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Serving with 
integrity 
dedicated 

to your 
overall 

satisfaction

Complimentary Design Consultation

4175 First Street
Livermore

925.454.8583

2172 San Ramon Blvd., Ste. D
San Ramon

925.831.8685

CA Lic #879748 Free Estimates

~ Landscaping, Inc.

Your Complete Landscape Services

• Arbor Structures 
• Cabanas 
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Outdoor Firepits
• Water Falls, 

Fountains and Ponds

Construction & Installation
Insured and Bonded

925 • 937 • 4008
www.greengoinc.com

• Irrigation Systems
• Low Voltage Lighting
• Drainage Systems
• Sports Courts
• Flagstone

Jim Zygutis, Owner

All aspects of fine landscaping from 
ground preparation to finished product
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Empowering
Education 

that 
Opens

Your World

Exciting and Engaging
Curriculum Teaches
Analytical Thinking

Classes Average
15 Students

Diverse International
Programs and Community

Nearly 100% Admitted to 
Outstanding 4-Year Colleges

Extraordinary
75-Acre Campus

Transportation and 
Financial Aid Available

ADMISSION OPEN HOUSES
For fall 2007 Enrollment

Grades 6-8: January 6 @ 1pm
Grades 9-12: January 7 @ 1pm

For more information call:

(925) 362-7223
www.athenian.org

Danville

Streetwise
A S K E D  AT  H A P  M A G E E  R A N C H  PA R K

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Special education student Trevor Pawlak, 7, uses puzzles to help develop his cogni-
tive skills. Photos by Jordan M. Doronila. Design by Jason Lind.
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I’m thankful for basketball. I can make lay-ups 
but once I fell on my knee and ripped a hole in 
my pants. 

Hayden Brown, 4-1/2
Creative Learning Center

Thanksgiving isn’t my favorite holiday. I like 
Christmas and birthdays better. I got a piggy 
bank and a jumbo jelly fish that bounces. 
In my piggy bank I saved up money for my 
friend’s birthday.

Jimmy Preston Divine, 4
Mary Jane’s Pre-School

I’m thankful for ... Thanksgiving. At my house 
on Thanksgiving we look for wild turkeys 
outside. We hear them in our back yard. They 
go “gobble, gobble.” They are our friends, we 
don’t eat them. 

McKenna Blanton, 4
Creative Learning Center

I don’t know. On Thanksgiving we invite my 
whole family over and I play with my cousins. 
I always eat the light meat turkey.

Alec Woodridge, 6
Rancho Romero Elementary

Horses. I’m going riding later today and I 
watch lots of movies about horses. Reading 
Rainbow is OK, too. The best part of 
Thanksgiving dinner is the pumpkin pie.

Isabella Brown, 7
Rancho Romero Elementary

What are you thankful for?Q:

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Mailed at Standard Postage Rate. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to 
homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 
for two years) are welcome from local residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other 
communities is $50 per year. © 2006 by Embarcadero Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

compiled by Natalie O’Neill



• Gallery open daily
• Art consultants always available for in 
home or office art design.

Enjoy the Village Gallery of Danville’s 

impressive display of world class wall art, 

glass, sculpture, and jewelry.

820 Sycamore Valley Road West 
@ The Livery, Danville

925.552.5110

Announcing!
Art Beyond Decor

at

Village Gallery of Danville

“Introducing new artist, Roza Goneva”

Also at the Village Gallery of  Danville: 

Experience Artique Framing with 18 
years of excellence in frame design and custom 
picture framing.
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Tree-lighting to kick off holidays
 The holidays will officially begin in Danville on Friday, Nov. 24, 
when the town and the Danville Area Chamber of Commerce 
light the big Diablo Road oak tree to kick off the season.
 Everyone is invited to gather on Diablo Road beginning 
at 5:15 p.m. for holiday refreshments, music and a sing-
along with the San Ramon Valley High School Chorus. 
The Danville Girls Chorus and the Monte Vista Beauty 
Shop Quartet will also perform.
 At around 6:15, Father Christmas and the Snow Angel will 
do the ceremonial lighting of the tree. Then the crowd will 
stroll downtown to enjoy open houses at the shops, with holi-
day music, entertainment and refreshments, until 8:30 p.m.
 The Museum of the San Ramon Valley will also wel-
come guests that evening to enjoy its Christmas Memories 
exhibit, which will continue through Jan. 6. It shows 
the evolution of Christmas in the Valley by displaying 
Christmas trees from three periods of time: 1890, 1930 
and 1950.
 Some downtown streets will be closed to traffic at 
approximately 3:30 p.m. and reopen around 10 p.m. 
Streets impacted are Diablo Road between Interstate 
680 and Hartz Avenue; Front Street between Diablo and 
Prospect; Prospect between Front and Hartz Avenue; 
Hartz Avenue between Linda Mesa and School Street; 
and West El Pintado near Diablo Road. 

Wanted: bikes for a good cause
 St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Danville is gearing up 
its bicycle workshop for the holiday season and is looking 
for used bikes in working order, especially teen and adult 
size. Its volunteers will safety check the bikes, add hel-
mets, then donate them to folks who need them, through 
the Adopt-A-Family programs of Monument Crisis Center 
and the Salvation Army in Concord.
 Many families that receive these bikes use them as their 
primary means of transportation. Last year a crew of vol-
unteers refurbished more than 160 bikes.
 Bikes can be dropped off at St. Timothy’s, 1550 Diablo 
Road, just east of Green Valley Road. Turn on Clydesdale 
Drive and take the second right into the parking lot. Bikes 
can be left near Noah’s Ark Preschool against the building. 
Donation receipts will be available. Bikes must be received 
by Nov. 30.
 Volunteers to work on the bikes are also welcome. 
Questions can be directed to Tania Hanson-De Young at 
taniahd@sbcglobal.net or call 837-4993, ext. 12.

New owner for Amber
 Amber Bistro, located in a historic little building at 500 
Hartz Ave. in downtown Danville, has been purchased by 
Eric Janssen, former food and beverage director of the 
Huntington Hotel in San Francisco.
 “I fell in love with Amber immediately,” said Janssen. 
Executive chef Jerry Gomez has an East-meets-West 
cooking style. 
 Janssen is a native of the Netherlands and has worked 
at luxury restaurants both in Europe and the United 
States. In Holland, he was the restaurant captain at the 
Hostellerie Du Chateau, which held a Michelin star.
 For the last several years, Janssen, a certified somme-
lier, has worked in wine distribution. He said that at Amber 
he will offer a food-friendly wine list, with rare bottles as 
well as the classic mainstays.

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“
When we first came here, 
the problem was that the 
parking lot was too full. 

Now it’s vacant. ”—Drew Nichols, co-owner of The Dog sausage restaurant 
in Las Trampas Center in Alamo. See story, page 6.

N E W S F R O N T
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  Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E  •  B L A C K H A W K  •  D I A B L O  •  A L A M O

Danville denies appeal for canine daycare
Puppy Playland still 

searching for new home

By Geoff Gillette

M embers of the Danville 
Town Council faced a 
packed house at their Nov. 

8 meeting as dozens of residents 
turned out to protest the proposed 
location of a canine daycare and 
boarding facility near the town’s 
southern border.
 Council members held a public 
hearing over a request by Puppy 
Playland owner James Barbour 
to overturn a ruling by the Town 
Planning Commission denying him 
a special use permit to move his 
facility from San Ramon to a build-
ing at 3420 Fostoria Way. The 

commission considered the request 
at both its Aug. 15 and Sept. 26 
meetings before voting to deny 
the application by a vote of 5-2. 
The denial came despite staff rec-
ommendations of approval for the 
project.
 “The Planning Commission 
chose to ignore facts and the staff 
opinion,” Barbour told the council. 
“They chose instead to follow the 
emotion of the previous meeting.”
 Commission members stated that 
the proposed business was inap-
propriate for the location due to its 
proximity to residential properties. 
The main concerns were the poten-
tial noise generated by the dogs and 
their owners as well as the smell 
generated by the animals relieving 
themselves outside the building.
 The space being considered is on 

the north end of a building on the 
north side of Fostoria, near the Iron 
Horse Trail crossing. The nearest 
residential units were estimated to 
be 80-100 feet away. 
 Barbour told the council that he 
had conducted a noise study based 
on his current facility at his own 
expense. The study, conducted by 
Thorburn Associates, showed that 
inside the building with 30 dogs 
barking at the same time, the noise 
level reached 91 decibels. After 
factoring in the brick construction 
and the distance to the lot line, the 
ambient level was reduced to 57 
decibels.
 As for sanitary concerns and 
odors, Barbour said he will pro-
vide a specified area for elimination, 
which would have a garbage can for 
solid waste and would be washed 

down regularly to deal with urine.
 Barbour acknowledged that many 
of the area residents are against the 
business coming to that location. 
He asked the council to make its 
decision based on facts, not the 
emotions of the residents.
 “It’s beyond my comprehen-
sion that the Planning Commission 
would deny this and put us through 
the appeal process on the basis of 
emotions,” he said.
 Some 57 people turned in reg-
istration forms to speak during 
the public hearing and, over the 
course of an hour, many of them 
addressed the council. The major-
ity who spoke against the facility 
live in the townhomes and houses 
surrounding the location.
 “It’s not compatible with the 
residential units around it,” said 

Hal Sampson, representing a dozen 
homeowners. “Seventy-five per-
cent of the area is surrounded by 
homeowners.”
 He said having 70-plus animals 
in the facility would generate noise 
and odors that would be an issue 
for the residents.
 “I’ve attended the hearings, read 
the written material, I think it’s 
time we quit talking about it,” he 
added. “I see no reason to overturn 
it.”
 “The Planning Commission 
discussed a lot of issues,” said 
resident Elaine Brovont. “Planning 
Commission found it couldn’t be 
mitigated. You asked for input. 
More than 325 people who live 
around it support the Planning 

➤ Continued on page 12

Council moves ahead
Residents criticize members 

for endorsing against 
incumbents

By Geoff Gillette

J ust a day after the November 
elections, members of the 
Danville Town Council wel-

comed back two of their number 
and made plans to meet the chal-
lenges ahead with a united front.
 These declarations from the 
council came as a response to com-
ments made by residents during the 
“For the Good of the Town” open-
ing portion of the Nov. 8 council 
meeting. Many of the concerns 
dealt with the three-way race for 
two council seats.
 Tony Carnemolla expressed dis-
satisfaction with the endorsement 
of Robert Storer by current coun-
cil members Mike Doyle, Candace 

Andersen and Newell Arnerich.
 “I feel the three endorsements 
for Town Council have caused a lot 
of bad blood,” Carnemolla said.
 Resident Russ Gorman decried 
the endorsements as divisive.
 “I grew up at a time when people 
voted for someone rather than against 
them,” he said. “I’m dismayed to say 
that’s not the case anymore.”
 He added that he believed the 
support of three council members 
against the other two constituted an 
embarrassment.
 Under normal circumstances, 
the council does not offer rebut-
tal to residents during “For the 
Good of the Town.” However, 
Councilwoman Andersen respond-
ed to Gorman’s comments by stat-
ing that it has not been unheard of 
to endorse non-incumbent candi-
dates.
 “When Mike (Doyle), Newell 

➤ Continued on page 11

Times closing 
Danville office

Staff to work from 
downtown Pleasanton

by Jordan M. Doronila 

G one are the days when 
all newspapers built their 
homes in the communities 

they cover. Corporate-owned media 
companies are finding it difficult to 
keep advertising dollars and are 
cutting back staff and resources to 
save money.
 Just ask the Contra Costa Times.
 The Times plans to sell its San 
Ramon Valley Times office in the 
heart of downtown Danville. Top 
executives said they are selling the 
office at 524 Hartz Ave. because 
the property is not being put to its 

best use. Its reporters will relocate 
to the Times offices in downtown 
Pleasanton.
 “It’s best for retail usage,” said 
publisher John M. Armstrong 
about the Danville location. He 
added that he could not comment 
on anything else, such as when the 
building would be sold.
 Town Manager Joe Calabrigo 
said Danville’s zoning requires 
ground floor retail for businesses 
downtown, which encompasses 
most of Hartz Avenue. However, he 
said, the Times could have request-
ed a non-conforming use permit to 
remain in that location.
 Armstrong informed the town 
of the planned move in a letter to 

➤ Continued on page 12

A symphony of talent
Charlotte Wood band 

honored with invitation 
to convention

by Jordan M. Doronila

A critical audience of music 
experts has invited the 
Charlotte Wood Middle 

School’s Symphonic Band 
to a prestigious convention in 
Southern California early next 
year.
 The band—composed of 40 sev-
enth- and eighth-grade students—
has been invited to perform at 
the California Music Educator 
Association’s annual convention 
at the Ontario Convention Center 
from March 15-17.
 This is the first time in 25 

years that a middle school from 
the San Ramon Valley Unified 
School District has had the honor 
of being selected to perform at 
this event.
 “It’s incredibly exciting,” said 
Christine Barnes, instrumental 
music director. “We are pushing 
ourselves to play at a level we’ve 
never played before.”
 “It shows they can be better 
than what they have ever imag-
ined,” she added.
 The band recorded its 2006 
Spring Concert in an audition 
tape, which they submitted to the 
convention’s judges. This sum-
mer, the judges reviewed numer-
ous recordings of middle and high 
schools, as well as junior colleges 
throughout the state.
 The Charlotte Wood band 

received an official letter of 
acceptance in September.
 “This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for our students and 
school,” Barnes said. “The goal 
of our performance is to demon-
strate legitimate middle school 
band repertoire at the highest 
caliber possible.”
 “We will be performing music 
of varying degrees of difficulty in 
order to achieve a wide range of 
goals,” she noted.
 Some goals are to demonstrate 
technical achievement and to edu-
cate the audience about literature 
it may not have heard before.
 Tim Smith, music professor at 
California State University-East 
Bay, has agreed to act as the 

➤ Continued on page 9

Eighth-grader James Foster on trombone with the renowned Charlotte Wood Middle School’s Symphonic Band.

 JORDAN M
. DORONILA



The Dog suffering 27 percent 
decrease in sales

by Natalie O’Neill

 Businesses in Alamo’s Las 
Trampas Center are feeling the 
impact of YardBirds’ closure. 
Merchants located in the shop-
ping center say they have seen a 
significant decrease in sales since 
the popular home improvement 
store was “temporarily” closed five 
months ago.
 “There’s been a direct affect,” 
said Drew Nichols, co-owner of 
The Dog sausage restaurant, which 
has seen a 27 percent decrease in 
sales since the closure.
 Customers of The Dog were 
often employees of YardBirds and 
contractors shopping at the hard-
ware store, Nichols said.
 YardBirds drew patrons from 
both inside and outside Alamo 
for nursery and hardware needs 
until Home Depot bought the store 
this summer with the intention 
of reopening it as Home Depot-
YardBirds in 2007.
 “When we first came here, the 
problem was that the parking lot 
was too full. Now it’s vacant,” 
Nichols said.

 Other merchants also said they 
miss the draw of YardBirds.
 “Men used to come in for paint-
ing and plumbing supplies, and 
their wives would buy clothes and 
coffee,” said Mary Jane Jossey, 
who owns House of Fashion Wigs.
 Jossey said Saturdays and 
Sundays were big business days 
for The Dog, her House of Fashion 
Wigs and the Starbucks, which 
is catty-cornered to her shop. 
YardBirds was more than just a 
place to buy products for home 
improvement projects in Alamo, 
it was also a social center and 
meeting point for residents on the 
weekends, she said.
 But business owners and patrons 
aren’t the only ones affected by 
the formerly bustling building now 
standing empty. For those Alamo 
residents interested in cityhood, the 
decrease in revenue and sales tax 
is a setback for the unincorporated 
area.
 Other merchants, however, said 
they couldn’t be sure their slow 
business was related to the closure. 
Joyce Chan of Sparklizing Cleaners 
said she noticed the dry clean-
ing shop had been less busy but 
that it may be due to California’s 
economy.
 “It has slowed down a little bit, 

but so has business everywhere,” 
she said.
 In past months, residents and 
members of Alamo Improvement 
Association have voiced requests 
to Home Depot related to con-
struction, products and landscap-
ing. They stated it was important 
the company understand the needs 
of the community and work with 
Alamo on approval issues.

 But merchants suffering from 
profit decreases said the most 
important thing is to get the 
YardBirds-Home Depot opened 
quickly. There’s no need to be nit 
picky, Nichols said.
 “It’s ridiculous; they hear a big 
name like Home Depot and they 
think they can take advantage,” he 
said.
 Jossey, who attended the October 

AIA meeting, said she thinks the 
long list of requests caused the 
reopening to take longer. She said 
demanding a new paint job after the 
store had been already been painted 
last year, along with installing new 
air conditioning, were among the 
most unnecessary requests.
 “They were asking too much of 
Home Depot. It was unreasonable 
and everyone in the room knew 
it,” Jossey said of last month’s 
approval meeting with AIA.
 Still, other residents and AIA 
members said it was important 
that the approval process be thor-
ough, as the store is a pillar in 
the community. Other conflicts 
centered around aesthetics at the 
store front, back entrance and 
storage area along the Iron Horse 
Trail. 
 Concentrating on the aesthet-
ics of the storage area, however, 
seemed unnecessary to several 
merchants. The somewhat untidy 
way YardBirds formerly kept it 
had never caused any trouble, mer-
chants said.
 “I’ve been along the trail. There 
are rundown parts with graffiti. It’s 
no garden of Eden,” Jossey said.
 After hours of discussion, the 
AIA approved the project Oct. 11, 
and it is still scheduled to reopen 
this spring. Home Depot has com-
mitted to $250,000 in improve-
ments, and merchants said they 
expect it will be managed even 
more efficiently than before.
 “The revenue it creates for Alamo 
is a huge benefit. I think we should 
welcome them,” Nichols said. ■

Grand Opening: Friday, November 24, 2006

Todd Weinberg
Owner & Founder

DirecT: 925.984.1770
Todd@shop-edge.com

Coming Soon:
Www.shop-edge.Com

175 Prospect Avenue
Suite 150

Downtown Danville
at the corner of

Prospect Avenue & Front Street

Shop for Men

Specialty Denim - Novelty Tees - Classic Wovens - Accessories - Men’s Grooming - Espresso

The Most Complete Selection at 

Completely Affordable Prices

Molding

8" Columns
8’

$139
10’

$159

2-1/4”
Base

26¢

3-1/4”
Base

38¢
3-5/8”
Crown

56¢
2-1/2”
Crown

43¢

Page 6 • November 17, 2006 • Danville Weekly

N E W S F R O N T

Alamo merchants 
miss YardBirds 

customers

Alamo’s Mary Jane Jossey, owner of House of Fashion Wigs in Las Trampas Center, 
sorts through a collection of classy-but-casual jackets.

NATALIE O’NEILL

Police prepare for emergencies at schools
New campus maps would 
help with response time

by Natalie O’Neill

 Police officers patrolling Alamo 
will begin carrying laminated maps 
of Alamo schools in their vehicles 
this winter. Keeping the maps with 
them will improve the department’s 
response time to in-school disas-
ters, said Deputy Elmer Glasser 
and the Alamo Police Advisory 
Committee.

 “If tomorrow a Columbine-like 
shooting were to occur, we’d know 
exactly where it was,” Glasser 
said.
 The maps illustrate regions 
and classrooms of the schools, 
labeled in a way that will make 
teachers and administration eas-
ily able to report locations to 
the police. While there hasn’t 
been a serious threat of school 
shootings in Alamo to date, the 
distribution of the maps are an 
essential precautionary measure, 
members of the Alamo Police 

Services Committee said.
 “I myself was familiar with 
Monte Vista, but with the new 
building up there I would get lost in 
a heartbeat,” said committee mem-
ber Diane Barley.
 Oftentimes when disasters 
occur, officers from outside the 
area will be called in to assist. 
While Glasser himself works on 
campuses in Alamo and is famil-
iar with rooms of the schools, 
police officers from other cities 
are unfamiliar with the layout of 
the buildings.

 “Say you’re an officer in Oakley 
and you’re responding to a criti-
cal incident at Stone Valley Middle 
School,” Glasser said. “If you don’t 
know where the rooms are and you 
don’t have a map, there’s a problem.”
 The initiative came as part of a 
department review, during which 
officers strove to find ways to 
improve responses to crime in the 
area. Maps of all schools in Alamo, 
from elementary to high school, are 
currently being updated.
 “We looked at how we can do 
our jobs better,” Glasser said. 

 The fire department will also be 
given copies of the maps, which 
will be used in case of emergency 
as well. Presently schools practice 
fire and lockdown drills, should a 
fire or an intruder threaten student 
and teacher safety. The schools 
shut their doors and have entrance 
codes to keep intruders out. All 
students and employees of the 
school are familiar with the safety 
measures in case of disaster.
 “It’s a very necessary thing to 
have in these days of the unknown,” 
Barley said. ■
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East Bay’s 
Best Brand 

Names

DeCoro®

Italian Leather 
Furniture

DeCoro®

SAVE 
40% - 80%
EVERY DAY

Mon-Sat: 9:30am-8pm • Sun 10am-6pm

375 Hartz Ave.
Downtown

Danville
(across from Starbucks)

837-DEAL

$5 OFF
Any Sale

Over $30.00
Coupon Required.

May not be used with other 
promotions. YTM06.

Exp. 12/08/06

Hand Made 
for the 

Holidays
Gift Baskets to Order

Designer Jewelry
Seasonal Decor

Outdoor Decorations
Holiday Ornaments

Festive Linens

Holiday Open House
Friday, November 24th

4-9 p.m.
Come and enjoy 
the festivities!!!

155A Railroad Avenue
Danville

925-820-3645
www.hand-works.net

Discover Domus®.....

Choose from Papyrus, Sierra club, Century Greeting, Punch Studio, William Arthur, 

Design Design, Caspari, Galison, Patience Brewster, CR Gibson and many more.

for Holiday Greeting Cards

Domus of Pleasanton

652 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
925 485 3077 

Hours: Mon-Wed 10am-6pm  

Thur-Sat 10am-9pm & Sundays 10am-6pm

This Weekend 
Only all 2007 
Calendars

20% off

• 2 personal sessions
• Seasonal analysis
• Customized fabric 

palette with over 60 
swatches

• Makeup Makeover 
with personalized colors

• Palette review
• For Men – Wardrobe 

Session

Give the Gift 
of a Lifetime, 
Give the Gift of 
Color!

1430-B Arroyo Way, Walnut Creek 
• 925.933.3233 • Call now for your gift of color

Color & Image Studio

Only $99
with this ad (Reg. $129)

Gift Certificates in Gold Foil boxes

HOLIDAY SPARKLE
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Award-winning schools.  Spacious 

homes. Plenty of  community spirit.  

You’ll find all the ingredients for a 

great lifestyle at Ponderosa Colony 

at Alamo Creek.  Located in historic 

Danville, this limited edition of  fine 

homes features classic styling, three-

car garages and Ponderosa’s famed 

attention to detail.  Blackhawk Plaza, 

six golf  courses, fine restaurants, 

parks, regional trails, Mt. Diablo State 

Park—not to mention a Farmer’s 

Market—are all nearby.  Visit our 

decorated model homes daily.

3,452 to 4,257 Square Feet

Open daily 11-5

Monday 2-5

From the mid $1,100,000s

(925) 736-8138

www.PonderosaHomes.com

680

DANVILLE

580
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CROW CANYON RD

M
AR
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CAMINO TASSAJARA

SYCAMORE VALLEY RD

PREAKNESS ST

A taste of something rare.

A limited edition of new homes in Danville

Model Homes
Now Open!

Prices effective date of  publication. Models do not reflect racial preference.
Map not to scale. 1042-116.
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Elegant and Relaxing

Personalized Professional 

Nail Care

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . . (925) 838-6300
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd . . . . . . . . (925) 680 8600
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . . (925) 938-2500

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers 
or friends who want to have a unique 
and fun get together, arrange a private 

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Bollinger Canyon location

44 Church Street 
Danville 

925.820.7200
 www.bridgesdanville.com

Sunday Pre Fixe
Dinner

3 course menu 5-6 p.m.
$25.00

 JORDAN M
. DORONILA

band’s guest conductor.
 “For both the conductor and 
members of an ensemble, these 
experiences are opportunities 
to grow in ways that could 
never, ever be replicated with-
in the confines of a ‘normal’ 
yearly performance schedule,” 
he wrote in a letter to the 
band.
 Over the next six months, 
band members will be finalizing 

music, holding extra rehears-
als and performances, working 
with guest music professionals, 
and traveling to local universi-
ties to refine their craft to pre-

pare for Ontario.
 “It’s fun,” said Julianna Foster, 
a seventh-grade flute player. 
“I like playing the flute. Mrs. 
Barnes is great.” ■

Band
➤ Continued from page 5

The Charlotte Wood Middle School’s Symphonic Band rehearses under the direction of music director Christine Barnes, with 
(below) eighth-grader Kristina Shabaniani on clarinet and seventh-grader Julianna Foster on flute.
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Flegels
Fine Furniture & Interior Design

     San Ramon    300 Market Place 925.806.0430

     Menlo Park    870 Santa Cruz Ave. 650.326.9661

     San Rafael    654 Second Street 415.454.0502 

www.flegels.com

In the spirit of the upcoming Holidays, Flegels is having 

a storewide Holiday Sale with savings of 10% - 40%. 

Most floor items are available for immediate delivery, 

so now is the time to find that perfect accent or furniture 

piece to create the ideal Holiday look!

Financing AvailableSALESALE
HOLIDAYHOLIDAY
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Full Service 
and Express
Car Wash

Danville Valero Car Wash
736 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

925-820-9758
(Corner of Sycamore Valley Rd. & San Ramon Valley Blvd.)

$ 997

$ 9915

$ 9921

2 OFF$

Full Service Car Wash hours are currently from 10am-6pm. 7 days a week. Satisfaction Guaranteed!!!!

EXPRESS
WASH
• Exterior Wash
• High Volume Side Blaster
• Foam Brite Bath
• Rinse
• Clear Coat Protector
• Dry (Automated)

DELUXE
WASH
Express Wash+
• Vacuum Interior
• Dash & Console Dusted
• Windows Cleaned Inside & Out
• Automated & Hand Dry
• Tire Dressing

SUPREME
WASH
Deluxe Wash+
• Rims Chemical Cleaning
• Under Car Flush
• Tire & Molding Dressing
• Interior Fragrance
• Door Frames Cleaned

$1.00 off with 8 gallons of gas

$2.00 Extra for 
Full Size SUVs & Vans

$2.00 Extra for 
Full Size SUVs & Vans

With coupon. Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Exp. 12-15-06

DELUXE or SUPREME WASH

Introducing Foam Brite technology, a revolutionary 
foam material that will not scratch your paint!EARNING 

10.5% APY*
Increase your monthly investment income!

We’re accepting 401K, IRA, Pension, 
and Cash into our mortgage secured income fund. 

($20K min. investment)

Contact David Belleville 
Please call for more information

408-350-1713
*Past return is not a guarantee of future performance (compounded return)

Available to qualified California residents only

Election takes more than money
by Jordan M. Doronila

 The election is over and the finan-
cial expenditures are being tallied:
• Mike Shimansky: $2,629
• Karen Stepper: $11,797
• Robert Storer: $23,481
 The three candidates who ran 
for two open seats on the Danville 
Town Council during the Nov. 7 
election this year spent thousands 
of dollars in their election cam-
paigns. Danville’s most recent 
financial reports on campaign 
contributions and expenditures 
only cover the period up to Oct. 
21, said City Clerk Marie Sunseri. 
The campaign finance informa-
tion from Oct. 22 to Dec. 31 is 
due Jan. 31.
 Candidates have also filed some 
late contributions and expenditures 
that came after Oct. 21 in their cur-
rent financial statements, Sunseri 
said.
 Incumbents Stepper and 
Shimansky defeated challenger 

Storer, a planning commissioner, in 
the election. The vote tally was:
• Stepper: 8,548
• Shimansky: 7,540
• Storer: 6,223
 Storer received campaign con-
tributions of $23,932, Sunseri said. 
Stepper received $24,375, and 
Shimansky, $8,547.
 Storer received a contribu-
tion of $500 from Councilman 
Newell Arnerich and $100 from 
Councilman Mike Doyle. He also 
received contributions from plan-
ning commissioners Steve Condie, 
Lynn Osborn, Bob Nichols, Mark 
Graham and Robert Combs, with 
donations running from $99 to 
$500 each.
 Osborn said she is a personal 
friend of Storer’s, however, she noted 
—before the election results arrived 
—that the town is indebted to the 
service of Stepper and Shimansky.
 “I value our incumbents,” she 
said. “Karen and Mike have repre-
sented the town very well.”

 Stepper received $1,500 from 
the California Real Estate Political 
Action Committee in Los Angeles, 
as well as donations of $1,100 from 
Brian Cameron, a retired contrac-
tor, and $500 from David Terzolo, 
a commercial Realtor. She also 
received $250 from Ernie Scherer, 
a former board member of the 
San Ramon Valley Unified School 
district who was recalled more 
than a decade ago. Additionally, 
she received a contribution from 
Planning Commissioner Robert 
Combs of $100, and the California 
Women’s Leadership Political 
Action Committee gave $250.
 Shimansky received $500 from 
S.A. Moore & Associates, a local 
recycle waste company, as well 
as $250 from Waste Management, 
which listed a Houston address. He 
also received $300 from the Contra 
Costa Citizens for Responsible 
Government, and Danville resident 
R. Gorman donated $500 to his 
campaign. ■

(Arnerich) and I ran, Karen and Mike 
endorsed Michael Murray against 
us,” Andersen said. “When the elec-
tion was over we put aside our differ-
ences and worked together.”
 Gorman responded by saying 
that just because something has 
been done in the past doesn’t make 
it the right thing to do.
 “It’s inappropriate for people of 
the same level to counsel or endorse 
against each other,” he reinterated.
 The byplay opened the flood-
gates for comments from the rest 
of the council. Mike Doyle said he 
was thrilled to have three candidates 
running for the two open spots and 
he looked forward to working with 
Shimansky and Stepper.
 “We do disagree with each other 

at times, but we have the best inter-
ests of Danville at heart,” Doyle 
said. He referred to Danville as 
“Camelot” and stated that the agen-
das of the three candidates running 
for the office were identical in many 
respects. He added that it’s a testa-
ment to the quality of Danville that 
such talented and intelligent people 
are willing to give their time to 
maintain that standard.
 Councilman Arnerich minced 
few words on the issue.
 “Every time there’s been an elec-
tion there was someone else run-
ning,” he said. “Get over it, there’s 
not a problem.”
 He stated that once the election 
is over, no one holds a grudge. The 
council hits the ground running and 
works as a team.
 Mayor Karen Stepper said she 
was pleased to be back in office and 
doesn’t see any of the election issues 

causing any problems for the council.
 “It’s a nonpartisan board and 
we’ve always had differences of 
opinion,” she said. “When we’re 
all sitting there as a council we put 
those differences aside and work 
together. We plan to make sure 
that when we come to the Town of 
Danville to make decisions we do so 
as a council and we work together.”
 Even candidate Robert Storer, who 
lost to Shimansky and Stepper in last 
week’s elections, had nothing but 
positive comments for the council.
 “We have many, many passion-
ate people in Danville. And the 
nice thing about the elections is 
that after they’re over, we’re still 
Danville residents,” Storer told the 
council. “Collectively we should 
continue to work together. Nothing 
has changed; I’ll continue to be a 
part of this town and do what I can 
to help this town.” ■

Council
➤ Continued from page 5



Commission’s decision. This is not 
about free enterprise or business, 
it’s about land use process.”
 “Claim the future, set the course 
and support the wishes of all the 
people and deny the appeal,” 
Brovont told the council.
 Several residents spoke in favor 
of the facility as well.
 “Puppy Playland provides a valu-
able service to the community,” said 
Kevin Reedy. “They conduct their 
business in a professional manner.”
 In response to the concerns about 
noise and odors, he said, “It’s my 
personal experience that I don’t 
know I’m at a dog facility until I 
walk in the door.”
 William Welch seconded Reedy’s 
assessment.
 “Go stand outside Puppy 
Playland today. You won’t hear a 
sound,” Welch said.
 He also called on the council to 
offer equal treatment to all appli-
cants. He said that Barbour runs 
a clean business, and pointed to 
the nearby Iron Horse Trail as an 
example of many people walking 
their animals and refusing to pick 
up after them.
 “The relief area being required 
of Mr. Barbour is not a requirement 
placed on veterinarians,” he added.
 Mark Fernwood, owner of the 
property under discussion, strongly 
recommended approval of the proj-
ect.
 “I can assure you that my con-
cern is greater than your own,” he 
said. “I have a very high level of 
concern, not just for the neighbors 
but for the other tenants as well.” 
 Most of the council members 
seemed unswayed by the sound 
study as well as the offer of odor 
mitigation. Councilman Newell 
Arnerich solidified those feel-
ings.
 “I would be reluctant to approve 
it at its current location. The out-
door area is in the worst possible 
place,” he said. “I don’t care what 
you do, it’s going to smell. We owe 
it to the neighbors to assure them 
that this will not affect their quality 
of life.”
 The remaining council mem-
bers echoed Arnerich’s statement 
and the appeal was denied unani-
mously, with the caveat that if the 

business were located elsewhere in 
the building or at another location 
altogether they would give it due 
consideration.
 Afterward, a disappointed 
Barbour expressed frustration 
toward the process.
 “I’m dumbfounded. We were 
given a set of standards to meet and 
we met them and they still said no,” 
he said. “I feel I’m being unfairly 
persecuted because of the type of 
business I want to bring in there.”
 Fernwood also expressed sur-
prise at the ruling.
 “It doesn’t make any sense. It 
seems grossly unfair to turn this 
request down,” Fernwood said. “I 
don’t think the decision was made 
on the facts, it was made on a 
‘rabble’ mentality.”
 He said in the past the site has 
had companies that made and 
tested detonators, as well as jet 
engines, so noise has been a part of 
the location.
 “But now,” he said, “the houses 
get built and the utility of my prop-
erty is lessened.”
 Town officials say there is no per-

secution going on. Town Attorney 
Rob Ewing said that while the 
canine facility may technically fall 
within the guidelines of a light 
industrial zoning there are other 
issues that factor in as well.
 “Regardless of where it’s located 
in town, a kennel needs a special 
use permit,” said Ewing. “It could 
be out on Lawrence Road or some-
where more rural and you still have 
to get a permit.”
 Mayor Karen Stepper said she 
understands Barbour’s frustration 
but the Town Council has to weigh 
all the factors. The large protest by 
residents weighed heavily against it 
as did the ongoing concerns about 
noise and odor.
 “Decisions like this are very 
hard because we want to encourage 
small businesses in Danville and 
businesses that provide a direct ser-
vice to Danville residents,” Stepper 
said.
 Barbour said he hasn’t ruled out 
Danville as a location for his busi-
ness. He plans to meet this week 
with his Realtor to begin examining 
other possible sites. ■

Calabrigo dated Nov. 2. He wrote 
that the decision to move does not 
diminish the Times’ commitment 
to covering the community.
 Calabrigo said the Town Council 
members would like to build more 
retail stores downtown.
 “They are really looking in the 
downtown area (to create) a pedes-
trian retail environment,” he said. 
This plan would help Danville 
become more viable economically, 
he added.
 The San Ramon Valley Times 
building is worth between $2.5 
million and $3 million, accord-
ing to its reports. The property is 
approximately 14,400 square feet 
and the building is 5,900 square 
feet, Calabrigo said.
 “I don’t think they are going to 
have a lack of potential buyers,” he 
said.
 A zoning ordinance, which has 
been updated this past year, requires 
new business owners in downtown 
to have ground retail stores if their 
buildings have been vacant or have 
not been established for more than 
three months. Current businesses 
that are service-oriented, such as 
dentists or skin care professionals, 

can request a non-conforming use 
permit, which would allow them to 
continue.
 Gayle Vassar, who worked as 
a Times reporter at the Danville 
office from 1990-92, had fond 
memories of being part of the com-
munity.
 “It was great,” said Vassar, who 
is now community relations man-
ager for the city of Walnut Creek. 
“We were very close knit. I enjoyed 
being part of a small newspaper.”
 MediaNews Group Inc., which 
recently purchased the Contra 
Costa Times, has also eliminated 
jobs in several locations, with cuts 
affecting every part of the publish-
ing operations.
 A “sudden and steep” decline that 
has jolted the housing market in the 
Bay Area, coupled with an ongoing 
migration of advertising money to 
the Internet, has forced papers to 
reduce staffing, Armstrong said in 
a Times story.
 The cuts have also affected other 
MediaNews Group publications 
such as the San Ramon Valley 
Herald, the Tri-Valley Herald and 
the Oakland Tribune.
 Additionally, Times management 
has eliminated jobs in the Contra 
Costa Newspapers advertising pro-
duction department with plans to 
outsource work to Express-KCS, 
a U.S. company with operations in 
India. ■
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220-C1 Alamo Plaza, Alamo 
925.855.0886
to the left of Safeway

Adult Cut
$995

Offer valid at Alamo location only. One 
coupon per person. Not valid with any 

other offer. Expires 12/22/06

Reg. $16.00

Kid Cut
$795

Reg. $10.00

Most salons independently owned and operated. ©2006 FS Concepts, Inc. www.fantasticsams.com

M-F 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

No appointment necessary

Offer valid at Alamo location only. One 
coupon per person. Not valid with any 

other offer. Expires 12/22/06

FREE HAIRCUT
w/color, weave
Ask for Vicki
First time clients only

925-820-6044
301 Hartz Avenue #101

Danville Clocktower
www.jerolsalon.com

www.betterwithtime.com

Salon and Day Spa

Times
➤ Continued from page 5

James Barbour plays with canine friends at the current site of his Puppy Playland in San 
Ramon. Barbour would like to expand the facility at a site on Fostoria Way in Danville 
but neighbors have protested. 

Canine
➤ Continued from page 5

GEOFF GILLETTE

Works of art
Hilary Lambert of Alamo reads her Weekly at the Louvre in Paris 

where she is copying Corot’s Woman with a Pearl, which she said 
copied da Vinci’s Mona Lisa. But the Weekly is an original.

Take Us Along on your travels and send photos to Editor@
DanvilleWeekly.com or 315 Diablo Road, Danville 94596.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G
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Diablo Views
B Y  D O L O R E S  F O X  C I A R D E L L I

L et’s talk turkey. And that’s 
easy to do around here 
because the hills are alive—

with the sound of gobbling.
 When I play tennis with my friend 
Judy, a flock often struts single file 
up and down the hill behind the 
neighborhood courts on McCauley 
Road in Danville. If one of us gives 
a shout in the heat of the athletic 
moment, the turkey trotters will join 
in with a gobble gobble gobble.
 The world is divided into 
two types of people, says Phil 
Martinelli, president of the state 
chapter of the National Wildlife 
Turkey Federation, who lives in 
Alamo. There are those who love 
turkeys and those who hate them.
 “If they are in your back yard 
and gobble in the afternoon, it’s 
cute,” he said. If they gobble at 4 
a.m. and are roosting not more than 
30 feet from your bedroom, it’s a 
different story.
 Plus they can make a mess. The 
problems may begin when hom-
eowners befriend them with food 
or happen to have tasty vegetation. 
Turkeys love acorns, nuts, seeds, 
fruits and roots but will also eat 
lizards. Then a flock might take 
up permanent residency, squashing 
plants and leaving a mess on the 
patio. And they can be aggressive 
during breeding season.
 The Mount Diablo Chapter of 
the turkey federation is currently 
working to remove a flock of 100 
turkeys from a neighborhood in 
Blackhawk.
 “We are going to trap and trans-
port and release them,” Martinelli 
said. Sometimes they use cages to 
trap turkeys but for large flocks 
such as this one, they drop a net. 
Turkeys can fly but their wings are 
only made for short bursts to new 
feeding sites.
 If the California Department of 
Fish and Game issues a depredation 
permit to trap animals, they must 
be killed, Martinelli explained. 
When pest control professionals 
remove raccoons or skunks from 
yards, they must dispose of them 
even though that may not be what 
the homeowner intended.
 The trapped turkeys will be 
released in a wildlife area. There is 
one at Cash Creek, said Martinelli, 
and another near Fresno. The vol-
unteers also remove turkeys from 
state parks due to what Martinelli 
calls the department’s 11th com-
mandment: Thou shalt not have 
non-native species in the park. 
Martinelli says turkeys are native 
to California based on ice-age evi-
dence found in the La Brea tar pits. 
But there are no fossil records of 
the California turkey after about 
10,000 years ago, which brings up 
the point: What is a “native”?
 “We are hunting conservation-
ists,” Martinelli explained about the 

National Wildlife Turkey Federation. 
The wild turkey population was 
down to about 50,000 at one time, 
he said, and is now up to more than 
2-1/2 million. He added that the only 
way to maintain the population is to 
trap and move them; if you just put 
out the eggs to hatch, the young ones 
are born without survival skills.
 Martinelli said the biggest 
threat to local wild turkeys are 
cats—housecats as well as coyotes 
and bobcats that come down from 
Mount Diablo. Also, skunks and 
raccoons like to eat turkey eggs.
 Martinelli goes turkey hunting 
several times a year, in California 
as well as Missouri, Montana and 
Arizona. And, yes, his family will be 
eating wild turkey on Thanksgiving.
 “This year’s turkey came from 
Geyserville,” he said. “A wild tur-
key is much better for you. It has 
zero fat and also is not getting 
stored chemicals from grain. It 
tastes like regular turkey.”
 Wild turkey is a family tradition 
for him because when he was grow-
ing up in Sacramento, his father 
hunted the Thanksgiving dinner. 
And he learned from his mother 
that although she would cook it, the 
hunter cleans it.
 His family also has a tradition 
of serving ravioli on Thanksgiving. 
When I married my Italian hus-
band I was surprised that his fam-
ily served pasta with turkey—or 
anything else—on every holiday. 
Everyone would eat hearty help-
ings of ravioli and the turkey was 
barely touched.
 Martinelli welcomes both deer and 
turkeys to his back yard off Roundhill 
Road and said a flock of about 30 
turkeys marches up and down the hill 
behind his yard on a regular basis. He 
can ignore the turkey mess, he said, 
but he did get annoyed when the deer 
ate his tomato plants.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli 
can be e-mailed at editor@

DanvilleWeekly.com.

Gobble, gobble

First Class FREE!
• Jump start weight loss
• Combat the baby blues

• Make new friends
• Be with your child

FIND THE NEAREST CLASS AT:

Your hometown 
newspaper away 

from home



Page 14 • November 17, 2006 • Danville Weekly

Perspective
E D I T O R I A L S •  L E T T E R S  •  O P I N I O N S  A B O U T  L O C A L  I S S U E S

No ‘can do’ for seniors
Dear Editor:
 I agree with Linda Stolow’s let-
ter of Nov. 10—Danville does need 
a senior center; however, when the 
idea was brought up some months 
back, it was vigorously opposed 
and “shot down” by a town official. 
I forget the reasons offered but was 
disturbed by the vehemence shown 
toward the question of why we do 
not have one.
 I do not like to think that the 
nice town of Danville, which has 
a “can do” attitude toward many 
projects, wants to brush off this 
important and worthy need.

Beth Gardner, 
Danville

Kudos for independent 
films

Dear Editor:
 The California Independent 
Film Festival, which is headquar-
tered on Hartz Avenue in Danville, 
put on a great five-day festival 
recently. My adventure at the 
Orinda Theater and at the Ed Asner 
Lifetime Achievement Award at 
the Livermore Community Center 
was a peek into another world. A 
tender highlight of the evening 
was the appearance of Ed Asner’s 
high school sweetheart from long 
ago. Mr. Asner and all of the stars 
were gracious and friendly to the 
capacity crowd. Another notewor-
thy experience was meeting two 
representatives from the Sapporo 
Japan Short Film Festival, which is 
a sister city event to Livermore’s.
 Short films by free-thinking art-
ists make me wonder why I pay so 
much to see big-name full-length 
movies that usually are not nearly 
as entertaining or thought pro-
voking as the independent short 
works. When you stay to study 
the credits at the end of a 15-
20 minute short you realize how 
many dedicated people put forth 
so much effort for their art. Go 
meet all those artists who are so 
open and free with their ideas and 
knowledge. It doesn’t take long to 
find out how expensive filmmak-
ing is. Where the beginner finds 
the financial support is a story in 
itself. Obviously it involves some 
sort of magic.
 As the worn phrase goes, 
“What’s wrong with this picture?” 
There are thousands of great short 
movies from all over the world 
floating around in the mail or lying 
on someone’s desk and Hollywood 
spends millions promoting a full 
length dud that you and I are 
expected to pay $9 to see.

Frank Thornburgh, 
Walnut Creek
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Y O U R  T U R N

 From the corporate world to the political scene, 
people must work together to get things done, includ-
ing the Danville Town Council. The fact that the voters 
re-elected the two incumbents probably means they are 
pleased with Danville and its leadership.
 In the council election, council members Karen 
Stepper and Mike Shimansky were up for re-election, 
challenged by Planning Commissioner Robert Storer. 
The other council members, Newell Arnerich, Candace 
Andersen and Mike Doyle, supported Storer in his 
bid.
 At the Town Council meeting last week, the night 
after the election, a supporter of Shimansky’s took 
the podium to tell the three that they should not have 
campaigned against 
sitting council mem-
bers. Councilwoman 
Andersen reminded 
him that in the last elec-
tion, the two running 
this year had supported 
someone else against 
the incumbents.
 Although Town 
Council members rep-
resent the residents of 
Danville in making 
decisions for the good 
of the town, as individ-
uals they are entitled 
to their own opinions. Since they work with each other 
on so many issues, they get to know each other from a 
different perspective and can offer insight as can other 
people who work with them on regional committees or 
projects.
 People’s supporters tell a lot about them, which is 
why people running for office try to get endorsements 
from elected officials as well as other people. There is 
no reason that council members should be excluded 
from this process. We trust that when five people are 
in office they will work together toward the common 
goal, no matter what their differences of opinion or 
what happened during election time.
 Each member has the right to express his or her opin-
ion on the best candidate for office. It’s not necessarily 
bad if they don’t endorse each other. The important 
thing is that they can put aside their personal differ-
ences and get things done.

E D I T O R I A L  •  T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  W E E K LY

Backing candidates

AJ Design

• Home Staging
• Interior Design
• Redesign & Color Consultation

Agnes GordonAgnes Gordon

131 Benjamin Lane
Danville

925-858-2365

aggieg@sbcglobal.net

3440-D
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton

925-846-SMOG

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon

925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Poluters

$20OFF

Smog K ing
Every two years... 

You just gotta’ do it.

In & out in
20 minutes

Neighborhood Brewpub

Come check out 
our huge patio 

dining area!

www.hopyard.com

San Ramon
(925) 277-9600

470 Market Place

Pleasanton
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Rd.

We trust that when 
five people are in 
office they will work 
together toward 
the common goal, 
no matter what 
happened during 
election time.
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HOLIDAY SPARKLE
Grand Opening!

15%
  Off All Merchandise

3150 Danville Boulevard Alamo

925.743.1741

Interior Design Service Available

Elements of Style

Tuesday-Saturday 11am-4pm

Home Furnishings Gifts & Accessories

Holiday

Boutique Wine Cellar

Bringing unique wines from 
family-owned wineries to you!

Give that perfect holiday gift

•  Wine-tasting party 
gift certifi cate

• Custom wine basket
• Wine club

To order call (925) 457-3847
www.bwcellar.net

5737 Valley Avenue . Pleasanton 

COME IN FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAY 

GIFTS
We carry an 

extensive array of 
exceptional giftware

Specializing In Unique 
European Furniture

& Home Embellishments

Tuesday-Friday 10-6
Saturday-Sunday 11-5

925 426 8844

Handcrafted Frames from Colombia . . .

ACANTHUS
FINE FRAMES & MIRRORS 

Purveyors & Craftsmen 
of 

Fine Picture Frames
Custom Mirrors, Art Conservation 

Frame Restorations, Mirror Antiquing 
Carving, Gilding 

&
Other Fine Things

MASTER CERTIFIED PICTURE FRAMER

866-1144
2005 Crow Canyon Place, San Ramon 

Next to Max’s in Magnolia Square 
www.acanthusonline.com

. . .  Exquisite!
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

P arents of some special education children 
bewail their failure to flourish in a system 
they have found intimidating, unresponsive and 

unfriendly.
 In the past few years, dozens of parents in the San 
Ramon Valley have bemoaned publicly that the needs 
of their children in special education are not being 
met, which has created friction between them and 
top administrators in the San Ramon Valley Unified 
School District.
 Many of them have taken school officials into lengthy 
legal proceedings to resolve their differences, with 
each party spending thousands of dollars on lawyers to 
win their arguments. Last year, the district spent more 
than $800,000 in special education disputes. Of this, 
$135,000 went to deal with a fraud case with a company 
that was supposed to provide special services.
 This year, the budget for settling legal cases is 
around $500,000, said District Superintendent Rob 
Kessler.
 Approximately 50 parents complained to 
Assemblyman Guy Houston (R., District 15) at an 
emotionally charged meeting last summer. At a fol-
low-up gathering, around 100 parents showed up and 
several have continued venting to Houston.
 “I find the district intimidating,” said Agnes Pawlak, 
the mother of 7-year-old Trevor, an autistic child. 
“There are a lot of struggles.”

“It’s unbelievable what we have gone through,” noted 
Tammy Brock, also a mother of an autistic child. “I 
don’t think the issues are that difficult to solve.”
 “We shouldn’t be considered to be an angry parents 
group just because we are trying to advocate for our 
children,” she added. “That’s our job as parents. It’s 
not just a small group of parents.”
 “It’s very confrontational. We need to have a better 
system than we have now,” said Jim McVay, a father of 
two children with special needs, who recently ran for 
school board. “Hundreds and thousands of dollars have 
been spent on both sides. It shouldn’t come to that.”
 “We never like getting to that place,” Kessler said.
 District officials and School Board trustees have 
agreed that special education services need to improve, 
and they have been working diligently to make learn-
ing opportunities available for all students.
 Also, they said the majority of parents who have 

kids with special education were pleased with the 
district’s services and only a handful of parents have 
found them unsatisfactory.
 Regardless of the number of complaints, they said 
they are making efforts to revamp the system.
 “It’s going to be a priority,” Trustee Joan Buchanan 
said. 

What is special education?

 Special education is instruction in public schools that 
is individually designed for children from birth to age 22 
who qualify according to laws and regulations made by 
the state and federal governments. It is based on the 1975 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 
the nation’s special education law, according to a 2005 
report by the U.S. House of Representatives Committee 
on Education and the Workforce.
 Children are eligible for special education if they 
need special services and meet the age requirements 
and the disability criteria of the 13 disabling condi-
tions outlined by IDEA.
 The disabilities are the following: autism; deafness; 
deaf-blind; hard of hearing; mental retardation; multi-
handicapped; severe orthopedic impairment; health 
problems such as heart conditions, tuberculosis, rheu-
matic fever, nephritis and asthma; emotional distur-
bance; specific learning disability; speech impair-
ment; traumatic brain injury; and visual impairment.
 Students are declared eligible if their disability 
adversely affects their educational performance. An 
“adverse effect” is when youths fail to receive passing 
remarks as they progress through the grades.
 “It’s a system that’s based on failure,” Buchanan 
said. She had a dyslexic child in the district who did 
not qualify for special education because he did well 
enough in his regular classes.
 There are approximately 25,000 students in the 
district, and roughly 2,400 children are in special 
education.
 IDEA provides billions of federal dollars to assist 
states and local communities in providing instruction 
for approximately 6 million students with varying 
degrees of disabilities who participate in special edu-
cation, according to the report.
 In exchange for federal funding, IDEA requires 
states to provide a “free appropriate public education in 
the least restrictive environment” and supports due pro-
cess to ensure the provisions of the law are enacted.
 Kessler said the district spends $23 million on 
special education and has received approximately $16 
million to $17 million from federal and state levels 
combined. He said the district’s general funds make 
up the difference.
 The Contra Costa Special Education Local Planning 
Area (SELPA) is the regional organization in charge 
of making sure federal and state funds flow to districts 

for special education. There are 15 districts and the 
County Office of Education in the regional SELPA.
 “The money that comes from the SELPA—a com-
bination from state and federal—is not based on the 
number of special education and special needs. It’s 
based on the total district enrollment,” Kessler said.
 The West Contra Costa and Mt. Diablo school 
districts have their own SELPA because of their 
large size.
 Kessler noted that one of the difficulties with fed-
eral and state funding is it does not cover all of the 
costs for special education.
 “It’s not unique to California,” Kessler said.
 To qualify for special education, a child and parent 
must go through an assessment to ascertain whether a 
child needs special services.
 School personnel are responsible for identifying 
children with exceptional needs and referring them 
for assessment. Also, the district encourages teachers 
and parents to join the process. 
 Parents questioning their child’s progress, either 
developmentally or academically, should first request 
a conference with the teacher. A teacher, parent, 
physician or any other person involved with a child’s 
educational growth can make a referral to special 
education.
 Assessments include testing and conferences with 
school professionals such as teachers, nurses, counsel-
ors and therapists to determine if a child needs special 
services. Parents need to provide a written consent to 
receive an evaluation and also need to participate.
 If the assessment finds a child needs special educa-
tion, the child and the child’s parents or guardians 
will develop an Individual Education Program (IEP), 
which creates specific coursework and instruction 
tailored to the individual needs.
 A student’s IEP team may include:
• The student, if appropriate;
• Parents;
• Special education provider;
• A district representative;
• A transition service agency representative;
• A person who can interpret the assessment results;
• A district representative; and
• Others with knowledge or expertise about the child.
 Together, the IEP team writes a program for the 
special needs student. A meeting to write it must be 
held within 30 days of deciding a child is eligible for 
special education and related services, according to 
the U.S. Department of Education.
 Also, educators must tell the parents the purpose of 
the meeting and inform them who will be attending.
 Buchanan said this process, with so many specialists 
involved, can be overwhelming to parents, who are 
learning how special education works for children.
 After the plan begins, progress reports are made 
to make sure a child is reaching his or her goals. The 
child is re-evaluated every year.

by Jordan M. Doronila

StruStrugggglele The challenges of special education

“Special education is not a scientific 
process. It’s an emotional process. 
Parents and staff care very deeply.”

—Superintendent Robert Kessler
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 Parents or guardians have the option of due process 
if they have issues they feel cannot be resolved infor-
mally with administrators.

An emotional process

 “We are dealing with children,” Kessler said. 
“Special education is not a scientific process. It’s an 
emotional process.”
 “Parents and staff care very deeply,” he added. “It’s 
a partnership that’s governed by 4,000 different proce-
dures.”
 Relationships have sometimes become contentious 
in seeking the best quality services and curriculum for 
youths in special education in the district.
 “We are still struggling to work on this,” Tammy 
Brock said. 
 Parents have complained that special services are 
not being provided or are being outright denied to 
children, she said.
 The state Department of Education had found the 
district “out of compliance” by not providing speech 
language or occupational therapy for Brock’s son, 
according to a department report.
 Others have said their children have not received the 
appropriate help.
 “It’s ultimately about getting the right service,” 
McVay said. 
 He recalled that it took six months for his son to get 
an aide shortly after he was qualified for special 
education.
 “It hurt his ability to participate in class by not 
getting the support needed in time,” he said.
 Additionally, it took 17 to 18 months for his 
son to receive services from the initial time when 
his educational plan was formed. McVay said his 
son’s assessment started in March and his IEP 
was made in November. He did not receive ser-
vices until February of the following year.
 “It’s a lot of time that was lost,” McVay said.
 “They should have quality service when they 
start,” he added. “It’s too slow in providing services.”
 However, he said he is satisfied now with the 
instruction that his child receives.
 Several parents said the IEP process has been incon-
sistent and unwelcoming.
 Jess Pawlak, Trevor’s father, added that IEP team 
members often do not come to a unified decision about 
what is best for his son.
 He believes they are too influenced by top adminis-
trators.
 “They can’t make any decisions,” he said. At times, 
the IEP team brings in lawyers when they all meet 
together.
 Brock remembered that her daughter’s IEP team 
held a meeting without her.
 “We were fed up,” she said. “Holding an IEP with-
out a parent is like saying, ‘Sue me.’”
 Several parents noted there is a high turnover of 
teaching aides and staff specialists. McVay said the 
district finds it difficult to retain some professionals 
such as speech therapists.
 Additionally, some complained, the quality of 
instruction can be inappropriate.
 Jess Pawlak said his son was diagnosed with a series of 
complex disabilities—nonverbal autism among them—
and aides lack credentials to sufficiently tend to his 
needs.
 Brock said another complaint is that the district lumps 
kids with special needs together in too broad of a group. 
As a result, the interactions can be acerbic or hurtful.
 She said her daughter was clumped together in a 
classroom with a girl who had traces of volatile behav-
ior. She said they had a fight and the girl stabbed her 
daughter with a pencil.
 “She’s traumatized,” Brock said and her daughter 
tells her, “I hate school.”
 “How do you teach to that?” she asked.
 When parents and the district fail to resolve their 
differences, they often go into a “fair hearing.”

The district responds: Working on solutions

 “I feel that we need to do a much better job in 
being welcoming in our special education system,” 
Kessler said. 

 “I assure you we are behind in making changes to 
make the system better,” Buchanan said.
 Both Kessler and Buchanan said the district is doing 
many things right in special education, and they said most 
parents and students have been happy with its services.
 “We are doing a pretty good job in helping the stu-
dents get successful,” said Kessler. “It’s a handful of 
situations that don’t get resolved at an informal level.”
 When district officials haven’t been welcoming or 
they haven’t followed the procedures correctly, or the 
parents would like services the district cannot provide, 
they go into disputes with attorneys, Kessler said.
 “(The legal process) is heavily regulated,” he said. 
“You haven’t resolved something significant to the 
family. Sometimes, you have tried everything.”
 Kessler said the high turnover rate and inconsistency 
with specialists, such as speech therapists, is due to a 
shortage of professionals nationally.
 “There has been a high turnover rate in some areas 
such as speech,” Buchanan said. “We are recruiting at 
the college level and some in the private sector.”
 “We just don’t pay enough,” she said. “We live in a 
very expensive area.”
 “We notified parents,” Kessler said about the lack of 
speech therapists. “Once we find somebody, we will 
compensate for services missed.”
 Kessler said there is a steering committee that has 
been in place for three years for parents and staff of all 
levels to monitor special education and make recom-
mendations for improvements.

 Moreover, Buchanan said she has been consulting 
with a parent liaison in the Mt. Diablo Unified School 
District who provides advice and feedback on how to 
make the system better.
 She added that a committee has met with an inde-
pendent advocate from Sonoma County, and the 
district is thinking of bringing in an ombudsman to 
provide alternative ways to solve disputes and train 
parents about their rights.
 “We need to find friendlier ways,” Buchanan said. 
“We need to work better and minimize the conflict we 
do have.”
 “We may never have a system that’s perfect,” she 
added.
 In addition, the district Parent Teachers Association 
has a strong special needs community, and it is work-
ing closely with the district.
 Also, the district is working to create its own 
SELPA, which will be running in June 2007. This will 
give the district more control over special education 
money and more flexibility to use it “in ways that are 
going to help our community,” Kessler said.
 Board trustees approved the district’s own SELPA 
plan at their meeting Tuesday.
 The portion of money used to pay for the technical 
costs of the Contra Costra SELPA can be used for 
other services in special education, Kessler said.
 “It will be good for us to have our autonomy,” said 
Linda Rowley Thom, the district assistant director in 
special programs. “It really narrows our focus.”
 Brock suggested some of the following to the dis-
trict: Assign a manager of special programs to get to 
know parents’ children; fulfill everything in the IEP; 
allow parents and their experts to view programs; and 
observe procedural timelines and notice requirements.
 Some parents said they feel they have been left out 
of the district’s steering committee.
 “We didn’t even know it existed,” said Jess Pawlak. 
“They have to have some new ideas.”
 Parents hope their efforts come to fruition and their 
children grow up able to function well in society.
 “You have to count your blessings,” Brock said. 
“When you don’t get the support you need, it makes 
life a lot more difficult.”
 “I don’t mind working with the school district as 
long as it’s fair and equitable,” said Pawlak. ■

“We shouldn’t be considered to 
be an angry parents group just 
because we are trying to 
advocate for our children.”

—Parent Tammy Brock Gone Tomorrow.

1299 Parkside Drive
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.927.6600

4250 Rosewood Drive
Pleasanton, CA 94588

925.468.0460

With 2 locations to serve you:

Wanted: Fine Furniture

Our customers want your furniture!

Your Art, Mirrors & Accesories too!

Here Today.

Furniture Sale
We pay the Tax FRI, SAT & SUN 

NOV. 24, 25, 26

It’s easy. Consign an item 
to us to sell on your behalf. 
We’ll display your furniture 
and jewelry in our spacious 
showrooms. When someone 
makes a purchase, they 
get a great deal. You get 
cash…and good things fi nd 
a new home. Discover 
Consignment Plus today!

Hours:
Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm Sun Noon - 5pm

DW

Pre-Holiday Jewelry Sale
(Walnut Creek Store Only)

Fri, Sat, & Sun Nov 24, 25, 26

25% off all fi ne jewelry
(Excluding watches)

Consignment goes upscale!

442 Hartz  Avenue 
in Downtown Danville
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

925.820.4956

Dress your Kids in the Best For The Holidays!

 * Overstock in Size 4T *

Cach Cach, Janie/Jack, Gymboree, Ralph 
plus Shoes! 

Adorable Kids Dressers are Here!

Time to Drop off Snow Gear/
Boots!!
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Massage room too hot 
to handle
 Fire damaged a small building used for mas-
sages that belongs to the Body Adventure bou-
tique Monday afternoon in Danville, said Battalion 
Chief Mike Brown of the San Ramon Valley Fire 
Protection District.
 The fire broke out at 3:30 p.m. in a detached cottage 
behind the Body Adventure at 160 E. Prospect Ave. It 
started in an exhaust vent of a heater unit, then spread 
up the wall and into the attic, Brown said.
 Masseuses on the premises saw smoke and 
immediately called for help. Firefighters responded 
with four engines and one truck and contained the 

fire in the facility. They poked a hole into the roof 
to release the fire and doused it with water.
 No one was injured, Brown said. The fire caused 
an estimated $50,000 worth of property damage. 
Plus $5,000 damage was done to contents of the 
cottage, including draperies, decorations and some 
clothing.
 Brown said the probable cause of the incident 
was a breach in the exhaust vent of the heater, due 
to old age.
 “These types of things happen,” Brown said. 
“Things should be inspected on a regular basis. You 
should have your heater units inspected by certified 
heater technicians.”

—Jordan M. Doronila

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

• Identity theft on San Thomas Way at 
1:24 p.m.

• Identity theft on San Thomas Way at 
2:15 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Camino Ramon at 3:28 p.m.

• Drug violation on Green Valley Rd. 
at 7:07 p.m.

• DUI, arrest, on Hartz Ave. and 
Railroad Ave. at 7:53 p.m.

• Auto burglary on Stone Valley Rd. at 
9:44 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 10

• Battery on Hartz Ave. at 12:01 a.m.

• Computer data access fraud on 
Dunhill Dr. at 10:25 a.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Sycamore Valley Rd. W. at 10:29 
a.m.

• Credit card fraud on Shadewell Rd. 
at 11:22 a.m.

• Grand theft on El Cerro Ct. at 12:10 
p.m.

• Drunk in public on San Ramon 
Valley Blvd. at 4:17 p.m.

• Petty theft, shoplift, on Hartz Ave. at 
7:23 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 11

• Identity theft on Hermosa Ct. at 
10:23 a.m.

• Battery on Winfield Ln. at 1:56 p.m.

• Grand theft on El Cerro Ct. at 2:25 
p.m.

• Petty theft, shoplift, on Railroad Ave. 
at 4:58 p.m.

• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 
Blackhawk Plaza and Camino 
Tassajara at 7:06 p.m.

• DUI, arrest, on Crow Canyon Rd. at 
8:55 p.m.

• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Hartz 
Ave. at 10:22 p.m.

• Drunk in public on Sycamore Valley 
Rd. W. at 10:47 p.m.

• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Hartz 
Ave. at 10:54 p.m.

• Petty theft on Camino Tassajara at 
10:58 p.m.

• DUI, arrest, on Crown Canyon Rd. 
and St. George Rd. at 11:10 
p.m.

• Drunk in public on Sycamore Valley 
Rd. W. at 11:11 p.m.

• DUI, arrest, on Cathy Ln. at 11:13 
p.m.

P O L I C E  L O G

6513 Regional Street . Dublin . 925 828 9111
Open 7 days a week for lunch & dinner

$2 OFF per diner
One coupon per table. Holidays excluded. Expires 12-31-06

10% OFF your total bill
Dim Sum, Dinner or Take-out. One coupon per 

table. Holidays excluded. Expires 12-31-06

LUNCH BUFFET

Dim Sum
Banquets

Buffet

Tired of Overcrowded Gyms?
We Offer an Exclusive One-on-One 

Personal Training Facility

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director
  NSCA Certified Strength and 

Conditioning Specialist
B.A. Degree from Harvard University
ACE Certified Personal Trainer

3120-D Crow Canyon Road
HealthandFitnessPlus.net

925-867-3488

• STRENGTH & POWER DEVELOPMENT
• LIFESTYLE & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
• BOXING FITNESS WORKOUTS
• CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS
• SPORT-SPECIFIC TRAINING
• PERSONAL DEFENSE TRAINING

Free In-Home
Consultation

Senior Independence!

Select Your Caregiver

• Up to 24 hour care
• Meal Preparation
• Errands/Shopping
• Hygiene Assistance
• Light Housekeeping
• Respite Care for
    Families
• Rewarding
    Companionship
• Experienced Caregivers
• You Select Your 
    Caregiver!

925.552.6500
www.jmhomecare.com
16 Crow Canyon Court
Suite 200, San Ramon

The Danville Police Department 
made the following information avail-
able. Under the law, those charged 
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted. 

Sunday, Nov. 5
• Party disturbance on Everett Dr. at 

3:50 a.m.

• Auto burglary on La Gonda Way at 
9:09 a.m.

• Drunk in public on La Gonda Way at 
3:37 p.m.

• Identity theft on La Gonda Way at 
5:37 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 6 
• Vandalism on San Ramon Valley 

Blvd. at 8:51 a.m.

• Identity theft on Still Creek Pl. at 
10:16 a.m.

• Vandalism on El Dorado Ave. at 
10:21 a.m.

• Felony hit-and-run on El Capitan Dr. 
and St. Regis Dr. at 3:39 p.m.

• Accident with major injuries on 
Montcrest Pl. at 4:03 p.m.

• Petty theft on Love Ln. at 4:08 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Camino Ramon and Dubost Ct. 
at 4:19 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 7
• Suspicious circumstances at 

Charlotte Wood Middle School at 
10:48 a.m.

• Drunk in public on Ashley Cir. at
11:01 a.m.

• Felony, other, on Glen Eagle Ct. at 
3:04 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Camino Ramon and Sycamore 
Valley Rd. at 5:41 p.m.

• Possession of counterfeit bill on 
Wilshire Ct. at 6:13 p.m.

• Identity theft on Green Valley Ct. at 
7:45 p.m.

• Trespassing with vehicle on Town 
and Country Dr. at 8:09 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 8
• Auto burglary on Westfield Cir. at 

9:17 a.m.

• Residential burglary on Fountain 
Springs Cir. at 2:43 p.m.

• Court order violation on Railroad 
Ave. at 4 p.m.

• Petty theft on Cottage Dr. at 5:09 
p.m.

• Misdemeanor driving under the 
influence (DUI), arrest, on San 
Ramon Valley Blvd. at 6:11 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 9
• Drunk in public on Railroad Ave. at 

1:12 a.m.

• Accident, property damage, on El 
Cerro Blvd. and I-680 north-
bound onramp at 9:10 a.m.

• Forgery of fraudulent documents on 
Summer Hill Ct. at 9:42 a.m.

• Credit card fraud on Railroad Ave. at 
10:16 a.m.

• Petty theft on Linda Mesa Ave. at 
10:55 a.m.



LUNCH .  DINNER

Hidden in a corner 
of San Ramon, this gem 

of a restaurant is garnering 
rave reviews for their fresh 

and rustic cuisine.

925.314.0974
2416 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

San Ramon

Open Thanksgiving Day
1 pm - 7 pm

Special 3-course Menu Including
Diestel Free Range Turkey with All 
the Fixings and a Choice of Esin’s 

Special Desserts

Adults $38.99
Children $13.99

Call Now for Reservations!
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Salley Ardery Cirimele

 Salley Ardery Cirimele, 63, a 
resident of Danville, passed away 
Oct. 22.
 She was born Sept. 3, 1943, the 
daughter of Winston Breckenridge 
Ardery of Louisville, Ky., and 
Cembra Stephens Ardery of San 
Francisco.
 She was a woman of faith, known 
for her beautiful flower arrange-
ments, thoughtful letters, vibrant 
watercolors and zest for life.
 She was preceded in death by 
her husband Derryle Cirimele; she 
is survived by her three children, 
Kathy McCardia, Renee French 
and Ken Kincaid; as well as her 
five grandchildren. Sally also 
leaves behind her best friend and 
sister, Wyn Flo; her boyfriend, Ken 
Yagi; and cat, Casey.
 A memorial service was held Oct. 
28 at Wilson & Kratzer Chapel of 
the San Ramon Valley in Danville 
and a “celebration of her life” is 
planned for January. Memorial 
contributions in Sally’s name 
can be made to Shepherd’s Gate, 
1660 Portola Ave., Livermore, CA 
94551.

Richard T. Kirk

 Richard T. Kirk, 71, peacefully 
passed away Oct. 26 at his Danville 
home after a long illness.
 He was born Dec. 27, 1934, 
in Pittsburgh, Pa., graduated from 
West View High School in 1952 
and served four years in the U.S. 
Air Force. He went to work for 
Chevron in 1957 as a gas station 
attendant and retired in 1992 as a 
purchasing manager.
 He served in YMCA Indian 
Guides, Little League, Pony League 
and Senior Baseball Leagues, and 
high school booster clubs for base-
ball, football, volleyball and soft-
ball. He was a member of Grace 
Lutheran Church, a Master Mason, 
a member of Buchanan Flying 
Club, SIRS, Chevron Retirees, 
and the Diablo A’s Model A Ford 
Club.
 He is survived by his loving wife 
of 48 years, Adell; son Stephen; 
daughter Deborah and her hus-
band, Brad Everett; and his beloved 
grandchildren, Scott, Kate and 
Matthew.
 A memorial service was held at 
First Lutheran Church in Concord 
on Nov. 4. The family would appre-
ciate donations in his memory to 
the American Lung Association or 
a charity of your choice.

Marjorie Ann Aiken 
Fisher
 Danville resident Marjorie Ann 
Aiken Fisher, 91, passed away Oct. 
30, joining loving husband John; 
parents Margaret and William 
Aiken, and granddaughter Betsy.
 She was born June 14, 1915, 
in New Castle, Pa., and grew up 
in Sharon, Pa. In 1935, she mar-
ried John C. Fisher and they later 
moved to Albany, N.Y., where they 
raised their daughter, Margy. In 

1968, they moved to Danville.
 She was a longtime member of 
Community Presbyterian Church 
and a Deacon. Later in life, when 
her eyesight was seriously impaired, 
she listened to books on tapes and 
used a magnifying projector to cor-
respond with friends and family.
 She is survived by her daughter 
Margy; son-in-law Arthur; grand-
son Dave; granddaughter Sharon; 
great-grandson, David; daughter-
in-law, Laverne; brother-in-law, Ed 
(“Mick”) Fisher; and several nieces 
and nephews. She was a “second 
mother” to Elizabeth Aiken Burt, a 
niece. She also leaves behind many 
dear friends who loved her.
 A Celebration of Life was held 
Nov. 2 at Creekside Community 
Church in Alamo. Donations may 
be made to the Compassionate 
Friends, P.O. Box 5523, Walnut 
Creek, CA 94596.

S H O P P I N G

B O R I N G?
THOUSANDS

DESIGNER PIECESof

ExploringTHEN GO

New Stock Everyday
All at Consignment Prices

Danville
925-866-6164
1901 Camino Ramon

San Mateo
650-577-8979

1888 S. Norfork 

Los Altos
650-917-8526

400 Main St

San Rafael
415-456-2765

863 E. Francisco

Saratoga
408-871-8890
600 El Paseo de Saratoga



by B. Lynn Goodwin

B anner signs outside the Livery often 
invite the public to view animals avail-
able for adoption. Some lucky dogs 

and cats will find new homes that day, but 
the ones left behind are also lucky: They 
are being helped by Tony LaRussa’s Animal 
Rescue Foundation, which makes a concert-
ed effort to match each potential pet parent 
with the right animal.
 “ARF is about people rescuing animals 
and animals rescuing people through com-
panionship and unconditional love,” said 
Elena Bicker, a Danville resident who has 
been ARF’s executive director since August.
 “I don’t look at ARF as a career. I look at 
it as a lifestyle,” she said.
 Bicker glows as she talks about the par-
ticipation of her yellow Lab Sadie in a 
program called Tender Loving Care. This 
pet-assisted therapy was begun by ARF in 
1999 for adolescents at the Chris Adams 
Girls’ Center, a 20-bed residential facility 
located next to Juvenile Hall in Martinez. 
Through the program, the girls learn about 
unconditional love and nurturing as they 
work daily to care for, train and socialize 
ARF animals.
 Bicker recalled being in the audience when 
Sadie graduated from the 12-week TLC 
program. Sadie’s caregiver, a teenage girl 
from a single parent household in Richmond, 
announced with great pride, “This is my dog, 
Sadie.”
 Bicker was both surprised and proud. 
Sadie was her dog and would be coming 
home with her that day.
 “I learned a lot from Sadie because when 
my mom would yell at me, I would shut 

down, and wouldn’t listen to her. I’d make 
my mom really mad,” the young caregiver 
went on to say. “When Sadie wasn’t listening 
to me, I would get mad, but the madder I got, 
the more Sadie didn’t listen. I learned that’s 
not good communication.”
 Speaking directly to Sadie, she added, “I 
know when I was with you I told you I didn’t 
like your kisses, but I’m going to miss those 
the most.”
 Normally Sadie camps out in Bicker’s 
office along with her other dog, Kayla, a 
14-year-old golden retriever. Bicker came to 
ARF in 1993 as a volunteer, after learning 
about the organization at a Wynona Judd 
concert. Five years later, she joined ARF’s 
staff as the marketing director and generated 
more than $1 million in funding during her 
first year. She was appointed to the tempo-
rary executive director position in January 
and the assignment became permanent in 
August.
 Bicker grew up with dogs and cats as 
she moved frequently as a child because 
her father was a fighter pilot in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. She fell in love with Northern 
California when she attended St. Mary’s 
College in Moraga and stayed in the area 
after she earned her bachelor’s in business 
in 1985. Before joining ARF’s staff, Bicker 
spent 11 years with GE Capital.
 She and her husband Bill live in the 
Hidden Oaks neighborhood with their two 
“four-legged” children, Sadie and Kayla.
 “I love cats, however, I do not have one 
currently,” she said. “This does allow me to 
spend quality time with the cats rescued from 
death row. There are more than 100 to choose 
from on any given day.”
 ARF’s no-kill policy is a source of pride 

for Bicker. Animals that would have been 
put to death live in cozy, glass-enclosed 
“condos.” Visitors can observe the dogs and 
cats, make eye contact, and possibly fall in 
love.
 When people adopt a pet, the $200 fee 
includes six classes to help owner and pet 
bond. These classes help everyone to “speak 
the same language,” Bicker said.
 ARF offers 
several People 
Connect programs 
that turn the shel-
ter into a commu-
nity center: The 
All Stars Humane 
Education Program 
teaches children 
how to approach 
pets and how to 
care for them; the 
Visiting Animal 
Program brings 
pets to hospitals 
and senior centers; 
Project ALIVE 
invites young 
adults with severe 
mental and physical disabilities to bond with 
the animals; and Tender Loving Care reaches 
out to at-risk youths.
 The organization has grown in leaps and 
bounds and moved several times since it was 
founded in 1991 by LaRussa, the former 
manager of the Oakland A’s. When a cat was 
cornered after wandering onto the A’s base-
ball field in 1990, LaRussa was dismayed 
to find there was not one animal shelter in 
the East Bay with a no-kill policy. Tony and 
his wife Elaine found a home for that cat, 

and eventually went on to start their Animal 
Rescue Foundation.
 The organization now resides in a state-of-
the-art, 37,700-square-foot facility on Marshall 
Drive in Walnut Creek, opened in June 2003.
 Though it functions as a community cen-
ter, it is much more.
 “Calling ARF a community center is like 
calling the Taj Mahal a house,” Bicker said. 

“People don’t 
know we are a hid-
den jewel. I wish 
more people knew 
about it.”
 “ARF has an 
amazing selection 
of animals,” she 
added. “I fall in 
love every day—
it is hard not to, 
with more than 
150 animals on 
the property on 
any given day. I 
love canoodling 
with the cats and 
greeting the dogs 
when out for a 

walk with one of ARF’s volunteers.”
 The enduring commitment made by more 
than 500 volunteers, whose work adds up 
to that of 28 full-time staff members, has 
been amazing to her.
 Hours to meet the animals are 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday-Friday. Call 256-1ARF (256-
1273) or visit www.arf.net. ARF also wel-
comes volunteers and donations.
 Or next time the mobile adoption unit 
is in town, check out the possibilities for 
friendship. ■
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To the rescue

Danville woman finds her 
lifestyle at Tony LaRussa’s 
Animal Rescue Foundation

ARF executive director 
Elena Bicker with Kayla 
(left) and Sadie near 
the ARF facility, which 
opened in 2003.

Cat condos at ARF are roomy and comfortable, which makes the 
animals more adoptable and more adaptable to their new homes.

COURTESY OF ARF

CO
UR

TE
SY

 O
F 

AR
F



Danville Weekly • November 17, 2006 • Page 23

R egardless of whether you 
favor a juicy drumstick, a 
crispy wing or gravy-topped 

breast pieces, who doesn’t love 
right-out-of-the oven roasted tur-
key on Thanksgiving dinner? It’s 
just not Thanksgiving without the 
turkey. But, for me, a Thanksgiving 
dinner would be less than memo-
rable without all those delectable, 
mouth-watering side dishes. Truth 
be told, the turkey meat tastes even 
better when it slides over into the 
mashed potatoes or soaks up the 
flavor of the candied yams. Yes, the 
Thanksgiving season provides an 
ideal opportunity to showcase great 
side dishes that can enhance a meal 
any time of year. In fact, cook and 
serve one of your family’s favorite 
Thanksgiving side dishes at a non-
holiday time and you’ll see how 
much delight the surprise offering 
will bring.
 As you plan your Thanksgiving 
side dishes, think variety—of 
taste, texture and color—to create 
a meal that is broadly appealing. 
If you know the culinary prefer-
ences of your guests, try to include 
something for everyone. All green 
vegetables, no carbs or too many 
spicy dishes just won’t do for a 
multi-generational crowd. Neither 
will low-fat, vegetarian fare suf-

fice unless that’s what everyone 
is expecting. And, when your 
Thanksgiving gathering is a collec-
tive experience (as it often is), ask 
guests to bring their favorite dish 
and, when you learn what others 
are bringing, round out the holiday 
meal with complementary dishes 
if necessary. Even when I am only 
“hosting” the holiday collective 
meal in my home, I still provide a 
couple standard side dishes of my 
own. Based on experience, it’s not 
unusual for a holiday dinner guest 
to have a day-of “hiccup” of some 
kind—from leaving the casserole 
on the kitchen counter to having a 
perfectly prepared pie topple over 
in the trunk.

 I asked a few friends to name their 
No. 1 Thanksgiving side dish and, 
not surprisingly, classics topped the 
list—stuffing, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, baked macaroni and cheese, 
candied yams and green beans. But 
to add a little seasonal spice to this 
holiday, I’m offering you a few 
recipes that are twists on traditional 
dishes. Consider starting a new 
Thanksgiving tradition with one of 
these. And, be grateful for the rich 
variety and diversity of life ... and 
food. I certainly am.

Jacqui Love Marshall lives in 
Danville with her vintage-car-lov-

ing husband, two pugs and binders 
of recipes. E-mail her at Epicure@

DanvilleWeekly.com.

Side dishes to be thankful for

Epicure
B Y  J A C Q U I  L O V E  M A R S H A L L

RECIPES

No-Carb Cauliflower with 
Garlic & Rosemary (serves 4)

This is a variation on the South Beach 
Diet recipe and a healthier alterna-
tive to traditional mashed potatoes. 
Cauliflower is an excellent backdrop 
for other flavors: Try a tablespoon of 
Colman’s English mustard or curry 
powder, 1/4 cup grated Parmigiano, 
crumbled blue cheese or mushrooms.

1 head cauliflower, 2—2 1/2 pounds
3 Tbsp. unsalted butter
1 tsp. kosher salt 
1/4 tsp. freshly ground black pepper
1/4 tsp. garlic, crushed
1/4 tsp. rosemary, minced

1. Pull the leaves off the cauliflower 
and cut out the core. Pull the florets 
apart with your fingers, using a knife 
when you need to. Break or cut the flo-
rets into smaller pieces (1-1/2 inches). 
Steam the florets, stirring a couple 
times as they steam so they cook 
evenly. They should be tender but still 
with some texture. Reserve 3/4 cup of 
the pot liquid.
2. Put half of the cauliflower into a 
food processor, pour in 1/4 cup of the 
liquid and purée together until smooth. 
Put the remainder of the cauliflower 
on top, add 1/3 of the remaining liquid 
and purée again, stopping to push 
down the top layers as needed. Add 
more liquid as needed but keep the 
consistency as thick as possible.
3. With the motor running, add in the 

butter, salt, pepper, garlic and rose-
mary through the tube. Adjust season-
ing to suit your taste. Serve immedi-
ately or prepare in advance and reheat 
over low heat or microwave.

Roasted Asparagus (serves 4)

1/2 pound asparagus
2 large shallots cut into 1/4-inch slices
2 Tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil
1/2 tsp. kosher salt 
1 Tbsp. balsamic vinegar
1/4 cup roasted pine nuts, optional
1/8 tsp. freshly ground black pepper

1. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees.
2. Toss the asparagus and shallots 
with the oil and salt on a baking sheet. 
Roast, stirring twice during roasting, 
until the shallots have caramelized and 
the beans are beginning to brown and 
wilt, about 10 minutes. Drizzle bal-
samic vinegar on top and sprinkle with 
pepper and pine nuts. Serve hot. 
Note: You may substitute green beans. 
Roast 40 minutes, giving the beans 15-
20 minutes head start before adding 
the shallots.

Sausage Fennel Stuffing 
(enough to stuff a 10-12 lb. 
turkey with extra to bake as 
a side)

1 pound sweet Italian sausage, casing 
discarded
1/2 stick (1/4 cup) unsalted butter
2 medium-large onions, chopped fine
1 1/2 pounds fennel bulbs (about 2 

medium), stalks trimmed flush with 
bulbs and bulbs chopped fine (4 1/2 
cups)
2 tsp. fennel seeds, chopped fine
1 cup chicken broth
1/4 cup Pernod (or another anise-fla-
vored aperitif)
2 tsp. dried thyme, crumbled
2 tsp. dried tarragon, crumbled
4 cups corn bread or packaged corn 
bread stuffing

1. In a 10-12-inch heavy skillet cook 
sausage over moderately high heat, 
stirring and breaking up lumps with 
a fork, until no longer pink. Transfer 
sausage with a slotted spoon to a large 
bowl.
2. Add butter to the fat remaining in 
skillet and cook onions, chopped fen-
nel, fennel seeds and salt to taste over 
moderate heat, stirring, until fennel is 
softened, about 10 minutes.
3. Add broth, apéritif, thyme and tar-
ragon, and cook, stirring, until most 
of the liquid is evaporated but mixture 
is still quite moist. Add mixture to 
sausage with corn bread or packaged 
stuffing and toss to combine well. 
Season stuffing with salt and pepper 
and cool completely. Stuffing may 
be made two days ahead and chilled, 
covered.
Note: To prevent bacterial growth, do 
not stuff turkey cavities until ready to 
cook.

Find more Thanksgiving side dish reci-
pes online at www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Thanksgiving side dish recipes
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Are you ready for the Holidays?
Treat yourself to a day of beauty!

30% Off
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New Age

Smile
  It’s the Way
I Want to Look & Feel.

Confident. Healthy. Attractive.

You can too, with a smile designed by 

Dr. Carol Jin or Dr. Sherry Steinmetz

N E W  A G E
D E N T I S T R Y

Bishop Ranch 11
2301 Camino Ramon ~ Suite 220

San Ramon, CA 94583

WWW.NEWAGEDENTISTRY.NET

Schedule your consultation today!

(925) 355-1088

5800 Stoneridge Mall Road • Pleasanton, CA 94588

Lower Your House Payment

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644
laura.ryan@wamu.net

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647

harry.osmus@wamu.net

• Minimum Payment at 1% (APR 5.830%)
• Vacation Homes also at 1%
• 40 Year Term Available for Really Low Payment
• “Lowest Margins”
• "Stated Income" at no extra cost
• Loan Amounts up to 7 Million
• Life Cap of 9.95%

Offer applies only to the 1-Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment amount. The 
minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amortization. All payment options are not available 
each month. In addition, on 15-year loans, only up to three payment options are available. Interest that accrues between the date of closing and the month preceding the month in which your first 
payment is due will be based on the higher of the start rates or the fully indexed rate. APR is effective 4/05/06. The APR and 1.000% start rate are available only to borrowers with FICO scores equal 
to or greater than 720. Different start rates and APRs may apply to borrowers with different credit profiles. The APR and 1.000% start rate are also only available on purchase money and non cash-
out refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratios of up to 70% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan 
amounts of up to $1.5 million. Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher rates may apply 1-Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without 
notice. Alternative pricing options may be available. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV of 70% and pre-
paid finance charges of $3,607.29, a starting interest rate of 1.000%, Index of 4.011%, a Margin of 1.875% and a fully Indexed Rate of 5.886%. On a 30-year loan the APR would be 
5.982 and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $643.28 to $1,374.20. On a 15-year loan the APR would be 6.052% and the 180 minimum monthly payments would 
vary from $1,196.99 to $1,891.35. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts application in: Washington Mutual Bank- many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business 
as Washington Mutual Bank, FA- many states; and Washington Mutual Banks fsb- ID, MT, UT.

with our “One Month ARM” (with Great New Pricing!)
Example 30 year 40 years        
Loan Amount $500,000
1st Year Monthly Payment $1,608 $1,264
2nd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,728 $1,358
3rd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,857  $1,460
4th Year Max Monthly Payment $1,996  $1,569
5th Year Max Monthly Payment $2,145 $1,686

*Equity Lines to $750,000*
Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, Cash-out 

to pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.

R E A D Y  T O  R E N TA movie review of what’s

by Joe Ramirez

On Her Majesty’s Secret 
Service
MGM Home Video – 2hrs 20mins
Director: Peter Hunt

 One of the only movies I have ever 
walked out on was a mid-’90s “James 
Bond” with Pierce Brosnan. As I sat 
in the theater and watched Brosnan 
flare his icy nostrils and engage in 
deadly combat with a skimpily dressed 
Russian spy, a sinking feeling told me 
that this kinda seemed boring, even 
borderline dumb. James Bond, the 
’60s, ’70s and even ’80s movie symbol 
of singular teenage-male-chauvinism, 
had aged badly. He had been usurped by Indiana Jones, Batman 
and a host of other movie heroes with a few more shades of gray, 
its stories with a little more resonance. The franchise had also 
evolved to the point where it was not enough for the uber-villain 
to want to destroy the world to get us involved. We, like Bond, 
had seen possible Armageddon a hundred times before and the 
urgency just wasn’t there for me and it seemed Brosnan as well 
(and I’m sure it had evaporated long before then). Does the world, 
then, need a new Bond movie? 
 Before I answer that let me state that the most involving 
James Bond movie for me is 1969’s “On Her Majesty’s Secret 
Service” with the debatable George Lazenby as Bond. I cannot 
say that I can watch it again and again, but it can always get 
me involved when it’s on TV and I never feel ashamed to men-
tion it in a room full of women. It is a movie where the produc-
ers seemed to want to strip down the bombastic nature of the 
James Bond movies (to an extent) and focus solely on actually 
telling its story and, a pretty good one at that. In retrospect, 
it’s also a James Bond movie that seemed to be the last gasp 
before embalming the series in Roger Moore’s image where the 
set-pieces got bigger and bigger and the women became per-
manent ornaments on its gaudy Christmas tree. 
 “On Her Majesty’s Secret Service” reminds me of a retro-retro-
Tim Burton film due to its bizarre sets and costumes and its 
visual evocation of the darker swinging in the ’60s. Bond (Lazenby, 
whose overly chiseled features remind me of a Bond caricature) 
gets into a row with his superior “M” and takes a holiday in Spain. 
He is approached by the mobster named Draco to find his daugh-
ter Tracy Di Vicenzo (lovely Diana Rigg) who, like any girl under 
30 in Europe in the ’60s (and even now), is partying a little too 
hard with daddy’s money. Both meet, hate each other, but wind 
up getting married only after Bond thwarts the cat-cuddling Ernst 
Blofeld’s (THE Telly Savalas) plan to kill many with Christmas gift 
baskets containing poisonous perfume. 
 What makes this film so watchable? Even special? I think it’s 
the time it evokes and its willingness to take a unique chance with 
a franchise. The movie still makes me yawn in places (especially 
toward the end with the inevitable shoot out), but I think what 
compels the film is both Lazenby’s very charming and earnest 
performance as Bond and Rigg’s too brief appearances as his 
confidant. It also has a groovy romantic sense of danger as well, 
as if Dumas was present during the script sessions (with possible 
mind expanding drugs on hand). So does the world need a new 
James Bond film? Well, if they took notes from “On Her Majesty’s 
Secret Service,” there could be one last hurrah for the aging 
gentleman hipster.

—Joe Ramirez
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Diablo woman named top 
financial advisor

 Morgan Stanley has announced 
that Taryn Sievers, a senior vice 
president, wealth advisor, in the 
firm’s Oakland office, has been 
named to the 2006 Barron’s list 
of “Top 100 Women Financial 
Advisors.” These individuals are 
chosen on the size and success 
of their practices, the quality of 
service provided to clients, adher-
ence to high standards of industry 
regulatory compliance, and leader-
ship in “best practices” of wealth 
management.
 Sievers has lived in Diablo since 
2002 with her husband, Vince 
Chow, and two children, Ciara and 
Connor.

Week of Caring

 Assistance League of Diablo 
Valley joined numerous East Bay 
businesses this year for projects 
during the United Way’s Week of 
Caring.
 Volunteers from Office Max 

returned to launch the Week of 
Caring 2006 by joining Assistance 
League chapter members in assem-
bling Welcome Home Layettes, a 
countywide philanthropic project. 
With production line precision, 
some 300 layette kits were assem-
bled, then picked up by Welcome 
Home Baby Program workers, 
members of a project affiliated with 
Contra Costa County Employment 
and Human Services.
 Another partner, Chevron Corp., 
sent community volunteers to work 
hand in hand in Operation School 
Bell, a nationally acclaimed philan-
thropic project that outfits elemen-
tary school students in Pittsburg 
with uniforms as determined by 
the school district, as well as socks, 
underwear, a backpack and groom-
ing kit, and a shoe voucher card.
 A welcome addition was the 
“Volunteer! Wells Fargo” team. It 
participated in Week of Caring by 
assisting in an Operation School 
Bell clothing event held in the 
Annex of Assistance League of 
Diablo Valley. Macerich Co., 

which owns Broadway Plaza in 
Walnut Creek, also organized a 
volunteer team to clothe elemen-
tary school children.
 Assistance League of Diablo 
Valley is one of 114 chapters in 
the nonprofit, philanthropic, vol-
unteer organization dedicated to 
improving lives in the commu-
nity through hands-on projects. 
For more information, call Joan 
Siltanen at 934-0901.

O F  N O T E

Wells Fargo volunteers participating in the 
Assistance League of Diablo Valley Week 
of Caring were (l-r) Katie Singh, Tracy 
Curtis, Marian Capitule, Linda Ballard, 
Assistance League of Diablo Valley Vice 
President Membership, Blanca Cetin and 
Cathy Bulich.

C alifornia Indian baskets were 
written about and collected 
by the first Europeans who 

invaded California. Indian basket 
weavers demonstrated extraordi-
nary artistry and expertise when 
they made these baskets, and that 
tradition lives on today as contem-
porary basket weavers create new 
works of art.
 “Baskets were integral to the 
activities that were the founda-
tions of life—infants were carried 
in baskets, meals were prepared 
in baskets, and baskets were given 
as gifts to mark an individual’s 
entrance into and exit from this 
world,” Basketry scholar Bruce 
Bernstein has noted.
 Beverly Ortiz, an ethnohisto-
rian and naturalist for the East 
Bay Regional Park District, wrote 
an article on “California Indian 
Basketry” that provides an intro-
duction these baskets. The follow-
ing is excerpted from the article:
 Baskets are among the best-
known items made by California 
Indians. While they can be 
admired as art forms because of 
their exquisite appearance, they 
were made to be used. Throughout 
California, baskets were an inte-
gral part of Indian households. 
Any given family had upwards 
of 20 different types of baskets, 
which served a variety of utili-
tarian functions: food gathering, 
storage, processing, cooking and 
serving; cradling babies; general 
storage; animal trapping; carry-
ing wood and other items; and 
gifts and mortuary offerings. In 
some areas they were used as 

bottles, elements of ceremonial 
regalia, hats, baby rattles, and 
game implements. 
 Baskets are no longer necessary 
for survival, but they are still made 
by some as an expression of cultural 
heritage, as an enjoyable past time, 
as something to be used, and some-
thing to be treasured . . . Whether 
old-style or new, each basket shows 
tremendous skill, time, patience, 
and caring on the part of the maker, 
skill which elevates basketry well 
beyond the level of a craft.
 While some openwork baskets 
can be woven quickly, most baskets 
cannot. Often, the plant materials 
used in the basket must be har-
vested well in advance of actual 
weaving. Depending on the plant 
species needed, burning or winter 
pruning may be necessary to ensure 
long straight shoots and vigorous 
growth, or careful digging tech-
niques to ensure long roots and 
rhizomes (underground stems). In 
the latter case, a sandy loam soil is 
needed for roots and rhizomes to 
grow straight.
 Currently, access to native 
materials presents difficulties to 
those still practicing and teaching 
basketry and other skills. There 
are many stories to tell about a 
favored collecting site, sometimes 
used by the same family or group 
for generations, now fenced off, 
built upon, buried under the waters 
of a reservoir, destroyed by creek 
channelization, or bulldozed out of 
existence. Sometimes such stories 
are old, but they are also about the 
day before yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow.

 Despite these and other difficul-
ties, basketry and other such skills 
continue within the framework of 
modern life.
Sources: Archives of the Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley, “California 
Indian Basketry” by Beverly Ortiz 
in East Bay Regional Park District 
Log, December 1988

Beverly Lane, a longtime Danville 
resident, is curator of the Museum of 

the San Ramon Valley and co-author of 
“San Ramon Valley: Alamo, Danville, 

and San Ramon.”

California Indian baskets—
objects of beauty and utility
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substance abuse, anxiety, depression, 

past and present trauma, 
and life changes.

Compassionate therapy for change, helping you move 
from merely surviving to thriving.

NewsexyLooking for a 

Elena at Studio LCJ

hair style?
Holiday Specials!

Color Only $65* (reg $75)
Hair Cut Only $30* (reg $35)
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Author Visits
Beverly Lane and Ralph Cozine
The Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
will host Beverly Lane and Ralph 
Cozine as they sign their book, “San 
Ramon Valley: Alamo, Danville, and 
San Ramon” from 1-4 p.m., Friday, 
Nov. 24, at the museum, corner of 
Railroad and Prospect Avenues, 
Danville. Call 837-3750.
Rakestraw Books Authors
Rakestraw Books is hosting authors 
Tim Egan at 10 a.m., Friday, Nov. 17; 
Nancy Tillman at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, 

Nov. 18; Leslie Sbrocco at 7 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 8, at the bookstore, 409 
Railroad Ave., Danville. Call 837-7337.

Clubs
California Writers Club
California Writers Club, Tri-Valley 
Branch will host Camille Minichino, 
author of “The Oxygen Murder,” from 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
18, at Girsole Grille, 3180 Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton. Cost is $18 for 
members, $25 for non-members. 
Contact Cathe or Fred at fnor-
man300@aol.com.

Concerts
Fall Concert
Prometheus Symphony Orchestra 
presents its Fall Concert featuring 
Johannes Brahms Symphony No. 1, 
Hugo Alfven Midsommarvaka and 
Tom Baker Summer Breezes at 3 
p.m., Sunday, Nov. 19, at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 116 Montecito, 
Oakland. This event is free. Visit www.
prometheussymphony.org.
Flute Concert  World Premier
Civic Arts Education will host a “Flute 
Concert Featuring World Premier” at 

3:30 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 3, at Civic 
Arts Education, Shadelands Campus, 
111 N. Wiget, Walnut Creek. Tickets 
are $7. Call 943-5842.
Happy Holidays ... and All That 
Jazz!
Walnut Creek Marriot presents 
“Happy Holidays ... and All That 
Jazz!” starting with a silent auc-
tion at 7 p.m. to benefit the Young 
Actors’ Theatre Camp scholarship 
fund; show is at 8 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 2, at Dean Lesher Center for 
the Arts, 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut 
Creek. Tickets are $25, $23 for 
seniors and youth. Call 943-7469.

Holiday Concert
Danville Community Band presents its 
Holiday Concert at 3 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 3, at East Bay Fellowship, 2615 
Camino Tassajara Road, Danville. Call 
736-1673.
Musical Celebration for Christmas
Saint Mary’s College presents “Musical 
Celebration for Christmas” at 8 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 9, at the college cha-
pel, 1928 Saint Mary’s Road, Moraga. 
Tickets are $25 for general, $24 for 
seniors and $12 for students. Call 
631-4670.
SRVHS Winter Concerts
San Ramon Valley High School will 
host a Winter Jazz Concert featur-
ing the jazz band and ensemble at 7 
p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 5, and the Winter 
Symphonic Concert featuring the 
orchestra, concert and symphonic 
bands at 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 7, 
both at the school, 140 Love Lane, 
Danville. Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 
for students; $1 with ASB card. Call 
552-5580.
The Edlos
City of Pleasanton Civic Arts will host 
holiday music by The Edlos at 8 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 1, at Amador Theater, 
1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
Advance tickets are $10, $14 and $18 
for adults; and $6, $10 and $14 for 
children. Call 931-3444.
Will Ackerman, Alex DeGrass and 
David Cullen
Community Concerts presents Will 
Ackerman, Alex DeGrass and spe-
cial guest David Cullen at 8 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 18, at the Wesley 
Center, 902 Danville Blvd., Alamo. 
Tickets are $30 for adults, $27 for 
seniors and children. Visit www.com-
munityconcerts.com/ccs-wesley.html.

Events
Art of Living Series II
Leku Eder will host the eighth event 
in its Art of Living Series II with the 
theme of “English’s Witnesses of the 
Past” from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 18, at the store, 178 E. Prospect, 
Danville. This event is free. Call 820-
8012.
Lithorama 2006
Livermore Valley Lithophiles Gem and 
Mineral Club presents its 33rd annual 
show and sale, Lithorama 2006, from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 18, 
and from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, 
Nov. 19, at The Barn, 3131 Pacific 
Ave., Livermore. Admission is $3. Call 
443-5769 or visit www.lithophiles.
com.
The Eye of Diablo
Save Mount Diablo and Pearl Harbor 
Survivors Association will host “The 
Eye of Diablo: Lighting of the Pearl 
Harbor Beacon” one hour before sun-
set, Thursday, Dec. 7, at the Mount 
Diablo Summit. Dress very warmly. 
Call 947-3535 or visit www.save-
mountdiablo.org.
YoungLife 
San Ramon Valley YoungLife has 
been the leaders in reaching out to 
adolescents for the past 60 years. 
They will meet for coffee at 7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 29, at a private 
residence. For information, contact 
Michele Sbrana at 270-7185 or 
msbrana@aol.com.

Exhibits
Anatomy of a Hot Rod
Bedford Gallery presents Anatomy of 
a Hot Rod from Nov. 19-Feb. 11, at 
the gallery, 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut 
Creek. Gallery hours are noon-5 p.m., 
Tuesday-Sunday. Call 295-1417.
European Train Enthusiasts
Blackhawk Museum presents the 
European Train Enthusiasts exhibit 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Wednesday-
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Facing Changes to Your 
Health Insurance?

Need a new Primary Care Provider?

Stephen Pratt, MD
is accepting new patients at 

Oak Tree Internal Medicine

We are a Participating Provider with 
most major insurance plans, including 

PPO's, HMO's, and Medicare

Oak Tree Internal Medicine offers:
Board-Certified Internal Medicine Physician 

Primary and Preventive Care Medicine for Adults and Teens

Courteous, Friendly Staff in a Calm, Relaxing Atmosphere

Online Access to Office and Physician

Convenient Location with Ample Parking

Bishop Ranch 11
2301 Camino Ramon, Suite 290, San Ramon

925.866.7090
www.oaktreeinternalmedicine.com

Comfort FoodComfort FoodComfort FoodComfort FoodComfort Food
Served in aServed in aServed in aServed in aServed in a

Family Friendly AtmosphereFamily Friendly AtmosphereFamily Friendly AtmosphereFamily Friendly AtmosphereFamily Friendly Atmosphere

Bistro

Why Cook At Home?
Let Us Do It For You!

• Dine In
• Patio Dining
• Full Bar

• Take Out
• Kids Menu
• Family Style

LunchLunchLunchLunchLunch
11:30-2:30 Mon-Fri11:30-2:30 Mon-Fri11:30-2:30 Mon-Fri11:30-2:30 Mon-Fri11:30-2:30 Mon-Fri

DinnerDinnerDinnerDinnerDinner
5:00-9:00 Sun-Thurs5:00-9:00 Sun-Thurs5:00-9:00 Sun-Thurs5:00-9:00 Sun-Thurs5:00-9:00 Sun-Thurs
5:00-9:30 Fri & Sat5:00-9:30 Fri & Sat5:00-9:30 Fri & Sat5:00-9:30 Fri & Sat5:00-9:30 Fri & Sat

115-A Alamo Plaza, Alamo115-A Alamo Plaza, Alamo115-A Alamo Plaza, Alamo115-A Alamo Plaza, Alamo115-A Alamo Plaza, Alamo

925-855-9000925-855-9000925-855-9000925-855-9000925-855-9000

New Family Style Take OutNew Family Style Take OutNew Family Style Take OutNew Family Style Take OutNew Family Style Take Out
Homestyle meals for up to four people

(Take-Out Only)

Wood Fired PizzasWood Fired PizzasWood Fired PizzasWood Fired PizzasWood Fired Pizzas
Two Xenia Classico Pizzas with
homemade tomato sauce, mozza-
rella  cheese and your choice of
two additional toppings. Choice
of Caesar or butter lettuce salad.
$25$25$25$25$25

Spaghetti & MeatballsSpaghetti & MeatballsSpaghetti & MeatballsSpaghetti & MeatballsSpaghetti & Meatballs
With Xenia’s homemade marinara
sauce and meatballs. Choice of
Caesar or butter lettuce salad and
loaf of garlic bread
$27$27$27$27$27

Pork ChopsPork ChopsPork ChopsPork ChopsPork Chops
With spiced apple chutney and
smashed potatoes. Choice of
Caesar or butter lettuce salad or
seasonal vegetables.
$45$45$45$45$45

Roasted ChickenRoasted ChickenRoasted ChickenRoasted ChickenRoasted Chicken
With mushroom risotto, and
pan gravy.  Choice of Caesar
or butter lettuce salad or sea-
sonal  vegetables.
$40$40$40$40$40

Roasted Chicken PenneRoasted Chicken PenneRoasted Chicken PenneRoasted Chicken PenneRoasted Chicken Penne
Parmesan-garlic cream sauce,
bacon, spinach, and roasted
peppers. Comes with a loaf of
garlic bread. Choice of Caesar
or butter lettuce salad.
$30$30$30$30$30

Xenia’s MeatloafXenia’s MeatloafXenia’s MeatloafXenia’s MeatloafXenia’s Meatloaf
With tomato sauce, and smashed
potatoes. Choice of Caesar or
butter lettuce salad or seasonal
vegetables.
$40$40$40$40$40
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For Reservations call: (925) 552-5238

500 Hartz Avenue, Danville
www.amberbistro.com

Experience our new specialty lunch menu

Monday - Friday 11:30 -2:30pm

Lunch ~ Dinner ~ Bar

Saturday, Nov. 24-Jan. 7, at the 
museum, 3700 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle, Danville. The exhibit will include 
360’ of track, 57 turn-outs, 35 work-
ing signals and more! Call 736-2277.

Fundraisers
Clothing Swap
A Clothing Swap will be held from 
4-8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 18, at 
Alamo Women’s Club, 1401 Danville 
Blvd., Alamo. Proceeds will benefit a 
local Alamo resident who is running 
her sixth Honolulu AIDS marathon. 
Advanced tickets are $25; $30 at 
the door. Visit www.clothingswap.
org/events.
Napa Valley Estates Holiday Home 
Tour
St. Helena PTA will host a holiday 
home tour of several spectacular 
wine country homes from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 2. Tickets are 
$30. Proceeds will benefit St. Helena 
Primary and Elementary Schools. Call 
(707) 967-9814 or e-mail davaq5@
aol.com.
One Warm Coat 
Celebrate the 11th anniversary of 
“Protection from the Cold” with San 
Ramon Valley Rotary Club and donate 
a coat, sweater or blanket until Dec. 
16. There are various drop off loca-
tions in Danville including: Heritage 
Bank, 310 Hartz Ave.; Pascal’s Cafe, 
155 Railroad Ave.; or ReMax Accord, 
313 Sycamore Valley Drive West. For 
information, call Larry at 200-7640 or 
Dany at 838-9110. ERA Golden Hills 
Brokers are also accepting coats until 
Nov. 18, at 3223 Crow Canyon Road, 
Suite 110, San Ramon; call 216-4590.
Thrift Shop Promotions
Assistance League of Diablo Valley 
presents its primary fundraiser until 
Nov. 28, at Way Side Inn Thrift Shop 
and Costume Rental, 3521 Golden 
Gate Way, Lafayette. The sale will 
include Thanksgiving and Christmas 
merchandise, holiday clothing and 
cashmere sweaters. Proceeds with 
benefit philanthropic projects. Call 
284-4781.
Wine, Dine and Diamonds
B. Allen Jewelers and Bridges 
Restaurant present “Wine, Dine and 
Diamonds” to benefit the Samantha 
Corpus Foundation from 6:30-9 
p.m., Thursday, Nov. 30, at Bridges 
Restaurant, 44 Church St., Danville. 
Tickets are $125. Visit www.saman-
thacorpus.com.

Health
Cancer Treatment Help
The Wellness Community will host 
many different workshops for cancer 
patients and their friends and fam-
ily. Nutrition and Cancer Treatment is 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 
2; Managing Holiday Stress from 10 
a.m.-noon, Saturday, Dec. 9; Mindful 
Chi Kung from 3:30-5 p.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 14; and Africian Drumming Circle 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 
15, all at The Wellness Community 
Center, 3276 McNutt Ave., Walnut 
Creek. Call 933-0107.

Holidays
Art in the Barn
Come do a little holiday shopping from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 19, 
at Forest Home Farms, 19953 San 
Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon. Food 
will be available. No entrance fee, but 
donations will be accepted. Call 973-
3281.
Here Comes Santa Claus!
Here Comes Santa Claus...Right Down 
Sycamore Valley Lane with an arrival 
at 11 a.m., Sunday, Nov. 26, at the 
Danville Livery, off of I-680 at Sycamore 
Valley Road West and San Ramon 
Valley  Blvd., Danville. He will visit with 
children from noon-3 p.m. The Livery will 
host a Holiday Open House from noon-
5 p.m. including many different special 
activities at different shops like Elegant 
Clutter. Santa will continue to appear on 

selected dates until Christmas for par-
ents to take their own photos. Call 838-
7070 or visit www.danvillelivery.com.
Holiday Boutique
Iron Horse Mothers Club (IHMC) will 
host its annual Holiday Boutique from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 18, 
at Iron Horse Middle School, 12601 
Alcosta Blvd, San Ramon. Proceeds 
will benefit IHMC’s Caring Fund. For 
information, call Mary at 964-0585.

Holiday Home Tour

W E E K E N D  P R E V I E W
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Shhhh ... it’s a 
secret

Victoria’s Hair on Stage will 
open their doors again for 
another season of “Wigged 
Out!” The season runs from 
November-June, at Victoria’s 
Hair Salon, 520 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd., Danville. All seats 
are $38. Call 855-SHOW (855-
7469).

➤ Continued on page 28

Pamper My Party
www.pampermyparty.com

925.575.0831

Planning a party that you want everyone to enjoy?
Let “Pamper My Party” do the work so you can enjoy it too!

Our unique service options to choose from include spa skincare treatments for the 
hands and feet, full body massage therapy or chair massage, spa party gift bags 

for your guests, tea service and Italian cuisine catering options.

engagement & pregnancy announcements

baby & bridal showers

holiday parties

business  meetings

appreciation gifts for VIP clients

birthday parties

housewarming parties 

remodeled home-showing parties

gift certificates

moms’ “night out/ day in” get-togethers

unique get-togethers and celebrations

A Family Restaurant

Three Course Thanksgiving Dinner
Purée of Butternut squash soup

or
Waldorf salad with fresh fruit garnish

Choice of
Roast turkey with chestnut stuffing, giblet gravy, candid yams, mashed Yukon gold potatoes/w 

garlic and chives, green beans with almonds and cranberry sauce
or

Grilled Salmon Filet with roasted garlic mashed potatoes, green beans and Hollandaise sauce
or Certified Angus Beef Tenderloin with orange glazed carrots, garlic mashed potatoes and 

Bearnaise sauce

Dessert
Walnut-Praline Pumpkin Pie

Vacherin au Chocolate
French vanilla ice cream with warm Belgian chocolate sauce

$34.99
$14.99 per child, 10 and under

1680 Locust Steet, Walnut Creek 925-946-0949
(Across from Dean Lesher Performing Art Center)

Call Katy’s Kreek 
and make your 
holiday dinner 

reservations early. 
925-946-0949

Design Furniture Consignment
2415 San Ramon Valley Boulevard

(Next to JoAnn’s Fabrics & Bay Books)
San Ramon 

925.855.1177

2 Convenient Locations

Upscale Resale • New Items Daily
Accepting Quality Furniture & Accessories • Free Preview

10% Off Any Purchase
(In-store items only – with coupon only)

Offer Expires 11-30-06

Pick Up and Delivery Available

6891 Village Parkway
(Next to Post Office)

Dublin
925.829.1177



Valley Children’s Museum will host its 
third annual Holiday Home Tour from 
noon-4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 10, in the 
Pleasanton community of Ruby Hill. 
Cost is $35. Proceeds will benefit the 
museum. Call Linda at 461-6574, ext. 3 
or e-mail linda@childrensmuseum.org.
Holiday on the Farm
City of San Ramon will host its 
annual Holiday on the Farm from 
noon-3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 3, at 
Forest Home Farms, 19953 San 
Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon. 
Cost is $3. Call 973-3282.
Lighting of the Old Oak Tree
Danville Chamber of Commerce will 
host the Lighting of the Old Oak Tree 
from 5:15-8:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. 
24, on Diablo Road. The lighting 
ceremony will start at 6:15 p.m. The 
magic will continue with music, enter-
tainment and refreshments. Call 837-
4400 or visit www.danvillecachamber.
com. The Museum of San Ramon 
Valley will host a holiday celebration 
with hot cider during the opening 
of their “Christmas Memories in the 
Museum” at 6 p.m., Friday, Nov. 24, 
at the museum, 205 Railroad Ave., 
Danville. Call 837-3750.
Lights of the Valley
Hospice of Contra Costa Foundation 
will host “Tree of Lights” ceremonies 
at various locations including: 5 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 1, at Blackhawk Road and 
Blackhawk Drive; 5 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 
26, at Danville Livery in front of Pleasant 
Thoughts, 510 Sycamore Valley Road 
West, Danville; and at 5 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 10, at Alamo Women’s Club, 1401 
Danville Blvd. Symbolic lights can be 
purchased for $20. Call 887-5678 or 
visit www.hospicecc.org.

Kids & Teens
Bethlehem Breakfast
Creekside Community Church will host 
a festive breakfast and crafts for chil-
dren K-5 from 9-11 a.m. and from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 16, at the 
church, 1350 Danville Blvd., Alamo. 

The session from 9-11 a.m. is free; the 
session from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. is $10 
per child. Registration is required by 
calling 820-9031.
Working on the Railroad
Blackhawk Museum will host “Working 
on the Railroad” from 1-4 p.m., 
Sunday, Nov. 26, at the museum, 
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville. 
Activities will include blasting a tunnel, 
laying Thomas Tracks and more! This 
event is free with admission to the 
museum. Call 736-2277.

Lectures/
Workshops
Choral Workshops
San Ramon Community Center will 
host choral workshops at 9:30 a.m., 
Saturdays, Nov. 18 and 25; and at 7:30 
p.m., Thursday, Nov. 30 and Dec. 7, at 
the community center, 12501 Alcosta 
Blvd. Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for 
youths ages 12 and under; visit www.
sanramon.ca.gov/tickets.
Network, Celebrate and Contribute
Mt. Diablo Chapter of the American 
Society for Training and Development 
presents “Network, Celebrate and 
Contribute” from 5:30-8:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Nov. 21, at Crow Canyon 
Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Drive, 
Danville. Cost is $30 for members, 
$35 for non-members. Call (510) 
668-1617.

Live Music
Will Ackerman and Alex DeGrassi
Windham Hill Founders celebrate 
their 30th Anniversary and perform 
live at 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 18, at 
the Wesley Center, 902 Danville Blvd., 
Alamo. Cost is $30 for adults; $27 for 
seniors and children. Call 229-2710 or 
visit www.communityconcerts.com or 
www.windham.com.

Miscellaneous
2006 Citizen, Business and 
Educator of the Year Nominations
Danville Chamber of Commerce is 
looking for nominations for the 2006 
Citizen, Business and Educator of 
the year. Forms can be found at the 
Chamber offices, 117-E Town and 
Country Drive, Danville or by visiting 
danvillecachamber.com/join_us.html. 
The deadline is Friday, Dec. 15. Call 
837-4400.
Bikes Needed for Adopt-A-Family
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, 
Monument Crisis Center and the 
Salvation Army are teaming up to col-
lect bikes for Adopt-A-Family. Bikes 
can be dropped off until Nov. 30, 
at the church, 1550 Diablo Road, 
Danville. Call 837-4993, ext. 12.

On Stage
‘A Christmas Carol’
Center Rep Company presents “A 
Christmas Carol” from Dec. 7-17, at 
Dean Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 
Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. Tickets are 
$14-38. Call 943-7469.
‘Beauty and the Beast’
Danville Children’s Musical Theater 
presents “Beauty and the Beast” 
at 7:30 p.m., Friday-Saturday, Nov. 
16-17, 2 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 18, at 
Village Theater, 233 Front St., Danville. 
Tickets are $9.50 for adults, $7.50 for 
seniors and children. Call 314-3463.
‘Camellia’
Martinez Opera Company presents 
“Camellia” at 7:30 p.m., Thursday-
Friday, Dec. 2-3 and Dec. 9-10, at 
Alhambra Performing Arts Center, 150 
E Street, Martinez. Tickets are $50, 
$45, $35. Call 798-1300.
Poems for the Iraqi People
City of Pleasanton Civic Arts presents 
“Gift of Words-Poems for the Iraqi 
People” from 1-3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 
3, at Century House, 2401 Santa Rita 

Road, Pleasanton. Cost is $5. Call 
931-5350.
‘The Nutcracker’
City of Pleasanton Civic Arts presents 
“The Nutcracker” at 7:30 p.m., Friday, 
Dec. 8, at Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. Tickets 
are $10, $14 or $18 for adults; $6, 
$10 or $14 for children. For informa-
tion, call 931-3444 or visit www.
civicartstickets.org.
‘The Nutcracker’
Diablo Ballet with Civic Arts Education 
in Walnut Creek present “The 
Nutcracker” starring many residents 
from Alamo and Danville at 7:30 p.m., 
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 1-2 and at 2 
p.m., Sunday, Dec. 3, at Dean Lesher 
Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic Drive, 
Walnut Creek. Tickets are $26, $24 
for children under 12 years old. Call 
943-7469.
‘The Tale of Cinderella’
Diablo Ballet presents “The Tale of 
Cinderella” by Nikolai Kabaniaev at 8 
p.m., Friday-Saturday, Nov. 17-18, at 
Dean Lesher Regional Center for the 
Arts, 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. 
Call 943-7469.
‘Wigged Out!’
Victoria’s Hair on Stage has opened 
its doors for  “Wigged Out!” and 
will host a champagne reception 
at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 16, at 
Victoria’s Hair on Stage, 520 San 
Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville. Cost 
for the champayne reception is $40. 
The Wigged Out season runs from 
November-June. All seats for regu-
lar shows are $38. Call 855-SHOW 
(855-7469). 

Seniors
Bridge
Seniors meet to play bridge from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. every Friday at the 
Danville Veteran’s Memorial Hall, 400 
Hartz Ave. Cost is $1. Reservations 
are required. Call Jerri Kaldem at 837-
6283.

Buzz Sessions
Town of Danville presents Buzz 
Sessions for seniors from 1-2:30 p.m., 
each fourth Tuesday of the month, at 
Danville Library, Mt. Diablo Room, 400 
Front St. These events are free, but 
register to reserve your place by call-
ing 314-3400. 
Danville Senior Citizens Club
The club meets from 9:45 a.m.-2 
p.m., every Monday at the Danville 
Veterans’ Memorial Hall, 400 Hartz 
Ave., for line dancing exercise, bingo, 
mah jong and more. Membership is 
just $10 a year. Call Fran Britt at 743-
4026.
HICAP Appointments
The Health Insurance Counseling 
Advocacy Program (HICAP) offers its 
services free to anyone on Medicare 
or at least 60 years old with questions 
about health insurance coverage. 
Appointments are available the second 
Wednesday and the fourth Tuesday 
of every month by appointment; call 
314-3400.
Laugh Club
Research has shown increased levels 
of endorphins, neurotransmitters, 
immune system cells, and decreased 
levels of stress hormones. This club 
meets at 10:30 a.m., every Tuesday, 
at San Ramon Senior Center, 9300 
Alcosta Blvd. This event is free and 
open to the public. Call Fred Turner at 
216-4590.
Prime Time
Join this club for a nondenomina-
tional gathering of “seasoned citizens” 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Tuesdays, at the 
Community Presbyterian Church, 
222 W. El Pintado, Danville. A home-
cooked lunch is served at noon for $3. 
Call Ruth Ann at 820-6387. 
Senior Sneaker Trips 
Town of Danville will host Senior 
Sneaker Trips to different attractions 
throughout the area. For a list of 
dates, go to the Danville Community 
Center at 420 Front St., call 314-3400 
or visit www.ci.danville.ca.us. 
St. Isidore’s ‘Young at Heart’
Join this group for a meeting from 
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The UPS Store
Sycamore Square
Danville, CA

Shipping

Mailbox Rentals

Color Copies

Business Services

Corporate Accounts

Notary Services

Packaging Services

Passport/ID Photos

Products and Service Guide
Inquire about our free monthly special offer

Your Home Offi ce Away From Home

696 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Danville, CA 94526
Phone: (925) 838-0052

Fax: (925) 838-4630

Shredding Services

www.quarrylane.org

Kindergarten Information Night:  
Nov. 29, 7 pm
Middle & High School 
Information Night:  Nov. 30, 7 pm
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11:15 a.m.-2 p.m., the third Tuesday 
of every month at St. Isidore’s 
Ministries Center, 440 La Gonda 
Way, Danville. Optional Mass starts at 
11:15 a.m.; lunch starts at 11:45 a.m. 
Nonprofit bingo follows. This event is 
free, but reservations are appreciated 
by calling 820-4447.
Valley Oak Respite Center 
Activities for Seniors
Valley Oak Respite provides an inter-
active program for frail seniors and 
those afflicted with Alzheimer’s or 
related dementias and physical dis-
abilities, from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 1936 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut 
Creek. The cost is $25 per session, 
which includes a morning snack and 
beverage; participants should bring 
a bag lunch. For information or an 
application, call Carmen McCarthy at 
945-8040.

Spiritual
Contra Costa Grand Menorah 
Lighting
Chabad of Contra Costa and The 
Broadway Plaza will host a Grand 
Menorah Lighting from 3-6 p.m., 
Sunday, Dec. 17, in Broadway Plaza, 
Promenade Fountain (across the street 
from Nordstrom) and a community 
night skate “Chanukah on Ice” from 
7:30-10 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 19, at 
the downtown Walnut Creek Ice Rink 
in Civic Park. Call 937-4101 or visit 
www.jewishcontracosta.com. 
Longing for the Healing Balm of 
Christ Coming
San Damiano will host “Longing for the 
Healing Balm of Christ Coming” from 
7-9 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 30, Dec. 7 
or 14, at San Damiano, 710 Highland 
Drive, Danville. Cost is $15, pre-regis-
tration is recommended. Call 837-9141 
or visit www.sandamiano.org.

Sports
San Ramon Valley Tennis Club
This women’s league is year round for 
both A and B players meeting for prac-
tice weekday mornings. Membership is 
$30 annually. For information, call Patty 
at 820-8131 or Laurie at 820-0695.

Volunteering
Assistance League of Diablo Valley
This chapter of the National 
Assistance League seeks new vol-
unteer members to help with a wide 
range of philanthropic service projects 
in many Contra Costa communities. 
These include vision screening in ele-
mentary schools, distributing clothing 
to school children in need, daily reas-
surance phone calls to homebound 
elderly and handicapped clients, and 

staffing the chapter’s Lafayette thrift 
shop. Call 934-0901 or visit http://dia-
blovalley.assistanceleague.org.
Help Your Senior Neighbors
A lot of Danville seniors need rides 
to their appointments, stores or to 
special events. The Seniors’ Club 
at Veterans Memorial Hall is looking 
for volunteers to provide rides on an 
“as-needed basis” on one or more 
Mondays a month. Call Jenn Overmoe 
at 314-3476 for more information.
Sheriff Seeks Senior Volunteers
The Sheriff’s Valley Station Office in 
Alamo is seeking people interested in 
assisting law enforcement in the com-
munity. Citizens should have a clean 
criminal history and would be respon-
sible for one shift a week for four-and-a-
half hours. Interested applicants should 
call James Hogan or Elmer Glasser at 
837-2902.
Trails Maintenance
East Bay Trail Dogs is an all-volunteer 

group that has built, repaired and helped 
maintain single-track trails in the East 
Bay Regional Park District, the Mt. 
Diablo State Park, and Walnut Creek 
open space. Volunteers meet the fourth 
Saturday and one weekday each month. 
To participate, call Harry at 443-3925.
Valley Children’s Museum Needs 
Volunteers
If you are interested in working with kids, 
Valley Children’s Museum is looking for 
you! For information about volunteer 
opportunities, call 461-6574, 3 # or e-
mail Linda@valleychildrensmuseum.org.
Volunteer Interpreters
The California Medical Association seeks 
community volunteer interpreters for 
Contra Costa County to assist physi-
cians when other interpretation resourc-
es are not an option. If you possess a 
proficiency in any foreign language and 
experience interpreting in a health care 
setting, you are encouraged to apply. 
Contact CMA at (866) 241-4262, or e-
mail communityvip@cmanet.org.
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High school sports in grip 
of NCS showdowns

Mustang girls bring home water polo title

by Rachel McMurdie

F or the third time in four 
years, the Mustang girls’ 
water polo team came home 

with a North Coast Section title. On 
Saturday, No. 1 seed Monte Vista 
(26-2) beat out No. 2 Northgate in 
a 6-2 rout for the crown at Soda 
Aquatic Center at Campolindo 
High School in Moraga.
 Northgate (21-6) took an early 
lead, earning the first point two 
minutes into play and holding 
off the Mustangs for nearly 12 
minutes. Then, with 2:15 left in 
the first half, Mustang Georgi 
Capelletti struck hard and made it 
stick, giving Monte Vista its first 
goal. Moments later, teammate 
Kiki Golden scored again, giving 
the Mustangs a 2-1 edge to close 
out the first half.
 Golden and Capelletti scored two 
more goals each in the Mustang 
win. Monte Vista keeper Kerry 
Beeman had nine saves.
 The Mustangs beat out College 
Park in the semi-final round 
Thursday to advance to the finals. 
San Ramon Valley girls also made 
it to the semifinals, advancing over 
Marin Catholic in a 12-5 quar-
terfinal game. In the semifinals, 
the Wolves fell to the Campolindo 
Cougars in double overtime, 6-5.

Boys water polo: De La Salle 
gives SRV the slip

 Despite hunting down a half-

time tie, the San Ramon Valley 
High School Wolves fell 6-3 in 
Saturday’s NCS semifinal game 
against De La Salle (21-6) at 
Campolindo High School. Sam 
Finlayson, David Hasselfeld and 
Taylor Herman each had goals 
for San Ramon Valley (21-6) 
but De La Salle’s Kevin Peat, 
who recorded 13 saves, kept the 
Wolves mostly at bay. SRV’s 
Elliot Arthur had six saves. 

Football: Wolves take down 
Mustangs, 21-17

 The Wolves ended their regu-
lar football season with a home-
town win over the Mustangs 21-17, 
last week on Thursday night. San 
Ramon (9-1, 5-1 EBAL) got an 
early edge on Monte Vista with 
a 14-0 lead after the first quarter. 
SRV’s Roy Helu Jr. scored first with 
a 44-yard run, followed by a 22-
yard touchdown pass from Corbin 
Louks to  Ryan Vandersloot. Steve 
Roberts finished off both with field 
goals. Louks was 13-27 in passing 
for 186 yards.
 Monte Vista (7-3, 4-2 EBAL) 
gained some traction in the sec-
ond with a 32-yard field goal, 
but it wasn’t until the third quar-
ter that their comeback seemed 
viable. Sweeny made a 10-yard 
run for the Mustangs first touch-
down. Then, finally taking the lead, 
Drew McAllister, who finished out 
the game 19-29 on passing for 

163 yards, connected with Ryan 
Whalen on a 23-yard touchdown 
pass putting the score at 17-14 
going into the fourth.
 SRV regained its lead and sealed 
the win in the fourth with a six-
yard touchdown run from Louks.

Volleyball: Wolves ace 
Mustangs in round two

 The San Ramon Valley girls 
killed their way to another three-
game league win over Monte 
Vista this season. The games went 
25-21, 25-16, 25-21. Mustang 
Lauren Claybaugh led the way 
with 11 kills, 10 digs and a block. 
Teammates Laura Managan had 4 
kills and one ace; Bekah Weisser 
logged 15 digs; and Carly Kenyon 
earned 31 assists and 5 digs. With 
the win, the SRV record improves 
to (8-4 EBAL, 20-8).

 Girls tennis: Monte Vista and 
Foothill at it again

 Monte Vista locked in its bid 
to the NCS team tennis cham-
pionships Saturday with a 7-0 
win over San Ramon Valley. 
Rain delayed the final show-
down between the Mustangs 
and the Foothill Falcons for the 
section title. The championship 
was to feature familiar rivals: 
Monte Vista’s Mia Giovanni and 
Foothill’s Kerri Kummer. ■

E-mail photos to editor@
DanvilleWeekly.com

Mustang Tigers get a head start
Top, Jordan Weil makes a header as Mustang Tigers teammates 

Marco Geagea and Ethan Hall look on at a game against the Mustang 
Vipers earlier this month. Bottom, the Mustang White Plus Tigers 
won the Dick King U-10 Tournament last weekend after defeating the 
Mustang Phoenix in the finals in double-overtime, winning a sudden-
death shootout. The Tigers are (back row, l-r) Coaches John Stame, 
Bruce Dereshuk and David Langon; players Drew Woodruff, Jordan 
Weil, Yian Liou, Christos Dereschuk, Matthew Hoff; (front row) Ethan 
Hall, Marco Geagea, Benjamin Stame, Nathan Aepli, Ryan Langon, 
Douglas Partridge, Aaron Coleman and Jake Pantic/Horne.

Fences . Decks . Arbors
Retaining Walls . Repairs

 Personal Service
 Same Day Estimates

FALL SPECIAL
$2.00 per ft. off

(Expires 11-30-06)

10 Year Warranty on 
Kick Boards and Posts

C & J FENCING
Family owned and operated

925.355.1380
CA License #868917



Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
Bay Area Restaurant Reviews
Boutique Sat 12/2 10to3 

* DEADLINE *

The Pleasanton/Danville Weekly
Classifi ed Advertising

deadline is:

Tuesday 12 Noon
through the business offi ce

925-600-0840 x12

Tuesday 11:59 PM
through Fogster.com 

Avoid the last-minute rush -
Place your ad early! 

Donate Your Car 
to the Original 1-800-Charity Cars! Full 
retail value deduction if we provide 
your car to a struggling family. Call 
1-800-CHARITY. (1-800-242-7489) 
www.800CharityCars.org (Cal-SCAN) 
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE Nov 18-19, 
9am-5pm
Designer Jewelry, 
Dog and Cat Supplies, 
Christmas stockings.
Come by 892 Hopkins Way
(take Sunol Blvd to Junipero to Hopkins)
International Crafts Fair

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Go or Chinese Lessons - $15/$20
Stress/Pain Management

133 Music Lessons
Guitar Lessons 417.0561 w/Brett - 
$31.00

HARP LESSONS
for all ages

Try something new for Fall! 
Call Benneta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
~ located in Danville ~

Private Piano Lessons - $25/half h
Violin Lessons - $10

152 Research Study 
Volunteers
Stanford Research Opportunity! 
The Stanford Life-span Development 
Lab is looking for Caucasians and 
African Americans ages 18-30, 40-
55, and 65-85 to participate in stud-
ies investigating how people think 
and process information. Studies pay 
$25/hr. English must be your first 
language. Email lifespan@psych.stan-
ford.edu or call (650) 725-6855 and 
ask for Sylvia Morelli.

155 Pets
Flea Meds , healthfulpets.com

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

 Jeep 2004 Wrangler Unlimited 
16,600 miles - One owner, excellent 
condition, 4 wheel drive, air condi-
tioning, silver, with black soft top, 
longer version of the wrangler. Great 
car! $17,500.00
650 269 2736
650 473 1406

Ford Wheels 2000 F250 Super Duty 
- $285
LEXUS 2004 RX 330 - 31,675 INC

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
PLEASANTON, 1544 Oak Vista Way, 

Nov 18-19, 9-3
Huge yard sale! Toys, books, clothes, 

furniture and new stuff too! Come early!
PLEASANTON, 611 Windmill Ln, Sat 
11/18, 8-12 

Pleasanton, 6225 Camino Del Lago, 
11/18, 8-2
PLEASANTON, 6868 Massey Ct, 
11/18-19, 9-3 

San Rafael, 55 De Luca Place, 11-
18, 9-3 
Building Supplies - Warehouse 
(Moving) Sale: Lumber(DF, cedar, 
mahagony), el, plumb, hrdwr,saws,
vacs, pwr&hand tools, windows, 
VersaLoc blocks, debris chutes & more. 
Call Joe (415) 847-7079.

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Baseball Cards - $5
Hand Stitched Pillow - $3
Royal Doulton Bunnykins Mug and - $10

220 Computers/
Electronics
Computer Desk Krister - $25

240 Furnishings/
Household items
2 White patio chairs, 5 baskets - $1 
- $5
Bedroom Suite - $500
Black swivel desk chairs - $12ea
COFFEE TABLE - $75
Desk & Credenza - $75
Dining Table - $70 or BO
Drop Leaf Table - $600

FRAMED WATERCOLORS 925/846-
4299 - $245
New Twin metal head/footboard - $150
White Full Metal Head/footboard - $200

245 Miscellaneous
AccuCut Die Cut Machine - $175
DVD Unopened - $4.00
Evergreens to support Scouts 
Fresh Pacific Northwest Evergreen 
Wreaths will be on sale by Starbucks 
at Camino Tassajara and Crow Canyon. 
Benefits the Cub Scouts of Pack 689. 
Dec. 2-3 only.
Firewood, free delivery 
Pine $450 cord, oak $500 cord, man-
zanita $550 cord, 510-587-3250 $450-
$550
Grey suede boots, Womens 6M, $30 
925-743-8100

New Wood Bunk Bed w/mattresses - 
$500
Power Wheelchairs and scooters 
at little or no cost to seniors/disabled 
with Medicare, MediCal or Insurance. 
Free Delivery, Training and Warranty. 
ProHealth Mobility. 1-877-740-4900. 
www.ProHealthMobility.com (Cal-SCAN)
Scrapbook & Stamping Supplies
Steel Building Sale... 
“Don’t Miss It!” December delivery or depos-
it holds till spring. 25’x40’x12’=$4800. 
40’x60’x16’=$12,800. Front end option-
al. Other sizes available. Pioneer 1-800-
668-5422. (Cal-SCAN)

Steel Buildings. 
End of Year Factory Specials. 40x60 to 
200x300. Must clear out inventory. Rigid 
1-800-658-2885. (Cal-SCAN)

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Push up Dip Station
Stair Stepper

Kid’s
Stuff

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
BlackhawkBallet.com
Experienced Math Tutor
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING
Math Tutor
PIANO LESSONS - $25.00

TUTORING K-8
by credentialed Elementary teacher and 
professional tutor, in my Danville home. 

$25/hr M-F 3-6pm. 
925-648-3295

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Hacienda School

355 Items for Sale
0-18 months old girl clothes etc - $10
A box of 2 years old boy clothes - $15
A box of baby boy’s clothes etc. - $10
booster &step, potty, potty seat - $5—-
$10
Bouncer, Baby bath tub, stroller - $5—
$15
Comfort, Bumper, Crib Cover - $5
cribe stuffs & boy’s clothes - $5-$15
Cub Scout Uniform wanted
Treehouse Dectives Series - $7.95

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
A Cool Travel Job. 
Now hiring (18-24 positions) to work 
and travel entire USA. Paid training, 
transportation, lodging furnished. Call 
today, Start today. 1-877-646-5050. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Coordinate Exchange program! 
COORDINATE EXCHANGE PROGRAM! 
International High School Exchange 
Program seeks enthusiastic coordina-
tors and ESL instructors. Develop excit-
ing short-term programs for international 
students. 1-800-333-3802 x238 LCE@
ASSE.com (Cal-SCAN)
Driver
Take Care of your Family. Join ours. 
Consistent miles, regional and dedicated 
runs. Company paid Commercial Drivers 
License training. www.SwiftTruckingJobs.
com 1-866-476-6828. EOE. (Cal-SCAN)
Driver
EXPERIENCED & Trainees Needed. Earn 
up to $40k+ next year. No experi-
ence required. $0 down. CDL Training 
Available. Central Refrigerated 1-800-
521-9277 x4779. (Cal-SCAN
Driver:
Don’t Just Start Your Career, Start It 
Right! Company Sponsored CDL training 
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have CDL? 
Tuition Reimbursement! wgreen@crst.
com 1-800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN)
Elementary Teacher
Exchange Student Rep 
Place & supervise int’l HS
exchange students. PT work at home. 
Stipends & travel incentives. (866)938-
7094
HAIRSTYLIST STATIONS FOR RENT

Great downtown Danville location 
w/parking.

Call Jane 925-838-1015

Home Caregivers 
Hourly or live-in. Immediate openings 
and excellent pay! Must have elderly 
care experience. Driver’s preferred.
408-735-0983

HOUSECLEANERS NEEDED
Good Wages ~ Weekly Pay
Ideal Hours ~ Paid Mileage

Car, CDL & insurance are necessary
Call Merry Maids / Pleasanton 

(925) 462-0991

NANNIES NEEDED!!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!

$13-18/hr
A Nanny Connection

925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

Recep/Admin
PT e/o wkend, ans multi-line ph, greet 
visitors, PC knowl-$10/hr-Livermore-FAX 
res 925-443-1904
Spanish Teacher
Warehouse/Inventory Control. 
No exp. necessary. We train. Heavy 
lifting and good health req’d. Max age 
34. H.S. Grads. Call 1-800-345-6289. 
(Cal-SCAN)

550 Business 
Opportunities
All Cash Candy Route. 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local candy route. Includes 30 machines 
and candy. All for $9,995. MultiVend, 
LLC 880 Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY 
11729. 1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)
Are You Making 
 $1,710 per week? All cash vending 
routes with prime locations available 
now! Under $10k investment required. 
Call Toll Free (24/7) 1-800-961-9147. 
(Cal-SCAN)

CLINIC POSITIONS
Space available for Massage Therapist 

or Esthetician. Share beautiful San 
Ramon office w/Electrologist. 
Private room avail and shared 

waiting room.
Call 925-202-5230

Start Your Own 
Landscape Curbing Business- High 
Demand. Low Overheads. High Profit. 
Training Available. Priced from $12,000. 
1-800-667-5372. www.EdgeMaster.net 
(Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
Driver - Gordon Trucking 
Get Paid for Your Experience- Up to 
10 Years! Sign-On Bonus! Start up to 
$.41 per mile! No-Down Payment Lease 
Purchase Program. 1-888-832-6484. 
www.GordonTrucking.com (Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS?
Over 18 years experience in 
all aspects of bookkeeping.
No job too big or too small!

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

604 Adult Care 
Offered

ELDERLY CAREGIVER
Live In / Out. Light house-
keeping, meal preparation, 
errands and personal care.

Call Kristi (925) 216-8718

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM
PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering FREE 
postings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. Most 
listings are free print ad 
in our Peninsula news-
papers with the option 
of photos and additional 
lines. Exempt are Business 
Services and Employment 
ads, which include a web 
listing charge. Home ser-
vices and Mind & Body 
Services, require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.
So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!
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Pleasanton Guitar Studio
Folk • Rock • Blues • Country 

Jazz • Celtic • Ragtime • Classic
Beginners to Advanced Students

~ Have fun playing songs or solo guitar pieces ~
(925) 570-0828

experienced, professional guitarist / B.M. Berklee College of Music



Sylvie (RN) and Rebecca 
will find the professional caregiver

who matches your needs.
We will help YOU stay in

YOUR home with 
maximum independence.

❖❖ R-S PROCARE ❖❖
HOME HEALTH SERVICES

Rebecca (925) 788-2503
Sylvie (925) 890-7424

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

615 Computers

Computer Help

Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2006 Diablo Magazine

"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: http://come.to/pc-medic

M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p
Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

Fabulous Friends
Licensed & Bonded

Serving Pleasanton/Dublin

sbnbart@comcast.net

A Pet Sitting Service

Nicki Bartels
925.989.4586

659 Sewing/Tailoring

Custom Designed 
Sewing Work

Draperies, Bedding, Pillows, 
Cushions, Embroidery, Alterations

and More!   References available.

Contact Lina,  925-249-1298

Home
Services

715 Cleaning 
Services

A+ / ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING
Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603

AFFORDABLE HOUSECLEANING 
SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
Quality Work~Dependable~ 

Affordable
Weekly~Biweekly~Monthly

 Move In-Out
Refs Avail / Free Estimates

 - Supplies Provided - 
*$25 Off 1st & 2nd Cleaning*

Call (925) 339-2193

Andrea’s Cleaning Serice
Personalized Cleaning Home & Apartments
Quality Work, Dependable & Affordable 
Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly—as you need!
*Serving Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin*
Refs Avail / Free Estimates / 10 Yrs Exp

Call 925-339-2461

BETTY'S OFFICE CLEANING
Affordable ~ Reliable 
17 Yrs Experience 

Cleaning schedule as you require!
925-497-8369

Fax 925-429-3861 
Lic# 5002770 / Bonded

COMPLETE CLEANING SERVICES
Professional cleaning to your request! 

Reliable, affordable, efficient, 
trustworthy.

~ 18 Yrs Experience ~
Call Kristi (925) 216-8718

CONVENIENT CLEANING
Residential / Commercial

$50-1st 3 hrs min/$15 hr after
MOVE-OUTS $20 hr/3 hr min
Serving Pleasanton area only 

12 yrs exp~Refs~Lic# 060612
M-F call btwn 9:30am-6:30pm

925-371-6842

CR'S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE
"Professional Service with the

Personal Touch"
COMPLETE CLEANING

Weekly * Bi-Weekly * Monthly
$10 off w/first cleaning

(925) 785-1967

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE
Res/Com ~ 10 Yrs Local Exp
Move In/Out, Weekly/Bi-Weekly
Licensed~Insured~Exc. Refs 

"We do windows and 
power wash!"

925-339-6411 or 640-3845

MARTHA'S CLEANING SERVICE
- All Types of Cleaning -

Move In/Out Our Specialty!
10 Yrs Exp ~ Dependable, Quality 

Service
925-997-4669
MERRY MAIDS

One Less Thing To Worry About
We are insured, bonded &

tailored to meet your needs
925-462-0991

719 Remodeling/
Additions

BAYWOOD CABINET 
INSTALLATION

Quality Craftsmen will install 
your kitchen/bath cabinets.

Call 925 575-0425
for your Free Estimate

CA Lic# 883922
Bonded & Insured

Contractors, over-booked? 
We can help you too!

REMODELING CONTRACTOR
Additions, bathrooms, windows, 

doors, interior trim, whole house.
A+ References ~ Insured

Lic# 503716
Dan (925) 575-1892

726 Decor & Drapery

DESIGN REMIX 925-964-9066 
bareille@comcast.net 

730 Electrical
w
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Electrical Design 
& Construction

Customized
Plasma TV 
Installation

Home Theatre 
Installation

Outdoor Spa Hook-up
Patio Lighting

•  Recessed lighting 
& ceiling fans

•  Expert troubleshooting 
& repairs

•  BBB - 6-year honor roll 
member

•  Bonded & Insured
CA Lic #673809

•  Accept all major 
credit cards

ESTIMATES

ALWAYS
FREE

BAY CITY
ELECTRIC INC.

925.606.8260

737 Fences & Gates
Borg
Redwood
Fences

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully insured P.L. & P.D. • State Lic. #771763

FREE
Estimates

Insurance Work
“Unsurpassed Quality at Reasonable Prices”

426-9620
www.borgfence.com

Fences • Decks • Retaining Walls
Arbors • Heritage Vinyl Fencing

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

COMPLETE YARD MAINTENANCE
Good Refs Avail ~ 10 yrs Exp

Reasonable rates / Free estimates
$70 2x mo ~ $100 4x mo

925-768-4528

“Tis the season to be jolly—
Why mess with high roofs 

and all that folly?!”
HOLIDAY DECORATING 

& LIGHT HANGING
For First Place Blackhawk Winner 

please call 

THOR LANDSCAPING
510-329-5091

www.thorlandscaping.com

HOLIDAY LIGHT HANGING
This year leave the hassle

 to us! You provide the lights ~ 
We do the rest!

Call Jim at 510-537-4929

THOR LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod & Sprinkler 
Installation, Fence & Deck Repair, 

Waterfalls and Fountains
~ All driveways $8 sq ft ~

Call 510-329-5091
licensed & bonded

www.thorlandscaping.com

754 Gutters
GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT 

CLEANING
Affordable Service
~ Free Estimates ~
510-502-2729 (c)

757 Handyman/
Repairs

A+ HOME SERVICES 
(925) 785-7652
Specializing in:
- Handyman Repairs
 - Preparing Your Home For Sale
 - Property Management
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry, Tile, 
and More!

PLEASANTON HOME REPAIR and 
MAINTENANCE

Full Service Residential / Commercial 
Repairs and Maintenance
Dependable ~ 30 Yrs Exp

Call 925-577-0542
* Pleasanton area only *

Local Refs~City Lic# 040421
email:ss1177@comcast.net

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE

Yard & Garage clean-up / Dump runs / 
Appliance and Furniture removal / Tree 

and Shrub trimming & removal -
 Tree Experts! 

Low Rates / Free Estimates
925 899-5655

GABRIEL’S
HAULING & CLEAN-UPS

Handyman Services and 
Creative Landscaping

Available

925-963-3907
AFFORDABLE & RELIABLE

One call does it all-
no job too small!

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

Quality Interior & Exterior

PAINTING
by CAMBRIDGE
925-462-0655

❄ Winter Special - 10% off ❄

GABRIEL’S
BUCKET and BRUSH
PAINTING & POWERWASH

Residential and Commercial
Interior/ Exterior - No Job too small!
Reasonable rates / Exc. references

Call (925) 963-3907

775 Paving/Asphalt/
Concrete

DANVILLE CONCRETE
Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall. 

Any concrete finishing
(925) 736-8042

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Dublin, 2BR/1.5BA - $1395
Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2100/mont
Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2000/month
Pleasanton, 2BR/ BA - $1250

803 Duplex
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - $1300

805 Homes for Rent
Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2000

FREE REPORTS 
AND RESOURCES
For all the resources you 
need to make the correct 
fi nancing decision - visit:
EastBayLoanTips.com

or call 
(800)-348-5780 Ext 2002
(Free, 24 Hr Recorded Hotline)

Livermore, 3BR/2BA
Pleasanton Homes, 3BR/2BA
Pleasanton, 3BR/2.5BA - $2300
Pleasanton, 3BR/2.5BA - $1850

San Ramon, 3BR/2BA - $2595

815 Rentals Wanted
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
p r o p e r t i e s 2 r e n t y a h o o . c o m 
925.846.5962

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Danville, 3 BR/2 BA - $467,000
Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - 589,888
Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - 589,888
Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $599,950
Dublin, 3BR/2BA
Dublin, 3BR/2BA

East Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA 
New 2bd/2ba+loft+view penthouse 
$549000. Will consider lease at 
$2300/negotiable. Easy commute 
to bay area employment centers.
Call 650.380.0220 Wendy, agent.

Fixer Upper 
Bargains, these homes 

need work, lowest prices.

Call for a free list.
Free recorded message

1-800-359-0635
ID # 109 CB

FREE REPORTS 
AND RESOURCES
For all the resources you 
need to make the correct 
fi nancing decision - visit:
EastBayLoanTips.com

or call 
(800)-348-5780 Ext 2002
(Free, 24 Hr Recorded Hotline)

Livermore (gothouse.com), 3 BR/2 BA 
- $868,000
Livermore (gothouse.com), 3 BR/2 BA 
- $868,000
Livermore, 2 BR/2 BA - $572,900
Livermore, 3BR/2BA - 585000
Livermore, 3BR/2BA - $605000
Livermore, 4 BR/2 BA - $534950
Livermore, 4BR/2BA
Manufactured/Mobile/Modular 
Park Homes Factory Direct from 
$17,900. Save $1,000’s. Factory Tours 
Daily, Floor Plans and More online at 
www.ModularExpo.com or call 1-800-
889-8548. (Cal-SCAN)
Pleasanton, 3 BR/2.5 BA - 635000
Pleasanton, 3 BR/2.5 BA - 635000
Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $799,000
Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $799,000
Pleasanton, 4 BR/3.5 BA - $1370000
Pleasanton, 4BR/2.5BA
San Ramon Home, 3BR/2BA
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fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

News | Schools | Merchants | Homes

Everything in Our Neighborhood

Move In-Move Out or Regular Service

•Housecleaning

• Carpet C
are

• W
indow W

ashing

East Bay
(925) 249-0399

or
(650) 222-0058 (c)

OVER 25 YEARS 
OF QUALITY SERVICE

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

— Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only —

PLACE YOUR FOGSTER
AD HERE!

PLACE YOUR FOGSTER
AD HERE!



San Ramon, 4BR/2.5BA

San Ramon, 4BR/2BA

830 Commercial/
Income Property
Livermore Office/Warehouses

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Nevada Getaway Selling Quickly 
10 ac Trout Stream, $59,900. Fish Lake 
Valley Nevada. High elevation alpine 
acreage. Eastern slope of year round 
snow-covered White Mountains, which 
provides cool, clean water that feeds 
the Rainbow trout creek which borders 
the entire back boundary. Awe inspiring. 
Call 1-888-581-5263 or www.NVLR.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

SKI & BEACH RENTALS 
properties2rentyahoo.com 
925.846.5962

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
20 Acre Ranches 
Repossessions. Near booming El Paso, 
Texas. $13,500, $500 down/$135 
monthly. (10%/216 months) Roads in, 
surveyed. No qualifying. Free maps/
pictures. Sunset Ranches. 1-800-343-
9444. (Cal-SCAN) 

A Dreeam Find 
20 Acres - Reduced $89,900. Near 
Tehachapi. Fresh mountain air and pic-
ture perfect views. Streams and oaks. 
Ideal for horses, country getaway, or 
to buy and hold. Financing. Call owner 
1-888-821-5253. (Cal-SCAN)

Arizona
BELOW MARKET. 36AC - $279,900. 
Wickenburg area. Stunning ranch with 
amazing views. Diverse topography, 
abundant ground water. Great for 
horses, private retreat or buy & hold. 
Subdividable. E-Z terms. Call AZLR 1-
866-516-4868. (Cal-SCAN)

Cherokee Village, Arkansas! 
2 Championship Golf Courses, 7 
Lakes, Full service Marina, 2 hours 
NW Memphis, Tennessee. Lots start-
ing at $3995. Mike: 1-800-850-4576 
www.CherokeeVillageLand4Sale.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Colorado Fall Ranch 
Sale Starting At Only $29,900! 
Spectacular views! Rolling fields. Elec/ 
Tele included. Excellent financing. Call 
Now. 1-866-696-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

Gulf Front Lots $595k 
Homes starting mid-$300k. New mas-
ter planned ocean front community on 
beautiful Mustang Island, near Corpus 
Christi, TX. www.CinnamonShore.com , 
1-866-554-5758. (Cal-SCAN) 

Last Chance To Own! 
LAST CHANCE TO OWN! Abandoned 
Farming / Mining Settlement less than 
2hrs Albuquerque. 20 acres - $24,900. 
Old Farming & Mining Community. 
Incredible setting, including frequently 
running river, spring, views and diverse 
topography. Excellent financing. Few 
lots remain! Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-370-
5263 or visit www.SantaRitaRanches.net 
(Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico 
FIRST Time Offer. Adjacent to Lake 
Sumner. 10 acres - $15,900. Rare 
riverfront property in New Mexico. 
Incredible setting, including frequently 
running Pecos River, views and diverse 
topography. 5 minutes to Recreational 
Lake. Limited number of small ranch-
es. Excellent financing. Call NML&R, 
Inc. 1-888-204-9760 or visit www.
RiverRanches.net (Cal-SCAN)

New To Market 
NEVADA’s Best Bargain. 5 Acres- 
$19,900. Spectacular snow-capped 
views. Great for horses. Financing avail-
able! Call now! 1-888-330-2836. (Cal-
SCAN)

WESTERN NEW MEXICO. 
Private 20 acres $39,990. Pines, 
mountain views, wildlife, close to BLM. 
Horseback riding, hiking, hunting. 
Perfect for ranch, getaway, or retire-
ment. Diversify your portfolio. Electricity. 
100% financing. 1-866-365-4122. (Cal-

SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

UCB Real Estate

Ed Antenucci
owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I’ll Listen!

Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience & 
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Free Home Finding Services
Livermore Realtor BradyWalsh.com
Mobile Notary (925) 699-5794
Property Management BradyWalsh
San Ramon Property Management Br
San Ramon Real Estate Services
Several Updated Investment 
Properties for Sale. $50-60K range. All 
sold Less than appraised value! Seller 
Pays closing costs. Call 1-317-576-
9911, x231 or 1-317-253-6411. (Cal-
SCAN)

860 Housesitting
house/pet-sitter, teacher 
jim@jimrichardson.com
Housesitting/Girl Friday - $neg
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Shaggy Dog
Peeking out from 
beneath a mop 
of shaggy fur is 
an 11-month-
old, neutered 
male, adorable 
Briard mix named 
"Shadow." Shadow 
is friendly and 
active. He loves 
to play with toys 
and will need 
an active fam-
ily to keep up 
with him. Since 
he has longer 
fur and a double 
coat, he will need 
regular groom-
ing. Shadow gets 
along well with 
other dogs of sim-
ilar size. Shadow 
will weigh approx-
imately 70 pounds 
at adulthood. Visit 
Shadow at the 
Tri-Valley SPCA, 
4651 Gleason Dr., 
Dublin, open 1-8 
p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday, and 11 

spca.org.

Pet of the Week

Furniture, music, electronics, pets, tickets, sporting goods, 

household items, autos, freebies and more!

THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

a.m.-6 p.m. Friday-Sunday. Call 479-9670 or visit www.eastbay-
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Danville
3240 Blackhawk Meadow 
Drive J. & S. Kern to K. Cole 
for $1,500,000
1662 Colchester Street 
Lennar Homes to Y. & I. 
Margulis for $1,174,000
1688 Colchester Street 
Lennar Homes to A. Bukta for 
$1,119,000
673 Contada Circle R. & P. 
Montana to E. & C. Gayden for 
$1,007,000
546 El Pintado Road Daly
Trust to G. & L. Dolivo for 
$950,000
854 El Pintado Road Tandrow 
Trust to T. & K. Huether for 
$2,000,000
225 El Pinto Affinito Trust to J. 
& C. Zdanowski for $1,975,000
2225 Genoa Street Lennar
Homes to Nutakki Trust for 
$1,098,000
702 Glen Eagle Court K.
Bereta to D. & O. Oliveira for 
$770,000
120 Hope Lane R. Lewis to W. 
& J. Gallagher for $1,625,000
286 Jasmine Way Kruger
Trust to J. & J. Diedenhofen for 
$969,000
230 Lyon Court R. & C. 
Harrison to J. & D. Kruger for 
$1,278,500
163 Molitas Road Bordetsky 
Trust to Y. Liu for $881,000
136 Nanterre Street KB
Homes to S. Tam for $883,500
184 Nanterre Street KB
Homes to N. Cruz for $944,000
217 Nanterre Street KB
Homes to T. & L. Chung for 
$930,000
403 Rioja Court KB Homes to 
J. Delgadillo for $1,171,000

421 Rioja Court KB Homes to 
R. Mohr-Wendt for $1,114,000
230 Viewpoint Drive D.
Rognerud to T. Tieu for 
$950,000

Alamo
1398 Casa Vallecita Bowman
Trust to M. & L. Kovalik for 
$1,250,000
101 Daniel Drive D. & A. 
Hudson to P. & J. Petrillo for 
$1,465,000
2678 Roundhill Drive G. & J. 
Kimball to E. & P. Chaback for 
$1,150,000
340 South Avenue C. & K. 
Muenter to B. Stockton for 
$1,452,000
2433 Southview Drive 
Dibari Trust to C. Wilkins for 
$1,491,000

Diablo
21 Calle Del Casarillo Lee
Trust to J. & M. Moeller for 
$1,537,500

Walnut Creek
2463 Aarles Court M. & M. 
Lapp to S. Kaplun for $820,000
1925 Cactus Court #4 
Mcglauflin Trust to B. Burke for 
$465,000
1790 Candelero Court C. & 
N. Archibald to J. Nixon for 
$547,500
1802 Cannon Drive K. Morton 
to J. Lukza for $467,500
2105 Dapplegray Lane 
B. Dulac to K. & C. Finn for 
$563,500
3464 Freeman Road G. & 
M. Moore to J. & J. Taylor for 
$1,125,000
3034 Grey Eagle Drive 
Laporta Trust to Lim Trust for 
$1,262,500

5920 Horsemans Canyon 
Drive #1B Price Trust to Lee 
Trust for $475,000
2600 Jones Road #33 A.
Ursino to A. Navarro for 
$470,000
221 Normandy Lane Zaro 
Trust to Normandy Group for 
$3,350,000
430 North Civic Drive #509 
A. Shields to J. Northrup for 
$349,000
1003 Northoak Drive M.
Dewindt to W. & N. Armstrong 
for $575,000
2530 Oak Road #101 
Bridgeport Commons to S. & I. 
McPeak for $432,500
2594 Oak Road #262 M. Ben-
Arie to H. Ung for $520,000
2721 Oak Road #I J. Owens 
to J. Kupras for $430,000
78 Park Avenue Chaffee Trust 
to T. & J. Elliott for $660,000
1930 Parkside Drive Holtrop 
Trust to P. Ho for $585,000
2209 Ptarmigan Drive #3 
Otto Trust to D. & B. Peterson 
for $377,000
2454 Sky Road D. Cleary to E. 
& M. Kahn for $1,080,000
862 Stonehaven Drive Sirva
Relocation to M. Mertz for 
$900,000
945 Terra California Drive 
#2 R. Davis to Devlin Trust for 
$818,000
945 Terra California Drive 
#3 F. & L. Barnes to Davidson 
Trust for $650,000
25 Virginia Court Richmond
Trust to G. & M. Moore for 
$918,000
1077 Wesley Court #2 
Gracey Trust to L. Roaldson for 
$389,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource

  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Danville
Total sales reported: 
19
Lowest sale reported: 
$770,000
Highest sale reported: 
$2,000,000
Average sales report-
ed: $1,175,736

Alamo
Total sales reported: 5
Lowest sale reported: 
$1,1500,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,491,000
Average sales report-
ed: $1,361,600

Diablo
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sale reported: 
$1,537,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,537,000
Average sales report-
ed: $1,537,000

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 
24
Lowest sale reported: 
$349,000
Highest sale reported: 
$3,350,000
Average sales report-
ed: $759,562

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during October 2006

Nestled at the end of Club House Rd., in the heart of 
the Diablo Country Club, lies this beautiful garden 
paradise. The 3819 sq. ft. home includes 4 bedrooms, 
2 1/2 baths and separate game/pool room with bath.  
A remodeled kitchen with granite and travertine fl oors, 
4 wood burning fi replaces, large family room w/wine 
refrigerator and wet bar, pool/spa and a large workshop 
complete the property. Offered at $2,245,000

For More Information Call
 Marilee Headen 
925~743~1225

www.MarileeHeaden.com
MarileeHeaden@aol.com

www.The Combs Team .com

ProfessionalsYou Can
Count On!

Visit www.thecombsteam.com

925-989-6086
Nancy P. Combs Joe Combs

Call Joe & Nancy
925-989-6086

Alamo Cul de Sac

1.6 Acre Building Lot
Build Your Dream Home In One Of The

Most Expensive Zip Codes In The United
States. $1,500,000

4 Bedroom 3 Bath in San Ramon
Walk to Iron Horse Trail, Large Master

Bedroom Suite, Huge Bonus Room With
Built Ins.  Large Back Yard.  $849,000

Walnut Creek Duplex

Great Views in Diablo 4 Bedroom San Ramon

Walnut Creek Duplex
Each Unit Has 3 Bedrooms and 2 Baths,

Walk to Down Town. Live in one side, rent
the other side.  $900,000

O P E N H O M E  G U I D E  F O R M
LIST YOUR OPEN HOMES—FREE

LIST YOUR OPEN HOME FOR FREE!

DEADLINE IS 
TUESDAY 10 A.M.

E-MAIL OPEN HOME INFORMATION TO :
OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com

Space available 
only basis
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Alamo
3 Bedrooms

914 Ina Dr. $1,498,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451
150 Crest Ave. $995,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Wlliams 855-3444

4 Bedrooms
155 Wilson Rd. $1,175,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 368-8667
116 Post Rd. $1,299,950
Sun 1-4 Intero 885-4041
2694 Roundhill Dr. $1,469,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 998-5868
46 Vista Ln $1,649,000
Sun 1:30-4 Intero 672-2499

5 Bedrooms
18 Kirk Ct. $2,699,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 791-2550

Blackhawk
3 Bedrooms

147 Birchbark Pl. $1,198,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451
11 Deer Meadow Ct. $1,199,000
Sun 1:30-4 Blackhawk RE 736-4155
118 Kingswood Cir. $925,000
Sun 1:30-4 Blackhawk RE 736-4155

4 Bedrooms
525 Kingswood Pl. $1,698,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451

Danville
2 Bedrooms

441 Sycamore Cir. $514,950
Sun 1-4 Re/Max 858-9365
4032 Skylark Ln. $534,500
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 968-1452
2200 Oneida Cir. $660,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 577-5510

3 Bedrooms
619 Cotnada Cir. $1,025,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 855-4134
4 Danville Oak Pl. $599,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 413-1068
154 Lawnview Cir. $599,550
Sun 1-4 Better Homes 389-0618
167 Heritage Park Dr. $655,900
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 855-6410
305 West Meadows Lane $659,900
Sun 1-4 PM Alain Pinel 648-6500
653 Doral Dr. $749,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 ERA Golden Hills  519-5740
1148 River Rock Ln $768,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 855-4075

4 Bedrooms
1024 Ocho Rios Dr. $1,065,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential CA 314-2428
250 Tim Ct. $1,599,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Better Homes 389-0618
129 Windover Dr. $1,699,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 838-4300
11 Jillian Wy $1,748,900
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero 818--4078
1193 River Rock  Ln $849,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 855-4049
1097 River Rock Ln $929,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 855-4107
705 Mistral Ct. $943-3333
Sun 1-4 Re/Max 362-0460
577 La Gonda Wy $950,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 855-4125
389 Squirrel Ridge Wy $995,000
 1-4 Intero 833-1822

5 Bedrooms
126 Bormio Ct. $1,355,000
Sun 12-3 Intero 984-1945

112 Laurelwood Dr. $2,049,950
Sun 1-4 Intero 977-1386
124 Victoria Pl. $2,199,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero 785-1386
246 Stetson Dr. $879,000
Sun 1-4:30 Prudential CA 876-5554

6 Bedrooms
251 Royal Palm Pl $1,099,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 855-4096
586  Zephyr $1,099,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 855-4123
265 Montego Dr. $4,200,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451

Diablo
1 Bedrooms

4165 Clarinbridge Cir. $478,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams   855-6410

6 Bedrooms
2315 Caballo Ranchero $2,125,000
Sun 1-4 Empire 217-5048

San Ramon
2 Bedrooms

2653 Fountainhead Dr. $465,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential CA 819-7653
950 Springview Cir. $620,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Empire 217-3112

3 Bedrooms
1407 Dawn Ct. $599,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Coldwell Banker 640-8283
1612 Arianna Lane $628,888
Sun 1:30-4 Realty World 336-1558
9746 Broadmoor Dr. $649,500
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 968-1452
100 Amaryllis Cir. $664,500
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 819-2747
1094 Vista Pointe Ci $710,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 885-4128
2516 McLaren Ln. $Upon Request
Sat/Sun 1-4 Re/Max 735-7653

4 Bedrooms
116 Pearlgrass Ct. $1,068,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Empire 217-5061
136 Canyon Lakes Way $1,119,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 785-1586
604 Vine Hill Ln $1,155,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 833-1822
11 Henry Ranch  Dr. $1,459,000
Sun 1:00-5:00 All CA Brokerage 699-7955
12 Tackwood Ct. $910,000
Sun 1-4 Empire 217-5082
1923 Hollyview Dr. $949,500
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 968-1452
2433 Wildhorse Dr. $997,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 366-4544

5 Bedrooms
16 Connick Ct. $1,150,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4 Alain Pinel 998-9747
16 Pine Valley Pl $1,434,000
Sun 1:30-4 Intero 487-6211
4025 Tulip Wy $1,565,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 855-6410
1424 Allanmere Dr. $949,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero 785-1386

Walnut Creek
2 Bedrooms

501 Allegheny Dr. $679,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Wlliams 855-3444

3 Bedrooms
2716 Oak Rd. #101 $450,000
Sat 1:30-4 Alain Pinel 642-0365

To list your home in the Danville Weekly Open Home Guide, please email: OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com

O P E N H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D

4 Bedrooms
1600 Springbrook Rd. $829,800
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 362-2022

Dublin
2 Bedrooms

10725 Wallace Ln. $485,000
Sun 1-4 Intero 413-1068

3 Bedrooms
7750 Firebrand Dr. $545,000
Sun 1:30-4 Alain Pinel 998-9747
3657 Sinnian Wy. $679,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Dublin Hills 829-9811
3981 Strafford Ct. $695,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Intero 963-0093

4 Bedrooms
3916 Gorham Ct. $779,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Intero 963-0093

5 Bedrooms
2718 S. Kilbride Ln. $1,024,500
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 968-1452
5012 Round Hill Dr. $1,449,000
Sun 1-4 Re/Max 735-7653

Livermore
3 Bedrooms

780 Mariposa Ave $519,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 855-6410
1206 Hillview Dr. $550,000
Sun 1-4 Re/Max 362-1645

513 Alameda Dr. $579,000
Sat/Sun 1-4:30 Valley Properties 998-5312
6341 El Capitan Ct. $629,950
Sat/Sun 1-4:30 Intero 200-5026
426 Andrea Cir. $699,950
Sun 1-4:30 Valley Properties 998-5312

4 Bedrooms
1431 Spring Valley Cmns. $440,000
Sun 12-3 Valley Properties 455-6048
4521 Maureen Cir. $725,000
Sat 1-4 Century 21 699-9508

Pleasanton
3 Bedrooms

560 Gerard Ct. $1,175,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 398-0234
4922 Black Ave. $698,900
Sun 2-5 Re/Max 735-7653

4 Bedrooms
2189 Martin Ct. $1,599,000
Sun 1:00-4:00 Re/Max 352-7307
2105 Cascara Ct. $2,340,000
Sun 1-4 Windermere 922-0822
2297 Greenwood Dr. $808,888
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 855-6410
4642 Sierrawood Lane $834,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Re/Max 362-1645
7603 Maywood Dr $988,888
Sat 1-4 Keller Williams 855-6410

5 Bedrooms
2503 Vineyard Ave. $2,199,000
Sun 1:30-4 Intero 200-0858

4111 Reedland, Danville - Ideally located near open space on the upper 
loop of Reedland Circle. This 4 bedroom 2.5 baths, 2,323+/- sq. ft. home 
offers very generous room sizes and comfortable amenities Central air, 
central vacuum system, alarm, separate laundry room. Formal dining, 
kitchen with breakfast nook, separate family room and much more. The 
back yard offers an ample patio and privacy. Auto sprinklers front and back. 
The HOA maintains the lush front landscaping. Offered at $839,000

PRISTINE CONDITIONS INSIDE AND OUT

SERAFINO BIANCHI
& THE BIANCHI TEAM

925.314.4880 Office
925.487.1194 Cell
925.940.9546 Fax

sbianchi@pacunion.com

PACIFIC UNION

REAL ESTATE GROUP

601 Sycamore Valley,
Danville, CA 94526

Open Sunday 1-4 • HUGE REDUCTION!



DANVILLE
Magee Ranch Custom $2,499,000
On the “circle”, 5bd, 4.5ba, library w/cherry built-ins, 
bonus room. Extensive use of woodwork. An enter-
tainer’s delight w/pool, spa, Mt. Diablo views!
Julie Whitmer 925.997.5120

DANVILLE
Westside Custom Single Story $1,649,950
Very open & bright 4bd, 3ba floor plan. Sunset 
Magazine award-winning backyard w/pool and Mt. 
Diablo view.  Newer roof.  3-car side entry garage.
Brad Gothberg 925.977.8965

ALAMO
Totally Remodeled on Westside $1,595,000
4bd, 3ba, slab granite kitchen w/wood and travertine 
floors. Many French doors, all new windows. New 
master bath w/shower. Great grounds.
McDougall Team 925.672.2499

DANVILLE
Rare Single Story on Quiet Court $1,262,000
4bd, 2.5ba, new carpeting, new light fixtures, meticu-
lously maintained.  Lovely brick accented pool and 
separate spa.  3-car garage.
Carolyn H. Young 925.963.0093

ALAMO
Just Reduced!! $1,175,000
Enjoy Mt. Diablo sunrises & Las Trampas Ridge sun-
sets! 4bd, 3.5ba with new: roof, deck, windows, carpet, 
refinished hardwood floors, gourmet granite kitchen.
Valerie Betts 925.368.8667

DANVILLE
It’s a WOW! $1,162,000
5 large bedrooms, remodeled kitchen, travertine 
master bath.  New furnace, A/C, ductwork, water 
heater.  Large side yard with patio.
Judy Bradley & Bob Gibbs 510.410.6311

DANVILLE
Bettencourt Ranch Executive Home $1,099,950
Like new inside and out! 4bd, one downstairs, 3ba, 
family room w/used brick fireplace, bar, morning 
sun breakfast area, huge master suite.
Chuck and Renee Lamb 925.899.9651

DANVILLE
Ready To Move In $1,099,000
6bd, 3ba, gorgeous remodeled kitchen and baths. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, faux paint walls, Tuscan 
touches. Newer roof, dual pane windows.
Vince Perpetuo 925.855.4096

DANVILLE
6 Bedroom Home in Danville Station $1,099,000
Room to roam in this wonderful 6bd plus huge loft, 
3ba home just steps to community pool and green-
belts. Stunning cherry/granite/stainless kitchen.
Loraine Ward 925.855.4123


