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Drop in for Lunch at … 

44 Church Street • Danville • 925.820.7200 • www.bridgesdanville.com

We offer an ideal setting for
a casual yet elegant lunch with

friends...or business acquaintances.
Enjoy Chef Kevin Gin’s 

California~American
Cuisine menu ranging from $9-$15.

Or stop by on your way home
for our “Happy Hour” specials.

Small plates menu priced at $5 with
cocktail, beer and wine specials.

Mon-Fri 5:00-6:30

Lunch
Monday through Friday

11:30-2:30

Dinner Nightly
(Complimentary valet parking)

Patio dining open soon!

Simply the best 
coffee in the

valley!

Alamo Plaza . Alamo . 837-1234

Yellow Wood....inspired by the poetry of life

Espresso
Coffee Beans
Loose Leaf Tea

Panini...made fresh
to order

KEEP US
COMING!

We respect your privacy by not selling, loaning or giving our mailing list to anyone for any purpose.

Mail this form to: 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, Danville, CA 94526

Print Your Name:  ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

Your Zip Code: ______________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________   Date: _________

YES, I want to continue receiving  the 
Danville Weekly in the mail absolutely FREE!✔

Fill out the online form at:   

www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Don’t be caught without your Danville Weekly. 
One simple click  keeps your hometown 

newspaper coming in the mail every week. 

— OR —
Place this completed form in an 
envelope and mail to the Danville 
Weekly offi ce:

Danville Weekly
 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100
 Danville, CA 94526

— OR —
Call 837-8300 with your name, 
address and phone number. 
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LUNCH .  DINNER

Incredible Med-American 
meals, a staff that treats you 
like an old friend, and 
desserts made fresh daily!

925.314.0974
2416 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

Chosen as one of the top 100 

restaurants in the Bay Area 

by the San Francisco Chronicle

SPRING IS IN THE AIR

Make your Mother's Day 
reservations today!

Streetwise
A S K E D  AT  Y E L L O W  W O O D  C O F F E E  &  T E A

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
The San Ramon Valley High School choir practices for its trip to New Orleans. Photo 
by Jordan M. Doronila. Cover design by Jason Lind.

Vol. I, Number 51

I’ve been trying to build a second unit, a little 
cottage in the back of our house, but I haven’t 
worked on anything in more than five months 
because it keeps raining. 

Brian Mcginnis
software engineer

It’s miserable. I hate the rain. I was counting 
down the days to April but that didn’t help. I 
was actually watching “Groundhog Day” the 
other night with my brother. We were saying 
Punxsutawney Phil must have predicted six 
more weeks of winter.

Grace Newman
barista

It’s depressing. I lived in Seattle for eight years 
and this is reminding me why I left. I think 
it’s going to benefit us if we can be patient 
and get through it. I’ve got two dogs and they 
want to be outside, so it’s difficult. But you 
change your lifestyle and you get through it.

Rob Smith
sales manager

I clean cars for a living, so it puts a damper 
on a lot of things when you have to be 
outside. I’ve taken trips, too—to Napa and 
Tahoe—and it’s stressful to drive in this 
weather.

Joel Norsworthy
car detailing business

I like the differences in weather, personally. I 
like having seasons. I don’t do well in the sun, 
so I can spend more time outdoors this way.

Roger Gray
self-employed

How has this long rainy 
season affected you?Q:

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Mailed at Standard Postage Rate. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to 
homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 
for two years) are welcome from local residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other 
communities is $50 per year. © 2006 by Embarcadero Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

COMPILED BY NATALIE O’NEILL

Ask about our personalized diet plans

925.244.1000

18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd. San Ramon
 www.greenbeanz.com

Looking for 
Healthy Foods?

We have 100’s of

Low Carb • Low Fat
Low Calorie • Sugar Free

High Protein • No Trans Fat
No Aspartame

Healthy Foods

Eat-Rite Individual Pizzas
Low Carb . Low Fat . Low Calorie

2 Types to choose from
$4.99ea

Protein Delite Shake Mix
19.5 Grams protein/16 servings

$23.99
Dixie Dinner Muffin Mix

Low Carb . Low Fat . Low Calorie
4 Flavors to choose from

$6.99ea
Big Train Pancake Mix 

2.5 Net carbs per pancake
$6.99ea



Proceeds will benefit the Wounded Warriors Fund for Sgt. Bozik
Adults $25.00 if received by April 25, $30.00 at the door. Students $10.00

A BENEFIT CONCERT 
for the

WOUNDED WARRIORS FUND

A recital of Opera Arias, Show Tunes
and a special Patriotic Tribute.

Featuring Headliners from Opera Fresca’s Production of:

‘

JOHN DOOLEY
Baritone

JESSICA JULIN
Soprano
(1998 graduate of 
San Ramon Valley High)

SKYE ATMAN, Pianist

FEATURING

Thursday, April 27 7:15 pm

Wesley Center, San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church
902 Danville Blvd.

Send to: Wounded Warriors Fund PO Box 264, Danville, CA 94526
In check memo write: “For Concert”. If you cannot attend write: “Donation”.

Full Service Repair Center
Factory Certified Technician on Duty

SYCAMORE SERVICE CENTER
743-1967 • 744 San Ramon Valley Blvd.  at Sycamore Valley Rd.

We're the Red Brick 
Station in Danville

Scion • Honda
Lexus • Acura • Toyota

Propane!15k–90k
Service

15% OFF
Coupon good for Honda, Lexus, Toyota, Acura
and Scion vehicles only. One coupon per visit.

Expires 5/15/06 • 1st time customers only

Oil & Filter
Change
$2799 +tax

Coupon good for Honda, Lexus, Toyota, Acura
and Scion vehicles only. Up to 5 quarts of oil.

Expires 5/15/06 • 1st time customers only

We 
Guarantee 
Our Work
      ...solid as a brick

Free Shuttle
9am - 5pm
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EPA honors Danville ecological 
crusader Jeff Gustafson
 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency honored 19-
year-old Jeff Gustafson of Danville as an environmental 
hero. Gustafson was recognized for coordinating a host of 
environmental projects throughout the Easy Bay, including 
the maintenance of the Iron Horse Trail. Around 39 groups 
and individuals were recognized by the agency, and 13 of 
them, including Gustafson, are from the Bay Area.
 At an early age, Gustafson delved into ways that would 
sustain ecologically healthy surroundings. While he was 
a student at San Ramon Valley High and even after he 
graduated, he and fellow members of an organization 
called Student Activists for a Viable Environment, or 
SAVE, conducted four waste audits of the school, with the 
help of the Waste Authority.

Nominate an outstanding teacher
 The Warren W. Eukel Teacher Trust is accepting nomina-
tions for its 2006 Teacher Awards. The trust began giving 
annual awards in 1991 for outstanding teachers in Contra 
Costa County who have made extraordinary contributions 
to their students, both inside and outside the classroom. 
This year, the amount of each award will be $10,000, and 
it may be used in any manner the recipient wishes.
 Nominations will be accepted until June 30. For more 
information, call Marianne Fogle at 945-0200.

New buses for school routes
 The San Ramon Valley Unified School District will lease 
eight new school buses for students with disabilities. 
Trustees approved a motion last month to allow the district 
to spend $250,000 for the new vehicles.
 “It’s a good way for us to maintain our fleet of buses that 
is more cost effective,” said Terry Koehne, district spokes-
man. The new buses will have air conditioning, seatbelts 
and wheelchair access, he said. Some of the routes 
will include stops at Monte Vista High, Sycamore Valley 
Elementary, Charlotte Wood Middle School, Diablo Vista 
Middle School, Ranch Romero Elementary, Stone Valley 
Middle School and Los Cerros Middle School. 

Beasts nearing extinction
 Today and tomorrow are the last chance to visit the 
exhibit, “Beasts in Your Back Yard,” at the Museum of the 
San Ramon Valley. The display on prehistoric creatures 
that roamed this area 9 million to 10 million years ago 
opened in January and is being presented in cooperation 
with the UC Berkeley Museum of Paleontology and the 
Blackhawk Museum. The exhibit was underwritten by the 
J.M. Long Foundation.
  The Museum of the San Ramon Valley is located in the 
restored Southern Pacific Depot at 205 Railroad Ave. in 
Danville. Hours are 1-4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday; and 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturdays. Call 837-3750.

Corrections
   The story on visiting French students needing homes on page 4 in the April 14 
issue should have given the contact cell phone number for Danville organizer Terry 
Griffith as (415) 370-6133.
   The story “Like to write? Join a Club” on page 16 in the April 14 issue should 
have said Tri-Valley Writers is based in Pleasanton.

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ The weather has been 
rotten and you can’t ask 
people to stand around 

in the rain. ”—Alicia Watson about postponing the dedication of 
Andrew H. Young Park in Alamo. See story, page 5.

N E W S F R O N T



by Jordan M. Doronila 

P art of the roof of Heritage 
Bank of Commerce in 
Danville exploded into piec-

es all over the road last Thursday 
after a fire started in a pillar of the 
bank building, on the corner of 
Hartz Avenue and Diablo Road. 
The fire generated heat and smoke 
into the wooden mansard roof, 
which caused the blast.
  Faulty wiring appears to be 
the culprit that caused the fire, 
said Danville Police Chief Chris 
Wenzel. No one was injured.
 “I’m pretty confident that it 
was not a crime,” Wenzel said. 
“It appears there was no gasoline 
involved.” He said officials from 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms unit in Dublin told 
him there did not appear to be any 
criminal act.
 Early Thursday morning, April 
13, employees from Primo’s Pizza 
and Pasta restaurant saw flames 
coming from Heritage Bank and 
called the fire department at around 
4:55 a.m. Fire officials arrived at 
the scene at 5:02 a.m.
 Apparently, the fire started at one 
of the bank’s wooden pillars and 
the smoke spread upward into the 
mansard roof. The fire did not enter 
inside the roof, said Darryl Jones, 
inspector for the San Ramon Valley 
Fire Protection District.
 He said smoke and heat collected 
at the roof, which caused pieces of it 
to explode. He added that most of the 

fire damage was done on the bank’s 
pillar, and some areas connected with 
it were damaged by smoke.
 There was not much fire damage 
inside the bank but there was water 
damage caused by the sprinkling 
system, which was activated by the 
heat, and ceiling tiles were displaced 
as a result of the fire, Jones said.
 The street was closed while fire-
fighters cleaned up.

 “The building is well construct-
ed,” said Jones. 
 He added that the fire district 
is still investigating the causes of 
the fire. Original estimates by the 
Fire District placed the damages at 
$300,000.
 The bank is closed at this time. 
Customers are being directed to 
the Heritage Bank of Commerce 
branch in Fremont. ■

Bank 
blast

Heated roof explodes onto 
Hartz and Diablo
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  Newsfront
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by Natalie O’Neill

T he dedication for Andrew H. 
Young Park was extended this 
week after a longtime com-

panion of Young’s requested it be 
held in May, District 3 officials said.
  District 3 chose to honor Jeannine 
Kibbert’s request and reschedule 
the dedication for May 22, said 
Chief of Staff Ryan Klobas.
 “She wanted to push it back to be 
closer to the date of his death,” he 
said.
 Alicia Watson of R-7A, the 
advisory committee that is plan-
ning the dedication, said persis-
tent rain also played a role in the 
choice to push back the date. She 
expects the weather in May to be 
more appropriate for the outside 
ceremony, she said.

 “The weather has been rotten 
and you can’t ask people to stand 
around in the rain,” she said.
 The committee has encountered 
several recent delays for the dedica-
tion of the park because of renova-
tions taking place and weather issues 
after R-7A decided at a meeting 
earlier this year to proceed with it as 
soon as possible. Klobas said post-
poning the dedication had nothing to 
do with unfinished renovations.
 R-7A moved to push forward the 
dedication date because they felt 
they owed it to friends of Young.
 Andrew H. Young was the for-
mer chairman of the Boulevard 
of Trees project and an advo-
cate of beautifying Alamo. 
 The park is located in Alamo at 
the corner of Danville Boulevard 
and Jackson Way. ■

Park dedication now 
scheduled for May

Planners cite friend’s wishes, weather for postponement

Officials from the San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District tend to the Heritage Bank of 
Commerce after it was damaged by a fire last week.

by Natalie O’Neill

A n important piece of paper 
waits inside the homes and 
the outgoing mail of Bryan 

Ranch residents this week.
  A mail-in ballot, which is due 
by April 27, may mark the end to 
an on-going battle between bil-
lionaire David Duffield, founder of 
PeopleSoft, and longtime members 

of the community.
 The amendment would limit 
homes in the quiet, secluded neigh-
borhood of Bryan Ranch to 10,000 
square feet—about the size of a 
typical grocery store. 
 “I’m afraid people won’t take 
the time to send it in,” said resident 
Mary Barron.

Bryan Ranch voting 
on house-size limit

Mail-in vote may decide fate of Duffield’s proposed mansion

➤ Continued on page 9

by Natalie O’Neill

S ome say the best way to learn 
is to ask questions.
  This is how Supervisor Mary 

N. Piepho said District 3 is learning 
about Alamo’s Municipal Advisory 
Council—by sending out question-
eers to working MACs.
 In a meeting with community 
group representatives earlier this 
month, she announced the county’s 
plan to form a consistent structure 
for all MACs. Surveys are now 
being sent to other MACs in order 
to find the most effective way to set 
them up.
 “We’re getting an education on 
what’s working and what’s not,” 
Piepho said.
 District 3 representatives say 
establishing a uniform structure 
will benefit Alamo. But residents 
are concerned that a single struc-
ture countywide won’t be individu-

alized enough for this area.
 What works for one place may 
not work for another, said Karen 
McPherson, creator of the Alamo 
Area Council.
 “Alamo is different from Diablo. 
Won’t it take away our unique-
ness?” she said.
 In order to keep Alamo’s voice 
strong, there must be consistency 
in structure, Piepho said.
 “That’s just good government,” 
she said.
 Relying on a MAC may allow the 
county to turn a blind eye to Alamo, 
warned Preston Taylor, presi-
dent of the Alamo Improvement 
Association.
 “Couldn’t this let the supervisor 
off the hook ethically?” he asked.
 A MAC does not take any pres-
sure off District 3, Piepho said. 
MACs advise the county for Alamo, 
she said.
 “It creates a unity, an umbrella 

you don’t have right now,” she 
said.
 The surveys include questions 
about the number of members, how 
MACs post their minutes, where 
they hold meetings, and how the 
county can better serve the coun-
cil. District 3 has already received 
results from Diablo and Discovery 
Bay.
 Having a MAC creates a pyramid 
of responsibility, with the supervi-
sor at the top, Piepho said.
 Other community group lead-
ers said they worry a MAC may 
attempt to simplify complicated 
issues in the area.
 “Often it’s important to have 
disagreements that the supervisor 
hears,” Taylor said.
 When reporting to the coun-
ty, a MAC advises according to 
the opinion of the majority of its 

Piepho gathering facts on MACs
Supervisor wants municipal advisory councils to be uniform

➤ Continued on page 8

Danville council directs 
staff to prune tree 

for vertical clearance

by Geoff Gillette

Apublic hearing to again 
determine the fate of an oak 
tree overhanging the road-

way on El Pintado ended with a 
debate over semantics at  Tuesday’s 
Danville Town Council meeting. A 
motion was finally passed to direct 
staff to eliminate the liability in 
regards to vertical clearance.
 The ongoing discussion centers 
on a large oak tree that encroaches 
on the right of way on El Pintado 
Road at the corner of Victorian 
Lane. Earlier this year, town staff 
determined the oak must come down 
due to liability issues involved with 
the tree’s proximity to the road. 

Area residents appealed the deci-
sion to the Planning Commission, 
which denied the appeal.
 At their Feb. 21 meeting, mem-
bers of the Town Council approved 
a resolution overturning the deni-
al, sparing the tree. However, an 
arborist’s report showed that for 
the tree to be pruned sufficiently to 
remove the liability, it would have 
to be reduced by 80 percent. This 
prompted the town to reconsider its 
decision and hold another public 
hearing at the Tuesday meeting.
 Concerns were voiced by resi-
dents on both sides of the issue. 
Paul Clark said that while he appre-
ciated the concerns about the oak, 
consideration for the residents 
should be the higher priority.
 “You’re talking about this tree 
like it’s a person,” he said. “The 

Oak tree will live ... 
for now

➤ Continued on page 9

JORDAN M
. DORONILA



Museum caboose exhibit 
reopens after November 

vandalizing

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

 The newly restored exhibit in 
the caboose at the Museum of the 
San Ramon Valley reopened this 
week, thanks to a committee of 
volunteers that worked to repair the 
damages after a young man vandal-
ized the train car and the exhibit in 
November.
 The caboose holds public rest-
rooms for both men and women, 
and an exhibit portraying life on the 
railroad, complete with passengers 
“Bob” and “Mike.”
 “The town immediately came 
in and redid the restrooms but the 
exhibit was unique,” said museum 
spokeswoman Candace Andersen, 
who is also a Danville Town 
Council member. “The museum 
volunteers pulled it together using 
grant monies. Through their great 
efforts it’s reopened, and they did a 
remarkable job.”
 The original exhibit in the 
Southern Pacific caboose, affec-
tionately known as “Loo,” was 
opened in May 2002. The two 
men in the caboose were designed 
to look like Bob Petrie and Mike 
Giorsetto, who originally helped 
restore the old depot.
 After the November destruction, 
museum volunteers pulled together 
to salvage as much as possible and 
return the display to its original 
condition, said Andersen, and a 
committee was formed, including 
Jan Elliott, Sandy Varco, Kathy 
Fitzpatrick and Barbara Hubinger, 
who also headed up the first com-
mittee. Useable items that were 

‘Loo’ fully 
restored
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N E W S F R O N T

CELEBRATE THE WARM WEATHER
with a visit to Mahalo Grille.

TALBOTT VINEYARDS
Vintners Dinner

Wednesday, April 26th

HURRY! 
There are only a FEW Spots Left!

425 Main Street - Pleasanton, Ca
For Reservations Call (925) 462-2800

or Visit ddddddd

DON’T FORGET MOM!
SUNDAY, MAY 14TH

Gift Certificates Available!

➤ Continued on page 7

Investigating muddy footprints, 
bloody crimson pools and a 
dead body gave teens from 

Charlotte Wood Middle School the 
chance to elevate their powers of 
reasoning, teachers said, enabling 
them to make wiser life choices.
 Seventh-grade science teachers 
Debbie Williams and Annie Vargas 
held a mock murder mystery proj-
ect with their students earlier this 
month at Charlotte Wood. In the 
classroom, they had the fake body 
dressed in bloodstained clothing, 
and traces of muddy footprints 
were sticking on the floor.
 The premise was that a body 
was found during a Renaissance 
Faire this month. The teenagers 
had to discover who the killer was 
by using their knowledge of cells, 
DNA and genetics, which have 
been taught all year.
 The mock murder investigation 
would help them integrate what 
they had learned through a hands-
on experience, Williams said.
 A total of 380 students partic-
ipated in the exercise, Williams 
said.
 “It’s a fun way to learn,” said 
seventh-grader Kayla Auster. 
 “This whole thing was about 
teamwork,” said Amanda Nguyen 
another seventh-grader. “We get 
a hands-on approach to what we 
learned.” She added that without 
working together, students would 
have never found out who was the 
murderer. 
 “I want them to use all their pow-
ers of observation,” Williams said.
 The students were paired with 
partners to find the killer. First they 
were given a description of the 
suspects. Then, they had to look at 
a police report that described what 
happened to the victim. Afterward, 
they analyzed five things from the 

victim: blood type, soil analysis, 
pedigrees, fiber analysis and fin-
gerprints.
 When they discovered their find-
ings matched with one suspect, 
they were then able to find who the 
murderer was. The pair that found 
the murderer first was given a quiz 
pass and a police sticker.
 Charlotte Wood Middle School 
principal Sandy Budde said stu-
dents who successfully completed 
each stage were given 10 points. 
There were a total of 50 points that 
counted toward their academic per-
formance, Williams said. 
 Playing detective and figuring out 
crime scenes brought forensic skills 
together for the seventh-graders. 
 “The activity truly brings it all 
together in an interesting manner,” 
said Budde. “Students need to dem-
onstrate mastery of the material, 
not just familiarity.”
 “They need to be critical thinkers 
and use everything they’ve learned 
in order to solve a mystery,” she 
added. “Great teaching at its best.”
 Students in Williams’ class said 
they enjoyed being challenged. 
 “She’s not afraid to be out there,” 
said seventh-grader Kirsten Hicks. 
“She makes us work. But we’re 
never bored.” ■

Science sleuthing
Middle school students learn from crime scene investigation

by Jordan M. Doronila 

Seventh-graders Michelle Anderson, Marissa Collins, Chelsea Corey and Casey Nelson 
work to solve a murder mystery, and learn science lessons in the process. Science 
teachers Debbie Williams and Annie Vargas created a mock murder mystery earlier this 
month—with a fake dead body oozing blood—to help students understand genetics and 
DNA. Students said they enjoyed the experience because the project made school les-
sons come to life.
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“This whole 
thing was about 
teamwork. We get a 
hands-on approach 
to what we learned.”

—Amanda Nguyen,
seventh-grader



part of the original exhibit were 
cleaned, polished and repaired.
 “Most of the members of the 
first committee were still around 
and they came back happily,” said 
Hubinger. “We had $2,000 left in 
the original grant from Longs.” The 
total for repairs came to $2,500, 
she said.
 Bob’s and Mike’s heads and arms 
were sent to the original manufac-
turers who were able to clean and 

restore them. New bodies were 
purchased with the last of the grant 
monies. Dale and Joanne Haukland 
managed to clean the jeans and 
overalls, and donations were 
accepted to replace the original 
clothing that was deemed beyond 
repair.
 “They are dressed now in donat-
ed clothing and were put back 
into their rightful place yester-
day,” said Hubinger on Tuesday. 
Additional help was given by 
Stuart Eberhardt, Discovery 
Thrift Shop, Eloise McTigue, 
John Hubinger, Kate Elliott and 
Harry Hubinger. ■
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N E W S F R O N T

SPRING has 
(finally) Sprung!

405 Main street - pleasanton, ca
for reservations dial (925) 417-2222

or visit    kjkjkjjkjjkj

And we have exciting entrées, 
appetizers and specialty cocktails 

to welcome the warm weather!
*

Don’t forget Mom!
Sunday, may 14th

Gift Certificates Available For
That Special Lady in Your Life.

Restored
➤ Continued from page 6

Latest treasure 
Hospice Thrift Shoppe manager Cathie Terry displays one of 

the shop’s latest acquisitions, an original oil painting by Louise 
Tennyson that is priced at $250. It was donated to the shop along 
with other art by a couple that had furnished their home and a vaca-
tion cabin and still had an overflow. Terry said that despite their 
abundance of clothes, household items, books, toys, costume jew-
elry and other things that sell for low prices, she also gets antiques 
and some high ticket items; she has sold a couch for $2,000 and 
three grand pianos. The shop is located at 444 Diablo Road, near 
Albertson’s, and is one of five that benefit Hospice and Palliative 
Care of Contra Costa.

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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Drawn from 
the goodness 
of nature

a Healthy daily care for your skin.

a Benefi ts from over 68 premium 
active botanical extracts, oils 
and essential minerals.

a No preservatives, mineral oil 
or synthetic dyes.

652 Main Street, Pleasanton • (925) 485-3077
STORE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm

Friday-Saturday 10am-9pm & Sundays 10am-6pm

The ultimate kitchen, entertainment, 
gift and garden store

Domus
of

Pleasanton

Give Mom the gift 
she will love using

FREE
Gift

 Receive a Pink Canvas Travel Clock
  With any $25 purchase of Crabtree & Evelyn® products

[while supplies last]

Gift cards available …

Mother’s Day
May 14th

members. 
 “You’re not always going to 
agree. I accept that. But with two-
thirds, you’ve got a majority,” 
Piepho said.
 Establishing a MAC is one way 
to guarantee that local government 
is made up of checks and balances, 
she said.
 Currently county service area 
R-7A for parks and recreation, and 
Zone 36 for landscape and light-
ing, are major voices in Alamo. 
Geographically, however, the com-
mittees do not represent all of 
Alamo. A MAC provides the entire 
area with accountability, Piepho 
said.
 Other residents at the meeting 
said they see the potential for ten-
sion between previously existing 

groups and the newly appointed 
MAC. If this is the case, there may 
be a breakdown in communication, 
residents said.
 Without feedback from other 
groups, the council may not be an 
accurate representation of Alamo 
as a whole, they said.
 Representatives from groups like 
the AIA, AAC, Zone 36 and R-
7A will likely be appointed to the 
MAC, Piepho said. 
 Local organizations that do not 
support the county’s initiative to 
form a MAC, advocate stronger 
local control and feel a MAC won’t 
represent the opinion of Alamo 
residents accurately.
 “Right now there is no commu-
nity that has a MAC that wants it to 
go away,” Piepho said.
 Lea Castleberry, community liai-
son for District 3, said they expect 
to have results from the question-
eers late this month. ■

MACs
➤ Continued from page 5

Tropical reading
Mackenzie Chamber, 4, and Luke O’Brien, 6-1/2, bring their 

Danville Weekly to Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, in January to help their 
grandmother Carol Borzone celebrate her birthday.

Take Us Along on your travels and send photos to Editor@
DanvilleWeekly.com or 315 Diablo Road, Danville 94596.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G

 The Alamo-Danville Artists’ 
Society awarded Stephen Sanfilippo 
“Best of Show” in its 29th annual 
Gala Spring Art Show, for his oil 
painting titled, “Golden Marsh.” 
The exhibit is open throughout 
April at the Danville Fine Arts 
Gallery, 233 Front St. in Danville.
 “I had an emotional response to 
the composition and color in this 
scene,” said judge Charles White, 
an internationally acclaimed paint-
er. “This is a place I would want to 
go visit.”
 “There were so many outstand-
ing pieces in this year’s show that 
I awarded an unprecedented num-
ber of honorable mention ribbons,” 
White said.
 Sanfilippo has been painting for 
more than 25 years and moved 
to Alamo from San Francisco in 
October. Two of his pieces were 
among the 78 chosen from several 
hundred to be in the show.
 “I really appreciate having my 
paintings so well-received among 
all the other very talented work on 
display here,” said Sanfilippo.

 Sanfilippo moved to Alamo from 
San Francisco in October. He left 
the graphic design field in 2004 
and has made fine art his full-time 
career. He especially enjoys paint-
ing “en plein air.”
 “Painting outdoors is the only 
way I can emotionally connect with 
the light, shadows and color of a 
scene,” he said. “If I don’t have 
that direct connection, then it is 
very difficult to translate a scene 
honestly on the canvas.” ■

Alamo artist 
‘Best of Show’



 For the amendment to pass, at least 
75 percent of Bryan Ranch residents 
must vote “yes” and send the ballot 
to Jean Bates & Associates by mail. 
A ballot that isn’t returned is counted 
as a “no” vote.
 The Duffield’s original plans for 
a 72,000-square-foot mansion at 7 
Country Oak Lane were downsized 
to 17,000 square feet in December, 
after 80 percent of Bryan Ranch 
neighbors signed a petition against 
it. An amendment to the Bryan 
Ranch Home Owners Association 
regulations was filed with Contra 
Costa County in November.
 “It’s still like having a Safeway 
or a Wal-Mart put in up here,” said 
Elizabeth Pelletier, who lives next 
door on Country Oak Lane.
 Many residents of Bryan Ranch 
say constructing a mansion this 
size destroys the ambiance of the 
quaint rural neighborhood, which 
overlooks the dramatic green hills 
of Alamo. 
 But Duffield and his spokesman 
say the house size is appropriate 
for the size of the lot, and insist it 
is needed to accommodate large 
family gatherings. 
 Duffield’s attorney Andrew 
B. Sabey approached the Bryan 
Ranch board of directors early this 
year, citing flaws with the original 
amendment and threatening a law-
suit. A re-vote was then sent out in 
late March.
 Sabey said the previous petition 
didn’t give residents enough time 
to consider the issue. A proper 
homeowners association debate, 
along with a letter detailing the 
pros and cons, were needed to 
ensure the process was fair and 
accurate, he said.
 “A mail-in ballot is confidential; 
there’s no pressure to sign in front 
of your neighbors or your friends,” 
Sabey said.
  It is the best, most cost-effective 

way to vote, short of setting up a 
poll, he said.
 Advocates of the amendment 
feel a mail-in vote puts them at an 
unfair disadvantage.
 “The nature of a mail-in ballot 
is that the odds are already stacked 
against us. It’s very smart of them,” 
Pelletier said.
 If the amendment is not passed, 
it sets a precedent, allowing similar 
large structures to be built in Bryan 
Ranch in the future. This is likely 
to positively affect property values, 
Duffield’s spokesmen said.
 A “no” vote potentially means 
years of construction traffic around 
7 Country Oak Lane. It also sup-
ports having no legal limit on the 
size of houses that can be built in 
Bryan Ranch.
 “His lawyers cast a lot of doubt 
by sending letters out to the hom-
eowners,” Pelletier said.
 In a letter to the Bryan Ranch 
Home Owners Association, Mary- 
Jo Bedayn, who organized the 
petition, refuted claims that signa-
tures were gathered in an unpro-
fessional way.
 “I am very disappointed to hear 
that we who visited the neighbors 
on this issue are also being paint-
ed as coercive,” wrote Bedayn. 
“Everyone had to agree to sign 
their name and those that declined 
did so without any malice from 
us.” 
 Members of Save Bryan Ranch, 
a group formed to protect the 
area’s character, say now the 
burden of proof should rest on 
Duffield. 
 Sabey said, from a legal point of 
view, that way of thinking doesn’t 
make sense. 
 “Proponents of change bear the 
weight,” he said.
 While the vote may mark the 
end to a battle over house size, 
some residents say they can’t help 
hard feelings about the way the 
Duffields approached the conflict.
 “If the Duffields care so much 
about the community at large, why 

don’t they listen to what 80 per-
cent of their neighbors are saying?” 
Pelletier said. 
 The Duffields have said they 
chose to downsize their house to 
respect the wishes of the Bryan 
Ranch Community.
 It is difficult to go against a 
billionaire who has his own pub-
lic relations spokesperson and an 
attorney, Pelletier said. 
 “People are afraid they are going 
to get sued,” said neighbor Alicia 
Nance.
 Earlier this month, the Duffields 
donated money to the Devil 
Mountain Run, a long-time com-
munity event that nearly ceased 
from lack of funding. They also 
contribute to other philanthropic 
causes, oftentimes to help children 
and animals.
 Neighbors say they would like 
to see a similar sensitivity and con-
cern for the community shown to 
Bryan Ranch residents. 
 “When donations are made, it’s 
hard to counter that,” Pelletier said.
 Duffield said his choice to fund 
the Devil Mountain Run is unrelated 
to the controversy over his home.
  Results of the vote are expected 
promptly after April 28. ■

Bryan Ranch
➤ Continued from page 5

first time someone gets hit on that 
road you’ll do something.”
 Clark exhorted the council to act 
before an injury is caused. He also 
called for decisions to be made 
regarding the repair or upgrading 
of El Pintado to make the road safer 
to travel.
 Original appellant John Eudy 
applauded the council’s willing-
ness to continue the discussion, but 
said he felt there needed to be an 
economy of scale to the decision-
making.
 “Let the tree figure out if it’s 
going to make it. Do the pruning 
you need to do and remove the 
liability issues,” he said. Eudy dis-
agreed with the arborist’s report, 
saying he felt the pruning could be 
done with the removal of only 50 
percent of the tree.
 Council members agreed the cur-
rent state of the oak presented a 
danger to the public and that some-
thing needed to be done. Where the 
council split, however, was in the 

wording to be used in their recom-
mendation to staff.
 Councilwoman Candace Andersen 
moved for a resolution calling for the 
“elimination” of the liability issues, 
with the caveat that if the tree did 
not survive, two new trees would be 
planted as mitigation.

 “My concern is human life,” 
Andersen said. “I don’t want to 
see someone strike the tree or, 
more likely, swerve to avoid the 
tree and hit someone. We do have 
to do work on the road. And that 
is in the works for the capital 
budget. We want to do the work 
and yet keep the character of the 
neighborhood.”

 Councilman Newell Arnerich 
opposed the plan, saying by using 
the term “eliminate” it gives staff 
leeway to completely remove the 
tree if that is what is necessary 
to eliminate the liability. Arnerich 
supported the pruning, but wanted 
staff to have a clear mandate to 
keep the tree.
 After discussion with the town 
attorney, the motion was amend-
ed to direct staff to eliminate 
the liability in regards to verti-
cal clearance. Council members 
voted 3-2 in favor, with Arnerich 
and Vice Mayor Mike Shimansky 
opposed.
 Shimansky said he voted against 
the motion because of the seman-
tics used.
 “I just wanted it trimmed for 
liability,” he said. “I don’t want it 
torn down and the motion leaves 
that possibility intact.”
 In regards to the road improve-
ment issue, Shimansky said, “We 
could probably come up with 
enough money to make the road 
safe. But the neighborhood needs 
to get together with a unified voice. 
Then we can move ahead and get it 
done.” ■
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Council
➤ Continued from page 5

The old oak tree on El Pintado displayed its gratitude with a sign reading, “Thank you! 
Your vote saved me!” after Danville Town Council members spared it at their meeting in 
February. The issue was re-visited Tuesday night.

JORDAN M
. DORONILA

“I don’t want to see 
someone strike the 
tree or, more likely, 
swerve to avoid the 
tree and hit someone.”

—Councilwoman
Candace Andersen
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Diablo Views
B Y  D O L O R E S  F O X  C I A R D E L L I

I t had been a few years since 
I’d had my eyes checked. 
Somehow it was always easy 

to put it off. When I lost the fitted 
sunshades for my glasses, I had 
the incentive to call Kaiser for an 
appointment. I do expect the sun to 
shine at some point and then I will 
really miss my sunglasses.
 The optometrist turned out to be 
from Danville—Dr. Lynn Smith. 
He grew up in Oakland and went 
to college at UC Berkeley. “When 
in my first year of college, I went 
to my family optometrist and he 
queried me about my career plans,” 
recalled Dr. Smith. “I worked with 
him for many years.” Dr. Smith set 
me straight on the need for frequent 
eye exams, saying they should be 
every two years. My father lost his 
eyesight to macular degeneration 
when he was in his 80s so I should 
know better. This disease is the 
leading cause of legal blindness in 
the United States.
 First Dr. Smith checked out my 
glasses then turned to test my eyes. 
Which is clearer—number one or 
number two? Number two or num-
ber one? When you get down to 
the fine gradations you wonder if 
you always had so much trouble 
making decisions. Next, I stared 
at a red light in the distance, while 
he examined my eyes with his 
ophthalmoscope, looking through 
the eye to the back of the eye, the 
retina. The macula is part of the 
retina, he explained. He was exam-
ining the retina’s texture and color, 
looking for tears, discoloration and 
atypical blood vessel formation, he 
said. He was also comparing my 
eyes to each other, and evaluating 
everything with the medical history 
I’d given.
 We went into another room for 
the glaucoma test. I positioned my 
head on a chinrest, opened each eye 
in turn, and received a startling shot 
of air onto the eyeball. Each time 
I jumped a foot although it didn’t 
hurt. Dr. Smith explained that he 
was using a “noncontact tenom-
eter” to measure pressure. The pre-
measured amount of air bounces 
off the eye back to the computer, 
which processes the atmospheric 
pressure to see if it indicates glau-
coma. “Simply put, glaucoma is 
high pressure in the eye,” Dr. Smith 
explained.
 The problem with glaucoma, he 

said, is that by the time you feel 
it, your eyes have been damaged 
beyond repair. That’s why we need 
to have our eyes examined every 
two years. He also recommends 
children’s eyes be examined this 
often, starting at age 2, although he 
said there is debate on this. “I say 
that if you take them to a pediatri-
cian and a dentist, you should take 
them to an eye doctor,” he said.

 The three main health issues 
optometrists check for are glau-
coma, cataracts and macular degen-
eration, said Dr. Smith, although 
they are also on the alert for other 
troubles, such as changes asso-
ciated with diabetes, high blood 
pressure and cholesterol, and the 
ability to see clearly. With healthy 
people, he is mainly monitoring 
vision changes, but as people age 
he does a broadbased exam. He 
saw no reason at this visit to dilate 
my eyes, which is done to look at 
the extreme periphery, but recom-
mends it once every five years. “If 
you had told me your parents or 
older brother has retinal detach-
ment, I would have dilated your 
eyes,” he said. Or if I’d had a bad 
fall or bumped my head. He noted 
that eye checkups also reveal hem-
orrhaging, and undiagnosed diabet-
ics. The good news was I didn’t 
have to suffer for my procrastina-
tion this time—my eyes are fine.
 Dr. Smith said that 11 years 
ago, he and his wife were liv-
ing in Hercules and celebrated 
their anniversary at the Blackhawk 
Grille. Afterwards, they drove out 
and turned left and his wife said, 
“There are houses!” He told her 
they already had a house, but she 
got to work investigating the area—
which was right between their two 
places of work—and soon they had 
moved with their two children to 
Vista Tassajara. “It was the most 
expensive dinner I ever had in my 
life,” he added, with a laugh. ■

The eyes have it

The problem with 
glaucoma, he said, 
is that by the time 
you feel it, your eyes 
have been damaged 
beyond repair.

construction

Custom Construction Loans
Flexible financing based on expected appraised values!

•  LTVs include the expected value after construction
•  One-step process, streamlined cash flow
•  Remodels, rehabs, new construction and lot loans
•  Work with our experts, depend on our 
    experience - reaching back to 1889!

Rates and programs subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts loan applications in: Wash-
ington Mutual Bank - many states: Washington Mutual bank, doing business as Washington Mutual Bank, FA - Many states; and Washington Mutual fsb - ID, MT, UT.

“Meet” Jim Black
Phone: 925-287-7321
Mobile: 415-793-3756
james.black@wamu.net

Monthly Local Seminars, call to learn more

Senior Loan Consultant, VP
Call Lori at (925) 461-6959
LSmith@rpm-mortgage.com

30 West Neal St. Suite 105, Pleasanton

How do you close your 
purchase in 15 days or less?

By using Lori Smith at RPM, a 1 billion dollar 
mortgage lender right here in your backyard!

5800 Stoneridge Mall Road • Pleasanton, CA 94588

Lower Your House Payment

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644
laura.ryan@wamu.net

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647

harry.osmus@wamu.net

• Minimum Payment at 1.375% (APR 5.884%)
• Vacation Homes also at 1.375%
• 40 Year Term Available for Really Low Payment
• “Lowest Margins”
• "Stated Income" at no extra cost
• Loan Amounts up to 7 Million
• Life Cap of 9.95%

Offer applies only to the One Month Option ARM.  The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month.  The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment 
amount.  The minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month.  Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amorlzation.  All pay-
ment options are not available every month.  In addition, on 15 year loans, only up to three payment based on the higher of the start rate or the fully indexed rate.  APR is offective as 
of 6/03/05.  The APR and 1.25% start rate are available only to borrowers meeting certain qualifications and only on purchase money and non-cash refinance loans secured by 1-2 
unit owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, loan to value ratios of up to 80% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan amounts of up to $1.5 million.  
Additional limitations and restrictions may apply.  Higher ratios may apply to One Month Option ARMs with different parameters.  Rates and terms are subject to change without notice.  
Alternative pricing options may be availiable.  Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details.  Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV or 80% 
and prepaid finance charges of $3,498.36, a starting interest rate of 1.25%, Index of 2.633%, a Margin of 7.80% and a fully Indexed Rate of 4.433%.  On a 30 year loan, 
the APR would be 4.537% and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $666.50 to $1,089.15.  On a 15 year loan, the APR would be 4.621% and the 180 
minimum monthly payments would vary from $1,219.11 to $1,600.17 Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts appications and deposits in:  Washington Mutual 
Bank - many states; Washington Mutual Bank fsb - ID, MT, UT.  

with our “One Month ARM” (with Great New Pricing!)
Example 30 year 40 years        
Loan Amount $500,000
1st Year Monthly Payment $1,695 $1,379
2nd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,822 $1,483
3rd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,959  $1,594
4th Year Max Monthly Payment $2,106 $1,713
5th Year Max Monthly Payment $2,264 $1,842

*Equity Lines to $750,000*
Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, Cash-out 

to pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.
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Perspective
E D I T O R I A L S •  L E T T E R S  •  O P I N I O N S  A B O U T  L O C A L  I S S U E S

 For a year now, we’ve delivered the 
Danville Weekly to your mailbox absolutely 
free so you can receive the only weekly 
newspaper dedicated entirely to the coverage 
of news, events and people within Danville, 
Blackhawk, Alamo and Diablo. We hope 
you have enjoyed this inside look at your 
community, and only your community, that 
no one else provides.
 We want the Danville Weekly to be 
your paper, the paper you most look for-
ward to receiving. However, printing and 
mailing costs are expensive, so we want 
to make sure only those people who want 
the Danville Weekly actually receive it. 
As a result, in the next few weeks, we are 
asking you to let us know that you want 
to continue receiving our paper.
 To ensure that you continue to receive 
the Danville Weekly, completely free of 
charge, the process is simple. Choose one 

of the following:
1. The most efficient way is to go online to 
www.DanvilleWeekly.com and fill out the 
quick and easy online form.

OR
2. Fill out the form provided in this issue 
(page 2) and mail it back to us

OR
3. Call our office at 837-8300 and speak 
to us or leave a message with your name, 
address, phone number and e-mail address.
 We look forward to hearing from you and 
continuing to be your hometown community 
newspaper.  In the next few weeks you will 
see reminders about this process in our news-
paper. We encourage you to respond now 
while you are thinking about it. Don’t miss 
the opportunity to continue receiving us.

Sincerely,
Deborah McKeehan

Code of ethics The Danville Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level of ethical standards in journalism, includ-
ing the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 21, 1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the Code, 
please visit our web site at www.DanvilleWeekly.com

E D I T O R I A L  •  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R
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1-888-738-1376

Is your dog running off your 
property and into traffi c? 
Neighbor’s yards? Wilder-
ness areas? Or chasing other 
dogs, or even people? Then 
let Invisible Fence® Brand 
show you how your dog can 
stay safe behind a wall that 
no one can see - but that 
your dog is  guaranteed not 
to cross!

Is your
dog
getting
into
danger?
We can help.

SCHEDULE A FREE ON-SITE
EVALUATION TODAY!

Regarding Pombo article

Dear Editor:
 I have a few comments regarding 
the Danville Weekly article about 
Congressman Richard Pombo.
 On the immigration issue, Pombo 
was quoted as saying, “We just can’t 
go out and evict the 15-20 million 
people who are already here and 
working.” The article never men-
tions Pombo was the only Bay Area 
member of Congress who voted 
for HR.4437 which would realize 
precisely what Pombo claims he is 
against. Passage of HR.4437 was the 
primary trigger for the outcry we’ve 
seen around the country because 
it would criminalize and evict the 
same people Pombo “favors” for a 
guest worker program.
 Pombo also asserted that the 
congressional watchdog group, 
Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington, is working 
for Pete McCloskey and Democrats. 
In fact, CREW is a non-partisan 
organization, completely unaffiliat-
ed with Democrats or Republicans. 
CREW just filed an ethics com-
plaint against U.S. Rep. William 
Jefferson (D., La.) last week.
 The article implied some uncer-
tainty around Pombo’s actions scru-

tinized by CREW. It’s a matter of 
public record that Pombo took all 
such actions, like paying his wife 
a total of $120,225 from his cam-
paign as a “fund raising consul-
tant.” The “charges” and “claims” 
by CREW cited in the article are not 
that Pombo took these actions but 
rather that his actions are unethical.
 I hope these comments serve 
to fairly and accurately represent 
Pombo’s voting record, and the eth-
ics complaints from non-partisan 
organizations.

Brian Mundy, Danville

Sycamore chicanery
Dear Editor:
 This past April 13, I spent four 
hours at the Sycamore Homeowners 
board meeting, watching as our lead-
ers used half-truths, deceit and chica-
nery, all in an effort to deny the chil-
dren of Sycamore and their friends 
the opportunity to participate on the 
Sycamore Swim Team, which has 
been in existence since the 1970s.
 The meeting began at 7 p.m. 
and around 7:30, in front of a full 
house of swim team supporters, 
the board reiterated its support for 
the team’s 2006 season, but only 
after president Mark Raitz made 
sure we appreciated his hard work 

in hammering out a further clarifi-
cation of the contract. The motion 
to reaffirm the 2006 swim season 
passed by a vote of 6-1, with Earl 
Lubell voting against it.
 The board moved on to other, 
more pressing issues ... until 11:10 
p.m. At that time, with the room 
nearly empty, Lubell re-submitted 
a motion to rescind the 2006 Swim 
Team contract. It was seconded by 
Ron Barrios. Raitz, after earlier 
quoting from a letter by the board’s 
attorney advising them to honor the 
2006 Swim Team Contract, voted to 
rescind the contract. At 7:30 he had 
voted to support the swim team but 
at 11:30 he voted against the very 
addendum that he negotiated. Ron 
Barrios also changed his vote. The 
other four voted against it, although 
Doug Allen has also voted against 
the swim team continuing after 
this year. Lubell’s “Resolution to 
Rescind” was defeated 4-3.
 This deceitful move compelled 
me to write this letter. Instead 
of Leadership, the board mem-
bers displayed Cowardice. Instead 
of Community, they embodied 
Selfishness. What is their true 
agenda?

Thomas K. Bradley, Sycamore 
Homeowner



Page 12 • April 21, 2006 • Danville Weekly

Community Pulse

 A burglar robbing an Alamo home on Easy Street 
last Saturday dropped a drawer full of jewels after 
a resident confronted him as he carried stolen items 
to a white cargo van. 
 After being spotted, the man, a white male in his 
late 20s to early 30s, ran to the van and sped away 
from the scene.
 “He was spooked,” said Angela Urrutia, crime 
prevention specialist at the Sheriff’s Valley Station.
 Around 7:15 p.m., the culprit ransacked the 
homeowner’s drawers in the master bedroom and 
other rooms of the Alamo home, said Urrutia. The 
owner was away for the weekend and was having 
construction done to his house.

 While the burglar was going through the drawers, 
a neighbor heard his dogs barking and went to the 
house. The resident saw the man and confronted him 
but there was no physical contact, said Urrutia.
 The suspect zipped to his car and sped away. 
 Urrutia said residents should call the Sheriff’s 
Office if they plan to go on vacation so deputies can 
check their homes to make sure things are in order.
 “It’s a very valuable service the Sheriff’s Office 
offers,” she said. For a vacation check by the 
Sheriff’s Office, call 837-2902. Danville residents 
should call 314-3410.

—Jordan M. Doronila

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N  &  L O G  •  O B I T U A R I E S  •  B I R T H S  &  W E D D I N G S

Services Offered:
Laser Hair Reduction

Titan Skin 
Tightening

IPL Photo-
rejuvenation

Botox®

Restylane®

Captique®

Collagen Injections

Facials

Waxing

Microdermabrasion

Chemical Peels

Eyelash
Extensions

Professional 
Makeup for All 
Occasions

Models
Ravi Panjabi, MD, Medical Director

Medical Grade Skin Treatments in a 
Luxurious Spa Setting.

2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Suite 3
San Ramon, CA 94583

(925) 552-5100
www.skinglomedspa.com

Our Team, Ravi Panjabi MD Medical Director, Kristi 
LaRock PA-C, Anna Moure RN, Auzzi Dadgar RN, 
Paulina RN PhD, Jennifer Licensed Esthetician, Sinead 
Guisti Spa Coordinator.

We want to be your Skin Care partner because… 
WE CARE and WE want you to look and feel your 
best with the Least Possible cost.

Come in for a complimentary
comprehensive skincare consultation. 

We will design a customized skincare plan 
based on your needs with convenient

 financing options. 

Mondays - Monday is Amigo Night! Join us on 

Mondays and bring a friend! 

Order one combo meal...and the second is only $1.99!

500 Sycamore Valley Road West . Danville . In the Livery . 925.831.3644

Good Food     Good Service     Good Atmosphere

Thursdays - On Thursday...House margaritas and 

beer are $1.99 in the bar all day long. 

From 5-7 Tacos are .99¢

Burglary gets difficult on Easy Street

Monday, April 10
• Receiving stolen property, arrest, 

on El Cerro Blvd. and La Gonda 
Way at 12:18 a.m.

• Identity theft on San Thomas Way at 
5:06 p.m.

Tuesday, April 11
• Misdemeanor driving under the influ-

ence (DUI), arrest, on Camino 
Tassajara and Crow Canyon Rd. 
at 1:07 a.m.

• Vandalism on Rock Island Cir. at 
5:36 a.m.

• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 
Remington Dr. at 7:03 a.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Diablo Rd. and Front St. at 
8:20 a.m.

• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 
San Ramon Valley Blvd. and 
Sycamore Valley Rd. at 
12:22 p.m.

• Suspicious circumstances on Brush 
Creek Pl. at 2:39 p.m.

• DUI, arrest, on W. Prospect Ave. at 
9:05 p.m.

• Vandalism on Hartz Way and 
Railroad Ave. at 9:36 a.m.

• Vandalism on Nerine Ct. at 
10:33 p.m.

Thursday, April 13
• Vandalism on Brookside Dr. at 

7:18 a.m.
• Grand theft from building on Diablo 

Rd. at 10:08 a.m.
• Suspicious circumstances on 

Winfield Ln. at 10:38 a.m.
• Warrant arrest on La Gonda Way at 

4:44 p.m.
• Strong-arm robbery, arrest, on Hartz 

Ave. and Railroad Ave. at 
5:09 p.m.

• Vandalism on San Ramon Valley 
Blvd. and Sycamore Valley Rd. 
at 10:23 p.m.

• Residential burglary on La Questa 
Dr. at 10:26 p.m.

Friday, April 14
• DUI, arrest, on El Cerro Blvd and 

northbound I-680 at 4:20 a.m.
• Auto burglary on Sky Terrace at 

8:04 a.m.
• Suspicious person stop at Buckeye 

Ln. and Willowmere Rd. at 
5:14 p.m.

Saturday, April 15
• Suspicious circumstances on La 

Gonda Way at 9:06 a.m.
• Grand theft from vehicle on Canfield 

Ct. at 10:37 a.m.
• Battery on Camino Tassajara and 

Glasgow Dr. at 1:43 p.m.
• Trespassing on Bobbie Ct. at 

6:08 p.m.
• Accident, property damage, on 

Greenbrook Dr. and Sycamore 
Valley Rd. at 6:30 p.m.

• DUI, arrest, on Camino Tassajara 
and Shady Creek Dr. at 
9:18 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Camino Tassajara and Diablo 
Rd. at 9:17 p.m.

Sunday, April 16
• DUI, arrest, on Jewel Terrace and 

San Ramon Valley Blvd. at 
12:37 a.m.

• DUI, arrest, on Green Valley Rd. at 
2:38 a.m.

• Commercial burglary on Camino 
Tassajara at 9:36 a.m.

Monday, April 17
• Drunk in public on Hartz Ave. at 

12:10 a.m. 
The Office of the Contra Costa County 
Sheriff’s Department’s Valley Station in 
Alamo made the following information 
available.

ALAMO
Saturday, April 15
• Residential burglary on Easy St.

DANVILLE
Monday, April 10
• Misdemeanor battery on 

Buckingham Dr. and Mansfield 
Dr.

Wednesday, April 12
• Residential burglary on Creekpoint Ct.

The Danville Police Department made 
the following information available. 
Under the law, those charged with 
offenses are considered innocent until 
convicted.

P O L I C E  L O G



  Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

Friday
Baseball: Monte Vista vs. Cal High, 
3:45 p.m.
Swimming: Monte Vista vs. Cal High
San Ramon vs. Castro Valley
Girls lacrosse: San Ramon at Cal 
High, 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Boys Golf: Monte Vista at Foothill, 
3 p.m., San Ramon vs. Livermore, 
3:30 p.m.
Boys Tennis: EBAL Tournament, Apr. 
25-29
Girls lacrosse: San Ramon at 
Piedmont, 7 p.m.
Softball: San Ramon vs. Monte 
Vista, 4 p.m.

Wednesday
Baseball; Monte Vista at San Ramon 
Valley, 3:45 p.m.
Boys Golf: Manteca Tournament, 
7:30 a.m.
Girls Lacrosse: Monte Vista vs. 
Santa Catalina, 4 p.m.

Thursday
Boys Golf: Monte Vista vs. San 
Ramon Valley, 3 p.m.
Boys Volleyball: Monte Vista vs. 
Amador Valley, 6 p.m., San Ramon at 
Foothill, 6 p.m.
Track and Field: Monte Vista vs. San 
Ramon, 4 p.m.
Softball: San Ramon at Foothill, 
4 p.m.

P R E P  S C H E D U L E
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T he Tri-Valley Blue Devils 
Pee Wee B’s amateur hockey 
team for ages 11-13 capped 

a triumphant season by winning the 
state championship over the week-
end of March 31-April 2.
 During the season, which runs 
from August to April, the Blue 
Devils were undefeated, beating 
teams from across California and 
the Western United States.
 The co-ed team, which practices 
at Dublin Iceland, then went on to 
compete in the state championships 
in Los Angeles against the three 
other top teams. The Blue Devils 
won their first three games, under 
the leadership of team captain Tom 
Heppner, which left one to go, on 
Sunday against Stockton.
 Stockton took an early lead, 1-
0, then built to a 2-0 lead about 
eight minutes later. Tri-Valley 
answered the bell with a goal by 
Tyler Theobald assisted by Andreas 
Dereschuk with just over a minute 
left in the first period. Theobald 
put in another goal, assisted by 
Dereschuk and Alec Christoff, tying 
the game late in the second period.

 The teams continue the 2-2 tie 
throughout the scoreless third period, 
with excellent goal tending between 
the pipes by Colby Paxton. The 
first intense 10-minute overtimes 
also proved scoreless, then at 1:56 
into double overtime, Dereschuk 
out-skated a Stockton player to the 
puck, took it in and buried it in the 

back of the net for a thrilling 3-2 
win of the state championship.
 The team included Danville 
residents Tom Heppner, Chase 
Piombo, Alec Christoff, Maddie 
Christoff, Nicole Schwartz and 
Ryan Vonderach; and Alamo 
residents Andreas Dereschuk and 
Colby Paxton. ■

 Danville resident and 2002 San 
Ramon Valley High graduate MJ Mc 
Colgan has played many great golf 
courses. The three-time National 
Special Olympics Golf Champion 
and five-time California state cham-
pion has played at the Old Course 
at St. Andrews, Pebble Beach and 
Ireland’s K Club (site of the 2006 
Ryder Cup) to name a few.
 As a result of his success, the 
CEO of Textron, who also owns 
E-Z-Go, invited MJ to attend the 
2006 Masters last week in Augusta, 
Ga. Like Casey Martin, MJ plays 
with the use of a golf cart due to 
being born with a walking dis-
ability. When he travels he uses a 
portable scooter to help him get 
around. He was allowed to park his 
scooter on the first tee to watch the 
best golfers in the world tee off.
 At the famed Augusta National 
each hole is a “signature hole,” named 
after a flower or tree. Number one is 
officially named “Tea Olive,” but MJ 
renamed it “Dreams do come true.” 
The feeling was electrifying as each 
golfer began the round trying to win 
the coveted “Green Jacket” prize.
 MJ waited patiently for his hero 
Tiger Woods to tee off. He was in 
the second to last group as he was 
the defending champion and also try-
ing to win his fifth Green Jacket. 
We know Tiger and it is a pleasure 
to watch him play. He has a fighting 
spirit and never gives up. He also 
seems to be able to handle pressure 
better than anyone else on the tour. If 
we had to pick any pro golfer to make 
a 10-foot putt for a million dollars, we 

would choose Tiger every time. 
 When Tiger approached the tee the 
respectful crowd quietly applauded 
the No. 1 player in the world. Before 
he hit, he came over to MJ and gave 
him one of his Nike golf balls. MJ 
was all smiles and told Tiger “to win 
another one for his ailing dad,” who 
is battling cancer. The crisp crack-
ling sound when Tiger hits a ball is 
penetrating to one’s ears. Tiger hit a 
towering drive nearly 300 yards and 
to the left of the bunker on the uphill 
dog leg right hole. After the shot, 
MJ smiled at Tiger and gave him a 
thumbs-up signal.
 Tiger came up a little short of 
defending his title and finished 3 
strokes behind winner Phil Mickelson. 
However, the “special” ball will have 
a cherished spot among MJ’s many 
gold medals, reminding him that 
“Dreams do come true.” 

 E-mail your results 
to sports@DanvilleWeekly.com 

or fax 837-8454.

Victory on ice
Tri-Valley Pee Wee B’s take state amateur hockey championship

Andreas Deresahuk shoots from the post as his Tri-Valley Blue Devils take the state 
amateur hockey championship.

Golf dream comes true 
Danville father and son walk the course with Tiger

by Mike L. Mc Colgan

MJ Mc Colgan treasures the golf ball given 
him by his hero Tiger Woods at the 2006 
Masters at Augusta and his Masters Badge.

Elegant and Relaxing

Personalized Professional 

Nail Care

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . . (925) 838-6300
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd . . . . . . . . (925) 680 8600
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . . (925) 938-2500

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers 
or friends who want to have a unique 
and fun get together, arrange a private 

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Walnut Creek location

Amber Flooring 
In the Livery, Danville 

409 Sycamore Valley Road
www.amberfloor.com 925.820.5110

Rustic Walnut in a Fruitwood Color
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

An elderly man waiting at the Atlanta 
airport for a flight to New Orleans cried 
as he listened to the choir raise its voice 

in song. 
  It was San Ramon Valley High School stu-
dents, directed by the much acclaimed choir 
director Ken Abrams, singing “Ain’-a That 
Good News!” for an alumnus, while waiting 
for their flight to help out victims of Hurricane 
Katrina. Afterward, the teary-eyed man said, “I 
am going home.”
 While many high school students in the San 
Ramon Valley spent their spring break at the 
breezy beaches of San Diego and Santa Cruz, 
choir singers from San Ramon Valley High 
spent their vacation looking at fallen homes in 
a city flooded with ruin, rubble and remorse.
 In New Orleans, the young singers sang 
sumptuous spiritual songs at churches to cheer 
the sad and inspire the hopeful. Plus, they 
worked, adding mulch and plants to a damaged 
school. And they helped out at a food bank.
 The group of 53 students performed in eight 
different schools and two churches in New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge during their spring 
break, leaving California on April 6 and return-
ing on the 12th.
 “We had an awesome time,” said Abrams, 
a Walnut Creek resident, who was named 
Educator of the Year by the Danville Area 
Chamber of Commerce.
 The teens raised money for their trip at a 
cost of $795 per person and raised an addi-
tional $4,000 for the food banks and landscap-
ing projects.
 The choir members said they wanted to see 
beyond Danville. And they wanted to help out 
others who are less fortunate than themselves, 
they said.
 “You see the devastation in the news, you 
want to help out,” said Jenna Tooley, choir 
member and senior. “We live in Danville. It’s 
a bubble.”
 “I want to give back to the community that 
gave so much to me,” said Elliot Nicks, a junior.
 “We are connecting through our music,” said 
Melanie McKay about singing for the victims 
of New Orleans. “I think it really helps.”
 The choir did a similar tour to New York 
City six months after the Sept. 11 attacks.
 The San Ramon Valley High School Concert 
Choir has twice won the Northern California 
Golden State Choral Competition, making it 
one of the best choral programs in the state. 
 “When you have music to share, it’s good 
to share music and hear music from others,” 
Abrams said.
 His choirs have traveled all over the 
world—in addition to New Orleans. His 

students have traveled to Australia, New 
Zealand, the British Isles and the Czech 
Republic. His group also performed in New 
York, Seattle and Colorado Springs.
 Abrams said it’s important for students to see 
different cultures and ethnicities.
 “I’ve got 50 percent blonde,” he said about 
his choir. “We’re very waspy. We’re very iso-
lated in Danville.”
 “It’s good for them to know that the world is 
not necessarily waspy,” he added.
 Abrams, a native Californian, went to Pinole 
Valley High School and studied music at 
California State University at Hayward. He 
said he chose to stay home because he had 
strong family roots and the Bay Area is one of 
the prettiest places to live.  
 “The Bay Area is one of the beautiful places 
on earth,” he said. 
 Originally, Abrams wanted to study busi-
ness. However, the thrill of music and teaching 
caught his attention. 
 “I grew up with music,” he said. He spent his 
childhood singing and performing but thought 
he would work in business and make money 
while doing music in his spare time. 
 Then a friend of his said he should try teach-
ing after he helped assist a music teacher. 
 “You have a gift,” his friend told him. “You 
should use it.” 
 Since then, Abrams has spent his life in musi-
cal education. He received his master’s degree 
in choral conducting from the University of 
Illinois in 1990. 
 He has been the choral director at San 
Ramon Valley High School for the past 22 
years. Currently, his stepson sings in the choir. 
 He is also the artistic director of the Danville 
Girls Chorus. 
 Abrams’ choral groups have received 
numerous recognitions and awards. His sing-
ers won first prize at the KBLX Winter Choral 
Competition with a $5,000 prize last school 
year. In the spring of 2001, they took first 
place at the Golden State Choral Festival. 
They also placed first at the same competition 
the following year. 
 In addition, Abrams was selected as Teacher 
of the Year for the San Ramon Valley Unified 
School District in 1996 and for San Ramon 
Valley High School in 2002. 
 By putting students on the spot —making 
them do solos, pushing them to do auditions, 
testing their knowledge and having them prac-
tice—he helps them become stronger. 
 “He likes trying new things,” said McKay. “He 
is really a strong believer in the power of music. 
He built his program to find self-confidence and 
develop music to affect the community.”  ■

MR.MR. ABRAMS’ABRAMS’ OO
A symphony of students reaches out to residents of New

           by Jordan M. D

Ken Abrams, San Ramon Valley High School choir 
director, gives direction to his young singers (below). 
Abrams and his choral groups have received numerous 
accolades for their outstanding performances, and last 
week spent their spring break in New Orleans.
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Choir members from San Ramon Valley High help out at 
a food bank in New Orleans as part of their trip to raise 
people’s spirits by their singing performances and volun-
teering where needed.

JORDAN M
. DORONILA 

Unique Art & Furnishings for Home & Garden

Grand
Opening
Celebration
Saturday, May 6, 12-8
Complimentary
Tea, Dessert, 
Wine and Appetizers

• Fine art by on-site artists
• Custom Italian-tiled 

home décor and garden 
furnishings

• Tableware designed by 
Northern California artists 

• Fine China
• Art classes

838-3945
120 E. Prospect Lane • Downtown Danville

410 Main Street • Downtown Pleasanton • 925.417.0560 • www.AlohaIslandTradingCompany.com
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Living
P E O P L E  &  L I F E S T Y L E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

by Julie Nostrand

W hen John and Kathy Corpus of Alamo welcomed 
their daughter Samantha into the world, they were 
grateful to have a second healthy baby.

  At 16 months Samantha hadn’t walked, so her worried 
parents had asked their pediatrician for advice. “She’s just a 
late bloomer,” the doctor said and the family was reassured.
 When at 2, her vocabulary consisted of only a few words 
simple words—“up,” “Momma,” “Dad,” “hi” and “bye,” her 
parents took her to speech therapy and were again reassured.
 But before long, the signs grew more troubling. Samantha 
began regressing. She began losing fine motor skills in her 
hands, speaking less and walking with a gait despite the 
efforts of an army of therapists.
 Then at a family reunion, a distant relative who is a neurolo-
gist pulled the Corpuses aside and told them that something was 
seriously wrong with their daughter. The neurologist didn’t 
know what, but he thought medical intervention was urgent.
 The next week found the family at Stanford’s Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital. After a battery of tests, they 
learned the cruel truth: Samantha had Rett syndrome (RS), 
a rare genetic disorder that affects the neurological develop-
ment of little girls, leaving its sufferers severely disabled.
 The Corpus family’s experience with RS is a common one. 
The disease strikes without warning at families of any race. 
Girls afflicted with this disease start off life normally and 
often show no signs of the condition until they are between 12 
and 18 months old. As was the Corpuses’ experience, doctors 
rarely recognize the earliest symptoms.
 “I have a clear memory of Samantha crawling across the 
floor, feeding herself. She had opened a piece of chocolate 
and put it in her mouth,” recalls her father, John, a co-founder 
and vice president of Product Development for the technol-
ogy startup, Agistics. His reality today is a long way from that 
past vision of his daughter.
 Since her diagnosis more than three years ago, Samantha 
lost the fine motor skills in her hands that allowed her to 
unwrap candy and feed herself. RS has robbed her of her 
ability to speak, too. And while Samantha retained her abil-
ity to walk, with a gait, many victims of RS aren’t so lucky 
and suffer from problems with their legs that leave them in 
wheelchairs.
 Other complications of the disease include breathing and 
swallowing problems, seizures and scoliosis that occur and 
recede at any time without warning. With RS, parents and 
medical professionals are left to react to the problems rather 
than anticipate them.
 “Parents with normal kids worry about SIDS (Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome) for the first year of life,” said 
Corpus. “We have to worry about this forever.” 
 Now 7, Samantha is considered high functioning. She is 
severely developmentally disabled but tests to assess the level 
of disability are difficult to administer. With no ability to 
communicate or use her hands, Samantha is unable to convey 
her intelligence level.
 While the Corpuses remain optimistic about her future, her 
gains are hard earned, the results of many hours of therapy 
and lots of driving by her mom, Kathy.

Looking for a cure Little girl inspires 
others to help sufferers 
of Rett syndrome

 In a typical week, Samantha and Kathy attend hippothera-
py, which is physical therapy on horseback, in Castro Valley; 
speech therapy in Oakland; music therapy in Lafayette; dance 
therapy in San Ramon; and eSoccer in Pleasanton. This is in 
addition to the physical therapy, occupational therapy and 
speech therapy Samantha receives in her special education 
program at Montair Elementary School.
 “I’m the chauffeur and the checkbook,” quips Kathy.
 Until Samantha began showing symptoms, the Corpus fam-
ily had never heard of the syndrome. But their odyssey with 
the disease inspired them to do something to help girls like 
Samantha.
 Last year, John and Kathy founded their own nonprofit 
organization, the Samantha Corpus Foundation, which is 
dedicated to finding a cure for Rett syndrome. Additionally, 
John is on the board of the International Rett Syndrome 
Association (IRSA), a worldwide nonprofit organization 
dedicated to research, therapy, care and support of the victims 
of Rett syndrome.
 Despite the complication of RS, home life for the Corpus 
family remains refreshingly normal. Between Samantha’s 
therapy appointments, charity work and the athletic endeavors 
of sons Julian, 9, and Jacob, 4, the family often isn’t together 
until dinnertime. Both boys play baseball and Julian, who 
attends St. Isidore’s School, is also on a basketball team.
 While Kathy feeds Samantha her meal, John reflects on his 
daughter’s life. “All you’ve got is the gaze in their eyes and 
the smiles on their faces,” said Corpus.
 And that is enough to fuel this family to make a differ-
ence.
 For information on Rett syndrome, visit www.rettsyn-
drome.org. ■

Golf tourney benefit
The Corpus family along with a dedicated group of volunteers 
is planning their first golf tournament to benefit the Samantha 
Corpus Foundation, on Tuesday, May 23, at Blackhawk Country 
Club. The goal is to raise $100,000 for their cause. The family 
hopes the tournament will not only raise money but also aware-
ness of Rett syndrome. All the proceeds from the tournament will 
be channeled into research and therapies for the young sufferers.

To learn about sponsorship and opportunities to play in the 
Samantha Corpus Inaugural Golf Tournament, visit www.saman-
thacorpus.org.

The Corpus family—Julian, 9, in back; (l-r) mom Kathy; Samantha, 7; dad John; and Jacob, 4—founded a nonprofit corporation to find a cure for Rett 
syndrome, a rare disease that strikes without warning, leaving its victims developmentally disabled.

Samantha Corpus attends hippotherapy, which is physical therapy on 
horseback, in Castro Valley. She also attends speech therapy in Oakland, 
music therapy in Lafayette, dance therapy in San Ramon, and goes to 
Pleasanton for e-Soccer for exceptional children.



Danville Weekly • April 21, 2006 • Page 17

Akeelah and the Bee (PG)   Century 14: Sat 7:05 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Sat 7:15 p.m.

American Dreamz (PG-13)   Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:10 a.m., 1:55, 4:40, 
7:30, 10:15 p.m.

Benchwarmers (PG-13)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:45, 4:55, 7:15, 9:25 
p.m.; No show Sun-Tues 9:25 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tues 12:15, 2:35, 4:45, 7:15, 9:35 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:50 a.m., 2:05, 4:35, 
6:55, 9:25, 10 p.m.

Brick (R)   CinéArts: Fri-Tues noon, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 10 p.m.
Deep Sea (NR)   Regal Imax: Fri-Tues 10:30, 11:35 a.m., 12:40 p.m.
Failure to Launch (PG-13)   Century 14: Fri-Tues noon, 2:55, 5:15, 7:35, 9:55 p.m.

Hacienda 20: Fri-Tues 10:55 a.m., 1:35, 4:10, 6:45, 
9:30 p.m.

Friends With Money (R)    Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:20 a.m., 1:30, 3:40, 5:50, 8, 
10:10 p.m.
CinéArts: Fri-Tues 11:40 a.m., 2, 4:25, 6:45, 9 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 10:30 a.m., 12:50, 3:10, 
5:30, 7:50, 10:10 p.m.

Ice Age 2 (G)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:40, 4:50, 7, 9:10 p.m.; 
No show Sun-Tues 9:10 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:35 a.m., 1:55, 4:25, 6:50, 9:15 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1:40, 4:30, 6:40, 9 p.m.; No 
show Sun-Tues 9 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:15 a.m., noon, 1:45, 
2:30, 4:10, 5:05, 6:45, 7:25, 9:10, 9:50 p.m.

Inside Man (R)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 3, 6:50, 9:40 p.m.; No 
show Sun-Tues 9:40 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:55 a.m., 4, 7:10, 10:05 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1:10, 4, 6:50, 9:40 p.m.; No 
show Sun-Tues 9:40 p.m.
Hacienda 20: Fri-Tues 12:20, 3:25, 6:40, 9:40 p.m.

Lucky Number Slevin (R)    Century 14: Fri-Tue 11:25 a.m, 2:15, 5:20, 7:55, 10:30 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1:20, 3:40, 7:15, 9:45 p.m.; No 
show Sun-Tues 9:45 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:30 a.m., 2:15, 4:50, 
7:35, 10:30 p.m.

Marilyn Hotchkiss’  CinéArts: Fri - Tues 11:50 a.m., 2:15, 4:45, 7:20, 
Ballroom Dancing and 9:50 p.m.
Charm School (PG-13)
Scary Movie 4 (PG-13)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:50, 5:05, 7:20, 9:35 

p.m.; No show Sun-Tues 9:35 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:45 a.m., 2, 4:10, 6:15, 8:20, 
9:25, 10:30 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1:50, 4:20, 7:10, 7:20 p.m.; No 
show Sun-Tues 7:20 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 10:35, 10:40, 11:10, 
12:40, 1, 1:30, 2:50, 3:20, 3:50, 5:10, 5:40, 6:10, 7:25, 
8:05, 8:30, 9:50, 10:25, 10:50 p.m.

Silent Hill (R)    Century 14: Fri-Tues 12:05, 3:05, 7, 10 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1, 3:50, 7, 9:40 p.m.; No show 
Sun-Tues 9:40 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 10:30, 11 a.m., 1:20, 2, 
4:20, 5, 7:20, 8, 10:20, 10:55 p.m.

Take the Lead (PG-13)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2, 4:40, 7:25, 10:05 p.m.; 
No show Sun-Tues 10:05 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:40 a.m., 2:25, 5:10, 7:45, 10:15 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 10:25 a.m., 1:15, 4:05, 
7:05, 9:55 p.m.

Thank You for Smoking (R)   Century 14: Fri-Tues 12:10, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 9:45 p.m.
CinéArts: Fri-Tues 12:15, 2:35, 4:55, 7:10, 9:55 p.m.
Hacienda 20: Fri-Tues 12:25, 2:55, 5:30, 8:10, 10:35 p.m.

The Notorious Bettie   CinéArts: Fri-Tues 12:05, 2:20, 4:40, 7, 9:45 p.m.
Page (R)
The Sentinel (PG-13)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:30, 5, 7:30, 10 p.m.; 

No show Sun-Tues 10 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:50 a.m., 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1:30, 4:10, 7:30, 9:50 p.m.; 
No show Sun-Tues 9:50 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 10:55, 11:25 a.m., 1:40, 
2:10, 4:25, 4:55, 7:10, 7:40, 9:55, 10:25 p.m.

The Wild (G)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 2:35, 4:45, 7:05, 9:15 
p.m.; No show Sun-Tues 9:15 p.m.
Century 14: Fri-Tues 11:30 a.m., 12:20, 1:40, 2:50, 
3:50, 4:55, 6, 7:05, 8:10, 10:20 p.m.
Hacienda Crossing 20: Fri-Tues 11:45 a.m., 12:30, 2:20, 
2:55, 4:45, 5:15, 7:15, 7:45, 10:05 p.m.

V for Vendetta (R)    Century 14: Fri-Tues 1:35, 4:30, 7:25, 10:25 p.m.
Hacienda 20: Fri-Tues 11:40 a.m., 2:40, 6:20, 9:25 p.m.
Regal Imax Theaters: Fri-Tues 2, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15 p.m.

A T  T H E  M O V I E S
CinéArts @ Pleasant Hill: 2314 Monument Blvd., Pleasant Hill (687-1100)
Century 14 Walnut Creek: 1201 Locust St., Walnut Creek (937-7025)
Blackhawk Movie 7: 4175 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville (736-0368) 
Crow Canyon 6: 2525 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon (820-4831) 
Hacienda Crossings 20/ Regal Imax Theater: 5000 Dublin Boulevard, Dublin (560-9600)
Vine Cinema: Corner of First and South O streets, Livermore (447-2545)
Internet address: For show times, visit the Danville Weekly Online Edition at http://www.
DanvilleWeekly.com/

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

L I V I N G

H E L P I NG  TO  B U I L D
W E A LT H  T H R OUG H

C O N S E RVAT I V E
I N V E S T M E N T
S T R AT E G I E S

Brandon Day, Vice President – Investment Officer

2033 N. Main St. • Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925-746-7212 • 800-325-4049
brandon.day@wachoviasec.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
NOT INSURED BY FDIC OR ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY • MAY LOSE VALUE
NOT A DEPOSIT OF OR GUARANTEED BY A BANK OR ANY BANK AFFILIATE

Wachovia Securities, LLC, Member NYSE/SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate nonbank
affiliate of Wachovia Corporation. ©2006 Wachovia Securities, LLC 71792 3/06

Brandon Day’s 10 years of experience in

the investment business sets him apart from

the crowded field of financial advisors. He

offers individuals and businesses a unique

approach to asset management and quality

service. His experience in helping clients manage their port-

folios over a variety of market cycles provides investment

perspective not typically found in the industry. From arrang-

ing income-oriented portfolios to developing retirement

plans to helping clients seeking to build capital through

equity investments, Brandon Day is the person you can

come to for help. To learn more, call Brandon today at

925-746-7212 or 800-325-4049.

3440-D
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton

925-846-SMOG

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon

925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Poluters

$20OFF

Smog K ing
Every two years... 

You just gotta’ do it.

In & out in
20 minutes

Make Dinner Easy!!!Make Dinner Easy!!!
Here’s What We Do:
Plan, Prepare, Clean

Here’s What You Do:
Mix, Freeze, Eat & Enjoy

Liberate yourself from kitchen chores!
Visit nowwerecooking.com or call 925-743-1212 and... Let Freedom Ring!

148 Prospect Avenue . Downtown Danville

We shop, chop and mop you wine and dine.
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To sushi or not to sushi: 
Is that a question???

Epicure
B Y  J A C Q U I  L O V E  M A R S H A L L

F ew of us are neutral on sushi—we love it or hate 
it. Some consider it a raw deal, even unsavory, 
but count me among the sushi lovers. In fact, 

I’d put sushi among my top 10 foods. Why? It’s a no-
stress, light meal that, with safe preparation, is loaded 
with healthy, low-calorie protein. It’s the perfect meal 
to share with family and friends, usually generating 
lots of interaction and light-hearted fun. And the tasty 
accompaniments of Japanese side dishes, sodas, beer 
and sakes only add to the fun. 
 My favorite way to have sushi is sitting at a sushi 
bar as you watch it being made in the moment. There, 
you get an appreciation for the true art of sushi and get 
to ask questions as you eat. On a good day, striking up 
a conversation with a friendly sushi-maker, you may 
even get a few samples to try.
 Given its increasing availability in grocery stores, 
sushi is becoming a simple, on-the-run lunch or take-
home dinner. However, I’m more cautious about buy-
ing pre-packaged sushi in a supermarket unless I have 
purchased it there on other occasions. If you’re a nov-
ice sushi-eater, here are a couple important tips: First, 
dipping sushi into soy sauce is supposed to enhance 
the flavor but it’s your choice. If you’d like a spicier 
flavor, blend small amounts of wasabi into the sauce 
before dipping. Either way, don’t drown the fish in the 
sauce. For nigiri sushi (sushi served on a platform of 
rice), dip only the fish into the soy sauce mixture and 
place the fish un-dipped side down on your tongue. 
Finally, if you’ve not mastered sushi with chopsticks, 
it’s perfectly acceptable to eat sushi with your fingers.
 An especially nice way to enjoy sushi is by creating 
a party at home with friends and family. With a com-
bination of homemade and brought-home dishes, you 
can roll out an entertaining Sushi Party in short order.
 Here’s a suggested menu:

Menu: Sushi Party  
Miso soup or chilled edamame soup
California rolls
Assorted sushi
Canteloupe & orange slices
Japanese sodas, beer or sake

 So, is sushi for everyone? No. The squeamish and 
faint-of-heart should take a pass. There are potential 
health risks associated with raw seafood—namely, the 
presence of parasites. And there are ongoing questions 
about PCB and other contaminants in seafood, raw 
or cooked. Pregnant women may want to limit them-
selves to California rolls and cooked eel but avoid raw 
seafood like tuna. Those in high-risk groups, especial-

ly with liver problems or weakened immune systems, 
should get a doctor’s advice first.
 If you have worries about the safety of raw fish, 
do your own data-gathering to establish your level of 
comfort. If you have concerns about the safe prepara-
tion of sushi, check out the information above. And to 
those who just don’t like it? Well, I don’t advise eating 
anything you’ve tried and just don’t enjoy. Life’s too 
short to eat and drink things that don’t satisfy your per-
sonal palate. Besides, there are too many other good 
foods to savor!  

Jacqui Love Marshall lives in Danville with her 
vintage-car-loving husband, two pugs and binders of 
recipes. E-mail her at Epicure@DanvilleWeekly.com.

Is sushi safe?
 All sushi fish brought into the United States 
is typically flash-frozen to kill illness-causing 
parasites. But after entry, seafood regulations 
will vary depending on where it’s sold. Fresh raw 
fish will be bright in color, with no odor or dark 
patches and practically translucent. Don’t be hesi-
tant to ask about the source, storage and handling 
of any sushi you are eating.
 Supermarket sushi may be even safer than what 
you get served at your favorite Japanese eatery. 
Grocery stores generally adhere to rigorous state 
and internal safety standards and are subject to 
inspections by local and state regulatory authori-
ties. And, large supermarkets often have refrig-
eration systems superior to small restaurants. 
Always use your own powers of observation and 
good judgment before you buy.

Sushi safety tips

• A nose knows
• If the sushi smells fishy, leave it there. Also, a 
lemony smell could indicate that the pieces were 
spritzed with lemon juice to masque a fishy odor. 
It’s got to pass your nose test to be worth taking 
home.

How fresh is fresh?

 Always check the date stamp for freshness. The 
thermometer should read colder than 41 degrees. 
If packages are stacked beyond one layer, pur-
chase the one closest to the source of cool air. 
Many packages are not a good sign as this indi-
cates they are not turning over quickly. Ask the 
chef to make you some on the spot.

Chilled Edamame Soup (Serves 8)
11/2 Tbs. unsalted butter
2 shallots, chopped
1/2 cup dry sherry
2 quarts water
3/4 lb. shelled edamame, fresh or frozen (about 2 cups) 
3 Tbs. heavy cream, warmed
2 cups chicken stock, warmed, plus more as needed
Salt, to taste

In a saucepan over medium-high heat, melt the butter. Add 
the shallots and sauté until soft, about 3 minutes. Add the 
sherry and cook until reduced by half, 3-5 minutes. Remove 
from the heat.

In another saucepan over high heat, bring the water to a boil. 
Add the edamame and cook until tender, about 8 minutes. 
Drain and add the edamame to the saucepan with the shal-
lots. Whisk in the cream and the 2 cups stock.

Using an immersion blender, puree the soup in the saucepan 
until smooth. Pass the soup through a chinois into a cream 
saucepan; discard the solids. Add more stock if needed to 

reach the desired consistency. Season with salt. Refrigerate 
for 2 hours before serving. 

Miso Soup (Serves 8)
6 cups of water
4 Tbs. miso*
4 green onions, finely minced
1 cake tofu, cut into 1/2 inch cubes
4-6 fresh mushrooms, thinly sliced (optional)
1 tsp. sesame oil

1.  Heat oil in bottom of small pot, add green onions and 
cook for about a minute, stirring frequently. 

2.  Add 5 cups water. Dissolve miso in 1 cup water and add 
to pot. Bring to a boil. 

3.  Lower heat, add tofu (and mushrooms if desired). Serve 
hot.

*Miso may be purchased at most Asian or health-food 
stores.

See recipe for California Rolls at www.DanvilleWeekly.com.

Attention, Epicure readers
In coming weeks, Epicure plans to run a 
series of columns on ethnic cuisines—
Chinese, Mexican, Soul Food, etc. If you 
have expertise in a particular ethnic cuisine 
or have personal ethnic recipes to share, 
we’d like to hear from you. Please e-mail us 
at Epicure@DanvilleWeekly.com.

Nurturing 
Therapeutic Bodywork 

for Women, Men 
and Children

•  Swedish/
Deep Tissue

• Aromatherapy
•  Reiki 

Treatment

90-minute
session
just $65 

(save $30!)
new clients only

offer expires 4-30-06

PATRICIA YAMSHON, CMT
By Appointment Only in San Ramon

925-858-0932
Member Associated Bodywork 

and Massage Professionals

Multi-modality approach 
individualized for your changing needs

• Pregnancy
•  Stress Reduction/

Relaxation
•  Injury 

Rehabilitation

FURNITURE TRENDS

Sealy MATTRESS SALE!!

"Rococo" pillowtop queen set               $699

"Glenna" twin size            $299

"Galliani" Ultra Luxury king set
with latex and memory foam

$1,999

12893 Alcosta Blvd.  San Ramon
(between post office & hospital)

hours
mon-sat 11-6
sun 12-6

rated best value

Free bed frame with Sealy mattress purchase

 FURNITURE

WAREHOUSE
open to the public

 NEVER PAY FULL RETAIL OR
DEPARTMENT PRICES AGAIN
hurry in for spring clearance

 Danville/San Ramon area

Get more hits online 

with print
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Presenting the Past
B Y  B E V E R L Y  L A N E

Ramona Park puts 
the Valley on the map

I n April, 1906, William Meese had plans for a 
new group picnic grounds on his property. Called 
Ramona Park, it was located near today’s intersec-

tion of Greenbrook Drive and Camino Ramon. Picnic 
grounds like this were popular with fraternal and 
church orders throughout California and were often 
reachable by train.
 The Martinez Daily Gazette on April 18, 1906, 
wrote: “Residents of this county are looking forward 
to Thursday, April 26, when Ramona Park, located at 
the foot of Mt. Diablo in the beautiful SRV and said to 
be one of the prettiest parks in this State, will open.”
 Picnickers were invited to the 10-acre park, which 
was “covered with wild maple, buckeye, elder and 
other California trees, and with a picturesque little 
lake ... ideal for swimming.” There was a fine danc-
ing pavilion “whose floor no means have been spared 
to make perfect.” An article in the Danville Grange 
Herald indicated a ball ground, tennis court, cinder 
track for athletic events and a shooting range were 
planned.
 A brochure showing a sweet girl was produced for 
the April 26 opening.
 Notice the date on the Gazette article. That very 
day the Great Earthquake jolted San Francisco and 
the entire Bay Area. All thoughts of opening Ramona 
Park were put aside as residents cleaned up broken 
glass and checked the damage done to their chimneys. 
Soon the city’s fire sent refugees to the East Bay and 
illuminated the western sky. Support for the refugees 
was organized by the Grange, Rebekahs and Ramona 
Club.
 On July 4, 1906, Ramona Park opened with 25 per-
cent of the receipts for the day sent to the earthquake 
relief committee. The Gazette reported that Ramona 
Park “will undoubtedly be recognized in a short while, 
as the first of California’s many parks for pleasure 
seekers.” Because “temperance principles” (no liquor) 
were to be followed in the park and within two miles 
of the premises, women and children were assured 
“perfect freedom from the insults of drunken bums.”
 That day admission to the grounds was free and a 
special train left San Francisco at 8 a.m., stopping at 
all intervening stations, and returning from the park at 
5 p.m. The Ramona Park committee, which included 
B.W. Stone, B.W. Bennett, A.J. Abbott, J.S. Patton 
and Ralph Dobson, asked the Odd Fellows to run the 
program. Danville Lodge No. 378, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, received a special dispensation from 
the lodge’s grandmaster to allow all members to wear 
their regalia in public. Theodore A. Bill, a former con-
gressman from Napa and Grand Master of the I.O.O.F., 

made the traditional Independence Day address titled, 
“Odd Fellowship.”
 Not only was the park a source of income for the 
Meeses, it also introduced the beautiful San Ramon 
Valley to people from all over the Bay Area and was 
another project made possible by the presence of the 
railroad in the San Ramon Valley.

Sources: Ramona Park brochure, Martinez Daily 
Gazette, Danville Grange Herald

—Beverly Lane, a longtime Danville resident, is curator of 
the Museum of the San Ramon Valley and co-author of “San 

Ramon Valley: Alamo, Danville, and San Ramon.”

Coming up: On May 5, look for accounts 
on how the 1868 earthquake touched the Valley.

Featuring:
• Lowest Everyday Pricing in the Tri-Valley
• East Bay’s Largest Full Service wine shop.
• Gift Baskets & Wine Accessories
• A Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
• Four monthly wine clubs starting at just $20 a month

“Voted Best Wine Shop in the East Bay for 2004 & 2005”  
—Diablo Magazine

Wine Bar Open: Thursday, Friday & Saturday
www.thewinesteward.com

641 Main St. • Downtown Pleasanton  • 925-600-9463

Best of All
Over 70 Wines for Under $10

The Wine Steward
MARYLOU EDWARDS
1-800-778-1077 • 925-285-5333
marylou@fslc.com

It’s Now A 
Buyer’s Market!
—Upgrade into your ‘Dream Home’
—Stop Renting

DEBBIE LEYVAS
925-485-5129 • 925-895-1215
deb@fslc.com

Call us for a free 
consultation and get 
pre-approved today!!
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  Calendar
W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Author Visits
Book Signing
Tri-Valley Writers Association will be 
hosting a membership drive and book 
signing with MJ Ryan, author of “The 
Happiness Makeover,” and Jessica 
Inclan, author of “The Instant When 
Everything is Perfect,” from noon-6 
p.m., Saturday, April 22, at Barnes 
and Noble, 4972 Dublin Blvd., Dublin. 
Contact Steve Workman at skwork-
man@aol.com or visit www.trivalley-
writers.com.

Clubs
Diablo Bonsai Club
The Diablo Bonsai Club will present 
its 23rd annual Bonsai Exhibit from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, April 29, 
and 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, April 30, 
at the Danville Community Center, 
420 Front St. There will be door 
prizes, drawings, plants for sale and 
a demonstration at 1 p.m. by Sensei 
Kunitoshi Akabane at 1 p.m. both 
days. This event is free. 
Diablo Diggers Dance Club
The Diablo Diggers Dance Club meets 
five times a year for dinner and danc-
ing with a live band in the Danville or 
Walnut Creek area. The club is looking 
for a few new members, couples only. 
The next dance will be scheduled for 
May. For information, call 938-0316.
Diablo Singles Dance Club
Diablo Singles Dance Club dances 
regularly the last Wednesday of the 
month from 7:30-10:30 p.m., at 
the Arts Education Building, corner 
of Ygnacio Valley Road and Wiget 
Lane, Walnut Creek. The cost is $7 
for members and $9 for non-mem-
bers. All are welcome. The club 
will also host the 5th Saturday Big 
Band Dance from 7:30-10:30 p.m., 
Saturday, April 29, at Walnut Creek 
Elks Lodge, 1475 Creekside Drive, 
Walnut Creek. The cost is $10 for 
members and $12 for non-members. 
Call 837-2851.
Friends of the Danville Library
Friends of the Danville Library are 
currently renewing annual member-
ships and recruiting new members to 

help support, raise funds and spon-
sor programs for the Danville library. 
There are many benefits of being a 
Friend including merchant discounts, 
volunteer opportunities and preview 
of book sales. Dues and donations 
are tax deductible. Application forms 
are at the library, 400 Front St. Call 
837-4455.

Concerts
Dan Hicks and the Hot Licks
Community Concerts at the Wesley 
Center, 902 Danville Blvd., will pres-
ent Dan Hicks and the Hot Licks, a 
west coast jive ‘n’ jazz icon, at 8 p.m., 
Saturday, April 22. Tickets are $25 in 
advance, and $30 at the door; “Gold 
Circle” seating is $35 and seniors and 
children get a 10 percent discount. 
For information, call 229-2710 or visit 
www.communityconcerts.com.
San Francisco Girl’s Chorus
The San Francisco Girl’s Chorus, Level 
IV, will be giving a choral music per-
formance at 5 p.m., Sunday, April 23, 
at St. Timothy’s Church, 1550 Diablo 
Road, Danville. General admission is 
$18, $12 for students/seniors. Call 
837-4993, ext. 15, or visit www.saint-
timothysdanville.org/Header.html.
Spring Jazz Concert
Monte Vista High School’s Jazz A 
and B will be having their spring jazz 
concert at 7 p.m., Thursday, April 27, 
in the Al Genile Theater, 3131 Stone 
Valley Road, Danville. The concert 
will feature guest artist Mic Gillette. 
Tickets are $10 in advance; $12 at 
the door. 

Events
Bringing Back Natives Garden 
Tour
A free garden tour will visit 65 pesti-
cide-free, water-conserving gardens 
that provide habitat for wildlife and 
have more than 30 percent native 
plants, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday, 
May 7. This event is free, registra-
tion is required and closes Thursday, 
April 20. Call (510) 236-9558, e-mail 
kathy@kathykramerconsulting.net, or 
visit www.bringingbackthenatives.net.

Flag Retirement Ceremony
Ian Wogan, a senior at San Ramon 
Valley High School and a Boy Scout 
from Troup 815, will be completing 
his Eagle Scout Service Project by 
hosting a flag retirement ceremony 
Saturday, April 22, at Camp Parks, 
Dublin. Call 984-9111.
Giant Spring Book Sale
Friends of the Danville Library will be 
holding a giant spring book sale from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Friday, April 21; 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, April 22; and 
12-4 p.m., Sunday, April 23. All pro-
ceeds benefit the Danville Library. 
Grizzly Peak Cyclists Ride
Bart Borland from Grizzly Peak 
Cyclists will lead a ride starting at the 
Park-N-Ride lot at Rudgear Road and 
I-680 and then riding over to Athenian 
School, continuing to ascend up 
Mount Diablo. The descent will take 
you into Danville for coffee at Peet’s. 
This ride takes place from 8:45 a.m.-
noon every Tuesday until June 13. 
Contact Bart Borland at (510) 601-
5062 or gbborland@yahoo.com.
Home Garden Tour
Danville Alamo Branch of American 
Association of University Women 
(AAUW) will be hosting a Home 
Garden Tour from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Friday, May 12, and Saturday, May 
13. Tickets are $25. For information 
contact Tena Gallagher at 837-0826 
or gardentour@aauw-da.org.
John Muir’s Birthday Celebration 
and Earth Day Festival
John Muir Association and the 
National Park Service will be hosting a 
day of free activities to celebrate Earth 
Day and John Muir’s 168th birthday, 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, April 
22, at John Muir National Historic Site, 
4202 Alhambra Ave., Martinez. Call 
228-8860 or visit www.johnmuir.org. 
Heavy rain will cancel this event.
Las Trampas Wilderness Walk
Join Naturalists on a 2.5-mile short 
but steep hike up to Rocky Ridge, to 
view the gorgeous scenery and beau-
tiful wildflowers along the ridge, start-
ing at 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, April 27. 
For information, call 862-2601.
Livermore Valley Wine Auction
Come and celebrate the spirit of the 
children in your community at the 
12th annual Livermore Valley Wine 
Auction on Saturday, May 20, at the 
Wine Vineyards, 5565 Tesla Road, 
Livermore. Call 447-WINE (447-9463) 
or visit www.livermorewine.com.
Red Cross Blood Drives
Kevin Valla, a junior at Monte Vista 
High School and member of Boy 
Scout Troup 36, will be hosting a Red 
Cross Blood Drive for his Eagle Scout 
Project, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, 
April 29, at St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church, 1550 Diablo Road, Danville. 
Call 837-2975 to set up an appoint-
ment or visit www.beadonor.com and 
use sponsor code: Kevin. Eagle Scout 

candidate Viraj Raygor is coordinat-
ing a blood drive Saturday, April 22, 
at the Greenbrook Clubhouse, 300 
Greenbrook Drive. Call 736-1188 to 
schedule an appointment.
Saving Strokes Golf Event
American Stroke Association and 
Pleasanton Golf Center will be host-
ing the second annual Saving Strokes 
Event from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Sunday, April 23, at the Pleasanton 
Golf Center, 4501 Pleasanton Ave. 
Physical therapists and trained PGA 
professionals will be on hand to intro-
duce stroke “victors” to the benefits of 
golf. For information, call the American 
Stroke Association at (510) 904-4000.
Spring Cleaning
Terry McDaniel Team and 1-800-Got-
Junk? will be sponsoring a spring 
cleaning event, “Give to Shepherd’s 
Gate... and Dump Your Junk in 
our Dumpsters Free!” to benefit 
Shepherd’s Gate Battered Women’s 
Shelter, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
April 29, at San Ramon Valley High 
School’s Main Parking Lot, 140 Love 
Lane, Danville. Junk and e-waste 
may be discarded for free, and good 
items such as clothing, food, personal 
hygiene products and cleaning sup-
plies will be collected for Shepherd’s 
Gate. Call 838-4300.

Exhibits
1906 Great Earthquake Exhibit
The Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
will be displaying newspapers, books, 
post cards and stereoptican slides 
on the 1906 earthquake’s impacts on 
Danville during the month of April. The 
museum is open 1-4 p.m., Tuesday-
Friday; 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturdays. 
There is no charge for admission but 
donations are encouraged. Call 837-
3750 or visit www.museumsrv.org.
Car Illustrations
Blackhawk Museum presents Art 
Fitzpatrick, a fine artist who created 
a series of car illustrations for Pontiac 
Division in 1959 and also created 
the popular “Sporty Cars” series 
for the U.S. Post Office, from 10:30 
a.m.-noon, Saturday, April 22, at the 
Blackhawk Museum. For information, 
call Jon Hart at 736-2277, ext. 248, 
or visit www.blackhawkmuseum.org.
Quilting Through the Years Exhibit
The Museum of the San Ramon 
Valley in partnership with The Quilter’s 
Inn will be showing a collection of 
historic and contemporary quilts cre-
ated by talented local quilters, from 

April 29-May 27. The museum is 
open Tuesday-Friday, 1-4 p.m. and 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., in the old 
Depot, 205 Railroad Ave., Danville. 
Admission is free, but donations are 
encouraged. Call 837-3750 or visit 
www.museumsrv.org.

Fundraisers
‘Blossom Into Spring’ 
Fashion Show
GFWC/Danville Women’s Club is 
hosting a fashion show, “Blossom 
Into Spring,” to benefit Friends of 
Hospice San Ramon Valley, at 11:30 
a.m., Saturday, April 29, Crow Canyon 
Country Club. Tickets are a donation 
of $35 and must be purchased before 
April 20 by calling Barbara Chavez at 
828-0347 or 837-1165.
Neighborhood Kitchen 
& Garden Tour
Greenbrook and Baldwin elementary 
schools are hosting a Neighborhood 
Kitchen & Garden Tour, from 1-5 
p.m. (check-in begins at 12:45 p.m.), 
Sunday, May 21, starting at Greenbrook 
School, 1475 Harlan Drive, Danville. 
Also included with the tour will be wine, 
catered delights, a vendor boutique and 
a silent auction, hosted by WineStyles 
and the Peasant & the Pear. Tickets 
bought in advance are $30; $35 on the 
day of the event. Visit www.ges.srvusd.
k12.ca.us/kitchengardentour.html.
Simayof Monte Carlo Carnavale 
Simayof will be proudly sponsoring 
the Monte Carlo Carnavale benefiting 
the Special Olympics with a night of 
good food and cocktails, silent and 
live auctions and dancing starting at 
6 p.m., Saturday, April 29, at Round 
Hill Country Club in Alamo. Tickets are 
$175 per person; $1,750 for a table of 
10; $2,500 for table sponsors includ-
ing a celebrity guest seated at your 
table. For information, call Heather 
Jones at 944-8801, ext. 232.
SRVHS Fastpitch Girls Softball 
Crab Feed
SRVHS Fastpitch Girls Softball Team 
will be hosting a Crab Feed to help 
raise money for improvements to the 
fields and equipment, starting at 6 p.m., 
Saturday, April 22, Danville Veterans 
Hall, 400 Hartz Ave., Danville. Tickets 
are $35 and are available from any 
SRVHS player or by calling 837-8639.
Sycamore Valley Elementary 
School Auction and Fundraiser
Sycamore Valley Elementary will be 
holding its annual parent-teacher 
social fundraiser from 6:30-11 p.m., 

Spring Floral Extravaganza
The Blackhawk Bloomers will be hosting Jun Pinon, a nationally 
acclaimed floral artist, at their Spring Floral Extravaganza starting at 11 
a.m., Wednesday, April 26, at the Blackhawk Country Club’s Lakeside 
Ballroom, 599 Blackhawk Club Drive. Tickets are $50, lunch included. 
For information or reservations, call Lotty Graham at 736-3665.

LANCE IVERSEN/SF CHRONICLE/COURTESY OF THE BLACKHAW
K BLOOM

ERS
W E E K E N D  P R E V I E W

Thinking about a new sales career?
Let’s talk.

The Danville Weekly continues to expand with 
opportunities, so we’re always looking to strike up 
conversations with talented sales professionals. If you 
have experience in newspaper sales, or a strong sales 
background in a similar field, we’d like to speak with you.  
Exceptional communication skills, proficient computer 
skills, and attention to detail are a must. We’re a deadline-
oriented company, so the ability to work accurately and 
efficiently is highly valued. If you possess these qualities, 
we’re open to explore new possibilities with you.

For future consideration, please email your resume, 
with cover letter, to:

Laure Reynolds
East Bay Sales Manager
Pleasanton Weekly & Danville Weekly
lreynolds@pleasantonweekly.com 

- No phone calls, please -
The Danville Weekly is an equal-opportunity employer. 

315 Diablo Road, Suite 100
Danville, CA 94526

(925) 837-8300
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Friday, April 28, at the Blackhawk 
Museum, 3700 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle, Danville. The night will consist 
of hors d’oeurves, dinner, silent and 
live auctions and dancing. Tickets 
are $75. Contact Pam Clemmons at 
P2Clemmons@aol.com or visit www.
ses.srvusd.k12.ca.us/paris2006.
The Sky Baron Ball
The Sky Baron Ball benefiting the 
American Cancer Society will include 
dining, dancing, casino games, auc-
tions and other special attractions, 
from 7 p.m.-midnight, Saturday, April 
29, Attitude Aviation Flight School, 
299 W. Jack London Blvd., Livermore. 
Comfortable cocktail attire. Tickets are 
$150 each. Call 831-3911.
Third Annual UCP Golf Classic
With a day of golf, including lunch, 
exciting contests, prizes and spe-
cial celebrity appearances, the third 
annual UCP Golf Classic will be 
starting at 10 a.m., Monday, April 
24, Crow Canyon Country Club, 711 
Silver Lake Drive, Danville. This event 
will conclude with a gourmet dinner 
and a silent auction to benefit United 
Cerebral Palsy of the Golden Gate. 
Tickets for the whole day are $175; 
$40 for dinner only. Call (510) 832-
7430, ext. 4, or visit www.ucpgg.org.
Way Side Inn Thrift Shop Sale
The Way Side Inn Thrift Shop and 
Costume Rental in Lafayette is host-
ing its principal fundraiser to benefit 
Assistance League of Diablo Valley 
with tons of sales! Vintage hats, 
gloves and purses will be on sale 
Tuesday, May 2. Bathing suits for the 
family will be the super buy Tuesday, 
May 9. Bridal wear will be flying off 
the racks Tuesday, May 16. Store 
hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Tuesday-
Saturday. Call 934-0901.

Holidays
Mother’s Day Hike
Jennifer House of Save Mount Diablo 
will lead a Mother’s Day hike at 8 

a.m., Sunday, May 14, meeting at the 
Macedo Ranch Staging Area, north end 
of Green Valley Road, Alamo. The hike 
will take you to one of the few places 
where you can see three rare endemic 
plants within a few feet of each other 
and beautiful views of the Bay Area. 
Rain cancels. Call 947-3535.

Kids & Teens
A Trio of Events for Young Readers
Rakestraw Books will be hosting a 
trio of events for young readers dur-
ing the final week of April and the first 
week in May. Sarah Dessen, author 
of “Just Listen,” will be at Rakestraw 
Books at 10 a.m., Wednesday, April 
26. Ashley Wolff will be presenting 
“Miss Bindergarten Celebrates the 
Last Day of Kindergarten,” at 10 a.m., 
Thursday, April 27. Anthony Horowitz 
will be presenting his new novel, “Ark 
Angel: An Alex Rider Adventure,” at 10 
a.m., Tuesday, May 2. Reservations are 
required; call 837-7337.

Lectures/
Workshops
Internet Safety Workshop for 
Parents
San Ramon Valley High School and 
SRVHS PTSA will be providing a infor-
mative workshop for parents of middle 
and high school teens about Internet 
safety from 7-9 p.m., Tuesday, April 
25, SRVHS Performing Arts Center, 
140 Love Lane, Danville. Registration 
is not required, but requested. For 
information, contact Jill Schratz at 837-
3578 or ptsamail@earthlink.net.
‘Spirit of Adoption’
Debbie Thomas and America World 
Adoption Association will be sponsor-
ing a workshop, “Spirit of Adoption,” 
from 10 a.m.-noon, Saturday, April 22, 
Valley Vineyard Christian Fellowship, 

2252 Camino Ramon, San Ramon. 
This event is free, but registration is 
required by visiting www.awaa.org or 
registering at the door. 
Straight Talk: ‘In God We Trust’
Brad Dacus, President of Pacific Justice 
Institute, will be speaking at the next 
Straight Talk meeting to discuss the 
controversy over the rights of religious 
expression, from 7-8:15 a.m., Friday, 
April 28, at the Danville Community 
Center, 420 Front St., Danville. Cost 
is $20, including breakfast. Sign up at 
www.acteva.com/go/valleystraighttalk.
Teen SAT Strategy Session
For high school students taking the 
SATs, there will be a free session 
with professionals from the Princeton 
Review, from 6-7:30 p.m., Thursday, 
April 27, at the Danville Library, 400 
Front St. There will be an overview of 
the college admissions process, tips on 
the new changes to the SAT exam and 
effective test-taking tips. This event is 
free, but registration is required. Reserve 
your spot by calling 837-4889 or visiting 
the Danville Library Information Desk.
Will Proposition 82-Universal 
Preschool be good for California?
The San Ramon Valley  Republican 
Women will present Brandon Castillo, a 
partner at Bicker, Castillo & Fairbanks, 
speaking on the proposed November 
ballot Proposition 82, starting at 11:30 
a.m., Tuesday, April 25, at the Crow 
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver Lake 
Drive, Danville. Castillo specializes in 
ballot proposition campaign stragies. 
Tickets are $22, including lunch. RSVP 
to Roxanne Lindsay at 837-6253 or  
rrlindz@aol.com. 

Literary 
Events
Sebastian Junger
Sebastian Junger, author of “A Death 
in Belmont” and “The Perfect Storm,” 
is returning to Rakestraw Books for a 
special reading and signing at 11 a.m., 



Saturday, April 29. For this special event, 
brunch will be served. Reservations are 
required. Call 837-7337.

On Stage
‘Footloose’
St. Joan of Arc LIGHT Youth Ministry 
will open the Broadway musical 
“Footloose,” at 8 p.m., Thursday-
Saturday, May 4-6; Friday-Saturday, 
May 12-13 and at 6 p.m., Sunday, 
May 7 and 14, at St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic Church, 2601 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd. Tickets are $15 and may 
be purchased at the church or online 
at www.sjasr.org.
‘Noises Off’
San Ramon Valley High School will 
present a funny comedy, “Noises 
Off,” at 2:30 and 8 p.m., Thursday-
Saturday, April 27-29, and at 2:30 
p.m., Sunday, April 30, in the schools’ 
Performing Arts Center. Advance 
tickets are $7; tickets sold at the door 
are $8. Call 552-3089 or email cperry-
man@srvhs.org.
O’Neill Playwrights’ Theatre
The  Eugene O’Neill Foundation 
is celebrating its 11th season of 
Playwrights’ Theatre at 3 p.m., 
Sundays, May 7 and May 21, with 
nine new plays by Bay Area writ-
ers, at the Old Barn theater at Tao 
House. Tickets are $20 for each 
event or $35 for both; transportation 
costs are included in the ticket price 
via park service van since private 
vehicles are not allowed. Call 820-
1818.
Role Players present ‘Gun Shy’
The Role Players Ensemble Theatre 
is presenting “Gun Shy,” a funny 
story about marriage, divorce, infidel-
ity, infertility, eternal love and diets 
no one should try. “Gun Shy” will be 
starting at 8 p.m., Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evenings; and at 2 p.m. 
for Sunday matinees, from April 21-
May 13, at the Village Theatre, 233 
Front St., Danville. Tickets are $13-
$22. For tickets call 314-3463 or visit 
www.villagetheatreshows.com.

Seniors
Laugh Club
Medical research has proven what 
people have known for ages. 
Laughter is good for you. Join us for 
a half-hour laugh session at 10 a.m. 
every Tuesday at the San Ramon 
Senior Center, 9300 Alcosta Blvd. 
This event is free. Call Fred Turner at 
216-4590.

Lend-a-Hand Day
The Town of Danville will be helping 
Danville seniors with their spring yard 
clean-up, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, 
April 29. Seniors or volunteers should 
call 314-3476 for an information packet 
if they would like help with their yard 
clean-up.
Valley Oak Respite Center 
Activities for Seniors
Valley Oak Respite provides an interac-
tive program for frail seniors and those 
afflicted with Alzheimer’s or related 
dementias and physical disabilities, 
from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 1936 Tice 
Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek. The cost 
is $25 per session, which includes a 
morning snack and beverage; par-
ticipants should bring a bag lunch. 
For information or an application, call 
Carmen McCarthy at 945-8040.

Support Groups
Journaling Through Cancer
Beverly Kirkhart, a breast cancer survi-
vor, inspirational speaker and co-author 
of “Chicken Soup for the Surviving 
Soul,” will be holding a jounaling work-
shop for cancer patients, their families 
and friends from 6-8 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 2, at The Wellness Community, 
3276 McNutt Ave., Walnut Creek. 
This event is free, but reservations are 
required. Call 933-0107.
Managing Cancer Treatment 
Symptoms and Side Effects
Chris Raymond, RN, OCN, will host 
an informal workshop to answer 
questions about cancer treatment 
side effects and discuss methods of 
managing nausea, fatique and other 
symptoms, from 6-8 p.m., Monday, 
May 22, at Valley Care Health Library & 
Ryan Comer Cancer Resource Center, 
5725 Las Positas Blvd., second Floor, 
Pleasanton. This event is free, but res-
ervations are required. Call 933-0107.
San Ramon Valley Fibromyalgia, 
Chronic Fatigue and Chronic 
Pain Support
San Ramon Valley Fibromyalgia, 
Chronic Fatigue and Chronic Pain 
Support meets from 7-9 p.m., every 
other Monday in Danville. Call Denise 
for location and information at 837-
0510.

Volunteering
Bringing Back the Natives Tour
Volunteers are needed for the Bringing 
Back the Natives Garden Tour, from 

10 a.m. -5 p.m., Sunday, May 7. This 
tour will include 64 pesticide-free, 
water conserving gardens that provide 
habitat for wildflife and native plants. 
Registration is required to volunteer. 
Contact Kathy Kramer at (510) 236-
9558. Visit www.bringingbackthe-
natives.com.
Child Abuse Prevention Council
The Contra Costa County Child Abuse 
Prevention Council needs volunteer 
speakers for the community education 
program. Volunteers must complete a 
mandatory 24-hour speaker’s training 
course. For information, call 946-
9961.
Diablo Valley Literacy Council 
The Diablo Valley Literacy Council 
(DVLC) is looking for volunteers to 
help non-English speaking adults 
learn how to read, write and speak 
English. There will be three tutor-
training workshops held: Saturday, 
May 6; Tuesday, May 9; and 
Saturday, May 13, at DVLC, 4000 
Clayton Road, Concord. There is a 
non-refundable $15 registration fee. 
For information or to register, call 
Jane at 938-0139.
Help Your Senior Neighbors
A lot of Danville seniors need rides 
to their appointments, stores or to 
special events. The Seniors’ Club 
at Veterans Memorial Hall is look-
ing for volunteers to provide rides 
on an “as-needed basis” on one or 
more Mondays a month. Call Jenn 
Overmore at 314-3476 for more 
information.
Outdoor Adventure Faire Needs 
You
Remember the thrill of that bite, 
hook up, the fight and the land-
ing? Help Christ’s Kids Sports 
Ministry bring that excitement to a 
child by volunteering at the fishing 
program of its Outdoor Adventure 
Faire from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, 
May 13, at Shadow Cliffs Regional 
Recreation Area, 2500 Stanley Blvd., 
Pleasanton. Call Jim at 820-3874.
Project Second Chance
Help an adult to read, write or spell 
better with Project Second Chance 
(PSC) and the Contra Costa Country 
Library adult literacy program. 
Training will begin from 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Wedneday, May 3 and will 
continue from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., May 
6 and 13, at the PSC office, 75 
Santa Barbara Rd., Pleasant Hill. For 
information, call 927-3250 or e-mail 
psc@cclib.org.
Rides for Seniors in Lafayette
Rides for Seniors, based in 
Lafayette, is looking for volunteers 
(25 years and older) to allow seniors 
“to age in place” in their homes and 
be safe when transported to a doc-
tor appointment or grocery shop-
ping. If you are available for a couple 
of hours periodically, call 284-6699. 
Fingerprinting and DMV background 
check required.
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue (TVAR) will 
be offering volunteer orientations 
from 1-2:30 p.m., Saturday, April 
8 and Sunday, April 23, at East 
County Animal Shelter (ECAS), 4595 
Gleason Dr., Dublin. Contact Cathy 
Bergren at 426-2472 or e-mail cali-
cocathy@yahoo.com.

C A L E N D A R

Celebrating 
our 10th year 
in Danville

In today’s fast paced world, there’s a need to expand 

the tranquility all around us, inside & out.
At The Body Adventure, you’ll fi nd that 

nurtures both! We’ll help you create the beauty 
and warmth 

in your home and inside yourself.

160 East Prospect Ave. 
Downtown Danville 925.552.9999

www.thebodyadventure.com

Are You Looking ...
 for a Primary Care Physician?

Stephen Pratt, MD
is now accepting new patients at 
Oak Tree Internal Medicine

Dr. Pratt is Board Certified by the 
American Board of Internal Medicine and 

is a member of the American Medical 
Association and the American College of 

Physicians. He completed residency in 1998 
at Mayo Clinic, Rochester MN.

Oak Tree Internal Medicine offers:
Primary and Preventive Care Medicine for Adults
Same Day Appointments
Calm, Relaxing Atmosphere
Courteous, Friendly Staff
Online Appointment Requests
Online Prescription Refills and Consultation
Late Appointments by Request
Major Insurance and HMO Plans Accepted
Convenient Location With Ample Parking

Bishop Ranch 11
2301 Camino Ramon

Suite 290
San Ramon

www.oaktreeinternalmedicine.com
925.866.7090
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summer fun
2006

It’s All About The Kids

www.athenian-summer.org  925-837-5375

Camps & Classes
For All Ages

2, 4, & 6 week Summer Enrichment Classes & More!

June 19-August 11, 2006

Experience                         
                 at

The Athenian School on our beautiful

75 acre campus at the base of Mt. Diablo.
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115 Announcements
“CHRIST IS ALL.”
If you have Christ, you have everything.
Without Jesus Christ, you have absolute-
ly nothing. Read a life-changing book at:
www.Christ-Is-All.us (Cal-SCAN)

100% Comm! info

Chronic Pain Support Group

CINDY -
You called Rob Black on 04/06. I have
an answer for you. CTS, 130 El Nido Ct.,
Diablo, CA. 94526-0064

Local Artist at CustomDogArt.com

Pregnant? Considering Adoption
Talk with caring people specializing in
matching birthmothers with families
nationwide. Expenses Paid. Toll free
24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 1-
866-413-6292 (Cal-SCAN)

RESEARCHING FRONTIER 
CALIFORNIANS

-Patrick Reddy, Edward “Ned” Reddy,
Emily Page Conklin Reddy. Any informa-
tion/letters contact Jaak Treiman red-

dyresearch@att.net or call
818.340.5766. (Cal-SCAN)

Taylor Family Walkathon

130 Classes &
Instruction
A career in Medical
Assisting can be yours with training from
UEI. 6 convenient locations. Call now to
start training for your new career. 1-877-
354-2031. www.uei4you.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

A massage therapy career!
UEI. El Monte, Huntington Park, Los
Angeles, Ontario, San Bernardino, Van
Nuys. Not all programs available at all
campuses. 1-877-354-2031;
www.uei4you.com (Cal-SCAN)

A medical, dental,
Business or Computer Career can be
yours with training from UEI. 6
Convenient Locations. Call now! 1-877-
354-2031. www.uei4you.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

AUSTRALIAN PIANO METHOD

Get a Free Inline Skating Lesson - $0

Quality college Culinary
Careers. AOS in Culinary Arts.
www.FresnoChef.com 1-866-373-Chef.
Low tuition. Low housing. Culinary Chef
Certs. Programs Accredited by ACF.
(Cal-SCAN)

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS

for all ages
Try something new for Spring! 

Call Benneta Heaton 
(925) 820-1169 

~ located in Danville ~

Private Piano Lessons - $25/half h

135 Group Activities
Come knit with us!
Fibromyalgia Arthritis Support

145 Non-Profits
Needs
Taylor Family Walkathon

150 Volunteers
Taylor Family Walkathon

155 Pets
Dog walking, sitting & more
Healthfulpets.com

201 Autos/Trucks
/Parts
Campion 2004 Explorer 552 - $23,900

Jeep 1996 Grand Cherokee Limited -
$4,900 fir
Jeep 1996 Grand Cherokee Limited -
$5,000

210 Garage/Estate
Sales
Alamo, 43 S. Via Lucia Lane, Apr
22, 9-2
Furniture, TV’s, Household goods
Pleasanton, 2751 Huff Dr., Apr. 22,
8 - 2
Yu-Gi-oh and Pokemon cards, toys,
household items, clothes
Pleasanton, 2757 Glen Isle Ct,
4/22, 8-1
Huge Garage Sale - Includes household
items, art work, kids/adult clothes. Kids
toys/videos and so much more. Cash
only please.
Pleasanton, 3190 Montpelier Ct,
4/22, 8-3
Garage Sale - Small furniture items, Air
Hockey, 9 in 1 Game Table, Clothing,
Outdoor furniture, and other items.
Pleasanton, 3735 Reflections Drive, Apr
22 from 9-2
Pleasanton, 5556 Paseo Navarro, April
22, 9-1
Pleasanton, 6310 Paseo Santa
Maria, Sat April 22, 8a-3p
HUGE GARAGE SALE-household goods &
clothing. Lots of kid stuff-toys, clothes,
etc.

STONERIDGE NEIGHBORHOOD
GARAGE SALE

Saturday, April 22, 8am-3pm
(Start at 5277 Springdale) 

Over 50 homes!
Sponsored by

Penny & Gary Palmatier
UNITED CALIFORNIA BROKERS

925-931-1600 Get a map at
www.EastBayAreaHomes.com 

& area signs

220 Computers/
Electronics
Dell Laptop - Great Condition - $285.00
IPOD,PLAYSTATION

230 Freebies

FREE DIRT
in front of the house, easy pick up off the
curb, U-HAUL,
Call to schedule a pick up time
650-424-8560
Jenn-Air StoveTop - FREE
PATIO TABLE & CHAIRS
41” round black iron mesh patio table
with four matching chairs. Good condi-
tion. You haul. 925-846-9443. FREE
Twin Mattress
One Twin Mattress-Good condition. FREE

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Art Deco Chifferobe Cabinet - $815.00
Chrystal Chandeler - 900.00
Drop Leaf Table - $800
Hartmann Luggage - Brand New -
$395.00
Washer & Dryer - $100.00

245 Miscellaneous
1851 Seaswirl Striper W/A - $24000.00
Books Wanted!
www.BlueRectangle.com buys books
online. Instant prices offered. All kinds of
books wanted, especially textbooks and
more recent non-fiction. Top prices paid.
(800) 350 7754. (Cal-SCAN)
Hunt Elk, Red Stag,
Buffalo, Whitetail. Guaranteed License
$5.00. Season 8/25/06-03/31/07. We
have a No Game-No Pay policy. Book
now! Days 1-314-209-9800, Evenings 1-
314-293-0610. (Cal-SCAN)
Local Artist at CustomDogArt.com

PartyTime 69 - Swinger Resources
Spring Boutique - MOMS Club
STEEL BUILDINGS
BUILDING SALE! “Go Direct/Save!”
20x26 Now $5,100. 25x30 $6,800.
30x40 $10,600. 40x60 $16,600.
Extensive range of sizes and models.
Doors/accessories optional. Pioneer 1-
800-668-5422. (Cal-SCAN)

STEEL BUILDINGS.
FACTORY Deals. Save $$$.40x60’ to
100x200’. Ex: 50x100x12’= $3.60/sq
ft. 1-800-658-2885
www.RigidBuilding.com (Cal-SCAN)
Steel Buildings.
FACTORY Deals. Save $$$. 40x60’ to
100x200’. Example: 50x100x12’=
$3.60/sq ft. 1-800-658-2885
www.RigidBuilding.com (Cal-SCAN)
Swing LifeStyle

250 Musical
Instruments
Groove Percussion Drum Set - $155.00
Yamaha Clavinova - $1000.00 O

260 Sports &
Exercise Equipment
EASTON bats - $65 / $20
K2 Rollerblades - Brand New - $65.00
Stomach Exerciser - $45.00

330 Child Care
Offered

Do U Need Afterschool Childcare? -
$10/hr
Great Mom-Nanny avail - $15 +

SUMMER NANNY AVAILABLE
Tanis Daycare 426-5025

340 Child Care
Wanted

P/T HELPER WANTED
for summer. 2 days per 

week / 9am-1pm
Call 703-489-8667 (c)

Kid’s
Stuff

A POWER WHEELCHAIR NEW $0
at no cost!! Call (800) 350-7033

OPEN
6 DAYS
A WEEK

Truck &
Auto Parts

Domestic & Import

846-1030
(925)

32 California Ave (1 Blk Off Stanley)
PLEASANTON

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 AM-6 PM
SATURDAY 8 AM-5PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

SHOCK ABSORBERS

Selling a car?
Advertise for FREE

List it on fogster.com

no minimum lines, 
no minimum dollars

include photos

Harry’s 
Auto

Repair
183-A Wyoming St

Pleasanton CA 94566

$25
with coupon

925-462-3237
SPECIAL
SMOG

INSPECTION
+ $8.25
   CERT

For Sale* DEADLINE *

The Pleasanton/Danville Weekly
Classified Advertising

deadline is:

Tuesday 12 Noon
through the business office

925-600-0840 x12

Tuesday 11:59 PM
through Fogster.com 

Avoid the last-minute rush -
Place your ad early! 

Bulletin
Board

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

PHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique
Web site offering FREE
postings from communities
throughout the Bay Area
and an opportunity for your
ad to appear in the
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to fog-
ster.com, day or night and
get your ad started imme-
diately online. Most listings
are free print ad in our
Peninsula newspapers with
the option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are Business Services and
Employment ads, which
include a web listing
charge. Home services
and Mind & Body Services,
require contact with a
Customer Sales
Representative.
So, the next time you
have an item to sell,
barter, give away or buy,
get the perfect combina-
tion: print ads in your
local newspapers, reach-
ing more than 35,000
readers, and unlimited
free Web postings reach-
ing hundreds of thousands
additional people!

INDEX
■ BULLETIN BOARD

100-155
■ FOR SALE

200-270
■ KIDS STUFF

330-355
■ JOBS

510-585
■ BUSINESS

SERVICES
600-690

■ HOME
SERVICES
700-799

■ FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims or
consequential damages due to errors.
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume
responsibility for the claims or performance
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing
Co. reserves the right to refuse, edit or
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion
without prior notice.

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!
Danville Weekly

SMOG INSPECTION
$25 + $8.25 CERT

EPPS TEST ONLY CENTER
925-462-1097
No Appointments Necessary!

183-B Wyoming St., Pleasanton • Mon-Sat 9-5

with
coupon( )Special

Angelic Faces provides you with pre-screened qualified Nanny
candidates matched to your family’s needs. We provide 
Full-Time, Part-Time, Live-In or Live-Out Nannies. Tailored to
fit your budget. Nanny Trustline Registration and Drug testing
are included in our fees.
We welcome both Nanny & Parent applications.

M-F 9am to 5pm  (925) 242-2550
Please visit our website for additional information.

www.angelicfaces.com
2603 Camino Ramon, Suite 200   San Ramon, CA 94583

“Placing Nannies and Families Together”

fogster.com



P/T Nanny (morn/after school) - $15-
18/hr

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING

Violin Lessons

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
ADVENTURES SUMMER MUSIC CAMP

Hacienda School

Writing Camp in PA & Pleasanton

355 Items for Sale
Baseball Bats - $65 / $20

Bellini dressers - $550 total

Counterfeit Det. Kids Mystery - $7.95

Graco Travel System Stroller - $50.00

500 Help Wanted
AGENTS WANTED!
Sell Reverse Mortgages to Senior
Citizens. No license required. Will train.
F/T.Commission position only. Earn
$100,000+yr, marketing system. 1-
877-931-3638 (Cal-SCAN)

AWESOME JOB!
Large company hiring 18-24 sharp indi-
viduals. Work/travel with unique sales
team. 2wks paid training.
Transportation/ Lodging furnished.
Return guaranteed. Call today, start
today. For interview 1-888-741-2190.
(Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Line Installer.
Learn to install, maintain, repair interior
comm. systems. No experience req’d.
To age 34 w/H.S. diploma. Call 1-800-
345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Construction
Specialty Termite has immediate 
openings for Lead Contractors in all
phases of home repair and remodel.
Must have truck and basic hand tools. 
e-mail resume jhemus@specialtyter-
mite.com

DRIVER-MAKE MORE MONEY!
Regional, dedicated & OTR. Comfort
zones available. CDL Training. Top of the
line equipment. Call: 866-333-8801.
Mention ref#163B. EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS - OPEN HOUSE
Mon-Thurs (April 17-20) 8am-6pm

or by appt anytime.
Located at: 2256 Claremont Ct.,

Hayward CA 94545. 
Grow with Central Transport. Combo
Road/Dock Drivers Needed. CT/JWA

have dedicated road positions:
Hayward. Dedicated routes/sched-

ules/excellent income. Class A
w/Hazmat/Doubles. Home Daily/No
Weekends! $500 Sign-on Bonus! Top
Drivers Earning Up to $1100+/wk.

$17/hr to start for dock work, $20.50
top pay! Vacation / Holiday Pay! Health

& 401K Benefits! 12 mos exp req. 
What are you waiting for? 

Call Recruiting: 
800-331-1176

or email: jwacorp@yahoo.com

DRIVERS-EARN 41CPM
Get Home! Regional runs- CA and AR.
Excellent equipment. CDL-A and 1 year
OTR required. Henderson Trucking 1-
800-851-4943. (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS: $1000 Bonus!
Just for hauling your 

FIRST flatbed load. Call
Werner Enterprises
for this and More!

800-346-2818, x135

EARN MONEY WHILE DOING 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT!

Growing, progressive non-profit seeks
positive, responsible persons for 

direct support in Liver/Pleas/Dublin. All
training paid. Excel benefits. 

$11-$12.05/hr. 
Send cover letter/resume: 
eastbayinnovationsjobs

@yahoo.com
or fax (510) 618-1570 

attn: SLS

FINANCIAL SYSTEMS MANAGER
Exciting Finance Job Opportunity!
(Dublin, CA)
We are seeking a Financial Systems
Manager to work with vendors, IT, and
worldwide financial staff! This person
will design, implement, and train others
to use an integrated financial system.
Initial focus will be on an integrated
Purchasing, Accounts Payable, and
General Ledger system. This is a
hands-on position reporting to the CFO.
Candidate must be willing to travel
approximately 30% of the time.
Relocation may be negotiable for the
qualified candidate. 
Required Skills/ Qualifications:
•Certified Public Accountant
• Prior ERP Implementation
• Willingness To Travel Domestically
And Internationally 
• Excellent Logic And Problem Solving
Capabilities
• Extraordinary Written And Verbal
Communication Skills
• Ability To Manage Many Projects With
Varying Priorities
• Detail-Oriented
• Strong Work Ethic
• Team Player

To apply for this position, please e-
mail, mail, or fax a resume to:
Mail: Simpson Strong-Tie, P.O. Box
10789, Pleasanton, CA 94588
Attention: Samantha Crapser
Fax: (925) 833-1498
E-Mail: scrapser@strongtie.com
All applicants are subject to a drug
screen and background investigation.

Jobs Jobs Jobs!
California Army National Guard. No
experience. Will pay to train; High school
Jr./ Sr. & Grads/ Non-Grads/ GED. May
qualify for $10,000 BONUS. Call 1-800-
GO-GUARD. (Cal-SCAN)

NANNY POSITIONS-see ad for
Angelic Faces

Needlepointer
Experienced needlepointer wanted to
complete Christmas stocking kit by Dec
06. Call (925) 699-1094.

POWER PLANT OPERATOR.
No exp. required. Pd training, relocation
and xlnt bnfts. H.S. Grads max age 34.
Call 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

PURE GIRLS IS HIRING!
Pure Girls in Downtown Pleasanton is
looking for Assistant Manager to run
Night and Weekend Parties for girls ages
6-13. Ideal Candidate must be Assertive
(Bossy!), Detail-Oriented (Eyes in the
Back of your Head!) and an Extreme
Multi-Tasker (Wonder Woman!). Please
call 925-485-4380 or apply in person.

SALES / MERCHANDISING
Seeking motivated reliable individual

with at least one year route 
management, merchandising and sales

experience to execute sales & 
merchandising initiatives in the Danville
to Livermore area. M-F PT Hourly. Pls
send resume to: zoomeyeresumes

@yahoo.com

550 Business
Opportunities
# 1 Vending Busimess.
Own your own vending company for as
little as $6000. All locations and place-
ment included. 1-800-605-0156.
www.PSVHome.com (Cal-SCAN)

A CASH COW!!
90 Vending Machine units/30 locations.
Entire Business- $10,970. Hurry! 1-800-
836-3464. (Cal-SCAN) 

Advertise your Home,
Property or Business for sale in 125
community newspapers in California.
Reach over 3 million readers for only
$1,500. Call this participating newspa-
per and ask about the Statewide Display
ad program, or visit www.cal-scan.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Advertise your Job
opening in 200+ newspapers in
California. Reach over 6 million readers
for only $500. Call this participating
newspaper and ask about the Statewide
Classified Ad program or visit www.cal-
scan.com (Cal-SCAN)

All cash candy route.
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own
local candy route. Includes 30 machines
and candy. All for $9,995. MultiVend,
LLC 880 Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY
11729. 1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)

AMERICA’S HOTTEST 
OPPORTUNITY
Own your own-

Dollar or/Dollar Plus Store
(News.DollarStoreServices.com)

1-800-829-2915 -Discount Party Store
(www.DPStores.com)-Teen Discount
Zone (www.TeenDiscountZone.com)

Mailbox Stores
(www.TheMailBoxStores.com)from

$45,900.1-800-518-3064. (Cal-SCAN)

ARE YOU MAKING $1,710
per week? All cash vending routes with
prime locations available now! Under
$9,000 investment required. Call Toll
Free (24-7) 800-276-5584. (Cal-SCAN)

MAKE MONEY HELPING
America Save on Gas and the
Environment!! New Gas Pill Saves You up
to 35% on Gas 818-437-2383.
www.GasPillDirect.com (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment
Information
$5,500 Weekly Goal
Potential! If someone did it, so can you!
2-3 confirmed appointments daily!
Benefits Available. Call Catherine
McFarland 1-888-543-1788. (Cal-SCAN)

A MEDICAL, DENTAL
Business or Computer Career can be
yours with training from UEI. 6
Convenient Locations. Call now! 1-877-
354-2031. www.uei4you.com Cal-SCAN)

Attention Class-A
Truck Drivers and Owner Operators:
Regional runs in AZ, CA & NV. Make the
move to McKelvey. Call 1-800-410-
6255. (Cal-SCAN)

Attn: Driver / O/ Ops:
Many Choices, Many Rewards, One
Name: MARTEN! Marten Transport has
excellent opportunities open now! Great
Pay, Excellent Benefits, Weekly home-
time! OTR & Regional Runs Available!
Class A-CDL req. 1-800-395-3331
www.marten.com (Cal-SCAN)

Driver -
Experienced & Trainees needed. Earn up
to $40k+ next year. No experience
required. $0 down CDL Training avail-
able. Call Central Refrigerated 1-800-
521-9277 x4779. (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVER:
SIGN ON Bonuses! $2,000- Regional
Solos. $5,000-OTR Teams. $1,000-
Contractors. Health insurance & 401k.
Class-A CDL required. 800-251-
6291,ext 4865O/Oscar. www.xpress-
drivers.com (Cal-SCAN)

Driver:
Take better care of your Family. Join
ours. Swift offers excellent miles, com-
pensation, CDL training. OTR, regional,
dedicated runs. 
www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com 1-866-333-
8801. Ref#163. EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVER: TUITION PAID
training! CDL-A in 3 1/2 weeks! Great
New Pay Package! Tuition reimburse-
ment for recent school graduates! Must
be 21. Drive CRST. wgreen@crst.com 1-
800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN)

Driver: Tuition Paid
training! CDL-A in 3 1/2 weeks! Great
New Pay Package! Tuition reimburse-
ment for recent school graduates! Must
be 21. Drive CRST. wgreen@crst.com 1-
800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS
Reefer recent average $1.40 per mile.
No experience? On the road training
available. Late model assigned equip-
ment. Great benefits. 800-771-6318.
www.PrimeInc.com (Cal-SCAN)

SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME
Real Estate / Loans, FT/PT,
Prepare For, or Licensed.
Also need Team Captains,
Telemarketers, Training.

Danville or Concord location.
Call Sylvia 925-285-1801

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

604 Adult Care
Offered

605 Antiques & Art
Restoration

615 Computers
APPLE-MAC SPECIALIST
Repair l Upgrade l Network
Cable/DSL Internet Setup 

Digital Audio/Video/Photography 
Call Justin (925) 487-8933

624 Financial
* Get cash *
For your Settlement, Annuity Payments,
Inheritance. 1-800-836-0479 (Cal-SCAN)

Immediate Cash!!
US Pension Funding pays cash now for 8
years of your future pension payments.
Call 800-586-1325 for a FREE, no-obli-
gation estimate. www.uspensionfund-
ing.com (Cal-SCAN)

NEED CA$H TODAY?
Advance funding available for P.I., law-
suits, inheritance, Structured settle-
ments,pensions, or notes. Call 1(800)
901-5851. ElamCapitalFunding.com(Cal-
SCAN)

Need Cash?
Lower payments? Amazing home refi-
nance programs for All credit types.
Save thousands. For Free report call 24
hr. recorded info: 1-888-286-3176 ext.
5520. (DRE01300747) (Cal-SCAN)

NEED FAST CASH?
Home loans as low as 1%. We can lower
your payment by 45%. 100% financing.
Bad credit OK. Open 24-7. Call West
Coast Mortgage. 1-800-822-2160. DRE
01504583. (Cal-SCAN)

628 Graphics

645 Office/Home
Business Services
Office Space-Pleasanton
To Buy,Sell,Lease or Sublease commer-
cial real estate visit:
W W W . T r i v a l l e y o f f i c e s . c o m

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

TOP DAWG PET SUPPLIES
Top Quality. Bottom Prices. Collars,
leads, toys, grooming aids, displays...
Money-back satisfaction guarantee.
www.PamperedPupStore.com. Enter
“INTRO” for discount. 1-816-616-3179.
(Cal-SCAN)

659 Sewing/Tailoring

715 Cleaning
Services

ALWAYS CLEANING
Residential and Commercial

~ Free estimates ~
Call (510) 557-0398

BETTY’S OFFICE CLEANING
Affordable ~ Reliable ~ 17 Yrs

Experience
Cleaning schedule as you require!

925-497-8369
Licensed & Bonded 

Lic# 5002770
CRS HOUSECLEANING SERVICE

“Professional Service with the
Personal Touch”

COMPLETE CLEANING
Weekly * Bi-Weekly * Monthly

$10 off w/first cleaning
(925) 785-1967

Andrea’s Cleaning Service
Personalized Cleaning 

Home & Office
Quality work, dependable and 

affordable
Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly ~ 

as you need!
References Available / Free

Estimates
Call 925-339-2461

Home
Services

Custom Designed
Sewing Work

Alterations, Draperies, Bedding,
Pillows, Cushions, Embroidery 

and More!   References available.

Contact Lina,  925-249-1298

Fabulous Friends

Licensed & Bonded
sbnbart@comcast.net

A Pet Sitting Service

Nicki Bartels
925.989.4586

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

Ken Cook
“I Make House Calls!”

M-F 8am-8pm/Wknds & Hols 9am-6pm
Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training

More info/rates: http://come.to/pc-medic
Lic #011068

Member: PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

Sylvie (RN) and Rebecca 
will find the professional caregiver

who matches your needs.
We will help YOU stay in

YOUR home with 
maximum independence.

❖❖ R-S PROCARE ❖❖
HOME HEALTH SERVICES

Rebecca (925) 788-2503
Sylvie (925) 890-7424

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS?
Over 18 years experience in 
all aspects of bookkeeping.
No job too big or too small!

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

Business
Services

NANNIES NEEDED!!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!

$13-18/hr
A Nanny Connection

925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

HOUSECLEANERS NEEDED
Good Wages ~ Weekly Pay
Ideal Hours ~ Paid Mileage

Car, CDL & insurance are necessary
Call Merry Maids / Pleasanton 

(925) 462-0991

Jobs

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 
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Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

– Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only –

C
atherine H

ansen R
ush

Pita pocket
Meet Pita. Pita
is a 4-year-
old, spayed
female beard-
ed collie/lab
mix. Doesn’t
she have a
sweet face?
Pita loves
people and
she’ll even try
to crawl into
your lap if
given a
chance. Pita is
very friendly
and she has lived with cats and other
dogs. She is a great family dog and was
given up by her previous owners because
of their allergies. Pita enjoys going for
walks, which is great because she is also
very fond of treats. Visit Pita at Tri-Valley
SPCA, 4651 Gleason Drive in Dublin,
open Wednesday-Thursday, 1-8 p.m. and
Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Call 
479-9670 or visit www.eastbayspca.org.

Pet of the Week



IMPECCABLE INTERIORS
Specializing in One Time 

Cleanings, Move In, Move Outs 
& Construction Clean Ups
~ 14 Years Experience ~

www.impeccableinteriors.com
925-736-9600

ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING
Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603

MARTHA’S CLEANING SERVICE
- All Types of Cleaning -

Move In/Out Our Specialty!
10 Yrs Exp ~ Dependable, 

Quality Service
925-997-4669

MERRY MAIDS
One Less Thing To Worry About

We are insured, bonded &
tailored to meet your needs

925-462-0991

719 Remodeling/
Additions

NEW LOOK
CULTURED MARBLE & ONYX

Natural & Cultured Stone 
- Kitchens & Bathrooms -

FREE ESTIMATES
Visit our showroom by Appointment

~ Contractors Welcome ~
Ask for Carlos - Owner/Installer

1-877-377-BATH
CA Contractor License #654587

726 Decor & Drapery

730 Electrical

737 Fences & Gates

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

MIKE’S ENVIRONMENTAL
Pet, Plant & Yard Care, Etc.

Household Hazardous Waste Removal 
Windows~Spraying~Gutters Cleaned 

Exc Refs ~ Trustworthy
925-362-0837

THOR LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod & Sprinkler

Installation, Fence & Deck
Repair,Waterfalls and Fountains

Licensed ~ Bonded 
Call 510-329-5091

www.thorlandscaping.com

751 General
Contracting

J.A. BRISTOW
General Contractor 
Repair & Remodel

209-495-3751 (c)
No job too small!

757 Handyman/
Repairs

PLEASANTON HOME REPAIR and
MAINTENANCE

Full Service Residential / Commercial
Repairs and Maintenance

Dependable * 30 Yrs Experience
Call 925-577-0542

* Pleasanton area only *
Local References ~ City Lic# 040421

email: ss1177@comcast.net

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE

Yard & Garage clean-up / Dump runs
Appliance and Furniture removal

Tree and Shrub trimming & removal
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free

Estimates
925 899-5655

761 Masonry/Brick

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

PERFECTION PAINTING & 
WALLPAPERING

Free Estimates & Low Rates!
(925) 485-3545 or 699-5800

CA Lic. #040142

775 Asphalt/
Concrete

790 Roofing

793 Solar
PACIFIC SOLAR ENERGY

Is your pool ready for summer? 
Call for a free Solar Heater estimate. 

pacsolarenergy.com 
Lic. 872167 

925-218-8969

799 Windows

805 Homes for Rent
Danville, 3 BR/2 BA
Crow Canyon Country Club. 2 Car
Garage. Community Pools. $2550/mo
Eve.(925) 980-6980

Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2395/mont

Pleasanton, 2 BR/2 BA - $2000/mont

Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $2295/mont

San Ramon Bradywalsh.com, 3 BR/2.5
BA - $2695

809 Shared
Housing/Rooms
Pleasanton, 3 BR/1 BA - $2000/mont

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale

Cayucos: 3BR/2.5BA
Oceanfront home central coast.
Panoramic views, legal stairs to beach,
2 story, frplc., 6 parking spaces.
Vacation rental use allowed.
$3,250,000. Cathy Brown, ERA
Seawave, 805/441-7418

Danville, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $4600000

Livermore 5+BR/4+BA - $1129000

Northstar Village Condo (new), 3
BR/3 BA
Spectacular New Luxury Condo in the
new Northstar Village, 3 bedroom, 3
bath, approx. 1600 s.f. w/Tahoe
Mountain Club Membership available.
(925) 837-2315

840 Vacation
Rentals/Time Shares
Incline Village Rental
Rental in Incline Village, spectacular view
of lake, 4 bdrm, 2 bath, sleeps 8, fully-
appointed (925) 837-2315

Timeshare Resales:
The Cheapest way to buy, sell and rent
Timeshares. No commissions or Broker
fees. Call 1-800-640-6886 or go to
www.BuyATimeshare.com (Cal-SCAN)
Timeshares RESALES
THE Cheapest way to buy, sell and rent .
No commissions or Broker fees. Call 1-
800-640-6886 or go to
www.BuyATimeshare.com (Cal-SCAN)

845 Out of Area
Western New Mexico
45 to 160 acre ranches starting at
$69,990. Mountain views, trees, rolling
hills, wildlife, borders BLM, power. Enjoy
hunting, hiking, horses. Perfect ranch.
100% financing. NALC 1-866-365-4122.
(Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
A Dream find-
20 Acres - Reduced $139,900. Near
Tehachapi. Fresh mountain air and pic-
ture perfect views. Streams and oaks.
Ideal for horses, country getaway, or to
buy and hold. Financing. Call owner 1-
888-821-5253. (Cal-SCAN)
BEAUTIFUL UTAH!
LAND Sale-71 Acres-$49,900. Uinta
Mountain area. Outdoor lover’s dream!
Dramatic mountain views, close to con-
veniences. Surrounded by wilderness.
Nearby lake and state parks. Excellent
financing. Call UTLR 1-877-350-5263.
(Cal-SCAN)
Beautiful Utah! Land Sale -
66 Acres - $47,900. Uinta Mountain
area. Outdoor lover’s dream! Dramatic
mountain views, close to conveniences.
Surrounded by wilderness. Nearby lake
and state parks. Excellent financing. Call
UTLR 1-877-350-5263. (Cal-SCAN)
Fish Lake Valley, NV.
New to Market. 7ac Trout Stream
$27,900; 11ac Trout Stream $49,900
(Abuts BLM). Eastern slope of White
Mtns, Within looming presence of
Nevada’s highest peak and range. Snow
covered year round. Providing cool,
clean water that feeds the Rainbow Trout
Creek which borders the entire back
boundary. One of a kind! Inspiring, must
see. Call 1-888-581-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

RV PARKING
with full hook-ups available at

The Alameda County Fairgrounds
Call 925-426-7600
STORAGE SPACE

for RV’s, boats & cars available at
The Alameda County Fairgrounds

Call 925-426-7600
TRUCKEE lot w/approved plans
Private Lot in Truckee, w/ approved
plans for 3 bdrm w/den or 4th bdrm, 3
ba. 3,500+ sq. ft. home w/private back-
yard, lot approx. 15,451 sq. ft.,
$425,000 (925)837-2315
Wild West Ranch
So. COLORADO. 60 AC - $49,900.
Outstanding rocky mountain views!
Elec/Tele included. Get away for a week-
end or a lifetime! Low down payment
with excellent financing! Call Today! 1-
866-696-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate
Services

* Land Auction *
200 Properties must be sold! Low
down/E-Z Financing. Free catalog. 800-
536-9154. www.LandAuction.com (Cal-
SCAN)
100% Comm! info
Buyers: LOOK at www.gotHouse.com -
$ZERO COST

FREE Home Buyer Booklet!
FREE Home Valuation
FREE list of available homes
Livermore Realtor BradyWalsh.com
Local Realtor- CustomDogArt.com
Mobile Notary (925) 699-5794
Property Management Brady Walsh
Real Estate Agent Brady Walsh
Real Estate Auction
May 18, 2006. Developer’s Dream,
Residential Land, 78.63 Acres San
Diego County, Minutes from Pechanga
Resort. For Info:
www.AuctionsPluss.com 1-800-99AUC-
TION 1-714-539-1297 (Cal-SCAN)
Real Estate BradyWalsh.com

THINKING OF SELLING?
3.95% Total Commission
Sellers Save Thousands

Full Service Includes MLS
Sell & Save Realty

Call to List 925-791-1104

WARNING - Paying Rent is Hazardo
You CAN Own A Home for Zero Down

890 Real Estate
Wanted

Cash for Private Mortgage
Pays Cash for Owner Financed

Mortgages
Professional Service/ Fast Closing/

absolute best price paid 
Direct: 510-710-6009

FIND OUT WHAT
Your Home is Worth On-Line

Visit:
www.TriValleyHomeEvaluation.co

m
Keller Williams Realty

Century 21 
Mission-Bishop

George Berg
Sales Associate

Looking for your dream home?
Call (510) 579-9573 (c)

or visit 
www.Newhomebuyertours.net

HOME BUYERS
View Hot

New Listings
Visit:

www.FreeNewProperties.com
Keller Williams Realty

BUY A HOME
with Zero Cash

No Money Down!
Visit:

www.BuyThisHomeZeroDown.com
Keller Williams Realty

Real
Estate

FENTON CONSTRUCTION
Window & Door Sales / Installation

Entry Systems, Interior Doors,
Moulding & More
925.837.7213
Lic# 669736

OAKRIDGE ROOFING
Family owned & operated with over

30 years of experience
Bus & Fax 

(925) 484-2639
All Roof Types 

New Roofs * Roof Repairs * Gutters
Emergency Leaks 
( 24 hr availability )

Roof Maintenance Programs for
Commercial Buildings

A+ CONCRETE
510-798-8929

Professional Block & Concrete

Block & Retaining Walls * Driveways
Patio Slabs * Stamped Concrete

Brick * Flagstone * Pavers

Lic# 726956
18 Yrs Family Owned & Operated 

Quality Interior & Exterior

PAINTING
by CAMBRIDGE
925-462-0655

LIC#747906

BRICK MASON

Four Generations Handed Down
Brick • Block • Tile
Stone • Concrete

Small job expert Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 456-5751

NEW LEAF
Landscape Maintenance

Weekly / Biweekly
Call for a 

prompt competitive bid.
925-846-4485

MARTIN’S GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE

Yard Clean-Up & Maintenance
Good References Avail 

~ 10 yrs Exp ~
Reasonable rates / Free estimates

$70 mo - 2x mo. 
$95 mo - 4x mo.
925-768-4528

Borg
Redwood
Fences

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully insured P.L. & P.D. • State Lic. #771763

FREE
Estimates

Insurance Work
“Unsurpassed Quality at Reasonable Prices”

426-9620
www.borgfence.com

Fences • Decks • Retaining Walls
Arbors • Heritage Vinyl Fencing

PHONE SERVICE - Protech
Residential Telephone Service

Free Estimates / Senior Discounts
Day & Eve. Appointments
Scott 925-588-5436

CHANGING SPACES
by Jill Denton

One-Day Interior Redesign,
Decorating,Home Staging, Faux

Painting,Design & Color
Consultations

www.jilldenton.com 
(925)998-7747

Remodeling Contractor
Additions, bathrooms, windows,

doors, interior trim, whole house.
A+ References ~ Insured 

Lic# 503716
Dan (925) 575-1892

HEIER CONSTRUCTION
Specializing In

Additions / Remodels / Plumbing
Electrical / ADA / Accessibility

925-989-3809
www.heierconstruction.com 
30 yrs Livermore resident

Lic#837402

Natalie’s Housecleaning
$15/hr - 3 hr. minimum

MOVE-OUTS
($20/hr - 3 hr. min)

* Pleasanton area only ! *
12 Yrs Exp ~ References

M-F Call btwn 9:30am-6:30pm 
925-371-6842

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE
Honest / Dependable / Thorough
Move In/Out, Weekly/Bi-Weekly 

~ Licensed ~ 
925-339-6411 or 640-3845

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE
NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information
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UCB Real Estate

Ed Antenucci
owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I’ll Listen!

Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience & 
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Get more hits
online 

with print

Furniture,

music, 

electronics,

pets, 

tickets, 

sporting
goods, 

household
items, 

autos, 

freebies 

and more!
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Sonja Monhart-Mason

Time To Spring Clean Your Mortgage?

Simplify your budget!

Complete your application on-line 
at www.sonjamonhartmason.com

Direct 925.398.1122 Fax 925.398.1123
E-mail SonjaM@procapmtg.com

Rates subject to change without prior notice. Equal opportunity lender.

With Sonja Monhart-Mason from Pro Capital Mortgage,
consolidating your debt into a single low 

30 year fixed interest rate loan can be as easy as 1-2-3
Wouldn’t you prefer to consolidate your Higher rate home 
equity line, Credit Cards, Car Loans & Other higher interest 

rate loans into one fixed rate loan?

 30 year fixed as low as 
6.625% APR  6.712% NO POINTS

Based on owner occupied single family home Loan amount to $417,000 Max Loan to value 
80.000%. Subject to credit approval. Call for other Loan Amounts and Programs Available

MJ ST. JEAN
M.B.A.

925.984.6466
mjstjean.com

ACCORD

Your Home, Your Life
Connecting the two for you

Representing Buyers and Sellers of Distinguished 
Homes with Integrity and Experience. . .

You Deserve the Best.

    Relationships, networking and marketing have been the keys to 
my success in finding or selling homes for my clients. I have earned 
an M.B.A. and specialized in the Real Estate Business. For 20 years 
I have been involved in the professional sports community and am 
an active member of my local church and schools. I believe the 
only way to improve our community is to engage ourselves in the 
activities around us. 

Danville
5114 Blackhawk Drive 
Stange Trust to S. & N. 
Grossman for $1,935,000

1184 Blue Spur Circle Shapell
Industries to Ccjgtong Trust for 
$1,247,000

106 Carole Meadows Court 
Edwards Trust to L. & N. Dicks 
for $1,379,000

15 Cross Bridge Court 
Kolonay Trust to J. & A. 
Gillespie for $1,025,000

627 Crystal Springs Court 
Roshal Trust to M. & K. Morgan 
for $1,185,000

2365 Holly Oak Drive R. & 
A. Peterson to E. Smith for 
$1,884,000

1552 Mission Drive F. Kuan to 
K. Ericson for $620,000

1807 Mockingbird Place 
Kouyoumdjian Trust to B. 
Beitsch-Highland for $710,000

1833 North Forest Hill Place 
T. Davis to C. Waters for 
$670,000

411 Skylark Court T. 
Vanderhorst to G. Odiye for 
$630,000

1647 St. Helena Drive R.
Farinha to A. & J. Pena for 
$960,000

35 Sugar Pine Lane J. & J. 
Ramos to R. Pascal-Buhaescu 
for $1,070,000

447 Woodbine Lane E. & T. 
Dopkins to M. & J. Vonderahe 
for $982,500

Alamo
2478 Alamo Country Circle 
Frei Trust to D. & K. Bergen for 
$2,040,000
910 Danville Boulevard S. & 
S. Stamates to J. Rodriguez for 
$1,070,000
93 Post Road R. Nichols to C. 
& J. White for $800,000
15 Royal Oaks Court R.
Gibson to T. Whitington for 
$1,675,000
1537 Serafix Road Marx
Trust to E. & D. Limones for 
$2,250,000
1010 Stone Valley Road 
L. Jaime to Marx Trust for 
$1,305,000

Walnut Creek
1315 Alma Avenue #141 
Alma Development to R. 
Costiniano for $365,000
1315 Alma Avenue Alma
Development to A. Sproul for 
$454,000
148 Arlene Drive J. & H. 
Taboada to A. Coronel for 
$965,000
1798 Candelero Court 
Gary Trust to Avery Trust for 
$529,000
725 Cree Court Chetcuti & 
Associates to E. Zemach for 
$1,180,000
399 El Divisadero Avenue 
Scott Trust to R. & L. Oest for 
$935,000
20 Gary Lee Lane K. Short to 
G. & M. Wesner for $700,000
1241 Homestead Avenue 
#204 J. Bennhoff to K. Brice 
for $322,000
1997 Honey Locust Court 
Mosnuic Trust to D. Hill for 
$924,000

Walnut Creek
310 North Civic Drive #507 
R. Ludlow to D. Rosdahl for 
$268,500
310 North Villa Way T. 
Hudson to F. Olvera for 
$440,000
2681 Oak Road #220 C.
Gilbert to Scandia Realty for 
$770,000
2550 Oak Road #315 
Bridgeport Commons to M. 
Canlas for $430,000
2560 Oak Road #320 
Bridgeport Commons to A. & 
H. Hodges for $532,000
2857 Ptarmigan Drive #7 M.
& C. Glantz to C. Stoney for 
$539,000
2637 San Benito Drive K. & 
M. Goodrich to M. & N. Reed 
for $780,000
1602 San Miguel Drive 
E. Tong to P. & J. Tong for 
$460,000
150 Sharene Lane #109 W. & 
C. Walking to J. & D. Biddle for 
$334,000
2141 Stewart Avenue F. 
Cristancho to T. & M. Mathis for 
$960,000
3874 Terra Granada Drive 
#3C Rosenblatt Trust to Peratis 
Trust for $665,000
4033 Terra Granada Drive 
#4B J. Bechtel to D. & M. Lin 
for $399,000
3173 Wayside Plaza #204 
P. Ranuio to L. Spivak for 
$339,000
3183 Wayside Plaza #205 
Beutel Trust to Attaran Trust for 
$437,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource

  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Alamo
Total sales reported: 6
Lowest sale reported: 
$800,000
Highest sale reported: 
$2,250,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,523,333

Danville
Total sales reported: 13
Lowest sale reported: 
$620,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,935,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,099,808

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 23
Lowest sale reported: 
$268,500
Highest sale reported: 
$1,180,000
Average sales reported: 
$596,848

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during March 2006

 O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E

LIST YOUR OPEN HOME FOR FREE!

FAX YOUR LISTING TO: 
(925) 600-9559

DEADLINE IS TUESDAY 10 A.M.

OR E-MAIL TO :
OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com
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• No income verification options
• 100% financing available**

CAROLYN DEGNAN

Office 925.314.1111 |    Direct 925.963.8938

carolyn@apr.com

Keeping  your real estate transaction on 

the right road starts with hiring the right 

agent. Call Carolyn … she always keeps 

your goals in view.

Danville
2 Bedrooms

604 Hartley Dr. $574,990
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 457-6960

3 Bedrooms
812 Luz Ct. $779,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 p.m. Pacific Union 314-4803
1061 River Rock Ln. $789,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 250-4599
208 Promenade $853,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 699-3527
42 Casablanca St. $859,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4072
16 Narcissus Ct. $910,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 p.m. Intero (408) 981-6012
248 Abigail Cir. $925,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA  314-2428

4 Bedrooms
263 Greenbrook Dr. $1,059,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Big Oak  743-8500 ext. 1
269 Jasmine Wy. $1,125,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5017
3862 Sheffield Cir. $1,130,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4176
591 Bridgewater Rd. $1,135,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4123
199 Mont Blanc Ct. $1,175,000
Sat/Sun Sa 12-3; Su 1-
4 Empire 351-5859
13 Meadowlark Ct. $1,249,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4022
1107 Trowbridge Wy. $1,329,000
Sun 2-4 p.m. Intero 200-1737
705 Mistral Ct. $1,425,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 997-1001
119 Gerald Dr. $1,499,000
Sat 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 362-2058
310 Amelia Ln. $1,585,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5048
6 Maplewood Ct. $1,699,000
Sun 2-5 p.m. Intero 855-4072
189 Montair Dr. $2,249,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5048
14 Woodranch Cir. $959,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 p.m. Empire 217-3112
605 Glasgow Cir. $960,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 519-6838

5 Bedrooms
45 Vicenza Ct. $1,249,999
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4046
1085 Yorkshire Pl. $1,329,000
Sat 1-5 p.m. Intero 286-7087
1085 Yorkshire Pl. $1,329,000
Sun 2-5 p.m. Intero 286-7087
1124 Blue Spur Cir. $1,485,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 716-1666
35 Barrons Pl. $1,574,500
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 683-7709
15 Discovery Ct. $1,625,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Re/Max Accord 510-366-6616
6 Maplewood Ct. $1,699,000
Sun 2-5 p.m. Intero 855-4072

6 Bedrooms
265 Montego Dr. $4,600,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 831-3329

Alamo
3 Bedrooms

2263 Granite Ct. $1,298,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 788-8699

4 Bedrooms
504 Oakshire Pl. $3,699,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 785-6219

5 Bedrooms
94 Park Meadow Ct. $1,395,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4155
31 Shandelin Ln. $2,795,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4159
1427 Vine Ln. $3,195,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 998-3098

Blackhawk
3 Bedrooms

887 Redwood Dr. $1,357,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 672-2499

4 Bedrooms
3894 Cottonwood Dr. $1,299,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 648-5359
3551 Deer Crest Dr. $1,569,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 612-8008

5 Bedrooms
4339 Quail Run Ln. $1,459,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m. Blackhawk R E 683-6058

Diablo
4 Bedrooms

21 Calle Del Casarillo $1,895,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 984-3060

Walnut Creek
2 Bedrooms

1919 Ygnacio Valley Rd., #36 $379,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 648-5354

3 Bedrooms
1877 Holland Dr. $525,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4115
72 Iron Horse Ln. $769,900
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 p.m. Intero 487-2629
1940 San Luis Rd. $824,800
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 457-4551
475 Le Jean Wy. $869,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4105

San Ramon
3 Bedrooms

3917 Crow Canyon Rd. $579,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4075
1312 Nancy Ln. $669,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4072
1111 Nancy Ln. $685,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 791-2621
313 Bellflower Dr. $719,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4072
9974 Foxboro Wy. $740,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Re/Max Accord 7735-SOL
3019 Sombrero Cir. $767,500
Sun 1:30-4 p.m. Blackhawk 736-4155
45 Canyon Green Ct. $770,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 216-7092
2481 Milford Dr. $788,888
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5069
4 Elmwood Dr. $789,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Hometown GMAC 417-8611
389 Catalan $799,900
Sun 1-4 p.m. Better Homes 791-4214
2053 Echo Pl. $875,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 648-5314
34 Ascot Ct. $899,990
Sun 1-4 p.m. Re/Max Accord 735-SOLD

4 Bedrooms
23 Gait Ct. $1,149,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA  314-2428
524 Tylerton Ct. $1,424,500
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 968-1452
773 Winterside Cir. $779,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 855-4110

To list your home in the Danville Weekly Open Home Guide, 
please email: OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com

O P E N H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D
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ALAMO
Spectacular Estate in Vintage Acres $6,750,000
Your own private villa that will take you away from the 
hustle of the city, yet close enough to enjoy city life.
Sharon Dare 925.855.4041
Pamela Schmidt 925.855.4018

ALAMO
Nearly All One Level $3,350,000
Backs to protected open space. Perfect area for in-
laws/au-pair. Completely renovated, amazing kitchen. 
Gorgeous rear yard with spa, pool, sport court, fire pit.
Dave Bauer 925.855.4040

BLACKHAWK
Phenomenal Pepperwood Estate $2,799,000
Private end of court, surrounded by open space. Large 
granite and stainless kitchen, downstairs master and 
office, pool, spa, outdoor kitchen and much more.
Bonnie King 925.855.4072

DANVILLE
Great Magee Ranch Location $1,550,000
Well-maintained Mendenhall with open kitchen/fam-
ily room overlooking gorgeous yard. 1bd/1ba on lower 
level with separate entry.  Backs to open space.
Dave Bauer 925.855.4040

DANVILLE
Best of Bettencourt Ranch $1,329,000
Spacious 5bd, 3ba, 3-car garage home with new car-
pet, hardwood and tile floors. Gourmet kitchen with 
island. Master suite with fireplace.
Betsy Tan 925.855.4109

DANVILLE
Just What You've Been Waiting For $1,249,999
In Hidden Valley! Full bed, bath and separate office 
on main level. Upgraded kitchen with solid surface 
counters. Upgraded cabinetry. Quiet court location.
Lisa and Greg Doyle 925.855.4046

DANVILLE
Fabulous Location $1,249,950
Beautiful pool with waterfall and separate spa on 
almost one-third acre. Private yard with huge side-
yard access. Newer roof, carpet and so much more.
Ju Dee, Ju Dee Ju Dee 925.855.4022

DANVILLE
Sycamore Single Level $1,135,000
4bd plus office on one-third+/-acre. Remodeled 
granite/stainless kitchen, hardwood, dual windows, 
vineyard.  Super floor plan. 
Loraine Ward 925.855.4123

DANVILLE
Beautiful Bettencourt Ranch $1,130,000
Gourmet granite kitchen, stone flooring, custom 
stone backsplash, stainless Thermador appliances, 
cherry cabinets, new tile in master shower and bath.
Bob Gibbs 925.855.4176


