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SALE! CARPET UP TO 20% OFF • HARDWOOD UP TO 20% OFF • LAMINATE UP TO 30% OFF

AREA RUGS UP TO 50% OFF • CERAMIC FLOOR TILE UP TO 10% OFF • VINYL FLOORING UP TO 30% OFF

CALL  1 -TON-OF -CARPET  •  1- 866-632-2773

—SACRAMENTO—
• RANCHO CORDOVA

• ROCKLIN
• ELK GROVE

OPEN • M-W-F 8-6 
• T-TH 8-8 • SAT 9-5 • 
IN PLEASANTON ONLY
OPEN SUNDAY 12-5

SavingsSavings

— BAY AREA— 
• SAN JOSE

• CUPERTINO
• SANTA CLARA
• PLEASANTON

• ALMADEN

Hurry in today. This sale absolutely ends September 30, 2005. 

• CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE• AREA RUGS • VINYL • FLOOR TILE •

Because you asked…
Gardenseed is having a change of season

Flea Market Sale
50%-70% OFF 

selected merchandise: Antiques and new, seasonal
items, furniture, fabrics, jewelry and more!

Sale ends Wednesday, September 28

352 Hartz Avenue • In Downtown Danville
925.838.6481

Store hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30, Sunday 10-4
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Kevin Comerford

Local Business Owner

If your air conditioner and furnace are
over 10 years old you can save big

now! How Big? 

CL#817040

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★   ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★   ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★

(925) 444-4444
www.servicechampions.net

Summer is upon us and due to extreme heat, air

conditioning is on the top of everyone's mind. Air

conditioning usage is up all across the East Bay and

that means high utility bills for homeowners.

Because of this it makes sense for homeowners to

consider buying more energy efficient air condition-

ing systems, ones that save you more money on

your utilities when they are operating.

That is why I decided to create a special, a $1000

Cash Back offer on our Super High efficient system.

This is an air conditioning and furnace package and

it comes with 6 months free financing. Call today

and have one of our comfort advisors out to your

home and see what makes sense.

"I am a retired contractor
and I can sense the loyalty
and commitment to the 
customer as well as to the
team. It was a pleasure to do
business with your people
and your company."

Kevin and Nancy R
of Danville

TESTIMONIAL
Let Me Explain

How about
$1000 Cash Back

?
(925) 218-1937

Senior Loan Consultant

Senior Vice President, NorthPoint Financial

Does Your Current Mortgage Loan 

Offer You ...

peace of mind with a long-term interest rate?

flexibility with your payments?

A monthly payment that is competitively low?

6200 Stoneridge Mall Rd., Suite 210, Pleasanton, CA 94588
lsmith@northpointgroup.com      www.northpointgroup.com

Lori Smith with NorthPoint Financial is currently offering qualified 

customers a 10-year, interest-only payment at a low rate!

If  you’re looking to lower your payments, 

call Lori today to find out more!

With 15 years experience as a mortgage broker, lender, and investor,

I can educate you on your home financing options.

Streetwise
A S K E D  I N  H I D D E N  VA L L E Y  I N  D A N V I L L E

Autumn is here. 
What is your favorite
season and why?

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Eugene O’Neill immersed himself in his playwriting in his Tao House study, shielded
by thick walls and three doors leading to the room, with his wife, Carlotta Monterey
making sure he was undisturbed. The five-day 2005 Eugene O’Neill Festival begins
Wednesday, with many of the activities taking place at Tao House. 
Photo courtesy Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site.

Vol. I, Number 21

My favorite time of year is fall because that’s
when football season starts. Also, I like the
shorter days and the chill in the morning air.
With the sun lower in the sky, the shadows
are longer. It’s a nice change. Plus it’s time for
Halloween, which is my favorite holiday; it’s a
purely kid thing.

Martin Capron
financial advisor

I love spring! The days begin to get longer and
the brilliant yellow daffodils come up to
announce that spring has sprung. All the flow-
ers in spring are beautiful from the wild purple
lupine that covers the hillsides to the crocus
and tulips and iris that grow in every garden. I
also love to see all the new little fuzzy baby
ducklings that arrive on the lake. It’s a wonder-
ful season for new growth and new beginnings.

Janet Fox
trainer

I love fall because I get to make my favorite
chili recipe.

Larry Kavanagh
sales

I like summer the best because I love to be
outdoors bicycling, jogging and playing 
soccer with my kids.

Fernando Ramis
business owner

My favorite season is summer because the
days are longer. I love the warmth of the sun
and it’s time for water skiing at Lake
Berryessa and Lake Orville. Also, I love to
barbecue.

Toni Eustes
medical assistant

Q:

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100,
Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Mailed at Standard Postage Rate. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to
homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions at $25 per year ($40
for two years) are welcome from local residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other
communities is $40 per year. © 2005 by Embarcadero Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.

COMPILED BY JUDY STEINER
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Thursday night is the last evening
farmers market—for now

Thursday is the last chance to buy directly from the
farmer on a Thursday evening in Danville. The evening
farmers markets are being held during the month of
September on a trial basis. They are running all five
Thursdays this month on Hartz Avenue between
Prospect Avenue and Church Street, from 4-8 p.m.
During the market, traffic is diverted to Railroad Avenue,
and there is no parking allowed on that section of Hartz
from 2-9 p.m.

In addition to fresh fruits and vegetables, the market
offers fresh cut flowers, bedding plants, fresh bread and
specialty food items. The Pacific Coast Farmers Market,
which runs the Danville Farmers Market, will conduct a
survey to determine how successful the evening events
were and whether they should be continued.

The Saturday Farmers Market will continue to operate
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in the parking lot by the Museum of the
San Ramon Valley.

Two new businesses open 
on East Prospect Avenue

A meal preparation business and a maternity store are
the newest additions to East Prospect Avenue, which is
fast becoming the “mommy lane” of downtown Danville.

Now We’re Cooking opened officially on Sept. 15 and
will have its Danville Area Chamber of Commerce Ribbon
Cutting on Oct. 6. Now We’re Cooking, which is run by Lisa
Bretschneider, her mother Betty McCabe and her stepfa-
ther Gary Smith, does all the prep work for gourmet home-
cooked meals such as Hawaiian Chicken, Spinach
Manicotti, and Coconut Shrimp. For $170, customers
assemble eight meals that will serve four to six people.
They can customize meals as they put them together at
Now We’re Cooking’s location on 148 E. Prospect, adding
more of one ingredient and less of another.

Babies and Bellies, a maternity and children’s clothing
store, opened Sept. 16. The store is owned and operated
by four local women, Nicole Hawkins, Michelle Murphy,
Dana Schramm and Nicole Herrero.

St. Isidore’s still collecting for victims
St. Isidore Church and St. Vincent de Paul of Alameda

are accepting donations for the Hurricane Katrina relief
effort. Drop-off hours are 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays and 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sundays through September at St. Isidore,
440 La Gonda Way. Organizers are asking for canned
food items, including tuna, chicken, stews and pasta as
well as toothpaste, dental floss, phone cards, soap and
batteries. Monetary donations to cover the cost of trans-
portation and shipping will also be accepted. Help is also
greatly needed to sort contributions. For more informa-
tion, call 324-0729.

Those who wish to donate to the Red Cross disaster
relief fund can send a contribution to the Bay Area Red
Cross chapter office, 85 Second St., Eighth floor, San
Francisco, CA 94105, Attn: Hurricane Katrina Relief.
Checks should be made payable to American Red Cross
Bay Area with the memo line indicating hurricane relief.
Visit its Web site at www.bayarea-redcross.org or contact
1-800-HELPNOW (435-7669).

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ They go home feeling that
they, too, may be able to

create something wonderful
from the ‘less than happy’
events of their own lives. ”—Ranger Wendy Cooper on students she leads on tours
of the Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site

VIET M. DO, D.O.

1844 San Miguel Drive, Suite 310

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

(925) 944-9393

www.AskDrDo.com

Medical Acupuncture By a Physician

Osteopathic Manipulation 

Cranial Osteopathy 

Japanese Scalp Acupuncture (YNSA)

A New Approach to Optimum Health

Walnut Creek Interactive Medicine, Inc.

5800 Stoneridge Mall Road • Pleasanton, CA 94588

Lower Your House Payment

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644
laura.ryan@wamu.net

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647

harry.osmus@wamu.net

• Minimum Payments at 1.25% (APR 4.958%)
• Vacation Homes at 1.25% 
• 40 Year Term Availiable for Really Low Payment
• “Lowest Margins”
• “Stated Income” at No Extra Cost
• Loan Amounts up to 2.5 Million
•Life Cap of 9.95%

Offer applies only to the One Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment
amount. The minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amorlzation. All payment
options are not available every month. In addition, on 15 year loans, only up to three payment based on the higher of the start rate or the fully indexed rate. APR is offective as of
6/03/05. The APR and 1.25% start rate are available only to borrowers meeting certain qualifications and only on purchase money and non-cash refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit
owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, loan to value ratios of up to 80% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan amounts of up to $1.5 million.
Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher ratios may apply to One Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice.
Alternative pricing options may be availiable. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV or 80%
and prepaid finance charges of $3,498.36, a starting interest rate of 1.25%, Index of 2.633%, a Margin of 7.80% and a fully Indexed Rate of 4.433%. On a 30 year loan,
the APR would be 4.537% and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $666.50 to $1,089.15. On a 15 year loan, the APR would be 4.621% and the 180
minimum monthly payments would vary from $1,219.11 to $1,600.17 Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts appications and deposits in: Washington Mutual
Bank - many states; Washington Mutual Bank fsb - ID, MT, UT.

with our “One Month ARM” (with Great New Pricing!)

Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, cash-out 
to pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.

Example 30 year       40 years   
Loan Amount $500,000
1st Year Max Monthly Payment     $1,666        $1,449
2nd Year Max Monthly Payment    $1,791        $1,557
3rd Year Max Monthly Payment     $1,925        $1,674
4th Year Max Monthly Payment     $2,069        $1,800
5th Year Max Monthly Payment     $2,225        $1,935

your hometown 
newspaper away 

from home
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Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E  • B L A C K H A W K  • D I A B L O • A L A M O

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

T he latest jewel is being offi-
cially added to the crown
of the East Bay Regional

Park District on Sunday.
Sycamore Valley Open Space

Regional Preserve will be dedi-
cated and have an ice cream
social for the whole family from
1-3 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 25. The
event takes place at the park’s
main entrance at Sycamore Valley
Park on Holbrook Drive, and the
public is invited to celebrate this
opening, which has been 20 years
in reaching fruition.

“It’s an open space area for
enjoying nature and getting away
from the hustle and bustle of the
city,” said Jim Wolf, park supervi-
sor. “We’ve just finished building
three trails and are hoping to build
another additional trail.”

The 700-acre park is divided
into two segments, split by

Camino Tassajara: Sherburne
Hills to the south with 328 acres
and Short Ridge to the north with
368 acres both have undulating
hills with views west across the
San Ramon Valley to Las
Trampas Regional Wilderness.
The elevation is 1,000 feet at
some points.

“It’s an area that has farming
and ranching history,” said Wolf.
“We are preserving the ranching
heritage of the area.”

The open space is planned for
hiking, bicycling, horseback rid-
ing and nature study. Horses are
allowed but there is no equestrian
staging area as of yet. Dogs are
allowed off-leash once they pass
the entrance.

The land is labeled an open
space preserve because it will
have trail access but no developed
recreational facilities. Restrooms,

Sycamore Valley preserve opening Sunday

Town will also offer facilities
free for fundraisers

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

T he Danville Town Council
voted unanimously Tuesday
night to spend $10,000 on

relief for the victims of Hurricane
Katrina. The funds will be raised
by pledging the town portion of
proceeds from the Role Players
Ensemble’s production of “Red
Hot and Cole,” a total of 14 shows
that will run Oct. 14-Nov. 5, and by
reducing some budgeted town
expenditures.

“Also I’d like to see something
visible at the Role Players,” said
Vice Mayor Karen Stepper, such as
a can to collect more donations

from theatergoers.
The council also agreed the town

should urge residents and business-
es to support disaster relief funds,
and to help by making town facili-
ties available at no cost where 100
percent of proceeds raised are com-
mitted to Hurricane Katrina relief.
And Danville will, where possible,
deploy town personnel to assist
agencies within the disaster area.

“I think the concept of providing
facilities is great,” said Councilman
Newell Arnerich. He pointed out
that during the Loma Prieta earth-
quake other communities gave help
to the Bay Area and said he would
like to do the same for others.

Councilwoman Candace
Andersen suggested that part of the
$10,000 go toward Habitat for

Humanity, which will be working
long-term to provide homes for the
stricken families.

Council members OK’d dividing
the $10,000 contribution to go 25
percent to Habitat for Humanity,
and 37.5 percent each to the Red
Cross and the Salvation Army.

Councilman Mike Shimansky
had just returned Monday night
from a week helping out with Red
Cross efforts in Houston. The first
night he worked at the Astrodome
with a huge database to hook up
family members. “They are still
missing 2,000 kids,” he said. “It’s
heartbreaking. I understand some
may be with their families, and I
hope and pray they are.”

Town council gives $10,000 
to hurricane victims

Town works toward 
concentrated shopping 
with a uniform look

by Casey Reivich

D oes downtown Danville
sometimes feel choppy?
There is a shop or restau-

rant here and there, but there are
also offices.

Does the look and character of
Danville change dramatically north
of Linda Mesa? Beyond Pete’s
Brass Rail and Car Wash, the
quaint cottage-like Hartz Avenue
suddenly looks more like a 1950s
strip mall.

The town of Danville and mer-
chant associations Discover
Danville and the Danville Area
Chamber of Commerce are work-

ing to change all of that. They want
to make downtown Danville an
aesthetically pleasing shopping
destination.

“We had to stimulate business,”
said Danville Mayor Mike Doyle.
“It has been a long time since we
visited the issue.” 

It’s been 17 years since the town
has revised its downtown business
district ordinance, and a lot has
changed in that time. Since the last
business district ordinance was
approved, Railroad Avenue, with
its shops, restaurants and
Andronico’s, has become a vital
retail part of downtown. Areas of
Hartz Avenue have also been rede-
veloped and taken on the historic,
attractive look of downtown.

Discover Danville and the

Danville wants more
retail downtown

700 acres for hiking, biking 
and enjoying the views

➤ Continued on page 8

Park ranger Vince Green paints the bolt on the new sign at the entrance to the north part of the Sycamore Valley Open Space
Regional Preserve, which is being dedicated Sunday.

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

➤ Continued on page 10

History of the area
The San Ramon and Sycamore

valleys were populated by a Bay
Miwok-speaking tribe called
Tatcan when the Spanish arrived
in the mid-1700s. Longtime
landowner Don Wood said he
remembered hearing about stone
mortars reportedly found by his
family in the mid-1900s. The
valleys became grazing land for
Mission San Jose, after it was
established in 1797 by the
Spanish Franciscans; when the
Mexican government freed itself
from Spain in 1835, the former

mission lands were divided into
two ranchos, both called Rancho
San Ramon 

The first American settlement in
the vicinity of Sycamore Valley
Open Space is attributed to
Leonard Eddy in 1850. Later the
property was owned by Mr. and
Mrs. Philip Mendenhall, who built
a house in 1853 near Sycamore
Creek, just south of present-day
Camino Tassajara. In 1862,
Charles and Cynthia Wood moved
their family into the house and
started a farm. Over the next cen-
tury and a half, the Wood family
farmed here and came to own most

of what is now the Sycamore
Valley Open Space Regional
Preserve. Its most famous family
member is Charlotte Wood, who
grew up on the farm and taught all
eight grades at Sycamore School
on the Wood property. In 1950, the
new Charlotte Wood Middle
School was named after her.
Neighboring farms were owned by
the Sherburne, Magee and
Farralley families.

The Woods grew wheat, barley,
fruits and grapes, and raised cattle,
sheep, hogs, chickens and horses,
with crops on the ridge tops and
lower slopes. In the 1950s, the

family planted 90 acres of Sunol-
grass on the steeper slopes, which
was recommended by the U.S.
Soil Conservation Service for ero-
sion control. It was later found that
the grass retained water, leading to
the potential to make the soil prone
to landslides.

Most of the Wood family farm-
lands were subdivided in recent
decades, with the hilly regions
kept as open space. The develop-
ers of Meadow Creek and Wood
Ranch (south) dedicated 328 acres
to the East Bay Regional Park
District in 1989, the Sherburne
Hills Unit, and the district contin-

ued grazing to reduce wildfire
danger and to control weeds. For
the last 15 years, the property has
been leased to a rancher who has
grazed a small herd of cattle there.
The town of Danville offered the
Park District another 255 acres
remaining north of Sycamore
Valley Park and School, devel-
oped in the early 1990s. Also in
1998, the developers of Wood
Ranch (north) gave another 106
acres to the district. The Park
District reintroduced cattle graz-
ing to this section, the Short Hills
Unit.

—Sycamore Valley Land Use Plan

➤ Continued on page 11
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The Ultimate Kitchen, Entertainment, Gift & Garden Store

652 Main Street . Downtown Pleasanton . 925 485 3077
HOURS: Mon-Th 10am-7pm  Fri-Sat 10am-9pm & Sundays 10am-6pm

Domus
of

Pleasanton

The World’s Best
Crystal Glass

by Schott Zwiesel

Domus Introduces

• Lead free

• Resilient-break, chip and scratch
resistant

• Brilliant-creates a clarity and 
luster that will remind you of 
a diamond

• Dishwasher safe-will maintain 
its brilliance and look for the life 
of the glass

Fine Tritan Crystal . . . so beautiful you will want to use it every day

per stem
$ 9512

by Julie Nostrand

When posed a challenge, the res-
idents of Danville know how to
deliver and proved it to the
Danville Weekly. In the Sept. 9
cover story on local rancher Hap
Magee, we asked for help in solv-
ing the mystery of his branding
irons. The famous collection of
branding irons had seemingly dis-
appeared after Magee’s death in
1985.

Several readers responded, and
one former neighbor contacted us
to advise that Hap Magee’s wife,
Ruth, and his daughter, Julie,
moved to Nevada not long after the
Danville property was sold.

Late last week, Ruth Magee
answered a call to their Nevada
ranch and advised us that the col-
lection was donated to a museum
in the Central Valley. After a few
additional calls, we struck gold.
The Magee family, at Hap’s
request, contributed his entire col-
lection of cowboy memorabilia to
the Cowboy Memorial and Library
in Caliente.

The museum’s founder, Paul de
Fonville, confirmed that the dona-
tion five years ago of five trailers of
vintage cowboy memorabilia
included the branding irons, cour-
tesy of the Hap Magee estate.
Today, Magee’s entire collection of

more than 2,000 brands plus other
cowboy memorabilia is intact and
on display to school children,
Scouts and anyone who stops by de
Fonville’s 200-acre spread.

“I knew Hap Magee,” said de
Fonville by phone. “He was a good
man. I visited with him when I
went to the rodeo in Hayward
every year. I don’t know how he
found me, but I am glad he did. He
had the world’s greatest brand col-
lection.”

Located about 40 miles from
Bakersfield, the museum and
library are dedicated to preserving
the history of the cowboy and edu-
cating the public about the cow-
boy’s contribution to our nation’s
history. De Fonville said this histo-
ry is no longer being taught in
schools and is at risk of being lost
forever. A visit to the museum takes
about three hours and includes a
brief lecture and tour of several
indoor and outdoor exhibits.

Hap Magee, whose real name
was Harry Hush Magee, lived on
his Danville ranch from 1953 until
the 1980s. It is now the popular 17-
acre Hap Magee Ranch Park at
1025 La Gonda Way.

For more information, including
operating hours and directions to
the museum, visit www.cowboy
memorial.org. Call (616) 867-
2410. ■

Magee brand 
collection located

Readers point out trail to cowboy museum

Sisters Hana Athanasios, 8, and
Neda, 5, of Alamo felt they just
had to do something to help the
victims of Hurricane Katrina.

“We felt so sorry for the people
who lost their homes, their jobs
and everything that they had,”
Hana wrote to the Danville
Weekly. The two young fundrais-
ers, students at Rancho Romero
Elementary School, got permission
to sell lemonade in front of Alamo
Safeway on Saturday, Sept. 10.
They sold lemonade and cookies

for two hours, eventually raising
$220. They donated the lemonade
money they made, plus some
money their parents gave them, to
the American Red Cross. 

“We hope it helps some people.
It feels really good to be able to
help like this,” wrote Hana. 

Donation and fundraising efforts
continue all over the area. Jane
Lewis, owner of the Quilter’s Inn,
hosted a day of quilting at her

Giving lemon-aid
Local efforts continue for hurricane victims

Sisters Neda Athanasios, 5, and Hana, 8, of Alamo in front of the Alamo Safeway sell-
ing lemonade and cookies to raise money for victims of Hurricane Katrina. After two
hours of effort, they had raised $220. 
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➤ Continued on page 7



2950 Camino
Diablo, Suite 120

Walnut Creek, 
Ca. 94597

925.648.4941
License #PSY19808

Dr. Sara Denman
Licensed

Psychologist

Compassionate
Therapy

for Change…
Helping you Move

from Merely
Surviving

to Thriving

All Day Football Sunday
Monday Night Football

SPECIALS
Drink specials all day
$10 Buffet
6 Plasma Screens
Surround Sound
NFL Season Ticket

Football Viewing on the patio! 

356 Hartz Avenue
Downtown Danville

925.552.6676

Not Your Average Grille

Coupon good for Honda, Lexus, Toyota, Acura
and Scion vehicles only. One coupon per visit.

Expires 10-31-05

30k–60k–90k
Service

10% OFF
Coupon good for Honda, Lexus, Toyota, Acura
and Scion vehicles only. One coupon per visit.

Expires 10-31-05

15k–45k–75k
Service

10% OFF
Coupon good for Honda, Lexus, Toyota, Acura
and Scion vehicles only. Up to 5 quarts of oil.

Expires 10-31-05

Oil & Filter
Change
$2799

743-1967
FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE
Drop-off & pick-up your vehicle

from 6 am to Midnight

Visit us online at www.sycamoreservicecenter.com
744 San Ramon Valley Blvd. at Sycamore Valley Rd.
We’re the Red Brick Station in Danville 
Mechanic on Duty Mon-Sat 8am-5pm All Work Guaranteed!

Scion  •  Honda  •  Lexus  •  Acura  •  Toyota

Propane!
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by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Save Mount Diablo honored
three local residents with its
Mountain Star awards at its
Moonlight on the Mountain event
last Saturday, which also celebrat-
ed the organization’s 34th anniver-
sary.

Awards went to Beverly Lane,
president of the East Bay
Regional Park District; and Burt
Bogardus and Rich McDrew,
founders of the Mt. Diablo Trash
Removal Project.

“The Mountain Star awards
give us an opportunity to recog-
nize and honor some of the key
individuals who make a differ-
ence,” said Ron Brown, executive
director of Save Mount Diablo.
“Preserving the integrity of
Mount Diablo is dependent on the
actions of a whole community of
people.”

Lane was given the Mountain
Star Leadership Award, which is
for “individuals who have made
difficult and visionary contribu-
tions.” Bogardus and McDrew
received the Mountain Star
Restoration Award for “significant
and unusual improvements in
resource protection and enhance-
ment at Mount Diablo.”

Moonlight on the Mountain is
the group’s largest fundraiser, an
outdoor dinner and auction from
4:30-10 p.m. at the Mt. Diablo
State Park’s China Wall above
Alamo, and all 450 seats were sold
out. Its dramatic setting has views
of the mountain summit to the east
and the encroaching development
below to the west, which remind
those in attendance about the
importance of the organization.
The light of the rising full moon
made the scene even more magical,

said organizers.
“We’re very grateful to our spon-

sors, as well,” said Brown.
“Blackhawk-Nunn has sponsored
our awards program for the past

three years; IBEW continues as our
named event sponsor, and Chevron
this year became the event co-
sponsor. Save Mount Diablo builds
coalitions across all divides
because, despite our occasional
differences, we all love Mount
Diablo.”

Save Mount Diablo has more
than 6,000 supporters. It has been
acquiring and preserving lands on
and around Mount Diablo since
1971 as well as educating the pub-
lic to the mountain’s natural values.
Preserved lands have increased
from 6,788 acres to more than
88,000 since 1971, and Diablo has
gone from one park in the begin-
ning to 20 parks and preserves.

For more information, call 947-
3535 or visit www.savemountdia-
blo.org. ■

Stars shine on Mount Diablo
Awards honor three people who help protect natural resources 

downtown shop Sept. 11. By the
end of the day, the quilters had
made 58 baby quilts, which will be
sent to a quilt shop in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, to be distributed
to local shelters.

Tomorrow, the Danville Ballet
Company will give parents a head
start on Halloween costumes plus
help hurricane victims. Its “Clean
Your Closet Costume Sale” takes
place from noon to 4 p.m. at the
Ballet and Theatre Arts studio in
the Alamo Plaza Shopping Center.
Proceeds benefit the company’s
production of “The Nutcracker,”
but a portion of the proceeds will
also be donated to victims of
Hurricane Katrina.

Green Valley Elementary
School’s PTA will be hosting a
crab feed Wednesday, Sept. 28, at
the Veterans Memorial Hall in
downtown Danville. Tickets are
$100. All proceeds will go through
the Green Valley PTA to Hurricane
Katrina relief. 

For tickets, call Amy Phillips at
837-5487.

—Casey Reivich

Lemon-aid
➤ Continued from page 6

Save Mount Diablo honored (l-r) Rich McDrew, Burt Bogardus and Beverly Lane with
its 2005 Mountain Star awards.

SCOTT HEIN, SAVE M
OUNT DIABLO

“The Mountain Star
awards give us 
an opportunity to 
recognize and honor
some of the key 
individuals who make
a difference.” 

—Ron Brown, 
executive director 

of Save Mount Diablo
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introducing

HILARY JON LERNER, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon 

“The doctor that physicians 
choose for their own eye care”

L e r n e r  E y e  C e n t e r
www.lernereyecenter.com

Modern technology with old-fashioned care
Concord

925-685-1130
Pittsburg

925-432-9300
San Ramon

925-820-9600

Exciting new non-laser procedure to
rid yourself of reading glasses!
• First and only CK provider in the East Bay

• Three-minute, non-invasive, radio wave, 

in-office treatment

• No interest financing now available

• Call for a free screening today!

Tired of those Reading Glasses?

has an experienced & 
compassionate staff
that offers in-home

care to best suit 
your needs

❤ Companionship
❤ Hourly & Live-in
❤ Personal Care
❤ Medication Monitoring
❤ Meal Preparation
❤ Errands &

Transportation
❤ Light Housekeeping
❤ Dementia Care
❤ Hospice Care

Individual personal service
and pricing plans available.

1785 Barcelona Street
Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 371-8100

Licensed, Insured and Bonded

Sarah Cares
In home care services

AND THE HANDS

Sarah Cares

CA

RE FROM THE HEART

Chamber also sensed the need for
change. When Discover Danville
first began two-and-a-half years
ago, the biggest issue for down-
town merchants was the lack of
foot traffic, said Wayne Wickham,
who is president of Discover
Danville and owner of the Wine
Sellars on Hartz Avenue. 

“There is not enough retail vari-
ety or continuity,” said Wickham.
“People see a lot of pricey bou-
tiques, a few shoe stores, which is
great, and jewelry stores, a wine
store, but there’s no destination.
We need a small national or region-
al retailer.” Wickham gave Papyrus
as an example of a small national
retailer.

For the past year, the town has
worked quickly to amend its down-
town business district ordinance to
reflect the needs of downtown
Danville and to rezone potential
redevelopment areas. These
changes should encourage and
reinforce the retail character of
downtown, said Principal Planner
David Crompton.

The Town Council recently
approved rezoning properties on
the east side of Railroad Avenue
between Prospect Avenue and
School Street from Downtown
Business District (DBD)-Area 2 to
DBD-Area 1: Old Town Retail
District. This would give the busi-
nesses on Railroad the same zoning
as those businesses on Hartz
Avenue.

These businesses will no longer
have to provide 75 percent of their
parking onsite. With the new zon-
ing, 100 percent of their parking
requirement can be met through off-
site town parking lots. To strengthen
the retail character of Railroad, 75
percent of ground-floor uses must
be restaurants or shops, a dramatic
change from Railroad’s previous
zoning, which only required a mini-
mum of 25 percent.

If a non-retail business like a bank
vacates, the property owner only has
90 days to replace the tenant with
another non-retail business. Before,
the property owner had a year. In
dramatically reducing the time limit,
the town hopes that property owners
will replace non-retail uses with
retail uses, said Crompton.

Danville has also targeted three
areas for redevelopment. They
include Faz Restaurant, the Danville

Hotel and the areas north of Linda
Mesa Avenue fronting along Rose
Avenue, Hartz Avenue and Railroad
Avenue. The new zone is called
Area 11: Special Opportunities
District. This special designation
will last for three years.

The town is hoping that the
Danville Hotel and the north Hartz
properties are redeveloped to fit in
more with the look and character of
downtown Hartz Avenue.
Presently, the Danville Hotel
Territory, with its false fronts and
Western décor, has a different
appearance than the rest of historic
downtown. The town also feels that
some of the more rundown looking
properties on north Hartz could be
renovated.

“We want to bring it all up. We
have a beautiful downtown starting
from Diablo (Road),” said Doyle.
“I will be so proud when we can

get down where Railroad starts and
way up town to look all the same.”

These properties will now get a
break on parking. Instead of pro-
viding 100 percent onsite parking,
only 50 percent is required.
Because they will not have to pro-
vide as much parking, they will
also have a higher floor area ratio,
meaning ratio of building to land.
Instead of a 50 percent floor area
ratio, these special properties will
be allowed up to 80 percent. This
will allow them to enlarge their
spaces and build second stories.
They are also now zoned for resi-
dential use. Having apartments on
the second level of properties not
only helps offset costs for property
owners but also brings more people
downtown, said Crompton.  

The town has also waived park-
ing fees for all three downtown dis-
tricts for the next three years.
Waiving this fee significantly light-
ens the burden for owners. Instead
of paying in-lieu parking fees, the
owner can spend the money on
redeveloping property. Currently,
retail uses pay the town $3,500 per
parking spot and restaurants and
non-retail uses pay the town $7,000
per parking spot. In three years,
parking fees will be reinstated for
ground-floor businesses.

Reactions from property owners
are mixed. Al Kaplan, who owns the
property that used to house Country
Waffles but will soon be home to a
Mountain Mike’s Pizza, said the new
zoning won’t change the nature of
his property. The future Mountain
Mike’s Pizza will have roughly 40
onsite parking spots. And that is the

perfect amount of parking for a
restaurant, according to Kaplan. 

“Offsite parking is ridiculous. If
the customer can park their car in a
lot they want to look around and
see the door they want to go in,”
said Kaplan.

Kaplan is also weary of apart-
ments on the second floor of down-
town businesses. Parking is already
tight downtown, said Kaplan. If
people lived downtown, they too
would need parking.

Other property owners are more
enthusiastic about the opportunities
the rezoning creates. Howard Adler,
who owns the North Hartz proper-
ties that house B-Line Cleaners, The
Dog, and the Flower Cart, expressed
his support for the rezoning at a
town planning commission meeting
this past August. He felt the changes
would encourage improvements to
properties, but he expressed concern
over the three-year sunset period.
He felt it was too short a time.

William and Carrie Gonsalves
own the North Hartz property that
houses Danville Bikes. They, too,
are enthusiastic about the parking
breaks and possibility for more
space.

“I think it’s fantastic. We have
been thinking about redeveloping.
This is something I’m certainly
going to pursue,” said William
Gonsalves. But the three-year sun-
set period is also a concern for the
Gonsalveses.

“I wish the sunset period was
longer. It does take some time to
get the permits and approval from
the town,” said William Gonsalves.
“All in all, it’s an excellent thing.” ■

Downtown
➤ Continued from page 5

CASEY REIVICH

In addition to rezoning, Danville is trying to encourage business downtown by expand-
ing the Clocktower parking lot by 50 spaces, which has narrowed Railroad Avenue.
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I have heard that 
glucosamine sulfate 
is a good product 

for arthritis.  Is there a 
recommended dosage and 
is there anything else that is 
beneficial for this condition?

Glucosamine sulfate, a 
natural sugar produced 
by the body and found 

in certain foods, stimulates 
the manufacture of cartilage 
substances necessary for proper 
joint function. In addition to 
promoting joint repair, it reduces 
infl ammation and has been shown 
to slow the progression of arthritis. 
Numerous studies have demon-
strated that glucosamine sulfate 
is a safe and effective natural 
alternative to aspirin and other 
non-steroidal anti-infl ammatory 
drugs (e.g., ibuprofen). The stan-
dard recommended dose is one to 
two 650 mg. capsules three times 
per day. Please note that not all glu-
cosamine supplements are equally 
efficacious and people who are al-
lergic to shellfish should take one 
that is shellfish free. It is important 
to take a quality supplement to en-
sure results. 

I also recommend that you take a 
fish oil supplement and a multi-
vitamin. Fish oils are an excellent 
source of omega-3 fatty acids, 
which protect against many physi-
cal and mental degenerative dis-
eases, such as arthritis and cancer. 

In my practice, we offer specially 
selected high quality supplements, 
including glucosamine and fish 

oil. Before taking supplements, 
keep in mind that they work most 
effectively when used to augment 
a well-balanced diet that includes a 
variety of fruits and vegetables.

If your condition is due to other 
causes, myofascial therapy and a 
home rehabilitation program can 
decrease infl ammation and reduce 
irritating adhesions. They also can 
reduce muscle spasms and trigger 
points and help to restore a full 
range of motion.

I have pain in my 
shoulder, especially 
when lifting my arm. 

What would you recommend?

The fact that you experi-
ence pain when lifting 
your arm indicates 

that you may be suffering from 
rotator cuff syndrome. The rotator 
cuff is a group of four muscles 
that helps to lift your shoulder up 
over your head and also rotate it 
toward and away from your body. 
Rotator cuff syndrome refers to 
injuries such as tears, tendonitis, 
impingement, bursitis and strains 
to one or more of these muscles. 
This is often caused by extensive 
participation in athletic activities 
like throwing a ball, serving a 
tennis ball or driving a golf ball. 
Besides chronic wear and tear, a 
fall or collision also can be a causal 
factor. 

Symptoms may include pain in 
the front, side, back or deep inside 
the shoulder, especially with over-
head movements. A person may 

experience pain while doing 
everyday activities, such as getting 
dressed or completing household 
chores.

A thorough chiropractic examina-
tion of your shoulder and neck 
to locate the injured muscle and 
determine the nature of the injury 
will be necessary before prescribing 
treatment. One option is deep tissue
massage, which can be very 
beneficial for breaking up scar tissue 
and promoting proper healing. 
If your pain is acute, Transcuta-
neous Electrical Nerve Stimula-
tion (TENS) also can be useful for 
providing fast relief. In addi-
tion, physiotherapy and range-of-
motion exercises can strengthen 
and gently stretch the rotator 
cuff muscles, decreasing chanc-
es of sustaining further injury 
to your shoulder in the future.

© 2005, Le Cara Chiropractic

Ask
Dr. Le Cara

Edward C. Le Cara, D.C. is a Certifi ed Chiropractic Sports Practitioner, Certifi ed Athletic Trainer and the former 
President of the Alameda County Chapter of the California Chiropractic Association. He is the head wrestling 
coach at San Ramon Valley High School and provides medical assistance for the Pleasanton Youth Football League. 
A large portion of his private practice, Le Cara Chiropractic, located at 90 Mission Drive, Suite B, in 
Pleasanton, is devoted to the treatment and rehabilitation of sports-related injuries. For more information or to 
ask Dr. Le Cara additional questions, call 925.462.5557 or send him an e-mail at dr@lecarachiropractic.com.

Edward C. Le Cara, D.C.
Certified Chiropractic Sports Practitioner

Certified Athletic Trainer
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‘Tis the
season—
to shop
Discover Danville 

hopes twinkling lights 
will draw people downtown

this holiday season

by Casey Reivich

Getting people in a festive spirit
also means getting them in the
spending spirit. At least that is
what the downtown merchants
association Discover Danville is
hoping.

Last winter, Discover Danville
hosted Thursday night events,
much like the summer Thursday
night events, in an attempt to bring
people downtown to shop for the
holidays. Because the events were
poorly attended, this year Discover
Danville is hoping to lure people
downtown by transforming Hartz
Avenue and Railroad Avenue into
a winter wonderland a la Charles
Dickens.

Instead of only having a smatter-
ing of decorations downtown,
Discover Danville is attempting to
get all of its members to partici-
pate in decorating their storefronts.
Last year, the decorations down-
town were less than spectacular,
said Wayne Wickham, president of
Discover Danville and owner of
the Wine Sellars on Hartz Avenue.

This year, Discover Danville
hopes to get its merchants in the
festive mood by holding a contest
for best decorations among stores,
said Darrel Trimble of Discover
Danville and owner of Handworks
on Railroad Avenue.

The contest will commence at
the tree lighting ceremony, which
will be held from 5:15-8:30 p.m.,
at the old Oak Tree on Diablo
Road on Nov. 25. Trimble is hope-
ful that the decorations downtown
become a holiday attraction.

“A lot of people take their fami-
lies to look at houses. We’re going
to do the same thing in town,” said
Trimble.

So far 20 out of Discover
Danville’s 40 members have
signed up for the decorations con-
test, said Trimble. 

Discover Danville hopes by
making downtown a holiday desti-
nation, people will think to shop
downtown for their holiday gifts,
said Wickham.

Wickham told members of the
town council at a recent meeting
between the town and Discover
Danville that a majority of the peo-
ple he has spoken to do not consid-
er doing their holiday shopping
downtown. 

In addition to the festive decora-
tions, downtown stores could also
gain a competitive advantage by
making gift shopping more con-
venient, said Councilwoman
Karen Stepper. Stepper gave com-
plimentary gift-wrapping at toy
store G.R. Doodlebug in the
Livery as an example. Gift-wrap-
ping is a service local shops pro-
vide that big chains do not, she
said. ■

—Paid Advertisement——



Page 10 • September 23, 2005 • Danville Weekly

N E W S F R O N T

COMMON INTEREST MANAGEMENT SERVICES

A Full Service
Homeowner Association
Management Company

• CC&R Violation Enforcement

• In-House Maintenance
Services

• Vendor Oversight/Work Order
Processing

• Management of Architectural
Control Process

• 24 Hour Emergency Services

Complete Financial
Consulting and Oversight,
including:

• Annual Budget Preparation

• Financial Statement
Preparation

• Reserve Analysis

315 Diablo Road, Suite 221, Danville, CA 94526 Phone: (925) 743-3080, Fax: (925) 743-3084

garbage cans and water are avail-
able at Sycamore Valley Park for
the north segment. On the left side
of the trail entrance is an informa-
tion panel that will have park maps
and rules plus information about
resource protection.

Planning for the park began in the
early 1980s when some residents
became concerned about losing the
rural ambiance of Sycamore Valley
because of all the developments
being built. As a result, the Danville
Town Council adopted the
Sycamore Valley Specific Plan
enabling open space to be saved on
the ridgelines. Besides the 700 acres
owned by the Park District, other
areas are preserved by private home-
owners’ associations.

The land use plan developed by
the town specified four goals:
• Maintain the open grasslands as
working ranchland;
• Provide trails for public recre-
ation;
• Minimize wildfire risks to neigh-

boring homes; and
• Conserve the native wildlife.

Sycamore Valley is one of 65
regional parklands operated by
Park District, totaling more than
95,000 acres of public land distrib-
uted throughout Alameda and
Contra Costa Counties.  They
include 1,150 miles of trails and 29
inter-park regional trails. To find
out more, visit www.ebparks.org.

But first visit the newest open
space preserve—Sycamore Valley. ■

Preserve
➤ Continued from page 5

Park rangers Vince Green (left) and Kevin
Fox put the finishing touches on the sign
in time for Sunday’s dedication of the
Sycamore Valley Open Space Regional
Preserve.
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MSRP $38,990
GMS Employee Price $34,472
DlR Discount – 447

Sale Price $33,995

Net Cost To You. . .

• 275 HP • Front & Side Air Bags 
• Head Curtain • Leather Seating • Sun Roof
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San Ramon
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Parvez Fatteh, M.D.
Pain Medicine 
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Table Pads
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Future may see new facility
and clinic in Livermore

by Carol Bogart

Danville and Alamo representa-
tives weighed in via a live televi-
sion feed at a meeting last week to
discuss the future of the VA nursing
home in Livermore. It was the sec-
ond in a series of “stakeholder”
meetings sponsored by the
Department of Veterans Affairs that
will result in a recommendation to
VA Secretary R. James Nicholson
as to where to put aging and infirm
veterans once the Livermore nurs-
ing home has been demolished.

The 112-acre Livermore site
currently has a 120-bed nursing
home and a medical center that
was built as a tuberculosis hospi-
tal in 1949 but retrofitted in 1992.
VA plans call for the hospital to
be closed with services offered at
two new clinics, one in the East
Bay and another in the Central
Valley. Specialty services for
local veterans as well as short-
term hospital stays would be at
the Palo Alto facility. Livermore
is part of the VA Palo Alto Health
Care system.

In March, U.S. Rep. Richard
Pombo (R., 11th) spoke at a
Veterans Forum at the Danville
Veterans Memorial Hall and said
he would do everything he could to
keep the VA hospital in Livermore
up and running. “Right now there
is demand and need here,” he said.
“Moving that hospital would cause
hardships on the veterans who live
in this area.”

Danville and Alamo residents
largely go to Martinez or San
Francisco for their care although
they may choose to go to
Livermore, said Karen Pridmore of
the VA Public Affairs Department.
“There are nursing homes in

Martinez and in Livermore,” she
said. “Veterans in the whole Bay
Area can be treated in any facility.”

The panel convened in
Livermore by the VA last week
considered five “options.” One was
renovation of the existing 23-year-
old nursing home. At the first meet-
ing in May, many who testified lit-
erally begged the panel to “just
leave (the existing home) alone.”

Partway into last week’s meeting,
Pombo appeared via a live television
feed, spoke briefly, and, although he
said he’d been given a copy of the
options, expressed no opinion as to
which he favored. 

Shortly after, U.S. Rep. Ellen
Tauscher (D., 10th) also appeared
via TV. Veterans present erupted
in hoots, whistles and cheers
when Tauscher called the meet-
ings “a precipitous waste of our
time.” She said no one could give
her cost estimates for construc-
tion of a new nursing home, but
said her own projection was $8
million to $9 million. There’s no
guarantee, she said, that Congress
would approve the funding.
Tauscher firmly supports upgrad-
ing the present nursing home, but
that option—even though panel
chairman Alan Perry identified it
as the least expensive and the
“sentimental favorite”—is no
longer on the table.

Panel member state
Assemblyman Guy Houston (R.,
15th) was not present. He also
missed the first meeting, citing
scheduling conflicts.

It was clear from the outset of
Wednesday’s meeting that panel
members were convinced
Nicholson would reject a recom-
mendation to further the option of
keeping the nursing home open. It
didn’t “conform” to and wouldn’t
“be compliant” with then-VA
Secretary Anthony Principi’s
decision last year that requires

construction of a new nursing
home. Its location is to be deter-
mined by such factors as ease of
access.

In a surprise development at the
conclusion of Wednesday’s meet-
ing, panel member Dr. Ellen
Shibata proposed an option not
previously considered. She recom-
mended for further study an option
that would build—somewhere on
the current campus—both a new
120-bed nursing home and a “co-
located” clinic. She said that, as a
clinician, she considers such “co-
location” essential for optimum
care. By a vote of 3-2, the panel
approved forwarding that option to
the secretary for his consideration.
The option is one of several being
sent to Nicholson that the panel is
recommending for further study.
The others call for building a new
nursing home elsewhere, possibly
the Central Valley.

Panel chairman Perry pointed
out that Nicholson is under no obli-
gation to accept the panel’s recom-
mendations. He also pointed out
that no construction will begin
until 2012.

Perry and others said it was their
understanding any proceeds from
redevelopment would be funneled
back into health services for veter-
ans, such as, suggested one panel
member, the money necessary to
build both a nursing home and clin-
ic in the current rural setting in
Livermore.

Veteran Rose Wilson has called
that setting “home” for the past
four years. She recounts a fall a
year ago that fractured her hip.
Now, she said, she’s walking.
“The atmosphere here had a lot to
do with it,” she noted. “You’re
feeling down and you go outside
and see the deer a-runnin’ and a-
jumpin’—it lifts you up. I think it
would be very hard to equal the
life here.” ■

Reprieve for VA nursing home?

The Weekly gets 
a history lesson

Civil War enthusiast Gary
Hernbroth enjoys his Danville
Weekly while visiting Gettysburg
National Battlefield Park.
Hernbroth, president of Training
for Winners, was at Gettysburg
to gather research for a training
seminar that draws parallels
between battle command deci-
sions and business manage-
ment. He was also speaking at a
convention in Washington, D.C.

Take Us Along on your travels
and send photos to
Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com or
315 Diablo Road, Danville 94596.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G

He said he talked to people who
had been stuck on a bridge for three
days with nothing to eat. He also
worked for the Red Cross giving
out checks, from $300-$1,500, to
be used on shelter, clothing and

food. “Seventy-five hundred people
waited in line for the checks, and it
was 101 degrees,” he reported.

He said an eight months preg-
nant woman in the line went into
labor and was rushed off by med-
ical personnel. He also saw a wed-
ding take place in the Astrodome,
with the bridal gown and groom’s
tux provided by the Red Cross.

“Even though calamity is around
you, life goes on,” he noted.

Mayor Mike Doyle reminded
everyone about the collections for
the victims being done at St.
Isidore’s on weekends through the
end of September. He stressed that
what was really needed is help
sorting through all the generous
contributions. ■

Hurricane
➤ Continued from page 5
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O nly a month ago we had a
green and lush lawn in our
back yard, surrounded by

flower gardens, with inlaid flag-
stones leading to our fountain. We
spent many summer evenings
enjoying that rare moment in sub-
urban life when the grass is per-
fect—with no lawn moth, gophers
or brown patches.

Then one morning we went out
and couldn’t believe our eyes: The
lawn looked as though it’d been the
site of an NFL scrimmage, clumps
of grass mercilessly torn from their
roots. We knew immediately that
raccoons had caused the damage
because we’d heard of them rolling
up sod to find grubs to eat. A 10-
foot-by-10-foot area was uprooted,
turned over tuft by tuft by their
agile little fingers. We researched
grubs to find them defined as “fat,
juicy beetle larvae,” so I will no
longer refer to my dinner plans as
“getting some grub” (not that I ever
did actually).

That night we left all the lights
on in the yard, figuring nothing
would invade if it were bright as
daylight. Wrong! The carefully
replaced patches from the previous
night’s destruction were again
turned on their sides. The next
night we left our dog in the family
room with the sliding door open
but the screen closed so she could
bark at the raccoons when they
came and scare them away. She
had several frantic barking sessions
during the night but I was too tired
to get up and look. I’m sure the
raccoons must have heard, but they
blithely ignored her and proceeded
to tear up yet another large section
of lawn.

We then decided on a two-
pronged, demand-supply approach
to defeat the enemy: We needed the
scent of a larger predator to scare
away the raccoons, plus we needed
to get rid of the grubs. So off to the
nursery we went, to purchase a
spray bottle of coyote urine and lit-
tle pellets designed to eliminate
grubs. Right before we went to
bed, we went out in the darkness to
spray the urine (OK, probably
urine substitute) around the
perimeter. We hurried downstairs
the next morning with high hopes
but, alas, either our raccoons
weren’t intimidated by coyotes or
the urine was past its expiration
date.

Next we called the Lindsay
Wildlife Museum to get some
expert advice and were told this
problem is common in the area.
The woman told us about a man in
Blackhawk who laid $20,000 of
sod in his expansive yard, went
away for a week and returned to
find it a large clumpy mess. She
suggested that we sprinkle the

lawn with either black pepper or
cayenne.

That night we used both on the
lawn, totaling emptying the little
can and jar. The next day I loaded
up on cayenne (not cheap) and we
gave the lawn a good dousing.
Success! With still half a lawn that
could have been mined for grubs,
we had stopped the raccoons in
their tracks. Of course our dog
couldn’t act “naturally” in the yard
either, with all that cayenne
around. When I brought her out to
do her business, she just stood
there, nose in the air, looking con-
fused. I went to Costco to buy a big
economical jar of cayenne but
although it carries black pepper,
table grind, whole and with lemon,
it does not carry cayenne. I guess
most customers don’t use it in large
quantities.

With the raccoons, either the
cayenne was effective or the grub
killer worked. In telling my sad
tale I’ve learned of other battles
against wildlife in this area. One
Alamo neighborhood is thinking
of buying stock in a product
called Liquid Fence that everyone
uses to keep the deer out. Another
person who lives on El Pintado
told me about having the same
raccoon problem and peering out
the window in the middle of the
night to see eight—yes, eight!—
raccoons reaching into the soil to
uproot the lawn and look for
grubs. Her family was about to
take action when a skunk saun-
tered onto the scene.

The more we researched, the
more we learned about raccoons,
who are smart, strong and dexter-
ous but so disease-ridden that we
wouldn’t want them in our yard
even if they weren’t tearing up our
lawn. How ironic that they look so
darned cute with their little masks
and striped tails. All in all, I think
Davy Crocket had the right idea. ■

Raccoon diaries

“We hurried 
downstairs the next
morning with high
hopes but, alas,
either our raccoons
weren’t intimidated
by coyotes or the
urine was past its
expiration date.”
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On Tuesday night, the town of Danville adopted a
resolution supporting disaster relief efforts in
response to Hurricane Katrina and urged residents
and businesses to support such efforts. We applaud
the council members for their collective influence in
encouraging all of us to help. The resolution went a
step further, however, and authorized the expenditure
of $10,000 to be divided between Habitat for
Humanity ($2,500), the Red Cross ($3,750) and the
Salvation Army ($3,750). Like many of us, the town
officials are looking for what they can do to help our
fellow Americans in time of immense devastation.
We believe the town officials’ collective heart is in
the right place, but
with the direct expen-
diture of town money
approved by this reso-
lution, they went
beyond the role
expected or desired of
our local elected 
officials. 

When a natural dis-
aster or tragedy hap-
pens in our country,
like Hurricane Katrina,
we all want to reach
out to help. As individuals, organizations, businesses
and governments we all want to make it right some-
how. We search for the right approach whether it is an
investment of time or money.

But what is the right role for local government in a
natural disaster in another part of the country? Mutual
aid efforts, that is, sharing the expertise of public
safety workers, such as police and fire personnel
immediately following the emergency or sending
building and planning experts to the areas when the
rebuilding occurs is the appropriate action for local
government. Communities need to share this type of
knowledge and give time generously to help those in
need because no one community can have all the
needed personnel when a true disaster occurs.

When it comes to financial contributions, however,
that generous gesture should be left to the private
sector through corporate donations or to individuals
to decide how much and to whom they would like to
donate. It’s a bad precedent, no matter how com-
pelling, for town government to use public funds for
anything other than town services. Town officials
have a fiduciary responsibility to protect our money,
and not view the bank balances as their personal
checkbook to use for things that are unrelated to gov-
erning the town, no matter how worthy the cause.
How will the elected officials distinguish between
good causes wherever they happen or financially
strapped nonprofits that do good work locally who
would love to have the town’s money? As good-
hearted as their actions may be, the council members
have overstepped their role.

AIA, not MAC, for Alamo
Dear Editor:

As an Alamo resident, I dis-
agree with Supervisor Mary
Piepho’s proposal of a Municipal
Advisory Council (MAC) for
Alamo. We already have the
Alamo Improvement Association
(AIA), a grassroots organization
that has effectively represented
the needs and interests of unincor-
porated Alamo to county officials
since 1955.

The AIA is an elected and self-
supporting organization of volun-
teers. Membership costs $50 a
year. All meetings, including
board meetings, are open to the
public. The AIA mission, as stat-
ed on its Web site (www.alamo-
ca.org) is “to preserve and foster
the established character and
quality of Alamo as a semi-rural,
low density, residential area.”

Instead, Piepho has proposed a
five-member MAC where the first
round of members would be
“appointed” because elections are
“too expensive.” Who will do the
appointing? I assume it’s either the
Board of Supervisors or Piepho.
Besides having appointed members,
an Alamo MAC would also have no
budget or any means of self-sup-
port. (A local newspaper stated that
a member of another MAC in the
area has to pay for note-taking serv-
ices out of his own pocket.) An
Alamo MAC would have no more
power or authority than the AIA, as
both organizations have limited
advisory roles to the county.

Why this sudden and urgent
need for an Alamo MAC? It seems
to have more to do with Piepho’s
desires or those of her developer
supporters than the desires of
Alamo residents. Piepho’s propos-
al would strip Alamo from any
independent representation by
making the Alamo MAC an exten-
sion of the Board of Supervisors.
It’s a little like Congress telling us

who our local representative to
Congress is going to be.

Charla Gabert, Alamo

Unimpressed by Piepho
Dear Editor:

As a resident of Alamo, I have to
say that I am completely unim-
pressed by Supervisor Mary Piepho.
I e-mailed and called her office
months ago with concerns regarding
traffic issues in town in Alamo. It is
a sore subject for many of us who
take our lives in our hands crossing
the Danville Boulevard at Orchard
Court and at Jackson. Our builder
paid approximately $1 million for a
light at the Orchard Court
Intersection; that was over five years
ago, and nothing has been done.
Where is the money?

Piepho’s assistant returned my
call. I wanted to understand com-
ments made in the Alamo
Improvement Association (AIA)
newsletter stating that the traffic
solution proposed last spring was
stopped, and no one knew the sta-
tus. Piepho’s assistant said the AIA
was lying. I chalked it up to inexpe-
rience on the assistant’s part. I was
very frustrated as I had almost been
hit by a car with my toddler daugh-
ter that day as we crossed the street
in the crosswalk. I have e-mailed
Piepho, but I get no response. I
thought if I wrote to you, I could
possibly get a response from
Piepho. Something has to be done
about the traffic in downtown
Alamo, NOW. I am sure that some-
one in the community who uses that
crosswalk is going to be injured or
killed. It is just a matter of time.

As for Supervisor Piepho, I am
very unimpressed by how she runs
her office and how she has treated
the people of Alamo. How come
we don’t have meetings on Alamo
in Alamo? Maybe someone in
Alamo should run against Ms.
Piepho in the next election.

Tonya T. York, Alamo

E D I T O R I A L  •  T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  W E E K LY L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Whose money
is it? 

It’s a bad precedent,
no matter how 
compelling, for town
government to use
public funds for 
anything other than
town services.
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Community Pulse
P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N  &  L O G  • O B I T U A R I E S • B I R T H S  &  W E D D I N G S

Sept. 12
• Burglary-residential: on Adagio Dr.,

at 8:16 a.m.
• Malicious telephone calls: on La

Pera Cr., at 8:49 a.m.
• Weapon on school grounds: Arrest

on Del Amigo Rd., at 10:51 a.m.

Sept. 13
• Recovered stolen vehicle: on

Camino Tassajara, at 7 a.m.
• Accident-injury: on Danville Blvd.

and El Cerro Blvd., at 9:38 a.m.
• Accident-property damage: on I-680

northbound and Sycamore Valley
Rd., at 12:53 p.m.

• Suspicious circumstances: on La
Questa Dr., at 12:27 p.m.

• Stolen vehicle: on Camino Ramon
and Sycamore Cr., at 3:25 p.m.

• Accident-property damage: on Love
Ln., at 3:40 p.m.

• Grand theft-from building: on
Franciscan Dr., at 4:11 p.m.

• Burglary-residential: on Willowview
Ct., at 4:08 p.m.

• Hit & Run-misdemeanor: on Hartz
Ave. and Prospect Ave., at 5:48
p.m.

• Burglary-auto: on W. Prospect Ave.
and Railroad Ave., at 6:43 p.m.

• Child molest: on Jasmine Wy., at
7:13 p.m.

Sept. 14
• Petty theft-coin op machine: on

Diablo Rd., at 12:48 p.m.

Sept. 15
• Petty theft: on Love Ln., at 9:29 a.m.

• Accident-property damage: on
Stone Valley Rd., at 10:43 a.m.

• Malicious telephone calls: on
Northoak Ct., at 12:12 p.m.

Sept. 16

• Driving under influence (DUI)-misde-
meanor: Arrest on I-680 south-
bound and Sycamore Valley Rd.,
at 1:10 a.m.

• DUI-misdemeanor: Arrest on
Ridgeland Dr. and San Ramon
Valley Blvd., at 12:36 a.m.

• Accident-property damage: on
Railroad Ave., at 12:04 p.m.

• Suspicious circumstances: on La
Gonda Wy., at 1:03 p.m.

• Misdemeanor-other: on Love Ln., at
1:54 p.m.

• Forgery-fraudulent documents: on
Silver Lake Dr., at 2:13 p.m.

• Malicious mischief: on El Capitan
Dr., at 4:37 p.m.

• School-alcohol on grounds: on
Stone Valley Rd., at 2:52 p.m.

• School-alcohol on grounds: on
Stone Valley Rd., at 10:37 p.m.

• Misdemeanor-other: Citation given
on El Cerro Blvd. and I-680
southbound, at 10:48 p.m.

Sept. 17

• DUI-misdemeanor: Arrest on I-680
southbound and Sycamore
Valley Rd., at 12:50 a.m.

• DUI-misdemeanor: Arrest on
Camino Tassajara and Old
Orchard Dr., at 2:27 a.m.

• DUI-misdemeanor: Arrest on I-680
off southbound and Sycamore
Valley Rd., at 3:28 a.m.

• Suspicious circumstances: on St.
Maurice Ct., at 8:34 a.m.

• Littering: on Alisal Ct., at 2:09 p.m.
• Malicious telephone calls: on

McCauley Rd., at 2:48 p.m.
• Vandalism-felony: on Fostoria Wy.,

at 5:51 p.m.
• Warrant arrest: Arrest on Lawrence

Rd., and Oakgate Dr., at 6:24
p.m.

• Hit & Run-misdemeanor: Arrest on
Waterman Cr., at 6:35 p.m.

Sept. 18
• DUI-misdemeanor: on El Cerro Blvd.

and Garden Creek Pl., at 2:05
a.m.

• Burglary-commercial: on San
Ramon Valley Blvd., at 7:37 a.m.

• Malicious mischief: on Quinterra Ln.,
at 8:14 a.m.

• Arson: on Entrada Mesa at 9:15
a.m.

• Malicious telephone calls: on La
Gonda Wy., at 3:56 p.m.

The Office of the Contra Costa
County Sheriff’s Department’s Valley
Station in Alamo made the following
information available.

ALAMO

Sept. 13
• Petty theft-from vehicle: on Miranda

Creek Ct.

BLACKHAWK

Sept. 13
• Burglary-auto: on White Oak Pl.

Sept. 18
• Burglary-residential: on Pheasant

Run Dr.

DIABLO

Sept. 13
• Battery: on Club House Rd.

The Danville Police Department
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

P O L I C E  L O G

Neighborhood Brewpub

www.hopyard.com
“Best Watering Hole”

470 Market Place, San Ramon

(925) 277-9600

Patio now open

Sunglasses &
Sunscreen
Optional!

Come in for the beer,
come back for the food

Call ahead for 
“large group seating”

3015-H Hopyard Road
Pleasanton • Est. 1993

Corner of Valley & Hopyard

(925) 426-9600

...with this week’s great specials:
Gamberoni Romano

Skewered Prawns with Gnocchi Romano and Gremolata
Speidini di Maille

Pork Tenderloin Medallions, Almond, Olive and Currant Crust,
Orange Muscat Glaze over Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Salmone al la Plancha
Fennel Salad, Bay Shrimp Vinaigrette, Lemon Dill Linguine

Budino di Riso
Rice Pudding with Cinnamon & Fresh Berries

Celebrate Fall at Pastas Trattoria...

Dine
at

Pastas  & Support  
Hurricane Katrina

victims
now.

located in
Pleasanton (925) 417-2222 

&
Livermore (925) 456-3333

Make your reservations with

Unwanted
deliveries

Police were called to
investigate an arson at 9:15
a.m., Sunday, Sept. 18.
Unknown suspects had put a
newspaper and toilet paper
in a mailbox on Entrada
Mesa, and ignited the paper
with an unknown ignition
source. The paint on the out-
side of the mailbox was
scorched and discolored. No
other mailboxes were van-
dalized in the area, police
said, and there were no wit-
nesses or leads.

The day before, at 2:09
p.m., Saturday Sept. 17, a
resident on Alisal Court
and El Cerro Boulevard had
discovered a patio lounge
chair, mattress and garbage
by their fence. No one was
seen dumping these items
off. The resident notified
the police to have it on the
record.

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N
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Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

located at
425 Main Street

pleasanton, california 94566

we recommend reservations

dial (925) 462-2800

or visit

mahalogrille.com or opentable.com

dine at mahalo & a portion of your bill will be donated 

to help the victims of hurricane katrina.

*

*

this week we proudly feature:
Macadamia Crusted Scallops

with jasmine white rice, rockshrimp mizuna salad

Miso Sake Ono

sautéed rice noodles, japanese grilled eggplant with a ponzu glaze

Mahalo Vanilla Prawns

tempura prawns drizzled with vanilla sauce topped with sesame seed 
glazed walnuts,with jasmine white rice and bok choy

Grand Wailea Creme Brulée

creme brulée with Grand Marnier, Kahlua & Kona coffee

by Mike L. Mc Colgan

Jim Purcell and Maureen
O’Toole-Purcell have done about
everything in the world of water
polo. Purcell was a high school,
junior college and college all-
American, winning two National
Championships and two World
Cup Championships. O’Toole-
Purcell is recognized worldwide
as the greatest female water polo
player of all time. Some of her
kudos include MVP of the U.S.
Women’s National team 15 times,
U.S. Water Polo Female Athlete
of the Year five times, World
Water Polo Female Athlete of the
Year six times, 2000 Olympic
Game silver medalist. As they are
head coaches of the Monte Vista
boys water polo team, it is no
wonder Monte Vista is a major
force to be reckoned in the East
Bay Athletic League.

Water polo is played in four
five-minute quarters, and one
point is scored for each goal.
There are seven players on a team,
six field and one goalie. Purcell
said the top players for 2005
include: Charlie Steffens, junior
field player, 1st team All-North
Coast Section as a sophomore,
plays for USA 15/under National
Team; Mike McGlennon, senior
goalie, has been the starting

goalie at Monte Vista since his
freshman year; Mike Cassady,
lefty, senior field player, first
team all-league, second team all-
NCS last year; Greg Kohl, senior
field player, top defensive player,
second team all-league last year;
Stewart Peugh, senior field play-
er, best all round field player, first
team all-league last year; Scott
Kwon, senior field player, fastest
swimmer on the team, scores
many fast break goals; and
Robbie Vose, lefty, senior field
player, “one of the best shooters
in NCS.”

“In no special order, the top
teams in the NCS are Monte
Vista, Miramonte, Acalanes, De
La Salle, Sir Francis Drake and
crosstown rival San Ramon,” said
Purcell. “Scholarships can be
awarded for water polo however
most college teams are ‘club’ pro-
grams and don’t have more than
four full scholarships per year.”

He said good water polo play-
ers “must be fast swimmers,
strong vertically in the water,
tough physically and mentally,
know the game strategies and be
able to anticipate and react to
game situations as they develop,
as well as be an excellent ball-
handler and shooter.” 

Monte Vista opened up its sea-
son with a victory against

Storm goals help hurricane victims
The Mustang Storm Girls U-14 Division 3 team placed second in the Devil Mountain Tournament in

Danville on Sept. 3-4. Prior to the start of the tournament Devon Bridges, a key defensive player for the
Storm, coordinated a fundraising effort for the victims of hurricane Katrina. She and her teammates asked
parents, friends and relatives to make a donation based on the number of goals scored, shutouts and games
won. The team raised more than $2,000 for the American Red Cross. The team includes: first row, Rosie
Garcia, Bridget Larin, Alex Sherwood, Alex King, Janelle Cates, Aimee Crocker, Makayla Cates; second row,
Assistant Coach John Garcia, Madeline Call, Devon Bridges, Amanda Crook, Morgan Chace, Jolene Liljeberg,
Erin Coldren, Morgan McGrath, Aimee Dewan, Rachel Robinson and Coach Jim Crocker.

Mustang water polo
off to good start

Team led by champions Purcell and O’Toole

Saturday, Sept. 24
Cross Country:
San Ramon and Monte Vista at the
Stanford Invite

Monday, Sept. 26
Girls Golf:
San Ramon at the Fall Classic, 12:30
p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 27
Girls Volleyball:
San Ramon vs. Foothill, 6 p.m.

Girls Tennis:
San Ramon vs. Amador Valley
Monte Vista at Granada

Girls Golf:
San Ramon vs. Monte Vista, 3:30
p.m.

Boys Water Polo:
Monte Vista vs. Foothill, 5:45 p.m.

Girls Water Polo:
Monte Vista vs. Foothill, 3:45 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 28
Girls Tennis:
Monte Vista vs. Miramonte

Thursday, Sept. 29
Girls Volleyball:
San Ramon at Granada, 6 p.m.

Boys Water Polo:
San Ramon at Cal High, 5:45 p.m.
Monte Vista at Amador Valley, 5:45
p.m.

Girls Water Polo:
San Ramon at Cal High, 3:45 p.m.
Monte Vista at Amador Valley, 3:45
p.m.

Girls Tennis:
Monte Vista vs. Foothill

Friday, Sept. 30
Football:
San Ramon vs. Foothill, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Cal High, 7 p.m.

P R E P  S C H E D U L ECalifornia 12-6. Charlie Steffans
scored six goals to lead the
Mustangs.

Football

Monte Vista rolled to a 40-13
victory over Merrill West-Tracy in
its first home game. The Mustangs
were led by Peter Geurts, who
rushed for 120 yards and one
touchdown, and the team finished
with 544 yards of total offense.
Monte Vista will play at home
tonight against Berkeley.

San Ramon won its second
straight game of the season beat-
ing non-league opponent
Irvington 42-31 in its home open-
er. Running back Roy Helu Jr. fin-
ished the game with three touch-
downs and 168 yards. The Wolves
play at home tonight against Will
C. Wood. ■
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Finding the way to Tao House
Celebrating Eugene O’Neill can start with a tour of his Danville hom

by B. Lynn Goodwin

This is the room where he wrote “Long Day’s Journey Into Night,” which
he dedicated to Carlotta, calling it a “tribute to love and tenderness.” Other
plays written there include “A Touch of the Poet,” “More Stately Mansions,”
“The Iceman Cometh,” “Hughie,” and “A Moon for the Misbegotten.”

An optional part of the tour leads on a little path beside the barn to the
hillside where a fence surrounds a grave for the O’Neills’ beloved dog,
Blemie, marked by a tombstone.

Neither Eugene O’Neill nor Carlotta ever learned how to drive and
when their friend and helper Herbert Freeman left for the Marines in
1942, they hired three local people to help them: C. F. Haskell, owner of
the hardware store downtown; Edwin Olsson of Olsson’s Gas Station; and
Charlie Roberts, who was also a chauffeur at Blackhawk Ranch. Once
World War II began, their servants left for better paying jobs and life
became difficult due to the isolation. Though O’Neill loved Tao House,
he sold the property to Arthur and Charlotte Carlson in 1944 because of
his failing health. 

In 1966 a local newspaper headline, “Development for O’Neill

Property,” caught the ey
Association, Charlotte M
the Concord Library Le
about the significance of
purchased the property 
National Historic Site.

Today Tao House ave
Juniors and seniors in 
Foundation’s Student Da
he was alive, and the gho

Wendy Cooper said th
much of the material for 
ences. “They go home fee
wonderful from the ‘less
“There is a spirit about th

O’Neill left a strong m
is a local treasure well w

Tours to Tao House in the west hills of Danville are special in many ways. The
house itself, where playwright Eugene O’Neill lived from 1937 to 1944, is
unique, with stunning views. Also, because private cars are not allowed on the
road to the National Historic Site, a park ranger drives visitors in a van, leaving
from the Sycamore Valley Park and Ride. Although this means that a visit calls
for a little advanced planning, it also means it includes a pleasant sightseeing
trip. On my recent tour, because it included visitors from Napa, Davis and Palm
Springs, our bus driver took the scenic route. 

We drove down San Ramon Valley Boulevard and turned onto Railroad
Avenue, where the sidewalk was filled with bikers on a coffee break and moms
wheeling strollers toward the farmers market. Our guide pointed out the depot,
where O’Neill could have met the trains from Martinez, and Elliott’s bar, where
O’Neill’s son, according to local lore, spent time at the bar. 

We passed San Ramon Valley High School and wound our way up to Kuss
Road, which has been gated since the mid-’80s. The narrow, winding road ends
at Tao House. As we stood gazing at an old, whitewashed barn in front of oak-
studded hills, it was easy to follow tour guide Wendy Cooper’s instructions to
imagine we were back in Eugene O’Neill’s time. 

Seeking a place where he could write without interruption, O’Neill, who was
born in 1888, used part of the stipend from his 1936 Nobel Prize to purchase
158 acres of secluded beauty. His wife Carlotta and her daughter, Cynthia, who
lived in Oakland, helped him find his “final harbor.”  

As she planned the exterior, Carlotta combined adobe-like bricks reminiscent
of early California architecture with Oriental accents that reflected the
O’Neill’s interest in Eastern thought. Tao (dow) means “The Way” and the
Chinese characters on their garden gate roughly translate to “House of the
Righteous Way.”

The brick path to the house has as many right angles as a maze. It is intend-
ed to stop evil spirits. So are the fake steps into the house and the red front door,
which is hidden from view as one enters the yard.

Inside, the house mirrors nature. The ceilings are dark as the nighttime sky,
and the floor’s tiles are earthen colored. The entry hall is filled with masks, and
statues of Foo Dogs frame the staircase.

Numerous downstairs walls are accented with large, square indentations that
were planned for bookshelves. Colored mirrors were placed in two of them:
emerald green in the hallway, sapphire blue in the living room. O’Neill shelved
his 8,000-volume library there. Most of those books are now at Long Island
University, and the bulk of his mysteries went to World War II servicemen.

The furnishings, originally purchased from Gumps and Sloanes, have been
recreated with as much historical accuracy as possible, using photos from the
O’Neills’ time in the house.

Rosie, a player piano, supposedly from a New Orleans bordello, sits in the
breakfast room. O’Neill loved that piano, and local residents reported the
sounds of its music wafting into the valley. In that room he tracked World War
II using a map on the wall. Photos have been added to the walls today, includ-
ing a dramatic portrait of Carlotta.

Carlotta Monterey, who was born Hazel Tharsing, changed her name when
she became an actress. She met O’Neill while acting in one of his plays and
became his protector and guardian as well as his third wife. For her bedroom
she purchased a carved teak bed and plenty of blue silk.

If the door to O’Neill’s bedroom and study across the hall was shut, no one
was allowed to knock. His fog gray bedroom has a built-in black mirror framed
by two windows looking out on Mount Diablo. Speaking of the mirror, O’Neill
said, “It lets me know that I’m alive.” 

A large, teak opium bed sits against the wall next to the study. Gumps, which
sold the O’Neills their furniture, bought some of it back in 1944, then donated
much of it to Tao House in the ’70s. The store did not acknowledge requests to
return O’Neill’s opium bed, however, until Katharine Hepburn, an Honorary
Member of the Eugene O’Neill Foundation, sent a firm letter. Gumps complied
within the week.

Next to his bedroom is O’Neill’s study. Two spacious, finely crafted desks sit
on opposite walls. The playwright used two desks because he worked on mul-
tiple projects at once, including a historical cycle of one acts, some of which he
burned rather than share. 

The study’s red ceiling was probably intended to ward off evil spirits, just like
the front door, although it could have been in keeping with the phrase, “red sky
at night, sailor’s delight,” reflecting O’Neill’s love of the sea and his early days
as a seaman. Heavy wooden beams across it are reminiscent of a captain’s cabin
on a ship. Though his Nobel and Pulitzer Prizes are not in the room, O’Neill’s
Certificate of Discharge as an able seaman is framed and two model ships sit
above the fireplace in the study. 

Of all the places Eugene O’Neill called
home during his restless life, Tao House
held him the longest and was the refuge
where he wrote his last plays. He and his
wife Carlotta purchased the 158-acre
ranch and designed the home combining
his interest in Eastern thought and her
passion for Oriental art.

Eugene O’Neill and his wife Carlotta Monterey read in the living room of their Tao House in the west Danville hills. They were 
which have been furnished as closely to the original as possible, using old photographs.
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me

ye of a member of the Las Trampas Wilderness
Morrison. She teamed up with Ann Cavanaugh of
eague, and together they educated the community
f Tao House. The East Bay Regional Parks District
and in time O’Neill’s home was recognized as a

erages between 2,000 and 4,000 visitors per year.
local high schools explore the house on the

ays. They find the black mirror that let O’Neill know
ostly images reflected in it, particularly intriguing. 

he students who visit find inspiration in the fact that
O’Neill’s greatest plays came from his life experi-

eling that they, too, may be able to create something
s than happy’ events of their own lives,” she said.
he house that inspires.” 

mark on the American theater, and his Danville home
worth seeing. Call 838-0249 and book a tour. ■

The sixth annual Eugene O’Neill Festival, sponsored by the
Eugene O’Neill Foundation, Tao House and the National Park
Service, is being held Sept. 28 to Oct. 2. The foundation has put
together six events for this celebration. Four are at Tao House,
and transportation will be provided from the Museum of the
San Ramon Valley, 205 Railroad Ave., Danville. There is a $5
charge at boarding for the seminar and discussion.

Wednesday, Sept. 28 (11:30 a.m.): dedication of O’Neill
Commemorative at Front Street Park, across from the Danville
library, 400 Front St.

Thursday-Sunday, Sept. 29-Oct. 1 (8 p.m.) and Oct. 2 (4
p.m.): performances of Eugene O’Neill’s “Hughie” by the
Namaste Theatre Company of Los Angeles in the Old Barn at
Tao House. Tickets ($26) are available at Dean Lesher
Regional Center for the Arts, 1601 Locust St., Walnut Creek;
telephone 943-7469 or visit www.dlrca.org.

“Hughie,” which focuses on a small-time gambler who has
just come off a four-day drinking binge, has particular signifi-
cance for the Eugene O’Neill Foundation. It was performanc-
es of this play by Jason Robards Jr. and Jack Dodson in 1975
that raised funds which allowed the foundation to make a down
payment and secure title to Tao House, saving it from destruc-
tion by developers. 

The ticket price includes dessert reception prior to performance
and transportation to and from Tao House. Private vehicles are not
allowed. The 8 p.m. performances include the Living History and
pre-show reception.

Saturday, Oct. 1 (1 p.m.): “Seminars at Tao House,” featuring
authorities on O’Neill. Reservations are required. Make them
through the National Park Service: 838-0249.

Sunday, Oct. 2 (1 p.m.): A discussion, “O’Neill’s ‘Hughie’
and His Other Danville Plays,” with Eileen Hermann Miller,
an O’Neill scholar and educator; Steven Black, author of
“Eugene O’Neill: Beyond Mourning and Tragedy” and “File
on O’Neill.” Reservations required: 838-0249.

Friday, Sept. 30 (2 p.m. and 4 p.m.) and Saturday, Oct. 1 (4
p.m.): Join actor Kurt Gravenhorst playing Eugene O’Neill,
actress ej Ndeto, playing Carlotta, and others in a “Living History
at Tao House.” For those planning to attend the 8 p.m. perform-
ances of “Hughie,” the Living History and pre-show reception
will be included, with van departure at 6 p.m.

Oct. 1-2 (1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.): 45-minute walking tour:
“Secrets of the O’Neills in Danville,” departing from Museum
of the San Ramon Valley. Tour is free but donations to the
museum are welcomed.

Eugene O’Neill 
in Danville: 

A celebration

Exhibits of memorabilia and other items relating to O’Neill’s life
in Danville will be on display in Danville and San Ramon at the
following dates and times.

• Art in the Park: An Artist’s View of Eugene O’Neill
Town Green, 400 Front St., Danville 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday-Sunday, October 1-2

• Eugene O’Neill: A Memorial
Museum of the San Ramon Valley, 205 Railroad Ave., Danville 
Sept. 21-Oct. 2
Regular Hours: 1-4 p.m.; Tuesday through Friday; 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. Saturday. Closed Sunday and Monday. 
Special festival hours: 6-7:30 p.m., Thursday-Saturday; 
1-4 p.m. Sunday.

• Hepburn, Robards and Helen Hayes Visit Eugene O’Neill’s 
Tao House in Danville
Danville Library, 400 Front St., Danville; Aug. 30-Oct. 3
Hours: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday-Saturday; 1-5 p.m. Sunday

• Commemorating Eugene O’Neill: America’s Only Nobel 
Prizewinning Playwright
San Ramon Library, 100 Montgomery St., San Ramon; 
Aug. 30-Oct. 3 
Hours: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 1-5 p.m. Sunday. 

• Art From the Solitude of O’Neill’s Tao House
Danville Fine Arts Gallery, 233 Front St., Danville; 
Sept. 9-Oct. 2 
Hours: noon-5 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday. 

• Rakestraw Books, 409 Railroad Ave., Danville; Sept. 19-Oct. 1

To learn more about these events, go to http://www.euge-
neoneill.org/index.htm. Join your neighbors and guests from
around the country as they celebrate Eugene O’Neill’s life
and work.

—B. Lynn Goodwin

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Worker installs the “veil” part of the commemorative to playwright
Eugene O’Neill in Front Street Park, which contains a quote from his
autobiographical masterpiece, “Long Day’s Journey Into Night.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EUGENE O’NEILL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

a private couple who led a quiet life in the cool, dark rooms,
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by Casey Reivich

Whether their mothers were quilters or
they took up the craft on their own, the
members of the Diablo Valley Quilters all
share one thing in common: a true love of
quilting.

This weekend the group will be hosting
its annual Quilt Show. Admission is $6,
but for $1 people will have the opportuni-
ty to win the magnificent “Wreath of
Rose” quilt that members have been work-
ing on all year. There will also be a mem-
bers’ quilt market where the Diablo Valley
Quilters members get to exhibit and sell
their work plus a silent auction of quilts.
Sally Collins, a noted quilter and author,
will be the featured quilt artist at the show.

This is the 22nd annual Quilt Show for
the Diablo Valley Quilters and is its main
fundraiser. The guild was started in 1983
by local quilting legend Diana McClun,
who owned and operated the quilting store
Empty Spools in Alamo for eight years.
She discovered that many local quilters
wanted to exhibit their quilts and share
their work with others. 

“When you have a body of women with
the same interest there are a lot of oppor-
tunities,” said McClun. The guild has been
going strong ever since. It has grown from
its original 35 members to 200 members,
said member Dianne Barnett. 

Members gather once a month at the
Danville Congregational Church on San
Ramon Valley Boulevard. There is a
scheduled speaker at every meeting. 

“We hire speakers from all over the
country to come and share quilting tech-
niques and to show us their quilts,” said
Barnett.

Quilters come to quilting in many dif-
ferent ways. Whereas McClun grew up
with a grandmother and mother who quilt-
ed, Barnett’s mother did not own or know
how to operate a sewing machine. Her
mother grew up in a large Italian immi-
grant family, where all the clothes were
handmade.

“I think that generation may have had a
reaction against handmade things. They
wanted everything new. My mother does-
n’t sew. She has no interest in any of that,”
said Barnett. “Where my love of quilting
came from, I don’t know.”

Barnett became more serious about
quilting after she discovered McClun’s

shop, Empty Spools. She joined the
Diablo Valley Quilters in 1986.

Sharon Robertson, another member of
the Diablo Valley Quilters, had never had
a quilt or seen a quilt as a child. She
noticed, however, a resurgence of hand-
crafts like quilting in the late ’70s and
early ’80s.

“There was a nostalgia. There was just
an interest in those things that seem to dis-
appear from our setting, particularly in
California,” said Robertson.

It wasn’t until after she retired that
Robertson joined the group.

“I anticipated that I would miss the
socialization of the workplace,” said
Robertson. She noticed a small blurb in a

newspaper about a local guild and went to
her first Diablo Valley Quilters meeting. 

“That first meeting I met so many won-
derful women. They saw me when I
walked through the door like a deer in
headlights,” said Robertson. She was
hooked from that moment on.

“I took beginning classes at one of the
local quilt stores and now I can compete
with the best of them,” said Robertson.
Perhaps even more than the art form,
Robertson seems to appreciate the friends
she has made through quilting.

“I have met some of the nicest women
friends that I could ever hope to meet.
They are a very diverse group,” said
Robertson. “There is no average quilter.” 

Member Susan Taylor grew up with a
house full of women who sewed, and one
aunt in particular was an avid quilter.

“They would always gather together
around the quilting frame and quilt, and us
kids would play around there and climb
under the quilt,” said Taylor.

Despite her exposure, Taylor’s future as
a quilter initially didn’t look bright.

“I took sewing and home economics in
high school and I got a ‘D,’” she remem-
bered with good humor. It wasn’t until she
started taking quilting classes that she got
serious about quilting—and good. Now
Susan, who has been a member of the
guild for five years, both hand quilts and
machine quilts. 

Jane Lewis, who is also a member and is
the owner of the Quilter’s Inn on Railroad
Avenue in downtown Danville, remem-
bered that her love affair with quilting was
stop-and-go at first.  

“I tried to quilt when we lived in Atlanta
and they picked ‘Mariner’s Compass,’”
said Lewis, but the pattern did not appeal
to her. It wasn’t until Lewis moved back to
California that she took a serious interest
in quilting. Her cousin recommended she
take a quilting class, and she has been
devoted ever since. After a long day work-
ing hard at her quilt shop, Lewis relishes
going home and sewing. 

“I sew everyday. It’s relaxing. I go home
and sew an hour, sometimes only half an
hour. I turn on books on tape. I’m addict-
ed to both,” said Lewis. 

While quilts require hours of labor, pre-
cision and devotion, dedicated quilters feel

Quilt bonanza
What: Diablo Valley Quilter’s 22nd

annual Quilt Show
When: Saturday-Sunday, 

Sept. 24-25
Time: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday; 

10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday
Where: Charlotte Wood Middle

School, 600 El Capitan Drive,
Danville

Cost: $6 admission; $1 to enter
drawing for Opportunity Quilt

A
community

of
qui ters After 23 years, Diablo

Valley Quilters continue
to share love for 
an American art form

The beautiful 2005 “Wreath of Roses” quilt on display at Quilter’s Inn in downtown Danville. The quilt,
which took a year to make, will be given away at a drawing at the Diablo Valley Quilters annual quilt
show this weekend. The money raised will go toward the guild’s speaker series.

CASEY REIVICH

➤ Continued on page 20

CASEY REIVICH

Jane Lewis at her store, Quilter’s Inn, a resource for local quilters. Lewis
is also a member of the Diablo Valley Quilters.
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An Unfinished Life (PG-13) Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:25 a.m., 1:55, 4:35, 7:20,
9:40, Sat & Tues no show 9:40; Sat 10:05 p.m., Tues
10:20 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 12:10 p.m., 2:40,
5:10, 7:40, 10:15 p.m.

Broken Flowers  (R) CinéArts: Fri-Tues 11:55 a.m., 2:35, 5:00, 7:20,
9:40 p.m.

Charlie and the Chocolate Regal Imax Theaters: Fri-Tues 3:30 p.m.
Factory (PG)
Cry Wolf (PG-13) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:50, 5:05, 7:35,

9:50 p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:50 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:30 a.m., 1:45,
4, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 p.m.

Flightplan (PG-13) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:15, 4:40, 7:10,
9:35 p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:35 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:45 a.m., 12:30, 2:15, 3,
4:45, 5:35, 7:15, 8, 9:45, 10:30 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 12:15, 2:30, 4:50, 7:15,
9:50 p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:50 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:40 a.m., 12:40,
2:10, 3:10, 4:40, 5:40, 7:15, 8:15, 9:50, 10:45 p.m.

In Her Shoes (PG-13) Century 14: Sneak Preview Sat. 7:30 p.m.
Junebug (R) CinéArts: Fri-Tue 2:30, 7:10 p.m.
Just Like Heaven (PG-13) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:40, 5, 7:20 p.m.

Century 14: Fri-Tues 12, 1:15, 2:30, 3:45, 5, 6:15,
7:40, 8:50, 10 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 12:20, 2:40, 4:50, 7:10,
9:20 p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:20 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 12:05, 12:45, 2:30,
3:10, 4:55, 5:35, 7:25, 8:05, 9:55, 10:35
Vine Cinema: Fri-Sun 12, 2:20, 4:40, 7, 9:10 p.m.,
Fri no show 12 p.m.; Mon-Tues 2:20, 4:45, 7, 9 p.m.

Lord of War (R) Century 14: Fri-Tues 12:05, 4, 7, 10:05 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 12:50, 3:50, 6:45, 9:40
p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:40 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 1:05, 1:40, 4:35,
7:05, 7:35, 10:25 p.m.

Magnificent Desolation: Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 10:30 a.m., 11:45, 
Walking on the Moon 3-D (NR) 1, 2:15, 6, 7:15, 8:30, 9:45, 11 p.m.
March of the Penguins (G) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 4:55, 9:45, Sun-Tues

no show 9:45 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tue 11:55 a.m., 2, 4:40, 6:55, 9:10 p.m.
CinéArts: Fri-Tues 11:45 a.m., 1:45, 3:45, 5:45,
7:45, 9:45 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 12:25, 2:30, 4:45,
6:55, 9:05 p.m.

Proof (PG-13) Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:50 a.m., 2:35, 5:10, 7:50,
10:15 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11 a.m., 1:35,
4:10, 6:45, 9:20 p.m.

Red Eye (PG-13) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 3, 5:10, 7:25, 9:55
p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:55 p.m.

Roll Bounce (PG-13) Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:20 a.m., 2,
4:40, 7:20, 10 p.m.

Sky High (PG) Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:05, 4:35, 7:05,
9:30 p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:30 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri, Sun-Tues 11:35 a.m.,
2:05, 4:35, 7:10, 9:40 p.m.

The 40 Year Old Virgin (R) Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:40 a.m., 2:20, 4:55, 7:35,
10:10 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1:10, 4, 6:50, 9:45p.m.,
Sun-Tues no show 9:45 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:30 a.m., 2:05,
4:50, 7:45, 10:35 p.m.

The Aristocrats (NR) CinéArts: Fri-Tue 12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 7, 9:10 p.m.
The Brothers Grimm Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:10, 7 p.m.
(PG-13) Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 4:05, 10:05 p.m.

The Constant Gardener (R) Century 14: Fri-Tues 12:10, 3:20, 7:05, 9:55 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Sat 12:40, 3:30, 6:40, 9:30
p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:30 p.m
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 1, 4, 7, 10:05 p.m.

The Exorcism of Emily Rose Century 14: Fri-Tues 1:50, 4:25, 7:10, 9:50 p.m.
(PG-13) Hacienda: Fri-Tues 1:35, 4:25, 7:10, 9:55 p.m.

The Memory of a Killer (R) CinéArts: Fri-Tue 12, 4:45, 9:25 p.m.
Thumbsucker (R) CinéArts: Fri-Tues 11:50 a.m., 2:45, 5:05, 7:25,

9:50 p.m.
Tim Burton’s Corpse Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 3:20, 5:25, 7:30, 
Bride (PG) 9:35 p.m., Sun-Tues no show 9:35 p.m.

Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:30 a.m., 12:25, 1:30, 2:30,
3:30, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30, 8:30, 9:30, 10:30 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 p.m., Sun-
Tues no show 9 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 10:50 a.m., 12,
12:30, 1:10, 2:20, 2:50, 3:30, 4:30, 5:10, 5:50, 7,
7:30, 8:10, 9:20, 9:50, 10:30 p.m.
Vine Cinema: Fri-Sun 11:20 a.m., 1:15, 3:15, 5:15,
7:15, 9:15 p.m., Fri no show 11:20 a.m.; Mon-Tues
1:30 3:20, 5:15, 7:10, 8:55 p.m.

Transporter 2 (PG-13) Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 12:05, 2:35, 5,
7:25, 9:45 p.m.

Valiant (G) Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 10:30 a.m., 12:35,
2:40 p.m.

Wedding Crashers (R) Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:35, 2:25, 5:05, 7:45, 10:25
p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 4:45, 7:35, 10:25
p.m.

Winter is coming…Don’t be left out in the cold

Guaranteed lowest pricing on quality brands such as Empire
Pacific and Anlin, with no down payment required and a lifetime
guarantee.

Cal Enterprises is a Danville family-owned business with over
25 years experience: built on referrals from satisfied customers.
We provide construction and design 
recommendations and professional and 
reliable installation.

New Windows & Patio Doors:
• Improve the look and resale value
of your home.
• Protect your carpet, drapes and
furniture with high energy, double
strength and low E2 insulating glass.
• Reduce energy bills by retaining
more heat in the winter and keeping
the sun’s heat out in the summer.
PG&E rebates on these Energy Star
approved brands.

Cal Enterprises Construction

Call Dan Hernandez Today 
for a FREE Estimate

925.437.6899
contractor’s license # 395871

A T T H E  M O V I E S
Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.
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(they are really really good.)

LOCATIONS...so you can find us :)

THIS AD WAS PRODUCED IN BLACK AND WHITE 
FOR YOUR SAFETY.. WE WERE AFRAID IF 
WE RAN THE PICTURE
OF OUR CLASSIC 
NEW YORK DOG  
IN COLOR YOU WOULD 
HAVE ATTEMPTED TO 
EAT THE PAPER.

WE DON’T ENDORSE
EATING PAPER- 
ONLY DELICIOUS 
FOOD. WE HAVE LOTS 
OF THAT. OVER  22  TYPES OF
SAUSAGE, BURGERS, CHICKEN... AND MORE. SO COME IN. TODAY.  :)  

BRING THIS AD IN FOR 10%
OFF YOUR ORDER. 

(great food AND discounts... we rule.)

Country French Antiques to Contemorary • Interior Design

398 B Hartz Avenue . Downtown Danville . 925.837.1148
Fall hours: Monday-Saturday 10:30-6, or shopping by appointment

Sophie’s at Rue 137Sophie’s at Rue 137 . . . Clothing For Her

EDGY EUROPEAN BOUTIQUE FOR THE WOMAN . . . Size 0 - 16

“Next to Starbucks”

Blanque • Ivan Grundahl • Poles • Red Engine Jeans 
Babette • Mizono • Petit Pois • Zina

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Next Sunday is a chance to find
out the value of small antiques, art
and collectibles, at the third annual
Appraisal Event sponsored by the
Blackhawk Museum Guild. Bring
the items to Blackhawk Museum
where a panel of experts will ver-
bally make appraisals for a dona-
tion of $10 per item to benefit the
Museum’s Children’s Education
and Transportation Programs.

“People bring in antiques from
all over the Valley,” said Anita
Venezia, co-chairwoman and one
of the appraisers. “We have an
appraiser flying in from Denver, a
Native American specialist coming
from San Jose, and a coin and his-
toric document person from
Lafayette.”

“We give both the value and
other historic information we
know,” she added.

There will be specialists in rare

coins, historical documents and
autographs, jewelry, paintings and
sculpture, and American Indian
basketry and artifacts from Alaska
to Arizona.

Venezia is a general-line apprais-
er of furniture, silver, art glass and
pottery. “It is all right to bring in
photographs of furniture,” she said.
“I can extrapolate a lot of informa-
tion from a photograph.”

She said that people have had
pleasant surprises at appraisal
events.

“I’ve been doing this for a long
time and once we got a Tiffany
lamp,” she recalled. “The person
presumed it to be an ordinary lamp
and found out it was worth five fig-
ures.”

One time a $17 flea market pur-
chase turned out to be a $3,000
work of art. In another instance, a
piece of jewelry that had lan-
guished in the bottom of a drawer
for years turned out to be a 19th

century Russian Carl Faberge
worth $5,000.

“In many cases families are sur-
prised, because when something
sits in the living room for two gen-

erations, you get blasé about it,”
Venezia said.

The appraisal event is being
held from noon to 4 p.m., Sunday,
Oct. 2. ■

they get much in return.
“I like making something out of

nothing—to take scraps and make
something useful that will comfort
someone. That’s the part I enjoy,”
said Barnett. She has been
involved for the past two years in
fellow member Susan Gray’s
Blankie Project, which donates
handmade quilts to women with
breast cancer. In addition to the
Blankie Project, Barnett makes a
quilt every year to raise money for
her grandson’s school. 

Barnett also feels a sentimental
attachment to quilts. She believes
a fondness for quilts begins as a
child.

“Every children’s storybook
you read has a quilt on the bed. I
like the hominess, the sense of
stability that quilts have,” said
Barnett.

One would think Diana
McClun would want to hold on to
one of her beautiful quilts. But
she can’t wait to give them away.

“I like to make them and give
them. I don’t even care if they
have their dog sleep on it. I love
the inner satisfaction, the charity
of it,” said McClun. “I guess
maybe my soul needs that.”

Robertson, too, loves nothing
more than to give her quilts away.
She has given away all of them
except the first one she ever
made.

Despite all their combined
experience, these women believe
there is always more to learn.

“It’s become an art form. It’s
like art or music. There are infi-
nite possibilities,” said McClun. 

While steeped in tradition,
quilting continues to change.
There are several men who are
part of the Diablo Valley Quilters,
and there are many men who do
long arm machine quilting, said
McClun. To begin quilting, one
only needs needles, pins, sharp
scissors, a thimble, chalk marker
and a quilting frame or hoop.
And, of course, a sewing machine
for machine quilting.

Through their work and fellow-
ship, all of these local quilters are
keeping the tradition and love of
quilting alive. ■

Quilters
➤ Continued from page 18

What’s it worth?
Bring treasures to Blackhawk for appraisal next weekend

Treasures can be appraised next Sunday, Oct. 2, at the Blackhawk Museum Guild’s
Appraisal Event.
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Ajanta Swarnakar, M.D. 
& Denise M. Hilliard, M.D.

Dedicated to keeping 
you healthy

Accepting most HMO & PPO plans.
Same day appointments available
907 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Suite #104 • Danville • In the Victorians!

925.837.8320 • 925.837.1044

New Internal Medicine
Practice in Danville!
Specializing in:
• Women’s Health & Weight

Management

• Comprehensive Preventive Care
& Cardiovascular Screening

• Evidence Based Disease
Prevention & Health Promotion

• Private and Personalized 
Medical Care

A Wealth Management Philosophy With Your Best  Life  In Mind 

Please join us for a free seminar to share the EnvisionSM process available
exclusively from Wachovia Securities.  

Using an advanced simulation methodology, Envision analyzes the delicate
balance needed for you to move confidently toward your goals without
undue compromise to your lifestyle or unnecessary investment risk. Envision
is not a product, it’s a unique process.  

Date: Thursday, September 29, 2005 at Noon or
Wednesday, October 5, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.

Where: 9/29/05 Massimo’s – Walnut Creek, CA
10/05/05 Blackhawk Country Club – Danville, CA

Hosts: Brandon Day, Vice President – Investment Officer
Noha Schulze, Associate Vice President – Investment Officer,
Certified Retirement Specialist

You are welcome to bring a friend, but space is limited — so reserve your seat today
by calling Gena DeMartini at 925-746-7240.

We invite you to Envision tomorrow, Today

IMPORTANT: The projections or other information generated by Envision regarding the likelihood of various investment outcomes are hypotheti-
cal in nature, do not reflect actual investment results and are not guarantees of future results. Results may vary with each use and over time.
Unlike financial planning, Envision does not include a detailed analysis of insurance, real estate investment or savings strategies. It also does
not cover estate and tax planning.

ENVISION METHODOLOGY, SELECTION CRITERIA & KEY ASSUMPTIONS 
Envisions’ simulation model incorporates assumptions on inflation, financial market returns and the potential relationship between these vari-
ables based on an analysis of historical data. Using Monte Carlo simulation and data provided by the Center for Research in Securities Pricing,
Envision simulates 1,000 different potential outcomes over a lifetime of investing. The varying historical risk, return, and correlation between
the assets is based on indexes over several market cycles. If the indexes do not provide sufficient historical data to gauge asset class perform-
ance, we may use the performance statistics of related asset classes.
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P U R P O S E F U L L I V I N G

Epicure
B Y  J A C Q U I  L O V E  M A R S H A L L

It’s back-to-school time and par-
ents are focused on helping
their kids shift into high gear

with good study and homework
habits. Similarly, after a summer of
fast foods, vacations and other
kinds of casual dining, moms and
dads are hoping to steer their kids’
summer eating regimens back into
reasonable ranges. Indeed, ener-
getic study and healthy diet go
hand in hand.

Believe me, I know the drill.
Decades ago, as a divorced mother
of three kids eating as vegetarians,
my kids thought the terms “snack”
and “organic” were oxymoronic.
They (and their lunch box con-
tents) went through many days as
the objects of school cafeteria
humiliation. Their classmates did-
n’t have much respect for chickpea
meatloaf, seaweed chips and tofu
sandwiches. They even scoffed at
trail mix with homemade yogurt
and “ants on a log”—celery sticks
stuffed with peanut butter. Much to
their chagrin, my children could
rarely negotiate a trade for the food
they really salivated for. It was
only after college that my oldest
son confessed that he and his sib-
lings regularly got themselves
invited to their friends’ homes for
sleepovers just so they could dine
on hotdogs, processed cheese
slices and drinks with Red Dye No.
2. I thought they were just very
popular.

But forget vegetarians for now.
Even for families that choose tradi-
tional but health-conscious diets,
preparing lunches and snacks that
are nutritional and fun is an ongo-
ing challenge. In a world where the
most precious commodity is time,
it’s hard to pack an appetizing
lunch or stock a variety of after-
school snacks without relying on
pre-packaged snack foods. And if
you’re lucky enough to have a
picky eater in your household,
snack-making is even more daunt-
ing. So, what’s a parent to do?

In addition to the tips I’ve com-
piled in the box, here are some
healthy lunch/afternoon snacks
you can re-package yourself ... or
let the kids make the combos they
want:
• Microwave small bags of pop-
corn. Mix with dried cranberries or
raisins.
• Kids love to dip! Enhance those
carrot and celery sticks by includ-
ing small containers of a “special
sauce” for dipping. Special sauce
is 1/4 cup low-fat mayo or plain
yogurt mixed with a little salsa.
Works great with fresh cherry
tomatoes, too.
• Include a “dipping” sauce of
caramel or chocolate ice cream
topping with slices of peaches,
apples, strawberries, etc.
• Enhance containers of fruit

yogurt by adding your own fresh
fruit chunks; enhance pudding
cups by adding fresh pineapple
chunks, licorice pieces, blueber-
ries, etc.
• Send a plastic bowl of his/her
favorite cereal, along with a small
carton of milk and a banana. Two
healthy breakfasts are better than
one lousy lunch.
• Mix fresh nuts with pretzel
nuggets or M&M’s, with emphasis
on the nuts. Keep the mix in a large
jar on your kitchen counter for the
after-school “munchies.”
• Blend his/her favorite fruit
smoothie, transfer to emptied mini-
water bottles and freeze. The melt-
ing time usually works great for
lunch or after-homework snacks.
• Kids love bite-sized treats. Make
mini-portions of hamburgers and
hot dogs using dinner buns, meat-
balls, party franks, etc. Add condi-
ments. Use for lunches or freeze
for afternoon snacks that the kids
can warm in the toaster oven or
microwave.
• Kids love frozen treats! Freeze
grapes, berries, peaches, pears,
etc., for cold snacks. Freeze
bananas rolled in yogurt and nuts.

Whatever you do to create
wholesome snacks, try to remem-
ber you were a kid once. Make
them special, make them fun!

Jacqui Love Marshall lives in
Danville with her vintage car-lov-

ing husband, two pugs and
binders of recipes.

Afternoon delights:
kids’ snacks

Kids’ snacks: tips 
and teasers

• When kids burst into the
house after school or from play,
they grab the first thing they can.
Create a snack “zone.” Dedicate a
cabinet or refrigerator shelf to a
variety of homemade munchies
that you feel good about.
Establish permission to snack
from that zone any time.

• Let them make it their way
for a week. Go shopping with
your kids to purchase healthy
ingredients, then let them com-
bine them for sandwiches,
snacks, drinks, etc. After a week,
they’ll be glad to return the duties
to you.

• Ask your kids what snacks
they envy that other kids bring. If
it’s a decent alternative, buy it. If
it’s not, try creating your own
healthy version of the same
snack.

• When you serve a dish your
child really likes, save or freeze a
bit for serving as a lunch “side”
or afternoon snack that week. 
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Calendar
W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Art
Art in the Park
The Alamo Danville Artists’ Society &
the town of Danville will present its
seventh annual Art in the Park from 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 1, and
Sunday, Oct. 2, on Front Street (next
to the Library and Community Center).
Benefits Art in the Schools Program.
Admission is free.
Fine Art & Fine Craft Show
The 20th annual Alamo Fall Art & Craft
Show will take place from 10 a.m.-6
p.m., Friday and Saturday, Sept. 30
and Oct. 1; and 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Sunday, Oct. 2, at the Alamo Plaza
Shopping Center.
Impressionist an 
Expressionist Art
Artist Sandra L. Mortimore will dis-
play her oil paintings from 9 a.m.-5
p.m. weekdays, mid-September to
mid-November, at the Danville Town
offices, 510 La Gonda Way.
Impressionistic and Realistic 
Art Display
Artist Gayle Muehring will display her
paintings from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., week-
days, mid-September to mid-
November, at the Muir Primary
Family Care Center, 1455 Montego,
Walnut Creek.

Auditions
S.T.A.G.E. Troup Auditions
North Pole Revue—2005. Be part of
this hilarious musical holiday song and
dance production. Shows are Dec. 9-
18. Auditions are open to grades 5
through college. Prepare a two-minute
upbeat song and be ready to move.
Saturday, Oct. 1, 11 a.m., noon, 1
p.m. and 2 p.m. Monday, Oct. 3, 4
p.m. and 5 p.m., at the Winslow
Center, 2590 Pleasant Hill Road. Call
for appointment, 682-0896.

Book Clubs/
Readings
Library Book Discussions
The Book Discussion Group will
resume meeting Thursday, Sept. 8,
to discuss what members have read
over the summer and to choose
books for December and 2006. In
October the selection is
“Housekeeping” by Marilynne
Robinson; in November it is “Will in
the World,” by Stephen Greenbelt, a
non-fiction book that explores 16th
Century England and what enabled
Shakespeare to become
Shakespeare. The discussion group
meets at 11 a.m. the second
Thursday of every month from
September through May at the Mt.
Diablo room of the library. Everyone
is welcome.

Civic Meetings
Danville Parks and Leisure
Services Commission
The Commission meets regularly on
the second Wednesday of every
month at 7 p.m. in the Town Meeting
Hall, 201 Front St.
Danville Planning 
Commission
The Commission meets regularly on
the second and fourth Tuesday of
every month at 7:30 p.m. in the Town
Meeting Hall, 201 Front St. 
Town Council Meeting
The Danville Town Council meets on
the first and third Tuesdays of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Town
Meeting Hall, 201 Front St. 

Class
Reunions
Greenbrook Mother’s Group
The Greenbrook Mother’s Group
invites all alumni of the Greenbrook
Babysitting co-op to join them at 6:30
p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, at the
Greenbrook Clubhouse to celebrate
past, present and future members.
The cost is $15 per person or $30 per
couple, which includes appetizers,
desserts, wines and fun drinks. For
information, call Kelly Hales at 552-
8149 or e-mail rchales@juno.com.

Classes
Divorce Recovery
A safe environment for those going
through divorce to explore ways of
moving toward wholeness. The class is
from 6-7:30 p.m., Tuesdays, Sept. 27-
Nov. 15, at Community Presbyterian
Counseling Center, 375 Diablo Road,
Suite 109, and facilitated by Pat Powell,
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist.
Cost is $240. To register, call 820-1467
or visit www.cpccounseling.com.
Effective Preschool Parenting
Understand your children and make
the most out of those critical years.
The class is from 6:30-8 p.m.,
Thursdays, Sept. 22-Oct. 27, at
Community Presbyterian Church, 222
W. El Pintado, Room 200. The class
will be taught by Bonnie Summers,
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist.
Cost is $160/individual, $210/couple.
To register, call 820-1467 or visit
www.cpccounseling.com.
Pencil Sketching
Danville Fine Arts Gallery, 233 Front
St., offers a Pencil Sketching class
from 10 a.m.-noon,Tuesdays, for
beginners-intermediates. Michael Yen
is the instructor. Classes are ongoing.
Fee is $84 for four weeks. For infor-
mation, call 838-1959.

People, Pets and Wildlife Portraits
Classes
Danville Fine Arts Gallery, 233 Front
St., offers a People, Pets and Wildlife
Portraits class on Thursdays for all
levels. Beth Batchelor is the instructor.
Classes are ongoing. Fee is $30 per
class or $100 for four weeks. For
information, call Beth at 837-5654.
The Art of Drawing
Danville Fine Arts Gallery, 233 Front
St., offers the Art of Drawing class
from 6-8 p.m., Fridays, for all levels.
Ron Norman is the instructor. Classes
are ongoing. Fee is $140 for eight
weeks. For start dates, call 838-1959.

Clubs
Alamo Women’s Club Luncheon
The Alamo Women’s Club is hosting
their September luncheon, at 12 noon,
Wednesday, Sept. 28, at the Alamo
Women’s Club, 1401 Danville Blvd.,
Alamo. Guest speaker is KTVU news
anchor, Mark Curtis. For reservations,
call Barbara Stevens, 837-2171.
Brass Era Cars
Blackhawk Museum presents Brass
Era Cars in collaboration with the
Horseless Carriage Club of America-
NorCal Chapter, from 10:30 a.m.-noon,
Saturday, Sept. 24, at 3700 Blackhawk
Plaza Circle. Several HCCA member
cars will be on exhibition in front of the
museum and the museum’s docents
will tour the Brass Era cars.
California Writers Club, Mt. Diablo
Branch
The California Writers Club will host a
workshop and luncheon featuring
mystery writer Margaret Lucke, at 9
a.m. for workshop, and 11:30 p.m. for
lunch, Saturday, Oct. 8, at Hungry
Hunter, 3201 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. Lunch is $17 CWC mem-
bers, $20 non-members, and work-
shop is $25 CWC member, $30 non-
members. At the workshop, Margaret
will teach short story writing and share
mystery writing secrets. For luncheon 
reservations, call 881-8929 or e-mail

Legendary ‘Year of the Cat’
Composer—Al Stewart

The Wesley Center and Community Concerts team up to develop
the professional Music in Alamo at the Wesley Center Series. Al
Stewart, composer of “Year of the Cat” and “Time Passages” will be
performing at 8 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, at the Wesley Center, 902
Danville Blvd., Alamo. Call Community Concerts, 229-2710, for
more information.

W E E K E N D  P R E V I E W

Alamo Plaza . Alamo . 837-1234

coffee • tea • freeze blends • baked goods • panini

...inspired by the poetry of life.

As a local resident, it’s cool to support a locally owned
business that competes with the popular corporate
chains. I find the coffee at Yellow Wood to be superb; the
sandwiches are absolutely delicious; there is plenty 
of room to sit and visit, read the paper or get some work
done on my lap top (free hot spot!) Yellow Wood is just 
a great place to hang out!” —Nick Vleisides, Pastor, 

Creekside Community Church

Morgan Stanley Retirement Planning

Finally. A seminar 
as valuable as your time.

A free seminar on retirement planning 
from Morgan Stanley.

Learn how to protect your nest egg, handle distributions,
cut taxes and roll over a 401(k).
Wednesday, October 05, 2005, 6:00 p.m.
Seminar Location:
Crow Canyon Country Club
711 Silver Lake Drive
Danville, CA 94526
Speaker:
Corey Silva,
Regional Vice President MFS Investment Management
Space is limited. Call for your reservation today.
R.S.V.P. to Edie Montgomery 925-463-6636

The Yount Erwin Group

Greg Yount, Rich Erwin, Tom Davis

Financial Advisors

925 463 0185

6140 Stoneridge Mall Road Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA, 94588 

Tax laws are complex and subject to change. The information in this seminar is based upon current federal tax rules in
effect at the time it was written. Morgan Stanley and its Financial Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. Clients
should always check with their tax or legal advisor before engaging in any transactions involving IRAs or other tax-
advantaged investments. Investments and services are offered through Morgan Stanley DW Inc., member SIPC. Morgan
Stanley and One Client At A Time are service marks of Morgan Stanley. ©2005 Morgan Stanley RET-03(s)C 5/05



Danville Weekly • September 23, 2005 • Page 23

C A L E N D A R

camille@minichino.com. For workshop,
mail check to CWC, P.O. Box 606,
Alamo 94507. Questions call, 283-
3024 or email textract@comcast.net.
Country Western Dance Club
When do the Country Hustlers dance
in Danville? From 8-11 p.m.,
Saturday, Sept. 24 at the Danville
Veteran’s Hall at 400 Hartz Ave.;
Friday, Nov. 11, and Saturday, Nov.
26, at the Danville Grange Hall at
743 Diablo Blvd.; and Saturday, Dec.
10, at the Danville Veteran’s Hall.
Admission is $9 for guests, $7 for
members, and $5 for senior mem-
bers. For information, visit the Web
site at
www.countryhustlers.com/when-
wedance.htm
eWomen Network Accelerated
Networking Luncheon
The eWomen Network holds its
monthly accelerated networking
luncheon from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.,
the second Thursday, at the Crow
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver
Lake Drive, Danville. Contact Claire
at 648-3105 or
clairesheperdson@ewomennetwork.c
om.
Honda Riders’ Club of America
Members’ motorcycles will be dis-
played on Blackhawk Plaza from 11
a.m.-2 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 25. For
information, contact your local HRCA
Chapter Dealer or call the HRCA at
(310) 785-3955. 
Kiwanis San Ramon Valley
The San Ramon Valley Kiwanis
meets from noon-1:30 p.m. every
Thursday, at Mudds Restaurant in
San Ramon. Meeting includes a
guest speaker and lunch. For infor-
mation, visit its Web site at
www.kiwanis-srv.org. 
Mt. Diablo Genealogical Society
The society meets from 1:15-3 p.m.,
the third Thursday of every month
except August, at the California
Savings Building, Rossmoor Shopping
Center, Tice Valley Blvd. and
Rossmoor Parkway, Walnut Creek.
Guest speakers are at each meeting.
Mt. Diablo Macintosh Users Group
Get questions answered, solutions for
problems, share experiences and
explore new Mac developments. Club
meets at 7:30 p.m., the third Monday
of every month, at the Alamo Safeway
Community Room. For information,
call 837-1111 or 829-5501.
Newcomers ‘Get Acquainted
Coffee’
The San Ramon Valley Newcomers
Club invites prospective members to
join them for their Get Acquainted
Coffee from 10 a.m.-noon,
Wednesday, Sept. 28. Come meet the
members and learn about their vari-
ous activities. For information, call
Audrey at 244-1492.
Porsche Club of America, Diablo
Region
This club is for owners and enthusi-
asts of all Porsches. It meets at 8
a.m., every Saturday for breakfast at
Denny’s, 803 Camino Ramon,
Danville. For information, visit
www.pca.org/dia.
San Ramon Valley Genealogical
Society
The society meets at 10 a.m., every
third Tuesday of the month, except
August and December, at the LDS
Church, 2449 Stone Valley Road.
Guest speaker at every meeting. All
welcome. For information, call Ed at
299-0881.
San Ramon Valley Newcomers
Club
San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club
invites members and guests to its
monthly luncheon at 11:30 a.m.,
Thursday, Oct. 20, at Cafe Esin in San
Ramon. Enjoy lunch while Chef Esin
de Carion demonstrates how to pre-
pare his famous Chocolate Hazelnut
Torte. For information, call Mickey at
803-2918.
San Ramon Valley Newcomers
Club
San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club
invites members and guests to join
its Gad Abouts, leaving San Ramon
at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, Oct. 27, and
traveling to Santa Rosa to the
Charles Schultz Museum with lunch
at the Warm Puppy. For information,
contact Marian at 828-8195.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers
Club
The San Ramon Valley Newcomers
Club Hiking Group invites prospective
members to join as they explore East
Bay Regional Pa rks. The group
meets at 8:30 a.m., every Friday.
Hikes are usually two hours and within
30 minutes of San Ramon. For infor-
mation, call Sharon at 735-8960.
San Ramon Valley Rotary Club
This club meets for dinner at 7 p.m.,
each Wednesday, at the Crow
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver
Lake Drive, Danville. Guests are wel-
come. The club offers a great way to
make new friends while making a dif-
ference in your community. Call Bill
at 838-9110.

Events
Annual Animal Lover’s Boutique
The sixth annual Animal Lover’s
Boutique in support of the Valley
Humane Society’s “Just Like New
Fund “ will be 4-9 p.m., Thursday,
Nov. 3; 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Friday, Nov. 4;
and 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 5,
at 4510 Entrada Ct. (off Neal St.),
Pleasanton. Purrfect gifts for animal
loving friends, kids, grandkids, co-
workers and pets. For information, call
426-8656.
Antique Roadshow—Appraisal
Event
The Blackhawk Museum Guild is
sponsoring an Antique Roadshow
type Appraisal Event from noon -4
p.m., Sunday, Oct. 2, at the
Blackhawk Museum, 3700 Blackhawk
Plaza Circle. Bring small antiques, art
and collectibles to be verbally
appraised by expert appriasers for a
donation of $10 per item. For informa-
tion, call Anita Venezia, Appraiser
(964-9999) or Joyce Tucker, Guild
Program Chairperson (736-9393).
Donations contribute to the Museum’s
Children’s Education and
Transportation Fund.
Blessing of the Animals
San Damiano Retreat Center, 710
Highland Drive, will hold its annual
Blessing of the Animals at 2 p.m.,
Saturday, Oct. 1. Bring four-legged
and feathered friends to receive a
blessing in the Franciscan spirit. For
information, call 837-9141.
Brass Era Cars
Blackhawk Museum presents Brass
Era Cars in colloboration with the
Horseless Carriage Club of
America—NorCal Chapter from 10:30
a.m.-noon, Saturday, Sept. 24.
Members of the HCCA will discuss
some of the great horseless carriages
from the Brass Era. Museum’s
docents will tour the Brass Era cars
inside the Museum after the presen-
tation. For information, contact Jon
Hart at 736-2277, ext. 248.
Bridges, Hawaiian style
Bridges Restaurant is bridging
together with Los Cerros for its
annual Los Cerros Evening Out. This
casual, social gathering is from 6-10
p.m., Thursday, Oct. 6, at Bridges
Restaurant, 44 Church St., with
heavy appetizers, wine tasting, mar-
tini bar, and a beer bar. One guest
will win a parking spot for the school
year. The cost is $100 per person to
benefit Los Cerros technology and
library. Space is limited. RSVP to
Caroline at 989-1813 or e-mail
LCBridgesEvent@hotmail.com.
Danville d’Elegance Auto Show
Discover Danville Association and the
Parkinson’s Institute, are sponsoring a
fine and speciality auto show benefit-
ing the Parkinson’s Institute, from
noon-5 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 16, on
Hartz Avenue, from Prospect Avenue
to Church Street.
Discovery Counseling Golf Classic
The Discovery Counseling Center of
the San Ramon Valley announces its
sixth annual Golf Classic charity golf
tournament on Monday, Sept. 26, at
Bridges Golf Club in San Ramon. For
registration information, call 837-0505.
Docent-led Tour of the Blackhawk
Museum
Blackhawk Museum sponsors a
docent-led tour of the museum’s
Renowned Exhibitions at 2 p.m., every
Saturday and Sunday. The tour is free

with admission. For information, call
736-2280.
Green Valley Fall Festival
Green Valley Elementary School Fall
Festival is from 4-8 p.m., Friday, Oct.
14, at 1001 Diablo Road, Danville.
Family fun includes carnival games,
yummy food, giant slide, rock climbing
wall, DJ and Karoake contest, pump-
kin and scarecrow decorating contest
and great prizes. Call Amy Phillips
413-7901, for details. Volunteers
needed.
Green Valley School Crab Feed
The Green Valley Elementery School
Crab Feed begins at 6:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 28, at Veterans
Memorial Hall, 400 Hartz Ave.
Suggested donation, $100 per per-
son, will go through the Green Valley
PTA, to Katrina Relief. For information
call Amy Phillips at 837-5487.
KKIQ Halloween Party
That Old Blackhawk Magic:KKIQ
Halloween Party for ages 21 and
over takes place from 8 p.m.-mid-
night, Friday, Oct. 28, at the
Blackhawk Museum. There’ll be a
DJ, dancing, cocktails, finger foods,
costume contests and prizes. When
the sun goes down and the moon is
overhead, the creatures will come
out to play at the Blackhawk
Museum! Event is free with paid
admission. (Museum members free.)
Call 736-2280 or visit www.black-
hawkmuseum.org.
Let’s Make Magic for Hospice
Purchase tickets for a wonderful
evening of magic and illusion at
Hospice of Contra Costa Foundation’s
“Let’s make Magic” gala, from 6 p.m.-
midnight, Saturday, Oct. 29, at the
Blackhawk Country Club. Doug
McConnell, of KRON4 Bay Area
Backroads, will be the Master of
Ceremonies, hosting a silent and live
auction, dinner, cocktails and dancing.
Tickets are $150 per person. For
information or to make a reservation,
call Cyndie Harrison at 887-5676 or
visit www.hospicecc.org.
Primo’s Run for Education
Primo’s Pizza & Pasta sponsors
Primo’s Run for Education, benefiting
the San Ramon Valley Education
Foundation, on Sunday, Oct. 9.
Register for this 5K and 1/2 Marathon
run by visiting www.primosrun.com.
Save money with an early registration,
deadline Sept. 15. Online registration
closes Oct. 5.
Splendor in the Park
Friends of the Danville Library are pre-
senting the First Wednesday at the
Library program, “Splendor in the
Park,” a free slide tour presentation of
the new de Young Museum in Golden
Gate Park (opens in October), at 1
p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 5, in the Mt.
Diablo Room in the Danville Library,
400 Front St. For information call
Carole Stevenson-Byers at 837-1293.

Fundraisers
Quilt Drawing for Hospice
“Hearts of Hospice” is the name
given to a spectacular double-bed
size quilt that features 70 large
“ragged” hearts set on a mixed off-
white background and has been pro-
fessionally machine quilted. Tickets
are $10 each or three for $20. The
winning ticket wil be drawn at the
Hospice of Contra Costa
Foundation’s annual auction and gala
at Blackhawk Country Club on Oct.
29. Make checks payable to Hospice
of Contra Costa Foundation, 3470
Buskirk Ave., Pleasant Hill 94523.
You need not be present to win.
Proceeds go directly to the Hospice
of Contra Costa Foundation, benefit-
ing Hospice and Palliative Care of
Contra Costa.
Twin Valley Mothers of Twins
Fundraiser
The Twin Valley Mothers of Twins
Club, is hosting its semi-annual sale of
children’s clothes, furniture, toys,
books, etc., from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Saturday, Oct. 8, at The Barn, 3131
Pacific Ave., Livermore. This fundrais-
ing activity helps support the club’s
philanthropic efforts.  Fee is $1. For
information, call 736-4641 or email
crzyladycarole@aol.com.

1/2
Price
Wine

Enjoy a bottle or glass of wine at

2410 San Ramon Valley Boulevard, San Ramon 925-838-5678

Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts; excludes
dining parties of 8 or more. Dine in only — no takeout. Each diner
must purchase an entree. Valid for most wines, however a few winery
allocated wines are not included in this offer. Drink responsibly and
have a designated driver. Must be 21 years of age w/valid ID. Expires
10/31/05. DW

1/2 price
with lunch or dinner



Health
‘Ask the Doctor’ discusses
women’s health
Women’s health will be discussed on
Ask the Doctor, a call-in TV show, air-
ing live from 6:30-7:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Oct. 5. The phone-in edu-
cational program is co-sponsored by
San Ramon Regional Medical Center
and Contra Costa Health Services.
The live call-in number is 313-1190. E-
mail questions to askthedoctor@con-
tracostatv.org or fax 313-1185.
Brain Tumor Caregivers’ Workshop
The Michael Dunbar Family Charitable
Foundation, a nonprofit foundation for
awareness and research in the fight
against brain cancer, is hosting a
comprehensive one-day workshop
retreat for brain tumor caregivers from
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 20,
in Walnut Creek. Continental breakfast
and lunch included. This event is free
to those caring for a loved one with a
brain tumor. Advanced registration is
required by calling 819-2249 or e-
mail, DunbarFoundation@yahoo.com.
For more information, visit www.dun-
barcharitablefund.com.
National Depression Screening Day
Depression is much more than a set
of feelings. It’s a whole body illness.
Learn more about depression, bipolar
disorder, anxiety, and signs of suicide
at the free screening, from 9 a.m.-5
p.m., (or by appointment), Thursday,
Oct. 6 at the Community Presbyterian
Counseling Center, 375 Diablo Road,
Suite 109, Danville.  For information
call 820-1467.

Holiday
Holiday Cooking and Baking Class
Great tasting, gluten free, holiday
cooking and baking class featuring
cookbook author of “The Wheat Free
Kitchen” Jacqueline Mallorca will take
place from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.,

Saturday, Nov. 12, at Camp Arroyo,
5555 Arroyo Road, Livermore.  Enjoy
a delicious gluten free continental
breakfast and lunch. There is a non-
refundable fee of $50 per person and
space is limited. Contact Elaine Taylor,
575-1640, or e-mail
etaylor331@aol.com.

Kids & Teens
Battle of the Bands competition
St. Raymond Catholic Church, Dublin,
announces the second annual youth
“Battle of the Bands” competition from
2-4 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 9, at St.
Raymond Octoberfest Fall Festival
(Bandstand), 11555 Shannon Avenue,
Dublin. No admission fee for specta-
tors. For information, call 828-2460 or
visit ccbmartin@sbcglobal.net.
New SAT Strategy Session
A free strategy session on taking the
new SAT college entrance exam and
getting into the college of your choice
will be presented by the professionals
from the Princeton Review from 6-
7:30 p.m.,Thursday, Sept. 29, at the
Danville Library, Mt. Diablo Room.
Seats are limited and registration is
required. Reserve your spot at the
Danville Library Information Desk or
call 837-4889.
Pure Girls opens in Pleasanton
Pure Girls, which offers products and
services for girls from 7-14 years of
age, will open at 660 Main St.,
Pleasanton, Saturday, Sept. 24. In
October, Pure Girls will sell selected
merchandise to raise money to fight
breast cancer. In November and
December, girls can donate new and
gently-used dolls for victims of
Hurricane Katrina. For information,
contact Tracy Hazzard at 485-4380 or
tracy@puregirlsclub.com.
Street Smarts Skate Nights is back
San Ramon and the Golden Skate are
co-sponsoring Street Smarts Skate
Nights, from 6:30-9 p.m., the third
Wednesday of each month starting

Sept. 21 and ending May 17 at the
Golden Skate, 2701 Hooper Drive,
San Ramon. Come and start a season
of fun, prizes and learn about traffic
safety. For information, call Darlene
Amaral at 973-2655.

Miscellaneous
Giant Book Sale
Friends of the Danville Library are spon-
soring a Giant Book Sale from 10 a.m.-
5 p.m., Friday, Oct. 14; 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Saturday, Oct. 15; and noon-3:30 p.m.,
Sunday, Oct. 16, in the Mt. Diablo
Room, Danville Library, 400 Front St.
Friends of the Danville Library, members
only, 9-10 a.m., Friday, Oct. 14.
Help Katrina’s animal victims
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue is accepting
animals left homeless in Katrina’s after-
math. Help is needed in housing these
animals until their owners are located
or it is determined that a new home is
needed. Minimum 45-day fostering
commitment. Medical exams, care,
food and supplies will be provided. For
information on fostering dogs, e-mail
Linea at atrescuelm@comcast.net. For
cats, call TVAR’s information line, 803-
7043, and leave a message. Donations
are also accepted at Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue, P.O. Box 11193, Pleasanton
94588, attention Katrina Victims.
Leku Eder’s Asian Antique Faire
Leku Eder is hosting an Asian Antique
Faire from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday,
Sept. 24, in the Danville Livery, 300
Sycamore Valley Road, West.

On Stage
Al Stewart, ‘Year of the Cat’
Composer
The legendary “Year of the Cat” com-
poser, Al Stewart, will be performing
at 8 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, at The
Wesley Center, 902 Danville Blvd.,
Alamo. General admission is $25
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You just need a special place, warm people and some wonderful food … Nothing compares to dining in Downtown Danville or Downtown Pleasanton.

Our success is a direct result of our customers demanding the best

680 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
925 • 417 • 5900

The

Basil Leaf Cafe
501 Hartz Avenue, Downtown Danville

925 • 831 • 2828

Paying too much 
at the gas pump?

Now through November 30th

A complimentary bottle 
of wine with dinner is yours

Parties of two or more*

*with $59 minimum food purchase per couple

Choice of:

• La Crema
Chardonnay

• Coppola
Cabernet

• Meridian
Pinot Grigio

• Robert Mondavi
Sangiovese

• Trinchero Merlot

• Placido ChiantiExp 11-30-05

Herbalife independent Distributor
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I’ll show you how. Call me today!

Paula Russ
925-736-9103



advance purchase, $30 at the door,
and Gold circle is $35 (Sr./Child 10%
discount). For information call 229-
2710 or visit www.communitycon-
certs.com. Free on-site childcare is
available for children 4 and up. Make
child-care reservations at 837-5243.
‘Miss Saigon’
The Diablo Light Opera Company
presents “Miss Saigon,” Sept. 2-Oct.
1, at the Hofmann Theatre, Dean
Lesher Regional Center for the Arts,
1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. For
tickets, call 943-7469
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
Join in on the hootin’ and hollerin’ when
local youths present the musical come-
dy, “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers,”
at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday-Saturday,
Nov. 2-5, at the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, 655 Old Orchard
Drive. Admission is free, space is limit-
ed. For tickets, call 838-1768.

Seniors
Danville Senior Citizens Club
The club meets from 9:45 a.m.-2 p.m.,
every Monday at the Danville Veterans’
Memorial Hall, 400 Hartz Ave., for line
dancing exercise, bingo, mah jong and
more. Membership is just $9 a year.
Call Fran Britt at 743-4026.
Danville Senior Sneakers Fall
Festival
Danville’s Senior Sneakers program is
a great way for seniors to make new
friends and get out and around the
greater Bay Area. Interested seniors
may pick up a copy of the Silver
Streak newsletter for trip details and a
registration form at the Danville
Community Center, 420 Front St., or
call 314-3476. A few of the trips being
planned are Stanislaus River Rafting,
Sept. 28; A Day in Tiburon, Oct. 6;
Shall We Dance..on Ice!, Oct. 9; Talk
to the Animals, Oct. 20; Ghost Walk
at Old Monterey, Oct. 27; Jewels of
Stockton, Nov. 8; Dessert and Disney,
Nov. 18; Senior Holiday Luncheon,
Dec. 2; Alameda Holiday Home Tour,
Dec. 10; and The Colors of
Christmas, Dec. 13.

Spiritual
‘Spiritual Connection Between
Love and Healing’
Margaret Rogers, member of the
Christian Science Board of
Lectureship, will speak about how
understanding your relationship to
God, divine Love, can bring physical
healing and remove fear, guilt and
resentment. This free talk is at 7:30
p.m., Monday, Oct. 3, at the Town
Meeting Hall, 201 Front St. All are wel-
come. For information, call 330-8955
or visit www.danvillespirituality.com.

Sports
Adult open gym basketball
Danville Parks and Recreation
Department holds drop-in basketball
year-round at the Los Cerros Middle
School, 968 Blemer Road, for ages
18 and over. Drop-in times are 7:30-9
a.m., Saturdays. Bring your own ball.
Cost is $3 for residents, $5 for non-
residents. Call 314-3400.
Danville Tennis Club
The Danville Tennis Club meets 6:30-9
p.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays; and 9-11 a.m., Saturdays
for drop-in tennis at San Ramon Valley
High School. This free co-ed club pro-
vides play for 4.0 to 5.0 and very strong
3.5 level players. See information at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/danvil-
letennisclub.

Support
Groups
American Chronic Pain
Association
The ACPA group meets from 11a.m.-
1p.m. every second and fourth
Monday at the Community
Presbyterian Church Library at 222

W. El Pintado Road. For information
call Kathie at 930-0524 or Emily at
831-3279.
Bipolar Support Group
The Tri-Valley Support Group pro-
vides free peer support for people
with mood disorders. It meets from
7:15-8:45 p.m., every Wednesday at
St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton. Call
560-0842.
Breast Cancer Support Group
This is a staff-facilitated support
group for women with breast cancer.
It meets at 6:30 p.m., the first
Wednesday of each month at the
San Ramon Regional Medical Center,
7777 Norris Canyon Road, in the
West Day Room of the South
Building. Call Lisa Peguese at 
275-8414.
Cancer Support Groups
Free support, education and stress
management for cancer patients and
their loved ones, including general
support groups for all types of can-
cer patients as well as cancer specif-
ic groups for breast cancer, colorec-
tal cancer, ovarian cancer, lung can-
cer, prostate cancer, brain tumor,
support groups for caregivers and
life after cancer. Groups meet at the
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt
Ave., Walnut Creek. For times and
days, call 933-0107.
ClutterLess (CL) Self Help Group
Is clutter stressing you out?
Cluttering is a psychological issue,
not just an organizing issue.
Meetings are from 7-8:30 p.m.,
Mondays (except holidays), at the
Pleasanton Presbyterian Church,
Room 7, 4300 Mirador Drive,
Pleasanton. For information, call
426-5311.
Danville TOPS
The Danville chapter of Take Off
Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) meets at 9
a.m., every Tuesday at St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church, 1550 Diablo Road.
Call Bob Blendow at 935-9344 or
Rosemarie at 838-7870
Fibromyalgia/Pain
The San Ramon Valley Fibromyalgia
and Chronic Pain Support Group
meets from 7-9 p.m., every other
Monday in Danville. Call Denise for
location and information at 
837-0510.
Overeaters Anonymous
The group offers a 12-step approach
to issues around food, overeating,
anorexia and bulemia. It meets from
7-8 p.m., every Tuesday at the
Danville Congregational Church, 989
San Ramon Valley Blvd. No fees. Call
Susie at 275-1391.
PFLAG
The Danville/San Ramon Valley
Chapter of Parents Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(PFLAG) is a support group that
meets at 7:30 p.m., every third
Monday at the Danville Congregational
Church, 989 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Call 831-8172.

Volunteering
Alzheimer’s Association
The Alzheimer’s Association of
Northern California, East Bay branch,
seeks volunteers to facilitate support
groups, staff the help line, and per-
form a variety of office support at its
office in Lafayette. 
Call (800) 660-1993.
Assistance League of Diablo Valley
This chapter of the National
Assistance League seeks new volun-
teer members to help with a wide
range of philanthropic service proj-
ects in many Contra Costa commu-
nities. These include vision screening
in elementary schools, distributing
clothing to school children in need,
daily reassurance phone calls to
homebound elderly and handicapped
clients, and staffing the chapter’s
Lafayette thrift shop. Call 934-0901
or visit http://diablovalley.assistance-
league.org.
Child Abuse Prevention Council
The Contra Costa County Child Abuse
Prevention Council needs volunteer
speakers for the community education
program. Volunteers must complete a
mandatory 24-hour speaker’s training

course. For information, 
call 946-9961.
Contra Costa Academy of Fine Art
The academy seeks new volunteers
and members to help with tasks
ranging from bookkeeping to recruit-
ing instructors. The group meets
noon-1 p.m., the second Friday of
the month at Richard’s Art & Craft
Store, 225 Alamo Plaza, Alamo. Call
Beth Batchelor at 837-5654.
‘Help Wildlife and People Too’
The Lindsay Wildlife Museum in
Walnut Creek is seeking volunteers
to help children and adults learn
about wildlife and the wonderful ani-
mals at the museum - hawks, owls,
mountain lions, gray foxs, ravens ,
snakes and many more. Training is
provided and hours are flexible.
Orientation is free, however pre-reg-
istration is strongly suggested.
Orientation classes are from 3-4:30
p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24. 
Call 254-4773.
Lindsay Wildlife Museum
Docents are needed to lead class
tours, teaching children and others
about our important connection with
wildlife and the world we share. Call
935-1978 or visit 
www.wildlife-museum.org.
Lindsay Wildlife Volunteer Training
Share the wonders of wildlife and
nature with museum visitors or school
groups. Six special training classes
over three weeks begin Oct. 27. Fee
is $100; $65 for Lindsay Wildlife
Museum members. For information,
call 627-2944.
Mt. Diablo Bike Challenge
Save Mount Diablo needs volunteers
for its Mt. Diablo Bike Challenge being
held Sunday, Oct. 2. There will be
1,000 riders going from Athenian
School to Mount Diablo’s summit.
Volunteers needed to help with regis-
tration and logistics.For information,
contact Brenda de la Ossa at 947-
3535 or visit smdinfo@savemountdia-
blo.org
Project Second Chance
Help an adult to read, write and spell
better. Project Second Chance
(PSC), the Contra Costa County
Library adult literacy program, will
train volunteers to become literacy
tutors. Training will be held 9 a.m.-3
p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24. Volunteers
are needed in East and Central
Contra Costa County. For registra-
tion information, call 927-3250 or e-
mail pcs@ccclib.org. 
Trails Maintenance
East Bay Trail Dogs is an all-volunteer
group that has built, repaired and
helped maintain single-track trails in
the East Bay Regional Park District,
the Mt. Diablo State Park, and Walnut
Creek open space. Volunteers meet
the fourth Saturday and one weekday
each month. To participate, call Harry
at 443-3925.
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue (TVAR) offers
volunteer orientations from 1-2:30
p.m., the second Saturday of each
month at East County Animal Shelter
(ECAS) in Dublin. Contact Noella
Hartshorn at 846-0745 or e-mail
noellehartshorn@comcast.net for
information.
Volunteer Interpreters
The California Medical Association
seeks community volunteer inter-
preters for Contra Costa County to
assist physicians when other interpre-
tation resources are not an option. If
you possess a proficiency in any for-
eign language and experience inter-
preting in a health care setting, you
are encouraged to apply. Contact
CMA, 866-241-4262, or e-mail com-
munityvip@cmanet.org.
Volunteer San Ramon Valley
Join the San Ramon Valley Unified
School District in collaboration with
the San Ramon Valley Education
Foundation and the Coalition for 
Youth Safety and Development for
“Volunteer San Ramon Valley,” from
7:30 a.m.-noon, on Sunday, Oct. 9, at
Iron Horse Middle School, 12601
Alcosta Blvd., San Ramon. This is a
volunteer fair for all ages to find local
volunteer information and opportuni-
ties in our community. 
For information, contact  Scott
Gerbert at sgerber@srvusd.net 
or call 552-5030.
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e are now located on Locust Street in
downtown Walnut Creek!

Please join us for an Open House to 
celebrate our MOVE!

The excitement begins on 
Thursday, September 29th, from 11-8.

W

Mention this ad and receive off,

including custom orders.

(20% off applies to all items 
purhased at the open house only)

Our new address is: 
1509 Locust Street, Walnut Creek 

925/935•9673

Your European Home & Garden Store

20%20%

Sopraffino…
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THE TRI-VALLEY’S 
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Combining the reach of the Web with

print ads going to over 35,000 readers!
Danville Weekly

115 Announcements

A Massage Therapy Career!
UEI. El Monte, Huntington Park, Los
Angeles, Ontario, San Bernardino, Van
Nuys. Not all programs available at all
campuses. 1-877-354-2031; 
www.uei4you.com (Cal-SCAN)

Community Flea Market Sept 24

Pregnant?
Thinking Adoption? Talk with caring peo-
ple specializing in matching birthmoth-
ers with loving families nationwide.
Expenses Paid. Toll free 24/7 One True
Gift Adoptions. 1-866-921-0565. (Cal-
SCAN)

Stressed Out?
Buy and Read Dianetics: The Modern
Science of Mental Health. Order Today!
Only $8.67. Call 1-800-801-3944
www.dianetics.org (Cal-SCAN)

www.trivalleycomedy.com - $7

130 Classes &
Instruction

NEW ERA ART STUDIO
Customer Portrait Painting From Photos
On-going art class for children & adults
on Sundays in downtown Pleasanton.

Jane 925 998 6666 
www.NewEraArt.com

SIGNING SMART BABY SIGN LANGUAGE

133 Music Lessons
AUSTRALIAN PIANO METHOD
Australian Piano Method!!

HARP LESSONS
for all ages

Try something new for Fall! 
Call Benneta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
~ located in Danville ~

KINDERMUSIK CLASSES ENROLL NOW!
Violin Lessons

155 Pets
3 Year Old Cocker Needs Home

201
Autos/Trucks/Parts

BMW 1998 740 IL - $18,000
Ford 1995 Escort - $1,300.00
FORD 2003 MUSTANG GT - $15,200 OB
Jeep (rock climber) 1985 CJ7 Larado
(lots of extras) - $12,000
Jeep 1999 Cherokee Sport
Great condition, Very Solid, Hunter
Green, AC, Call cell #408-569-1808
$7500 obo
Nissan 2003 Murano SL AWD - $27950
Saturn 2003 VUE - $15,000 ob

Volvo 1988 740 Turbo Wagon - $1,800
obo

210 Garage/Estate
Sales

Danville, 327/328 Montoya Way,
Sat 9/24, 8-4

Pleasanton, 100 Neal Street, Sept.
24, 8 am to 1 pm
A group of friends have pulled together
their excess collectibles. All kinds of
good stuff. Block away from the
Farmer’s Market. 
Pleasanton, 1715 Greenwood Rd,

Sat 9/24, 8-1

Pleasanton, 260 Spring St., 
Sept. 25, 8-6
Pleasanton, 3193 Chardonnay Drive,
9/24-25, 8-noon
Pleasanton, 3242 Monmouth Ct, Sat
9/24, 8:30-12

Pleasanton, 4074 Walnut Dr, 
Sun only Sept 25, 9-12

MOVING SALE
Furniture, gas W/D & more.

No Early Birds!!
Pleasanton, Amador Valley, 
1155 Santa Rita Rd., Sat. 9/24, 8-1

215 Collectibles &
Antiques
picture of screaming - $10
Porcelain Paintings
Wedgwood Figurine - $15

230 Freebies
Windsurfer sail & boom
Older windsurfer sail, mast and boom.
Board not included. Sail in good condi-
tion. FREE

235 Wanted to Buy
Wheelchair

240 Furnishings/
Household items
dining room set - 300
ETHAN ALLEN Tables, etc 846-4299
LauraAshley”Daisy”Queen 10pc Set -
$125 obo
Thomas Kinkade Victorian Garden

245 Miscellaneous
4 steel buildings!
24x36, $4,497; 36x48, $6,980;
40x64, $9,993; 50x130, $13,986.
Must Sell!! Call Ben 1-800-863-9469.
(Cal-SCAN)
Absolutely No Cost to you!
Brand New Power Wheelchairs,
Scooters and Hospital Beds. Call 1-800-
843-9199 24 hours a day to see if you
qualify. (Cal-SCAN)
Artisan “One-of-a-kind” Jewelry

GOLF MEMBERSHIP
for sale in beautiful Country Club 

located in Danville. Priced to sell / OBO
Call 925-552-7817

Hunt Elk, Red Stag, Whitetail
Buffalo - season opens 5/31/06.
Guaranteed Hunting License $5.00. We
have a No Game, No Pay Policy. Call
days: 314-209-9800, Evenings: 
314-293-0610. (Cal-SCAN)

MISC ITEMS - Call 939-1471
Pr. 100w Hi-Fi Speakers - $30

NEC Laser Printer - $25
Linear Turntable - $25

5’ Tall Mirror on Wood Stand - $30
Sears ‘Electronic’ Bug Killer - $10

Pool Fence
White iron, with self locking gate, 4 feet
high, approximately 175 ft. $800 
837-2205

Steel buildings. Factory Deals
Save $$$. 40x60’ to 100x200’.
Example: 50x100x12’= $3.60/sq ft. 1-
800-658-2885 www.RigidBuilding.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Upscale & Luxury Travel

260 Sports &
Exercise Equipment
Exercise Bike

Treadmill, adjustable

270 Tickets
2 Gwen Stefani Tickets - $400.00

Eagles Tickets - $330

330 Child Care
Offered
Childcare & Babysitting Services

P/T Childcare

Tanis Daycare 426-5025

340 Child Care
Wanted
Child Care Wanted

Live In Nanny Needed
Live-in Nanny/Housekeeper needed.
Please call 415.377.0328.

Looking for a Nanny

Mother’s help needed!!!
Loving family in Menlo Park is looking for
a LIVE-IN Nanny. You’ll have your own
room and privacy. For more information,
call Negar @ 650-326-7926.

Reliable Babysitter Needed - $

345
Tutoring/Lessons

A+ PRIVATE TUTORING
Math, Science, English, Reading, SAT,

in the privacy of your home.
Grades 5 through high school. 

Retired Teacher ~ Reasonable Rates
925-846-5247

BABY SIGN LANGUAGE

PRIVATE MATH TUTOR
Patient experienced Math tutor drives to
your place. From Elementary through
College. SAT Math, Algebra, Geometry,
PreCalculus. Please call 925-876-6866.

350
Preschools/Schools/
Camps
Free WCOGA.com Gymnastics Class!

KinderPrep Classes

ACADEMIC & SAT
Experienced Tutors. Highest Standard
of Service. Affordable Rates. 1:1 In-
home. All Subjects, K-12. 
650-493-2360.
www.paLearningSpring.com

Kid’s
Stuff

OPEN
6 DAYS
A WEEK

Truck &
Auto Parts

Domestic & Import

846-1030
(925)

32 California Ave (1 Blk Off Stanley)
PLEASANTON

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 AM-6 PM
SATURDAY 8 AM-5PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

SHOCK ABSORBERS

For SaleHoliday Card Boutique
This is your year to impress Family &
Friends with a unique, hand-made
card. Come get inspired at my free
Boutique, and see how quick and
easy it is to make your own cards.
View the fabulous, one-of-a-kind prod-
ucts Stampin’ Up has to offer, and
enjoy plenty of coffee, tea, and holi-
day cookies. Come October 2nd, any-
time from 12-4pm. Amymarie Decker
3618 Olympic Court North/ Cross
Street North Valley Trails.

PT/FT Nurses Needed(Great
Pay!!)
RN $40+, LVN $28+, CNA $16+.
Great Pay for Nurses looking to work
Part-time or Full-time. Referral pay
and bonus extra!!! Call: 408-441-9200
$40+ RNs

* DEADLINE *

The Pleasanton/Danville Weekly
Classified

Advertising deadline is: 

Tuesday 12 noon
through the Business Office

925-600-0840
—————

Tuesday 11:59 PM
through Fogster.com

——————————————

- Avoid the last-minute rush -
Place your ad early!

Bulletin
Board

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!
Danville Weekly
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The Premier Vehicle Auction
300+ Luxury and Economy Automobiles

Next Event
Saturday, 

October 1st 9am Sharp!
Preview

Fri. Sept. 30th – 10am to 4pm

Sat. Oct. 1st – 7:30am to 9am

• Over 40,000 Cars Sold!
• Rain or Shine, Free Admission
• Name Your Price
• Finance* and Warranties

www.acauction.com 6438 Sierra Court, Dublin 925 829-5999

Dealer # 20667
10% Buyer Fee
*On approval of
credit. Call early.
925 829-2421

THIS PRODUCT OR SERVICE HAS NOT BEEN APPROVED OR ENDORSED BY ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY
AND THIS OFFER IS NOT BEING MADE BY AN AGENCY OF THE GOVERNMENT

PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

PHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique
Web site offering FREE
postings from communi-
ties throughout the Bay
Area and an opportunity
for your ad to appear in
the Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to
Fogster.com, day or night,
and get your ad started
immediately (and, except
for employment and busi-
ness ads, free of charge)
online. You automatically
get a one-line free print ad
in our newspaper with the
option of photos and addi-
tional lines.
So, the next time you
have an item to sell,
barter, give away or buy,
get the perfect combina-
tion: print ads in your
local newspapers, reach-
ing more than 35,000
readers, and unlimited
free Web postings reach-
ing hundreds of thousands
additional people!

INDEX
■ BULLETIN BOARD

100-155

■ FOR SALE
200-270

■ KIDS STUFF
330-355

■ JOBS
510-585

■ BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-690

■ HOME
SERVICES
700-830

■ FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to
errors. Embarcadero Publishing Co.
cannot assume responsibility for the
claims or performance of its advertis-
ers. Embarcadero Publishing Co.
reserves the right to refuse, edit or
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion
without prior notice.

OFF
LABOR

Harry’s
Muffler
& Brake

183 Wyoming St
Pleasanton CA 94566

Complete Exhaust Systems
Catalytic Converters,
Flowmaster Custom 

Exhaust Systems

$30
with coupon

925-462-3237

You Can Find It Here!

fogster.com



fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 
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355 Items for Sale
2 bouncers shown as pictures - $5/each

BR furn.

Casio PCR 260 B Cash Register - 30

foldable stroller is only - $5

Kids Mystery Book - $7.95

Peg Prego Stroller-ExcellentCond - $99
o.b.o.

Wooden Play Structure - $10

390 Kids for Summer
Jobs
Disney Land 50th Year

500 Help Wanted
$5,500 Weekly Goal
If someone did it, so can you! 2-3 con-
firmed appointments daily! Benefits
Available. Call Catherine McFarland 1-
888-543-1788. (Cal-SCAN)

A fast track to a sales
career. Travel the USA as you develop
skills in Outside Sales. Paid training,
transportation, lodging furnished. Call
Success Express Sales, Inc. today. 1-
877-646-5050. (Cal-SCAN)

ADMIN
Contracts manager for 

non-profit’s grant contracts. Manage
time/tasks & train others. Sal $31,200-
$37,440 + ben. DOE. EOE. TVH, 3663

Pacific Ave, Livermore CA 94550 
or fax to: 

(925) 449-2684

Aviation. Mechanics Needed,
will train. No exp. needed. Bnfts. H.S.
grads to age 34. Call 1-800-345-6289.
(Cal-SCAN)

California Army National Guard
JOBS JOBS JOBS! No Experience. Will
pay to train; High School Jr/Sr &
Grads/GED. May Qualify for $10,000
BONUS. Call Today 1-800-GO-GUARD
(Cal-SCAN)

Crossing Guards
P/T, will train, no weekends.

MV/Cupertino: 650/373-6673
Pleasanton: 925/210-5201

FULL CHARGE BOOKKEEPER
Pleasanton Homeowners Assn Mgmt
looking for an independent contractor

to work from home to do financials and
bank statements on a 

specialized program, AVGAR
(easy to learn). 

925/484-2300 or commons-
mgmt@aol.com

Get a real paycheck
& Get Home more often!Attention Class
A Truck Drivers. Dedicated Lanes: AZ-
CA-NV. Call McKelvey Trucking 1-800-
410-6255. (Cal-SCAN)

HOME ASSISTANT
Woman living in her own home is look-

ing for reliable, enthusiastic indiv to pro-
vide in-home and community support.

Assist with cooking, 
shopping, companionship &

community activities. Shifts available
include some of the following: after-
noons, evenings, weekend and one

overnight. Starts at $11.55/hr, all train-
ing paid, excel benefits. Please send

COVER LETTER and RESUME to: 
eastbayinnovationsjobs@

yahoo.com or fax to 
(510) 618-1570 

Attn: Lindsay

HOUSECLEANERS NEEDED
to work in Pleasanton & Dublin area.

Good hourly wages ~ Ideal Hours
Call 925-846-9603

HR Generalist
MMW seeks individual with a “can do” 
attitude to work in our offices as a liai-
son to our clients. We provide a full serv-
ice HR program. P/T or F/T The ideal
candidate has 3-5 years working 
experience.

P/T CLERICAL
BUSY MEDICAL OFFICE NEEDS PART-

TIME PERSON FOR FILING AND VARIED
OFFICE DUTIES. 

20-25 HRS PER WEEK. MUST BE 
FLEXIBLE. PLEASE FAX RESUME TO

SHERRY (925) 831-9317 OR 
CALL (925) 831-9200.

PART TIME ASSISTANT
Computer skill Microsoft Word, ability to
work independently (will train)approxi-
mately 15 to 20 hours per week.
Flexible hours, some work can be done
from home. Please send resume to
Property Management P O Box 2413
Danville CA 94526 mhpllc@aol.com 

SOCIAL SERVICE
1) Children’s Counselor 

(20 hrs/wk) 
for counseling and parenting group.

Related MA/MS/MSW req, 2 yrs exp.
$15-17/hr.

2) Children Specialist, bilingual Spanish,
for 0-5 program. Related MA/MS/MSW

req, 2 yrs child exp
$16-$19/hr. EOE. 

Send resume to: TVH, 3663 Pacific
Ave, Livermore, 94550 or fax to: 

(925) 449-2684

TEACHER
Preschool, Pleasanton, F/T 12+ units
ECE, great pay, exc. bene’s, sick and

medical/dental. Call Michelle 
925-462-1866 or 

fax 925-462-3224.

525 Adult Care
Wanted

P/T COMPANION
WANTED - Caring, loving person to be

companion for my mother at a
Pleasanton care facility. 15-20 hrs wk

$10 an hr. Call Jan 519-1455

550 Business
Opportunities
A Cash Cow!!
90 Vending Machine units/30 locations.
Entire Business - $10,670. Hurry! 1-800-
836-3464. (Cal-SCAN)

All cash candy route.
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own
local candy route. Includes 30 machines
and candy. All for $9,995. MultiVend,
LLC 880 Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY
11729. 1-800-814-6047. (Cal-SCAN)

Are you making $1710
per week? All cash vending routes with
prime locations available now! Under
$9,000 investment required. Call Toll
Free (24-7) 800-637-7444. (Cal-SCAN)

Earn $1000 per week!
We help you advertise! We take your
calls! We close your sales! $1995
Investment. Call 1-800-704-7344 I.D.#
1657LM. (Cal-SCAN)

Make big money
Buying and Selling Cars. Great business,
low startup.Learn how at: 
www.carprofitkit.com or call 1-209-694-
8067. (Cal-SCAN)

Newspaper Advertising Works!
To place Classified & Display ads
Statewide or Nationwide. Call (916) 288-
6019 for more information. www.cal-
scan.com (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment
Information
*Big Rig Training*
(2 weeks training). No credit, no down,
pre-hired by Iron Eagle. Garry 24 hour
toll free 1-877-625-0508. Average
$46,620. (Cal-SCAN)

Act Now Drivers-
Flatbed,bulk tank and refrigerated divi-
sions. performance based pay.
Experienced operators. Independent
contractors or company drivers. CDL
instruction program available. 800-771-
6318. www.PrimeInc.com (Cal-SCAN)

CLOROX R&E CAREER OPEN HOUSE

Driver - Covenant Transport.
Excellent Pay & Benefits for Experienced
Drivers, O/O, Solos, Teams & Graduate
Students. Bonuses Available.
Refrigerated Now Available. 1-888-
MORE PAY (1-888-667-3729) (Cal-SCAN)
Driver: Tuition Paid
training! CDL-A in 2 1/2 weeks! Tuition
reimbursement for recent graduates!
Miles, Money, Home Time! Must be 21.
Drive CRST. www.JoinCRST.com 1-800-
781-2778. (Cal-SCAN)
Drivers Wanted.
We Train You. Swift Transportation. Start
a Career That’s in Demand! 1-800-432-
4442 EOE (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: FedEx Ground
Owner Operator Permanent/Seasonal
Teams. Sign On Bonus .94-$1.10/mile.
“Onsite Discount Fuel $1.25/gallon”
CDL-A TT Experience Required. 1-866-
832-6339 David Renfew@fedex.com
(Cal-SCAN)

HOUSECLEANERS NEEDED
Good Wages ~ Weekly Pay
Ideal Hours ~ Paid Mileage

Car, CDL & insurance are necessary.
Call Merry Maids / Pleasanton 

(925) 462-0991

Computer Systems Associate
We’re growing and so are our com-
puter systems! We’re looking for a
person experienced with trou-
bleshooting desktop PCs and Macs
and can work as part of our support
team, troubleshoot hardware, soft-
ware and network problems as well
as maintain and installing machines
and software. 
You’d work providing computer sup-
port for the parent company of this
newspaper, supporting our six Bay
Area locations.
While this is an entry-level position,
ideal candidate would have helpdesk
and troubleshooting experience to hit
the ground running. Netware and/or
OS X Server experience a plus. Your
own transportation is a necessity. 
Submit letter and resume online at
http://www.EmbarcaderoPublishing.c
om/jobs.

Jobs

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

– Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only –

licensed • bonded

your kitty’s well being
is precious to me...

Caring for your kitties
in your home

Daily Visits • 925.846.4956

PRIVATE MONEY
(Since 1961)

Quick Close, Low Doc, Poor Credit, 
Foreclosures, Commercial/Residential, 

Condo Conversion

Edwin (415) 310-7499 
Steven (650) 867-7307

Coast Capital Mortgage CA DRE #0293501

602
Accounting/Bookeeping

Business
Services

Tax help is needed all year around,
not just on April 15!

Advertise your tax help services in the
Pleasanton Weekly’s Marketplace.

925-600-0840
ads@PleasantonWeekly.com

604 Adult Care Offered

Sylvie (RN) and Rebecca
will find the professional caregiver 

who matches your needs.
We will help YOU stay in YOUR

home with maximum 
independence.

❖❖     R-S PROCARE     ❖❖
HOME HEALTH SERVICES

Rebecca (925) 788-2503
Sylvie (925) 890-7424

606 Antiques & Art
Restoration

“ A Labor of Love ”
Antique Furniture
Restoration &

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

~  Sculptor  ~
Nosa Okungbowa 

Fountains -Water Features - Statues 
Wood Carvings 

Wall Sculptures -Portraits

Fabricated in Bronze, Clay, Wood, 
Fiberglass & Cement

GOSA ART 
925-301-6440

618 Computers
Apple - Mac Specialist
Repair ● Upgrade ● Network
Cable/DSL Internet Setup 

Digital Audio/Video/Photography 
Call Justin (925) 487-8933

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
We do it all!      Call 24 hrs!

www.WebDispatch.com
925-855-9600

618 Computers

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

Ken Cook
“I Make House Calls!”
M-F 8am-8pm / Wknds & Hols 9am-

6pm
Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: http://come.to/pc-medic

Lic #011068
Member: PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

659 Sewing/Tailoring
Custom Designed Sewing Work
Alterations, Draperies, Bedding,
Pillows, Cushions, Embroidery 

and More!   References available.
Contact Lina,  925-249-1298

Home
Services

703
Architecture/Design

REDESIGN YOUR HOME IN A DAY!
In just one day redesign your home w/ 

the expert advice from a pro.
From new paint to new kitchen

designs.
Trusted, talented contractor on staff.
Experienced, local Interior Designer
Barbara McKay  415-595-9122 (c)

715 Cleaning Services

Absolutely the Best in 
Housecleaning

“We tailor our service to your needs“
Weekly * Biweekly * Monthly

Move Ins/Outs / One Time Cleanings
& Mother-In-Law Emergency!!

www.impeccableinteriors.com
925-736-9600

Andrea’s Cleaning Service
Personalized Cleaning Home & Office

Quality work, dependable and affordable.

Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly ~ as you need!

References Available / Free Estimates

Call 925-339-2461

E.C. Cleaning Service
Just in time for a spring cleaning!
Move In/Out, Weekly/Bi-Weekly

Excellent References. 925-640-3845

Natalie’s Housecleaning
$15/hr - 3 hr. minimum

MOVE-OUTS   ($20/hr - 3 hr. min)
*  Pleasanton area only !  *

12 Yrs Exp  ~  References
M-F Call btwn 9:30am-6:30pm only

925-371-6842

HOUSECLEANING
Local housecleaner looking

for a few new commercial and
residential clients in the area.
* Save $25 on 1st, 3rd & 

5th cleaning *
Experienced / Excellent References
For free estimate call Martha @
(925)339-0511 or 426-8261

Isabel’s Housecleaning
Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603

Merry Maids
“One Less Thing To Worry About”

We are insured, bonded &
tailored to meet your needs

925-462-0991

Paula’s Housecleaning Services
Providing all cleaning supplies

Dependable * Free Estimate
Call Merlin or Paula 

510-908-0889 or 510-763-3001
Fax# 510-763-3002                  Lic# 1983679

RESIDENTIAL or COMMERCIAL
Condos - Houses - Apts - Offices

Daily, Weekly, Biweekly,Monthly, 1 Time
Experienced & Reliable

Cleaning since 1985  ~  Free Estimates
Nancy (925) 462-9466

Sara’s Housecleaning
Residential and Commercial

-  Complete Service  -
You Won’t Be Disappointed!

Weekly ~ Biweekly ~ Monthly ~ Holidays

References Available / Free Estimates
Deep Clean Free and No Extra Fee!

Call 925-339-2193

719
Remodeling/Additions

Remodeling Contractor
Additions, bathrooms, windows, 
doors, interior trim, whole house.

A+ References ~ Insured ~ Lic# 503716
Dan  (925) 575-1892

❖     NEW LOOK     ❖
CULTURED MARBLE & ONYX

Natural and Cultured Stone
- including Cambria -

Visit our Showroom M-F by Appointment 

925-463-BATH (2284) 
Toll Free 1-877-377-BATH

Carlos & Elizabeth  ~  Cont. Lic #654587

www.newlookculturedmarble.com
*   FREE ESTIMATES *

726 Decor/Drapes
Changing Spaces by Jill Denton
Decorating, One-Day Interior Redesign,

Home Staging, Furniture Rearrangement,
Design & Color Consultations

www.jilldenton.com   (925)998-7747

DO YOU RENOVATE OR
REDECORATE?

Advertise your home services business 
in the Pleasanton Weekly for as 

little as $7.25 per week. 
For details call 925-600-0084

Buy or sell

free

737 Fences & Gates
Borg
Redwood
Fences

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully insured P.L. & P.D. • State Lic. #771763

FREE
Estimates

Insurance Work
“Unsurpassed Quality at Reasonable Prices”

426-9620
www.borgfence.com

Fences • Decks • Retaining Walls
Arbors • Heritage Vinyl Fencing

You Can Find It Here!

fogster.com

You Can Find It Here!

fogster.com

You Can Find It Here!

fogster.com
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748
Gardening/Landscaping

A-1 LANDSCAPING
All yard work, new lawn, seed/sod,

sprinkler repair, rototilling, tree trim, 
pruning, weeding, plumbing, home 

repair, painting, hauling, 
cleanup, fences, concrete work, 

monthly maintenance.
Free Estimates ~ Senior Discount 

(925) 249-1241

DIRT CHEAP!
Reaching 71,000 potential customers 
costs as little as $7.25 per week. To  
advertise call 925-600-0840 today!

THOR  LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod & Sprinkler

Installation, Fence & Deck Repair,
Waterfalls and Fountains

Call 510-329-5091
www.thorlandscaping.com

❖  New Leaf ❖

Landscape
Maintenance
Weekly / Biweekly

Call for a 
prompt competitive bid

925-846-4485

751 General
Contracting
NOTICE TO READERS: California law
requires that contractors taking jobs that total 
$500 or more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License Board. State 
law also requires that contractors include their 
license number on all advertising. You can 
check the status of your licensed contractor at 
wwwcslb.ca.gov or call 800-321-CSLB. 

758 Handyman/Repairs
PLEASANTON HOME REPAIR 

and MAINTENANCE
Full Service Residential / Commercial

Repairs and Maintenance
Dependable  *  30 Yrs Experience

Call 925-577-0542
* Pleasanton area only *

Local References    ~    City Lic# 040421
email:  ss1177@comcast.net

758 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE
Yard and Garage clean-up / Dump runs

Appliance & Furniture removal
Tree and Shrub trimming & removal
Tree Experts!    Low Rates/Free Estimates

925 899-5655

801
Apartments/Condos/
Studios
Dublin, 2 BR/2 BA
Dublin Ranch Terraces-New Condo-
2 B d r m / 2 B a - ( 9 2 5 ) 8 4 6 - 7 9 9 7
$1795/Month
Dublin, 2 BR/2.5 BA - $1795
Pleasanton, 2 BR/2 BA - $1550/mo

805 Homes for Rent
Danville, 3 BR/2 BA - $2800/mo
Danville, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2350.00
GREAT LOCATION IN PLEASANTON

5 Bd / 2.5 Ba ~ 6 mos. lease 
$2950 mo. Available Nov 1 

Call 925-998-0194
PLEASANTON 2 BD / 2 BA + LOFT

1500 sf, 2-car encl. garage,
hrdwd floors, carpet, frplc, w/d hookup,

AC. No P/S. $1695.
510-304-4941 (c)

PLEASANTON TOWNHOUSE
Like New! Walk downtown. 1250 sq ft.

2 Bd / 2 Ba
$1550 mo 925-216-6446

Pleasanton, 2 BR/1 BA - $1650
Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA - $1995/Mo
Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA - $1995/mo.

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale

2 bd 2 ba Palo Alto Condo
650 224 1000 $525000
Dublin, 4 BR/3 BA - $929950
Peaceful Hayward Hills, 2BR/2BA
Go to bradywalsh.com to see. Open
9/17-9/18 1-4pm.
Pleasanton Downtown, 3 BR/1.5 BA -
$799,000!!
Pleasanton, 2 BR/2 BA
1 story, Danbury Park, atrium, Brickwork
courtyard entry & back, Vault ceilings,
skylites cent h&a, Sec Syst, 2 car gar
w/loft,new roof, a real jewel! Call
Nancy,Broker Associate, Keller Williams
925 426 1111 or
www.NancyMcDonald.com 

830
Commercial/Income
Property
Warehousew/office for rent
1,000 sf.warehouse w/ sm. office &
bathrm. call 925-382-3836 

840 Vacation
Rentals/Time Shares
Beautiful Tahoe Retreat - from $195
Thanksgiving in Napa - $1000.00
Timeshare Resales:
The cheapest way to buy, sell and rent
Timeshares. No commissions or Broker
fees. Call 1-800-640-6886 or go to
www.BuyATimeshare.com (Cal-SCAN)

850
Acreage/Lots/Storage
1.5 acres with beautiful
Ocean Views on pristine Sonoma
Coastline. Magnificently landscaped.
Two cedar garden sheds, septic plans
and water hookup included. $454,000.
(415) 797-2636.(Cal-SCAN)
Beautiful Utah!
LAND Sale - 54 Acres - $44,900. Uinta
Mountain area. Outdoor lover’s dream!
Dramatic mountain views, close to con-
veniences. Surrounded by wilderness.
Nearby lake and state parks. Excellent
financing. Call UTLR 1-877-350-5263.
(Cal-SCAN)
New Mexico -
First Time Offer. Private Ranch 140
Acres - $89,900. Mature tree cover,
excellent horse property all at an amaz-
ing 6,000’ elevation. Incredible views,
power & year round roads. Excellent
financing. Adjacent to historic settlement
of Pintada. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-877-670-
7942. (Cal-SCAN)

North Carolina
Gated Lakefront Community 1.5 acres
plus, 90 miles of shoreline. Never before
offered with 20% pre-development dis-
counts, 90% financing. Call 1-800-709-
5263. (Cal-SCAN)
Rare Find- 20AC -
$159,900. Southern Sierra near
Tehachapi. Clean, crisp mountain air with
calendar cover views. Majestic oaks,
streams, ideal for horses, country get-
away, or to buy and hold. Financing avail-
able. Call owner, 1-888-821-5253. (Cal-
SCAN)
RV PARKING
With full hook-ups available at The
Alameda County Fairgrounds 
Call 925-426-7600
Southern California Ranch
Sale. 40 acres - $49,900. Enjoy stun-
ning sunsets, spectacular mountain
views all from your own private ranch.
Year round access, ele/ telephone
included. Excellent Financing w/low
down payment. Call for appointment! Toll
free 1-866-696-5263. (Cal-SCAN)
STORAGE SPACE
for RV’s, boats & cars available at The
Alameda County Fairgrounds
Call 925-426-7600

855 Real Estate
Services

A+ Advertising Services.
To place a Statewide classified ad
($500/25 words) in 200 community
newspapers reaching over 6 million
Californians. Call for more information
(916) 288-6019 ww.Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-
SCAN)
FREE Home Valuation
FREE list of available homes
Full service realtor - save thou
Homes or Land
in Nevada all sizes, all prices.
www.NevadaLandOnline.com or call
775-772-1595. (Cal-SCAN)

Owner Retiring.
Income Producing Property. Positive 14-
15% cash flow. Info package on request.
Call 1-800-499-6182 John Omli,
www.omli.com Auction Oct. 17, 7:30
P.M. Salina, Kansas. (Cal-SCAN)
Property Management
Property Management
Real Estate Agent - Full Service

www.PattyManzi.com

Truckee, 2 BR/1.5 BA
Beautiful non-smoking, nicely upgrad-
ed unit in the Gold Bend condominium
group in Northstar-at-Tahoe. Great
location, backing to open space with
trees, views and close to parking. 2
decks for your enjoyment, all win-
dows and doors have been upgraded
recently. Very nice condition and very
clean. It is currently on the Northstar
Rental Program and is offered with
most of the nice furnishings!Â Call
for more information or a tour.
$565,000. Sheridan-Williamson Real
Estate (530) 546-5250.

Real
Estate

(925) 487-3640Maryam Nahid

LET’S HELP NEW ORLEANS!
10% of my commission will go directly to the New

Orleans Red Cross Hurricane Relief effort. Receive my
services and be a part of much needed help. Thank You

For Experience You Can Trust 

For every transaction 
I am involved with, I will
donate a portion of my 

commission to a school 
or charity of your choice

HELPING LOCAL 
SCHOOLS & CHARITIES 

ONE PROPERTY AT A TIME

Please call for your FREE
comprehensive guide to 

buying & selling Real Estate
1-800-NEW-HOME (639-4663)

UCB
Real Estate
Real Estate Advisor
for over 20 years

925-351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Ed Antenucci
Owner/Broker

About those ads without

phone numbers….

Ads in the paper without phone numbers are free

ads posted through our fogster.com classified

website.  Complete information appears on the

website.  The person placing the ad always has

the option of buying lines for print in the 

newspaper.  Many do, some do not-it is their

choice. These free lines in print are meant to

share with you a little of a lot that is available

online.  We offer it as an added bonus.

Hopefully, you will be encouraged to check it

out.  Buy, sell, or trade at fogster.com

Instantly online. Free

C
atherine H

ansen R
ush

Fancy kitty
Yes, Dahling, I’m as surprised as you to find me,

a gorgeous, spayed, female, tortoise-shell Persian,
at the East County Animal Shelter being housed
next to common cats! And even more humiliating,
I’ve been given a lion cut to rid my fur of all those
nasty mats I had. I know it feels much better, and
the staff says my fur will grow back beautifully, but
really—what more must I endure? I’ve been told
I’m independent and opinionated, which is true, so
I shall only accept an indoor, mature household
that is willing to pamper me. You must know I’m
quite fond of being scratched under the chin. If
you would like me to consider you for adoption,
visit me, “Shelby” (pet #F55352) at the East
County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive,
Dublin, open daily 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call
803-7040.

Pet of the Week

761 Masonry/Brick

BRICK MASON

Four Generations Handed Down
Brick • Block • Tile
Stone • Concrete

Small job expert Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 456-5751

775 Paving/Asphalt/
Concrete

From Conception to Completion
The Expertise of Skilled 

Craftsmanship

A+ CONCRETE
510-798-8929

Professional Block & Concrete

Block & Retaining Walls  *  Driveways
Patio Slabs  *  Stamped Concrete

Brick  *  Flagstone  *  Pavers

18 Years Family Owned & Operated

Robert’s 
Concrete

Professional Concrete & Masonry Work

925-339-2964
“An aggregate of possibilities”

Brick                     Retaining Walls
Pavers                    Block Walls

Flagstone                Patio Slabs
Fences                      Driveways

Landscaping            Planters

*Family Owned & Operated for 18 Years*

791 Roofing

Oakridge
Roofing  

Family owned & operated 
with over 30 years of experience

Bus & Fax  
(925) 484-2639

All Roof Types
New Roofs ● Roof Repairs ● Gutters
Emergency Leaks  ( 24 hr availability )

Roof Maintenance Programs 
for Commercial Buildings

740
Flooring/Carpeting/
Tiling

CB TILE
Quality Installation of:

* Ceramic  * Mosaics    *Porcelain   
* Marble    * Travertine  *Slate

(925) 918-0630
LIc# 832842

fogster.com
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Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E

Danville
Total sales reported: 25
Lowest sale reported:
$440,000
Highest sale reported:
$6,890,000
Average sales reported:
$1,213,640

Alamo
Total sales reported: 3
Lowest sale reported:
$790,000
Highest sale reported:
$1,275,000
Average sales reported:
$1,088,333

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 28
Lowest sale reported:
$195,000
Highest sale reported:
$2,700,000
Average sales reported:
$2,700,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Danville

3211 Blackhawk Meadow
Drive Mcnabb Trust to  D. &
M. Montecillo for 
$1,330,000
112 Blackpool Court S. Najafi
to  A. & T. Madeira for
$1,160,000
515 Cambrian Way Weber
Trust to P.  & E. Fong for
$980,000
1171 Camino Tassajara G. &
M. Albright to  T. & C.
Richardson for 
$737,000
4499 Deer Ridge Road S. &
S.  Douglas to W. & S. Ayers
for $6,890,000
324 Del Amigo Road Raphael
Trust to Melara Trust for
$1,267,500
898 El Pintado Road J. Ott to
W.  McDonald for $1,370,000
25 Foxhall Court S. & S.
MacLean to P. &  L. Benson for
$1,025,000
404 Greenbriar Court J. & J.
Newcomer to H.  & C. Rolfes
for $867,000
1291 Greenbrook Drive R. &
L. McClain  to J. & A. Wente
for $950,000
394 Ilo Lane #406 S. & N.
Pounds  to C. & M. Lucia for
$440,000
464 Ilo Lane L. & L. Perez to
People Meeting Christ
Foundation for 
$838,000
101 Kingswood Circle
Kirkland Trust to Scalzo Trust
for $895,000
118 Lasata Court M. & E.
Handa to J. Mitzel for
$1,185,000
30 Live Oak Way Diedrich
Trust to R.  & K. Sanders for
$1,075,000
250 Manchester Street J. &
A. Colton  to M. & T. Benson
for $1,200,000
620 Morninghome Road
Sallee Trust  to G. Labonte for
$1,160,000
44 Redbud Court M. & T.
Benson to R.  & S. Martens for
$1,096,000
114 Siena Place B. & T.
Pollack to  A. & L. Pruitt for
$990,000

60 Sunset Court J. & E.
Dodero to T.  & A. Razzouk for
$1,375,000
3001 Swallow Street S. Gill to
C. &  J. Ogu for $635,500
401 Sycamore Hill Drive J. &
J. Tsukahara to K.  Bloch for
$600,000
284 Valle Vista Drive J.
Chestnut to G. & S.  Moriyama
for $825,000
294 Windstream Place D.
Budiselich to C. Armitage  for
$710,000
735 Ynez Circle Darby Trust to
D. & D. Osborne for  $740,000

Alamo
5 Cypress Point Court S. &
C. Chang to S.  & J. Wong for
$1,275,000
985 Danville Boulevard
Valentine Trust to  Lawrence
Trust for $790,000
261 Livorna Heights Road
Blair Trust to M.  & J. Caulfield
for
$1,200,000

Walnut Creek
1129 Alfred Avenue S. & T.
Darcy to J.  Hodgson for
$810,000
347 Beacon Ridge Lane
Chen & Associates to J.  & E.
Whiteford for 
$750,000
1032 Burlington Court Sirva
Relocation  to S. & A. Gray for
$1,006,000
3058 Cafeto Drive D. & C.
Adams  to E. & A. Hong for
$972,000
348 Clarkin Court M. & V.
Raaberg  to T. & S. Darcy for
$1,425,000
513 Gabriel Court K. Davis to
B.  Jensen for $905,000
142 Greenwood Circle H. &
C. Rolfes to L. Scott  for
$825,000
2600 Jones Road #18 E.
Carroll to D. Santos for
$370,000
441 La Vista Road R. Libby to
M. Ball for $1,450,000
969  Leroy Lane L. Moises to
E. Huang for $666,500
3045 Mayhew Court R.  & J.
Trickovic to N. Ham for
$500,000

418 Mayhew Way E. & M.
Curtis to M. Davies for
$661,000

1920 Meadow Lane D. & J.
Flaherty  to M. Pruitt for
$1,200,000

341 Meghan Lane S. & D.
Ingram to J.  Helm for
$615,000

133 Ponderosa Lane B.
Brown to J. & T. Tyler for
$700,000

1855 Poplar Drive L. & J.
Gossett to J. Haile for
$905,000

2912 Putnam Boulevard M.
Schirato to R. Dias for
$710,000

2309 Roan Lane B. Shakibnia
to M. Sharma for  $1,040,000

3149 Rogers Avenue F. Leary
to D. Christie for  $575,000

150 Sharene Lane #311 E.
Brandon to J. Assadi for
$409,000

150 Sharene Lane #314 B. &
K. Pieper to A. Ataeefar for
$342,500

2001 Skycrest Drive #5
Wade Trust to Vandenberg
Trust for  $515,000

425 Summit Road M. Stewart
to L. & J. Gossett for
$940,000

1860 Tice Creek Drive #1112
J. & C. McCormick to G. Mullin
for $195,000

352 Via La Casa E. & J. Essy
to J. Dulick for  $2,700,000

1236 Walker Avenue #314 D.
Simon to P. Seward for
$410,000

2564 Walnut Boulevard #112
A. Folas to M. & T. Amador for
$350,000

3512 Whitehaven Drive Huse
Trust to C. Chang for
$1,061,000

This week’s data represents homes sold during August 2005

Source: California REsource

www.helpuselldanville.com

Sell your home for
as low as $5,950

Help-U-Sell
Absolute Advantage

Susan Russo

383 Diablo Road, Suite 100, Danville

(925) 519-2420
Call Today!

Sell your home for
as low as $5,950

O U R  S E L L E R S  S O L D  A N D  S A V E D

$ 1 7, 3 9 0  S A V E D !

$ 4 3 , 1 9 0  S A V E D !

$ 3 4 , 8 4 0  S A V E D !

SAN RAMON

PLEASANTON

SAN RAMON

O P E N H O M E G U I D E  F O R M
LIST YOUR OPEN HOME HERE

_________________________
City

______                 _______________________   $___________
# of Street Address Price 

Bedrooms of property

____________      ________________________       _____________
Day, Date & Agent Name Phone 
Time Open Real Estate Agency Number

FAX TO: (925) 600-9559
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY 10 A.M.

LIST YOUR OPEN HOME FOR FREE!

OR E-MAIL TO :
DigitalAds@DanvilleWeekly.com

Name: __________________________________

Daytime Phone Number: ___________________

Space available
only basis
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R E A L  E S T A T E

Danville
2 Bedrooms

204 Jewel Terrace $550,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Kropa Realty 286-1707

3 Bedrooms
155 El Dorado Ave. $1,149,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire Realty 217-5017
220 Borel Ln. $524,700
Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams Realty 200-0004
1318 Strawberry Ct. $789,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Barry Realty 945-0100
1431 Harlan Dr. $959,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Empire Realty 217-5050

4 Bedrooms
14 Stirling Dr. $1,259,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 736-3736
32 Wakefield Ct. $1,299,000
Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential California Realty 216-0832
110 Sunhaven Rd. $1,765,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire Realty 217-5048
1 Sunrise Terrace $1,998,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 p.m.Alain Pinel 683-4900
152 Diablo Ranch Ct. $2,075,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. ReMax Accord 362-1600

5 Bedrooms
51 Shelterwood Dr. $1,545,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel Realtors 791-2567

Danville
5 Bedrooms

2 Maplewood Ct. $1,578,000
Sun 1-4 p.m.Tucker Centoni Real Estate 998-1818
9 Creekledge Ct. $2,295,000
Sun 1-4 p.m.Tucker Centoni Real Estate

998-1818
5401 Johnston Rd. $3,500,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 847-2218
72 Edgegate Ct. $989,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Realty Executives Excel

389-8884

Blackhawk
3 Bedrooms

293 Live Oak Dr. $1,298,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 p.m.Alain Pinel Realtors 791-2553

4 Bedrooms
3127 Deer Meadow Dr. $1,290,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m.Blackhawk Real Estate
Company 200-0426
5275 Blackhawk Dr. $2,299,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero Real Estate 648-5359

5 Bedrooms
816 Redwood Dr. $1,565,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire Realty 217-5120
5379 Blackhawk Dr. $3,498,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 p.m.Alain Pinel 209-3451

Diablo
5 Bedrooms

1515 Avenida Nueva $1-4 p.m.
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel Realtors 383-1001

Brentwood
4 Bedrooms

612 Norris St. $639,900
Sat 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 371-2100

Dublin
3 Bedrooms

11501 Treeline Pl. $639,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential CA Realty 734-5000

4 Bedrooms
3431 Castleton Ct. $1,010,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

6185 Shadow Hill Dr. $875,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

Hayward
3 Bedrooms

27678 Cliffwood Ave. $599,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

28357 Karn Dr. $628,888
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

Livermore
2 Bedrooms

853 Hagemann Dr. $475,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Coldwell Banker 371-2100

3 Bedrooms
709 Oriole $597,000
Sat 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 371-2100

1348 Arlington Rd. $664,950
Sat/Sun 1-5 p.m.Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

1554 La Prada Ct. $675,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 371-2100

4 Bedrooms
1671 Placer Cir. $775,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 371-2100

3834 Hillside Ave. $839,990
Sun 1-4 p.m.Century 21 Amador Valley997-1435

665 Summer Tree Dr. $888,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Cartier Properties 989-4663

Newark
4 Bedrooms

5253 Salsbury Dr. $845,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

Pleasanton
2 Bedrooms

2219 Segundo Ct. #3 $424,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA Realty 734-5057

5375 #2 Black Ave. $549,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 847-2218

1403 Groth Cir. $645,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Tri Valley Realty 426-1111

3 Bedrooms
4103 Moller Dr. $664,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Assist 2 Sell 998-0605

Pleasanton
3 Bedrooms

3024 Badger Dr. $719,950
Sat/Sun 1-5 p.m.ReMax Accord 200-3908

3868 Mesa Verde Ct. $749,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential CA Realty 734-5000

5455 San Antonio St. $789,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Hometown GMAC 426-3852

3296 Runnymede Ct. $849,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 989-4123

4 Bedrooms
4252 Nova Ct. $699,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

4498 Denker Dr. $719,888
Sun 1-4 p.m. Re/Max Accord 580-8011

4217 Dorman Rd. $720,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

349 Trenton Cir. $729,950
Sat 1-4 p.m. UCB 417-7138

4241 Garibaldi Pl. $739,800
Sun 1-4 p.m. Hometown GMAC 922-9822

4410 Clovewood Ln. $819,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. By Owner 260-0394

5016 Black Ave. $829,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Hometown GMAC 426-3852

1327 Bordeaux St. $985,000
Sun 1-4 p.m.Realty World Choice Homes

200-4447

5 Bedrooms
641 Abbie St. $1,699,000
Sun 2-5 p.m. Hometown GMAC 426-3852

4148 Grant Ct. $1,799,999
Sun 1-4 p.m. Better Homes 989-1115

4353 W. Ruby Hill Dr. $1,950,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 989-4123

San Ramon
2 Bedrooms

3747 Crow Canyon Rd. $509,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. United Calif. Brokers 855-2000

3 Bedrooms
1188 S. Chanteralla Dr. $1,014,900
Sun 1-4 p.m. Olde Towne Realty 426-9122

1740 Cutter Ct. $650,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Remax Accord 577-2600

4 Bedrooms
2234 Dewberry Dr. $1,299,000
Sat/Sun 1-4:30 p.m.Intero Real Estate 648-5331

9911 Brunswick Wy. $799,900
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential California Realy

463-6113

432 Peanut Ct. $842,500
Sun 1-4 p.m.C21 Heritage Real Estate 314-1520

500 Bagado Ct. $885,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 648-5354

4121 Reedland Cir. $949,500
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Alain Pinel Realtors 968-1452

400 Arlewood Ct. $979,000
Sat/Sun 12-4 p.m. Intero 683-7709

Walnut Creek
3 Bedrooms

1901 Stratton Cir. $709,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m.Prudential CA Realty 463-9500

6 Bedrooms
3685 Vista Charonoaks $1,589,950
Sat 12-5 p.m. Empire Realty 785-3891

To list your home in the Danville Weekly Open Home Guide, 
please email: OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com

O P E N H O M E S T H I S  W E E K E N D

O P E N H O M E G U I D E  F O R M
LIST YOUR OPEN HOME HERE

_________________________
City

______                 _______________________   $___________
# of Street Address Price 

Bedrooms of property

____________      ________________________       _____________
Day, Date & Agent Name Phone 
Time Open Real Estate Agency Number

FAX TO: (925) 600-9559
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY 10 A.M.

LIST YOUR OPEN HOME FOR FREE!

OR E-MAIL TO :
DigitalAds@DanvilleWeekly.com

Name: __________________________________

Daytime Phone Number: ___________________

Space available
only basis
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LIVE YOUR
BEST LIFE

A DIVISION OF
PRUDENTIAL CALIFORNIA REALTY

◆
Specializing in Fine Homes

◆

To view current homes for sale, go to:

www.rubyhillrealty.com
2001 Ruby Hill Blvd., Pleasanton

(925) 417-2250

1473 Via Di Salerno
New Italian Villa

Spectacular Views, 6700 sq. ft. of living
space. Clawson built. 5 bedrooms 4

baths. Quality at its best. 
$3,450,000

1681 Via Di Salerno
New Italian Villa

Majestic two-story home with 6 bed-
rooms, 6 full baths, 2 half baths.

Many custom finishings, 
and golf course views. 

$2,899,000

637 Norante Court
Dramatic Mediterranean Villa
Exceptionally well maintained. 

Two-story foyer with gallery Overlook,
formal dining room, golf course and

Mt. Diablo views. $2,349,000

1976 Via Di Salerno
Two-Story Mediterranean Villa

Fabulous 5 bedrooms plus office, 4 full
baths, 4-car garage plus shop. 4,552 sq. ft.

of living space. Front courtyard with
fountain. $1,995,000



BLACKHAWK
Elegant Pepperwood Estate  $2,899,000
Exceptional quality. Large gourmet kitchen with granite
island, adjacent breakfast room, downstairs master,
office with FP. Pool, spa and built-in outdoor kitchen.
Bonnie King  925.855.4072

Danville 15 Railroad Avenue 925.855.4010
Blackhawk 4105 Blackhawk Plaza Circle 925.648.5300 

plus 13 other Bay Area Locations
www.InteroRealEstate.com Log on to find your dream home or an exciting new career.

2003 Intero Real Estate Services, Inc. All rights reserved. The logo is a service mark of Intero Real Estate Services, Inc. *Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

DANVILLE
Sought After Magee Ranch  $1,995,000
Custom 4bd, 4 full/2 half baths plus office and bonus
room, 5200+/-sf on over one-third acre.  Perfect for
entertaining, spacious gourmet kitchen.
Dave Bauer  925.855.4040

LAFAYETTE
Classic and Elegant English Tudor  $1,649,000
Nearly 4000sf, 4bd, 3bd, den, large bonus/FR on large,
lush .50+/-acre.  Remodeled gourmet granite kitchen.
Master retreat.  
Todd Weinberg  925.855.4125

SAN RAMON
Better Than New  $1,439,888
Less than 1 year old, 4bd, 3.5ba, separate library, bonus
room, 3 fireplaces, hardwood and slate floors. Upgrades
galore! Custom landscaping, end of court location.
The Taylor Team  925.855.4110

DANVILLE
Fabulous Single Story  $1,575,000
4bd, 3ba, slab granite kitchen on one-half+/-acre lot.
Oversized family room, 3-car garage, pool and spa, end
of court location.
Sharen Metz  925.855.4087

SAN RAMON
San Ramon Heights Cutie 
4bd, 3.5ba, 3503+/-sf, 6-years new, gourmet granite
kitchen, Toll-Brothers semi-custom, backs to 100+acres of
Circle E Ranch open space.
L’oreal Northcraft 925.899.SOLD(7653)

SAN RAMON
Brand New Windemere Beauty  $1,318,000
5bd, 4ba, gourmet kitchen with island, granite, stain-
less, maple. Two fireplaces. Master bath with marble,
shower spa. Great corner location.
Bill and Mimi  866.238.7004

DANVILLE
Outstanding Dream Home   $1,199,900
4bd, 2ba, 2157+/-sf, accented with elegant décor and cus-
tom upgrades.  Very private park-like backyard offers the
best in entertaining with pool, spa, built-in BBQ.
Lisa and Greg Doyle 925.855.4046

ALAMO
Plenty of Potential   $1,150,000
4bd, 2ba on over one-half acre lot with plenty of potential!
New dual pane windows, newer roof, new kitchen tile floor-
ing, 2-car attached garage. Large backyard with grass area.
Brad Gothberg       925. 977.8965


