-1pm
PLEASANTON, 2615 Trevor Pkwy,
Sat 8/27, 8-12
MOVING SALE -Leather sectional, W/D,
Britax car seat & lots more!

PLEASANTON, 3108 Joanne Circle,
Sat 8/27, 8-4

Pleasanton, 3150 Catawba Ct., Aug.
27, 8a-1p
bedroom set, desk, etc.
Pleasanton, 320 Trenton Circle , Yard
Sale Aug. 27 & 28, 8-2pm
Pleasanton, 4121 Churchill Dr, August
27, 8-3
PLEASANTON, 4153 Morganfield Ct,
Sat 8/27, 8-2

Pleasanton, 4153 Morganfield Ct., Sat.
Aug. 27th 8-2
PLEASANTON, 5400 Black Ave, Fri
8/26 & Sat 8/27, 8-2

Pleasanton, 692 St John St, Sat
8/27, 10-4 No Early Birds!

Antique bottles, wood doors, Art Deco
items and more!

Pleasanton, Christina Court, August
27, 8am - 4pm
Antique Tea cups,kit gadgets,
silver&clothing; reg household items

215 Collectibles &
Antiques
Baseball Card Collection - $15
Chenille Bedspread - $120.00
picture of screaming - $10
Pokemon Collection - $49

230 Freebies
Take it, it’s yours!
1982 Fisher woodburning stove with
parts,never been used.
FREE

240 Furnishings/
Household items
BEDS—Niagara Adjustamatic Beds -
$200
Cherry Wood Dining Table - $500/OBO
Chimney Cap - $100
Chippendale Hall Table - $100
Chrome Walker - $30.
Custom-Built Sofa and Loveseat -
$250.00

DOUBLE OVEN 925-837-8852
Self-cleaning Frigidaire double oven in
good condition. $95 or best offer.

Elegant Brass Chandelier - $190

ESTATE SALE & more! 925/846-4299

Firepit - $20

Fireplace Door Set - $10

Fireplace Door Set - $10

Jenn-Air Stainless Backsplash - $125.

Kid’s chest with shelves - $30, OBO

Loveseat & Oversized Chair - $45

Mattress set - King size - $170 OBO

Oak Armoire and Dresser - $650

Oak Dining Table - $500

Pecan wood bedroom set - $800

Pretty Barbie Roller Skate - $10

Queen Down Comforter - $50.

Refrigerator, Very good - $150, OBO

Sofa and Loveseat
Sofa and matching loveseat Taupe color
in very good condition. $400.00

Thomas Kinkade Victorian Garden

Twin Comforter Set - $25.

Twin size storage bed $125 925-
461-9085

Twin/Day Bed Set - $55

245 Miscellaneous
Absolutely no cost
to you!! Brand New Power Wheelchairs
and Scooters. Call toll free 1-800-843-
9199 24 hours a day to see if you qual-
ify. (Cal-SCAN)

Automated, turn key,
e-commerce business. State of the art
pin# delivery system. Certified business
review valuation $313,000. Priced to

sell @ $250,000.
www.PremiumPrepaid.com

www.Minutewww.MinutesExpress.com
Call 415-797-2636 (Cal-SCAN)

Discover waterless cookware
We stopped doing dinner parties! Have
some beautiful new, 17-pcs., surgical
stainless steel sets! Retail $2000, 1st
seven callers price $368! 1-800-434-
4628 (Cal-SCAN)

OPEN
6 DAYS
A WEEK

Truck &
Auto Parts

Domestic & Import

846-1030
(925)

32 California Ave (1 Blk Off Stanley)
PLEASANTON

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 AM-6 PM
SATURDAY 8 AM-5PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

SHOCK ABSORBERS

OFF
LABOR

Harry’s
Muffler
& Brake

183 Wyoming St
Pleasanton CA 94566

Complete Exhaust Systems
Catalytic Converters,
Flowmaster Custom 

Exhaust Systems

$30
with coupon

925-462-3237

For Sale
KNIGHT IN SHINING ARMOR

seeks damsel in distress between
ages 21-45 for

dinners, picnics, boating, horseback
riding, getaways and much more!

Call 925-963-3907

Bulletin
Board

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

PHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique
web site offering FREE
postings from communi-
ties throughout the Bay
Area and an opportunity
for your ad to appear in
the Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to
Fogster.com, day or night,
and get your ad started
immediately (and free of
charge) online. You auto-
matically get a one-line
free print ad in our news-
paper with the option of
photos and additional lines.
So, the next time you
have an item to sell,
barter, give away or buy,
get the perfect combina-
tion: print ads in your
local newspapers, reach-
ing more than 35,000
readers, and unlimited
free Web postings reach-
ing hundreds of thousands
additional people!

INDEX
■ BULLETIN BOARD

100-155
■ FOR SALE

200-270
■ KIDS STUFF

330-355
■ JOBS

510-585
■ BUSINESS

SERVICES
600-690

■ HOME
SERVICES
700-830

■ FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to
errors. Embarcadero Publishing Co.
cannot assume responsibility for the
claims or performance of its advertis-
ers. Embarcadero Publishing Co.
reserves the right to refuse, edit or
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion
without prior notice.

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with

print ads going to over 35,000 readers!
Danville WeeklyDanville Weekly
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Dark, handsome stranger
This handsome dog with warm brown eyes is a 4-year-old,
neutered, male black Labrador named “Chuck.” Chuck is
very social and he enjoys a good energetic game of ball.
He dominates most other dogs, so the SPCA recommends
he be in a one-dog household. Chuck would welcome a
family that could take him on long walks and give him lots
of attention. For more information about Chuck, visit him at
the Tri-Valley SPCA, 4651 Gleason Drive in Dublin, open
Wednesday and Thursday 1 - 8 p.m. and Friday - Sunday
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call 479-9670. Call the SPCA’s
Spay/Neuter Clinic at 479-9674 for information about their
vaccination and microchip clinics on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3 - 5 p.m.

Pet of the Week

To Concord

SIERRA LN.

DUBLIN BLVD.

Dublin Hopyard  Exit
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To San Jose Livermore

6438
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580

The Premier Vehicle Auction
300+ Luxury and Economy Automobiles

Next Event
Saturday, 

Sept. 3rd 9am Sharp!
Preview

Fri. Sept. 2nd – 10am to 4pm

Sat. Sept. 3rd – 7:30am to 9am

• Over 40,000 Cars Sold!
• Rain or Shine, Free Admission
• Name Your Price
• Finance* and Warranties

www.acauction.com 6438 Sierra Court, Dublin 925 829-5999

Dealer # 20667
10% Buyer Fee
*On approval of
credit. Call early.
925 829-2421

THIS PRODUCT OR SERVICE HAS NOT BEEN APPROVED OR ENDORSED BY ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY
AND THIS OFFER IS NOT BEING MADE BY AN AGENCY OF THE GOVERNMENT
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GOLF CART 925- 837- 4723
2001 Club Car Golf Cart w/charger.

Good cond. $1000

GOLF CLUBS & DRESS FORM
Ladies Cobra Golf Clubs -
Graphite 3 to 9 & 5W $50

Easy Fit dress form w/hem marker -
size Med. $50

Call 925-820-3166

Metal Roofing.
Best pricing & nationwide jobsite deliv-
ery. All styles & colors. Instant online esti-
mating at www.MetalRoofingSource.com
or call 1-877-833-3237. Absolute Steel.
(Cal-SCAN)

Paying too much for
California Workers Comp. Insurance?
You could be owed $1000s! Secrets to
premium refunds revealed. Results
Guaranteed or money back.
www.GetMyPremiumBack.com (Cal-
SCAN)

picture: screaming - $10

Steel Building Factory
Deals. Save $$$. 40x60’ to 100x200’.
Example: 50x100x12’= $3.60/sq ft. 1-
800-658-2885 www.RigidBuilding.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Stressed out?
Buy and Read Dianetics: The Modern
Science of Mental Health. Order Today!
Only $8.67. Call 1-800-801-3944
www.dianetics.org (Cal-SCAN)

250 Musical
Instruments

Accord Trumpet - $75

Accord Trumpet - $100

Piano Upright - $695

260 Sports &
Exercise Equipment
GOLFSMITH CLUBS - $50

Health Walker (925) 846-4299

270 Tickets
Lesher Speaker Series
6 tickets for 2, great seats. 944-5670
$550

330 Child Care
Offered
after school care offered

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM

Childcare & Babysitting Services

OPEN HOUSE 8/20 SAT

Tanis Daycare 426-5025

340 Child Care
Wanted
Child Care Wanted

DRIVER NEEDED
Looking for a reliable driver with clean

DMV record to pick up kids from
Vintage Hill and Pleasanton Middle

School. Call Jennifer 925-426-8866
or 510-579-0865 (c)

Driver/Tutor
Driver/Tutor in Danville, M-F 3:00-5:00,
$15 hour. (925)736-9454.
Looking for a Nanny
Mother’s Helper Wanted
After school(3pm) pickup 10 & 8 yr old
from Dolon school to home. 925-963-
5999.
Part-time nanny needed MWF

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
Art Lessons
Danville 925-997-2957
BABY SIGN LANGUAGE
Piano teacher needed 426-5025

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Free WCOGA.com Gymnastics Class!
KinderPrep Classes
OPEN HOUSE-new Afterschool Prog. -
$395/month

355 Items for Sale
2 bouncers shown as pictures - $5/each
Baby and Toddler items
Bunk Bed/Futon Couch Combo -
$150.00
Bunk Bed/Futon Couch Combo -
$150.00
Casio PCR 260 B Cash Register - $30
Casio PCR 260 B Cash Register - $35
foldable stroller is only - $5
Little Tikes Activity Garden - $23
Nice stroller - $10

500 Help Wanted
$3000 Sign-On Bonus.
New pay program! Benefits plan
w/401K. Vans - 11 Western. Reefers -
48 States. 800-547-9169 x3016.
Owner Operators Welcome! Apply online
www.MayTrucking.com (Cal-SCAN)
$5,500 weekly
Goal Potential! If someone did it, so can
you! 2-3 confirmed appointments daily!
Benefits Available. Call Catherine
McFarland 1-888-543-1788. (Cal-SCAN)

BUILDING ATTENDANT CITY OF
SAN RAMON

Part Time - $8.16-$10.39 per hour.
Provide excellent service to customers
by assisting in setup, implementation

and use of the San Ramon Community
Center, Senior Center and Dougherty

Station. This position is available 7 days
a week. Primary tasks include setup for
events, assisting with staff needs, moni-
toring events and securing the facilities. 

Moderate physical labor 
is required. 

Must be at least 18 years 
of age. 

Please call 925.973.3218 
if interested.

BUYER
ICS Electronics in Pleasanton needs
buyer with 3 years experience buying
components, PCBs and sheet metal.
Other duties include material planning
and supervising two employees. Good
benefits plus 401K plan.
Email hr@icselect.com or fax resume to
(925) 416 0105.

California Army National Guard
JOBS JOBS JOBS! No Experience. Will
pay to train; High School Jr/Sr &
Grads/GED. May Qualify for $10,000
BONUS. Call Today 1-800-GO-GUARD
(Cal-SCAN)

DO SOMETHING IMPORTANT!
Progressive, non-profit supported living
agency seeks reliable, positive, open-

minded responsible individual to provide
in-home & community support to per-
sons with disabilities living in their own
homes in the Pleasanton/Dublin area.
Many shifts available: Mon - Fri, some

day time, early afternoon and evenings.
PT/FT available starting at $11-

$11.55/hr. All training paid, health ben-
efits for PT and full benefits for FT. 

Please send cover letter & resume
to eastbayinnovationsjobs@

yahoo.com or fax to Lindsay @
(510) 618-1570.

DRIVERS: CDL-A
See It...Make It...Bank It!!!

$1,000 Sign-on!
Regional Runs! 
No Hazmat req.

Great Miles / Hometime / Benefits
Call Now! 800-762-3776

Earn supplemental income
by becoming a representative for a high
school exchange student, or volunteer
as a host family. Promote world peace!
1-866-GO-AFICE or www.afice.org (Cal-
SCAN)

Executive Assistant
Admin/Executive Assistant Small compa-
ny in Pleasanton is looking for a FT exec-
utive assistant for the President.
Applicants should possess administra-
tive experience and be proficient in MS
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. The ideal
candidate would be focused; detail ori-
ented with strong communication skills.
Fax your resume to 925-931-1964.

F/T LEASING CONSULTANT
We offer a competitive hourly wage,
bonuses & exc benefit pkg. Leasing
experience a plus. Fax resume to

925-931-9316

Firefighter & EMT.
Paid OJTraining. Physically fit and under
age 34. H.S. Grads min. Relocate.
Benefits. Call 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-
SCAN)

FLORAL DELIVERY DRIVER
Mon-Fri ~ Pleasanton area

DMV print-out required
Call 925-484-1149

FT/PT FLORAL DESIGNER
In-shop Experience Required

Call 925-484-1149

FT/PT MANICURE/PEDICURE
License required, willing to train.

Excellent Career Opportunity
The Pleasanton Spa

Contact Karen 
(925) 463-1572

Fax resume (925) 463-1867

HAIRSTYLISTS RENTAL STATIONS
in spacious down-town

Pleasanton salon w/parking,
sensible rents, f/p time

20% sales & more.
$360 starting bonus

925.580.9849

High School exchange
Students in need of Host Families. Has
own insurance and spending money.
Promotes World Peace! American
Intercultural Student Exchange. 1-800-
SIBLING www.aise.com (Cal-SCAN)

MAINTENANCE
Leading residential property mgt. co.

has opening for Maint. Tech. at our 171
unit complex. Candidates must have
prior maint. experience. We offer a
competitive hrly wage, bonuses and

benefits incl 401K w/company match. 
Apps accptd 9am-6pm 

@ 3955 Vineyard Ave, Pleasanton. 
Call 925-931-9310 or 

fax resume to 931-9316

PT TEMPORARY PRESCHOOL
INSTRUCTORS

San Ramon Parks & Community
Services has openings for 2 Part-time 

Temporary Preschool Instructors 
starting in the Fall. A combination of
one year of volunteer or work related

experience with children in a preschool
program is required. 

Hours are M-F 8:30am to 12:30pm. For
further information contact:

Louise Weber 
925- 973-3219

RECRUITER
Top retail recruiting firm in Danville

seeks high energy & self-motivated indi-
viduals. Good communication skills &

like to talk on the phone. 
No recruiting experience necessary, will

train.
Excellent commission

structure & working environment.
Call Sue (925) 736-5367

550 Business
Opportunities
A cash cow!!
90 Vending Machine units/30 locations.
Entire Business - $10,670. Hurry! 1-800-
836-3464. (Cal-SCAN)

A#1 Absolutely all cash!
Hershey, Frito Lay & M&M Vending
routes with locations. Huge $$. Invest
$9,945. 1-800-528-7748. (Cal-SCAN)

All cash candy route.
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own
local candy route. Includes 30 machines
and candy. All for $9,995. MultiVend,
LLC 880 Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY
11729. 1-800-814-6047. (Cal-SCAN)

Are you making
$1,710 per week? All cash vending
routes with prime locations available
now! Under $9,000 investment required.
Call Toll Free (24-7) 888-333-2254. (Cal-
SCAN)

Distributors sought for
Official Olympic Nutritional Supplement.
Performance Guaranteed! Anti-Aging,
Weight loss, Anti-Oxidants. World-Wide
Opportunity. Create the Future You
Deserve! www.Biostructural.org 1-800-
PHARM-95 (Cal-SCAN)

Easy Sales; Work for Self
Sell legal plans. 32 year old national
company; free training; residual income.
925-325-0664.

560 Employment
Information
A cool travel job.
Now hiring (18-24 positions) to work and
travel entire USA. Paid training, trans-
portation, lodging furnished. Call today,
Start today. 1-877-646-5050. (Cal-
SCAN)

Act now drivers-
Flatbed, Bulk Tank and Refrigerated
Divisions. Performance based pay.
Experienced Operators. Independent
Contractors or Company Drivers. CDL
Instruction Program available. 800-771-
6318. www.PrimeInc.com (Cal-SCAN)

Act now for a new career!!
Receive career training in Medical,
Business, Pharmacy Technician or
Computers at UEI with 6 convenient
locations. Call today 1-877-354-2031.
(Cal-SCAN)

Attention Class A
Truck Drivers - Get a Real Paycheck &
Get Home more often! Dedicated Lanes:
AZ-CA-NV. Call McKelvey Trucking 1-800-
410-6255. (Cal-SCAN)
Driver- Covenant
transport. Excellent Pay & Benefits for
Experienced Drivers, O/O, Solos, Teams
& Graduate Students. Bonuses
Available. Refrigerated Now Available. 1-
888-MORE PAY (1-888-667-3729) (Cal-
SCAN)
Driver: Tuition Paid
training! CDL-A in 2 1/2 weeks! Tuition
reimbursement for recent graduates!
Miles, Money, Home Time! Must be 21.
Drive CRST Van Expedited. 800-781-
2778. (Cal-SCAN)
Drivers FedEx
GROUND Seasonal Teams Needed.
$1.34* mile; Singles $1.14* mile
(*Includes “Onsite Discount Fuel” &
Extras). CDL-A + 1 Yr. TT Experience
Required. 1-866-832-6339. (Cal-SCAN)
Drivers largest pay
Increase in History; OTR; Regional &
Dedicated. Great Hometime. No
Experience? Company-paid CDL Training.
Swift Transportation. EOE
www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com Contact
Robby: 800-432-4442. (Cal-SCAN)
Drivers- Dozens of job
offers with one application. Recruiters
compete, you win.
www.NewDrivingJobs.com (Cal-SCAN)
Zero Down Lease
Purchase - $1 Buyout - John Christner
Trucking is hiring for lease purchase.
Your Experience is your Down
Payment!...We offer great pay, bonuses
and high miles. We pay for base-plates,
permits, Federal Highway use tax, road
and fuel taxes, as well as all tolls and
lumpers. Call today 800-528-3675. (Cal-
SCAN)

License Opportunity

BEYOND JUICE CAFE
6 Figure Income

Training
Min. Capital Requirement

$40,000
No Competition

Financing Available

Call 1-877-584-2373 #821

HOUSECLEANERS NEEDED
Good Wages ~ Weekly Pay
Ideal Hours ~ Paid Mileage

Car, CDL & insurance are necessary.
Call Merry Maids / Pleasanton 

(925) 462-0991

Jobs

NANNIES NEEDED!!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!

$11-16/hr
A Nanny Connection

925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

KIDTOPIA HOME DAYCARE
Ages 4 thru 12 ~ Full & Part Time 

Meals & snacks included. 
Homework assistance and trans-

portation to extracurricular activities. 
5am to 6pm / Extended hours 

available
8 yrs exp ~ References avail 

~ Licensed ~
Call Jennifer, 699-3605

Kid’s
Stuff

1871 STEINWAY SQUARE GRAND
PIANO

Need to unload this fair conditioned
antique piano. Needs a bit of work,

but will be worth it. Best (or quickest)
offer will be accepted.
Call 415-457-3804

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

4259 First St., Pleasanton

Gift Certificates Available

9 2 5 - 8 4 6 - 3 7 6 6
Licensed Esthetician & Cosmetologist

Jenny’s Skincare

15% off
Sothys
Skincare
products

• European Skincare
• Micro-Dermabrasion
• Full Waxing
• Brow/Lash Tinting 

• Herbal Body Wrap
• Natural Permanent

Make-Up
• Makeovers

488 Spas
RADIANCE DAY SPA

Medical skin care in a spa setting.
152 South K Street,  Livermore

925-294-5600
www.radiancedayspa.com

Mind
& Body

You Can Find It Here!

fogster.com
602 Accounting/
Bookeeping

Business
Services

Tax help is needed all year around,
not just on April 15!

Advertise your tax help services in the
Pleasanton Weekly’s Marketplace.

925-600-0840
ads@PleasantonWeekly.com

604 Adult Care Offered

Sylvie (RN) and Rebecca
will find the professional caregiver 

who matches your needs.
We will help YOU stay in YOUR

home with maximum 
independence.

❖❖     R-S PROCARE     ❖❖
HOME HEALTH SERVICES

Rebecca (925) 788-2503
Sylvie (925) 890-7424

606 Antiques & Art
Restoration

“ A Labor of Love ”
Antique Furniture
Restoration &

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

618 Computers
Apple - Mac Specialist
Repair ● Upgrade ● Network
Cable/DSL Internet Setup 

Digital Audio/Video/Photography 
Call Justin (925) 487-8933

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

Ken Cook
“I Make House Calls!”
M-F 8am-8pm / Wknds & Hols 9am-

6pm
Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: http://come.to/pc-medic

Lic #011068
Member: PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
We do it all!      Call 24 hrs!

www.WebDispatch.com
925-855-9600

COMPUTER SERVICE
& REPAIR

Chris Hopper Computers
Small Business and Home Users

Day, Evening, &
Weekend Appointments
(925) 846-7845

ChrisHopperComputers.com
Lic# 050693

659 Sewing/Tailoring
Custom Designed Sewing Work
Alterations, Draperies, Bedding,
Pillows, Cushions, Embroidery 

and More!   References available.
Contact Lina,  925-249-1298

Home
Services

703 Architecture/
Design

REDESIGN YOUR HOME IN A DAY!
In just one day redesign your home w/ 

the expert advice from a pro.
From new paint to new kitchen

designs.
Trusted, talented contractor on staff.
Experienced, local Interior Designer
Barbara McKay  415-595-9122 (c)

715 Cleaning Services

Absolutely the Best in 
Housecleaning

“We tailor our service to your
needs“

Weekly * Biweekly * Monthly
Move Ins/Outs / One Time Cleanings

& Mother-In-Law Emergency!!
www.impeccableinteriors.com

925-736-9600

Andrea’s Cleaning Service
Personalized Cleaning Home & Office

Quality work, dependable and affordable.
Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly ~ as you need!
References Available / Free Estimates

Call 925-339-2461

E.C. Cleaning Service
Just in time for a spring cleaning!
Move In/Out, Weekly/Bi-Weekly

Excellent References. 925-640-3845

Merry Maids
“One Less Thing To Worry About”

We are insured, bonded &
tailored to meet your needs

925-462-0991
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PRIVATE MONEY
(Since 1961)

Quick Close, Low Doc, Poor Credit, 
Foreclosures, Commercial/Residential, 

Condo Conversion

Edwin (415) 310-7499 
Steven (650) 867-7307

Coast Capital Mortgage CA DRE #0293501

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

Insured/ref. upon request.

licensed • bonded

your kitty’s well being
is precious to me...

Caring for your kitties
in your home

Daily Visits • 925.846.4956

715 Cleaning Services

HOUSECLEANING
Local housecleaner looking

for a few new commercial and
residential clients in the area.
* Save $25 on 1st, 3rd & 

5th cleaning *
Experienced / Excellent References
For free estimate call Martha @
(925)339-0511 or 426-8261

Isabel’s Housecleaning
Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603

RESIDENTIAL or COMMERCIAL
Condos - Houses - Apts - Offices

Daily, Weekly, Biweekly,Monthly, 1 Time
Experienced & Reliable

Cleaning since 1985  ~  Free Estimates
(925) 462-9466

Sara’s Housecleaning
Residential and Commercial

-  Complete Service  -
You Won’t Be Disappointed!

Weekly ~ Biweekly ~ Monthly ~ Holidays
References Available / Free Estimates
*  50% OFF FIRST CLEANING  *

Call 925-339-2193

719 Remodeling/
Additions

Remodeling Contractor
Additions, bathrooms, windows, 
doors, interior trim, whole house.

A+ References ~ Insured ~ Lic# 503716
Dan  (925) 575-1892

726 Decor/Drapes

Changing Spaces by Jill Denton
Decorating, One-Day Interior Redesign,

Home Staging, Furniture Rearrangement,
Design & Color Consultations

www.jilldenton.com   (925)998-7747

737 Fences & Gates

Borg
Redwood
Fences

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully insured P.L. & P.D. • State Lic. #771763

FREE
Estimates

Insurance Work
“Unsurpassed Quality at Reasonable Prices”

426-9620
www.borgfence.com

Fences • Decks • Retaining Walls
Arbors • Heritage Vinyl Fencing

740 Flooring/
Carpeting/Tiling

TILE
Expert Installation

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Floors, Countertops, 
Showers & Patios

JP Construction

925-456-5751
Lic. B775495

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

A-1 LANDSCAPING
All yard work, new lawn, seed/sod,

sprinkler repair, rototilling, tree trim, 
pruning, weeding, plumbing, home 

repair, painting, hauling, 
cleanup, fences, concrete work, 

monthly maintenance.
Free Estimates ~ Senior Discount 

(925) 249-1241

DIRT CHEAP!
Reaching 71,000 potential customers 
costs as little as $7.25 per week. To  
advertise call 925-600-0840 today!

MARTIN’S
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Yard Clean-Up & Maintenance

Good References Avail ~ 10 yrs Exp
*Reasonable rates / Free estimates*

$65 mo-2x mo.           $85 mo-4x mo.
925-768-4528

THOR  LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod & Sprinkler

Installation, Fence & Deck Repair,
Waterfalls and Fountains

Call 510-329-5091
www.thorlandscaping.com

751 General
Contracting
NOTICE TO READERS: California law
requires that contractors taking jobs that total 
$500 or more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License Board. State 
law also requires that contractors include their 
license number on all advertising. You can 
check the status of your licensed contractor at 
wwwcslb.ca.gov or call 800-321-CSLB. 

758 Handyman/Repairs
MR. FIX-IT

No Job Too Small ~ One Call Does It All!
Operators standing by, 
leave name & phone# 

Gabriel  925-963-3907
Excellent References upon request   

~ Danville Resident ~

758 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE
Yard and Garage clean-up / Dump runs

Appliance & Furniture removal
Tree and Shrub trimming & removal
Tree Experts!    Low Rates/Free Estimates

925 899-5655

761 Masonry/Brick

BRICK MASON

Four Generations Handed Down
Brick • Block • Tile
Stone • Concrete

Small job expert Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 456-5751

791 Roofing

Oakridge
Roofing  

Family owned & operated 
with over 30 years of experience

Bus & Fax  
(925) 484-2639

All Roof Types
New Roofs ● Roof Repairs ● Gutters
Emergency Leaks  ( 24 hr availability )

Roof Maintenance Programs 
for Commercial Buildings

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Danville, 3 BR/2.5 BA
1600sf townhouse; freshly painted &
carpeted; Judy Dunn @ (925)426-
9389;$2000/mon

805 Homes for Rent
Danville, 3 BR/2 BA - $2200/mo.
Dublin, 2 BR/2.5 BA
New / Beautiful Dublin Ranch $1795
bradywalsh.com
Livermore, 3 BR/2.5 BA
Quiet and friendly. 3 bed, 2.5 bath,
$2195. (408)821 5787

Livermore, 5+ BR/3 BA
Beautiful Executive Home in the Heart

of the Vineyards! 3800/mo.
5bed/3 bath Gourmet Kitchen, no

expense spared! 
Gorgeous backyard with spa, garden,

outdoor kitchen, and sport court! 
Huge bonus area/loft. Model perfect

conditon!
Great location! Call Gina for more info

925-787-8205. Free pre-recorded infor-
mation at 1-800-892-7890 x 24 

Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA
$2000.mo-no pets/smoker,846-7997
Pleasanton, 5+ BR/3 BA
$3650, 3259sq w/big lot 2794 Calle
Alegre, 925-461-9663

809 Shared
Housing/Rooms
Danville, 1 BR/1 BA
Room/bath for Rent call Becky 925-648-
7308 $775/month

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale
Pleasanton Downtown Area, 3 BR/1.5
BA - $810,000
San Ramon, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $799,000

830 Commercial/
Income Property
DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON

840 Vacation
Rentals/Time Shares
Beautiful Tahoe Retreat - from $195

Timeshare Resales:
THE Cheapest way to buy, sell and rent
Timeshares. No commissions or Broker
fees. Call 1-800-640-6886 or go to
www.BuyATimeshare.com (Cal-SCAN)

843 Hotels/
Lodgings/Inns
Haute Travel

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
160 Acre Hay Ranch
for Sale. Fish Lake Valley, Nevada.
$400,000. Visit at
http://www.BuySmithRanch.com or call
775-848-4193 (Cal-SCAN)
Beautiful Ocean Views
overlooking P.C. Highway on pristine
Sonoma coastline. 1.5+ acres beautiful-
ly landscaped. Two cedar garden sheds,
septic plans, water hookup. $495,000.
(415) 797-2636. (Cal-SCAN
Beautiful Utah! Land sale-
46 Acres - $39,900. Uinta Mountain
area. Outdoor lover’s dream! Dramatic
mountain views, close to conveniences.
Surrounded by wilderness. Nearby lake
and state parks. Excellent financing. Call
UTLR 1-877-350-5263. (Cal-SCAN)
New Mexico-
FIRST Time Offer. Private Ranch 140
Acres - $89,900. Mature tree cover,
excellent horse property all at an amaz-
ing 6,000’ elevation. Incredible views,
power & year round roads. Excellent
financing. Adjacent to historic settlement
of Pintada. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-877-670-
7942. (Cal-SCAN)

RV PARKING
With full hook-ups available at The
Alameda County Fairgrounds 
Call 925-426-7600
So. Colorado Ranches,
5 to 300 acres starting at $39,900.
Financing available. Call toll- free today
1-866-696-5263 (Cal-SCAN)
STORAGE SPACE
for RV’s, boats & cars available at The
Alameda County Fairgrounds
Call 925-426-7600

855 Real Estate
Services

FREE Home Valuation
FREE list of available homes
Hundreds of Lots
in Florida & Tennessee areas. Check
prices, sizes, locations and maps on our
website. www.PrimaProperties.com
Prima Properties (561)575-1440. (Cal-
SCAN)
www.eastbayfreehomevalues.com

890 Real Estate
Wanted
www.freehomefinders.net

For every transaction 
I am involved with, I will
donate a portion of my 

commission to a school 
or charity of your choice

HELPING LOCAL 
SCHOOLS & CHARITIES 

ONE PROPERTY AT A TIME

Please call for your FREE
comprehensive guide to 

buying & selling Real Estate
1-800-NEW-HOME (639-4663)

UCB
Real Estate
Real Estate Advisor
for over 20 years

925-351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Ed Antenucci
Owner/Broker

Cozy Cabin on the Yuba River
1930’s Cabin. Near Truckee/Reno
Visit Website VRBO.com/63412

Real
Estate

You Can Find It Here!

fogster.com

fogster.com
A bold new approach to classifieds

for the Tri-Valley

Buy or sell

free* DEADLINE *
The Pleasanton/Danville

Weekly Classified
Advertising deadline is:

Tuesday 12 noon
through the Business Office

925-600-0840

Tuesday 11:59 PM
through Fogster.com

Avoid the 
last-minute rush

Place your
ad early!

You Can Find It Here!

fogster.com
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Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E

Danville
Total sales reported: 29
Lowest sale reported:
$530,000
Highest sale reported:
$3,075,000
Average sales reported:
$1,064,948

Alamo
Total sales reported: 11
Lowest sale reported:
$735,000
Highest sale reported:
$1,740,000
Average sales reported:
$1,255,409

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 34
Lowest sale reported:
$255,000
Highest sale reported:
$2,065,000
Average sales reported:
$856,425

H O M E  S A L E S
Danville

200 Abigail Circle A. & A.
Ezrilov to R. Nocerini for
$929,000
153 Alta Vista Way D. & K.
Smith to R. & C. Johnson for
$1,415,000
3341 Blackhawk Meadow
Drive Guyon Trust to D. Rose
for $1,810,000
159 Blackstone Drive D. & P.
Krause to I. & E. Marks for
$989,000
260 Clydesdale Drive S.
Dunster to T. & C. Gleeson for
$805,000
4350 Conejo Drive C. Hall to
V. Gaddam for $655,000

307 Conway Drive H.
Dominguez to H. & H. Dorris
for $1,010,000
47 Danville Oak Place V. Coll
to B. Stewart for $605,000
763 El Pintado Road Beedle
Trust to K. & D. Kantor for
$3,075,000
2010 Fostoria Circle C.
Liebelt to M. Espinoza for
$530,000
202 Glen Meadow Court
Landamerica Trust to N.
Wallace for $985,000
122 Heritage Park Drive K.
Pelton to J. & J. Medina for
$705,000
10 Hidden Oak Court J. & K.
Silva to M. Deffina for
$1,660,000

343 Jacaranda Drive M. & D.
Henn to D. & J. Nanneman for
$1,000,000
671 Logan Lane Moody Trust
to F. Fereydouni for $1,530,000
69 Marques Court Stefani
Trust to J. & D. Zaitz for
$653,000
20 Mauri Court K. & S. Miller
to M. & P. Lytle for $1,520,000
202 Monte Carlo Way D.
Bucchianeri to A. Yannuzzi for
$870,000
1609 North Clear Creek
Place G. Walls to R. Campo
for $625,000
2192 Oneida Circle P.
Maguire to N. Taovil for
$702,500

This week’s data represents homes sold during July 2005

Source: California REsource

www.helpuselldanville.com

Immaculate 4BR, 2.5 BA home in Dublin Greens. 2,760 sq. ft.  
Custom features include hardwood floors and surround sound.  
Large kitchen has granite counters, gas range and tile floors.  

Offered at $849,900
For showing information, contact Mike Muccio, 925-548-2919.

D U B L I N
4242 Talle Way

Help-U-Sell
Absolute Advantage

MLS Susan Russo

383 Diablo Road, Suite 100, Danville

(925) 519-2420
Call Today!

F E A T U R E D  P R O P E R T Y

Sell your home 
for as low as $5,950

Danville
3 Bedrooms

119 Rubicon Cir. $560,000
Sun 12:30-3:30 p.m.Keller Williams 577-8692
7109 Pelican St. $599,990
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Re/Max Accord 788-5685
315 Fontaine Dr. $849,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Pacific Union 314-4814

4 Bedrooms
4170 Rockcreek Dr. $1,049,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Re/Max Accord 895-2804
37 Lily Ct. $1,099,999
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire Realty 918-0417
90 Princeton Ct. $939,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4141

Blackhawk
4 Bedrooms

3819 Cottonwood Dr. $1,439,000
Sun 1-4 p.m.Pat Herrera & Diane Gilfether,
Blackhawk Real Estate 736-6000
102 Silver Pine Lane $1,839,000
Sun 1:30-4 pmThe Blackhawk Real Estate Co.

683-6058
5275 Blackhawk Dr. $2,499,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 648-5359

5 Bedrooms
3170 Blackhawk  Meadow Dr. $2,950,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m.Blackhawk Real Estate

389-0425

Diablo
6 Bedrooms

2315 Caballo Ranchero $2,395,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire Realty 217-5048

San Ramon
2 Bedrooms

3783 Crow Canyon Rd. $499,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Pacific Union 487-1194

3 Bedrooms
5 Lupine Ln. $799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Remax Accord 699-9099

300 Blakesley Ct. $879,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Pat Huffman 698-4422

2246 Dewberry Dr. $974,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire Realty 355-1187

4 Bedrooms
1468 Allanmere Dr. $1,029,500
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 899-8651

2870 Ascot Dr. $1,085,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 p.m.Blackhawk RE 786-0600

9994 Torreon Ave. $799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 899-8651

3242 Munras Pl. $835,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential 734-5045

500 Bagado Ct. $899,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 648-5354

246 Westvale Ct. $905,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Ohlmeyer Team 831-3390

Walnut Creek
3 Bedrooms

1859 Late Horizon Ct. $990,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Empire Real Estate 271-3113

4 Bedrooms
2331 Trotter Way $949,900
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Empire Realty 217-5050

To list your home in the Danville Weekly Open Home Guide, 
please email: OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com

O P E N H O M E S T H I S  W E E K E N D

apr.com  |  DANVILLE 588 San Ramon Valley Blvd

Ryan Meineke
Downtown Danville resident, 
10 year firefighter/paramedic veteran
Cell (925) 963-9929
Direct (925) 791-2638
ryan@apr.com

12208 Toluca Drive • San Ramon

Saturday August 27 & Sunday August 28
12-4pm

Open House Open House 




