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Get Ready for Spring!

Tune Up Special 
$12 Off 

Reg. $72 labor plus parts 
Lawn Mowers • Rototillers 
Leaf Blowers • Chain Saws

 Weed Eaters

Unit must run. 
Must present coupon.

Expires 4/27/07

D  IAMOND SHARP

Equipment Center
The Power Equipment 

Professionals
33 Front Street, Danville

838.2124
We sharpen knives, scissors, and all garden tools.

Business Hours:
Mon thru Fri 8am-5pm

Saturday 8am-4pm
Closed Sunday

Front St.

Rose Ave.

N. Hertz Ave. D
ia

bl
o 

R
d.

I-680

We specialize in small equipment repair of 2 and 4 cycle engines.

Concierge Medicine
A New Level of Medical Care, The Way It’s Meant to Be

Donald S. Parsons, M.D.
Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine

Is Pleased to Announce His Concierge 
Medical Practice Is Now Open!

For more information, please call Cheryl @ (925) 855-3780 
Or visit our website: www.danvillemd.com

Annual Participation Fee

400 El Cerro Boulevard, Suite 102
Danville, California  94526

• Responsive, personalized 
healthcare

• Practice size limited to 500 
patients (instead of 2,000+)

• Extended, unhurried office 
visits

• Wellness and prevention 
planning

• Annual comprehensive 
wellness exam

• Around-the-clock
physician availability via 
personal cell phone

• Same day appointments
• Travel medicine 

consultations
• Nutritional counseling with 

registered dietician
• Dedicated support staff

Benefits:

Building
or

Remodeling?

Construction
Financing
Seminar

Call for next available class
925.449.1275

Sandy, Chris & Stephen
www.Team009.com

Team009@firsthorizon.com

All loans subject to approval. Certain restrictions may apply. © 2006 First Horizon National Corporation.
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CLEAN LINES FOR CLEAN LIVING

KDC KITCHEN & BATH GALLERY
228 Railroad Avenue, Danville
925-837-3680

KDC KITCHEN DESIGN CENTER
3732 Stanley Boulevard, Pleasanton

925-417-7453

Full In-House Remodeling Services Available 
Serving The Tri-Valley Since 1990

Streetwise
A S K E D  A R O U N D  D A N V I L L E

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Phoenix Nguyen shares her incredible journey from Da Lat, Vietnam, at the age of 9, adjust-
ing to life in St. Louis, becoming lawyer in California, and following her heart into the florist 
trade. Photo of Phoenix Nguyen by Christina Straw. Cover design by James Greenfield.

Vol. II, Number 48

My baby fooled me; she was due on April 
1, but she came on March 19. It was a total 
surprise. I wasn’t even home at the time; I 
had to drive back home at 2 a.m. to go to the 
hospital.

Melissa Jacobs
stay-at-home mom

I can always sense people, but this one time 
my ex-girlfriend played an April Fools’ joke on 
me. She was making all of these drastic deci-
sions all of the sudden. She got a job transfer 
to North Carolina, was buying a mansion there 
and her boyfriend proposed to her. I kind of 
believed her. It went on for about 15-20 min-
utes and then she said, “April Fools!”

Ed Nikie
Realtor

My husband proposed to me on April Fools’ 
Day. And I said yes. If I had said no, he would 
have said, “April Fools.” We’ve been married 
five years. I don’t know who the joke was on.

Patsy Mercado
president of Bay Area escrow

I have. My mom asked me to write down the 
winning lottery ticket numbers and I gave 
her the wrong winning lottery numbers mak-
ing her think she won. I kept her going for 
about 15-20 minutes. But it was only a small 
jackpot.

Scott Nosrug
real estate sales

My dad gets my sister and I every year on 
April Fools’ because he gets up really early 
every day due to his commute. So when he 
calls us in the morning, we are just waking up 
and don’t remember that it is April Fools’ Day.

Wendy Shaper
pharmaceutical sales rep

Have you ever been 
an April fool?Q:

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Mailed at Standard Postage Rate. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to 
homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 
for two years) are welcome from local residents. Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other 
communities is $50 per year. © 2007 by Embarcadero Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

COMPILED BY AMORY FOREMAN
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Trustees OK expanded parking lot 
at Tassajara Hills 
 The San Ramon Valley Unified School District Board of 
Education unanimously approved the conceptual design 
and funding for 22 additional parking spaces at Tassajara 
Hills Elementary School in Danville at its meeting earlier 
this month. The lot is located along the north side of the 
school’s property. 
 Tassajara currently has 63 parking stalls for an enroll-
ment of 720 students and 31 teaching stations. This is 
below the state guideline of 2.25 times the number of 
teaching stations, which would require 70 parking spaces. 
The school has no off-site parking, and the shortage of 
spaces is causing parking and traffic congestion, as well 
as impacting fire lanes.
 The construction cost for the project is $185,000, with 
additional costs bringing it to $250,000, according to the 
district.

Egg hunts ready to roll
 The Alamo Rotary is sponsoring its annual Egg Hunt at 
10 a.m., Saturday, March 31, in Livorna Park. All children 
12 and under are welcome, and this free event will be held 
rain or shine.
 The Town of Danville is holding its Eggstravaganza with 
egg hunts, crafts, balloons and face painting from 9:30 
a.m.-noon, Saturday, April 7, at the Danville Community 
Center and Town Green, 420 Front St. The fee is $5 for 
Danville residents and $6 for non-residents. Egg hunts are 
organized by age with the youngest going first. The Spring 
Bunny will also be there. To register, call 314-3400.

Business Promotion Funds available
 The Danville Town Council has set aside Business 
Promotion Funds for the purpose of town-wide busi-
ness recruitment or economic development. Examples of 
past funded projects are the Discover Danville Branding 
Campaign, the Eugene O’Neill Festival, and the Danville 
Area Chamber of Commerce Danville Life publication.
 The Town Council will consider an appropriation of up to 
$50,000 for 2007-08 for the business funds when it adopts 
the annual Financial Plan. Preference may be given to 
requests that provide for matching funds.
 Organizations or individuals seeking Business Promotion 
Funds must submit proposals to the town that include the 
amount requested, the purpose for funding, and the antici-
pated benefit to the business community. Applications 
must be received in the Town Offices by 5 p.m., Friday, 
April 20. The Town Council will conduct a study session 
to review submitted project applications on Tuesday, May 
29. To request an application or more information, contact 
Bonnie Guttman at 314-3395.

Danville Community Band presents 
‘An Evening in Italy’
 “An Evening in Italy” at the Blackhawk Country Club 
Ballroom will include Italian food as well as the romantic 
music of “Italia” presented by the 85-member Danville 
Community Band. Its director, Larry Anderson, is a 20-
year Blackhawk resident.
 Guest vocalists soprano Elizabeth Hunter and tenor 
Jorge Gomez will sing Italian arias and love songs. The 
evening will have a no host bar at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6 
p.m. and concert at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, April 15. It is open 
to the public, $45 per person, all inclusive. Call 736-6500 
for reservations.

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ Luckily, the pipe 
bomb didn’t go off. ”—Detective Paul Murphy, 2006 Officer of the Year, 

recalling a case he worked on. See story, page 7.

N E W S F R O N T

Join us for Easter Brunch
Bridges offers an ideal venue for a family gathering on Easter Sunday. 

Enjoy a delectable three course brunch offering an array of selections.
Children menu also available.

Brunch will be served 9:30-3:00
Call now for reservations

To preview menu, please visit our website at www.bridgesdanville.com

44 Church Street 
Danville 

925.820.7200
 www.bridgesdanville.com

“Wow’s are 
a reality...
at Kitchens 
of Diablo!”

680 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Sycamore Square (across from the Livery)

Danville • 925-831-9500
10am-5pm Monday-Saturday

www.kitchensofdiablo.com
Contractors Lic. #322951
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Want to thank teacher? 
Better stick to apples

Teachers must report 
receiving gifts worth $50 
from one source per year

by Jordan M. Doronila

T rustees ruminated recently 
over the school district’s 
policy regarding employees 

accepting gifts.
 Superintendent Rob Kessler 
reviewed and discussed a policy 
draft, which delineates the rules and 
limitations of how employees in the 
San Ramon Valley Unified School 
District accept gifts, with the trustees 
at their meeting earlier this month.
 “This applies to all district staff,” 
said Kessler at the meeting.
 The issue was routine, district 
spokesman Terry Koehne said 
later.
 Kessler, in a written statement, 
said the district does not currently 
have a policy that clearly outlines 
guidelines for accepting gifts. 
Legal counsel recommended that 

the district adopt such a policy.
 The superintendent noted that 
the draft had been reviewed and 
appropriately revised by members 
of his cabinet, classified manage-
ment and K-12 principals. School 
staff designed the policy to fol-
low the California Fair Political 
Practices Commission (FPPC).
 The draft states that the accep-
tance of cash in any amount for 
personal use is prohibited. Cash 
may only be accepted for school or 
district purposes. Employees and 
board members cannot accept gifts 
that cumulatively exceed $390 in a 
calendar year from a single source, 
according to the policy.
 Gifts must be returned if the 
cumulative value of the gifts from 
a single source in a calendar year 
is greater than $390 or if the con-
ditions or timing under which the 
gifts are given is questionable.
 The FPPC designates certain 
employees and board members to 

Reimers pleads guilty 
Sentencing on mail fraud 
charges will be in August

by Jordan M. Doronila

F ormer Danville resident 
Francis William “Bill” 
Reimers, 62, pleaded guilty 

last Friday to six counts of mail 
fraud and one count of money 
laundering, which arose out of his 
multimillion dollar fraud scheme.
 He admitted that he established 
an entity called the Advisory 
Services Group (ASG), purportedly 
to provide financial and investment 
management services to individual 
investors. He persuaded them to 

invest their money with him by 
lying to them, said prosecutors 
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
 For instance, he falsely stated 
that he had developed a “regres-
sion analysis” program that could 
predict whether mutual fund values 
would rise and fall. Additionally, he 
falsely said that he would invest his 
clients’ money, prosecutors said.
 Reimers has admitted that he did 
not invest their money; instead, he 
used it to pay his mortgage and buy 
luxury cars, vacations and hunt-
ing trips. He also used his inves-
tors’ funds to fund two other busi-

Yardbirds opening set for May 3
Renovations continue 
through rain and shine

by Natalie O’Neill

T he opening of Alamo’s 
beloved hardware store 
and neighborhood meeting 

grounds will be postponed anoth-
er two weeks due to construction 
delays involving the interior reno-
vation.
 Home Depot-Yardbirds’ opening 
date has been pushed back from 
April 19 to May 3, Home Depot 
spokeswoman Kathryn Gallagher 
said this week.
 “We’ve had unforeseen con-
struction difficulties—some prob-
lems with the power in the back,” 

spokesman Tim Seymour said on-
location at the site Monday.
 Shames Construction crew and 
Foley Electric engineers worked 
at the site this week in the pour-
ing rain. Many crew members said 
they had seen the problems they 
encountered before and that they 
were normal “bumps in the road.”
 “It’s a tough job, but it’s going 
smoothly enough. I ain’t telling you 
more than that,” Mark Bendixen, 
a project manager with Shames 
Construction, said with a smile.
 Home Depot-Yardbirds is reno-
vating the inside of the store, but 
the structure of the building will 
stay the same.
 “We’re basically putting a 
whole new store in there,” said 
one structural engineer, who 

asked not to be named.
 As nice weather approaches, 
many Alamo residents are gear-
ing up to start home improvement 
projects and have voiced that going 
to other home improvement stores 
often involves 18-mile round-trip 
drives, much less convenient than 
stopping at Las Trampas Center in 
downtown Alamo.
 The community has been antici-
pating the new store since Yardbirds 
closed in summer 2006. Many resi-
dents have also said they hope 
the new store will continue to be 
a basic down-home, well stocked 
hardware store.
 Gallagher said she would reveal 
the specific products the store 
will offer as the opening date 
approaches. ■

School days, school days
Children say thank you 

for work on historic 
one room school

by Jordan M. Doronila

C hildren wearing bonnets and 
hats in the style of the late 
1800s gathered last week 

on Wednesday at the Tassajara One 
Room School for a ribbon cutting 
for the newly built historic stable 
and outhouse.
 Danville Town Council members 
and residents were also on hand to 
honor developer Shapell Homes 
and firefighters for their part in 
preserving the historic schoolhouse 
on Finley Road.
 Shapell made significant 
improvements to the site, which is 
owned by the San Ramon Valley 
Fire Protection District, rebuilding 
the stable after the original historic 

one was torn down for safety rea-
sons by the fire district in 2005.
 The developer also restored the 
old outhouses with new roofs and 
paint and added a functional rest-
room.
 “It shows a wonderful partner-
ship,” said Councilwoman Candace 
Andersen. “It shows what you can 
do without a lot of taxpayers’ dol-
lars.”
 Approximately 30 third-grad-
ers from Greenbrook Elementary 
School wore attire from the late 
1800s at the ceremony. Joan 
Kurtz, who with her husband Don 
designed the One Room School 
program offered by the Museum 
of the San Ramon Valley, served as 
the mistress of ceremonies.
 “It’s a wonderful hands-on way 
to understand and appreciate the 
roots of this valley,” Andersen 
said.
 Each year, approximately 2,000 

third-graders from the San Ramon 
Valley are brought into the class-
room environment of the 1880s 
on a field trip to Tassajara School, 
which is an authentically preserved 
one room school.
 The program, which has been 
sponsored by the museum since 
1995, provides a unique day-long 
experience where each student 
dresses, studies and even eats 
lunch as the boys and girls of 100 
years ago did. The parents also get 
involved as the children dress up 
for the occasion.
 “It gets families out and doing 
things together,” Andersen said.
 “I considered myself a lucky 
person to go onto that field trip,” 
said Gail Kamerer, a Greenbrook 
substitute teacher who attended the 
event. “It was a real fun day for me 
to substitute.” ■

Contact Jordan M. Doronila at 
jdoronila@DanvilleWeekly.com 

Shames Construction employees work alongside electricians from Foley Electric, despite 
unusually wet circumstances, to help prevent further delay of the Home Depot-Yardbirds 
opening.

➤ Continued on page 10
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Greenbrook Elementary School third-graders (l-r) Akshay Manghirmalani, Katie Mitchell, Ryan Forester and Jake Alexander dress in
1800s clothing for the grand opening of the Tassajara One Room School House’s revamped outhouse and stable last Wednesday, 
March 21.
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Committee considers 
enlarging position 
as program grows

by Natalie O’Neill

 Alamo’s recreation programmer 
Valerie Matlock says it’s time to 
pass the torch.
 Matlock, who was hired one year 
ago, got the area’s recreation pro-
gram off its feet, working part time 
for the R-7A Parks and Recreation 
Committee, but announced her resig-
nation from the position last week.
 “I think we’ve got some good 
momentum going and I want to 
make sure what’s built so far is 
passed on smoothly to the next 
person,” she said.
 Along with coordinating events 
and classes and getting the word 
out about them, she spearheaded 
the construction of a Web site dedi-
cated to Alamo recreation activities 
that will be launched in coming 
months.

 Matlock is resigning because 
she’s moving away to Lake Tahoe 
with her family for the summer. 
She will continue in the position 
until May.
 In light of her resignation, com-
mittee members are considering 
enlarging the position and adding 
more staff members to the growing 
department in the future.
 “If we are replacing Valerie, 
is this an opportunity to expand 
that role?” asked R-7A committee 
member Marianne Sasso.
 Other recreation programs have 
several staff members, Matlock 
said, noting that in her opinion they 
need more staff.
 “You’re going to need more than 
one person. Maybe look at hiring 
one person to do administrative 
work and another to do the creative 
recreation planning,” she suggest-
ed.
 While this is an option worthy of 
consideration, it might be too soon 
to take those steps, other committee 
members said.

 “That’s a possibility but it’s a 
little preliminary right now,” said 
R-7A Chairman Steve Mick.

 Taking the change into account, 
county staff said the hunt for 
Alamo’s new recreation program-
mer should begin pronto. County 
Public Works Senior Civil Engineer 
Eric Whan said he expects the pro-
cess will take at least six months—
about the amount of time it took to 
find Matlock.
 “By the time we go through the 
interviewing process and training, 
it will be more than six months,” he 
said.

 Qualified candidates should have 
a background in recreation or event 
planning. It also helps to be orga-
nized, outdoorsy and good with 
people, Mick said.
 “They should be really versa-
tile because they’ll be planning 
for everyone from youngsters to 
seniors,” Mick said.
 Matlock has done a noteworthy 
job of accommodating many differ-
ent demographics, considering she 
has had to take on several roles at 
once, committee members said.
 “I wear so many hats, some days 
I think: ‘Which one am I going to 
put on first?’” Matlock said.
 “You started from zero and you 
did an exemplary job,” Mick told 
Matlock.
 To aide the program in a smooth 
transition—from the time she 
leaves to the time the new posi-
tion is filled—Whan suggested 
that a county staff member in spe-
cial districts begin training with 
Matlock. He also said contract 
work is an option.

 “That might be good to get us 
through the summer,” he said.
 The county will need to con-
sider both what’s best for the pro-
gram and what’s most cost-effec-
tive, county staff members said. 
The quicker they move, the better, 
Whan added.
 “I want to get someone in now 
to get them up to speed on this,” he 
said.
 The position currently includes 
organizing family nights, classes, 
outdoor games and music. Finding 
volunteers, making sure there are 
Port-o-potties at concerts and col-
lecting money are some examples 
of job tasks.
 Additional costs will inevitably 
be associated with a larger staff, 
county staff members pointed out. 
With a Web site under construc-
tion, a new aquatic center and 
YMCA to be built in coming 
years, a larger staff may be just as 
inevitable. ■

Contact Natalie O’Neill 
at noneill@danvilleweekly.com
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Danville Sunrise of Danville 925-831-1740 1027 Diablo Road
Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care 

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

RCFE # 075600281

We’re offering a special on life.
 Move in by April 15, 2007 and the community fee is waived - savings up to $6,000.*

At Sunrise Senior Living, our mission is to 
champion the quality of life for all seniors. 
Sometimes that starts with making our com-
munities even more affordable. It continues 
with our resident-centered approach to living, 
which focuses on the senior and their needs. 
We provide residents with personalized service 
and exceptional care, allowing seniors to live 
life with dignity and on their terms. 

Visit or call today, and find out what’s so 
special about life at a Sunrise Senior Living 
community. In Danville, we offer Assisted 
Living and Alzheimer’s Care.

*Offer based on select suites when you move-in on or before
April 15, 2007. Other restrictions may apply.

AJ Design

• Home Staging
• Interior Design
• Redesign & Color Consultation

Agnes GordonAgnes Gordon

131 Benjamin Lane
Danville

925-858-2365

aggieg@sbcglobal.net

3440-D
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton

925-846-SMOG

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon

925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Poluters

$20OFF

Smog K ing
Every two years... 

You just gotta’ do it.

In & out in
20 minutes

Alamo recreation programmer moving on

“If we are replacing 
Valerie, is this an 
opportunity to 
expand that role?” 

—R-7A committee member 
Marianne Sasso
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Unique Home & Garden Furnishings

925.743.1741
3150 Danville Blvd., Alamo 

M-W (By Appt.) Th-F (11-4)
Directions: I-680 to Stone Valley Exit. 
Right on Danville Blvd. 1 Block North 

on right side of Danville Blvd.

Interior Design Service Available

Elements of Style

ompassionate therapy 

for change, helping 

you move from merely 

surviving to thriving.

C

145 East Prospect Ave Ste 218 | Danville | 925-648-4941

Dr. Sara Denman
Licensed Psychologist | PSY19808

Areas of Dr. Denman’s expertise include, but are not limited to: 
parenting challenges, eating issues, substance abuse, 

anxiety, depression, past and present trauma, life changes, 
and all forms of PTSD including Veterans.

Alamo
(925) 838-2090

Call now for a free 
consultation

Emphasis in Estate Planning 

Real Estate &
Business Transactions

Wills, Trusts, 
Probate

PROTECT
YOURSELF

PROTECT YOUR 
LOVED ONES

GAIN PEACE 
OF MIND

Robert J. Silverman
Attorney At Law

rsilverman@berding-weil.comwww.hopyard.com

San Ramon
(925) 277-9600

470 Market Place

30 BEERS ON TAP
Including winter beers!

Neighborhood Brewpub

Detective is a force 
to be reckoned with

Resilient cop solves 
wild crimes

by Jordan M. Doronila

 Detective Paul Murphy enjoys 
catching criminals to keep the 
peace in the San Ramon Valley.
 For his work, dedication and 
passion, the Danville Police 
Department recently named 
Murphy, 35, as the 2006 Officer of 
the Year. Police said his investiga-
tive work has helped reduce crime 
in Danville and close many cases.
 “I don’t work here to put plaques 
on the wall,” Murphy said. “I 
don’t like attention. I do what I do 
because I like doing it.”
 “I like the challenges of doing 
something different,” he added. 
“No two days are alike.”
 Murphy has helped crack down 
on identity theft and credit card 
fraud, close a child molestation 
case, and nab a disgruntled work-
er who vandalized his employer’s 
home in Danville.

 “He’s one of those individuals 
that enjoys his job,” said Danville 
Police Chief Chris Wenzel. 
“Besides being a detective, he will 
work overtime and work on the 
streets.”
 Murphy said he caught an angry 
employee between the ages of 20 
and 30 from San Joaquin County 
who shot a BB gun at his boss’s 
home in Danville. However, he 
accidentally hit the home of his 
employer’s neighbor. He then wrote 
a letter of apology to the neighbor, 
Murphy said. 
 In addition, the worker alleg-
edly constructed a homemade pipe 
bomb and threw it at the home of 
his employer’s brother in Tracy. 
But the brother had moved out 
of his house at the time. Instead, 
he threw it over the head of the 
brother’s daughter.
 “Luckily, the pipe bomb didn’t 
go off,” Murphy said.
 Moreover, when his employer 
refused to give him his job back 
at the office, he induced himself to 
vomit on the carpet.
 After receiving a call from the 
employer and conducting an inves-
tigation, police served a search 

warrant at the worker’s home and 
found he had maps of his employ-
er’s homes and bomb materials, 
Murphy said, adding that the work-
er wrote on his bathroom wall with 
a black marker. Police arrested and 
charged him for carrying bomb 
making materials and assault with 
a deadly weapon.
 Murphy also helped follow up 
and close a child molestation case, 
which was reported by a 17-year-
old male in Danville. An uncle 
and grandfather sexually molested 
the youth when he was from 12 to 
14 years old. The police officers 
received the report last year from 
a medical professional, and they 
got confessions from the uncle and 
grandfather about committing the 
crimes.
 Murphy said the victim, as much 
as he could be expected, was doing 
fine.
 There is a rough total of five to 
six alleged sexual assault-related 
cases each year in Danville, he 
said.
 Murphy also recalled an incident 
where a 22-year-old made fake 
calls to the police about a young 
woman being beaten with a flash-
light near San Ramon Valley High 
School. Additionally, he told police 
that she may have been kidnapped.
 Murphy said the suspect gave 
this same story to police depart-
ments in several cities, including 
Dublin, Concord and Oakland, as 
well as in Reno.
 “He basically goes around the 
Bay Area and Reno, Nev., and calls 
about the same incident,” Murphy 
said. “It’s always about someone 
being attacked and some sort of 
kidnapping.”
 When the young man called the 
police to describe his prior made-
up incidents, he gave them his 
license plate number and descrip-
tions of himself, such as a white 
male wearing blue jeans and a red 
shirt.
 One time in Dublin, after con-
tacting the police, he came down 
from his apartment, met them as 
they were responding to his call, 
and denied ever calling them.
 “It was very bizarre,” said 
Murphy, adding that the suspect 
also went to auto body shops car-
rying books about drugs. When he 
was asked about why he had those 
books, he responded by lying that 
he was a parole agent who needed 
to understand substances.
 Murphy said he collected all the 
dispatch tapes involving the 22-
year-old, and he eventually was 
able to find him.
 “He’s fascinating,” he said, not-
ing that such off-the-wall incidents 
occur infrequently.
 “It happens in a blue moon,” he 
added.
 Murphy speculated that he might 
have enjoyed the thrill of having 
the police show up as a result of his 
phony calls.
 In another case, Murphy identi-
fied a Danville girl who was a 
delivery person for a daily newspa-
per for being involved in stealing 
property, auto burglaries and iden-
tity thefts.

 Murphy said he saw her on a 
surveillance tape writing a check 
that was declined in a Safeway 
in Clayton. He discovered that 
she and her boyfriend and friends 
would go around and steal property 
in the community.
 “He enjoys putting people in 
jail,” said Wenzel, about Murphy.
 Murphy grew up in Concord. In 
college, he took courses in criminal 
justice and found it interesting. 
He went to Diablo Valley College 
for two years and then transferred 
to Sacramento State University 
majoring in criminal justice. He 
started out working in insurance 
claims to get himself established, 
but he knew he wanted to work in 
law enforcement.
 “It’s something new,” he said “I 
really enjoyed it.”
 He said honesty and being 
upfront is best way to communicate 
with people.
 “I like calling it as I see it,” he 
said. “Honesty goes far.”
 After leaving the insurance 
industry, Murphy trained at the 
police academy with his friend 
Danville Officer Mike Ireland.
 Murphy worked at the Contra 
Costa County Sheriff’s Office 
before being assigned to Danville 
in 2000. He was promoted to detec-
tive in 2005. ■

Contact Jordan M. Doronila at 
jdoronila@DanvilleWeekly.com

Danville Police Detective Paul Murphy, 
35, received the 2006 Officer of the Year 
Award.

JORDAN M
. DORONILA

• Winter/Spring 
Cleanup

• Filter Cleaning
• Vacation Service
• Equipment Repair

Jonathon’s Pool 
Service & Repair, LLC

Office 925-673-5606
Mobile 925-890-1523

FREE ESTIMATES
Quality Pool Service For Over 20 Years jonathonspoolservice@yahoo.com
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5800 Stoneridge Mall Road • Pleasanton, CA 94588

Lower Your House Payment

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644
laura.ryan@wamu.net

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647

harry.osmus@wamu.net

• Minimum Payment at 1% (APR 5.830%)
• Vacation Homes also at 1%
• 40 Year Term Available for Really Low Payment
• “Lowest Margins”
• "Stated Income" at no extra cost
• Loan Amounts up to 7 Million
• Life Cap of 9.95%

Offer applies only to the 1-Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment amount. The 
minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amortization. All payment options are not available 
each month. In addition, on 15-year loans, only up to three payment options are available. Interest that accrues between the date of closing and the month preceding the month in which your first 
payment is due will be based on the higher of the start rates or the fully indexed rate. APR is effective 4/05/06. The APR and 1.000% start rate are available only to borrowers with FICO scores equal 
to or greater than 720. Different start rates and APRs may apply to borrowers with different credit profiles. The APR and 1.000% start rate are also only available on purchase money and non cash-
out refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratios of up to 70% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan 
amounts of up to $1.5 million. Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher rates may apply 1-Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without 
notice. Alternative pricing options may be available. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV of 70% and pre-
paid finance charges of $3,607.29, a starting interest rate of 1.000%, Index of 4.011%, a Margin of 1.875% and a fully Indexed Rate of 5.886%. On a 30-year loan the APR would be 
5.982 and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $643.28 to $1,374.20. On a 15-year loan the APR would be 6.052% and the 180 minimum monthly payments would 
vary from $1,196.99 to $1,891.35. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts application in: Washington Mutual Bank- many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business 
as Washington Mutual Bank, FA- many states; and Washington Mutual Banks fsb- ID, MT, UT.

with our “One Month ARM” (with Great New Pricing!)
Example 30 year 40 years        
Loan Amount $500,000
1st Year Monthly Payment $1,608 $1,264
2nd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,728 $1,358
3rd Year Max Monthly Payment $1,857  $1,460
4th Year Max Monthly Payment $1,996  $1,569
5th Year Max Monthly Payment $2,145 $1,686

*Equity Lines to $750,000*
Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, Cash-out 

to pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.

Ship of Hope 
Gala Blackhawk Museum

Danville, California
Friday, May 4, 2007

Benefi ting Hope Hospice

$85 per person
Reserved Seating – Table of 10

Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres: 6:30 p.m.
Exceptional Cuisine by Scott’s: 7:30 p.m.

Copacabana Attire: Cocktail - Black Tie Optional
Emcee: Roberta Gonzales, KPIX 5 Emmy Award Winning Anchor

Join us for a night in Rio de Janeiro where the green mountains touch the blue sea. 
Be a part of the romance and color of “Carnaval” the world’s most famous party!

See the passion of Brazil in dazzling costumes and the authentic footwork of the 
Samba do Coracao and show off your Samba and Meringue moves to the 
rhythms of the CoolTones. Watch the action and preview auction treasures in 
a panoramic view above the dance fl oor. For more information contact 
Pattie DiLauro at 925-829-8770 or email her at pattied@hopehospice.com.

Come to a land exploding with color, sounds, and  joy!!!

2007

• 1st and 2nd Mortgages

• Licensed Broker 
for 25 years

• Secured by Real Estate

• Interest Paid Monthly

• IRA, 401K 
Approved

Kitchen & Bath

Sign up for spring 
break fun

 Spring break is almost here—
this year it’s from April 9-13 in the 
San Ramon Valley Unified School 
District. The Town of Danville has 
activities planned for children and 
teens to make the week exciting.
 Spring Break Camp, for ages 
5-11, will take place at Hap Magee 
Ranch Park with games and arts 
and crafts each day. On Wednesday, 
there will be a field trip to Boomer’s 
Family Fun Center in Livermore.
 Camp hours are 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Cost is $105 for Danville residents; 
$125 for non-residents. Participants 
should bring their lunch each day.
 For teens ages 10-14, the town 
is scheduling trips to fun destina-
tions each day, in a program called 
“desTEENation.” Participants 
will meet each day at 9:30 a.m. at 
Los Cerros Middle School Teen 

Center, 968 Blemer Road, to head 
off to their daily adventure and 
return by 5:30 p.m.
 So far the schedule is:
• Monday: Sony Metreon San 
Francisco and movie;
• Tuesday: Boomers entertainment 
center in Livermore (bumper boats, 
cars, mini golf course or laser tag);
• Wednesday: Rock climbing and 
gymnastics;
• Thursday: Putting Edge (glow-in-
the-dark mini-golf); and
• Friday: Marine World with rides, 
animals and fun.
 Fees are $300 for Danville 
residents, $360 for non-residents. 
Participants should bring their 
lunch everyday.
 For more information or with 
questions, call 314-3400, or register 
online at www.ci.danville.ca.us. ■

nesses that he owned and operated, 
Plan Compliance Group (PCG) 
and Univest Capital Management 
(UCM).
 PCG and UCM collected pay-
roll distributions from thousands 
of employees and remitted them 
to institutional companies and to 
insurance providers, as directed by 
the employees. Reimers used the 

PCG and UCM cash flow to pay 
off ASG investors, who requested 
monthly dividends or who asked to 
close their account.
 On March 12, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office charged Reimers with six 
counts of mail fraud and one count 
of money laundering. The maxi-
mum penalty for each count is 20 
years in imprisonment, plus sub-
stantial fines and restitution.
 His sentencing is scheduled for 
10 a.m. Aug. 3 in Oakland. ■

Contact Jordan M. Doronila at 
jdoronila@DanvilleWeekly.com

Guilty
➤ Continued from page 5



Danville Weekly • March 30, 2007 • Page 9

Toddlers - Preschool
Kindergarten-5th Grade

NOW ENROLLING!

Quality education by 
• Upholding high academic 

standards
• Fostering a love of learning
• Promoting social & ethical 

responsibility

Visit our safe and spacious 
campus any Tuesday or 

Saturday, 10am-12noon, 
or by appointment.

4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton 
In Hacienda Business Park

(925) 463-6060
www.cardenwest.org

Success for every child, every day.

Licensed – Nonsectarian 
Nonprofit

Academics – Computers 
Arts – P.E. 

Extended care

Hacienda Park 
Employee Discount

THIS WEEKEND ONLY!
Featuring: Cindy Says • Kenneth Cole • Jessica Simpson • J. Lo 

Not Rated • Max Studio • Chinese Laundry • Pazzo • Yellow Box 
Naughty Monkey • Bernie Mev • Carlos Santana

House of Dereon • Summer Rio • Restricted • Dr. Scholls

Blondies
Spectacular Shoes & Pedicure Parties!

560 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton
(925) 426-1317

20%
Everything in 

the Store

Shoe Envy?

• A LOCAL DIRECT LENDER  • LOANS FOR EVERY NEED
• FAST DECISIONS   • STATED INCOME/INT.ONLY
• PURCHASE/REFINANCE  • HUD APPROVED LENDER
• OUT OF STATE LENDING  • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

Thousands
of satisfi ed customers
throughout California!

780 San Ramon Valley Blvd. 
2nd fl oor 
Danville

925-855-7131Andrew Karleskind Patricia Szabo Eric Karleskind Corina Wuest

Caltrans opens 
southbound 

auxiliary lane
Diablo Road onramp 

no longer ‘short merge’

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

 The auxiliary lane from Diablo 
Road south to Sycamore Valley 
Road on I-680 opened last week, 
ending the dangerous “short 
merge” that southbound drivers 
have had to contend with for almost 
a year. Auxiliary lanes connect 
onramps from one interchange with 
the offramps of the adjacent inter-
change, enabling drivers to travel 
from one exit to the next without 
merging with through-traffic.
 The project, which included wid-
ening both sides of the freeway 
to add the 12-foot lanes and new 
shoulders, also added an auxil-
iary lane from Crow Canyon to 
Bollinger Canyon that is now 
open.
 The construction work began in 
April 2006 and was expected to 
take one year; final landscaping 
is due in fall 2007. The third seg-
ment of the project, from Sycamore 
Valley Road to Crow Canyon, is 
not yet funded. 
 The auxiliary lanes should 
improve the overall operation of 
the freeway, noted a project report, 

providing a longer merging dis-
tance for vehicles entering and exit-
ing the freeway. “The new lanes 
will eliminate on-ramp delays by 
providing exclusive travel lanes 
for vehicles entering the freeway,” 
according the report. “This will 
result in much smoother weaving 
on and off the freeway.”

 The $59.7 million project 
for all three segments is being 
funded by Measure C, the half-
cent gas tax passed in 1998 for 
transportation improvement; the 
Surface Transportation Program; 
Southern Contra Costa Regional 
Development fees; Tri-Valley 
Transportation Development 
fees; and State Transportation 
Improvement fees. ■

“The new lanes ... 
will result in much 
smoother weaving on 
and off the freeway.”

—Caltrans project report

N E W S F R O N T
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Mantles

Today through April 1st

2 cu ft. Planting Mix: Buy 3, get the 4th free!

Nature�s Green lawn food: $3 off

2 gallon Watering Can: $2 off

Select Jumbo pack Perennials
Buy 3, get the 4th free............AND MORE!!!

Visit www.sloatgardens.com 

Spring & 
Grand Opening

SALE
at ALL Sloat Garden Centers 

to celebrate our new 
SF Marina location!

Double Points all week for 
Gardener�s Reward Members!

DDaannvviillllee SSllooaatt GGaarrddeenn CCeenntteerr
828 Diablo Rd.
(925) 743-0288

Where Resale is always Upscale!!

442 Hartz  Avenue 
Danville, 94526
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

925.820.4956

CHILDREN’S & MATERNITY CONSIGNMENT

Shop now for Spring! Wow, we’re Full!!
Buy Unique Dressers, Bookcases & Crib Bedding!

How to consign: 
Please, bring in one basket full 

at a time! 50/50 Split

We offer the best
Gymboree, Gap, Janie & Jack & Boutique Brands!

Real Estate 1031 Exchange Wanted:

Johnny Campbell   925-648-2077

House or Condo, close 
to Downtown Danville/ 

Pleasanton, buyer wants 
to make part payment with 

Lakeside land in Sierra 
Foothills.

report gifts received, in the draft 
policy. Trustees, management, 
the purchasing department and 
employees who buy supplies and 
equipment are subject to report-
ing.
 Employees and trustees who 
receive gifts that exceed $50 from 
a single source in one calendar 
year must be reported on the FPPC 
Form 700, which is the Statement 
of Economic Interests.
 “I think the guidelines are 
pretty clear,” said Trustee Joan 
Buchanan.
 “I think it’s well-written,” added 
Paul Gardner.
 However, Trustee Greg Marvel 
still had concerns about people cur-
rying favor by showering employ-
ees with gifts.
 “I want to be above any appear-
ance of impropriety,” Marvel said.
 The policy also covers gifts that 
teachers receive from parents.
 Jill McKinnon-Endicott, fourth- 
and fifth-grade teacher at Green 
Valley Elementary School, said stu-
dents and their parents give gifts 
because they appreciate the work 
that teachers do.
 “It isn’t to buy me off,” she 
said. “I would never ever enter-
tain a bribe. In 31 years working 
as teacher, I have never seen that, 
ever.”
 “It makes you feel appreciat-
ed,” she added. “The generosity is 

amazing. It’s overwhelming just 
how generous they are.”
 McKinnon-Endicott said the gift 
giving varies between high and 
elementary schools. And from time 
immemorial, teachers have been 
receiving gifts, such as apples, 
she said. Some gifts teachers have 
received include mugs and gift cer-
tificates.
 “We work so closely (with 
parents) in elementary school,” 
McKinnon-Endicott said. 
“Sometimes, it’s very uncomfort-
able. When you try to discourage 
them, they say, ‘It’s our way of 
saying thanks.’”
 “They want to show you how 
much they appreciate your hard 
work,” she added. “It’s definitely 
not required.”
 At San Ramon Valley High 
School, drama instructor Chuck 
Perryman said gift giving is not 
frequent.
 “It’s not my experience that 
I receive these huge monetary 
gifts,” he said. “Maybe in the 
lower grades. My kids are young 
adults.”
 “What the kids give to me is their 
time and their relationships,” he 
said. “We build an appreciation for 
each other and ... we are a family. 
I don’t think gifts are really part of 
that.”
 He noted that on holidays, he 
participates in a gift exchange his 
department conducts. Also, once in 
a while, he may receive a card.
 District legal counsel and its 
internal auditor drafted the gifts 
policy. For information about the 

policy and a complete list of gift 
reporting requirements, call the 
district human resources depart-
ment at 552-2923. ■

Contact Jordan M. Doronila at 
jdoronila@DanvilleWeekly.com 

Gifts
➤ Continued from page 5

T A K E  U S  A L O N G

Weekly goes 
golfing

Danville resident Jack Zarfoss 
brought along his Weekly when 
he visited the World Golf Hall of 
Fame in St. Augustine, Fla.
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Perspective
E D I T O R I A L S •  L E T T E R S  •  O P I N I O N S  A B O U T  L O C A L  I S S U E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

 Technology. Gotta love it. 
But also gotta question it. 
When teens begin to text 
message each other to bring 
fight fans to a confrontation 
after school, we have to ask 
the question: Are we abusing 
technology?
 Cell phones are a godsend 
for emergencies. Couples 
are comfortable leaving 
children with babysitters 
knowing they can be con-
tacted immediately. People 
can go to work even out in 
the field during a family 
emergency knowing they 
can be instantly updated on 

any changes. 
 Cell phones have also 
made our lives much more 
convenient: Meeting up 
with someone in a crowded 
mall or an airport? Talk on 
the cell phone until you are 
face to face. Also many of 
us—especially the young—
have fun with instant text 
messaging. A cell phone is 
a great medium to send an 
instant congrats on winning 
a game or to send a quick 
message of love or encour-
agement.
 Society is coping with 
advances in science and tech-

nology one by one as their 
downsides become apparent. 
Some of the subjects are life 
or death issues, such as organ 
transplants from live donors 
or saving a life when Mother 
Nature apparently intended 
otherwise.
 The questions raised by 
cell phones are less dra-
matic but can be jarring 
nonetheless. Text messag-
ing can be used to send out 
word on a gathering taking 
place at that very moment, 
which has caused dismay 
for many a teenage host 
whose parents trustingly 

left them home alone.
 A recent case in Alamo 
opened the eyes of many 
adults as teens gathered at 
Alamo Plaza for an after-
school fight after text mes-
sages spread throughout the 
Monte Vista High School 
student body. High schools 
always have had almost 
sixth-sense telegraphing 
among the students, with 
news quickly spreading 
about anything of interest. 
Now it’s reached a new level 
and left many of us wonder-
ing: Do we need to be quite 
so in touch?

E D I T O R I A L  •  T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  W E E K LY

Wave flag for diversity

Dear Editor:
 Super patriot Nicholas 
Yakoubovsky (Letters, March 16) 
does not sound like the descendant 
of a Founding Father. They imme-
diately divided into Federalists and 
States Righters and fought acrimo-
nious battles over how to interpret 
the document they had written. 
Both sides paraded, carried the 
flag, and celebrated the Fourth 
of July with picnics and political 
stump speaking. The Democratic 
and Republican parties emerged 
from the political wrangling need-
ing to be comfortable with the 
new concept of government ruled 
by “we the people.” A Fourth of 
July parade without the two politi-
cal parties marching together to 
celebrate their union as Americans 
would be a curious affair.
 As for the social vermin 
Yakoubovsky abhors, does he refer 
to the rights of women in the work-
place that the ACLU has defended? 
Is he referring to the ACLU defense 
of immigrant rights—something 
Mr. Yakoubovsky’s name indicates 
his forebears welcomed? Is he 
referring to gays and lesbians? One 
of each seems to pop up in every 
family in some generation. Who 
are these “social vermin”? They 
are all children of some American, 
for sure. His acerbic attack on 
Communists is a generation late; 
he seems stuck in the 1950s, 1960s 
or 1970s.
 Let Yakoubovsky attend his ster-
ile parade devoid of the continuing 
struggle to keep this the home of 
the free and the brave. Americans, 
coming from all over the world, 
continue to defend the ideals of 
the Declaration of Independence. I 
say, wave the flag, beat the drum, 

shout for the freedom to do, to be, 
and to love the diversity of this 
country. And we must continue to 
respect the organizations we have 
formed to keep this country civil 
and proud.

Peggy Radford Rubin and 
Barney Rubin, Danville; Jan 

and Richard Bergamini, Alamo; 
Marilyn Bocker, Walnut Creek; 

Judy Link, Diablo

‘Fool’ speaks out
Dear Editor:
 April Fools’ Day has its origin 
in France as the Christian churches 
came to that country and changed 
New Year’s Day. Appropriately, 
before that result, April 1 was 
New Year’s Day and the Christians 
labeled all that celebrated as 
FOOLS.
 In Alamo, over my 22 years 
in residence, a select group of 
exceptional humorists have cel-

ebrated New Year’s Day on April 
1 in recognition of the foolish-
ness that is our culture and our 
politics. Mostly, we “foreigners” 
from Silicon Valley and related 
technology areas throughout the 
Bay Area could not be part of 
Alamo’s very unique culture so 
we formed a celebration of our 
global viewpoint and laughed 
heartedly at our contrasts to a 
local culture. We deserve to laugh 
at ourselves.
 As the “foreigners” increase in 
Alamo, the former culture is declin-
ing into a handful that is less than 
7 percent of Alamo. Our heritage 
of such a unique culture needs to 
be appreciated for its rural origins 
and very restrained conduct. But I 
would hope that it doesn’t convert 
into a Tradition better described as 
the excuses we make for the silly 
things we do repeatedly.
 The Alamo Towne Fool is grow-

ing, not by its foolishness, but by 
its more global reality. Let me 
be the first to wish all in Alamo, 
“Happy New Year,” April 1, 2007.

Hal Bailey, As part of Halamo, 
The Alamo Towne Fool

Consider troops safety
Dear Editor:
 I am enraged with the vote to 
cut funding and impose a deadline 
for troop withdrawal. The House 
and Senate are so consumed with 
getting President Bush that they 
have failed to consider the safety 
of our troops or the message they 
have sent terrorists—just wait 
a year and they will tuck their 
tails and run. Not only have they 
endangered our fine young men 
and women but they have also put 
every one of us in jeopardy. When 
will those who have been chosen 
to lead, lead?

Carol Dodd, Danville
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…INTO A SPECTACULAR 
NEW PIECE!

BEFORE AFTER

181 Market Place
San Ramon

925-830-9130
www.jewelsmiths.com

TURN YOUR 
UNWANTED JEWELRY…

JewelSmiths
Design • Restyle • Restore
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Community Pulse
P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N  &  L O G  •  O B I T U A R I E S  •  B I R T H S  &  W E D D I N G S

Where’s my air compressor?
 Someone recently broke into a U-Haul trailer on the 
3400 block of Fostoria Way in Danville and allegedly 
took an air compressor, said Danville police. 
 The person went inside an unlocked trailer, said 
Sgt. Troy Craig, and allegedly took an air compres-
sor worth $100. The incident occurred sometime 
between Saturday evening, March 17, and Sunday 
morning, March 18, Craig said.

‘Every 15 Minutes’
 Students saw cars crashing, kids dying, an ambu-
lance zooming and a helicopter flying at the San 
Ramon Valley High School football stadium earlier 
this week.
 The simulated car accident caused by drunken 
driving was part of a program called “Every 
15 Minutes,” presented Tuesday, March 27. The 
event and simulation were orchestrated by the 
Danville Police Department, the San Ramon Valley 
Unified School District, the San Ramon Valley Fire 

Protection District and other government agencies, 
said Sgt. Troy Craig. 
 “It’s actually quite a dramatic impact on the 
kids,” Craig said. “It brings the connection a little 
bit closer to them.”
 The event began 10 a.m. at the stadium and fami-
lies were invited to attend, he said. Approximately 
six San Ramon students acted as drivers, with some 
of them simulating being drunk while driving. As a 
result, two cars crashed and students were injured.
 During the presentation, two students were pro-
nounced dead at the scene and others were taken to 
the hospital by ambulance and helicopter.
 “It’s all about drinking and driving and educa-
tion,” Craig said. “It encourages kids not to do that 
kind of behavior.”
 Pilots from the California Shock Trauma Air 
Rescue organization flew a helicopter to pick up 
one of the students. 
 “Everybody plays a big hand on this,” Craig said, 
adding that real life accidents are similar to the 
presentation.

—Jordan M. Doronila

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

The Danville Police Department 
made the following information 
available from its incident summary 
report:

Monday, March 19
• Recovered stolen vehicle on the 

6000 block of Condor St. at 
9:05 a.m.

• Vandalism on the 400 block of 
Starmont Ct. at 11:26 a.m.

• Drunk in public on the 100 block of 
Love Ln. at 2:05 p.m.

• Auto burglary on the 800 block of 
Camino Ramon at 4:37 p.m.

• Petty theft on the 100 block of 
Railroad Ave. at 5:07 p.m.

• Music disturbance on the 2000 
block of Camino Ramon Pl. at 
10:13 p.m.

Tuesday, March 20
• Hit and run, misdemeanor, on the 

400 block of Front St. at 7:45 
a.m.

• Disturbance, threats, at Greenbrook 
Dr. and Sycamore Valley Rd. at 
10:27 a.m.

• Public nuisance on the 300 block of 
Hartz Ave. at 1:22 p.m.

• Vehicle accident with property dam-
age at Camino Tassajara and 
Sherburne Hills at 4:18 p.m.

• Driving under the influence (DUI), 
misdemeanor, at San Ramon 
Valley Blvd. and Town and 
Country at 7:27 p.m.

• Noise disturbance on the 4000 block 
of Skylark Ln. at 11:18 p.m.

Wednesday, March 21
• Suspicious vehicle stop on the 400 

block of Sycamore Cr. at 6:56 
a.m.

• Hit and run, misdemeanor, at 
Camino Tassajara and Diablo 
Rd. at 7:19 a.m.

• Suspicious vehicle stop on the 200 
block of Viewpoint Dr. at 8:12 
a.m.

• Disturbance, unwanted guest, on 
200 block of San Rey Pl. at 9:43 
a.m.

• Public nuisance on 400 block of 
Diablo Rd. at 11:50 a.m.

• Identity theft on 100 block of Alta 
Vista Way at 12:01 p.m.

• Suspicious subject stop on 1000 
block of Lehigh Valley Cr. at 1:17 
p.m.

• Reckless driving at Love Ln. and 
Veda Dr. at 1:21 p.m.

• Public nuisance on the 400 block of 
Diablo Rd. at 3:13 p.m.

• Trespassing on the 100 block of 
Danville Oak Pl. at 3:17 p.m.

• Abandoned vehicle at Camino 
Ramon Pl. and Camino Ramon 
at 3:43 p.m.

• Disturbance by neighbor on the 100 
block of Headland Ct. at 4:29 
p.m.

• Accident with major injuries 
at Camino Tassajara and 
Woodranch Dr. at 8:01 p.m.

• Fight at Diablo Road and Hartz Ave. 
at 8:20 p.m.

Thursday, March 22
• Petty theft in the 2600 block of 

Camino Tassajara at 10:41 a.m.
• Checks, insufficient funds, on 200 

block of Paraiso Dr. at 4:49 p.m.
• Reckless driving at Camino 

Tassajara and Diablo Rd. at 6:30 
p.m.

• Hit and run, misdemeanor, on the 
3400 block of Camino Tassajara 
at 6:56 p.m.

• Reckless driving at Camino 
Tassajara and Crow Canyon Rd. 
at 7:26 p.m.

Friday, March 23
• Public nuisance on the 3400 block 

of Claridge Dr. at 11:47 a.m.
• Hit and run, misdemeanor, on the 

100 block of Cameo Dr. at 12:25 
p.m.

• Abandoned vehicle on the 500 
block of Morninghome Rd. at 
12:34 p.m.

• Abandoned vehicle at Plaza Cr. and 
Valle Vista Dr. at 12:54 p.m.

• Vandalism on the 1700 block of 
Green Valley Rd. at 1:13 p.m.

• Hit and run, misdemeanor, on the 
3100 block of Fostoria Way at 
7:04 p.m.

• Suspicious vehicle at Camino 
Tassajara and Crow Canyon Rd. 
at 8:44 p.m.

• Reckless driving at Diablo View Ct. 
and Woodranch Cr. at 8:50 p.m.

Saturday, March 24
• Suspicious vehicle stop on 1000 

block of Tassajara Ranch Rd. at 
12:26 a.m.

• Suspicious vehicle stop at Camino 
Ramon and Sycamore Valley Rd. 
at 12:38 a.m.

• Disturbance, unwanted guest, on 
3400 block of Camino Tassajara 
at 2:11 a.m.

• Reckless driving at Diablo Rd. and 
Green Valley Rd. at 12:49 p.m.

• Music disturbance on the 1000 
block of Tassajara Ranch Rd. at 
1:40 p.m.

• Trespassing at Camino Tassajara 
and Parkhaven Dr. at 4:35 p.m.

• Music disturbance on the 1000 
block of Tassajara Ranch Rd. at 
4:49 p.m.

• Music disturbance on the 1000 
block of Tassajara Ranch Rd. at 
4:59 p.m.

• Vandalism on the 3400 block of 
Claridge Dr. at 6:29 p.m.

• Fireworks disturbance at Alamo 
Springs Dr. and Corrie Pl. at 
8:07 p.m.

• Noise disturbance on the 3000 
block of  Fostoria Cr. at 10:14 
p.m.

P O L I C E  L O G

Largest Selection 
of Yarn in Tri-Valley
Adult & Children 

Classes

205A Main Street, Pleasanton
(Behind Vic’s Café)
925-249-YARN

Knit This, Purl That!
Grand Opening! April 3

Tired of Overcrowded Gyms?
We Offer an Exclusive One-on-One 

Personal Training Facility

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director
  NSCA Certified Strength and 

Conditioning Specialist
B.A. Degree from Harvard University
ACE Certified Personal Trainer

3120-D Crow Canyon Road
HealthandFitnessPlus.net

925-867-3488

• STRENGTH & POWER DEVELOPMENT
• LIFESTYLE & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
• BOXING FITNESS WORKOUTS
• CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS
• SPORT-SPECIFIC TRAINING
• PERSONAL DEFENSE TRAINING

Nurturing Therapeutic 
Bodywork for Women, Men 
and Children

PATRICIA YAMSHON, CMT
By Appointment Only in San Ramon

925-858-0932
Member Associated Bodywork & Massage Professionals

Multi-modality approach 
individualized for your changing needs

• Pregnancy
•  Injury Rehabilitation
•  Swedish/Deep Tissue
• Aromatherapy
•  Reiki Treatment
•  Stress Reduction/Relaxation

90 Minute
Massage

for only $65
New clients only

Offer expires 4/30/07

Week 1 - Expository Writing - focuses on the preparation of prose 
forms used in school assignments and the processes of selecting a 
topic, outlining the content, establishing a style, and writing 
mechanics (word choice, spelling, sentence structure, etc.).

Week 2 - Creative Writing - concentrates on a variety of forms (e.g., 
stories, poems, plays) with emphases on point of view, character, 
setting, action or plot, and writing mechanics as well as authentic self 
expression.

Week 3 - Presentation Techniques - will develop students’ public 
speaking and analytical skills for a variety of purposes (e.g., class 
presentations, debates) using of age-appropriate supporting tools 
(e.g., handouts, posters, overhead projections, props, PowerPoint).

Week 4 - Computer IQ Booster - will address three capabilities:
                 •  Introduction to computer use and MS Word (G 2-3); 
                 •  Essential Software—MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint (G 4-5); 
                 •  Problem Solving with six computer models (G 6-8).

Emerson School Hacienda School
Palo Alto, 650-424-1267         Pleasanton, 925-485-5750

Expository Writing                   7/9-7/13                                  7/23-7/27
Creative Writing                       7/16-7/20                                7/30-8/3
Presentation Skills                   7/23-7/27                                8/6-8/10
Computer Booster                   7/30-8/3                                  8/13-8/17              

Grade 2-8

Summer Writing & 
Computer Camps

writing@headsup.org, www.headsup.org 

NEW!

NEW!
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Art
Alamo-Danville Artists’ Society
This society will present a group 
showing of paintings from March 20-
May 15, at the Danville Town Offices, 
510 La Gonda Way. The offices are 
open on weekdays from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Call 939-1278. 
Pleasanton Art League in Poetry 
Festival The Pleasanton Art League 
(PAL) will host a display of fine art as 
part of the sixth annual Poetry Prose 
& Arts Festival, from 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Saturday, March 31, at CarrAmerica 
Corporate Center, 4420 Rosewood 
Dr., Pleasanton. This event is free. 

Author Visit
‘Walking 18 Holes With Tiger’ book-
signing Danville residents MJ and ML 
McColgan will be signing their book, 
“Walking 18 Holes With Tiger” from 2-4 
p.m., Saturday, April 7, at Barnes and 
Noble, in Jack London Square. MJ is a 
3-time National Special Olympics Golf 
Champion, a 6-time Northern Californian 
State Champion and San Francisco Hall 
of Famer. Call (510) 914-0646 or email 
lmccol3525@aol.com. 
Fine Art of Pinstriping and Rockin’ 
Down the Highway Blackhawk 
Museum will present “Fine Art of 
Pinstriping” with Herb Martinez and 
“Rockin’ Down the Highway” with Paul 
Grushkin from 10:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 
Saturday, April 7, at the Blackhawk 
Museum, 3700 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle, Danville. Admission is $8 for 
adults, $5 for students and seniors 
and children under 6 and active mili-
tary personnel are free. Call 736-2280. 

Clubs
Danville-Alamo Garden Club
Danville-Alamo Garden Club will host 
its monthly meeting at 9:30 a.m., 
Thursday, April 12, at the Alamo 
Women’s Club, 1401 Danville Blvd. 
Guest speaker will be local landscape 

designer, Yanker-Hansen, who will 
talk about “Landscaping for Floral 
Arranging.” Call 837-4904. 

Concerts
Benefit Concert for Vietnamese 
Children Come to the Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd. in 
Pleasanton, for an afternoon of 
jazz and classical music from 2-4 
p.m., Sunday, April 1. Cost is $10 in 
advance, $12 at the door with pro-
ceeds benefiting VNHELP to benefit 
street children in Vietnam. The concert 
series was started in 2000 by Chi 
Nguyen, a sophomore at Stanford, 
and her sister Truc, a Stanford gradu-
ate. Call 275-9250.

Events
25th Annual Bonsai Exhibition
Diablo Bonsai Club will host the 25th 
annual Bonsai Exhibition from 10 

a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, March 31 and 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, April 1, 
at the Assembly Hall, Walnut Creek 
Community Center, 1375 Civic Dr., 
Walnut Creek. This event is free. There 
will be booth demonstrations, door 
prizes, planet sales and more! Call 
736-7600.
Spring Luau Carnival The 
Montevideo Elementary School Spring 
Luau Carnival will take place from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, April 28, on 
campus at 13000 Broadmoor Drive. 
Come enjoy a family-filled, fun day 
featuring carnival game booths, fun 
prizes, and delicious food cooked to 
order by Fuddruckers. For information, 
call 803-7450. 
Spring Indulgence Bring the fam-
ily for a great day of fun at Spring 
Indulgence from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Saturday, April 7, at the Danville Livery, 
at Sycamore Valley Road West and 
San Ramon Valley Blvd. Call 838-
7070.

Weekend Sale: March 30th - April 1st

Buy One Polo Get One 1/2 Off - All Retro Sport 25% off - 40% off Select Denim - and Much More!
PLEASE PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE - EXPIRES APRIL 2, 2007

Shop for Men

Tel: 925.831.8500     -     175 E. Prospect Avenue Suite 150, Downtown Danville     -     info@shop-edge.com

Fences . Decks . Arbors
Retaining Walls . Repairs

C & J FENCING
Family owned and operated

925.355.1380
CA License #868917

$2.00 per ft. off
(Expires 5-02-07)

SPRING SPECIAL

 Personal Service
 Same Day Estimates

10 Year Warranty on 
Kick Boards and Posts

Alamo-Danville
Artists hosting a show

Alamo-Danville Artists’ Society 
will host its 30th annual show 
from March 31-April 20 at the 
Danville Fine Art Gallery, 233 
Front St., Danville. An opening 
reception and award ceremony 
will be held from 4-6 p.m., 
Saturday, March 31. Weekly 
hours are noon-5 p.m., Tuesday-
Saturday. Proceeds will benefit 
grants for art teachers in the San 
Ramon Valley Unified School 
District. Call (510) 245-7543 or 
838-1959 or visit www.adas4art.
org.
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Exhibits
Lindsay Wildlife Art Exhibits
Lindsay Wildlife Museum will host a 
collection of art exhibits including: 
Origami Animals by Alamo resident 
Robert Lang will be displayed until 
April 29; Birds in Art until May 5, all at 
Lindsay Wildlife Museum, 1931 First 
Ave., Walnut Creek. Call 935-1978 or 
visit www.wildlife-museum.org. 
‘The Sword and the Cross’ The 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
presents “The Sword and the Cross” 
exhibit running until May 5, at the 
museum, 205 Railroad Ave., Danville. 
Admission is free to the museum, but 
donations are appreciated. Hours are 
1-4 p.m., Tuesday-Friday and 10 a.m.-
1 p.m., Saturday. Call 837-3750 or 
visit www.museumsrv.org. 

Fundraisers
Blood Drive A blood drive will be 
from 11:45 a.m.-5:45 p.m., Friday, 
April 6, at Grange Hall, 745 Diablo 
Rd., Danville. For an appointment, 
call (800) 448-5433 or visit www.
beadonor.com. 
Nia Dance Earth Day Celebrate 
Earth Day by learning about Save Mt. 
Diablo and enjoying a fun afternoon of 
Nia, a “fusion” fitness class based on 
dance and the martial arts from 2-4 
p.m., Sunday, April 22, at Renaissance 
Club Sport, 2805 Jones Rd., Walnut 
Creek. Suggested donation is $20 
(tax-deductible). Proceeds will benefit 
Save Mt. Diablo. Call 947-3535 or visit 
www.savemountdiablo.org. 
Private Shopping at Pottery Barn
Junior League of Oakland-East Bay, 
Inc. will host a private shopping event 
from 6:30-9 p.m., Sunday, April 22, at 
Pottery Barn, 1480 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 
Walnut Creek. Tickets are $25 each, 
or $100 for a package of five tickets. 
Proceeds will benefit Junior League of 
Oakland-East Bay, Inc. Call 284-3740 

or visit www.jloeb.org. 

Health
Advanced Digestive Diseases 
Workshops Medical Center at 
Blackhawk will host different work-
shops on Advanced Digestive 
Diseases including: Colon Cancer at 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m., Gastroesophageal 
at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and Capsule 
Endoscopy at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
Saturday, March 31, at Blackhawk 
Country Club, 599 Blackhawk Club 
Dr., Danville. The workshops are free, 
but reservations are required by calling 
736-8228.
Ask the Doctor Call-In Show San 
Ramon Regional Medical Center will 
host the next “Ask the Doctor” call-in 
show which will feature diabetes as 
the topic from 7-8 p.m., Wednesday, 
April 4. The show will air at 7 p.m., 
every Wednesday until the end of the 
month. Call 462-3030. 
Open Gym Town of Danville is offer-
ing Adult Open Gym from 7:30-9:15 
a.m., Saturdays, and High School 
Open Gym, 6-8 p.m., Sundays, 
both at Los Cerros Middle School 
Community Gym, 968 Blemer Road, 
Danville. Discounted pass cards are 
$4 for residents, $5 for non-residents. 
Call 314-3386. 
The Wellness Community The 
Wellness Community will host 
Cultivating Forgiveness from 2-5 
p.m., Saturday, March 31, at The 
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt 
Ave., Walnut Creek. This workshop is 
for cancer patients, their families and 
friends. Call 933-0107. 

Kids and 
Teens
Teen SAT Strategy Sessions
Danville Library will host a Teen SAT 

Strategy Session from 6-7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, April 5, at the Danville 
Library, 400 Front St. Registration 
begins Feb. 26 and seating is limited, 
call 837-4889. 

Lectures/
Workshops
Radical Collaboration in 
Adversarial Environments Learn 
radical collaboration skills to resolve 
conflict and build better business rela-
tionships in adversarial situations from 
9 a.m.-noon, Wednesday, April 4, at 
Scott’s Seafood, 1333 N. California 
Blvd., Walnut Creek. Cost is $105 
NCHRA members, $135 for nonmem-
bers. Call (415) 291-1992. 
Seven Deadly Sins of 
Compensation A presentation will 
focus on companies’ seven problem 
areas of compensation, from 7:30-9 
a.m., Wednesday, April 11, at the 
Radisson Hotel, 6680 Regional St. 
in Dublin. Cost is $30 members/$50 
non-members. Call (415) 291-1992 or 
e-mail nchra@nchra.org

Literary Events
Walking in John Muir’s Footsteps
Friends of the Danville Library and 
Kiwanis of San Ramon Valley will 
host Peter and Donna Thomas from 
1-2 p.m., Wednesday, April 4, at the 
Danville Library, 400 Front St. They will 
present their experience of re-tracing 
John Muir’s first walking trip across 
California. This event is free. Call 837-
4455.

Miscellaneous
Free Electronic Waste Event
The Town of Danville and Universal 
Waste Management, Inc. will host a 

Page 14 • March 30, 2007 • Danville Weekly

C A L E N D A R
IS YOUR BATHROOM IN NEED OF REPAIR?

We Specialize in Kitchens and Baths

Lamorinda
Home Repair

Repairs and Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

313-8956
FREE ESTIMATES     

CALL US! WE CAN HELP

All Phases Of Home 
Construction and Repair

• Windows
• Doors
• Skylights
• Tile
• Dry Rot
• Decks

• Retaining Walls
• Fences
• Baths/Kitchens
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• General Repairs

BONDED LIC. #578751 • INSURED

There is no reason to call the 
electrician, plumber & carpenter. 

Our technicians can do it all 
and at a lower cost.

16 years in the Contra Costa 
area. Your single source for 

quality home repair.

Come Celebrate Easter with us
Easter means “New Life”

Come share in our special
Saturday and Sunday Services

Sat. 6:00 pm
Sun. 9:00 am
Sun. 10:30 am

NEW LIFE CHURCH
2501 Danville Blvd, Alamo

(925) 355-9200
www.NewLife Info.com

April 1st, 9:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion

April 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Movie: The Passion of the Christ

April 5th, 7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday

April 6th
12-3 p.m. Good Friday Tre Ore Liturgy

7:30 p.m. Good Friday Vespers

April 8th
Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ

8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Easter Divine Worship

Messiah Lutheran Church
2305 Camino Tassajara, Danville, CA 94526

925-736-2270
www.messiahlutherandanville.com

Join Us In Worship 
This Easter Season

Serious words to learn for the serious Christian 

SAN RAMON VALLEY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

902 Danville Blvd., Alamo • 837-5243
(between El Cerro & Stone Valley Rd. West)

Ecumenical Good Friday Service 7 p.m.

Easter Sunrise Service 
6:30 a.m. in Courtyard

Easter Sunday Services: 
8:00 & 9:30* a.m. Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. Family Service

Childcare (infants and preschoolers) provided

*Sunday School during 9:30 a.m. service

Pastors Ron Dunn and Heather Hammer

We are a church of Open Hearts, 
Open Minds & Open Doors

Easter at CPC
You are invited to

Community Presbyterian Church
cpcdanville.org

(925) 837-5525  222 W. El Pintado Rd. Danville

April 7  Saturday Evening
5:00 & 6:30 PM

April 8  Sunday Morning

Diablo Vista Middle School

8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

9:30 AM



Free Public Collection Event for E-
Waste Recycling from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Saturday-Sunday, March 31-April 1, at 
the Danville Park & Ride Parking Lot, 
at the northwest corner of Sycamore 
Valley Rd. and Camino Ramon. Call 
(888) 832-9839. 

On Stage
‘Wigged Out!’ Victoria’s Hair on 
Stage has opened its doors for 
“Wigged Out!” which runs until June, 
at Victoria’s Hair on Stage, 520 San 
Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville. Tickets 
are $38. Call 855-SHOW (855-7469). 
Eugene O’Neill Playwrights’ 
Theater Performances Eugene 
O’Neill Playwrights’ Theater at Tao 
House presents “This Is Not My Life” 
at 3 p.m., starting May 6 and “Now I 
Ask You” at 3 p.m., Sunday, May 20, 
at the Old Barn at Tao House. Call 
820-1818.
High School Musical Danville 
Children’s Musical Theatre presents 
Disney’s “High School Musical,” at 
7:30 p.m., Fridays-Saturdays, March 
23-31 and at 2 p.m., Saturdays and 
at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, March 29, at 
Village Theater, 233 Front St. Tickets 
are $7.50-$9.50. Call 314-3463. 
Sondheim’s ‘Putting It Together’
Role Players Ensemble Theatre pres-
ents “Putting It Together” at 8 p.m., 
Thursdays-Saturdays and 2 p.m., 
Sundays, April 20ñMay 12, at Village 
Theatre, 233 Front St., Danville. 
Tickets are $18-24, $15 for groups 
more than 10; purchase tickets 
at www.villagetheatreshows.com, 
call 314-3400, or visit the Danville 
Community Center, 420 Front St. 

Political Notes
Blackhawk Republican Women 
Luncheon Barbara Simpson, KSFO 
560 Talk Radio host, will speak 
about “Losing America” from 11:15 
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Monday, April 2, 
at Blackhawk Country Club, 599 
Blackhawk Club Dr., Danville. Cost is 
$20, reservations are due by noon, 
March 30. Call 648-1030 or email 
tracnanc@sbcglobal.net.

Spiritual
Peace Meditation Diablo Yoga 
Center will host a nondenominational, 
nonpolitical meditation for world peace 

at 1:30 p.m., Friday, April 6, at Diablo 
Yoga Center, 125B Town and Country 
Dr., Danville. This event is free and is 
open to the public. Call 837-8698. 

Sports
Danville Bocce Ball Deadline 
Extended The deadline for submitting 
rosters for Adult Bocce on Monday 
and Friday nights has been extended 
to 5 p.m., Friday, March 30. There is a 
minimum of four players; maximum of 
10. Monday night league begins April 
9; Friday night league begins April 20. 
Both run 7 weeks, plus playoffs. $145 
per resident team; $175 nonresidents. 
Call 314-3400. 
Mustang Soccer Registration
Mustang Soccer will begin on-line 
registration for the 2007 season for 
Alamo, Danville and Diablo residents 
until March 31, at www.mustangsoc-

cer.com. Registration is $100 for 
under 6 Ponies, $225 for under 7-
under 19. Call 831-1323. 

Support
Groups
Blue Star Moms California Blue 
Star Moms is a support group for 
families of members of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. It meets at 7 p.m., the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month, at the 
Danville Veterans Hall, 400 Hartz Ave. 
Call Peggy at 866-7035 or Patty at 
838-9096 or visit www.bluestarmoms.
org. 
Cancer Support Groups Free sup-
port, education and stress manage-
ment for cancer patients and their 
loved ones, including general sup-
port groups for all types of cancer 

patients as well as cancer specific 
groups for breast cancer, colorectal 
cancer, ovarian cancer, lung cancer, 
prostate cancer, brain tumor, support 
groups for caregivers and life after 
cancer. Groups meet at the Wellness 
Community, 3276 McNutt Ave., 
Walnut Creek. For times and days, call 
933-0107.

Clutterers Anonymous 12-Step 
Meeting This group is for people who 
are suffering from hoarding and clut-
tering who want beauty and serenity in 
their homes and lives. They meet from 
7:15-8:45 p.m., every Thursday, at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, 2491 San 
Miguel Dr., Walnut Creek. Cost is $2-3 
after the first meeting. Call 285-7165 
or visit www.clutterersanonymous.net. 
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EARNING 
10.70% APY*

Increase your monthly investment income!
We’re accepting 401K, IRA, Pension, Savings & Investment 

Monies into our mortgage secured income fund. 
($20K min. investment)

Contact David Belleville 
Please call for more information

408-350-1713
*Past return is not a guarantee of future performance (2006 compounded return)

Available to qualified California residents only

9000 S. Gale Ridge Road / San Ramon / 925.735.4253

WWW.THEBRIDGESGOLF.COM

ONE TIME INITIATION FEE
MONTHLY DUES

UNLIMITED GREEN FEES
RANGE BALLS

REDUCED GUEST FEES
SHOP DISCOUNTS

CHARGING PRIVILEGES
MONTHLY BILLING

AND MORE...

INDIVIDUALS  /  FAMILIES  /  SENIORS

Membership
SIGN UP NOW and
SAVE UP TO $1500

(Denotes savings on family initiation fee if one-year contract signed by 3/31/07.)

*

What’s on your to-do list?

www.kennethjamesinc.com

925.648.7632
Danville, CA Lic. #646670

Call

 add canned lighting
 hang pendant lights
 new door & hardware
 new wood trim
 add cable jack
 hang fl at screen TV
 new cabinetry
 slab granite tops
 tile fl ooring
 texture walls
 paint throughout

PRIORITY

SRV T-BIRDS
Youth Football & Cheerleading

DON’T WAIT! 
REGISTER TODAY!

March 25, 2007 - 1:00 to 4:00 PM
April 1, 2007 - 1:00 to 4:00 PM

May 20, 2007 - 1:00 to 4:00 PM (FOOTBALL ONLY)
June 5, 2007 - 6:00 to 8:00 PM (FOOTBALL ONLY)

All will be held at Vista Grande Elementary 
School in Danville

For more information & 
Registration Packets, visit

www.SRVTBirds.com
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T he little Vietnamese girl’s heart pound-
ed as she leapt from the boat sinking in 
the South China Sea.

 “I remember a man catching me when I 
jumped off the boat. Forever I will associate 
that with my life being saved,” says Phoenix 
Nguyen.
 Phoenix sits on a stool in her floral shop 
in downtown Danville and tells the story of 
her family’s personal and difficult decision to 
leave Vietnam in the mid-1970s.
 Speaking in a steady soft tone, Phoenix 
talks of how she went from being a young 
peasant girl working on her family’s farm 
to leaving everything behind for a chance at 
freedom, both political and religious because 

her family is Catholic.
 “Most of my memories of Vietnam center 
around wartime because my father was a vil-
lage chief. We were always concerned for his 
safety,” Phoenix says. “That preoccupied a lot 
of our thoughts and how to protect the family. 
We had the Viet Cong come to the house often 
looking for him. One of my earliest memories 
is learning how to say, ‘I don’t know where 
my dad is,’ when they’d come.”
 She and her parents, grandparents and five 
siblings packed up and left the highlands of 
Da Lat and slowly made their way down to a 
fishing village where her uncles lived.
 “We left the day the announcement was 
made that the communists were coming to 

Saigon,” Phoenix says.
 It was 1975 and Phoenix was 9 years old. 

Terror on the high seas

 In Vung Tao, crowds and chaos split up the 
family as they made their way to the water-
front and onto small boats in hopes of getting 
picked up by an American ship. Before their 
treacherous journey began, the Nguyens made 
a pledge to stick together, but this proved dif-
ficult when trying to make their way through 
masses of people following the same path.
 “By that time, my family was all divided 
up,” Phoenix says. “I was on a tiny boat with 
my grandmother, baby sister and uncle-in-
law.”
 In order to get on board the large vessel, the 
refugees would crowd their tiny boats around 
the ship anchored in the harbor. One by one, 
each boat would be deliberately sunk to make 
way for the other boats and people to get 
aboard.
 “For whatever reason, my uncle said, ‘I’m 
not leaving,’ and they had already put a hole 
in the boat,” recalls Phoenix. “So we’re sink-
ing and I’m thinking, ‘I’m going to die,’ 
because I didn’t know how to swim and was 
just terrified of water.”
 “That’s probably my strongest memory,” 
she adds. “There were so many other scary 
times but that by far was the scariest because 
my family had been divided up and I didn’t 
know I was ever going to see them again.”

Navigating a new life in a new land

 Amazingly, Phoenix and her entire family 
made it onto the same American ship—one of 
the few families who made it out intact. The 
ship took the Nguyen family to Guam where 
they stayed for two weeks before departing on 
a plane to Ft. Chaffee, Ark.
 “My parents didn’t know anyone in the 

United States,” Phoenix says. “They came 
here mainly for their religion and freedom 
and everything else was on faith.”
 Their prayers were answered when the 
Daughters of Charity from St. Louis agreed to 
sponsor them, and her parents worked at their 
convent.
 “This was great for us because my family 
is Catholic,” Phoenix says with a smile. “My 
parents felt that being in the hands of the nuns 
was a blessing.”
 And what was this new land like for a 9-
year-old refugee from Vietnam?
 “I thought it was very surreal, magical,” 
Phoenix says. “Being on an airplane was so 
strange. Before, I didn’t have the concept that 
what’s up there is this huge thing. It looked 
small because it’s not in your existence. You 
hear about it but you can’t imagine it.”
 “Back in Vietnam, we had radios but we 
didn’t listen to them,” she also notes. “We 
didn’t have TV. We rarely had newspapers. It 
was typical third-country peasant life.”
 Not only did Phoenix’s family members 
have to face learning a language and how to 
navigate the busy city life of St. Louis, they 
had to face everyday challenges like how to 
work appliances and help their daughter get 
over her fears and misunderstandings.
 “I was very embarrassed about my appear-
ance mainly because we were the only Asian 
family in the entire school,” Phoenix says. 
“Everyone was interested and they would 
gather around and I had absolutely no idea 
what anyone was saying.”
 It was the strength of her family that kept 
her grounded and moving forward.
 “We’re here because of our family and 
our faith and … what we might have faced 
if we stayed behind,” Phoenix says, her dark 
eyes getting misty. “When you’re dealing 
with your own reality, you’re not worried 

Leap
of faith

One woman's journey from Vietnam to personal freedom

by Christina Straw

“I remember a man ca
me when I jumped off
Forever I will associate 
my life being saved” 
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about what you might be missing. You’re too 
focused on learning how to read and learning 
how to make your way through everything.”
 This determination and focus helped 
Phoenix succeed throughout school. She stud-
ied business and psychology at Washington 
University in St. Louis and, although talented 
in drawing and painting, decided to pursue 
law at Cornell University in Ithaca, New 
York. 
 “I didn’t want to disappoint my parents and 
mainly I was looking for something respect-
able,” Phoenix says with a chuckle. “I started 
reading about civil rights cases and that inter-
ested me and challenged me intellectually. In 
hindsight, my strength is geared toward the 
creative side but it’s hard to leave something 
you do well.”

A beautiful baby girl 
changes everything

 While Phoenix’s parents wanted her to 
return to their protective world in St. Louis, 
the self-proclaimed “black sheep” of the fam-
ily had other ideas. Such as San Francisco.
 “I wanted something new, and I wanted 
to step out a little further than my parents 
were comfortable with,” Phoenix says mat-
ter-of-factly about her move to the Bay Area 
in 1990. “I read about San Francisco and the 
history of Asians in San Francisco during the 
Gold Rush and that interested me. Something 
about the landscape was beautiful and inter-
esting.”
 While studying for the bar exam at UC 
Berkeley, Phoenix’s world would again be 
turned upside-down.
 It was there she met Martin, a gentle and 
reserved young man getting his doctorate at 
Cal, who was introduced to Phoenix through 
a mutual friend. After dating for a few years 
and as Phoenix practiced law in San Francisco 

and then Palo Alto, the couple married and 
later welcomed daughter Camille.
 The three moved to Danville a few years 
ago.
 “My daughter is God’s gift to me,” Phoenix 
says, smiling with pride.
 Her eyes brim with tears she won’t let fall.
 “She’s wonderful. A true delight.”
 Phoenix was very driven and would not 
allow herself to be anything less than excep-
tional, but the arrival of Camille led her to 
rethink her career path.
 “I just didn’t feel like the law was my true 
calling. There was always this yearning to 
do something on the creative side. I won art 
contests and scholarships but abandoned it,” 
Phoenix recalls.
 After a lot of soul searching and debating 
different ideas, one day a then 10-year-old 
Camille suggested the flower business, some-
thing personal and dear to Phoenix’s heart.
 “I’ve always loved flowers,” says Phoenix. 
“When you’re Vietnamese, you romanticize 
flowers. It’s a part of our culture. I really 
enjoy them.”
 For the second time in her life, Phoenix 
would be taking a personal leap of faith.
 Starting out of her house, she did her first 
flower arrangement for a fundraiser at her 
daughter’s school. People raved and a client 
called for an arrangement for her home.
 Before long, Phoenix branched out and 
did a few weddings. The feedback was really 
encouraging and people were thrilled.
 “I wanted something more,” Phoenix says, 
her eyes lighting up. “The store was a scary 
jump. I said I wanted to make this a new 
career. I wanted to bring in other elements 
like glass art, jewelry; special things that 
make your home and yourself beautiful.”
 While brainstorming ideas for the name of 
the boutique with family, Phoenix knew she 

wanted “All Things Beautiful” included in the 
name. Martin had taken a business trip to Italy 
and heard a song on the radio called Mi Piaci, 
which translated to “it delights me/I love 
that.” It worked perfectly. The store opened in 
Prospector Square in November, just in time 
for the Christmas rush.

Following your heart

 Her store, Mi Piaci—All Things Beautiful, 
is a peaceful refuge filled with delicate flow-
ers and unique gifts. Today, Phoenix is finish-
ing up an arrangement for a client. The flow-
ers are white phalaenopsis orchids and crème 
tulips artfully and lovingly placed in a glass 
vase.

 Phoenix wants every arrangement that goes 
out the door to be the most beautiful, and 
something that makes a person feel special.
 “To be excellent in what you do, you have 
to have that creative part. You can learn from 
someone but you need to be able to take that 
next step,” Phoenix says.
 “Phoenix” in Greek mythology was a beau-
tiful, immortal bird. After living for several 
centuries in the Arabian desert, it was con-
sumed by fire and rose again from its own 
ashes.
 Phoenix Nguyen herself has faced many 
challenges on her personal journey but has 
proved, like that beautiful bird, that with hope 
and faith, it is possible to soar. ■

atching
f the boat. 
that with 

—Phoenix Nguyen

Below: Phoenix Nguyen arranges white orchids and tulips in her shop, Mi Piaci—All Things Beautiful, as she recalls leaving her life as a peasant in Vietnam, her adjustment to the 
United States, becoming a lawyer, then deciding to pursue her creative side.

CHRISTINA STRAW
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Living
P E O P L E  &  L I F E S T Y L E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

E leven-year-old David Kahawaii 
can sum up what he’s learned 
about acting in three words.

 “Don’t overdo it,” he said, after 
school at his Danville Oaks home.
 David, who goes by Kelii, will fake 
a lisp for the part of Winthrop in the 
Diablo Light Opera Company produc-
tion of “The Music Man,” a dialect 
challenge in which he says subtlety is 
key. Along with 45 professional actors 
and an 18-piece orchestra, Kelii will 

perform a month-long run of the show 
at the 850-seat Hoffman Theatre in the 
Dean Lesher Regional Center for the 
Arts in Walnut Creek.
 His character covers a range of emo-
tions in the show, as the younger broth-
er of Marian Paroo, the Music Man’s 
love interest.
 “He’s a sad kid whose father just 
died. Ever since his dad died, he’s been 
depressed—he doesn’t talk a lot,” Kelii 
said.
 But then the Music Man arrives in 
town and everything changes.
 Winthrop sees him as a father figure 
and things begin to look bright—at 
least for the moment, Kelii said.
 “His role represents an exaggeration 
of the ups and downs of the town,” said 
lead actor Keith Barlow, who plays the 
role of Professor Harold Hill.
 “David’s doing great, he’s very 
mature for his age,” Barlow added.
 With no previous professional act-
ing experience, Kelii was an unlikely 
choice for the role. While he had gone 
to an acting camp through the Town of 
Danville, he hadn’t ever auditioned for 
a play on this scale.
 “There were plenty of boys there, 
which got me a little nervous,” he said.
 But the directors and producers saw 
that he shined during callbacks, even 
though he wasn’t originally asked back 
to read for the part of Winthrop.
 “It made me think all the other 
Winthrops were better,” he said.
 During the auditions he read lines 
and sang in front of a group of seven, 
including the musical director and the 
executive producer. Having experience 
in a chorus and performing in a school 
play at Montair Elementary, where he 
attends fifth grade, helped him learn the 
basics—to speak up and sing on key.
 It was tricky reading for the part con-
sidering that, walking into callbacks, 

he had no idea he would be reading for 
such a big part.
 “Being onstage is sometimes the best 
and the worst part of acting,” he said.
 He prepared for the auditions by run-
ning through lines and practicing sing-
ing with his friend, using their family 
piano. Downloading some songs from 
“The Music Man” on i-tunes was also a 
good way to hear them beforehand, he 
said.
 Now, months into rehearsals, he has 

the lines and the speech 
impediment nailed. It’s 
second nature.
 “‘Music Man’ is 
kind of part of me now,” 
he said.
 His mother Anne 
Kahawaii, who has admit-
tedly peeked into some of 
his rehearsals, says both 
the actors and the venue 
are fabulous.
 “Some of the leads 
have the most amazing 
voices,” she said.
 At rehearsals, which 

have been for three hours four times a 
week, Kelii said he’s learned that acting 
takes dedication.
 “It’s not always fun and games; 
sometimes it’s hard work,” he said.
 But even with all the practice time 
he’s put in, he still gets some downtime 
with other children at the rehearsals. In 
the green room at the theater, he often 
plays cards with actors his age, that is, 
when he’s not in the scene.
 Directors of the show have advised 
the cast to avoid watching the film 
during the time of the rehearsal, as it 
adds dialogue and nuances that don’t 
exist in the original script. They also 
point out that forcing humor onto some 
of the characters can distract from the 
earnestness of lines and the overall 
message of the play.
 “(Playwright) Meredith Wilson wrote 
that you can’t make some of the charac-
ters too funny,” Kelii said.
 In some scenes, however, humor is 
the focus. Kelii said his favorite part 
of the play is a scene in which the 
town gossips sing “Pick-a-little, Talk-
a-little,” a tune that satirizes nosy ladies 
by making them look like chickens.
 If Kelii’s enthusiasm and charmingly 
well-honed stutter isn’t enough to get 
you to the show, the quality of the pro-
duction should be, actors say.
 “This is the 50th show I have done 
and this is one of the most talented 
casts I have ever seen,” Barlow said.
 Tickets are $27 for adults, $22 for 
seniors and $15 for children and the 
musical will run weekends March 30-
May 6. The first weekend will kick 
off at El Campanil Theater in Antioch 
and all other shows will be held at the 
Walnut Creek theater. To purchase tick-
ets call 757-9500 or visit www.dloc.org 
for more information. ■

Contact Natalie O’Neill 
at noneill@danvilleweekly.com

Amaryllis (Daphne Ford) is fond of Winthrop (David Kahawaii) and invites the shy boy to her party. At left: David Kahawaii 
finishes a practice run-through of the song “Gary, Indiana.”
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COURTESY OF DIABLO LIGHT OPERA COM
PANY

Landing a lead
Danville boy one of stars in Diablo Light Opera Company’s ‘The Music Man’    by Natalie O’Neill



Danville Weekly • March 30, 2007 • Page 19

Epicure
B Y  J A C Q U I  L O V E  M A R S H A L L

An Easter brunch to remember

S pring is sprung and Easter is hop-
pin’ on down the bunny trail! Easter 
usually takes me by surprise but it 

comes extra early this year so I’m sure I 
won’t be ready for a large Easter dinner. 
So I’m thinking a light yet filling Easter 
brunch is the perfect meal for this Easter’s 
celebration.
 Brunch is a great family holiday meal 
because it can be served early morning, 
mid-morning or even early afternoon 
depending on church services and other 
activities. It can be an alternative to 
Easter breakfast or dinner or can be 
juxtaposed with a lighter and later Easter supper. 
Brunch recipes generally include multiple ingredi-
ents (meats, vegetables, carbs) and are usually more 
popular with kids and teens than heavier dinner 

menus. And lastly, the dishes are usually 
flexible enough to make ahead and re-heat 
before serving or can be served to later-
comers without disaster.
 These recipes will make for a 
delightfully light brunch menu, easing the 
transition into the spring season. Serve with 
bread, a green salad, and Prosecco, an Italian 
sparkling wine. Finally, set your Easter table 
with bunches of tulips and daffodils to usher 
in the colors of Spring. Add jelly beans and 
dyed eggs for more color. Voila—a festive 
Easter brunch that’s sure to please all Easter 
egg hunters!

Jacqui Love Marshall lives in Danville with her 
vintage-car-loving husband, two pugs and binders of 

recipes. Her column runs every other week. E-mail 
her at Epicure@DanvilleWeekly.com.

RECIPES
Poached Eggs with Prosciutto, Asparagus and Chive Oil 
(serves 6)
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 cup chopped fresh chives
1 tsp fresh lemon juice
1/4 tsp finely grated lemon peel
6 Tbsp white wine vinegar 

6 to 12 large eggs (for hungry guests, poach  
  12 eggs and serve each person 2 instead of 1) 
2 lbs medium asparagus spears, trimmed
3 Tbsp olive oil
3 oz thinly-sliced prosciutto

1. Blend the extra-virgin olive oil, chives and lemon juice in blender or processor until smooth. Stir in grated 
lemon peel; season to taste with salt and pepper. (Note: Chive oil can be made three hours ahead. Cover 
and chill. Return to room temperature before using.)

2. Fill two large bowls with ice water and ice; set aside. Pour enough water into each of two large skillets 
to reach depth of 1 inch. Bring water to slow simmer over medium heat. Add 3 tablespoons vinegar to 
each skillet. Carefully crack each egg into individual ramekins. Gently slide 1 egg at a time into simmer-
ing water, working in batches of 3 eggs for each skillet. Cook until whites are just set, about 3 minutes. 
Using slotted spoon, very gently transfer eggs to bowls with ice water, being careful not to break eggs. 
(Note: Can be made one day ahead. Cover and refrigerate eggs in bowls of ice water.)

3. Preheat broiler. Spread asparagus in single layer on rimmed baking sheet. Drizzle with 3 tablespoons 
olive oil; turn asparagus to coat. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. Broil asparagus 6 minutes. Turn aspara-
gus over and continue to broil until crisp-tender and beginning to brown, about 6 minutes longer. Divide 
asparagus among six plates and drape the prosciutto slices over.

4. Pour enough water into each of two large skillets to reach depth of 1 inch; bring to simmer. Using slot-
ted spoon, transfer eggs to skillets; cook 1 minute for soft yolks. Using slotted spoon, place 1-2 eggs 
atop each serving of asparagus and prosciutto. Drizzle chive oil over and around each serving. Pass 
remaining chive oil separately.

Lemon-Raspberry French Toast Strata 
(serves 8-10)

1/2 cup pure maple syrup, plus additional for  
  serving
6 cups 1-inch cubes day-old country-style 
white bread with crusts (12 oz. or 3/4 loaf) 

1 pint fresh raspberries
6 large eggs
4 cups whole milk
1 tsp finely grated lemon zest
1/4 tsp salt

1. Place rack in center of the oven and preheat to 350 degrees. Lightly butter a 9 by 13-inch glass baking 
dish or 14-inch oval gratin dish. Pour in maple syrup; scatter bread cubes and raspberries in dish.

2. In a large bowl, whisk together eggs, milk, lemon zest and salt; pour over bread cubes.

3. Bake strata until puffed and golden brown, about 45 minutes. Transfer to rack to cool 5 minutes, then serve 
warm with additional maple syrup. (Note: Leftover strata maybe frozen and re-heated for another day.) 

Sunshine Cake
1—18.25-package yellow cake mix
4 eggs, beaten
11 oz. Mandarin oranges with juice
1/2 cup vegetable oil

Frosting:
13 oz. crushed pineapple with juice
1—5.1-box instant vanilla pudding
1—12 oz. container Cool Whip

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Mix all of the cake ingredients together. Beat for two minutes on medium 
speed of a mixer. Drop into buttered and floured pans (two 9-inch cake pans, one 9 by 13-inch pan or 
into 18 cupcake papers).

2. Bake at 350 degrees for 25 minutes. While cake is baking, prepare the frosting. In a large bowl, mix 
together the pineapple, vanilla pudding and Cool Whip.

3. Remove the cake (or cupcakes) from the oven and allow to cool to room temperature before frosting. 
(Optional: Add flaked coconut to the frosting for extra pizzazz.)

Shop for all your Easter Treats at

Chocolate
Dipped

Fudge Eggs
Personalized

FREE

…Because Life is Good!

Chocolate Dipped 
Strawberries

Rocky Road Eggs

Solid Chocolate 
Rabbits

Foil Wrapped 
Chocolate Eggs

Unique Easter 
Giftware

Easter Baskets

420 Main St.
Downtown Pleasanton

(925) 461-1110
Fax (925) 461-1047

Chocolate Dipped 
Strawberries

Rocky Road Eggs

Solid Chocolate 
Rabbits

Foil Wrapped 
Chocolate Eggs

Unique Easter 
Giftware

Easter Baskets

420 Main St.
Downtown Pleasanton

(925) 461-1110
Fax (925) 461-1047

FREE!
  Electronic Recycling

As seen on TV!!!
FREE Eco-Friendly

For More Information:

www.unwaste.com • (888) 832-9839

Where: Danville Park & Ride
(located at the northwest corner of the Sycamore Valley Road/

Camino Ramon intersection in Danville)

When: Saturday, March 31st, 2007 • 9:00am-3:00pm
Sunday, April 1st, 2007 • 9:00am-3:00pm

DROP OFF IS FREE FOR ALL CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES!!

Universal Waste Management, Inc. 
Is a State-Approved E-Waste collector/recycler
E-Waste Recycling Is a California State-Funded 

Program

Another Free E-waste event brought to you 
by Universal Waste Management, Inc.
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Leo Norris, 
early American pioneer

Leo Norris was the earliest known American 
pioneer to buy land and settle in the San 
Ramon Valley. In 1850, he and his wife Jane 
moved to San Ramon. In 1851, they purchased 
a square league, about 4,500 acres, from Jose 
Maria Amador. Maps show the Norris Rancho 
in the northwest corner of Amador’s original 
San Ramon Rancho. They and their five chil-
dren, William, Mary, Annie, Jane and Emily, 
came to California from Missouri in 1846, 
traveling part of the way with the ill-fated 
Donner Party.

“SAN RAMON VALLEY: ALAMO, DANVILLE, AND SAN RAMON” 
BY BEVERLY LANE AND RALPH COZINE

Presenting the Past
B Y  B E V E R L Y  L A N E

O F  N O T E

First place winning team in their division was Evan Jaffe, Sara 
Kelkar, Katie Klass, Sean Jaffe, Grace Reckers and Seddon 
Macholz. Their problem required teams to create and present an 
original performance that integrated team-created Small Pages 
and Large Versions that change appearance.

This team placed second, with (front row, l-r) Ethan Brouwer, 
Jake Carlier, and Florentin von Haugwitz; (back row) Ryan 
Mullins, Grant Rivas, Alex Anzoategui and Conor Mullins. Their 
challenge was to build a structure out of balsa and glue that 
weighs no more than 18 grams and can hold something heavy. 
The Sycamore team built a structure that held 142.5 lbs.—the 
most in the competition in their division.

Winning third place and a Ranatra Fusca award were (top row, 
l-r) Jessica Tallerico, Chandra Allen, Hannah Fulks, Lauren Smith; 
(front) Isabel Gervis, Taylor Whittemore and Melina Gross. In 
this “classics” problem, the teams created a performance that 
included a “Traveler” character on a trip around the world, stop-
ping at three required locations that had different geographic 
characteristics. The team won the Ranatra Fusca award due to 
its choice to make pollution the traveler and create the character 
“Polly Pollution” was highly original and creative.

This team won the Ranatra Fusca award for exceptional creativity: 
(top row, l-r) Ashley Page, Vishnu Peri, Jiwan Karunatilake, Rex Lueth; 
(bottom) Ed Kudey, Erin Leeds. In the Tag-em section, the problem 
was to build a vehicle with specific requirements that would leave the 
release area and should be tagged before it reaches the home area. 
Their creative method of tagging was using a curtain rod and rope to 
drop marbles into the moving vehicle made with drills.

Danville students excel in Odyssey of the Mind
 Sycamore Valley Elementary School sent seven teams of students in grades 3-5 to the Odyssey of the Mind 
competitions held at College Park High School in Pleasant Hill earlier this month. Altogether 147 teams partici-
pated in this regional meet, and those chosen will continue on to state competition in Visalia on March 31.
 Sycamore teams came back with four medals and two Ranatra Fusca Creativity Awards, which are considered 
just as prestigious. Ranatra Fusca is the term for a classification of water insects since one of the first Odyssey 
of the Mind assignment made by founder Sam Micklus was a flotation device and although the first idea didn’t 
work it was extremely creative.

L I V I N G

Grand Opening!
Aryana Afghan Cuisine

9000-J Crow Canyon Road, Danville
at the corner of Camino Tassajara

Lunch
11:30am - 3:00pm Monday-Friday

Dinner
 5:00pm - 9:00pm Monday-Friday

5:00pm - 10:00pm Saturday-Sunday

925-736-7781

 Appetizers ~ Entrees ~ Desserts
Salads ~ Soups ~ Vegetarian ~ Gourmet Kabobs

Noesh-en-jaan!
(Enjoy!)
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L I V I N G

The 411
B Y  K A T H A R I N E  O ’ H A R A

A s a college-bound junior, 
I find that I am bombard-
ed with the same repeated 

interrogation wherever I turn—
family get-togethers, neighborhood 
parties, and even the grocery store. 
I cannot step outside without being 
asked: Where are you looking to 
go to college? Close? Far? Big? 
Small? Public? Private? Religious? 
Secular? And the list goes on. 
 With over 2,000 options, the 
decision of where I will attend col-
lege is daunting. As the time draws 
nearer, it appears imperative that 
I identify what I truly want out of 
my college experience and develop 
some sort of rubric on which to 
base my choice.
 Loren Pope remarks in his book, 
“Going Beyond the Ivy League,” 
that nearly 70 percent of college 
students transfer, drop out or flunk 
out of college, bored, unlearned 
and thoroughly frustrated with their 
choice of school. Pope points out 
the oftentimes fatal mistakes fami-
lies make when choosing a school, 
namely, getting caught up in what 
he refers to as “designer-label col-
lege” syndrome.
 It seems many college-searching 
students get caught up in presti-
gious names and gravitate toward 
the opinions of friends, family and 
the media. But to Pope, this simply 
demonstrates the need of the weak 
adolescent for approval from peers. 
“Every year I get clients who went 
to unsuitable schools because they 
were the fashion and have flunked 
out or dropped out after a year or 
two and have to do the job all over 
again,” he says.
 He addresses the example of 
one school that immediately 
gained acceptance due to outstand-
ing athletic performance. “When 
Jacksonville University’s basket-
ball team broke into the big time 
a decade ago, admissions applica-
tions soared, but for the student, it 
was not a whit better than the years 
before.”
 Pope explains many students go 
wrong in their unrelenting desires 
to attend Ivy League or other big 
name schools. Though Ivy Leagues 
provide a strong education, Pope 
assures that their prestigious names 
do not work to the advantage of a 
job applicant five years after gradu-
ation. “A person’s own qualities 
will be deciding whether he gets a 
raise, a promotion, or is courted for 
another job ... Even if the name on 
a diploma helped get the first job 
because it was taken as evidence 
of intelligence, that would be about 
the limit of its leverage because 
most people change jobs at least 
once in the first five years.”
 Aside from the Ivies, many are 
under the impression that large 
universities offer a more expan-

sive, richer undergraduate experi-
ence than a small college, but Pope 
explains this is often a fallacy.
 “The (large) university by its very 
nature cheats most undergraduates 
out of essential parts of their edu-
cational birthright,” he says. “The 
university is primarily interested 
in research, publishing, consulting, 
and graduate teaching. Even some 
of the greatest universities leave 
over 70 percent of freshman and 
sophomore instruction to graduate 
assistants, or worse, to foreigners 
who can barely speak English.”
 Pope recommends that col-
lege-searching students first turn 
inward. They should explore what 
they hope to gain from their college 
experience, and instead of asking, 
“Am I good enough for a college?” 
they should be asking “Is it good 
enough for me?” Then Pope rec-
ommends students explore smaller, 
less selective schools that may be 
better fitted to their learning style, 
personality and hopes for a col-
lege experience. Pope claims there 
are hundreds of viable options just 
short of Ivy League status for stu-
dents with learning disabilities, 
who are underachievers, or who 
are simply not in the top bracket of 
their high school class.
 Small college environments allow 
for greater communication between 
students and professors, and the abil-
ity to spot and resolve problems 
a student may be having. Students 
are also able to complete required 
courses in a four-year span, which 
often is not possible at a large uni-
versity. Pope encourages those who 
go to a big school to enroll in an 
honors program, residential college, 
or other small group program within 
the university, in order to establish a 
sense of community in a place where 
anonymity is common ground.
 He also remarks that a school’s 
selectivity and quality of experi-
ence have no correlation, noting 

that two of the most intellectually 
demanding American schools—
Reed College in Oregon and St. 
John’s College, with two campuses 
in Maryland and New Mexico—
typically accept 95 percent and at 
least 85 percent, respectively, of 
their yearly applicants. Pope quotes 
members of the Reed faculty who 
also taught at Ivy League institu-
tions saying at Ivy League schools, 
students were learning for the sake 
of grades, while at Reed “they are 
learning for the sake of learning.”
 For those embarking on college 
visits, Pope recommends talking 
to students and faculty members, 
attending classes, faculty offices 
and the campus bookstore, eating 
lunch in the cafeteria and having an 
interview with an admissions offi-
cer in order to get a feeling for the 
school. Students should ask ques-
tions about classes (lecture or dis-
cussion based?), the nature of the 
students (do they stay after class to 
discuss or ask questions?) and the 
student-faculty relationship, class 
size and campus environment.
 In making a decision as life-
sculpting as this, it is important stu-
dents and parents consider all fac-
tors for a beneficial college experi-
ence, considering schools based on 
their encouragement of students to 
think critically, make intellectual 
connections and espouse a personal 
system of values. “A college should 
be judged by the kind of people it 
turns out rather than by the kind it 
takes in,” says Pope. “The magic is 
in the moral and intellectual torque 
the college exerts, not in the name, 
however hallowed it may be.”

The 411 offers information 
and insight on the teen scene by 

Katharine O’Hara, a junior at 
San Ramon Valley High School 

who spends her free time going to 
concerts, enjoying her friends, and 

playing the piano. E-mail her at 
ohara5@comcast.net.

Turn inward before starting 
college search

Jumpstart Your LifeJumpstart Your Life
Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically supervised weight loss 
program individually designed for men and women looking 

to lose weight safely and effectively. On average, our patients 
lose 2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most 
patients feel great, have no hunger, and stay highly motivated 

due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

Walnut Creek • San Ramon
925-277-1123  • www.jumpstartmedicine.com 

Conrad Lai, MD

jumpstart
M E D I C I N E

Elegant and Relaxing

Personalized Professional 

Nail Care

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . . (925) 838-6300
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd . . . . . . . . (925) 680 8600
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . . (925) 938-2500

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers 
or friends who want to have a unique 
and fun get together, arrange a private 

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Bollinger Canyon location

Ipe Decking
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A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

Still feel pain? 
Most patients feel a significant 
difference after just one treatment!

Lily W. He, L. Ac.
Three-generation practitioner

Matthew W. Lu, L. Ac.
20 year’s experience of practice

Coupon Good 
for 20% Off 
First Service

•Pain Treatment
•Hypertension
•Stress Management
•Rash & Allergies
•Stomachache

•Insomnia
•Women’s Problems
•Acute & Chronic 
Neuro Muscular Diseases

• Other Chronic Diseases

Bay Oriental Medical C

lin
ic

790 San Ramon Valley Blvd, Ste. 225, Danville
Most Insurance Accepted 
Same Day Appointments 

FREE Consultation call:
 925-855-1885  or  925-285-6026

Are you paying too 
much for COBRA?

Or do you just need individual or group 
health coverage at affordable rates?

Call today to save money!

Charlene Beasley
Lic#0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans
as low as

$3900
per
month

*Based on HealthNet PPO-HSA 
plan for singles age 19-29

Limited Time Offer
Good thru April/07

If you qualify for a consultation 
with Dr. Aurora D.C. and after 
2 visits you are not satisfi ed, 

we will give you a complete refund.

Call 925.855.5551
Offer valid for Danville, Diablo, Alamo, Blackhawk Residents Only

NOW IN DANVILLE
Revolutionary F.D.A. Cleared

Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression

NO MORE BACK PAIN!
Medical Technology Treats Herniated Discs, 
Bulging Discs, Degenerated Discs, Arthritis, 
Pinched Nerves, & Sciatica without Surgery

Back Pain Solution as Reported on

Watch Our Video At:
www.925backpain.com

375 Diablo Rd. Suite 104
Danville, CA 94526

Monte Vista boys lacrosse 
team still undefeated

Team aims for fourth 
North Coast Section title

by Rachel McMurdie

T yler Troup and Matt Hartman 
made three goals each for 
the Mustangs when the boys 

lacrosse team defeated California, 
10-6, on Friday, March 23.
 Monte Vista came into the week 
as the No. 12 team in the state and 
No. 2 in Northern California behind 
St. Ignatius. With the win, they’re 
one game closer to what they hope 
will be their fourth straight North 
Coast Section title.
 Friday’s showdown paired two 
undefeated teams, but it was the 
Mustangs who stayed unbeaten.
 Adding to goals from Troup 
and Hartman, Monte Vista’s Zakk 
Souza scored twice, with Victor 
Chang and Cameron McGrew get-
ting one each. Dylan Westfall made 
17 saves for the Mustangs.
 Andrew O’Neil had three goals 
and Jordan Ambler two for the 
Grizzlies, who dropped to 6-1 over-
all and 1-1 in league.
 Also during the week, the Wolves 
pulled off a big non-league win 
over the Acalanes Spartans.
 The Wolves got three goals from 
Kai Cummings and Pat Sornsin. 
Brett Trimble and Mike Yeakle 
each also scored as San Ramon 
moved to 5-3 overall.
 The 14-8 win should move the 
Wolves up in the state rankings. 
San Ramon came into the game 
as the No. 33 team in the state and 

No. 5 in Northern California, while 
the Spartans came in ranked No. 15 
in the state and No. 3 in Northern 
California.
 Earlier in the week, the team 
defeated De La Salle (5-2) in an 9-
8 clincher. SRV’s Cameron Giroux 
was the high scorer for the wolves 
with three goals. SRV goalie Patrick 
Lancaster recorded 10 saves.

Girls lacrosse

 Monte Vista’s girls took an open-
ing night win over Foothill scoring 
five times in the first 10 minutes. 
 Christina Corsa, who led all 
players with four goals, scored the 
first one for the Mustangs, who 
made it 2-0 when Lauren Goerz 
scored a short time later. Bridget 
Eldred scored the next three goals, 
and Monte Vista led 5-0 with 14:45 
to play in the half.
 Allie Simpson and Corsa made it 
7-0 before Lyssia Porter scored the 
Falcons’ goal with 5:30 to play. But 
the Mustangs were able to answer, 
with Megan Robinson scoring off 
an assist from Aimee Dewan for an 
8-1 lead at the break.
 Both teams rank in the Top 10 in 
Northern California and will vie for 
the top spot this season in the East 
Bay Athletic League.
 Across town, Allie Van Dorn 
put away eight goals in San 
Ramon’s 14-8 non-league win 
over Acalanes last Friday. Two 
goals from Casey Bowles and 
single goals from Cheryl Roullier, 
Addison Virta, Kyun Saiidnia and 
Brittany Lafferty rounded out 
Wolves scoring. 

Boys golf

 San Ramon Valley’s Mike 
Perchak had the round of the day, 
but it wasn’t enough to stop last 
year’s NCS champions. Foothill 
came back from two losses 
Thursday in a 188-195 East Bay 
Athletic League victory over the 
Wolves at Crow Canyon Country 
Club in Danville. 
 The Falcons (3-2 EBAL) Anthony 
Machi and Eric Pitcaithley both 
shot a 2-over 36 for Foothill, which 
avoided falling below .500 in the 
EBAL. Chris Crownover, normally 
the Falcons’ No. 6 player, moved 
into the first group and posted a 37.
 Mike Perchak had the round of 
the day, a 1-over 35 for the Wolves 
(3-2).

Boys tennis

 In a battle between two unde-
feated teams, the host Mustangs 
(6-0 EBAL) swept the doubles to 
defeat the Wolves (5-1).
 Besides winning all three dou-
bles matches in straight sets, the 
Mustangs were victorious in the 
No. 3 through No. 5 singles match-
es in straight sets and narrowly lost 
the No. 6 singles, Charley Ma edg-
ing Andrew Jones, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4.
 But the Wolves No. 1 and No. 2 
singles battled it out. San Ramon 
Valley’s Bryan Cox took the No. 
1 singles, beating Chris Myers 6-
4, 6-1. And Chris Parent battled 
Mustang’s Alex Starr to three 
games for the victory. ■

E-mail photos to 
Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com.

San Ramon Valley’s Bryan Cox (left) bashes Monte Vista’s Chris Myers 6-4, 
6-1 in the No. 1 singles match last week, while Myers (above) connects with a 
backhand. Both boys tennis teams were undefeated going in, but the Mustangs 
swept the doubles matches to defeat the Wolves.

Friday, March 30
Boy’s Lacrosse: Monte Vista vs. 
Granada, 7 p.m.; San Ramon Valley at 
Amador, 7 p.m.
Girl’s Lacrosse: Monte Vista at 
Granada, 5 p.m.; San Ramon Valley 
vs. Amador, 7 p.m.
Baseball: San Ramon Valley vs. 
Foothill, 3:45 p.m.

Friday-Saturday, March 30-31
Track and Field: Stanford Invitational 
and Stanford University
Swimming and Diving: San Ramon 
Valley at Livermore, 3:45 p.m.

Saturday, March 31
Boy’s Lacrosse: Monte Vista vs. 
Foothill, 4 p.m.

Boy’s Volleyball: San Ramon Valley 
at Leland

Monday, April 2

Girl’s Golf: Freedom TournaBoyt, 
8:30 a.m.

Boy’s Golf: Freedom TournaBoyt, 
8:30 a.m.
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TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

Danville  Weekly

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements

* DEADLINE *

The Pleasanton/Danville Weekly
Classifi ed Advertising

deadline is:

Tuesday 12 Noon
through the business offi ce

925-600-0840 x12

Tuesday 11:59 PM
through Fogster.com 

Avoid the last-minute rush -
Place your ad early! 

Dinner and Dancing at Westover
Donate Vehicle 
running or not accepted! Free Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Noahs Arc - Support No 
Kill Shelters, Animal Rights, Research to 
Advance Veterinary Treatments/Cures. 
1-866-912-GIVE (Cal-SCAN)
Donate your car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save A 
Child’s Life Through Research & Support! 
It’s Fast, Easy & Tax Deductible. Please 
Call Today 1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)
HOME ASSISTANT NEEDED 
Seeking aide to run errands in my 
vehicle. Clean DMV record. Light clean-
ing & cooking. Disabled mom- no nursing 
reqd. Hrs 11am-3:30pm twice weekly.
Compensation to be negotiated. Call
 925-736-4960 Rocy (Rosie)
Pregnant? 
Considering Adoption? Talk with car-
ing people specializing in matching 
birthmothers with families nationwide. 
EXPENSES PAID. Toll free 24/7 Abby's 
One True Gift Adoptions 1-866-413-
6293. (AAN CAN)
Take a free SAT test!
Tri-Valley Cheer

120 Auctions
* Land Auction * 
200 Properties must be sold! Low 
down/E-Z Financing. Free catalog. 1-
877-253-2161. www.LandAuction.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS

for all ages
Try something new for Spring! 

Call Benneta Heaton 
(925) 820-1169 

~ located in Danville ~

135 Group Activities
Art Appreciation Class

Finding The Deep River Within 
Taming the "To-Do" List: A Woman's 
Guide to Recovering Balance 
and Meaning in Everyday Life
Two 7-week workshops 
to be offered in April. 
For more information, visit www.
n o w v i l l e . c o m / b a r b a r a k e l l e y

Learn How To Play Bocce!

140 Lost & Found
Lost Dog

150 Volunteers
Host Families needed
Meals on Wheels Drivers

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
$500 Police Impounds 
Cars from $500! Tax Repos, US Marshal 
and IRS Sales! Cars, Trucks, SUVs, 
Toyotas, Hondas, Chevys, more! For 
Listings Call 1-800-298-4150 ext. C107. 
(AAN CAN) 
BMW 2002 530i - $29,000
BMW 2003 X5 3.0i - $29,888
Chevrolet 2005 Corvette - $39,999
Honda 2001 Accord EX V6 - $11800 
obo
Mercedes-Benz 2003 E Class E500 
- $28,888
Pace Arrow 1989 Motor Home - 
$15,000.
Toyota 1994 4RUNNER- 4 X 4 - $3300

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Livermore, 356 Edythe St, Mar 24 &25 
9-3:30
Livermore, 366 Anna Maria Street, 
March 24 & 25, 1-4pm
Pleasanton, 1308 Vailwood Ct., Mar. 
31, 7am-12pm 
We are selling furniture and other house-
hold items as well as some baby clothes 
and toys.
Pleasanton, 7936 Kemper Ct, Sun 
8-11
Lots of furniture in great condition. new 
bombay china cabinet; glass top table; 
brand new toys. Sun 8-11. 

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Blue Delft pitcher - $59
Coffee Mill, Pepper Mill & Spice - $89
Garantied Forged Grinder - $39

220 Computers/
Electronics
Misc. Computer Accessories - $8
Stereo Color Zenith TV 21inches, - 15
WINDOWS VISTA Home Basic - $140

240 Furnishings/
Household items
2 White patio chairs, 5 baskets - $1 
- $5
Candles - $15
Computer Unit - $900
Dining Room Set. - $500.00

Furnishings
Oak ent. ctr $250, Computer desk 
$100, 8’ artif. potted tree $7.50
Call 925-837-2870
KitchenAid Refrigerator - $ 200
round dinner table - 20
Salton Toastmaster SandwichMaker - 
$6
sectional sofa$ 400.925-461-9085
TV/Stereo Armoire - $500.00

245 Miscellaneous
$9 Prescription Eyeglasses 
Custom made to your prescription, styl-
ish plastic or metal frame, Highindex, 
UV protection, antiscratch lens, case, 
lenscloth for only $9. Also available: 
Rimless, Titanium, Children's, Bifocals, 
Progressives, Suntints, ARcoating, 
etc. Http://ZENNIOPTICAL.COM 
( A A N  C A N )

2 nice lamps with table, basket - $10 
each

2006 CLUB CAR GOLF CART 
2003 CLUB CAR/GOLF CART
BLACK. LIFTED, POLISHED WHEELS, 
CUSTOM CD PLAYER AND SPEAKERS, 
RUNS ON GAS, $8,000.00 OR BEST OFFER

Y V S O F T B A L L @ A O L . C O M
BOB 925-766-0593
6 feet high Christmas Tree - $25
A round table, - $20
DIRECTV
Satellite Television, FREE Equipment, 
FREE 4 Room Installation, FREE HD 
or DVR Receiver Upgrade w/rebate. 
Packages from $29.99/mo. Call 1-800-
380-8939. (AAN CAN)
Polaroid Joycam - $7
Power Wheelchairs 
and SCOOTERS at little or no cost to 
seniors/disabled with Medicare, MediCal 
or Insurance. Free Delivery, Training 
and Warranty. ProHealth Mobility. 1-877-
740-4900. www.ProHealthMobility.com 
(Cal-SCAN)
Stamping and Scrapbook Supplies

Steel Buildings Hardship 
Sales: $10,000 Delivered. Others 
Available. 1-800-964-8335. Ref Code 
NP1.(Cal-SCAN)

250 Musical 
Instruments
Patio Chairs & more - $1 - $10

Yamaha Portable Grand DGX-500 — - $ 
500

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Iron Master - $500

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
Offered
LINA’S DAY CARE 
Many years experience. Accept newborn 
to 4 yrs. Small group - more attention.
Call Lina 925-249-1298

355 Items for Sale
A box of boys clothes only - $15

booster &step, potty, potty seat - $5—-
$10

Huffy Seastar 12.5 inches bike, - 20

Pajamas for kids 3-4 years old - $3 -$7

Mind
& Body

455 Personal Training
TriValleyTrainer.com (dublin/pleas-
anton/livermore) 

WOMENS FITNESS BOOT CAMP 
CLASSES
Danville, Alamo, Walnut Creek, 
Lafayette,LOOSE WEIGHT, GAIN 
STRENGTH AND ENDURANCE! Fun, 
motivated classes, One hour a day.NO 
MATTER YOUR FITNESS LEVEL - YOU CAN 
TRAIN LIKE AN ATHLETE, MOVE LIKE AN 
ATHLETE AND LOOK LIKE AN ATHLETE. 
WE’LL SHOW YOU HOW! 925-457-4587
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com 

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
BUILDING ATTENDANT, CITY OF SAN 
RAMON
Part Time- starts at $10.95 per hour. 
Flexible shifts, afternoon, evenings and 
weekends. Must be 18 years of age. Set 
up rooms for recreation activities, moni-
tor building, light clean-up and securing 
facilities. Please call 925.973.3218 for 
a full job description and interview.

Cardio Fitness Trainer 
Sound of the Wind is a unique, fun 
personal training facility located in San 
Ramon. Our cardio fitness trainer posi-
tion is an entry-level part-time posi-
tion. The hours are Monday-Thursday 
evenings or Monday-Friday mornings.
Job Description: The cardio fitness 
trainer follows and implements cardio 
fitness programs written specifically 
for the clients of Sound of the Wind.
Prior experience is not necessary. 
Will train for the position. Must work 
well with a variety of ages, both gen-
ders, and a multitude of personalities. 
Need to be open-minded to learning.
If you are interested, please contact 
Michelle at soundofthewind@yahoo.com.

Educator
The Dublin San Ramon Services District 
is looking for a temporary, part-time 
science teacher to make classroom 
presentations about conserving water, 
keeping it clean, and recycling it. If 
you're interested, please call the DSRSD 
jobline at (925) 551-7230 or go to www.
dsrsd.com for more information. EOE
HAIRSTYLIST, MANICURIST, 
ESTHETICIAN
STATIONS FOR RENT
Great downtown Danville 
location w/parking. 
Call Jane 925-389-1805 (c)
Hiring Great Executive Assistant - 
High Growth Consulting Firm 
Leading medical consultant needs top-
level support 25+/- hrs/wk to keep 
business running smoothly.Great phone/
PC skills. $25/hr +bonus sm2exec@
comcast.net

Home Mail Processors needed. 
Freelancer Job. 
Easy, pleasant work in the mail-order 
industry. 
Up to $35k per a year. No 
Experience needed. 
Info: http://www.businesspack.biz/
vacancies.html

HOUSECLEANERS NEEDED
Good Wages ~ Weekly Pay
Ideal Hours ~ Paid Mileage

Car, CDL & insurance are necessary
Call Merry Maids/Pleasanton

(925) 462-0991

MARKETING / PUBLIC RELATIONS

PT position in small Pleasanton 
insurance office; Avg 20 hrs per 
week; No insurance exp necessary 
- past PR and marketing experi-
ence a plus. Email resume to:
 eileen@superiorltc.com

NANNIES NEEDED!!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!

$13-18/hr
A Nanny Connection

925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

Retail Sales Associate 
Scandia Down, San Ramon - Bishop 
Ranch, has openings for perm P/T 
day hours. Enjoy selling bed/bath 
items & bed linens in a great store. 
Apply in person.

SENIOR BUILDING ATTENDANT, CITY 
OF SAN RAMON 
Part Time- $15.45-$20.34 per hour. In a 
supervisory role to Building Attendants, 
provide leadership and functional super-
vision for facility rentals. This position 
ensures that all policies are executed 
during all events. This position is avail-
able weekday evenings and weekends. 
Primary tasks include enforcement of 
facility policies, setup for events, assist-
ing with staff needs, monitoring events 
and securing the facilities. Moderate 
physical labor is required. Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Please call 
925.973.3218 if interested.

Work At Home 
Hiring People for Home Based Work. 
Part-time Job offering. Stable income 
from $3,000 to $5,000 Every Month! 
No set up fees, Nothing to buy. Visit 
us at www.finway.biz/vacancies.html 
or email staff@finway.biz

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM
PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering FREE 
postings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. Most 
listings are free print ad 
in our Peninsula news-
papers with the option 
of photos and additional 
lines. Exempt are Business 
Services and Employment 
ads, which include a web 
listing charge. Home ser-
vices and Mind & Body 
Services, require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.
So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

INDEX
■ BULLETIN BOARD 

100-155
■ FOR SALE 

200-270
■ KIDS STUFF 

330-355
■   JOBS

510-585
■   BUSINESS

SERVICES
600-690

■   HOME
SERVICES
700-799

■  FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance 
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing 
Co. reserves the right to refuse, edit or 
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion 
without prior notice.

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

Danville  Weekly

No phone
 number in the ad? 

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact
information

SMOG INSPECTION

EPPS TEST ONLY SMOG

925-462-1097
Harry’s Auto Repair

Test and Repair

925-462-3237
or

No Appointments Necessary!
183-B Wyoming St., Pleasanton • Mon-Sat 9-5

 + $8.25 CERT.$35 with
coupon(     )Special

fogster.com



Work At Home 
Hiring People for Home Based 
Work. Part-time Job offering. Stable 
income from $3,000 to $5,000 Every 
Month! No set up fees, Nothing to 
buy. Visit us at www.finway.biz/vacan-
cies.html or email staff@finway.biz

550 Business 
Opportunities
$250,000.00
FIRST YEAR Potential. Successful 
Entrepreneur Seeks 3 Motivated Self 
Starters. Must Be Money Motivated and 
Ready To Start Now. Call 1-888-579-
0374 Now! (Cal-SCAN)
$700-$800K Free Cash Grants 
2007! Personal bills, School, Business/
Housing. Approx. $49 billion unclaimed 
2005! Almost Everyone Qualifies! Live 
Operators Listings 1-800-592-0362 Ext. 
235. (AAN CAN)
** Credit Repair ** 
We Legally Remove Collections, Repo’s, 
Bankruptcies, Medical, Judgments, oth-
ers etc. Raise credit scores! Honest. 
No Gimmicks. Member Better Business 
Bureau. www.USLCR.com 1-888-687-
1300, 1-888-687-1400.(Cal-SCAN)
1000 Envelopes = $5000 
Receive $5 for every envelope stuffed 
with our sales material. Guaranteed! Free 
information: 24 hour recording 1-800-
785-7076. (AAN CAN) 
A Cash Cow! 
30 Vending Machines/You Approve Each 
Location. Entire Business $10,970. 
1.800.VENDING (1.800.836.3464). 
www.1800Vending.com.(Cal-SCAN)
All cash candy route. 
Do you earn $800 a day? 30 machines 
and candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 
880 Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY. 1-888-
625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)

Climbing the Corporate Ladder? 
Opportunity to earn Executive level 
income from home. Average people 
using a simple system. 2 minute msg 
: 877-407-3071

Discover how to 
Earn up to $750 a day from your 
home! Be your own boss. Enjoy Financial 
Freedom. www.750aDay.com Phone 1-
904-346-1165. (Cal-SCAN)
Display Advertising 
Reach over 3 million Californians.140 
community newspapers. Cost $1800 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad (that works 
out to about $12.86 per newspaper). 
Call (916) 288-6019 displayad@cnpa.
com (Cal-SCAN)
Earn Extra Income 
assembling CD cases from Home. Start 
Immediately. No Experience Necessary. 
1-800-405-7619 ext. 150 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)
Make $150/Hour 
Get Paid Cash for Your Opinion! Earn $5 
to $75 to fill our simple surveys online. 
Start NOW! http://www.paidchoice.com 
(AAN CAN) 
Movie Extras, Actors, Models! 
Make $100-$300/day. No Experience 
Required, Meet celebrities, Full Time/
Part Time, All looks needed! Call Now! 
1-800-556-6103 extension 528. (AAN 
CAN)
Online Travel Business 
60% comm - no selling - Great Opp. 
925-321-4774
Post Office Jobs Available 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K Annually 
including Federal Benefits and OT. Paid 
Training, Vacations. PT/FT. 1-800-584-
1775 Ext. 4401 USWA (AAN CAN) 

Reach over 6 million 
Californians!240 newspapers statewide. 
Classified $550 for a 25-word ad. Call 
(916) 288-6019 classad@cnpa.com. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Start your own 
Landscape Curbing Business- High 
Demand. Low Overheads. High Profit. 
Training Available. Priced from $12,000. 
1-800-667-5372. www.EdgeMaster.net 
(Cal-SCAN)

Vending Routes 
Professional. All Brands, All Sizes. Drinks 
& Snacks. Healthy & Energy. Great 
Equipment. Great Support! Finances w/ 
$6,500 Down! (877) 843-8728, Local 
BO2002-037 (AAN CAN) 

560 Employment 
Information
$22,000 -Chance of a Life 
Become a CA Surrogate! If you’re 
already a parent, healthy, a nonsmoker, 
you could become a surrogate! www.
surrogateweb.com (Cal-SCAN)

Awesome First Job! 
Kay's Naturals, 12 new hires, Over 18, 
Travel USA! $500 sign-on! Cash Daily! No 
Experience Necesary. Call Kay, today. 
1-800-988-0650, 1-800-988-0651, 602-
421-3015. (AAN CAN) 

Bartenders 
Many great opportunities. Part time 
and full time shifts available. Make 
$200-$300 per shift. No experi-
ence is required, training provided. 
Call (877) 966-9266 ext. 1000. (AAN CAN) 

Cool Travel Job! 
One Month paid Training! $500 Sign on 
Bonus Must be free to travel & Start 
Today. 1-800-735-7409. (AAN CAN) 

Driver
Don’t Just Start Your Career, Start It 
Right! Company Sponsored CDL training 
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have CDL? 
Tuition Reimbursement! wgreen@crst.
com 1-800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN

Driver take care 
of your Family. Join ours. Consistent 
miles, regional and dedicated runs. 
Company paid Commercial Drivers 
License training. www.SwiftTruckingJobs.
com 1-866-476-6828. EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Driver- 
$5K SIGN-ON Bonus for Experienced 
Teams: Dry Van & Temp Control avail-
able. O/Os & CDL-A Grads welcome. 
Call Covenant 1-866-684-2519 EOE. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Experienced 
& Trainees Needed. Earn up to $40k+ 
next year. No experience required. 
$0 down. CDL Training Available. 
Central Refrigerated 1-800-727-5865 
x4779.(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers act now! 
*Miles*Benefits*Bonus* 36-43cpm/
$1.20pm * $0 Lease New Trucks Only 
3 months OTR. 1-800-635-8669. (Cal-
SCAN)

Europe or Asia? 
You decide! International TEFL Diploma 
cert. course for teaching English abroad. 
4-wk training program in Czech Republic 
or China with FULL JOB PLACEMENT! 
http://www.boland-china.com or http://
www.boland-czech.com or call us at 
314-732-0316. (AAN CAN) 

Government Jobs 
$12-$48/Hr. Full Benefits/Paid Training. 
Work available in areas like Homeland 
Security, Law Enforcement, Wildlife & 
More! 1-800-320-9353 x2001. (AAN 
CAN)

Jobs Jobs Jobs 
California Army National Guard. No expe-
rience. Will pay to train; High school 
Jr./Sr. & Grads/Non-Grads/GED. May 
qualify for $10,000 BONUS. Call 1-800-
GO-GUARD. (Cal-SCAN)

Media Make-Up Artists 
Earn up to $500/day for television, CD/
videos, film, fashion. One week course 
in Los Angeles while building portfolio. 
Brochure 310-364-0665 http://www.
MediaMakeupArtists.com (AAN CAN)

Movie Extras, Actors, Models! 
Make $100-$300/day. No Exp. Req., 
FT/PT All looks needed! 1-800-799-
6215 (AAN CAN) 

National Accesion 
Training Jobs. Outstanding training pack-
age with signing bonus up to $20,000. 
No experience necessary. 8 weeks 
Recruit Training, 4 to 12 months job 
training various locations. Return to 
Hometown Navy Reserve Center as a 
drilling reservist, 1 weekend a month 
and 2 weeks a year. Must be U.S. citizen 
or legal alien under 39. Call 1-800-345-
NAVY. (Cal-SCAN)
Outdoor Youth Counselor 
Do you love the outdoors and help-
ing troubled teens? Immediate open-
ings at Eckerd outdoor therapeutic pro-
grams in Florida, Tennessee, and North 
Carolina. Year-round residential position, 
free room/board, competitive salary/
benefits. Info and apply online: http://
www.eckerdyouth.org. Or fax resume 
to Career Advisor/AN, 727-442-5911. 
(AAN CAN)
Work from home 
on Your PC. Earn $500-$1500/mo PT. 
$2000-$5000/mo FT. FREE Information 
Online @ www.working2play.com or 1-
510-315-6861. (Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS?
Over 18 years experience in 
all aspects of bookkeeping.
No job too big or too small!

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

615 Computers

Computer Help

Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2006 Diablo Magazine

"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: http://come.to/pc-medic

M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p
Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

624 Financial
$700-$800K Free Cash Grants
**2007** Never Repay! Personal/
Medical Bills, School, New Business/
Home etc., Live Operators! Avoid 
Deadlines! Listings, call 1-800-270-1213 
Ext. 232. (AAN CAN) 
Credit Repair! 
Erase bad credit legally Money back 
Warranty, FREEÂ Consultation and 
Information: 888.996.3672 www.amfcs.
com

628 Graphics

659 Sewing/Tailoring

Custom Designed 
Sewing Work

Draperies, Bedding, Pillows, 
Cushions, Embroidery, Alterations

and More!   References available.

Contact Lina,  925-249-1298

Home
Services

715 Cleaning 
Services

A+ / ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING
Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603

BETTY'S OFFICE CLEANING
Affordable ~ Reliable 
17 Yrs Experience 

Cleaning schedule as you require!
925-497-8369

Fax 925-429-3861 
Lic# 5002770 / Bonded

COMPLETE CLEANING SERVICES
Professional cleaning to your request! 

Reliable, affordable, efficient,
 trustworthy.

~ 18 Yrs Experience ~
Call Kristi (925) 216-8718

Dee’s Special Services 
Housecleaning~Organization~Shopping
Call 925-719-5690

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE
Res/Com ~ 10 Yrs Local Exp
Move In/Out, Weekly/Bi-Weekly
Licensed~Insured~Exc. Refs 

"We do windows and 
power wash!"

925-339-6411 or 640-3845

ED’S CLEANING SERVICE
Commercial / Residential

Carpets, floors, upholstery &
window cleanining.
European Job at an

American Price!
Call 925-609-7822

MARTHA'S CLEANING SERVICE
- All Types of Cleaning -

Move In/Out Our Specialty!
10 Yrs Exp ~ Dependable, Quality 

Service
925-997-4669

MERRY MAIDS
“One Less Thing To Worry About”

We are insured, bonded & tailored to 
meet your needs.
925-462-0991

719 Remodeling/
Additions

JUST
 CROWN

MOULDING
(925)216-8163
Trim Installation
Contractor Lic. # 805208

REMODELING CONTRACTOR
Additions, bathrooms, windows, 

doors, interior trim, whole house.
A+Refs~Insured~Lic# 503716

Dan (925) 575-1892

726 Decor & Drapery

One-Day Interior Redesign
Color Consultation, Decorating and Staging
925.998.7747 ■ jilldenton.com

737 Fences & Gates
Borg
Redwood
Fences

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully insured P.L. & P.D. • State Lic. #771763

FREE
Estimates

Insurance Work
“Unsurpassed Quality at Reasonable Prices”

426-9620
www.borgfence.com

Fences • Decks • Retaining Walls
Arbors • Heritage Vinyl Fencing

741 Flooring/
Carpeting/Tiling

A+ CARPET CARE
Carpet Cleaning, Upholstery,

Tile & Grout Restoration
(925) 462-3306

Call for free estimate

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

COMPLETE YARD MAINTENANCE
Tree Service and Clean-Up 

Good Refs Avail ~ 10 yrs Exp
Reasonable Rates / Free Estimates

$70 2x mo ~ $100 4x mo
925-768-4528

VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod & Sprinkler 
Installation, Fence & Deck Repair, 

Waterfalls and Fountains
~ All driveways $8 sq ft ~

Call 925-285-3891
licensed & bonded

www.thorlandscaping.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs

A+ HANDYMAN SERVICES
Serving the Danville area - Exceptional 

Service Guaranteed!
Call 925-785-7652

Pleasanton Home Repair 
& Mntnce

Full Service Residential/Commercial 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Dependable ~ 30 Yrs Exp 

Call 925-577-0542
* Pleasanton Area Only * 

Local Ref~City Lic#040421 
email: ss1177@comcast.net

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE

Yard & Garage clean-up / Dump runs / 
Appliance and Furniture removal / Tree 

and Shrub trimming & removal -
 Tree Experts! 

Low Rates / Free Estimates
925 899-5655

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

Quality Interior & Exterior

PAINTING
by CAMBRIDGE
925-462-0655
* Spring Special *

10% Off
Lic # 747906

PAINT COLOR CONSULTATIONS
We'll help you select the

perfect colors for your home.
Changing Spaces 

by Jill Denton
jilldenton.com 925-998-7747

PERFECTION
Painting & Wallpapering

Free Estimates & Low Rates!
(925) 485-3545 or 699-5800

CA Lic. #040142

775 Asphalt/
Concrete

DANVILLE CONCRETE
Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall. 

Any concrete finishing
(925) 736-8042

790 Roofing
ATTENTION HOME OWNERS!
* Are you 100% waterproof?

* Do you have dry rot?
* Are you in need of

roof repair?
We can save you

BIG MONEY - don’t delay!
----------------------

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
32 Years Expert Roofi ng

~ Family Owned & Operated ~
FREE EST/ SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Real Estate Inspection
$150 until 06/2007

Leak Detection / Tile / Gutters
Skylights / Fire-safe Wood

Shingles & Shakes
-----------------------

ALTAMONT ROOFING
DESIGNS

925-460-0500
925-339-4084

Member BBB             Lic# 360176

792 Pool Services
Johnny’s Pond & Aquarium Service 
* Free Estimates
* Great Cleaning
* Fair Prices
Call 510-909-7453 (c)
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✔
✔
✔ ✔ NO DATA-NO CHARGE

15% OFF
LABOR

with this ad

1601 North Main Street • Walnut Creek, CA 94596 • www.cciathome.com

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

— Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only —

Daily Visits ¥ Licensed ¥ Bonded

your kitty s well being
is precious to me...

Caring for your kitties
in your home

925.846.4956 ¥ joyfurtado@hotmail.com

fogster.com
fogster.com

fogster.com

Buy or sell online.



Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
San Ramon, 3 BR/2 BA - $1750/mo

805 Homes for Rent
Danville, 3 BR/1 BA - $2300/mo
Pleasanton, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2,200

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
3 Bdr, 2.5ba In Pleasanton - $678,800
Danville, 4 BR/3 BA - $1,235,000

FREE SEMINARS
Take Control Of Your Adjustable 

Rate Mortgage
April 2, 7-8 PM; Pleasanton Library
Understanding Your Credit Score

April 7, 10-11 AM; 
City of Dublin Library

RSVP (800)-348-5780 x7772 
(Message Line) or RSanMateo@

HomeEquityGroup.net
More Details at: 

TriValleyLoanTips.com

San Rafael, 2 BR/1 BA 
Marin Condo Private Cedar Sauna, 
gated deck, remodeled - open Sun 1-4 
415-457-3610 or 707-479-1124 (cell)

San Ramon, 2 BR/2 BA - $459,000

830 Commercial/
Income Property
NEW WAREHOUSE W/ OFFICE 
2200 sqft $2200/mo 
Contact Brad (510)851-6647

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
PINE CREST 
Rustic cabin by the lake
Call 925-837-2870

845 Out of Area
Arizona’s Best Bargain 
36AC $59,900. Perfect for private 
retreat. Endless views, beautiful set-
ting w/fresh mountain air. Abundant 
wildlife. Secluded with good access. 
Financing available. Call AZLR 1-877-
301-5263.(Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
1st time offered. 
40 acres $39,900; 80 acres $69,900. 
Near Moses Lake, WA. 300 days of 
sunshine. Mix of rolling hills and rock 
outcroppings. Excellent views, private 
gravel roads, ground water and easy 
access! Financing available. Call WALR 
1-866-585-5687. (Cal-SCAN)

Fish Lake Valley, NV 
A bargain! 10ac Trout Stream $59,900 
(Abuts BLM). Eastern slope of White 
Mtns, Within looming presence of 
Nevada’s highest peak and range. Snow 
covered year round. Providing cool, 
clean water that feeds the Rainbow Trout 
Creek which borders the entire back 
boundary. One of a kind! Inspiring, must 
see! Call 1-877-349-0822.(Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico 
FIRST Time Offer. Adjacent to Lake 
Sumner. 10 acres - $15,900. Rare 
riverfront property in NM. Incredible set-
ting, including frequently running Pecos 
River, views and diverse topography. 5 
minutes to Recreational Lake. Limited 
number of small ranches. Excellent 
financing. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-
9760. (Cal-SCAN)

Western New Mexico 
20 acres $49,990. Scenic region, tall 
trees, views, wildlife, borders BLM, elec-
tricity. Horseback riding, hiking, hunting. 
Perfect for ranch, getaway, or retire-
ment. 100% financing. Call 1-866-365-
4122. (Cal-SCAN)

Wyoming Ranch Dispersal 
35 acres - $59,900; 75 acres - 
$108,900. Snow-capped mountain 
views. Surrounded by gov’t land. 
Abundant wildlife. Recreational paradise. 
Low taxes. EZ Terms. Call Utah Ranches, 
LLC. 1-888-703-5263.(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

UCB Real Estate

Ed Antenucci
owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I’ll Listen!

Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience & 
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Roommates.com
All areas. Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. Find your 
roommate with a click of the mouse! 
Visit: www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 
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Thank you 
for being a friend
Meet a golden girl named Nickie. 
At 10 years old, Nickie is a mem-
ber of the East Bay SPCA’s Silver 
Muzzle Club. Nickie is a spayed 
female Shepherd/Hound mix who 
says, “Experience counts!” The 
great thing about senior animals 
is that they are often well-trained, 
housebroken, calm and have 
established personalities. Nickie 
is one of these special animals. 
Visit her at the SPCA and you’ll 
notice she is so loyal she keeps 
her eyes on you at all times. 
Nickie will chase small animals 
so she needs a family who will 
keep her safe and warm inside 
the home. Nickie weighs 60 
pounds and she loves to go for 
walks. Visit Nickie at the Tri-Val-
ley Adoption Center of the East 
Bay SPCA, 4651 Gleason Drive, 
Dublin, open Wednesday and 
Thursday from 1 to 8 p.m. and 
Friday through Sunday from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Call 479-9670. See 
Nickie and more pets in the Silver 
Muzzle Club at www.eastbay-
spca.org.

fogster.com

Shop Local
Sell Local
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  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Buying&&Selling

One of the first milestones to 
be encountered for any mar-
ried couple is the purchase of 

their first home.
 Throughout much of the coun-
try that means coming up with 
$150,000-$300,000 to get into that 
first residence. Here in Danville, 
though, where housing costs are 
much higher, getting into a house 
can be a bit trickier.
 It’s not impossible, it’s just more 
difficult, says Ginny Mees, a Realtor 
with Keller-Williams.
 Mees said she has sold homes to 
young couples in a first time home-
buying experience. One such couple 
was Scott Ware and his wife Megan 
Bly.
 Ware, 31, is employed by Yahoo 
and Bly, 32, is a school teacher. The 
pair has spent the last few years liv-
ing in San Jose on a property Ware 
purchased prior to being married. 
Now, though, they’ve decided to buy 
their first home together.
 He said they looked at a lot of 
possible locations in and around the 
city before settling on the Danville/
Alamo area.

 “Well, I’m from Danville so I’ve 
wanted to live there for a while,” he 
said. “We looked all over and found 
that this one let us be close to family 
with a good commute to the South 
Bay. It was all those aspects that 
drew us in.”
 Ware said once they began to 

zero in on a location they did a lot 
of research online prior to meeting 
with a Realtor.
 “We looked online to see what 
was available and what we could get 
in our price range,” he said.
 This led them to Mees, who took 
them out and showed them various 
houses that fit within their budget. 
As they viewed homes, their initial 
plan for buying a house changed.
 “When we started we were think-
ing about getting something that we 
could get into and then either update 
or add on as time passed,” Ware said. 
“We looked at a lot that we could 
build on, another where we’d tear 
down the existing house and rebuild 
and others where we’d add on.”
 At the time they were looking in 
a range just over $1 million. Ware 
said Mees suggested they looked at 
things just above their price range, 
in the area of $1.7 million and they 
found that they were able to get 
more house.
 “We were surprised by how much 
of a difference it made,” Ware said. 

Finding that home sweet home
Figure out your needs and research 

neighborhoods as well as lending options by Geoff Gillette

Megan Bly and Scott Ware just bought their 
first home together in Alamo.

The kitchen was a big draw for the couple, who added the funds they first intend-
ed for renovations into their purchase price.

➤ Continued on page 29

COURTESY SCOTT W
ARE

COURTESY SCOTT W
ARE

Just 2 hours from Bay Area located on the shores of 
magnificent Lake Don Pedro, Ranches from 42–92 
acres with spectacular views of the Lake and beyond to 
Yosemite.  Prices start from $595,000 (5 available)

Danville 925 648 2077 - Johnny Campbell
Jamestown 209 984 0777 - Pat Bruno

SIERRA FOOTHILLS

ALASKA | ARIZONA | CALIFORNIA | COLORADO | FLORIDA | HAWAII | IDAHO | ILLINOIS | INDIANA 

KANSAS | MISSOURI | NEVADA | NEW MEXICO | OKLAHOMA | OREGON | TEXAS | WASHINGTON

925.831.1950 office

925.330.4259 direct
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R E A L  E S T A T E  B U Y I N G  &  S E L L I N G

Alamo
3 Bedrooms

20 Kemline Ct. $1,499,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 997-5120
10 Camille Pl. $1,618,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451

4 Bedrooms
46 Vista Lane $1,495,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Intero Real Estate 672-2499

5 Bedrooms
101 Vagabond Way $2,295,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 577-0525

Antioch
4 Bedrooms

5009 Deerspring Ct. $629,999
Sat 1-4 Intero Real Estate 251-2526 

Blackhawk
3 Bedrooms

293 Live Oak Dr. $1,250,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451
133 Kingswood Cr. $905,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 577-4004

4 Bedrooms
34 Magnolia Pl. $1,895,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 648-5346

5 Bedrooms
4065 Eagle Nest Ln. $1,325,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-1666

Concord
4 Bedrooms

5563 Playa Nogal $774-950
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 285-0716

Danville
2 Bedrooms

394 Unit 703 Ilo Ln. $455,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 577-4004

3 Bedrooms
1954 S. Forest Hill Pl. $699,000
 1-4 Intero Real Estate 830-3999
56 Summer Hill Ct. $729,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-8411
35 Mountain Valley Pl. $754,950
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-8411
2107 Myrtle Beach Ln. $774,900
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4161
35 Saint Tropez Ct. $849,950
Sun 2-5 Intero Real Estate 998-5969

4 Bedrooms
4372 Mansfield Dr. $1,019,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 980-4816
585 Glasgow Cr. $1,029,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 518-1001
944 La Gonda Way $1,050,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell 831-3337
820 Feather River $1,159,900
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 216-7092
718 St. George Rd. $1,375,000
Sun 1-5 Intero Real Estate 451-7287
520 Edinburgh Cr. $1,479,500
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 323-6311
11 Jillian Way $1,599,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 648-5342
5950 Bruce Dr. $3,998,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451
112 Lawnview Cr. $619,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4075
18 Haskins Ranch Cr. $835,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-1666
315 Gil Blas Rd. $875,000
Sun 1-4 Clarke Stone - Intero 855-4108
654 Adobe Dr. $984,900
Sun 1:30-4 Prudential 200-0426

5 Bedrooms
26 Old Town Ln. $1,175,000
Sun 1:30-4 Empire Realty 217-5078

Diablo
3 Bedrooms

130 El Nido Ct. $1,995,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 648-5346

Lafayette
4 Bedrooms

35 Sunrise Ln. $924,950
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 899-9651

Martinez
5 Bedrooms

146 Blue Canyon Dr. $749,900
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 683-6339

Moraga
2 Bedrooms

1982-D Ascot Dr. $479,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 202-5508

Pleasant Hill
3 Bedrooms

33 Santa Lucia Ct. $634,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4164

San Ramon
3 Bedrooms

1504 Dawn Ct. $589,000
Sun 1:30-4 Intero Real Estate 586-5456
1103 Radiant Ln. $599,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 830-3999
140 Shadow Cr. $715,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 876-4459
929 Vista Pointe Dr. $789,000
Sun 1-4 Larry Williams - Intero 855-4128

4 Bedrooms
310 Andros Dr. $1,095,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4118
9367 Mediar Dr. $1,099,000
Sun 2-5 Intero Real Estate 251-2555
4108 Lilac Ridge Rd. $1,449,950
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4075
5577 Satin Leaf Way $2,289,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-8411
88 Shaw Pl. $759,000
Sun 1-5 Intero Real Estate 736-8411
856 Springbrook Dr. $854,900
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4046

5 Bedrooms
3125 Tewksbury Way $1,359,000
Sun 1-4 Larry Williams - Intero 855-4128
2826 Bethany Rd. $1,499,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 785-1386

6 Bedrooms
251 Royal Palm Pl. $1,059,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4096

Walnut Creek
2 Bedrooms

1315 Alma Ave. $739,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4018

Dublin
3 Bedrooms

7896 Gate Way $599,000
Sun 1:30-5 Intero Real Estate 855-4134

Livermore
3 Bedrooms

298 Windward Cmn #2 $549,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 785-4546
4740 Kimberley Common $639,000
Sun 1-4 Joe Frazzano - ReMax 735-7653

4 Bedrooms
5348 Hillflower Dr. $640,000
Sun 1-4 Remax Accord 516-6321

O P E N H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D

Danville
5211 Blackhawk Drive T. 
& D. Burke to E. Marshall for 
$1,875,000
340 Bridgeside Circle J. & C. 
Erickson to R. & D. O’Neil for
$650,000
1700 Cottswald Street 
KB Homes to D. Rose for 
$1,082,500
1703 Cottswald Street KB
Homes to R. & S. Padovani for 
$892,500
1708 Cottswald Street KB
Homes to K. & G. Freitas for 
$895,000
922 El Rincon Road A.
Simpelo to C. & R. Brazeel for 
$1,130,000
267 Fairway Drive A.
Harford to T. & M. Loukos for 
$1,175,000
3139 Fox Creek Drive P. & 
B. Bize to D. & S. Shin for 
$1,400,000
2232 Genoa Street Lennar
Homes to T. Tom for 
$1,032,000
2240 Genoa Street Lennar
Homes to S. Saw for $939,000
2360 Holly Oak Drive Noon
Trust to A. & D. Kalliaras for  
$1,550,000
63 Joya Lane Anderson
Trust to M. & M. Felardo for 
$620,000
2442 Marsanne Street Lennar
Homes to I. & J. Vasquez for  
$1,346,000
558 Morninghome Road 
S. & J. Reuveni to K. & C. 
Kawamura for
$1,102,500
112 Quinterra Lane S.
Grenn to C. & K. Gregory for 
$1,079,000
132 Rimini Court Lennar
Homes to M. Khan for 
$1,063,500
1001 River Rock Lane J. & C. 
Marsala to R. & L. Larocca for  
$785,000
1205 Robyn Drive Texeira-
Torres Trust to K. & B. Telle for  
$900,000

264 San Rey Place Haas
Trust to R. & P. Branchini for 
$900,000
55 Sierra Ridge Court B. & 
M. Hess to C. O’Connor for 
$911,500
820 St. George Road S. & K. 
Thompson to S. & M. Gouig for  
$1,139,000
250 Tim Court Sherwood Trust 
to J. & M. King for $1,550,000
338 West El Pintado Road 
E. & D. Langthorn to M. & T. 
Fitzpatrick
for $719,000

Diablo
2315 Caballo Ranchero 
Drive Milich Trust to C. Ohaver 
for
$2,020,000

Walnut Creek
382 Beacon Ridge Lane 
Doner Trust to C. Berge for 
$775,000
1002 Burlington Court 
Lausten Trust to R. & L. 
Harness for  
$810,000
2055 Cactus Court #4 D. & J. 
Marcellini to Harford Trust for  
$450,000
348 Clarkin Court T. & S. 
Darcy to Schuman Trust for 
$1,490,000
725 Cree Court E. Zemach to 
T. Dorsey for $1,141,000
1470 Creekside Drive #24 
J. & C. Caskie to M. West for 
$405,000
3553 Eris Court T. & A. 
Weibert to D. & M. Enos for 
$1,200,000
173 Glen Court Ozorio Trust 
to H. Mirmotalebisohi for 
$756,000
782 Hilton Road R. Douglass 
to M. & S. Henson for 
$959,000
1819 Holland Drive Deroeck 
Trust to G. He for $498,000
2600 Jones Road #26 G.
Jevons to C. Richison for 
$438,000
1352 Las Juntas Way #B L.
Xue to M. Nawaz for $389,000

415 Las Lomas Way M. & S. 
Tiffany-Brown to J. McNerthney 
for
$867,500
1949 Meadow Road D. & A. 
Cartwright to Avelar Trust for 
$925,000
440 North Civic Drive #208 
Johnson Trust to V. Sabiev for  
$277,000
2677 Oak Road #104 Scott
Trust to S. Chavanne for 
$435,000
2723 Oak Road #B M.
Messina to T. & S. Carroll for 
$429,000
2169 Ptarmigan Drive #2 
Vanwesterborg Trust to Dejager 
Trust for  
$473,000
2100 Skycrest Drive #12 
Prince Trust to C. & L. Brown 
for
$420,000
1833 Skycrest Drive #4 
V. Gronert to E. Kapust for 
$285,000
1434 Stanley Dollar Drive 
#4A Finney Trust to E. & D. 
Langthorn  
for $525,000
4024 Terra Granada Drive #1 
Finn Trust to C. Villaluz for  
$450,000
3288 Terra Granada Drive 
#3A Carrick Trust to L. 
Roszkos for
$490,000
1256 Terrebonne Drive 
Rodriguez Trust to R. Cantu for 
$745,000
1860 Tice Creek Drive #1317 
Komito Trust to M. Matteson 
for
$655,000
155 Via Del Sol E. Beresford-
Wood to M. Dallara for 
$1,200,000
1246 Walker Avenue #112 J.
Fong to Y. Cruz for $310,000
1938 Whitecliff Court Z.
& R. Herscu to L. Freels for 
$950,000
30 Wild Oak Court Valley View 
Development to Wheaton Trust 
for  $2,850,000

Danville
Total sales reported: 23
Lowest sale reported: 
$620,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,875,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,075,500

Diablo
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sale reported: 
$2,020,000
Highest sale reported: 
$2,020,000
Average sales reported: 
$2,020,000

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 29
Lowest sale reported: 
$277,000
Highest sale reported: 
$2,850,000
Average sales reported: 
$744,741

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during February 2007

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource

O P E N H O M E  G U I D E  F O R M
LIST YOUR OPEN HOME HERE

LIST YOUR OPEN HOME HERE!

FAX TO: (925) 837-2278
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY 10 A.M.

OR E-MAIL TO :
OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com
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Delores Gragg
Realtor

925.462.2222 Office
925.989.6500 Cell

Visit
www.deloresgragg.com 
for additional photos 

and virtual tours 
of these homes

344 Cliffside Dr. Danville

Nestled in the Desirable Westside of Danville, 
this Exquisite custom estate is located on an 
acre fl at lot and perfect in every way.  Incred-
ible attention to architectural detail and custom 
fi nishes.  This lovely home features 5 bedrooms 
4.5 baths, 3 fi replaces, game/media room, and a 
separate detached guest house.  Gorgeous Pool/
Spa with out door fi replace, grill and fi re pit 
make this home an entertainer’s delight, awsome 
views of Mt. Diablo. A MUST SEE!

Call for details or for an 
appointment today

EXCEPTIONAL MEDITERRANEAN ESTATE

FOREST HILL ESTATES 
5029 Forest Hill Dr. Pleasanton
5 bedrooms 3 baths 3440 sqft

FOREST HILL ESTATES
5065 Forest Hill Dr. Pleasanton
5 bedrooms 3 baths 3100 sqft  

PLEASANTON HILLS
530 Dolores Place, Pleasanton
3 bedrooms 3 baths 3100 sft

PLEASANTON MEADOWS
4282 Fairlands Dr. Pleasanton
5 bedrooms 2.5 baths 2066 sqft

VALLEY TRAILS
3949 Mount Rainier Court, Pleasanton
4 bedrooms 2.5 baths 1850 sqft

5277 Springdale Ave. Pleasanton
3 bedrooms 2.5 baths  1580 sqft

SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD

COMING SOON
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Estate 
Liquidation

125-D Railroad Ave
(925) 837-2664

Spring
Cleaning? 
We Buy & 

Sell Fun Old 
Things

Danville’s Own

Antiques,
Jewelry 

& Furnishings

Take the stress and concern out of your renovations. 
We use our own skilled in-house remodeling team to provide you 

with superior quality and exceptional turnaround.

Call Today! 925-575-0183

WE SPECIALIZE IN AND CAN INTEGRATE ALL OF THESE AREAS:
• Design & 

Engineering
• Additions

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms 
• Show Garages

• Flooring
• Windows
• Media Systems 

• Crown Molding
• Landscape
• Stone & Tile

Jim Long - General Partner
Office: 925.820.2924 - Cell: 925.575.0183
Fax: 925.736.5174 - Email: jimlong427@aol.com
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“The second time we went out with Ginny 
we found the house in Alamo we are going 
to buy.”
 He knew even before they started looking 
for a house that it was an expensive place to 
live, but going from looking for a fixer-upper 
to the Alamo property they’re buying took 
long deliberation.
 “I had a pretty good idea of what I wanted 
the total cost to be. The only difference is that I 
shifted that money from what I expected to sink 
into the house once I owned it, to the actual 
acquisition of the house,” Ware explained. “It 
wasn’t that hard of a decision until it was time 
to pull the trigger. That was hard.”
 Unlike many first time homebuyers, Ware 
and Bly had funds to use in their purchase 
from a previous business investment. Mees 
said that’s rarely the case with people new to 
homebuying.
 “That doesn’t mean it can’t be done,” she 
added.
 The advice she gives people new to the 
area and looking for their first home is to 
determine their needs.
 “Is it a young working couple with no 
children just looking to get a foothold in 
the area? Then maybe they want to be buy 
a condo or a townhouse,” Mees said. “Do 
they have children and they need a yard and 
access to good schools? Then they may want 
to go with a single family home.”
 Mees said the market is beginning to heat 
up again partly because there are more buyers 
than sellers out there. As of March 8, Mees 
said there were around 130 single family 
homes on the market and only 40 condos.
 She added that the downturn in the market 
has caused prices to dip, which can be a boon 

for a first time homebuyer.
 “Getting a single family home for under 
$660,000 in Danville is unheard of,” she 
noted. Condos can range from $410,000 up 
to nearly $900,000. 
 New homebuyers are advised to first find 
a reputable lender, in order to determine just 
how much they can afford. Next, get in touch 
with a Realtor who knows the area.
 “There are neighborhoods in Danville that 
are great entry level homes for new home-
buyers,” said Mees. “A local Realtor will 
know where they are and can steer you 
toward them.”
 Another tip from Mees is to buy down 

your mortgage.
 “One of the things we recommend to a 
first time homebuyer when you’re buying 
in a higher valued area is rather than focus 
on the price, work on the seller to provide 
a credit to the buyer to help them buy down 
their interest rate. So instead of getting the 
seller to drop $50,000 from the price you 
buy down the mortgage by $50,000,” she 
said. “Dropping the price won’t do much for 
your mortgage payment, but paying down the 
mortgage will. You get more bang for your 
buck.”
 Ware offered these suggestions for those 
who want to buy a home:

• Take your time and narrow down where you 
want to live;
• Research neighborhoods to find ones that 
will serve your needs;
• Drive the neighborhoods once you’ve iden-
tified them;
• Talk to a lender to see what you can afford; 
and then
• Contact a reputable local Realtor to get 
you into the houses or neighborhoods you’ve 
identified.
 Ware said he was pleased with the way the 
process unfolded for them and recommended 
having a solid game plan before jumping into 
the housing market. ■

Sweet home
➤ Continued from page 26

R E A L  E S T A T E  B U Y I N G  &  S E L L I N G

The Alamo home features this wooded back yard, and is in a neighborhood the couple researched as they narrowed their search.

COURTESY SCOTT W
ARE
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925.413.9306

925.621.4062
susiesteele@apr.com

High End Service...Real People Attitude!

PLEASANTON   |   90 0 Main Street   
925.251.1111

apr.com

Whether you are looking to 
sell your Luxury Estate or 
purchase your first Dream 
Home, I strive to satisfy 
your Real Estate Needs! 

Whether you are looking to 
sell your Luxury Estate or 
purchase your first Dream 
Home, I strive to satisfy 
your Real Estate Needs! 

Just Listed in Bridle Creek 
907 Sunnybrook Way, 
Pleasanton
Come home to Luxury and 
enjoy Beautiful Sunsets in  
this stunning 4934 Square 
Foot Avalon Model in one 
of Pleasanton’s most sought 
after communities: Bridle 
Creek!  This 5 Bedroom 5 1/2 
Bathroom 5 year old home on a 
14,355 Square Foot Lot features 
a Spacious Guest House and 
feels like a custom home with far 
too many upgrades to list! 
Offered at $1,998,000.
www.907sunnybrookway.com

Sold in Golden Eagle!

SOLD

Gorgeous Custom Home 
in Golden Eagle in 
Pleasanton with Views 
beyond compare! At the 
end of a culdesac this 
beautiful home features 5 
Bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2 
half baths, and a wonderful 
backyard and pool perfect 
for entertaining!  Call for 
questions and to arrange a 
private showing. 
List Price $2,500,000

127 Monaco Court 
Pleasanton
Fantastic updated family 
home on a court with 
4 Bedrooms Plus, 3 
Bathrooms, upgraded 
Kitchen with Decorator 
Touches throughout and 
3 Car Garage all situated 
on a generous sized lot.
Call for questions and 
to show.
Offered at $1,259,000

Charming in Pleasanton Hills

Call Joe & Nancy

Executive Living and Country Charm

Fabulously updated 4 bedroom 3 bath executive home situated on nearly 
one half acre level lot in a beautiful neighborhood near Black Hawk.  
Soaring ceilings, large windows and hardwood flooring. Large formal 

living and dining rooms. Magnificent granite and stainless kitchen flows 
naturally into the large family room. Outdoor living area includes a pool, 

gazebo, greenhouse and a private irrigation well. Side entry 3 stall 
garage.  New roof, carpeting and fresh paint. 

Pricing available upon request

www.The Combs Team .com

Visit www.thecombsteam.comNancy P. Combs Joe Combs

Professionals You Can
Count on!

Call Joe and Nancy

925-989-6086

Read Joe and Nancy’s Real Estate 
Column in Alive East Bay Magazine

Virtual Tour is on our Website
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Los Altos/Mtn. View
650-917-8526

141 El Camino Real

San Mateo
650-577-8979
1888 S. Norfork

Saratoga
408-871-8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

San Rafael
415-456-2765
863 E. Francisco 

Specializing in the 
Consignment Sale of 
Quality Furniture, 

Accessories and Jewelry

Discover
Home 
Consignment 
Center
And 
SAVE On 
Upscale
Name
Brands

Relieve Stress!

Truckloads of New Items 
Arriving Daily at Prices 

You Will Love!

Danville
(925) 866-6164
1901 Camino Ramon

ATTENTION
REALTORS

Re
alt

or
 S

ta
r A

lli
an

ce
TM

ATTENTION
REALTORS

Want to ...

increase your income?

build your database?

generate new business?

The Realtor Star Alliance     program 

will increase your income while 

helping your clients build wealth

through intelligent, out-of-state real 

estate investing. NorthPoint Real 

Estate Investment Services will 

provide you with free marketing tools 

to help promote you to your client base.

For more information,
contact Wendy Wilson 

at (925) 218-1026.

www.northpointgroup.com

TM



DANVILLE
Fabulous 3.61+/-Acre Property $3,650,000
Property has a tentative map 6-lot subdivision. 
Geotechnic investigations, planning commission 
and conditions of approval are available.
Brad Gothberg 925.977.8965

BLACKHAWK
Breathtaking Storybook Home $3,600,000
Extensive limestone detail. Master suite down plus 
5bds upstairs. Volume ceilings, game room, library, 
dramatic kitchen, wine cellar.  4-car, pool, spa.
Mike Fay 925.838.2239

ALAMO
Best Deal in Alamo $1,499,000
3bd, 3.5ba, over 3700sf custom with library off mas-
ter and a very private separate studio and great RV 
parking and elevator. All in a park-like setting.
Julie Whitmer 925.997.5120

SAN RAMON
New Listing in The Bridges $1,449,950
Fantastic fairway Bridges home with 4 bedrooms, 
3.5 baths, highly upgraded and on the best street! 
Fabulous Mt. Diablo views!
Joyce, Glen & Monica 925.855.4075

DANVILLE
Just Listed . . . Remodeled Masterpiece $1,375,000
Gorgeous 4 bedrooms, 3 baths offer 2900+/-sf of 
luxurious living! Excellent location in prestigious 
community, backs to open space. Must see!
Chris & Lisa Hopkins 925.855.4014

BLACKHAWK
Great Value! $1,325,000
5bd, 3ba, wonderful floor plan, overlooking the golf 
course. Gourmet kitchen w/newer stainless appli-
ances, newer windows.
Carol Erbert 925.736.1666

SAN RAMON
Updated Semi-Custom Home $1,095,000
Located at end of quiet court with 4bd, 2.5ba, newer 
roof, dual pane windows, gourmet kitchen, many 
quality upgrades and no HOA dues!
Dell Van Leuven 925.949.3059

DANVILLE
Absolutely Stunning $1,029,000
One of Diablo Highlands most popular floor plans, 
4bd, 2.5ba, maple hardwood floors & cabinets, all 
freshly painted. Incredible views, terrific location.
Lisa & Greg Doyle 925.855.4046

DANVILLE
Single Level-Bettencourt Ranch $1,019,950
4bd, 2ba, 2442+/-sf on one-quarter+/-acre. New 
paint, flooring and fixtures. Cozy brick fireplace. 
Quiet, secluded, private.
John Fischer 925.855.4146


