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375 Hartz Ave.
(across from Starbucks)

Downtown Danville • 

837-DEAL

Any Sale Over $25.00
Expires 5/31/06

May not be used with other 
promotions

DW519

$5 00
OFF!

East Bay’s

Best

Upscale Discount Store!
Save 40% – 80% Everyday

Robinson Salter Lamps

SAVE 70%
OFF MSRP 

Choose from 
either satin, nickel 

or satin Gold as 
shown.

Sale Price $34.99 MSRP $199.00

Patio & Barbecue accessories 

including Citronella Candles, 

Torches, Drink Mixers, Salsas 

and much 

much 

more!

SAVE 40% - 60% 
OFF MSRP

On all J.I.J. Design 
Home Decorative 

Accessories.

Extra 10% off with coupon

Golf Bag Sports Cooler
Perfect for Father’s Day!

Sale $14.99 MSRP $39.00

Holds up to 12 cans 
with ice and also 
holds and organizes all 
your golf accessories. 
Attaches to golf bag 
and carts.

Confetti Bubble Bath Flakes
By Pre de Povence

Just come by and ask got your free sample! (While quantities last)

KEEP US
COMING!

We respect your privacy by not selling, loaning or giving our mailing list to anyone for any purpose.

Mail this form to: 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, Danville, CA 94526

Print Your Name:  ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

ZIP Code: __________________________________________________

Signature ________________________________ Date:______________

YES, I want to continue receiving the 
Danville Weekly in the mail absolutely FREE!

Fill out the online form at:   

www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Don’t be caught without your Danville Weekly. 
One simple click keeps your hometown 

newspaper coming in the mail every week. 

— OR —
Place this completed form in an 
envelope and mail to the Danville 
Weekly offi ce:

Danville Weekly
 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100
 Danville, CA 94526

— OR —
Call 837-8300 with your name, 
address and phone number. 

CALL
1-888-738-1376

Is your dog running off your 
property and into traffi c? 
Neighbor’s yards? Wilder-
ness areas? Or chasing other 
dogs, or even people? Then 
let Invisible Fence® Brand 
show you how your dog can 
stay safe behind a wall that 
no one can see - but that 
your dog is  guaranteed not 
to cross!

Is your
dog
getting
into
danger?
We can help.

SCHEDULE A FREE ON-SITE
EVALUATION TODAY!
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Tired of those Reading Glasses?

Get rid of them!

Lerner Eye Center

Concord Offi ce
2338 Almond Avenue

925-685-1130

San Ramon Offi ce
2333 San Ramon Vly. Blvd. #145

925-820-9600

Pittsburg Offi ce
2260 Gladstone Dr. #4

925-432-9300

For more information visit our website at www.lernereyecenter.com or
call today to Schedule a FREE Consultation to see if you are a Candidate for “CK.”

NearVision “CK” can end your frustration 
with reading glasses.

It’s a fast, safe treatment to help people like you improve their 
near vision. This exciting new procedure is performed with no 
lasers or cutting involved. Lerner Eye Center is proud to be the 

only eye center in the East Bay to offer “CK.”

Streetwise
A S K E D  AT  A L A M O  P L A Z A

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Alamo Hay and Grain is a throwback to the community’s old rural days—and its 
customers like it that way. Cover design by Jason Lind.

Vol. II, Number 3

It was 22 years ago when I had my first baby. 
He was born in July around the 4th, and I 
called him my little firecracker baby.

—Allie Harrison
office manager for financial planning office

The summer of 1984, when my parents took 
my three siblings and me to Europe. We spent 
six weeks there, visiting 13 countries. It was a 
wonderful trip.

—Mary Jane Urban
administrative assistant

My best summer was 1993 when my parents 
took our family along with my four uncles and 
their kids camping for two weeks to Scott’s 
Flat outside of Auburn.

—Brian Cousin
butcher at Lawrence’s Meat Market

My favorite summer memory was the year 
I was 12 and I spent the summer at my 
aunt and uncle’s cottage on the Fox River in 
Illinois. We spent the summer fishing, farm-
ing and riding a tractor.

—Ken Carter
CFO, Goodwill Industries

The summer I was 20 I was hired as a rec-
reation director on board the SS President 
Wilson, and we spent the summer cruising the 
Orient.

—Marilyn Bailey
computer specialist

What is your favorite 
summer memory?Q:

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Mailed at Standard Postage Rate. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to 
homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 
for two years) are welcome from local residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other 
communities is $50 per year. © 2006 by Embarcadero Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

463 Kilkare Road, Sunol  •  925 862 2377  •  www.elliston.com 

Elliston Vineyards
welcomes back

Comedy Night
Friday June 2nd, 2006

6:30pm-10:00pm
$65.00 per person plus gratuity and tax

$57.00++ for Club 200 members!

Buffet dinner from 6:30-7:30pm
Show 7:45pm  

Headliner Jen Kober
Comedian Jimmy Turner and MC Scot Sheilds
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Roseanne to visit Danville
 The Danville International Film Festival takes place this 
weekend, May 19-21. The annual festival will present more 
than 75 films made for and by children. It has brought more 
than 4,500 people to view independent films during the last 
two years as well as attend special events, autograph ses-
sions, seminars for filmmakers and actors, and an awards 
ceremony. Patrons can see films in three Danville venues: 
the Danville Community Center, the Village Theatre and 
Town Meeting Hall.
 Roseanne Barr—best known for her performance as a 
hard-working mother on the Emmy Award-winning television 
series Roseanne—will be presented with the 2006 Danville 
International Children’s Film Festival Humanitarian Award for 
her work on television, at 8 p.m. tonight in the Village Theatre.

Honoring our loved ones
 Those looking to pay tribute to a loved one who has 
served in the military, can honor them by purchasing a paver 
at the All Wars Memorial in Oak Hill Park, 3005 Stone Valley 
Road. 
 The pavers line the path along the Freedom Wall at the 
memorial. They are 8-inch square granite blocks that are 
engraved to honor individuals, units or organizations that 
have fought in the military. Any individual who served honor-
ably qualifies for a paver. 
 The pavers cost $250 each. For more information, visit the 
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley’s Web site at www.vnvdv.
com/awm.htm or e-mail bpicton@sbcglobal.net. Act quickly 
to purchase a paver to be laid in time for the Memorial Day 
Celebration being held 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Monday, May 29, 
hosted by the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley.

Grants keeps computers up-to-date
 The Contra Costa County Library has received a $43,500 
grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to upgrade 
computers previously granted by the foundation. This new 
grant will allow the library to sustain free access to comput-
ers and the Internet.
 “Computer and Internet access has become one of the 
key services that our patrons demand most,” said Cathy 
Sanford, Deputy County Librarian of Support Services. “It is 
critical that we have the resources necessary to sustain this 
service so that our libraries can help Contra Costa County 
citizens access the information they need to live engaged, 
successful lives.”
 The grant is part of the foundation’s U.S. Library Program, 
which supports public libraries across the United States in 
their efforts to offer free access to computers, the Internet 
and digital information. In fiscal year 1999-2000, the foun-
dation donated funding for 29 public access computers in 
Contra Costa County.

Host homes needed
 Edu-Culture International, a nonprofit educational orga-
nizational based in Pleasanton, is bringing high school stu-
dents from Germany to Danville for three weeks this summer 
and needs families to host students Aug. 9-30.
 The families need to provide a bed, in either a shared 
or private room, meals and transportation to and from the 
planned weekday events. For more information, call Dawn 
Garlieb at 552-8017 or visit www.educulture.org.

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ We laugh a lot 
thinking about ideas, we 
think about silly things, 

we have fun with it.
—Alexis Eils, a junior at San Ramon Valley High, 

who wrote a manual with her brother Kellan about parents 
guiding and bonding with their children during the 

writing process. See story, page 8.

N E W S F R O N T

”
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  Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E  •  B L A C K H A W K  •  D I A B L O  •  A L A M O

Twilight ceremony will 
honor Andrew H. Young

by Natalie O’Neill

A chain-link fence surround-
ing Andrew H. Young Park 
will be removed and con-

struction will be nearly complete 
for the park dedication May 22, 
Public Works representatives and 
construction workers said this 

week.
 “We’ve got a lot to do. They’ve 
got us on a tight schedule,” said 
Raul Rico, who is heading the proj-
ect for KOO Construction.
 The ceremony will honor the 
late Andrew H. Young, an Alamo 
spokesperson and lobbyist, with 
five speeches, songs from a local 
choir and the presentation of a 
plaque. It will begin at 6 p.m. on 
the corner of Danville Boulevard  
and Jackson Way and is expected 

to be done before dark.
 Attendees are encouraged to park 
at Oak Tree Plaza, the neighboring 
shopping center, said Gina Ferretti, 
South County Field Representative 
for District 3.
 “We cleared it with the owner 
Brent Tucker and he said attendees 
are more than welcome to park 
there,” Ferretti said.
 Surrounding businesses have 
been very supportive, said Alicia 
Watson, R-7A parks and recreation 

committee member.
 “I expect people will (also) park 
in the lot at the Alamo Safeway,” 
Watson said.
 “There are always the side streets 
and it’s at 6 p.m., so things should 
be wrapping up as far as busi-
ness,” said Lisa Carnahan of Public 
Works.
 Ferretti is also working closely 
with local deputies and volunteers 
to help coordinate parking and 
driving safety, she said.

 One hundred and fifty invitations 
were sent out to Young’s friends 
and to committee members in the 
area. It is also open to the public. 
Refreshment tables, along with 50 
chairs for seniors, will be set up.
 “We want to do this particularly 
for the people who knew Andrew 
H. Young,” said R-7A member 
Marianne Sasso.
 While the turnout is expected to 

Alamo park almost ready for dedication

Darkness means danger 
when truck stalls on freeway

by Jordan M. Doronila

ADanville man died last week 
after he crashed into a sit-
ting flatbed truck on I-680 

in Alamo.
 Danville resident James Aldridge, 
66, drove his Mercury Mountaineer 
into a 1989 Ford F700 that was 
stationary in a southbound lane 
shortly before 10 p.m. Wednesday. 
Aldridge—still alive after the col-
lision—suffered major intrusion 
damage toward his chest and died 
shortly after he was taken to John 
Muir Medical Center in Walnut 
Creek, according to reports.
 California High Patrol Officer 
Scott Yox said the dark affected 
Aldridge’s ability to see the stopped 
truck.
 “When it’s dark like that, it’s 
difficult to see that type of object,” 
said Yox. “It could be an animal.”
 Yox said mechanical failures had 
caused Fremont resident Matthew 

Ajiake to stop his Ford truck on 
680 in the second lane from the 
right in a section just north of 
Livorna Road that has five lanes. 
He said Ajiake had turned on his 
hazard flashers.
 “It was partially lit up,” said Yox. 
 Aldridge was driving south-
bound at an estimated 65 mph and 
collided with the truck’s rear end. 
A witness driving directly behind 
Aldridge said he did not see any 
brake lights, according to reports.
 Yox said the truck suffered 
moderate to major damage but 
Aldridge’s Mercury suffered major 
damage to its front end. Aldridge 
was wearing his seatbelt at the time 
of the accident, he added.
 Driving 65 mph in clear daylight 
is safe for drivers, Yox said, but 
at night, drivers should take more 
caution.
 “You ought to reduce your 
speed—though not everyone 
does—at night to scan further down 
the roadway,” he said. “You con-
stantly need to focus around you. 
Allow yourself an out.” ■

Collision kills 
Danville man

by Jordan M. Doronila

L iquidation has begun.
 Home Depot—one of 
the nation’s largest home 

improvement companies—is get-
ting ready to change Yardbirds 
Home Center in Alamo to its brand 
name although details of its new 
format have not yet been decided. 
For now Yardbirds is selling every-
thing and no longer refilling its 
shelves.
 “It’s going to be remodeled and 
will have the new store format,” 
said Kathryn Gallagher, Home 
Depot spokeswoman. “It’s going to 
be one of our brands.”
 In December, Home Depot pur-
chased Yardbirds, a San Francisco 
Bay Area chain comprised of 10 
home improvement stores and 
a distribution center. Now, after 
months of planning, Yardbirds in 

Alamo, Concord, Petaluma, San 
Pablo and San Rafael will become 
Home Depot stores.
 Gallagher said the stores began 
liquidating products this month and 
should be empty by July.
 “Hopefully, we are getting close,” 

she said.
 She added that Yardbirds 
employees could request transfers 
to Home Depot stores through-
out Northern California, including 

San Ramon, Pleasanton, Concord, 
Fremont, Vallejo, Fairfield, San 
Leandro, Tracy, Pittsburg, Hercules, 
San Jose, Sunnyvale, Campbell, 
Gilroy, Morgan Hill, Woodland and 
Chico.
 Gallagher said Home Depot does 
not know what type of format the 
former Yardbirds stores will be.
 “It’s very exciting,” she said, not-
ing that Home Depot would tailor 
its stores to the needs of the com-
munity.
 The store manager of the Alamo 
Yardbirds would not comment 
about the change and referred all 
inquiries to the Home Depot public 
relations department.
 Yardbirds was founded in 1975 
by John Healey and generated about 
$185 million in annual sales last 
year. His family opened two stores 

Everything must go!
Yardbirds liquidating inventory in the Alamo store

Market day fun
Two-year-old Giordan 

Gitchell concentrates hard 
as she places her fruit 
in a bag at the Danville 
Thursday Farmers Market 
kickoff last week. The mar-
ket also offers vegetables, 
flowers, Mideastern food, 
freshly baked bread, 
strawberries and other 
treats. The Thursday eve-
ning market will be open 
through September in 
the parking lot behind at 
the Museum of the San 
Ramon Valley on Railroad 
Avenue and Prospect.

➤ Continued on page 6

“It’s going to be 
remodeled and will 
have the new store 
format.”

—Kathryn Gallagher, 
Home Depot spokeswoman
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Yardbirds is liquidating, and there are signs on every street corner in Alamo on the 
weekends to let people know.
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➤ Continued on page 9
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Newsexy
hair style?

Looking for a 

Elena at Studio LCJ excels 
in creating the style you’re looking for!  

Professional Color - $65 (reg. $75)

Custom Cut - $25 (reg. $30)

Elena Tarasuk, Hair Stylist

New 
Clients 
Only

Call Now for Appointment

925.997.1819 or 925.837.7884 ext.18
3168 Danville Blvd., Alamo

Monte Vista presents 
‘Alice in Wonderland’

by Natalie O’Neill

 To children, the story of “Alice in 
Wonderland” is an adventure into 
a world of fantasy and magic. To 
scholars, it is a coming-of-age tale 
of altered perceptions, thick with 
symbolism. And to 28 students 
performing the story at Monte 
Vista High School, it is a chance 
to dazzle audiences with action, 
absurdity and aesthetics.
 “The play is the traditional 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ we all know 
and love,” said Vicki Stadelhofer, 
Monte Vista drama teacher and 
director of the production.
 A vibrant set design of flowers, 
dramatic surreal lighting, and a cast 
of talented students are the high-
lights of the show, Stadelhofer said. 
The performance will be featured 
on the evenings of May 24, 25, 
and 26 at the Al Gentile Theater on 
campus.
 The cast is made up of the entire 
advanced drama class, which has 
been rehearsing together since 
March. In 1993, drama club presi-
dent Amy Preston wrote the script, 
but actors edited and added to it 
this year.
 “We had the chance to re-write 
some of it because some of the 
comedy was a little bit dated,” 
said Caila Litman, who is playing 
Tweedledee.
 Humor in the play has a modern 

spin, but the plot and theme still 
align with the novel, Stadelhofer 
said. When Preston wrote it, dia-
logue was taken directly from the 
Lewis Carroll novel.
 “It’s still true to the novel,” 
Stadelhofer said.
 Themes of personal growth and 

self-esteem are addressed through 
Alice’s character, she said.
 “Throughout the play everybody 
bosses Alice around ... she finds 
herself when she stands up to the 
Queen,” she said.
 Monte Vista productions are dif-
ferent from those at other local 
high schools because the actors 
have worked on comedy all year, 
Litman said. The class also put 
on “Bye Bye Birdie” and “Mash” 
this year and has performed sev-

eral Saturday Night Live sketches. 
Participating in productions like 
these helps students find a niche, 
she said.
 “You come together as sort of a 
family,” Litman said.
 Stadelhofer said she held audi-
tions for parts that were most 
sought after by students. She said 
she chose Sarah Beresh for the part 
of Alice because, as an actress, 
Beresh is genuine and sweet.
 “She’s gentle, intelligent, natural 
and not affected at all,” she said.
 Aside from the acting, lighting 
will play a major role in the mood 
of the play. The drama depart-
ment invested in two new lighting 
sources for this play, a strobe and a 
black light. Cameron Tetzloff, who 
will head the lighting, creates a 
dreamlike feeling that aids in visual 
tricks like making Alice grow and 
the Cheshire Cat disappear.
 “We have three Cheshire Cats 
... the cats will pop up from every-
where,” Stadelhofer said.
 The stage was painted by the 
stage craft class and required gal-
lons of paint, plywood and card-
board. Costumes where sewn by 
volunteers Sue Beresh, Kate Moore 
and Svetlana Pedan. 
 Funding for the lighting, set and 
costumes comes from ticket sales, 
cookie sales and donations from 
parents. Parents can donate $100 
and receive season theater passes to 
support the program.
 While the budget was a chal-
lenge, Stadelhofer said the hard-
est part of the production has 

been rehearsal.
 “In class we divide up into 
groups, but Alice has to be in every 
scene,” Stadelhofer said.
 As her students get older, it is 
harder to get them to after-school 
rehearsals because they have jobs 
and other commitments. She said 
having class time to rehearse helps 
the group be more relaxed as open-
ing night approaches.

 Students said part of why they 
enjoy the class is that it allows them 
time to do other things besides their 
drama activities.
 “Everybody does something else, 
too, which makes it even more fun 
to collaborate,” Litman said.
 Tickets are $5 for students and 
$8 for adults. The performances 
will begin at 7 p.m, May 24, 25 
and 26. ■

Action and absurdity take centerstage

in Santa Rosa and Vallejo in 1975. 
Since 1988, it has opened stores 
in Santa Rosa and Martinez. The 
Santa Rosa store is nearly 155,000 
square feet with an outdoor garden 

center and indoor drive-through 
lumberyard.
 The trademark colors for 
Yardbirds are yellow and white, 
and its mascot is a white stork with 
yellow overalls.
 Home Depot has purchased the 
entire Yardbirds chain, and the 
stores are closing. Most will reopen 

as Home Depot, Home Depot Pro, 
or Expo Design Centers.
 Bernie Marcs and Arthur 
Blank founded the Home Depot 
in Atlanta in 1979. The original 
stores stocked around 25,000 prod-
ucts and were attached to Treasure 
Island stores. Home Depot grew 
to encompass stores in Georgia, 
Florida, Louisiana, Texas and 
Alabama within the first five years. 
The company has expanded to 
include EXPO Design Center and 
the Home Depot Supply. There are 
more than 2,005 stores through-
out the United States, Canada and 
Mexico.
 Today, on average, a Home 
Depot offers 40,000 products and 
is approximately 106,000 square 
feet. ■

Yardbirds
➤ Continued from page 5

Angelica Richie as the Queen of Hearts, Sarah Beresh as Alice, and Anusha Mohan as 
White Rabbit do their first on-stage run-through of a scene. 
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Sarah Beresh, who is playing Alice, and 
Ryan Patterson, who is playing the Mad 
Hatter, rehearse the tea party scene at 
the beginning of the first act of “Alice in 
Wonderland,” being presented next week 
at Monte Vista High.
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Garage Sale
Gather • Appraise • Label • Advertise

fogster.com

Sailing,
sailing

Colleen and 
Pitt Turner of 
Danville leave 
their cruise ship 
to enjoy the 
beach in Costa 
Rica last winter. 
They say it was 
great to thaw out 
and go barefoot.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G



Republicans show policy 
differences on eve of primary

by Jeb Bing

 The key opponents in the June 6 
Republican Party primary for the 
11th Congressional District nomi-
nation—U.S. Rep. Richard Pombo 
and former Congressman Pete 
McCloskey—sparred for 90 min-
utes Monday on issues ranging from 
ethical principles to jobs, immigra-
tion, energy and qualifications to 
serve the growing district that now 
includes much of the Interstates 5, 
580 and 680 corridors.
 A third candidate, Tom Benigno, 
a retired businessman who, like 
Pombo, grew up in Tracy, also partic-
ipated in the political forum. Seated 
between the two main candidates, 
Benigno sometimes cut short his 
answers to questions from the audi-
ence and a six-member panel. Often, 
his responses had little to do with the 
specific questions being asked.
 More than 400 attended the 
forum, held in the packed Williams 
Middle School gymnasium just 
east of downtown Tracy. It was 
clearly Pombo turf with large yard 
signs lining the streets leading to 
the school and with a groundswell 
of cheers when the seven-term con-
gressman arrived at the school. 
Even so, a third of the audience 
sported McCloskey campaign but-
tons and cheered or jeered just as 
loudly during the forum.
 At Pombo’s request, the forum 
was not a debate. The same ques-
tions were asked of each candidate, 
with none of the three responding 
to questions or charges made by an 
opponent.
 Both Pombo and McCloskey 
took time in their opening remarks 
to stress their backgrounds. Pombo 
talked about his successful cam-
paign to win election to the Tracy 
City Council “to make a difference 
in the community where I grew up,” 
and then to win the 11th District 
Congressional race in 1992, where 
he has continued to be re-elected 
by substantial margins ever since.
 “When we talk about issues 
affecting the 11th District, I’ve 
spent my entire life learning about 
them and the last 14 years dealing 
with them,” Pombo told the cheer-
ing and largely Tracy crowd. “My 
opponent has been learning about 
this district for only the last three 
months since he decided to run 
against me.”
 McCloskey countered that 
although he served in Congress for 
more than a decade from a district 
on the Peninsula, he’s the fourth 
generation of a California family, 
his father was born in Merced, and 
after 53 years as an attorney, he’s 
gone back to farming in the Central 
Valley and has taken up residency 
in the 11th Congressional District 
specifically to unseat Pombo.
 “In 1994, I was particularly 
proud of the Republicans because 
of their very public ‘Contract with 
America,’” McCloskey said. “The 
Republican Party, my party, prom-
ised good ethics, a balanced bud-
get, limiting the size of government 
and that each congressman would 
serve no more than six terms.”

 Frustrated at being unable to find 
a viable opponent to Pombo in the 
Republican primary, or even in the 
Democratic Party, McCloskey, a 
veteran of three wars, said he has 
returned to politics to make sure 
Pombo is not re-elected.
 “The ethics in the Republican Party 
today are terrible,” McCloskey said. 
“Three members of Congress have 
already pleaded guilty to charges of 
illegal campaign funding and contri-
butions, and all three gave money to 
Mr. Pombo. He even gave $10,000 
to Tom DeLay for his defense fund 
after DeLay resigned from Congress 
in disgrace. What does that tell you 
about Mr. Pombo’s ethics?”
 Answering a question about alleged 
corruption in Congress, Pombo said 
the Internet, a strong media and pub-
lic hearings have made the current 
Congress “quite transparent.”
 “There’s much more exposure 
today and full disclosure of all the 
money that we spend and receive,” 
Pombo said. “The vast majority of 
us who serve in Congress are hon-
est, hard-working people.”

 On other issues, the two fre-
quently disagreed:

Immigration

  McCloskey said the country 
has to secure its borders, whether 
through the use of the National 
Guard or an increase in the immi-
gration service. He opposed action 
that he said Pombo supports to turn 
illegal immigrants into felons and 
send them back across the border, 
suggesting that those here illegally 
be given three months to apply for 
a special orange card that would 
show employers that they are regis-
tered and want to stay in the U.S.
 “Also, I want to make sure that 
the National Guard troops the pres-
ident wants to send to the border 
aren’t those just back from serv-
ing in Iraq who have already lost 
much of their livelihood from being 
away from their jobs for so long,” 
McCloskey said.
 Pombo favors a guest worker 
program that would register illegal 
immigrants and allow them to con-
tinue in the essential services they 

are performing in the fields in the 
Central Valley and in local restau-
rants and hotels.
 “But I am opposed to an amnesty 
program,” Pombo said.

Energy

 Pombo said that those who 
served in Congress 25 or 30 years 
ago, as McCloskey did, missed 
an opportunity to free the U.S. 
of its dependence on foreign oil 
when that source represented just 
a third of the domestic energy sup-
ply. Now it’s two-thirds, and while 
supporting programs to find alter-
native energy sources, Pombo also 
wants to increase domestic drill-
ing since the country will continue 
being dependent on fossil fuels for 
a number of years to come.
 McCloskey wants more federal 
funds to be spent on developing 
alternative energy sources.
 “We should have insisted 10 
years ago that American car manu-
facturers make cars fuel efficient as 
the Japanese have done,” he said. 
“We shouldn’t allow oil drilling 

off the coast of California as Mr. 
Pombo prefers. That’s a limited 
supply at best and won’t solve our 
energy problems.”

Iraq

 “Probably the worst thing that has 
happened to this country is Bush’s 
foreign policy,” McCloskey said. 
“We have antagonized the world 
with our aggressiveness. It’s a trag-
edy for this country and I think this 
administration will go down as the 
worst in history. All of the money 
for education, health and environ-
mental protection is being plowed 
into a military establishment across 
the globe. It’s unfortunate.”
 Pombo said that while no one 
wants to be in a war, the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan were in response 
to Sept. 11, 2001, and the terror-
ists’ attacks. “All but one of the 
435 members of Congress gave the 
president the authority to wage those 
wars,” he said. “To believe that there 
was a conspiracy or anything else 
that led us into these wars is spread-
ing a very dangerous idea.” ■
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summer fun

2006

It’s All About The Kids

www.athenian-summer.org  925-837-5375

Camps & Classes
For All Ages

2, 4, & 6 week Summer Enrichment Classes & More!

June 19-August 11, 2006

Experience                         
                 at

The Athenian School on our beautiful

75 acre campus at the base of Mt. Diablo.

Write Now
Summer Writing Camp

www.headsup.org

Expository & Creative Writing Programs
Palo Alto:
Emerson School
June 26-June 30
July 10-July 14

Pleasanton:
Hacienda School
July 17-July 21
August 14-August 18

(925) 485-5750   •  writing@headsup.org

Pombo, McCloskey jab each other at political forum



Danville siblings 
encourage parents to write 

with their kids

by Kevin Zhou

  Alexis and Kellan Eils, a sister 
and brother living in Danville, are 
looking to share their love for writ-
ing with others in the community.
 The two will be holding a read-
ing at the Danville Library on 
May 25 of children’s books and a 
manual they have written—entitled 

“The WriteKids”—that encourages 
parents to guide and bond with 
their children during the writing 
process.
 Alexis and Kellan will begin 
by reading from books they have 
written. They will then discuss 
how they put their story ideas onto 
paper, and what parents can do 
to help. Several copies of their 
manual will be available to check 
out. The event will begin at 6 p.m., 
and includes a 30-minute question-
and-answer session.
 “I think it will be helpful,” said 

Amy Collins, the children’s librar-
ian at the Danville Library. “It will 
encourage kids and parents alike.” 
 Alexis and Kellan have been 
writing books since they were 
young children. Growing up in an 
environment that encouraged them 
to read, it was only natural that 
they began to write books them-
selves. 
 “It’s always been a part of our 
lives,” said Alexis, a junior at 
San Ramon Valley High School. 
“Books were always there, so I 
grew up loving them.” 

 When she was only 7, Alexis 
wrote a story called “Cars Live 
on Mars.” Over the years, she has 
conducted several readings of this 
book, including one at the Danville 
Library three years ago. Kellan, now 
a seventh-grader at Charlotte Wood 
Middle School, wrote a 16-page 
children’s book last year entitled 
“Xstatikins.” 
 Although none of their work has 
been published so far, this hasn’t 
discouraged them from continuing 
to write.
 “That was never our goal, it 
was more about having fun,” said 
Alexis. “It’d be great if that hap-
pened, but it was never our primary 
motivation.”
 One of the main reasons Alexis 
and Kellan were able to write so 
much was because of the encour-
agement they received from their 
parents. Once one of them came 
up with a story idea, their mother 
or father would ask them ques-
tions to fuel their creativity.
 As they refined their writing 
skills and expanded their imagina-
tion, they also had a chance to bond 

with their parents.
 “We were excited by their ideas,” 
said Karen Eils, their mother. “We 
wanted to encourage them; we felt 
like it would be a great opportunity.” 
 “It’s always fun; we laugh a 
lot thinking about ideas, we think 
about silly things, we have fun 
with it,” added Alexis. “It’s always 
relaxed because we don’t have 
deadlines.”
 About two years ago, the sister 
and brother decided they wanted 
to share their experiences with oth-
ers. They began to work on “The 
WriteKids,” a 10-section manual 
on how kids can form a storyline 
once they come up with an idea, 
and how beneficial it can be to 
work with their parents. 
 They were motivated to write the 
manual because of the fun they had 
from their own experiences, and 
to tell about how the process had 
brought their entire family closer 
together.
 “We wanted to share our experi-
ence because it’s a good way to 
bring parents and kids to a bonding 
relationship,” said Kellan. ■
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LUNCH .  DINNER

Please join us for our 
3 course Chef’s Pre Fix menu 
for $25 plus tax and gratuity 

Tuesday-Thursday nights.925.314.0974
2416 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

Chosen Best 

Place for Dessert 

by Diablo Magazine

Patio Dining 
Now Open

May 12-31, 2006
Furniture up to 30% Off

Floor Samples up to 60% Off

Offer valid NOW through 05/31/06

Bring in this 
ad to receive

ALL HOME AND
GARDEN ACCESSORIES

Now offering interior design services.

You’ll love our 
award-winning 
store!

7 Years
Running

Best Home 
Accents Store
Western U.S.

Fostering creativity, 
one parent at a time

Alexis and Kellan Eils work on their latest project. They will present a workshop at 6 
p.m. Thursday at the Danville Library on how parents can guide their children through 
the writing process.

UNSURPASSED QUALITY AT

REASONABLE PRICES

FENCES

DECKS

RETAINING

WALLS

ARBORS

TRELLISES

ORNAMENTAL

IRON

CHAIN LINK

VINYL FENCING

REPAIRS

Borg Redwood Fences

Free Estimates
925.426.9620

NOW OPEN
Visit Our Beautiful NEW Showroom

575 Boulder Court, Pleasanton

Ca Lic #771763
www.BorgFence.com

Fully Insured
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W hen I arrived home 
Tuesday night last week, 
I paused in the street and 

looked at my house. There it was, 
home sweet home, with all my 
belongings in their special places. 
What if I suddenly lost it all in a 
natural disaster?
 I was returning from a special 
dinner, held in the big gym at 
St. Isidore Catholic Church, to 
celebrate Operation Katrina. This 
undertaking to build homes in 
Mississippi for victims of the hur-
ricane began with the Community 
Presbyterian Church (CPC) and 
grew to 18 local places of wor-
ship that joined together to form 
the Umbrella of Churches. They 
have identified another 26 that have 
shown interest in being part of the 
next phase.
 The link between Danville and 
Mississippi was a young woman 
named Megan Voos, a 1987 gradu-
ate of Monte Vista High. She had 
worked for the youth program at 
Community Presbyterian for 10 
years when her best friend moved 
to Jackson, Miss., and suggested 
Megan go, too, for “an adventure.” 

Megan said the culture shock was 
extreme as she found herself in 
the 20 percent white minority in 
Jackson; now her neighborhood 
is 98 percent African-American. 
She joined the Voice of Calvary 
Ministries, which for 30 years has 
helped find and finance homes for 
people in need. Before Hurricane 
Katrina, it assisted 600 families per 
year. After Katrina, its goal jumped 
to 900, and Megan put out the SOS 
to her friends at CPC.

 When the CPC folks started to 
meet in October, they talked about 
building one house to help out. 
They traveled to Mississippi, met 
with leaders of the black churches, 

and saw the scope of the devasta-
tion; then when they returned to 
Danville, they saw how interest was 
growing and realized they might be 
able to build more than one house. 
The project grew and grew until 
now, as a result of their efforts, 14 
families in McComb will soon be 
living in new three-bedroom, two-
bath homes.
 The celebration at St. Isadore’s 
last week began with a pasta buffet 
for 600, in itself a huge under-
taking. These people seem to do 
everything big and do it well. A 
very nice family from Community 
Presbyterian invited me to sit at 
their table, Beverly and Rodney 
Barnes, who said their 15-year-
old daughter Nicole and her friend 
Lizzy Strong were among the teens 
who spent their spring break help-
ing out in McComb. The event was 
dubbed “Operation Katrina—A 
Celebration of God’s Work.” A 
video on the project and testimo-
nials by visitors from Mississippi 
and project director Fred Hull, a 
retired developer who is a member 
at CPC, all gave complete credit to 
God. Nonetheless those at the din-

ner gave Hull a standing ovation for 
letting God work through him.
 The video told the whole story, 
showing folks in Danville church 
parking lots hammering nails to 
assemble the frames. These “hous-
es in a box” were transported by 
trucks and trains to McComb, then 
300 members of the Umbrella of 
Churches arrived in April in two 
weeklong shifts to help assemble 
them on the newly laid founda-
tions. It was touching to see the 
folks in Mississippi discover mes-
sages of love and scripture written 
on beams by their new California 
friends. While some put up the 
walls and roofing and installed 
electrical panels, others worked to 
feed everyone. The kitchen became 
an assembly line—GM would have 
been proud, one speaker noted. 
Lexie Elmore, a supervisor in Pike 
County, Miss., said it was over-
whelming to have people come all 
the way from California to help 
out and she especially was thank-
ful for the young people. Another 
speaker recalled some residents in 
McComb suggesting these out-of-
state volunteers were “nuts.” He 

recalled, “By the end of the day 
it went from ‘It can’t be done,’ to 
“Look what they’re doing.’”
 U.S. Government agencies are 
showing interest in the projects under 
way by the faith-based communi-
ties in McComb, which should help 
with future funding. NeighborWorks 
America provided $250,000 seed 
money to buy and clear the four-
acre tract in McComb; the Umbrella 
of Churches has raised $500,000. 
Voice of Calvary Ministries has 
already processed eight applications 
out of 180 received; the houses 
cost $65,000-$75,000, using a “pay 
it forward” concept so proceeds 
go toward new home construction. 
The dinner was also to encourage 
renewed commitment as they launch 
Phase II of Operation Katrina and 
indeed it did. There were expres-
sions of interest from six churches 
to raise another $40,000 each.
 During a storm, everyone hud-
dles together under an umbrella for 
protection. After an evening under 
the umbrella, I came away with a 
new appreciation—for my home 
and for the work of these wonderful 
people. ■

Under the umbrella

The celebration last 
week began with a 
pasta buffet for 600, 
in itself a huge under-
taking. These people 
seem to do everything 
big and do it well.

construction

Custom Construction Loans
Flexible financing based on expected appraised values!

•  LTVs include the expected value after construction
•  One-step process, streamlined cash flow
•  Remodels, rehabs, new construction and lot loans
•  Work with our experts, depend on our 
    experience - reaching back to 1889!

Rates and programs subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts loan applications in: Wash-
ington Mutual Bank - many states: Washington Mutual bank, doing business as Washington Mutual Bank, FA - Many states; and Washington Mutual fsb - ID, MT, UT.

“Meet” Jim Black
Phone: 925-287-7321
Mobile: 415-793-3756
james.black@wamu.net

Monthly Local Seminars, call to learn more

fill the small park, R-7A members 
said they have no way of telling 
how many people will attend.
 “I don’t think it will have the 
same turnout as the tree lighting, 
but it would be great if it did,” 
Supervisor Mary N. Piepho said.
 Watson said it’s hard to predict a 
turnout because Young touched the 
lives of so many people. He was 
known for taking part in local civic 
groups and for being outspoken 
about issues concerning the preser-
vation of Alamo’s rural nature.
 “He’s so special to so many 
people,” Watson said.
 Carnahan guessed a couple hun-

dred people would attend.
 Longtime companion of Young, 
Jeannine Kikkert, said aside from 
his civic involvement he was known 
in the community for his frank way 
of speaking and for his kindness.
 “He was such an honest person,” 
she said.
 In 1977, Young was named San 
Ramon Valley Citizen of the Year 
and his efforts to serve the public 
were recognized. He was a mem-
ber of the Steering Committee 
for San Ramon Valley Regional 
Medical Center and the Tao House 
study committee in Danville. He 
was also an executive director for 
Contra Costa County Historical 
Society, president of the Alamo 
Park Foundation and chairman of 
the Boulevard of Trees project.

 Originally the ceremony was 
scheduled for April 26 but it was 
pushed back because of the long 
rainy season, R-7A members said. 
Former Chief of Staff Ryan Klobas 
said District 3 chose to extend the 
date after Kikkert asked them to 
make it closer to the anniversary 
of Young’s death. Klobas said the 
extension had nothing to do with 
the refurbishing being incomplete.
 Kikkert said she had agreed 
extending the date would be better 
so that weather would be nicer and 
construction would be finished.
 “We’re very excited about mov-
ing this forward,” Piepho said. ■

Young Park
➤ Continued from page 5
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cement in preparation for the dedication 
ceremony at Andrew H.Young Park at 6 
p.m. May 22.
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 Now that the nice weather is here, bicyclists are 
out in force; some bicycle routes that pass through 
Alamo and Danville are considered Bay Area classics. 
But sharing the roads with lone bicyclists or those in 
groups can be nerve-wracking for drivers, not to men-
tion dangerous for the bike rider.
 A bicyclist was struck by a car Wednesday last week 
in Alamo as he pedaled north on Danville Boulevard 
just four blocks south of Livorna Road. A woman 
going south turned left into Finley Lane as he was 
approaching it and he crashed into her passenger side. 
He was not in the wrong but bicycle vs. motor vehicle 
is an uneven contest. Luckily his injuries were minor.
 Many recreational bicyclists fly up and down 
Danville Boulevard as though they were invincible. On 
weekends, they often ride two or three abreast, which 
makes it impossible to stay in their specified bike lane. 
Bicyclists should heed 
these tips for being 
safe in traffic, present-
ed on Real Bicycles 
Web site:
• Always leave your-
self an exit route;
• Don’t be confronta-
tional with drivers who 
“lose it”;
• Signal early, espe-
cially when moving 
into a left-turn lane;
• Be careful not to stop 
on an oil slick;
• Be alert for drivers opening their doors into the traf-
fic;
• Try to establish eye contact before moving in front 
of cars;
• Beware of drivers’ blind spots; and
• Expect the worst and ride accordingly.
 The tip about drivers who “lose it” is especially 
interesting. There does seem to be antagonism between 
people using the roads to run their errands and bicy-
clists out for recreation. The Iron Horse Trail exists for 
such riders but of course it is much slower, not nearly 
as smooth, and must be shared with walkers, joggers 
and skaters.
 Bicyclists sharing the streets with cars need to 
beware: Might may not make right, but the laws of 
physics prove in a physical crash that might has a far 
better chance of survival.

Code of ethics The Danville Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level 
of ethical standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 
21, 1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the 
Code, please visit our web site at www.DanvilleWeekly.com

E D I T O R I A L  •  T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  W E E K LY

Vegetarian eating is easy

Dear Editor:
 As a vegan of over 15 years, 
I’d like to respond to a couple of 
the points raised by Jacqui Love 
Marshall in her Epicure column of 
April 28.
 First, the need for special con-
cern regarding insufficient protein 
in a vegan diet has been over-
blown. Moreover, the myth of 
protein complementation has long 
been understood as unnecessary in 
vegetarian diets. As summarized 
by Reed Mangels, Ph.D., R.D., 
on the Vegetarian Resource Group 
Web site (www.vrg.org/nutrition/
protein.htm): “It is very easy for a 
vegan diet to meet the recommen-
dations for protein, as long as calo-
rie intake is adequate. Strict protein 
combining is not necessary; it is 
more important to eat a varied diet 
throughout the day.”
 Second, as for the amount of 
time and effort needed to find, 
buy and prepare vegan/vegetarian 
meals, my guess is this is no dif-
ferent from that required of anyone 
wishing to eat a healthy diet regard-
less of whether meat is included. 
Many people nowadays, vegetar-
ian and omnivore alike, seek out 
fresh and organic foods—so much 
so that these can now be found in 

many Safeway supermarkets and 
other conveniently located grocers. 
Regarding your juice example, I 
for one am happy to drink pre-
squeezed organic juices just as 
others might select pre-squeezed 
nonorganic juices. And cooking a 
veggie burger or tofu cutlet takes 
no longer than its meat counterpart. 
In 2006, a vegetarian diet is as 
quick and easy as any other.
 Thank you again for your efforts 
to inform your readers.

Dennis Crean, 
Redwood Valley

Civilized living
Dear Editor:
 In the May 12 issue, I so enjoyed 
your “Presenting the Past” reprint 
of the 1950s advertisement for 
Cameo Acres, a new home devel-
opment in Danville with prices at 
$9,350 and payments as low as $58 
per month. My big laugh is that my 
parents considered buying there 
in the early ’50s but decided on a 
much more lavish home in a more 
civilized area: Concord! and it was 
50 percent costlier at over $12,000! 
It is hard to imagine a time when 
Concord was chosen over Danville. 
Compare the areas and prices now.
 Thanks for the memories!

Greg Thibodeaux, 
Alamo

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Bicyclists beware

Many recreational 

bicyclists fly up 

and down Danville 

Boulevard as though 

they were invincible.
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Jeff Daniel McDonough
 Jeff Daniel McDonough, born 
March 8, 1955, died in a tragic car 
accident April 24, at the age of 51. 
He is survived by his wife Jennifer 
and his two daughters, Abby, 5, and 
Kate, 2.
 He was born and raised in Santa 
Clara, attained the rank of Eagle 
Scout, and later resided in Danville 
with his wife and children. He was 
a model husband, father, friend and 
devoted Christian who inspired all 
who came into contact with him.
 A memorial was held May 6 at 
Community Presbyterian Church. 

Stanley Charles Lord
 Stanley Charles Lord of Danville 
passed away peacefully April 24 at 
the age of 91. 
 He was a native of Lavina, Mont. 
He graduated from Bozeman State 
College and served with the Army 
Signal Corps during World War II. 
He was a retired mechanical engi-
neer.
 He is survived by his wife Jane, 
and their three children Anne 
Ludvik (Charles), Teresa Lord and 
Steve Lord (Loren); grandchildren 
Kathy Ludvik, Brandon Lord and 
Erika Lord; and brother Clement 
Lord. He was preceded in death by 
brothers Kenneth Lord and Quentin 
Lord; sister Mildred Lawrence; and 
granddaughter, Jennifer Ludvik; as 
well as many nieces and nephews.
 A memorial service was held 
May 13 at St. Isidore Church in 
Danville. Donations may be 
made to the Yosemite Fund, 155 
Montgomery St., #1104, San 
Francisco, CA 94104.

William (Bill) O’Connell
 William (Bill) O’Connell, a 16-
year resident of Danville since 
1990, died May 5 at the age of 84.
 He was born and raised in 
Baltimore, Co. Cork, Ireland, the 
oldest of five children. He immigrat-
ed to the United States and settled in 
Richmond, Calif., where he met his 
wife Marian and they raised their two 
daughters. He retired from Chevron 
Corp. in 1986 after 36 years and they 
moved to Danville in 1990.
 He was a member of the Irish 
Culture Center and the Benevolent 
Rebel Cork of San Franciso. He 
was also an avid reader of history, 
biographies and sports, and loved 
to travel. He found great enjoy-
ment in the outdoors, gardening 
and swimming.
 He is survived by his wife of 48 
years, Marian O’Connell; daugh-
ters Maureen (Greg) Starnes and 
Alana (George) Ruegg; and grand-
children Sinead and Keara Starnes 
and Kaleigh Ruegg.
 A Funeral Mass was celebrated 
May 11 at St. Isidore’s Church.

O B I T U A R I E S

Bike collision on 
Danville Boulevard

 An Alamo resident collided 
with a bicyclist from Pleasant 
Hill as she was driving her 2001 
gold-colored, four-door Mercedes 
Benz on Danville Boulevard 
shortly after 5 p.m., Wednesday, 
May 10.
 Anthony Rardin, 34, of Pleasant 
Hill, was riding his bicycle north-
bound on Danville Boulevard 
when southbound Alice Allen-
Ervin, 42, turned left onto Finley 

Lane in Alamo just south of 
Livorna Road, said California 
Highway Patrol Officer Scott 
Yox.
 “She made a left in front of 
him,” he said. “He collides with 
the passenger side of her vehi-
cle.” Yox said the bicyclist had 
the right of way.
 Rardin suffered facial lacer-
ations and a laceration to his 
right leg, specifically to his knee, 
according to reports.
 “Cyclists need to ride defen-
sively,” Yox said. “A bicycle is 

no match for a vehicle.”
 “Motorists need to do the 
same,” he added. “Talking on the 
cell phone, having their cars as 
offices, catching lunch inside—
all these lead to distraction. Their 
eyes should be on the road.”
 Yox—a bicyclist himself—rec-
ommended the Iron Horse Trail 
for recreational bicycle rides, but 
he said he understood that road 
cyclists need a challenging spot 
to ride and a regular road allows 
bicyclists to go faster.

—Jordan M. Doronila

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

Monday, May 8
• Misdemeanor battery on Dove 

Creek Ln. at 12:08 a.m.
• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 

Camino Tassajara and Conejo 
Dr. at 5:29 a.m.

• Vandalism on Dunsmoor Ct. at 6:10 
a.m.

• Auto burglary on Thornhill Rd. at 
7:11 a.m.

• Miscellaneous burglary on Love Ln. 
at 7:41 a.m.

• Auto burglary on Paraiso Dr. at 8:33 
a.m.

• Stolen vehicle on Hartford Rd. at 
8:35 a.m.

• Suspicious circumstances on La 
Gonda Ct. at 8:56 a.m.

• Malicious telephone calls on St. Ann 
Ct. at 9:38 a.m.

• Petty theft from vehicle on Conway 
Dr. at 10:34 a.m.

• Resident burglary on Old Orchard 
Ct. at 10:34 a.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Paraiso Dr. at 10:35 a.m.

• Credit card fraud on Tweed Ln. at 
4:14 p.m.

Tuesday, May 9
• Residential burglary on Zenith Ridge 

Dr. at 9:11 a.m.
• Auto burglary on Hartz Ave. at 9:49 

a.m.
• Suspicious circumstances on 

Jonathan Ridge Dr. at 10:01 a.m.
• Vandalism on Brookside Dr. at 12:52 

p.m.
• Misdemeanor driving under the 

influence (DUI), arrest, on south-
bound I-680 and Sycamore 
Valley Rd. at 11:27 p.m.

Wednesday, May 10
• DUI, arrest, on Alta Vista Way at 

1:12 a.m.
• Possession of drug paraphernalia on 

Jasmine Way at 6:44 a.m.
• Petty theft from vehicle on Pulido 

Rd. at 9:18 a.m.
• Suspicious circumstances on San 

Ramon Valley Blvd. at 12:18 
p.m.

• Vandalism on San Ramon Valley 
Blvd. at 4:14 p.m.

• Petty theft, bicycle, on Hartley Dr. at 
8:16 p.m.

Thursday, May 11
• Malicious telephone calls on Diablo 

Rd. at 12:39 p.m.
• Petty theft from building on Stone 

Valley Rd. at 2:36 p.m.
• Petty theft, shoplifting, on Camino 

Tassajara at 7:03 p.m.

• Suspicious circumstances on 
Camino Tassajara at 8:50 p.m.

Friday, May 12
• DUI, arrest, on Front St and E. 

Prospect Ave. at 12:24 a.m.
• Grand theft from vehicle on El Pinto 

at 6:53 a.m.
• Auto burglary on W. Prospect Ave. 

at 7:19 a.m.
• Stolen vehicle on El Cerro Ct. at 

7:41 a.m.
• Auto burglary on El Pinto at 7:57 

a.m.
• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Hartz 

Ave. at 9:39 a.m.
• Commercial burglary on Sycamore 

Valley Rd. W. at 12:17 p.m.
• Warrant arrest on Serene Ct. at 

11:51 a.m.
• Accident on Boone Ct. and San 

Ramon Valley Blvd. at 3:38 p.m.
• Vandalism on Love Ln. at 5:19 p.m.
• DUI, arrest, on Camino Tassajara 

and Rassani Dr. at 8:21 p.m.
• Under the influence of drugs on 

Diablo View Ct. at 8:47 p.m.
• Misdemeanor battery on Ocho Rios 

Dr. at 10:34 p.m.

Saturday, May 13
• Vandalism on Zephyr Pl. at 1:55 

p.m.
• Possession of narcotics, arrest, on 

Camino Tassajara at 5:19 p.m.

Sunday, May 14
• Suspicious circumstances on Glen 

Ct. at 3:56 p.m.
• Vandalism on La Gonda Way at 7:15 

p.m.
The Office of the Contra Costa County 
Sheriff’s Department’s Valley Station in 
Alamo made the following information 
available.

ALAMO

Monday, May 8
• Petty theft from vehicle on Cervato 

Cir.

Tuesday, May 9
• Suspicious circumstances on 

Miranda Ave.

Friday, May 12
• Vandalism on Carmalita Ct.

Saturday, May 13
• Vandalism on Forest Ln.

Sunday, May 14
• Possession of unlawful weapon on 

Sandstone Rd.

BLACKHAWK

Tuesday, May 9
• Commercial burglary on Saddleback 

Dr.

Wednesday, May 10
• Vandalism on Liquidamber Pl. 
• Vandalism on S. Eagle Nest Ln.

DANVILLE

Sunday, May 14
• Misdemeanor DUI on Knollview Dr. 

and Rockcreek Ct.

DIABLO

Wednesday, May 10
• Grand theft from vehicle on El Nido
• Two petty thefts from vehicles on 

El Nido

ROUNDHILL

Friday, May 12
• Vandalism on Tracy Ct.

TASSAJARA

Wednesday, May 10
• Miscellaneous burglary on Old 

School Rd.

The Danville Police Department made 
the following information available. 
Under the law, those charged with 
offenses are considered innocent until 
convicted.

P O L I C E  L O G

SPRING SALE

IN
PROGRESS!

SAN RAMON LIGHTING
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Ste 100

San Ramon
p. 925-242-9700    f. 925-242-9703

SAN RAMON LIGHTING
FEATURING

THE WORLD’S FINEST LIGHTING
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  Calendar
W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Author Visits
Dinner with Kathryn Reiss
Come and join children’s author 
Kathryn Reiss and the winners of the 
California Writers Club, Mt. Diablo 
Branch, Young Writers Contest 
for dinner and a celebration at 6 
p.m., Friday, May 19, at Pleasant 
Hill Recreation and Park, 320 Civic 
Drive, Pleasant Hill. Reservations are 
required. Tickets are $17 for CWC 
members; $20 for non-members. 

Contact Camille Minichino at camille@
minichino.com or (510) 881-8929.
Italy: The History, People and the 
Art of Glassblowing
Lucia Barbini Falcone, author of “Over 
Bridges, Across Tables,” will be talking 
about the flair of Murano, Italy, its peo-
ple, rich history and the art of glass-
blowing. Falcone, born and raised in 
Murano, is the recipient of the Eisner 
Award and has received writing hon-
ors from Writer’s Digest. This event will 
start at 7 p.m., Tuesday, May 23, at 
the Danville Library, 400 Front St. 

Clubs
San Ramon Valley Newcomers 
Club Hikes
The group is inviting prospective 
members to attend its May Gadabouts 
event at 10:15 a.m., Wednesday, May 
24 for a fun day in San Francisco. 
Trip includes a ferry ride, lunch at 
Pier 39 and the play “Menopause the 
Musical”. The ferry cost is $6.50 for 
seniors; $11 for adults. The Play cost 
is $42.50-$46.00, plus the cost for 
lunch. For information, please contact 
Marian at 925-828-8195.

Concerts
Musaic performing ‘World Voices’
Musaic, a group of men with a pas-
sion for practicing and expanding their 
musical talents, will perform “World 
Voices” at 5 p.m., Sunday, May 21, 
at St. Timothy’s Church, 1550 Diablo 
Road, Danville. General admission is 
$18; students/senior is $12. Call 837-
4993, ext. 15, or e-mail parish@saint-
timothysdanville.org.
Prometheus Symphony 
The symphony will be performing 
its final concert of the season at 3 
p.m., Sunday, May 21, at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 114 Montecito 
Ave., Oakland. The concert will feature 
Gustav Mahler’s Ruckert Lieder with 
Elspeth Franks, mezzo soprano, and 
Claudio Santome, tenor. This event is 
free, but donations are requested. Visit 
www.prometheussymphony.org.

Events
2006 Hamster Ball Derby
PETCO in San Ramon will host the 
2006 Hamster Ball Derby to celebrate 
hamster power and the rise in small-
animal pet ownership. This event will 
start at 2 p.m., Saturday, May 20, at 
2005 Crow Canyon Place. Owners are 
encouraged to bring their pets’ own 
hamster ball. Registration is free. Winner 
will receive a Critter Operated Chopper, 
two-pound bag of Fiesta food and, of 
course, bragging rights. Call 275-2111.
Andrew H. Young Park 
Rededication
The Alamo Recreation Program spon-
sored by Terry McDaniel Real Estate 
Team will present a Rededication 
Ceremony and Reception in honor of 
Andrew H. Young at 6 p.m., Monday, 
May 22, at the corner of Danville 
Boulevard and Jackson Way. For 
information, call 820-8683.
Armed Forces Day
Celebrate Armed Forces Day on the 
USS Hornet Museum by witnessing 

simulated flight operations, mission 
briefings and by meeting former 
crew members, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Saturday, May 20, at 707 W. Hornet 
Ave., Alameda. A special fam-
ily admission price of $20 is being 
offered only on this day; regular 
admission is $14 for adults and $6 
for children. Call (510) 521-8448 or 
visit www.hornetevents.com.
Filoli Estate and Gardens Visit
Pleasant Hill Recreation is offering a 
day trip to visit the Filoli Estate and 
Gardens, from 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 20. The Filoli Estate 
and Gardens is known to be one 
of the finest country estates of the 
early 20th century. Tickets are $25 
and include bus, admission and the 
tour. The bus will pick people up in 
the Pleasant Hill Community Center 
parking lot, 320 Civic Drive, Pleasant 
Hill. Call 682-0896.
Livermore Valley Wine Auction
Come and celebrate the spirit of the 
children in your community at the 
12th annual Livermore Valley Wine 
Auction on Saturday, May 20, at the 
Wine Vineyards, 5565 Tesla Road, 
Livermore. Call 447-WINE (447-
9463) or visit www.livermorewine.
com.
Spring to Success Luncheon
Wardrobe for Opportunity will be 
hosting its 11th annual Spring to 
Success Luncheon to honor two 
Clients of the Year with a silent auc-
tion, award ceremony, drawings and 
a fabulous lunch from 10:30 a.m.-2 
p.m., Friday, May 19, at the San 
Ramon Marriott, 2600 Bishop Drive. 
Jessica Aguirre from ABC 7 will MC 
the ceremony. Cost is $75. Call (510) 
463-4100, ext. 1, or visit www.ward-
robe.org.
Telescopes as Time Machines
Mt. Diablo Astronomical Society 
will host “Experience Telescopes 
as Time Machines,” at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 20, meeting at the 
park, Lower Summit lot, Mt. Diablo 
Summit Museum. Plan to enter the 
North/South Gates by 6:45 p.m. 
Leader Jim Head can be contacted 
at outreach@mdas.net.

Fundraisers
Children’s Film Festival
The California Independent Film Festival 
Association and the Town of Danville will 
be hosting the third annual Children’s 
Film Festival, Friday-Sunday, May 
19-21. This event will give film enthu-
siasts a chance to enjoy screenings of 
three independent films, plus attend 
special events, autograph sessions, 
seminars for filmmakers and actors and 
an awards ceremony. Special guest 
Roseanne Barr will be at the Opening 
Night Gala with a screening of “Rocking 
with Roseanne: Calling all Kids” followed 
by a Q & A session.Tickets are on sale. 
Call 314-3463 or visit www.dicff.org. 
Comedy and Walk-A-Thon
Jack London Square is announcing 
its third annual Comedy/Walk-A-Thon 
that will benefit the Northern California 
Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance, registra-
tion starts at 9 a.m., Sunday, May 
21, at Jack London Square, Oakland. 
Contact Janine Steenman at jmsteen-
man@comcast.net or by calling 249-
1302 or visit www.childrenshospitalo-
akland.org.cs.tuberous_sclerosis.html.
Kitchen & Garden Tour
Greenbrook and Baldwin elementary 
schools are hosting a Neighborhood 
Kitchen & Garden Tour, from 1-
5 p.m. (check-in begins at 12:45 
p.m.), Sunday, May 21, starting at 
Greenbrook School, 1475 Harlan 
Drive, Danville. Also included with the 
tour will be wine, catered delights, 
a vendor boutique and a silent auc-
tion, hosted by WineStyles and the 
Peasant & the Pear. Tickets bought in 
advance are $30; $35 on the day of 
the event. Visit www.ges.srvusd.k12.
ca.us/kitchengardentour.html.
Martial Arts Fundraiser
Danville’s TaoSports is sponsoring a 
Martial Arts event to benefit St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m., Sunday, May 21, at 462 
Hartz Ave., Danville. The students and 
instructors at TaoSports will be break-
ing boards and concrete blocks that 
donators can buy in support of this 
wonderful cause. For information, visit 
www.stjude.org.

Quilts—historic and contemporary
This Friendship Quilt by Rose Bettencourt Ferreira is part 

of “Quilting Through the Years,” currently on display at the 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley in partnership with The 
Quilter’s Inn. The exhibit includes historic and contemporary 
quilts created by talented local quilters through May 27. The 
museum is open 1-4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday, and 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday in the restored Southern Pacific Depot, 205 Railroad 
Ave., Danville. Admission is free, but donations are encouraged. 
Call 837-3750 or visit www.museumsrv.org.

W E E K E N D  P R E V I E W

Services Offered:
Laser Hair Reduction

Titan Skin 
Tightening

IPL Photo-
rejuvenation

Botox®

Restylane®

Captique®

Collagen Injections

Facials

Waxing

Microdermabrasion

Chemical Peels

Eyelash
Extensions

Professional 
Makeup for All 
Occasions

Models
Ravi Panjabi, MD, Medical Director

Medical Grade Skin Treatments in a 
Luxurious Spa Setting.

2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Suite 3
San Ramon, CA 94583

(925) 552-5100
www.skinglomedspa.com

Titan Special
3 treatments, 1 month apart, $1000 each.

Reg. $2000 each

Look Polished to Perfection
Express glow-enhancing facial with brow and 

lip wax for only $99

Introducing Eye Lash Extensions for $125

Reg. $275

Offers expire May 31



Muscle Car, Hot Rods and Art Fair
Hats Off America will be hosting its 
third annual Muscle Car, Hot Rods and 
Art Fair, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, May 20-21, at the grass 
field at the corner of Bollinger Canyon 
Road and Camino Ramon, San 
Ramon. This event raises money to 
provide support to families of fallen sol-
iders. Dave Land and the Downtowers 
will also debut their second album, 
“America Rocks.” Admission is free. 
Call Sparky George at 855-1950 or 
visit www.hatsoffamerica.us.
Personal Sanctuaries Spring 
Garden Tour
Personal Sanctuaries will be host-
ing a Garden Tour to benefit Breast 
Cancer Research, from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., Saturday, May 20. Tickets with 
a map and information about each 
garden can be bought in advance for 
$25 at Artscape, 1161 Alpine Road, 
Walnut Creek, or by calling Marsha 
at 944-5173. Tickets bought the day 
of the tour are $30. For information, 
call 944-5173.

Kids & Teens
‘Cars Live on Mars and Xstatikins’
Teen authors Alexis and Kellan Eils 
will be reading their children’s books, 
“Cars Live on Mars and Xstatikins” 
and “The WriteKids” at 6 p.m., 
Thursday, May 25, in the Children’s 
Reading Room, Danville, Library, 400 
Front St. This event if for children ages 
5 and up. Call 837-4889.

Lectures
Changing Makeup of the American 
Family
The San Ramon Valley Republican 
Women will host a public service pre-
sentation with Contra Costa Superior 
Court Judge Lois Haight on “The 
Changing Makeup of the American 
Family Reflected in our Courts of 
Law.” Social hour will start at 11:30 
a.m., with lunch and the speaker 
at noon, Tuesday, May 23, at Crow 
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver Lake 
Drive, Danville. Cost is $22 and the 
public is invited. To reserve your spot, 
contact Roxanne Lindsay at 837-6253 
or rrlindz@aol.com.
Fourth Event in Art of Living Series
Leku Eder presents its fourth event in 
its Art of Living Series with two lessons, 
“Color Therapy” from 11 a.m.-noon 
and “Remodel Intervention” from 1:30-
2:30 p.m., Friday, May 26, at 178 E. 
Prospect, Danville. This event is free, 

but registration is required by calling 
820-8012.
In Search of El Dorado
The Blackhawk Auto Museum will be 
hosting a hands-on family funshops 
“In Search of El Dorado” by Robin 
Wiley from 1-4 p.m., Sunday, May 21, 
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville. 
Learn the meaning behind Spanish-
named cars, participate in silversmit-
ing, and make Mexican paper flowers. 
This event is free with paid admission 
to the museum. Call 736-2288 or visit 
www.blackhawkauto.org.
Operations Start-Up, Monitoring, HR
This event will include business organi-
zation development processes and will 
be from 8:30-12:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
May 24, at Carr American Conference 
Center, 4400 Rosewood Drive, 
Pleasanton. This event is free, but regis-
tration is required. Call 960-1600 or visit 
www.techventures.org.
Video For Peace
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center 
will show “Peace, Propaganda, and 
the Promised Land” (80 minutes) with 
a potluck at 6:30 p.m. and the video 
at 7 p.m., Wednesday, May 24, at the 
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center, 
55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek. Call 
933-7850 or e-mail info@mtdpc.org.

On Stage
‘Alice in Wonderland’
Monte Vista High School Theater will 
present “Alice in Wonderland” with 

high-tech light shows and hand-
made costumes, Wednesday-Friday, 
7pm May 24-26, in the school’s Al 
Gentile Theater, 3131 Stone Valley 
Road, Danville. Tickets are $8; 
$5 for children and students. For 
information, call Vicki Stadelhofer at 
552-2878. 
‘The Typographer’s Dream’
The Eugene O’Neill Foundation 
in partnership with the National 
Park Service is presenting “The 
Typographer’s Dream” by Adam 
Bock. Encore Theatre Company of 
San Francisco will give the play at 
3 p.m., Sunday, May 21, in the Old 
Barn at Tao House. Tickets are $20; 
call 820-1818. Ticket price includes 
transportation to Tao House via Park 
Service van since private vehicles 
are not allowed. 

Support Groups
Managing Cancer Treatment 
Symptoms and Side Effects
Chris Raymond, RN, OCN, will host 
an informal workshop to answer 
questions about cancer treatment 
side effects and discuss methods of 
managing nausea, fatique and other 
symptoms, from 6-8 p.m., Monday, 
May 22, at Valley Care Health Library 
& Ryan Comer Cancer Resource 
Center, 5725 Las Positas Blvd., sec-
ond Floor, Pleasanton. This event is 
free, but reservations are required. 
Call 933-0107.
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C A L E N D A R

Friday Nights
on the Patio

44 Church Street 
Danville 

925.820.7200
 www.bridgesdanville.com

Live Entertainment 6:00 to 10:00 p.m.

Featuring:
Rich Flynn and Marcie Avery on May 19th
and Ken Cooper on May 26th

Elegant and Relaxing

Personalized Professional 

Nail Care

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . . (925) 838-6300
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd . . . . . . . . (925) 680 8600
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . . (925) 938-2500

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers 
or friends who want to have a unique 
and fun get together, arrange a private 

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Walnut Creek location
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

 While most people in the Bay Area don’t associate newborn animals and fresh country air with an average day at work, 
John Bellandi does. As the owner of Alamo Hay and Grain, these sensations are just part of his daily routine. For many Alamo 
residents, though, a trip to the feed store feels like an escape back to the old days.
 “I think people associate this place with old-time Alamo and with things they want to remember,” Bellandi said.
 Under the high arched roof, the pace of life seems to slow to a leisurely roll. When patrons step foot inside the shop, some 
visibly change. Suburban mothers move a little slower. Curious kids smile a little more frequently. And rugged farmers, clad 
in weather-worn denim, take a break to pet a rabbit.
 “It has a small-town feel,” said Kristine Bortz, a regular patron at Alamo Hay and Grain. “We like the country atmosphere. 
It’s a treat for the kids to stop here after school.”

photos and story by 
Natalie O’Neill

Hay you say?Hay you say?
Alamo Hay and GrainAlamo Hay and Grain 

is a throwback to the pastis a throwback to the past

H is workplace isn’t like yours. Replace 
the sound of shuffling papers and ringing 
phones with the gentle squawk of baby 

ducklings. Now switch the smell of stale office 
coffee to sweet alfalfa, and let a whiff of hay tickle 
your nose.

Roaming Horses and Scattered Starbucks
 Bellandi, who has run the feed store for 27 years, said he
staff have done as much as they can to preserve the store’
ambiance. But outside, in an area that is quickly develop
feed store is the only remaining sign that Alamo was once 
for horse farmers and cattle ranchers. 
 Longtime Alamo resident and San Ramon Valley historian
Jones remembers when the shop on Danville 
Boulevard at Stone Valley Road was a gro-
cery store owned by Oscar Peterson in the 
1950s. She said shopping was a totally dif-
ferent experience back then.
 “It was a lot more friendly, everybody 
knew everybody. Now there are too many 
people,” she said.
 With the rest of the area changing, so 
have the sales at Alamo Hay and Grain. 
Most of its business comes from people 
buying food and supplies for smaller ani-
mals like rabbits, chicks and ducks. This 
is what happens when a place grows in 
population—house lots get smaller and so 
do pets, Bellandi said.
 “This used to be a horse town, now peo-
ple buy backyard pets. You’d be surprised, 
I’d say one in every five houses with kids 
around here has a chicken,” he said.
 The horse riding has also changed 
from what was once the popular western 
style to a more upscale English style, 
said Chris Ridener, who works at Alamo 
Hay and Grain. 
 “You don’t see a lot of hicks now, it’s 
mostly the classier English riders,” he said.
 Western style usually includes riding 
trails for enjoyment. English horseback rid-
ers, on the other hand, typically own trained 
horses that compete in shows. The store still 
offers specialty food and pet products along 
with supplies for show animals.
 While outwardly, the area has changed 
since the Alamo Hay and Grain opened 
in 1962—with scattered Starbucks and 
mansions on top of rolling hills—one 
thing has stayed the same. Most people 
who visit the store have the same values 
they did 40 years ago, Bellandi said.

The Country Lifestyle
 “People still come to Alamo with the 
intent to raise kids the way they were 
raised. If they wanted a high rise in San 
Francisco, they would be there instead,” 
Bellandi said.
 Loving and caring for animals is a big 
part of the country way of life. When 
kids grow up caring for pets, it teaches 
them to be selfless and responsible, he 
said. He has seen kids from Alamo grow 
up, marry and then bring their own chil-
dren back to buy animals. 
 “You don’t get better than this place,” 
said patron Bonnie Watson, “It’s so much 
better than a pet store.” 
 When parents encourage children and 
teens to be interested in horses and 4H, it 
helps them stay out of trouble during their 
formative years, Bellandi said. 
 “If a girl between 14 and 18 grows to 
love horses, it’s well worth it for parents,” he said. “When s
really into horses there is no one first in her life.”
 Bellandi, who grew up in San Jose and has children of h
said oftentimes a passion for horses is passed down from 
to daughter. He finds that people who grow up in the city a
fascinated with country life and that females are more p
becoming equestrians.
 “A woman came in who had been coming here since she
(Customers) give me an incentive, they say, ‘Hey, don’t 
he said.

John Bellandi, who
27 years, takes a c
bags of chicken fee
feed store are a sy

Rabbits and other s
for kids at Alamo H
most income from 
like these.
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 And local support for Alamo hay and Grain doesn’t stop there. When 
it caught fire on a rigidly cold day in January 1991, the response from 
the community was unprecedented. More than 200 volunteers rallied 
around to help clean up the ash and rebuild the shop.

A Symbol of Old-Time Alamo Destroyed
 The feed store is open-air and was so 
cold on that winter morning that Bellandi 
had several space heaters going at the 
same time. He was in front of the shop, 
unloading hay bales from a New Year’s 
Eve party, when he saw the shop was 
ablaze. In a matter of minutes his store 
had completely burned to the ground.
 “I thought everything would disap-
pear,” he remembered. “And I thought, 
‘Why should I start over?’”
 But then residents of Alamo and 
Danville let him know—loud and clear 
—how much the store means to them. 
 “You saw people who were wealthy in 
their own right, take a day off work to 
help. That just doesn’t happen,” he said.
 Prize-winning pigeons, worth tens of 
thousands of dollars, along with thou-
sands of dollars of food and supplies 
were lost in the fire. After that morning, 
Bellandi had to rebuild the shop from the 
ground up.
 “It was either that or let them put in 
something like a McDonald’s,” he said.
 Having an impersonal corporate chain 
take over an authentic slice of rural 
culture was the last thing these people 

wanted to see, he said.

Where the Cowboys Work
 Part of the reason people come into the 
shop is because they enjoy the attitude 
and the character of the staff, Watson 
said as she paused in her shopping. “We 
come in to see John and the boys,” she 
said. Bellandi has a deep raspy voice and 
would come off gruff if it weren’t for his 
playful smile and warm demeanor. He 
gets frequent visits from people who stop 
in to say “hi.” 
 When Watson refers to “the boys,” 
she’s talking about Alamo Hay and 
Grain’s staff of six young men. Cowboy 
hats, boots and faded Wranglers make 
these guys look like they’ve been trucked 
in from a ranch somewhere in Texas.
 “What can I do for you, ma’am?” 
Ridener says with a slight drawl.
 “I’ll take two bags of chicken feed,” 
one patron answers.
 Ridener loves his job because he loves 
being outside. Lifting hay bales and large 
bags of animal feed is great exercise and 
he gets to meet a lot of friendly people, he 
said. He delivers hay in a truck to farms in 
the area and says the job can be challeng-
ing if you’re not physically fit.
 “I could never have an office job,” he 
said. “I get good hours and I get to be 
around horses.”
 Bellandi laughs when he thinks about 

what his typical employee has been like.
 “I’ve had some pretty macho cowboys, but all good people,” 
he said.
 “In this business whether they are rich or poor, my customers and 
workers have big hearts,” Bellandi said.
 For those Alamo residents grappling to hang on to the area’s rural 
roots, it may be refreshing to take a peek into the feed store—to see 
“the boys” tossing bales of hay onto a truck, while a spring breeze 
blows through the shop. But beware: You may find yourself walking 
a little slower and smiling a little more frequently. ■
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Full Service Repair Center
Factory Certified Technician on Duty

SYCAMORE SERVICE CENTER
743-1967 • 744 San Ramon Valley Blvd.  at Sycamore Valley Rd.

We're the Red Brick 
Station in Danville

Scion • Honda
Lexus • Acura • Toyota

Propane!15k–90k
Service

15% OFF
Coupon good for Honda, Lexus, Toyota, Acura
and Scion vehicles only. One coupon per visit.

Expires 6/16/06 • 1st time customers only

Oil & Filter
Change
$2799 +tax

Coupon good for Honda, Lexus, Toyota, Acura
and Scion vehicles only. Up to 5 quarts of oil.

Expires 6/16/06 • 1st time customers only

We 
Guarantee 
Our Work
      ...solid as a brick

Free Shuttle
9am - 5pm

5800 Stoneridge Mall Road • Pleasanton, CA 94588

Lower Your House Payment

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644
laura.ryan@wamu.net

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647

harry.osmus@wamu.net

• Minimum Payment at 1% (APR 5.699%)
• Vacation Homes also at 1%
• 40 Year Term Available for Really Low Payment
• “Lowest Margins”
• "Stated Income" at no extra cost
• Loan Amounts up to 7 Million
• Life Cap of 9.95%

Offer applies only to the 1-Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment amount. The 
minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amortization. All payment options are not available 
each month. In addition, on 15-year loans, only up to three payment options are available. Interest that accrues between the date of closing and the month preceding the month in which your first 
payment is due will be based on the higher of the start rates or the fully indexed rate. APR is effective 4/05/06. The APR and 1.000% start rate are available only to borrowers with FICO scores equal 
to or greater than 720. Different start rates and APRs may apply to borrowers with different credit profiles. The APR and 1.000% start rate are also only available on purchase money and non cash-
out refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratios of up to 70% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan 
amounts of up to $1.5 million. Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher rates may apply 1-Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without 
notice. Alternative pricing options may be available. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV of 70% and pre-
paid finance charges of $3,607.29, a starting interest rate of 1.000%, Index of 4.011%, a Margin of 1.875% and a fully Indexed Rate of 5.886%. On a 30-year loan the APR would be 
5.982 and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $643.28 to $1,374.20. On a 15-year loan the APR would be 6.052% and the 180 minimum monthly payments would 
vary from $1,196.99 to $1,891.35. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts application in: Washington Mutual Bank- many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business 
as Washington Mutual Bank, FA- many states; and Washington Mutual Banks fsb- ID, MT, UT.

with our “One Month ARM” (with Great New Pricing!)
Example 30 year 40 years        
Loan Amount $500,000
1st Year Monthly Payment $1,608 $1,264
2nd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,728 $1,358
3rd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,857  $1,460
4th Year Max Monthly Payment $1,996  $1,569
5th Year Max Monthly Payment $2,145 $1,686

*Equity Lines to $750,000*
Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, Cash-out 

to pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.
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Living
P E O P L E  &  L I F E S T Y L E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

by Liz Cherene

Geocaching is the latest way to treasure hunt, using 
maps and a Global Positioning system. The Town 
of Danville is offering a class on geocaching at 9 
a.m., Saturday, July 15, but here we offer a personal 
insight on the experience from someone who enjoys 
the activity with her pooch.

D o you have a little “Indiana Jones” 
lurking inside you? If you’re looking 
for a new adventure, and one you 

can have with your dog, then geocaching 
might be just right for you. Geocaching (pro-
nounced geo-cashing) is a high-tech game of 
hide and seek, a treasure hunt with a twist. 
All you need to get started is access to the 
Web and a handheld GPS (global positioning 
system).
 This is how it works. Someone hides a 
container and posts details about the cache 
and its coordinates on www.geocaching.com. 
The adventurer (that’s you!) loads the coor-
dinates into a handheld GPS and starts the 
search. When you discover a cache, it will 
usually have a logbook to sign, indicating 
that you’ve found it. Locating the cache is the 
true prize, although you might find an item or 
two inside to take home. These are intended 
as trades, so I always carry a little something 
with me to leave in the container for the next 
person who finds it.
 You can choose what kind of adventure 
you’d like from a listing on the Web site. 
Caches are graded based on terrain, diffi-
culty, type and size. For example: a “virtual” 
takes you to an interesting place; “multi” is a 
sequence of findings; “puzzle” requires some 
sleuthing just to uncover the coordinates. The 

container can be anything: mint tins, 35mm 
film canisters, Tupperware, even huge buck-
ets. Not knowing exactly what you’ll find is 
part of the fun.
 Although the game itself is not top secret, 
you need to be discreet when seeking. You 
want to be sure the cache remains safe for 
the next person searching and that it won’t 
be vandalized by someone who’s not familiar 
with the game. Afterward you can log your 
adventure on the Web site.
 When I first heard about geocaching, I 
knew it would be a perfect fit for my dog and 
me. Abby, an energetic Portuguese Water 
Dog who was adopted from the Tri-Valley 
SPCA, has turned out to be a perfect cach-
ing partner. She’ll gladly splash around in a 
creek while I look along a bank for a cache. 
If I’m preoccupied searching, she’ll alert me 
if people are coming. She doesn’t mind the 
walks, the hikes or, on occasion, the endless 
circling within the same 30 feet if I can’t 
seem to find the container.
 Abby and I have found caches under 
benches disguised to look like rocks, tucked 
in trees, out in the open. We’ve found more 
than 100 caches in the past year, and we 
hope to find many more. It shouldn’t be too 
difficult. The last time I checked, there were 
more than 242,383 active caches stashed in 
221 countries, and the number keeps grow-
ing. How many caches are in the Bay Area? 
Too many to count! I work in Pleasanton and 
there are over 400 caches within a 10-mile 
radius of my office. You and your dog could 
be busy for many years to come.
 Before the rain ended, we had a clear day 
one weekend and I decided it was a perfect 

opportunity to find a couple of geocaches. 
I loaded the coordinates into my GPS and 
Abby and I were off on another adventure. 
We ended up at a regional park, and, with 
the GPS and park map in hand, we found the 

trail that would bring us closest to the cache. 
The hike was fairly short with a strenuous 
ascent, and we finally zoomed in and found 
the cache.

 We sat down and the logbook told me that 
SnoWake and Dingo has been there in May 
2003, Blue Blaze Irregulars and Bill the 
Dog found it November 2005. Now it says 
BayAreaLiz and Abby made it in March 
2006.
 You can sometimes identify cachers by 
the trade items they leave behind. Many 
people leave a signature item—perhaps a 
custom button, imprinted pencil, sew-on 
patch, wooden nickel—with the cacher’s 
name on it. You’ll sometimes find fun toys 
like hot wheels, yo-yo’s, or stickers. Trading 
isn’t required, but it can sure be fun. I like 
leaving a button with a photo of Abby and, if 
the container is big enough, I’ll leave a “Bay 
Area Back Roads” travel card.
 The view from the cache site was nothing 
short of amazing. Abby and I spent quite 
some time on the hillside just enjoying the 
sun, the breeze and the quiet around us. We 
had a fantastic hike and a perfect caching 
day.
 Geocaching is a great sport that offers 
special rewards. Abby and I have had some 
fantastic explorations together. I’ve become 
more familiar with the Bay Area, its local 
history, and many monuments around town 
just through caching. Best of all, geocaching 
helps us spend quality time together, getting 
great exercise and enjoying the outdoors as a 
team. Indiana Jones never had it so good. ■

Liz Cherene was the winner of the Alamo 
Weight Loss Challenge Group in March. 

You can frequently find her—with or without 
Abby—on the Iron Horse Trail. This story 
appeared first in the Woofer Times, www.

woofertimes.com.

Abby poses with the cache she and the 
author found on their latest geocaching 
adventure. It’s the perfect activity for dogs 
and their pals.

How many caches are 

in the Bay Area? Too 

many to count! There 

are over 400 caches 

within a 10-mile radius 

of my office.

Treasure 
hunt with 

a twist
Geocaching—the latest outdoor adventure
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A lmost two decades ago, I 
took a Chinese Cooking 
class in the evenings. It 

was taught by Victoria Chen, a 
local Maryland housewife, born 
in Shanghai and who had moved 
around various provinces of China 
during the Japanese invasion. Chen 
taught us to cook centuries-old, 
everyday Chinese dishes—nothing 
fancy, just delicious and healthy 
meals—and her recipes continue 
to delight to this day. The lessons 
I learned in that class helped me 
appreciate how geography affects 
a particular cuisine, how to balance 
flavors in a menu, how to prep food 
for cooking, and how to honor the 
“kitchen gods.”
 The cuisine of China is divid-
ed into four geographic regions: 
North, South, East and West. In the 
Southern region, Szechuan is in the 
Red Basin near the Yangtse River. 
The weather is hot and humid, so 
people need to perspire. Thus, the 
food there is hot and spicy. Hunan 
belongs to the Southern region as 
well. In the Northern region, where 
it gets very cold, you’ll find Peking. 
The food there is very rich, with 
more fat to resist the bitter temper-
atures. Shanghai is in the East and 
has a fertile delta. Shanghai dishes 
are sweet and employ many variet-
ies of vegetables and seafood. In 
the subtropical regions of Canton 
and Taiwan, foods are milder and 
less greasy. Patterns of geography 
have influenced other ethnic cul-
tures and countries. If you explore 
just a bit of the history and climate 
of an area as you enjoy its local 
cuisine, you will discover these 
patterns hold pretty true.
 Because the Chinese population 
has always been much larger than 
its agricultural capabilities, many 
Chinese dishes use soy or tofu 
to provide adequate protein. The 
Chinese use efficient portions of 
meat and vegetables to flavor the 
tofu. One such dish, Ma-Po, is 
one of my favorites. According 
to Chinese legend, Ma Po—“ma” 
meaning scarred from smallpox 
and “po” meaning woman—was 
created by a woman with a scarred 
face to generate a living for her 
dead brother’s family. She was 
honored by the Emperor for her 
culinary inventiveness and the rest 
is history. Try the Ma-Po recipe 
given here.
 Chinese cooking is very depen-
dent on chopping, slicing and 
shredding. My hunch is that, during 
adventures to the East, the French 

probably learned the concept of 
pre-cooking preparation from the 
Chinese and named it “mise en 
place” for the rest of the world to 
know (I’ve written about this con-
cept in a previous column). At any 
rate, get your prep bowls and sharp 
knives ready before you start cook-
ing Chinese. Cutting into uniform 
pieces is important for even cook-
ing as well as appearance. Chen 
taught us to cut foods into chunks, 
then into slices, then stacking the 
slices, into shreds. She modeled 
the art of holding the food with the 
fingertips, pushing the knuckles 
up against the knife or cleaver and 
rocking it as you push the food 
toward the knife. We practiced by 
chopping dozens of cucumbers in 
her classes. If you want to perfect 
your cutting skills, use the sliced 
cucumbers in the Cucumber Salad 
recipe.
 The traditional Chinese meal 
includes four courses: soup, 
salad, rice and dessert. The key 
is to find a good balance in menu 
choices of the five tastes—salty, 
sweet, sour, hot and bitter. While 
Chinese cooking relies on spices 
for variety, good cooks use spices 
to bring out the unique flavor 
of foods but not over-spicing or 
overwhelming the natural flavors 
of the ingredients. Marinating 
meats, creating sauces and heat-
ing your wok before adding foods 
are other important techniques in 
Chinese cooking.
 Finally, Victoria Chen had a say-
ing that a good Chinese kitchen 
has four main characters. She said: 
“Number one chef is Red Wok, 
who does all the cooking. Second 
chef is Cleaver Edge, who does 
all the cutting. Third chef is Oil 
Wok, who does all the frying.” 
Lastly, “Flour Two takes care of 
the dough and batter.”  (Flour Two 
does not like to be considered the 
least important one so he calls him-
self Flour Two to imply he is only 
in second place to the other three.) 
These kitchen gods bring “good 
vibes” to the kitchen but they must 
always be honored by attending to 
each of these tasks and maintaining 
order as you cook.
 May the kitchen gods watch over 
you and keep your culinary skills 
sharp as you prepare and partake of 
these tasty dishes. Chow!

Jacqui Love Marshall lives in 
Danville with her vintage-car-lov-

ing husband, two pugs and binders 
of recipes. E-mail her at Epicure@

DanvilleWeekly.com.

Cooking Chinese

Epicure
B Y  J A C Q U I  L O V E  M A R S H A L L

Szechuan: Ma-Po 
(serves 4) 
1 package (or 2 pieces) tofu bean 
curd
1 Tbsp. minced ginger
1/2 Tbsp. minced garlic
4 oz. ground pork
1 Tbsp. black fermented beans
1/2 cup stock
2 Tbsp. soy sauce
1/2 tsp. salt
1 Tbsp. hot bean sauce
1 crushed dried red pepper
1 Tbsp. cornstarch in 2 Tbsp. water
1 tsp. sesame oil
Ground pepper to taste

1. Cut tofu into 1/2 x1-inch cubes. 
Heat wok/pan with 2 Tbsp. oil.

2. Saute ginger and garlic; then stir 
fry pork. Push aside in wok and 
sauté black beans.

3. Add tofu, stock, soy sauce and 
salt. Cook 10 minutes with wok/pan 
covered. Gently mix in hot bean 
sauce and pepper with tofu. Pour in 
cornstarch water to thicken.

4. Add the sesame oil and pepper 
just before serving. Serve with 
steamed white or brown rice.

Cucumber Salad 
(serves 4)
4 cucumbers, peeled and sliced
1 tsp. minced garlic
1 Tbsp. sugar
1 Tbsp. vinegar
1 Tbsp. hot bean sauce
1 Tbsp. chili sauce
2 Tbsp. sesame oil

1. Add 1 tsp. salt to the cucumber 
slices, toss and let stand for 2 
hours. Drain and squeeze juice 
from cucumbers. 

2. Blend remaining ingredients to 
create the dressing. Add dressing 
to cucumbers 3-5 hours before 
serving.

Attention, Epicure readers
In coming weeks, Epicure plans to run a series of columns on ethnic cuisines—
Chinese, Mexican, Soul Food, etc. If you have expertise in a particular ethnic 
cuisine or have personal ethnic recipes to share, we’d like to hear from you. 
Please e-mail us at Epicure@DanvilleWeekly.com.

Thinking about a new sales career?
Let’s talk.

The Danville Weekly continues to expand with 
opportunities, so we’re always looking to strike up 
conversations with talented sales professionals. If you 
have experience in newspaper sales, or a strong sales 
background in a similar field, we’d like to speak with you.  
Exceptional communication skills, proficient computer 
skills, and attention to detail are a must. We’re a deadline-
oriented company, so the ability to work accurately and 
efficiently is highly valued. If you possess these qualities, 
we’re open to explore new possibilities with you.

For future consideration, please email your resume, 
with cover letter, to:

Laure Reynolds
East Bay Sales Manager
Pleasanton Weekly & Danville Weekly
lreynolds@pleasantonweekly.com 

- No phone calls, please -
The Danville Weekly is an equal-opportunity employer. 

315 Diablo Road, Suite 100
Danville, CA 94526

(925) 837-8300
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Akeelah and the Bee (PG)    Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 11:20 a.m., 1:55, 4:30, 7:10, 9:30 p.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:05 a.m., 3:50, 9:35 p.m.

Art School Confidential (R) CinéArts: Fri-Tues Noon, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40 p.m.
Da Vinci Code (PG-13)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 9:35 a.m., 12:45, 3:55, 

7:05, 10:15 p.m.; No show Fri, Mon-Tues 9:35 a.m., 
Sun-Tues 10:15 p.m.
Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 10:15, 11:10, noon, 12:50, 1:40, 
2:30, 3:20, 4:10, 5, 5:50, 6:40, 7:30, 8:20, 9:10, 9:55 
p.m.; No show Mon-Tues 10:15 a.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 10:30 a.m., 12:30, 1:40, 3:40, 
4:50, 7, 8, 10:10 p.m.; No show Sun-Tues 10:10 
p.m., Mon-Tues 10:30 a.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10, 11:20, 11:50 a.m., 12:20, 
12:50, 1:20, 2:40, 3:10, 3:40, 4:10, 4:40, 6, 6:30, 7, 
7:30, 8, 9:20, 9:50, 10:20, 10:50, 11:20 p.m.; No 
show Sun-Tues 11:20 p.m.

Down in the Valley (R)   CinéArts: Fri-Tues 12:35, 3:35, 6:45, 9:35 p.m.
Friends With Money (R)    Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 11:15 a.m., 1:30, 3:40, 5:45, 8, 

10:20 p.m.
Goal! The Dream Begins   Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 9:55 a.m., 2:50, 7:45 
(PG)   p.m.; No show Fri, Mon-Tues 9:55 a.m.

Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 12:55, 6:35 p.m.
Hoot (PG)    Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 1:45 p.m.
Ice Age: The Meltdown (G)    Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:30 a.m., 1:35, 4 p.m.
Just My Luck (PG-13)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 9:45 a.m., 12:10, 2:35, 

5, 7:30, 9:55 p.m.; No show Fri, Mon-Tues 9:45 a.m., 
12:10 p.m., Sun-Tues 9:55 p.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:40 a.m., 1:25, 3:50, 6:40, 
9:25 p.m.

Kinky Boots (PG-13)   CinéArts: Fri-Tues 1, 5:15, 9:30 p.m.
Lost City (R)   CinéArts: Fri-Tues 12:50, 3:55, 7:10 p.m.
Mission: Impossible III   Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 11:10 a.m., 1:55, 
(PG-13) 4:40, 7:25, 10:10 p.m.; No show Fri, Mon-Tues 11:10 

a.m., Sun-Tues 10:10 p.m.
Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 10:30 a.m., 1:15, 4:05, 7:05, 9, 10 
p.m.; No show Mon-Tues 10:30 a.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 10:50 a.m., 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 
10 p.m., No show Sun-Tues 10 p.m., Mon-Tues 
10:50 a.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:50 a.m., 12:35, 1:50, 3:30, 
4:55, 6:40, 7:50, 9:40, 10:55 p.m.

Over the Hedge (PG)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 9:30, 11:10 a.m., 11:35 
a.m., 1:30, 1:40, 3:45, 5:50, 7:55, 10 p.m.; No show 
Fri, Mon-Tues 9:30, 11:35 a.m., Sun-Tues 10 p.m.
Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 10:20, 11, 11:40 a.m., 12:30, 1:10, 
1:50, 2:40, 3:15, 4, 4:50, 5:30, 6:15, 7, 7:40, 9:10, 
9:45 p.m.; No show Mon-Tues 10:20 a.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 10:40 a.m., 12:45, 2:50, 5, 
7:15, 9:30 p.m.; No show Sun-Tues 9:30 p.m., Mon-
Tues 10:40 a.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:10, 10:40, noon, 12:30, 1, 
2:25, 2:55, 3:25, 3:55, 4:50, 5:20, 5:50, 6:15, 7:10, 
7:40, 8:10, 8:40, 9:30, 9:55, 10:25, 10:50 p.m.; No 
show Mon 7:10 p.m.  

Poseidon (PG-13)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 9:50 a.m., 12:15, 2:40, 
5:05, 7:35, 10:05 p.m.; No show Fri, Mon-Tues 9:50 
a.m., 12:15 p.m., Sun-Tues 10:05 p.m.
Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 11:55 a.m., 2:25, 4:55, 7:15, 9:40, 
10:25 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 11 a.m., 2, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20 
p.m.; No show Sun-Tues 9:20 p.m., Mon-Tues 11 a.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:40 a.m., 12:10, 1:10, 2:40, 
3:35, 5:10, 6:10, 7:45, 8:45, 10:05, 11:15 p.m.; No 
show Sun-Tues 11:15 p.m.
Regal Imax Theaters: Fri-Tues 10:10 a.m., 12:40, 3:10, 
5:40, 8:15, 10:45 p.m.

RV (PG)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 9:40, 11:55 a.m., 2:10, 
4:25, 7, 9:30 p.m.; No show Fri, Mon-Tues 9:40, 
11:55 a.m., Sun-Tues 9:30 p.m.
Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15 p.m.
Crow Canyon 6: Fri-Tues 1, 4:10, 7:30, 9:50 p.m.; No 
show Sun-Tues 9:50 p.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:35 a.m., 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 
9:05 p.m.

See No Evil (R)    Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:25 a.m., 1, 3:25, 5:50, 
8:05, 10:35 p.m.

Stick It (PG-13)    Blackhawk Movies 7: Fri-Tues 12:30, 5:25, 10:20 p.m.; 
No show Fri, Mon-Tues 12:30 p.m., Sun-Tues 10:20 
p.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 11:05 a.m., 4:25, 7:05, 9:45 p.m.

Thank You for Smoking (R)  Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 11:30 a.m., 2, 4:40, 6:55 p.m.
CinéArts: Fri-Tues 3:15, 7:30 p.m.

The Sentinel (PG-13)    Cent. 14: Fri-Tues 11:50 a.m., 2:20, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50 p.m.
Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 6:35, 9:10 p.m.

The Wild (G)    Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 10:45 a.m., 1:05, 3:45 p.m.
United 93 (R)   Hac. Cross 20: Fri-Tues 6:25, 9:15 p.m.
Water (PG-13)    CinéArts: Fri-Tues 11:45 a.m., 2:15, 4:45, 7:25, 9:55 p.m.

A T  T H E  M O V I E S
CinéArts @ Pleasant Hill: 2314 Monument Blvd., Pleasant Hill (687-1100)
Cent. 14 Walnut Creek: 1201 Locust St., Walnut Creek (937-7025)
Blackhawk Movie 7: 4175 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville (736-0368) 
Crow Canyon 6: 2525 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon (820-4831) 
Hac. Cross 20/ Regal Imax Theater: 5000 Dublin Blvd., Dublin (560-9600)
Internet address: For show times, visit the Danville Weekly Online Edition 
at www.DanvilleWeekly.com/

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

Nurturing Therapeutic 
Bodywork for Women, Men 
and Children

PATRICIA YAMSHON, CMT
By Appointment Only in San Ramon

925-858-0932
Member Associated Bodywork & Massage Professionals

Multi-modality approach 
individualized for your changing needs

• Pregnancy
•  Injury Rehabilitation
•  Swedish/Deep Tissue
• Aromatherapy
•  Reiki Treatment
•  Stress Reduction/Relaxation

90 Minute
Massage

for only $65
New clients only

Offer expires 6-30-06

Tired of Overcrowded Gyms?
We Offer an Exclusive One-on-One 

Personal Training Facility

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director
  NSCA Certified Strength and 

Conditioning Specialist
B.A. Degree from Harvard University
ACE Certified Personal Trainer

3120-D Crow Canyon Road
HealthandFitnessPlus.net

925-867-3488

• STRENGTH & POWER DEVELOPMENT
• LIFESTYLE & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
• BOXING FITNESS WORKOUTS
• CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS
• SPORT-SPECIFIC TRAINING
• PERSONAL DEFENSE TRAINING

925.552.6500 • www.jmhomecare.com

Caregivers With Character
• Up to 24 hour care

• Personal Hygiene 
Assistance

• Meal Preparation

• Light Housekeeping

• Errands and Shopping

• Joyful Companionship

• Day/Night, 
Live-In/Live Out-Care

• Temporary or Long Term

• Weekends, Holidays

• Respite for Family 
Caregivers

•  “YOU” Choose The 
Caregiver

YOU ARE IN CHARGE!

3440-D
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton

925-846-SMOG

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon

925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Poluters

$20OFF

Smog K ing
Every two years... 

You just gotta’ do it.

In & out in
20 minutes

Neighborhood Brewpub

Come check out 
our huge patio 

dining area!

www.hopyard.com

San Ramon
(925) 277-9600

470 Market Place

Pleasanton
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Rd.
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Presenting the Past
B Y  B E V E R L Y  L A N E

Alamo once called 
‘metropolis of the future’

I n the 21st century, the community of Alamo is a 
green enclave with large-lot homes tucked between 
Walnut Creek and Danville. As the second old-

est community in the county (Martinez is older), its 
history is a long one. At one point, Alamo was even 
touted as the “metropolis of the future.”
 “Alamo” means “poplar” or “cottonwood tree” in 
Spanish. This name was frequently used in Hispanic 
California. “Alameda,” for example, means “poplar 
grove” in Spanish.
 Information about Alamo’s earliest years is 
available primarily because of a remarkable 
woman who wrote about them, Mary A. 
Jones. She recorded the reaction of her 
husband John when they first saw the 
San Ramon Valley in 1847:
 “‘Mary, look! Did you ever see 
anything so beautiful?’ There was 
nothing in sight but nature. Nothing 
to show that man had been here, 
except a little mud and stick hut close 
to where the Alamo Bridge is.”
 After they had looked for a while, 
John said, “If I live and can ever get a 
home here, I am going to have it.”
 They did return, after living in San 
Jose and mining in the Sierra, finally 
coming to the valley with the William 
Mitchell family on Nov. 10, 1851. Initially 
both families lived in an adobe, which had once 
belonged to Francisco Garcia (at the present site of the 
Stone Valley Center).
 The community grew quickly in the 1850s, outpac-
ing Lafayette because of its excellent location. Alamo 
was the midway point for travelers going to and from 
Martinez and Mission San Jose. In addition, a road 
from the redwoods, west of the Moraga Valley, came 
over the divide and brought people to Alamo.
 David Glass established the first small store or 
trading post at his house just north of Alamo to take 
advantage of the location; this was the first store in the 
county outside of Martinez. It was followed soon by 
George Englemeyer’s store and Captain Wall’s board-
ing house, just 1-1/2 miles south of Walnut Creek.
 James D. Smith wrote later about the housewarming 

that Captain Wall hosted after his building was com-
pleted:
 “The music was two violins with the second violin, 
Arch Penniman, doing the calling for the dances ... 
there was a large attendance from Lafayette, Moraga 
and from Martinez ... a fine supper was served and the 
dance closed when the company joined in singing ‘We 
Won’t Go Home Till Morning’ and they did not.”
 The Alamo post office is the oldest one in the San 
Ramon Valley and began in 1852 with John Jones as 

postmaster. The mail carrier made a round trip 
from Martinez through Alamo to Mission 

San Jose twice a week, using a horse and 
cart.   
 The entire Valley was sometimes 
described as “Alamo” in the early days. 
The census of 1860, for example, 
included the valley in Township 2, 
which was grouped as the “Lafayette 
and Alamo Post Offices.” In 1856, 
when Bret Harte wrote letters from 
the Tassajara Valley, where he was 
a tutor, he headed the letters with the 
date and “Alamo,” which probably 

indicated the post office.
 Civilization in the form of church-

es, school and lodges began as families 
moved in. Alamo Masonic Lodge No. 122 

held its first meeting in 1858. Mary and John 
Jones were instrumental in establishing a grammar 

school, the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the 
Union Academy (a boarding and day high school).
 Alamo did not turn out to be “the metropolis of the 
future,” but in the 1850s it had the same natural beauty 
and the crucial location that residents take pride in today.

Sources: Virgie V. Jones’ book “Remembering 
Alamo ... and Other Things Along the Way”; J. P. 
Munro-Fraser’s “History of Contra Costa County” 
(1882); James Smith’s Recollections. 

Photo: Mary Ann Smith Jones, who lived to be 93, 
wrote “The Story of My Life” beginning when she was 
80.

—Beverly Lane, a longtime Danville resident, is curator of 
the Museum of the San Ramon Valley and co-author of “San 

Ramon Valley: Alamo, Danville, and San Ramon.”

O F  N O T E

New entrance to Danville
 Diablo Valley Bank broke ground May 3 for the 
construction of its new administrative and banking 
office at 387 Diablo Road in Danville, which will 
mark the entry to town for those turning west on 
Diablo Road off I-680.
 The new 9,000-square-foot headquarters will 
replace the branch on Railroad Avenue and the 
corporate office in Alamo. This was formerly the 
site of the old Coco’s Restaurant.

Two stride for hope
 Marianne Bordogna, a Danville Realtor, and 
Stacy Gilbert with Intero Real Estate Services 
participated in the Strides for Hope Marathon on 
Sunday, May 7, at the Avenue of the Giants in 
Humboldt County. The event was to raise money 
for the Wellness Community in Walnut Creek, 
which provides hope, education and support to 
people with cancer and their loved ones. Every 
program is offered free of charge.
 Bordogna was the event co-chair for a team of 
approximately 40 participants, which has raised 

more than $95,000. Anyone wishing to donate 
can contact her at 855-4025.

Students selected for arts 
training program
 Three San Ramon Valley residents are among 
12 from throughout Contra Costa County who 
will be honored May 31 as gifted and talented 
artists who have been selected to participate in 
an intensive pre-professional training program 
at the California Summer School for the Arts in 
Valencia.
 The arts scholars include Vicki Chen of San 
Ramon and a student at California High School, 
whose interest is dance; Lucy Liu of San Ramon, 
and Allison Long of Danville, both of whom attend 
Monte Vista High School. They are pursuing stud-
ies in vocal music.
 Honors will be bestowed upon the students dur-
ing a public ceremony, arranged by the Arts and 
Culture Commission of Contra Costa County, at 4 
p.m. in the chambers of the Board of Supervisors, 
651 Pine St, Martinez. The students will perform 
at the ceremony, and the event will be followed by 

H E L P I NG  TO  B U I L D
W E A LT H  T H R OUG H

C O N S E RVAT I V E
I N V E S T M E N T
S T R AT E G I E S

Brandon Day, Vice President – Investment Officer

2033 N. Main St. • Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925-746-7212 • 800-325-4049
brandon.day@wachoviasec.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
NOT INSURED BY FDIC OR ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY • MAY LOSE VALUE
NOT A DEPOSIT OF OR GUARANTEED BY A BANK OR ANY BANK AFFILIATE

Wachovia Securities, LLC, Member NYSE/SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate nonbank
affiliate of Wachovia Corporation. ©2006 Wachovia Securities, LLC 71792 3/06

Brandon Day’s 10 years of experience in

the investment business sets him apart from

the crowded field of financial advisors. He

offers individuals and businesses a unique

approach to asset management and quality

service. His experience in helping clients manage their port-

folios over a variety of market cycles provides investment

perspective not typically found in the industry. From arrang-

ing income-oriented portfolios to developing retirement

plans to helping clients seeking to build capital through

equity investments, Brandon Day is the person you can

come to for help. To learn more, call Brandon today at

925-746-7212 or 800-325-4049.

Sunny Day Special 

4.55%AAPY*
7-month CD

Pleasanton
465 Main Street 
(925) 484-5400

Livermore
1986 Second Street 

(925) 243-9600

San Ramon
2355 San Ramon Valley Blvd. 

(925) 855-3800

San Jose
1150-29 South Bascom Ave. 

(408) 275-7150

Service  Security  Success 

Member FDIC

*Rates quoted are Annual Percentage Yield (APY).   Interest is compounded daily.  Minimum CD deposit 
required to obtain this rate is $10,000.  This offer is for a limited time only.  The Bank reserves the right to 
change or cease this offer at its sole discretion any time without prior notice.  Penalty for early withdrawal. 
Offer expires June 15, 2006. 
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  Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

Parent photographers 
Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com of the best action shot from 
your child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember to 
include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.

Mike Conklin
925.548.2491
mconklin@InteroRealEstate.com

Danville  15 Railroad Avenue

A Team of One
Personal, Professional Real Estate Service

Serving Alamo, 
Blackhawk, 
Danville, Diablo 
and San Ramon

Featuring:
• Lowest Everyday Pricing in the Tri-Valley
• East Bay’s Largest Full Service wine shop.
• Gift Baskets & Wine Accessories
• A Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
• Four monthly wine clubs starting at just $20 a month

“Voted Best Wine Shop in the East Bay for 2004 & 2005”  
—Diablo Magazine

Wine Bar Open: Thursday, Friday & Saturday
www.thewinesteward.com

641 Main St. • Downtown Pleasanton  • 925-600-9463

Best of All
Over 70 Wines for Under $10

The Wine Steward

Third time’s the charm for Roadrunners
After being in the State Cup finals three times, the Mustang 

Tri-Valley Roadrunners won their first CYSA State Cup defeat-
ing the San Juan Spirits 88 from Sacramento, 3-2. They will 
represent Cal North at the Western Regionals in Boise, Idaho, 
at the end of June. Captains Melissa Buich and Adrian Samson 
(Monte Vista High School) and Lauren Huntley (San Ramon 
High School) handed out the first-place ribbons at the awards 
ceremony. Other team members are Christen Allen, Brittany 
Boehm, Annie Canalin, Christine Dixon, Katelin Hopping, Julie 
Kopp, Holli McGue, Rachel Ortega, Dana Perry, Elli Seo, Thea 
Sutton, Rochelle Van Buskirk, Katie Zasly, Laura Zasly and 
Jennifer Zenovich. The head coach is Greg Fish of Monte Vista; 
assistant coach is Amy Apodaca from Granada).

by Mike L. Mc Colgan

T he San Ramon Valley High 
School boys swim team won 
its fourth straight EBAL 

Championship, at the San Ramon 
Aquatic Center on Saturday. The 
Wolves scored 454 points, finish-
ing 32 points ahead of second-
place Foothill High.
 Senior Sheldon Gruendl led the 
Wolves, finishing first in the 100 
freestyle and third in the 50 freestyle. 
He also led the 200 freestyle team to 
victory. Gruendl has been on all four 
EBAL Championship teams.
 In the girls event, Monte Vista 
scored 538 points to top sec-
ond-place Foothill’s 447 to win 
the EBAL Championship. Paige 
Bradley and Kim Bierwith led the 
Mustangs to victory winning indi-
vidual events. Bierwith set a new 
meet record in the 50 freestyle with 
a time of 24.05, breaking a record 
of 24.36  set in 1985.

Baseball

 Monte Vista varsity baseball 
lost a close game to California, 
7-6, last Friday in a battle for first 
place in the EBAL. Monte Vista 
took a 4-1 lead but in the fourth 
inning Cal’s Jeff Johnson hit a 
grand slam homerun to make it 5-4. 
The Mustangs rallied back but Cal 
never relinquished the lead.
 The Mustangs are now 16-5 over-
all and 9-2 in the EBAL. California is 
17-3 overall and 9-1 in the EBAL.

Golf

 On Monday, the Monte Vista boys 
golf team finished in third place at 
the North Coast Section tournament 
held at Redwood Country Club 
in Fortuna. This earned them the 
right to advance to the California 

Interscholastic Federation Northern 
Regional Championships on May 
22 at Mira Vista Country Club in El 
Cerrito. The Mustangs shot a team 
score of 383 and finished behind 
second-place De La Salle, 379, and 
the winner Foothill, 370. 
 Chris Oki led the Mustangs 
with a score of 74. The top three 
teams and four low individu-
al players advanced to the State 
Championships next week.

Tennis

 Monte Vista boys tennis lost in 
the NCS finals at San Marin High 
School to Redwood-Larkspur, 6-1, 
on Saturday. Both Redwood and 
Monte Vista will now advance 
to the California Interscholastic-
Federation playoffs May 19-20 at 
the Fremont Tennis Center. ■

 E-mail your results to sports@
DanvilleWeekly.com or fax 837-
8454.

San Ramon swimmers win 
4th straight EBAL Championship

Lady Mustang Kim Bierwith sets new meet record in 50 freestyle

Senior Loan Consultant, VP
Call Lori at (925) 461-6959
lsmith@rpm-mortgage.com

30 West Neal St. Suite 105, Pleasanton

Can you close your purchase 
in 15 days or less?
You can if you call Lori Smith!

Where same-day approvals, underwriting, drawing 
docs & funding is all done in house.

Friday, May 19

Baseball
Monte Vista vs. San Ramon Valley, 
3:45 p.m.
Boys Tennis
CIF/MORCAAL Team Championships, 
May 19-20

P R E P  S C H E D U L E

Your hometown newspaper 
away from home.
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115 Announcements
Chronic Pain Support Group

Pregnant?
Considering Adoption? Talk with caring
people specializing in matching birth-
mothers with families nationwide.
Expenses Paid. Toll free 24/7 Abby’s
One True Gift Adoptions 1-866-413-
6292 (Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes &
Instruction
A career in medical
Assisting can be yours with training from
UEI. 6 convenient locations. Call now to
start training for your new career. 1-877-
354-2031. www.uei4you.com (Cal-
SCAN)

A Massage Therapy
Career! UEI. El Monte, Huntington Park,
Los Angeles, Ontario, San Bernardino,
Van Nuys. Not all programs available at
all campuses. 1-877-354-2031;
www.uei4you.com (Cal-SCAN)

A Medical, Dental, Business
or Computer Career can be yours with
training from UEI. 6 Convenient
Locations. Call now! 1-877-354-2031.
www.uei4you.com (Cal-SCAN)

AUSTRALIAN PIANO METHOD

MUSIC CAMP FOR KIDS

Quality College
Culinary Careers. AOS in Culinary Arts.
www.FresnoChef.com 1-866-373-Chef.
Low tuition. Low housing. Culinary Chef
Certs. Programs Accredited by ACF.
(Cal-SCAN)

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS

for all ages
Try something new for Spring! 

Call Benneta Heaton 
(925) 820-1169 

~ located in Danville ~

MUSIC CAMP FOR KIDS

PIANO LESSONS - SAVE $40

Private Piano Lessons - $25/half h

135 Group Activities
Come knit with us!

Fibromyalgia Arthritis Support

Want to throw an Avon Party? - $0

155 Pets
Chinese Crested Puppies
5 Adorable Chinese Crested Puppies
for sale!1000/ea.
Call 805-708-2969 or Email
caroli36@yahoo.com 

Flea Meds. healthfulpets.com

MISSING/LOST CAT
Sassy has been missing from Second
Street in Pleasanton since late Monday
night, May 8. She is a mature, long-hair
orange cat with some white on neck,
stomach and paws and has beautiful
green eyes. She was not wearing a col-
lar/tags. She is normally very shy and
doesn’t like strangers. Contact 925-998-
1964. Reward.

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Cadillac VERY LOW MILEAGE 1999
ElDorado - 13,500
Chevrolet 1975 C10 Truck
w./Camper shell
Original 454 engine runs well. Original
owner no longer drives so must sell.
$2750 or b/o.
Chrysler 1995 Town & Country
Fully loaded, V6 3.8 liter, 140K, prem.
sound w/cass., good cond., runs great.
$3,300 obo (925)548-4517 

Honda 2000 Civic EX - $10,950
Police 1990 Impounds
$500! police Impounds! Cars, Trucks
and SUVs from $500! For listings 800-
749-4260 xN278 $500

Volkswagen 2001 Golf GLS 2.0L 4DR
Stick - $10200
Volkswagon Convertible 1979 Beetle -
$6000. obo
VW 1985 Vanagon Westfalia Camper -
$11,500

210 Garage/Estate
Sales

FLEA MARKET / FUND RAISER
Saturday, May 20th, 8am-2pm.

No Early Birds!!
Lynnewood United Methodist Church,
4444 Black Ave (across from Aquatic

Center). All proceeds to fund the Sierra
Service Project trip to 

Pendleton, OR to help the Cayuse,
Umatilla and Walla Walla tribes. For
more info about the Sierra Service 

Project call Sara Ardell, 
Project Coordinator 

925-462-7479 or visit: 
www.sierraserviceproject.org/

HUGE 40 Family Garage Sale
Sat 5/20 8am-1pm 

Pleasanton YMCA Preschool 
Corner of First & Bernal

Pleasanton, 1913 Fiorio Circle, May
20, 8-2
Neighborhood Garage Sale - Danbury
Park - Fiorio & Moller Sts. 8-2, May 20th.
Pleasanton, 3264 Clifford Cir, 5/20,
8:30-1
Pleasanton, 4444 Black Avenue, May
20, 8:00am - 2:00pm
Pleasanton, 527 Tannet Court, May
20, 8-4
Moving Sale. Men,women, & teen girl
clothes. Lawn mower.Items from every
room. Cabinets,book shelves.More!No
early birds,please.

220 Computers/
Electronics
Mobile Phone and Laptop - $00
Small Office Telephone System - $
Negotiab

230 Freebies

240 Furnishings/
Household items

Neuton electric Lawn Mower $250.00

Drop Leaf Table - $800
Drop Leaf Table - $700
Free 3 gal flush toilet - 0
girls computer desk/hutch - 150.00
Plantation Shutters - $150
Upright Freezer - $75
Washer and Dryer - $150.00

245 Miscellaneous
55 gal. pond liner - $40.00 OBO

Full size table saw $50 
925-837-4125

Hunt Elk, Red Stag
Buffalo, Whitetail. Guaranteed License
$5.00. Season 8/25/06-03/31/07. We
have a No Game-No Pay policy. Book
now! Days 1-314-209-9800, Evenings 1-
314-293-0610. (Cal-SCAN)
NEW MARVIN WINDOWS - $180.00 ea
PartyTime 69 - Swinger Resources
Steel Buildings. Factory
Deals. Save $$$. 40x60’ to 100x200’.
Example: 50x100x12’= $3.60/sq ft. 1-
800-658-2885 www.RigidBuilding.com
(Cal-SCAN)
Swing LifeStyle

250 Musical
Instruments
Keyboard/bench/stand $99 
925-461-9085

A POWER WHEELCHAIR
*new* at NO COST!! $0 Call for Free
Info 800-350-7033

OPEN
6 DAYS
A WEEK

Truck &
Auto Parts

Domestic & Import

846-1030
(925)

32 California Ave (1 Blk Off Stanley)
PLEASANTON

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 AM-6 PM
SATURDAY 8 AM-5PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

SHOCK ABSORBERS

Selling a car?
Advertise for FREE

List it on fogster.com

no minimum lines, 
no minimum dollars

include photos

Harry’s 
Auto

Repair
183-A Wyoming St

Pleasanton CA 94566

$25
with coupon

925-462-3237
SPECIAL
SMOG

INSPECTION
+ $8.25
   CERT

Ford 2003 Thunderbird
Just under 6000 miles, garaged and
well maintained includes all the extras
including garage hoist for hard top. V-
8 engine and 5 speed automatic with
saddle interior. $32500.00

For Sale
* DEADLINE *

The Pleasanton/Danville Weekly
Classifi ed Advertising

deadline is:

Tuesday 12 Noon
through the business offi ce

925-600-0840 x12

Tuesday 11:59 PM
through Fogster.com 

Avoid the last-minute rush -
Place your ad early! 

Bulletin
Board

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

PHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique
Web site offering FREE
postings from communities
throughout the Bay Area
and an opportunity for your
ad to appear in the
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to fog-
ster.com, day or night and
get your ad started imme-
diately online. Most listings
are free print ad in our
Peninsula newspapers with
the option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are Business Services and
Employment ads, which
include a web listing
charge. Home services
and Mind & Body Services,
require contact with a
Customer Sales
Representative.
So, the next time you
have an item to sell,
barter, give away or buy,
get the perfect combina-
tion: print ads in your
local newspapers, reach-
ing more than 35,000
readers, and unlimited
free Web postings reach-
ing hundreds of thousands
additional people!

INDEX
■ BULLETIN BOARD

100-155
■ FOR SALE

200-270
■ KIDS STUFF

330-355
■ JOBS

510-585
■ BUSINESS

SERVICES
600-690

■ HOME
SERVICES
700-799

■ FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims or
consequential damages due to errors.
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume
responsibility for the claims or performance
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing
Co. reserves the right to refuse, edit or
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion
without prior notice.

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!
Danville Weekly

C
atherine H
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ush

Pick me!
This cute terrier mix that’s trying to get your attention is a
1-1/2-year-old, neutered male named “Brody.” He is 24
pounds of playful pup. Brody is very friendly and he loves
people. He should get along well with cats if introduced to
them properly. Brody is working on his “sit” skills and
doing quite well according to his dog trainers at the
SPCA. You may visit Brody (pet #8262) and his many
friends at the Tri-Valley SPCA adoption center, 4651
Gleason Dr., Dublin, open Wednesday and Thursday from
1-8 p.m. and Friday-Sunday 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Call 479-9670
or visit www.eastbayspca.org.

Pet of the Week

SMOG INSPECTION
$25 + $8.25 CERT

EPPS TEST ONLY CENTER
925-462-1097
No Appointments Necessary!

183-B Wyoming St., Pleasanton • Mon-Sat 9-5

with
coupon( )Special

You Can Find It Here!

fogster.com



260 Sports &
Exercise Equipment
14’ trampoline - $250.00 OB
Lacrosse Wall/Rebounder - $80.00

Urband Rebounder Indoor
Trampoline 925-648-2277

330 Child Care
Offered

Do U Need Afterschool Childcare? -
$10/hr
Grandmother For P/T Childcare
P/T Summer Childcare
Tanis Daycare 426-5025

340 Child Care
Wanted

Live-in Nanny/mother’s helper
needed

needed for Menlo Park family.
(650)326-7926

P/T Nanny (morn/after school) - $15-
18/hr

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING
Violin Lessons

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
ADVENTURES SUMMER MUSIC CAMP
Hacienda School
Writing Camp in PA & Pleasanton

355 Items for Sale
Bellini Glide Rocker - $50
Graco Travel System Stroller - $50.00
NEW MEDELA ADVANCED BREAST
PUMPS - $265.00

500 Help Wanted
Agents Wanted!
Sell Reverse Mortgages to Senior
Citizens. No license required. Will train.
Full time. Commission position only.
Earn $100,000+yr, marketing system.
Call 1-877-931-3638 for details. (Cal-
SCAN)

CASE MANAGER
Community based, progressive, non-profit
seeks respectful individual to provide gap
coverage, coordinator, teach life skills to

adults w/developmental disabilities
throughout Alameda County. FTMon-Fri

9am-7pm flex, $14-$15, excellent 
benefits. Must be willing to drive own

car. Please submit cover 
letter/resume to Tamy: 

tratto@eastbayinnovations.com 
or fax (510) 618-1570.

DRIVERS
Increased Starting Rate! $500 Sign-On

Bonus! CT/JWA have Local P&D/
dedicated road positions: Hayward.

Dedicated
routes/schedules/excellent income!

Home Daily/No Weekends! Local-$19/hr
starting-$22.50 top pay! Road-$.46/mi

starting-$.51/mi top pay! $17/hr 
starting dock work-$20.50 top pay!
Vacation/Holiday Pay! Health/401K

Benefits!
CDL-A w/Hazmat/Doubles. 

12 mos exp req. 
What are you waiting for? 

Recruiting: 800-331-1176
email: jwacorp@yahoo.com

DRIVERS
Drive BIG Trucks
Make BIG Bucks!

Exp’d & Inexp’d. 
CDL Training!

Excellent Equipment - Company or
Lease Program!
866-887-4937

Earn Money While Doing Something
Important

Growing, progressive non-profit 
supported living agency is looking for 
open-minded, positive and responsible
people for direct support positions for

individuals with disabilities.
- Overnight support provides asleep
support on Sunday nights through 

Thursday nights & direct support on
Monday through Friday AM 

in Livermore or Oak.
- Direct support for persons in Berk,
Oak, Emeryville, San Leandro, Dublin,

Pleasanton and Livermore. 
Pay starts at $11.50-12.05/hr: 

traditional and flexible
schedules available. All training is paid.

Medical benefits for PT and full 
benefits for FT. 

Send resume & cover letter to: 
eastbayinnovationsjobs@

yahoo.com
or fax to (510) 618-1570 attn:SLS

Heating/A.C. Trainee
Paid OJ Training. Medical, Dental, Ed.
Pkg. +. Good physical condition. Max
age 34. Min. H.S. Grads. 1-800-345-
6289. (Cal-SCAN)

JOB COACH
Begin a rewarding career as a Job
Coach with a progressive non-profit 

providing support, advocacy and on-the-
job training to individuals with 

disabilities. Must have a car w/ins and
excellent organizational, communication

and problem solving skills. PT or FT
$12-$13/hr DOE with 

excellent benefits. Send resume and
cover letter to Lori via email at: 

ebiemployment@yahoo.com or fax
to (510) 618-1570.

WEEKEND ON-CALL PERSON 
NEEDED

Growing, progressive non-profit 
supported living agency is looking for 

open-minded, positive, responsible 
person to provide direct support for

persons with disabilities. Weekend on-
call staff carries the emergency 

phone from 5pm Friday until 9am on
Monday & responds to any emergency
situations (usually staffing issues). The

position pays a $200 flat-rate per 
weekend for carrying the e-phone plus
$14.50/hr for any time answering any
calls, organizing support, or working
shifts. On-call staff must be able to
work while carrying the e-phone.

Possession of a valid California driver’s
license w/a driving record that meets
agency standards, auto insurance &

access to a vehicle are also required.
Send resume&cl to: 

eastbayinnovationsjobs@
yahoo.com or fax 

(510) 618-1570 ATTN: SLS

WOMEN
Get paid while you workout!

Ladies Workout Express in Pleasanton
is looking for an energetic, fun and
upbeat person to join their team. 
Fitness and sales experience very 

helpful but will train the right person. 
Please email resume to: 

lwepleasanton@sbcglobal.net
or call Sharon 925-462-2228

550 Business
Opportunities
A cash cow!!
90 Vending Machine units/30 locations.
Entire Business - $10,970. Hurry! 1-800-
836-3464. (Cal-SCAN)

Advertise your home,
Property or Business for sale in 125
community newspapers in California.
Reach over 3 million readers for only
$1,500. Call this participating newspa-
per and ask about the Statewide Display
ad program, or visit www.cal-scan.com
(Cal-SCAN)
Advertise Your Job Opening
in 200+ newspapers in California. Reach
over 6 million readers for only $500.
Call this participating newspaper and
ask about the Statewide Classified Ad
program or visit www.cal-scan.com (Cal-
SCAN)
All cash candy route.
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own
local candy route. Includes 30 machines
and candy. All for $9,995. MultiVend,
LLC 880 Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY
11729. 1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)
Are you making
$1,710 per week? All cash vending
routes with prime locations available
now! Under $9,000 investment required.
Call Toll Free (24-7) 1-800-276-5584.
(Cal-SCAN)

Start your own
Landscape Curbing Business- High
Demand. Low Overheads. High Profit.
Training Available. Priced from $12,000.
1-800-667-5372. www.EdgeMaster.net
(Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment
Information
Attention Class - A
Truck Drivers and Owner Operators:
Regional runs in AZ, CA & NV. Make the
move to McKelvey. Call 1-800-410-
6255. (Cal-SCAN)
Driver- Experienced &
Trainees Needed. Earn up to $40k+ next
year. No experience required. $0 down.
CDL Training Available. Central
Refrigerated 1-800-521-9277 x4779.
(Cal-SCAN)
Drivers. Regional. Dedicated.
Great pay! Call 866-333-8801. For CDL
training, call Swift Driving Academy,
866-333-8801 x17628. Financing avail-
able. Classes start every Wednesday.
Reference #163. EOE. (Cal-SCAN)
Truck Drivers.
Great Pay. Benefits. No Class A license
needed. Will Train. 1-866-257-1922.
(Cal-SCAN)

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

605 Antiques & Art
Restoration

615 Computers
APPLE-MAC SPECIALIST
Repair l Upgrade l Network
Cable/DSL Internet Setup 

Digital Audio/Video/Photography 
Call Justin (925) 487-8933

624 Financial
Immediate Cash!!
US Pension Funding pays cash now for 8
years of your future pension payments.
Call 800-586-1325 for a FREE, no-obli-
gation estimate. www.uspensionfund-
ing.com (Cal-SCAN)

628 Graphics

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

659 Sewing/Tailoring

715 Cleaning
Services

A+ / ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING
Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603

BETTY’S OFFICE CLEANING
Affordable ~ Reliable 
17 Yrs Experience 

Cleaning schedule as you require!
925-497-8369

Licensed & Bonded 
Lic# 5002770

CR’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE
“Professional Service with the

Personal Touch”
COMPLETE CLEANING

Weekly * Bi-Weekly * Monthly
$10 off w/first cleaning

(925) 785-1967

MARTHA’S CLEANING SERVICE
- All Types of Cleaning -

Move In/Out Our Specialty!
10 Yrs Exp ~ Dependable, Quality

Service
925-997-4669

MERRY MAIDS
One Less Thing To Worry About

We are insured, bonded &
tailored to meet your needs

925-462-0991

719 Remodeling/
Additions

726 Decor & Drapery

730 Electrical

737 Fences & Gates

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

THOR LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod & Sprinkler

Installation, Fence & Deck
Repair,Waterfalls and Fountains

Licensed ~ Bonded 
Call 510-329-5091

www.thorlandscaping.com

751 General
Contracting

J.A. Bristow General Contractor
Commercial & Residential

Repair & Remodel
No job too small ~ 22 Yrs Exp

510-329-5034 (c)

757 Handyman/
Repairs

A+ HANDYMAN SERVICES
- Serving the Danville area -

Exceptional Service Guaranteed!
Call 925-785-7652

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE

Yard & Garage clean-up / Dump runs
Appliance and Furniture removal

Tree and Shrub trimming & removal
Tree Experts!

Low Rates / Free Estimates
925 899-5655

New Leaf
Landscape

Maintenance
Weekly/Biweekly

Call for a 
prompt competitive bid

925-846-4485

MARTIN’S GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE

Good Refs -10 yrs Exp 
Reasonable rates 

~ Free estimates ~
$25 per visit monthly basis

925-768-4528

Borg
Redwood
Fences

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully insured P.L. & P.D. • State Lic. #771763

FREE
Estimates

Insurance Work
“Unsurpassed Quality at Reasonable Prices”

426-9620
www.borgfence.com

Fences • Decks • Retaining Walls
Arbors • Heritage Vinyl Fencing

PHONE SERVICE - Protech
Residential Telephone Service

Free Estimates / Senior Discounts
Day & Eve. Appointments
Scott 925-588-5436

CHANGING SPACES
by Jill Denton

One-Day Interior Redesign,
Decorating,Home Staging, Faux

Painting,Design & Color
Consultations

www.jilldenton.com 
(925) 998-7747

REMODELING CONTRACTOR
Additions, bathrooms, windows,

doors, interior trim, whole house.
A+ References ~ Insured

Lic# 503716
Dan (925) 575-1892

NEW LOOK
Cultured Marble & Onyx
Natural & Cultured Stone
- Kitchens & Bathrooms -

FREE ESTIMATES
Visit our showroom by Appointment

~ Contractors Welcome ~
Ask for Carlos
Owner / Installer

1-877-377-BATH
CA Contractor Lic #654587

HEIER CONSTRUCTION
Specializing In

Additions / Remodels / Plumbing
Electrical / ADA / Accessibility

925-989-3809
www.heierconstruction.com

30 yrs Livermore resident
Lic#837402

NATALIE’S HOUSECLEANING
$15/hr - 3 hr. minimum

MOVE-OUTS
($20 / hr - 3 hr. min)

* Pleasanton area only ! *
12 Yrs Exp ~ References

Mon-Fri Call btwn 
9:30am-6:30pm only

925-371-6842

IMPECCABLE INTERIORS
“We Tailor Our Service To Your

Needs”
Specializing in 

Move Ins / Move Outs
~ 14 Years Experience ~

www.impeccableinteriors.com
925-736-9600

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE
Honest / Dependable / Thorough
Move In/Out, Weekly/Bi-Weekly 
~Licensed~Insured~Exc Refs 

925-339-6411 or 640-3845

Andrea’s Cleaning Serice
Personalized Cleaning Home & Apartments
Quality Work, Dependable & Affordable 
Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly—as you need!
*Serving Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin*
Refs Avail / Free Estimates / 10 Yrs Exp

Call 925-339-2461

Home
Services

Custom Designed
Sewing Work

Alterations, Draperies, Bedding,
Pillows, Cushions, Embroidery 

and More!   References available.

Contact Lina,  925-249-1298

Fabulous Friends

Licensed & Bonded

sbnbart@comcast.net

A Pet Sitting Service

Nicki Bartels
925.989.4586

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

Ken Cook
“I Make House Calls!”

M-F 8am-8pm/Wknds & Hols 9am-6pm
Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training

More info/rates: http://come.to/pc-medic
Lic #011068

Member: PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS?
Over 18 years experience in 
all aspects of bookkeeping.
No job too big or too small!

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

Business
Services

NANNIES NEEDED!!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!

$13-18/hr
A Nanny Connection

925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

Interior Designer
Experienced designer for Danville
firm. FAX resume. 925-837-0273.

HOUSECLEANERS NEEDED
Good Wages ~ Weekly Pay
Ideal Hours ~ Paid Mileage

Car, CDL & insurance are necessary
Call Merry Maids / Pleasanton 

(925) 462-0991

Jobs

CLUB FUN SUMMER CAMP
Swimming, hiking, field trips, games,

gardening, baking, trips to library,
daily educational time, and more! 

7:00 am - 5:30 pm, M - F 
Ages 6 - 12, max 8 kids 

Call 462-4772, Pleasanton

Kid’s
Stuff

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information
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Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

– Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only –



761 Masonry/Brick

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

PERFECTION PAINTING 
& WALLPAPERING

Free Estimates & Low Rates!
(925) 485-3545 or 699-5800

CA Lic. #040142

775 Asphalt/
Concrete

790 Roofing

793 Solar
PACIFIC SOLAR ENERGY

Is your pool ready for summer? 
Call for a free Solar Heater estimate. 

pacsolarenergy.com 
Lic. 872167 

925-218-8969

799 Windows

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Livermore Condo Bradywalsh.com, 1
BR/1 BA - $975

Stop Paying Rent!
Own Your Own Home. Free Special
Report. www.FindMyLoanOnline.com
(Cal-SCAN)

--803Duplex
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1350

805 Homes for Rent

Dublin Homes For Rent Bradywalsh.com,
3 BR/2 BA

Pleasanton Homes For Rent
Bradywalsh.com, 3 BR/2 BA

Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $2195

San Ramon Homes For Rent
Bradywalsh.com, 3 BR/2 BA

815 Rentals Wanted

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale

1 BDRM CONDO
Why pay the landlord when you can cre-
ate equity by owning this large, highly
upgraded, 1 bedroom condo. See it at

www.bobhepplehomes.com 
or call Agent (925) 989-0722

Dublin, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $1,259,950

Livermore 3270sf (gothouse.com), 5+
BR/4+ BA - $1129000

Livermore, 3 BR/2 BA - $569,000

Livermore, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $1,124,000

Northstar Village Condo (new), 3
BR/3 BA
Spectacular New Luxury Condo in the
new Northstar Village, 3 bedroom, 3
bath, approx. 1600 s.f. w/Tahoe
Mountain Club Membership available.
(925) 837-2315

Pleasanton, 2 BR/1 BA
Completely Remodeled-Everything New!
Walk to downtown Pleasanton. 1 yr.
lease-$1500 Deposit.Garden setting-pri-
vate fenced yard. Comm pool. Avail now.
Call Tonni Chandler 925-251-2556
$1595.00

Pleasanton, 5+ BR/3.5 BA - $1,995,000

San Ramon Bradywalsh.com, 3 BR/2 BA
- $439999

Zero Down Payment.
Sell Reverse Mortgages to Senior
Citizens. No license required. Will train.
Full time. Commission position only.
Earn $100,000+yr, marketing system.
Call 1-877-931-3638 for details. (Cal-
SCAN)

830 Commercial/
Income Property
Great Investment
2 bd/1 bth w/dwntwn Wlnt Crk view.
Investment/fixer-upper. Private yet quick
access to Irn Hrse Trl, Brdwy Plz, Kaiser.
Holly Bruce 487.8389 $680000

840 Vacation
Rentals/Time Shares

ENGLAND - Cotswolds
450 year old cottage. Most beautiful 
village imaginable! House in Prince

Charles architecture book. $900/week
Call 925-362-0686

It’s Time for Lake Tahoe!
A relaxing vacation in Tahoe could make
your summer complete. Incline Village

is the perfect spot!
3 Bd / loft / 2.5 Ba. Totally equipped.

Call 925-484-0316

Timeshare Resales:
The Cheapest way to buy, sell and rent
Timeshares. No commissions or Broker
fees. Call 1-800-640-6886 or go to
www.BuyATimeshare.com (Cal-SCAN)

845 Out of Area
NOVA SCOTIA

260 feet ocean frontage, road, across
from small village w/colorful dock, huge

glacial boulders. $24,000.
Call 925-362-0686

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
A Dream Find -
20 Acres - Reduced $129,900. Near
Tehachapi. Fresh mountain air and pic-
ture perfect views. Streams and oaks.
Ideal for horses, country getaway, or to
buy and hold. Financing. Call owner 1-
888-821-5253. (Cal-SCAN)

Arizona - 1st Time Offer.
Wickenburg area 36AC - $459,900.
Stunning ranch with amazing views.
Diverse topography, abundant ground
water. Great for horses, private retreat
or buy & hold. subdividable. E-Z terms.
Call AZLR 1-866-516-4868. (Cal-SCAN)

Fish Lake Valley, NV.
New to Market. 7ac Trout Stream
$27,900; 11ac Trout Stream $49,900
(Abuts BLM). Eastern slope of White
Mtns, Within looming presence of
Nevada’s highest peak and range. Snow
covered year round. Providing cool,
clean water that feeds the Rainbow Trout
Creek which borders the entire back
boundary. One of a kind! Inspiring, must
see. Call 1-888-581-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico Land
1.6 acres to 21,000 acres. Ranch, farm,
horse, or recreational. Various locations.
Various prices. Some with seller financ-
ing. Homestead Realty 505-788-2429
www.HomesteadNM.com (Cal-SCAN)

Pleas. 1 Acre Lot 925-417-0806 -
$975,000

RV PARKING
with full hook-ups available at

The Alameda County Fairgrounds
Call 925-426-7600
STORAGE SPACE

for RV’s, boats & cars available at
The Alameda County Fairgrounds

Call 925-426-7600
TRUCKEE lot w/approved plans
Private Lot in Truckee, w/ approved
plans for 3 bdrm w/den or 4th bdrm, 3
ba. 3,500+ sq. ft. home w/private back-
yard, lot approx. 15,451 sq. ft.,
$425,000 (925)837-2315

Wild West Ranch.
So. Colorado. 60 AC - $49,900.
Outstanding rocky mountain views!
Elec/Tele included. Get away for a week-
end or a lifetime! Low down payment
with excellent financing! Call Today! 1-
866-696-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate
Services

ABSOLUTELY STUNNING HOME! -
$1,124,000

Buyers: LOOK at www.gotHouse.com -
$ZERO COST

FREE Home Valuation

FREE list of available homes

HOME AMONG THE VINEYARDS! -
$1,124,000

Livermore Realtor BradyWalsh.com

Mobile Notary (925) 699-5794

New Fleetwood Manufactured
Homes! In all age/senior communities
from $97,950 (#8480) and Homes for
private land. We won’t be undersold!
Modular Lifestyles, Inc. 1-800-842-
4421. (Cal-SCAN)

Pleasanton BradyWalsh.com

Property Management Brady Walsh

Real Estate Agent Brady Walsh

Real Estate Auction
May 18, 2006. Developer’s Dream,
Residential Land, 78.63 Acres San Diego
County, Minutes from Pechanga Resort.
For Info: www.AuctionsPluss.com 
1-800-99AUCTION 1-714-539-1297 
(Cal-SCAN)

Real Estate BradyWalsh.com

WARNING - Paying Rent is Hazardo

Western New Mexico.
Private 74 acre Ranch $129,990.
Mountain views, trees, rolling hills, pas-
tureland, wildlife, borders BLM.
Picturesque homesite at 6,700’ eleva-
tion. Horseback riding, hiking, hunting.
Perfect ranch, electricity. 100% financ-
ing. NALC 1-866-365-4122. (Cal-SCAN)

FIND OUT WHAT
Your Home is Worth On-Line

Visit:
www.TriValleyHomeEvaluation.com

Keller Williams Realty

UCB Real Estate

Ed Antenucci
owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I’ll Listen!

Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience & 
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

HOME BUYERS
View Hot

New Listings
Visit:

www.FreeNewProperties.com
Keller Williams Realty

DISTRESS SALES
BANK FORECLOSURES

FIXER UPPERS
FREE LIST/PICTURES

WWW.LETSMOVETO
CONTRACOSTACOUNTY.COM

OR 24 HR RECORDED INFO
800-790-1548 ID #1042

BUY A HOME
with Zero Cash

No Money Down!
Visit:

www.BuyThisHomeZeroDown.com
Keller Williams Realty

WANTED: HOME TO RENT
in Walnut Grove School area.
Wonderful family of three looking for a
3 or 4 bedroom home with a yard.
Available to rent now, please call
(925)846-Finn(3466)

Danville, 3 BR/2 BA
3Br, 2Ba, 2 car garage in Crow
Canyon Country Club, 1600sq foot,
24 hour security, Gated, Just renovat-
ed, Available 6/1, No pets/No smok-
ing, (925) 699-4331 $2300/mont

Real
Estate

FENTON CONSTRUCTION
Window & Door Sales / Installation

Entry Systems, Interior Doors,
Moulding & More

925.837.7213 Lic# 669736

Oakridge
Roofi ng

Family owned & operated 
with over 30 years of experience

Bus & Fax
(925) 484-2639

All Roof Types
New Roofs • Roof Repairs • Gutters
Emergency Leaks (24 hr availability)

Roof Maintenance Programs
for Commercial Buildings

A+ CONCRETE
510-677-2659
510-282-2413

Professional Block & Concrete
Block & Retaining Walls * Driveways

Patio Slabs * Stamped Concrete
Brick * Flagstone * Pavers 

Drainage * Foundations
Lic# 726956

18 Yrs. Family Owned & Operated

Quality Interior & Exterior

PAINTING
by CAMBRIDGE
925-462-0655

LIC#747906

BRICK MASON

Four Generations Handed Down
Brick • Block • Tile
Stone • Concrete

Small job expert Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 456-5751

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

No phone
number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information
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Get more hits online 
with print

Furniture, music, electronics, pets, tickets, sporting goods, 

household items, autos, freebies and more!



 This week’s data represents 
homes sold during April 2006

Danville
19 Alamo Springs Court 
Corrie Development to R. & W. 
Linney for $950,000
111 Benjamin Lane S.
Ghoreishi to B. Slepko for 
$1,420,000
318 Borel Lane K. Mo to 
Kahn Trust for $495,000
9 Creekledge Court R.
& T. Auster to N. Exline for 
$1,900,000
4039 Eagle Nest Lane Gray
Trust to D. Brandenburg for 
$1,309,000
80 Glasgow Circle J. Stone to 
J. & N. Alfaro for $900,000
533 Knollwood Court P. 
Shrivastava to T. & M. Akright 
for $1,160,000
449 Liverpool Street K. & 
K. Key to G. & R. Franklin for 
$1,449,000
1834 North Forest Hill Place 
Sagers Trust to T. Albrigo for 
$719,000
20 Panorama Court J. & 
M. Gantenbein to Pearson & 
Williams Limited for $1,299,500
4170 Rockcreek Drive Victa 
Trust to R. & L. Baraceros for 
$1,050,000
515 Silver Lake Drive 
Schmitz Trust to M. Mohler for 
$725,000

25 West Brightwood Lane 
R. & K. Hunt to J. Sims for 
$2,320,000
523 Zephyr Circle V. Housen 
to R. Douros for $980,000

Alamo
255 Eagle Court K. & B. 
Collins to B. Crowder for 
$2,750,000
1859 Piedras Circle R. & K. 
Bleier to Nakazato Trust for 
$1,475,000

Walnut Creek
1315 Alma Avenue #162 
Alpine of Alma Development 
to D. & D. Messerschmitt for 
$464,000
1315 Alma Avenue #212 
Alpine of Alma Development to 
M. Cuddihy for $568,000
1315 Alma Avenue #232 
Alpine of Alma Development to 
M. & S. Hensley for $497,000
1315 Alma Avenue #236 
Alpine of Alma Development to 
J. Oneal for $274,000
1125 Avenida Sevilla #1B 
Bert Trust to Boex Trust for 
$599,000
1305 Boulevard Way #211 J.
Giammara to T. Courtenay for 
$310,000
513 Chandon Court B.
Sovereign to S. Thompson for 
$575,000
542 Churchill Downs Court 
Haines Trust to P. Malone for 
$542,000
3324 Citrus Avenue Veitch 
Trust to Go Trust for $850,000
1889 Countrywood Court 
J. Bryant to E. & S. Wiezel for 

$585,000
2127 Dunblane Court L. Kim 
to J. Rietman for $990,000
14 Jolie Lane S. & L. 
Loughran-Smith to A. & T. Edell 
for $905,000
1212 Juanita Drive L. & S. 
Krasky to J. Lindemuth for 
$830,000
55 Normandy Lane P. Duran 
to J. Consos for $700,000
2550 Oak Road #212 
Bridgeport Commons to L. 
Fleming for $387,500
67 Orchard Estates Drive C.
& B. Amacker to J. & C. Walsh 
for $1,150,000
518 Persimmon Road S. & 
A. Stone to D. & E. Schrag for 
$875,000
2978 Putnam Boulevard 
R. Schulze to R. Abanto for 
$779,000
1646 San Miguel Drive San
Miguel Drive Venture to L. 
Maxey for $440,000
1565 Siskiyou Drive 
M. Severe to R. Seely for 
$585,000
2402 Stirrup Court 
Weckesser Trust to B. & K. 
Lebovitz for $852,500
3352 Terra Granada Drive 
#1A E. & E. Smith to J. & D. 
Starr for $815,000
696 Whippoorwill Court 
Z. Ismail to S. Ghorban for 
$770,500
1919 Ygnacio Valley Road 
#24 B. Hamidi to G. Sanchez 
for $392,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource

  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Danville
Total sales reported: 14
Lowest sale reported: 
$495,000
Highest sale reported: 
$2,320,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,191,179

Alamo
Total sales reported: 2
Lowest sale reported: 
$1,475,000
Highest sale reported: 
$2,750,000
Average sales reported: 
$2,112,500

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 24
Lowest sale reported: 
$274,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,150,000
Average sales reported: 
$655,646

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during April 2006

CAROLYN DEGNAN

Office 925.314.1111 |    Direct 925.963.8938

carolyn@apr.com

Work with an agent who knows the 

terrain and keeps your goals in view. 

Call Carolyn … she’ll steer you in the 

right direction.

O P E N H O M E  G U I D E  F O R M
LIST YOUR OPEN HOME HERE

FAX TO: (925) 600-9559
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY 10 A.M.

OR E-MAIL TO :
OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com

LIST YOUR OPEN HOME FOR FREE!

Space available 
only basis

Ron Pratt REALTOR®

Local Area Specialist
   Personalized Service…
     Professional Results

(925) 838-4024 Offi  ce Direct

      (925) 997-2224 Cell

ron@ronpratt.com

If you or someone you know 
is thinking of buying, selling 

or relocating in the near future, 
please contact Ron.

Ron loves referrals!!!

www.ronpratt.com

313 Sycamore Valley Road-West
Danville, CA 94526
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NorthPoint Real Estate Investment Services 
Presents Our Exclusive

6200 Stoneridge Mall Rd., #210, Pleasanton, CA 94588 (925) 600-1000 tel  (866) 784-7646 toll-free

Realtor Star AllianceTM

A No-Cost, Turn-Key Marketing Program For Realtors

Increase your income

Build your database
Generate new business

Increase your visibility 

all at no cost to you!

This program is for a limited and select group of realtors that want to help their clients build
wealth through intelligent real estate investing. NorthPoint will supply you

with a total marketing solution to promote you to the clients in your database.

It’s easy, and with every referral you will receive twenty-five percent
of the buyer agent’s commission!

To find out more, please call Patti LoCoco, Senior Vice President, 
Corporate Development at (925) 600-1000.

25%Revenue By Referral
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6349 Gatwick Ct., Dublin. Coming Soon

668 Greylyn Dr., San Ramon. Open 1-5 Sat/Sun
A beautiful contemporary home in the 
popular PONDEROSA village. Original owner. 
Built in 1997. Great school and beautiful 
neighborhood. 4 bedrooms + office loft, 
2.5 baths, 2109 sqft, 2 car garage. Formal 
living room, dining area, family room with 
fire place, large and open kitchen with eat-in 
nook, island, and recessed lighting. Solid 
hardwood floor. Dual pane windows. Central 
Air. Tile roof. Beautiful backyard professional 
landscaping. Walking distance to park, 
aplayground, and trail. Easy access to 
shopping. Offered at $829,000!

Linda Yang
M.S./GRI, CRS, CNHS/Grandmaster

(925) 640-4390 (Linda)
(877) 838-8282 (Toll Free)

Linda Yang Team
Education, Experience, Excellence

A beautiful newer and nice home in 
Dublin. Built in 2002, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 
Baths, 2-car garage, Duplex, Light 
and Bright.  Tile and Carpet Floor, 
Fireplace with gas starter, Dual pane 
windows, Central Air, Refrigerator, 
Washer, Dryer, Trash compressor, Gas 
range, and Self cleaning oven. Easy 
Access to I-580, I-680, Bart Station, 
Close to Shopping, Dining and 
Entertainment. Coming Soon!

Office:  925.218.1916

Cell: 925.788.7800

Toll-Free: 1.866.784.7646

E-mail: tonylocy@northpointgroup.com

Tony Locy 
Senior Vice President/Mortgage Consultant

NorthPoint Real Estate Investment Services
Welcomes

NorthPoint Real Estate Investment Services      6200 Stoneridge Mall Rd., Suite 210      Pleasanton, CA 94588

Mortgage industry veteran, Tony Locy, who is recognized throughout California as one of the most 
prolific and accomplished loan officers and home mortgage specialists, has joined NorthPoint Real 
Estate Investment Services as Senior Vice President/Mortgage Consultant. 

Tony comes to NorthPoint from Stonecastle Land & Home Financial where he was a top-producing 
loan officer, specializing in purchase loans and no-cost refinance transactions.

“Tony has attained deep respect among both his clients and peers for having established himself as a 
trusted expert in home mortgages,” says Frank Richards, Chief Executive Officer of NorthPoint Real 
Estate Investment Services. “He will play an instrumental part in helping his clients with their home 
financing needs, as well as help them plan for wealth building through real estate investing.

Entering his 18th year in the mortgage industry, Tony is a graduate of San Jose State University with 
a bachelor’s degree in finance.  He also played on two championship football teams as a quarterback 
while at SJSU.

A California native, Tony currently resides in San Ramon with his two children, Alyssa 14 and Austin 9.  

Personal Philosophy: “I will make every effort to give my clients the type of 
service and advice which, had I been in a similar circumstance, I would have 
applied for myself.”

Faran proudly 
presents …

Offered at $2,400,000

Active participant of the book 
& toy drive for the Oakland 
Hospital. Please call to find 
out how you can help.

Faran
“EXPERIENCE THE EXCELLENCE”

www.HomesByFaran.com
(925)922-0822

Why choose Faran? Because she is: 
air
ggressive
eliable
ccountable
egotiator

8 Mrack Court, Danville

Open Home 
Sat & Sun 1:00  - 4:00 

Faran proudly 
presents …

Wow! Wow! Beautiful 2 story home, Only 4 years old. 
5500 Sqf, 5 Bedrooms,  5 1/2 baths, Wood Stained Library, 8 car garage, Spacious 
Master bedroom and a bonus area with bar and mini refrigerator. Mill work through-
out, Brazilian Cherry wood fl oors, Floor to ceiling windows, custom window coverings. 
Built in BBQ, Gourmet kitchen with Swimming pool, spa and much more. 
Call Faran for private showing.

Realtor/Owner



Danville
2 Bedrooms

3087 Fostoria Cir. $462,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Century 21 510-220-4426
433 Sycamore Cir. $515,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 791-2580
527 Sycamore Cir. $525,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 791-2580
1165 Sunshine Dr. $699,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5057
2198 Shoshone Cir. $700,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 984-1787
588 Cambrian Wy. $769,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 837-5679

3 Bedrooms
180 San Thomas Wy. $1,100,000
Sun 1-5 p.m. Intero 915-0300
4049 Skylark Ln. $644,500
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 968-1452
167 Heritage Park $725,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 855-6410
305 W. Meadows Ln. $732,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Century 21 577-4004
151 Heritage Dr. $742,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 251-2579
1644 Fountain Springs Cir. $799,000
Sun 2-4 p.m. Pacific Union  314-4871
434 Winfield Ln. $799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5050
63 Haskins Ranch Cir. $872,500
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5090
294 Gil Blas Rd. $899,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Valley Brokers 484-0506
122 Freesia Ct. $919,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 831-3343
248 Abigail Cir. $925,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA  314-2428

4 Bedrooms
73 Edgegate Ct. $1,059,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 260-8883
605 Ambience Wy. $1,079,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 323-6735
2845 Sheffield Cir. $1,124,900
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA 484-0900
504 Honey Lake Ct. $1,149,900
Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 785-4959
36 Haskins Ranch Cir. $935,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Re/Max 719-0972
152 Santa Clara Dr. $995,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 791-2580

5 Bedrooms
416 Coventry Pl. $1,199,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 876-6935
230 Lyon Ct. $1,429,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 846-6500
15 Discovery Ct. $1,595,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Re/Max 838-1117
8 Mrack Ct. $2,400,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Windermere 922-0822

Diablo
4 Bedrooms

21 Calle Del Casarillo $1,895,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 984-3060

6 Bedrooms
2315 Caballo Ranchero $2,195,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5048

Alamo
4 Bedrooms

151 Pebble Ln. $1,448,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Coldwell Banker 831-3329

30 Vernal Ct. $1,725,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 217-5068

420 Crest Ave. $1,999,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Re/Max 735-7653

5 Bedrooms
23 Scripps Haven Ln. $1,499,950
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 998-3098

1427 Vine Ln. $3,195,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Empire 998-3098

Blackhawk
3 Bedrooms

11 Deer Meadow Ct. $1,298,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m. Blackhawk 736-4155

4 Bedrooms
3894 Cottonwood Dr. $1,249,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 648-5359

311 Live Oak Dr. $1,299,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Century 21 577-0525

388 Live Oak Dr. $1,489,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m. Blackhawk 736-4155

5 Bedrooms
33 Liquid Amber Ct. $1,345,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m. Blackhawk 510-406-4836

4339 Quail Run Ln. $1,399,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m. Blackhawk R E 683-6058

Walnut Creek
4 Bedrooms

1942 Highridge Ct. $859,990
Sun 1-4 p.m. Assist 2 Sell 339-3500

Dublin
2 Bedrooms

6445 Sherwood Pl. $545,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 997-8267
7459 Oxford Cir. $mid 500,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 463-0436

3 Bedrooms
4520 Sparrow Ct. $789,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA 734-5017
4204 Preciado Wy. $799,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Golden Pacific 216-4799

4 Bedrooms
7760 Bloomfield Terr. $1,285,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Hometown GMAC 858-5400
5752 Shadow Hill Dr. $799,999
Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 397-4390

San Ramon
5 Bedrooms

300 Rubicon Valley Ct. $1,039,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Re/Max 735-7653
2639 Melbourne Wy. $1,139,888
Sun 1-4 p.m. Keller Williams 200-7373
100 Allanmere Ct. $1,177,000
Sun 1:30-4 p.m. Blackhawk 736-4155
361 Adelaide Hills Ct. $1,199,999
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 785-3684
117 Avalon Ct. $1,298,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 p.m. Intero 785-3684

4 Bedrooms
1923 Hollyview Dr. $1,024,500
Sun 1-4 p.m. Alain Pinel 968-1452
315 Rio Grande Pl. $1,025,000
Sun 1-4 p.m. Prudential CA  314-2428
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DANVILLE | 588 SAN RAMON VALLEY BLVD. | 925. 314.1111.

RECENTLY REMODELED
131 RUBICON CIRCLE, DANVILLE 

apr.com

• Approx. 1300 sq. ft. 
• New tile floors in kitchen and baths
• New appliances
• All new windows
• New wall to wall carpet
• Large inside laundry room
• Pantry in kitchen
• One carport with storage
• All new lighting
• Great location!!!

    OFFERED AT $555,000

Don’t miss the opportunity to purchase this adorable, open and airy 
two bedroom, two bath condo located close to Downtown Danville, 
shopping and easy freeway access. This home features all new win-
dows, paint, bathrooms, new carpet and tile throughout, and views 
of the redwoods and pool area. This one won’t last. Just move in!

Amy Phillips
Realtor
925.791.2519direct 
925.413.7901 cellular
925.552.6194 fax
Amy@apr.com
www.AmyPhillipsRealEstate.com
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ALAMO
Spectacular Estate in Vintage Acres $6,750,000
Your own private villa that will take you away from 
the hustle of the city, yet close enough to enjoy city 
life. 5bd, 5-full/2-half baths.
Sharon Dare/925.855.4041 Pamela Schmidt/925.855.4018

DIABLO
Historic Diablo! $4,250,000
Overlooking the 18th fairway, this updated historical 
home is filled with custom features and old world 
charm. 5bd (3 suites), 4ba, spectacular yard.
Dave Bauer 925.855.4040

ALAMO
Privately Gated Alamo Ridge $3,497,000
Knock-out gorgeous home situated on nearly 7 acres, 
in an enclave of exclusive estates on large parcels. 
Smashing views of Mt. Diablo. 4bd, 3-full/2-half baths.
Carol Erbert 925.736.1666

DANVILLE
Totally Renovated! $1,799,950
Majestic 5bd, 4.5ba with all the upgrades! Stunning 
views of the hills. Gorgeous in-ground pool with spa. 
Master with retreat and fireplace.
Khrista Jarvis 925.855.4065

DANVILLE
Wonderful Westside Danville $1,499,000
Gorgeous .53+/-acre lot with views of Mt. Diablo. 2 
separate yards, one with pool/patio, the other with large 
grass area. 4bd, 3ba, remodeled kitchen and more.
Brad Gothberg 800.492.6365 X 3062

SAN RAMON
Breathtaking Mediterranean Villa $1,379,000
Entertainer’s dream home! Every imaginative 
upgrades, custom paint, shutters, granite, maple hard-
wood floors and more. Lush landscaping with pool.
Valerie Betts 925.368.8667

DANVILLE
Great Home in Hidden Valley $1,199,000
Full bed, bath and separate office on main level. 
Upgraded kitchen with upgraded cabinetry. 5bd, 
3ba, big open family room, quiet court location.
Lisa and Greg Doyle 925.855.4046

SAN RAMON
Bollinger Hills! $1,194,500
Desirable arrowhead model on premium lot with 
views. Large kitchen and family room. Downstairs 
bedroom converted to office/den. 4bd, 3ba.
Dennis Harvey 925.519.4748

DANVILLE
Classic Rancher in Sycamore $1,099,000
Newly remodeled maple/stainless kitchen, 4bd plus 
den, 2.5ba on private one-third+/-acre with vine-
yard/fruit trees. 3-car garage. 
Esther Langhofer 925.683.5165


