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TURN YOUR
UNWANTED JEWELRY...
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The market may be constantly

«..INTO A SPECTACULAR

NEW PIECE! changing, but you're in it

for the long haul.
So am I.

ewelSmiths

esign o Restyle  Restore

JOHNNA FOSCALINA

181 Market Place
San Ramon
925-830:9130
www.jewelsmiths.com

Whether

you're funding your

With over 40 years of combined
experience in financial services and
asset management, Summit
Financial Group partners Nathan
Bennett, Steve Wilcox and Don
Ledoux specialize in retirement
planning and helping small
business owners coordinate their
financial plans and strategies.
Summit’s focus is not only the
success of their clients, as they take
strong interest in their client’s
business and personal lives, but
also the Tri-Valley community.
Their heavy community
commitment includes involvement
with youth and non-profit
programs and the educational
seminars put on by the firm.

A
SUMMIT

FINANCIAL GROUP

Securities and Investment Advisory

SERGIO’S

TRATTORIA

500 BOLLINGER CANYON LANE « SAN RAMON

Located in the Canyon Lakes Shopping Center,
across from Club Sport of San Ramon
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primary residence,
your vacation home,
or your investment
properties, experience

counts. Count on Johnna.

925.831.1950 office
925.330.4259 direct

WWW.JOHNNAS.COM
JFOSCALINA@AOL.COM

Johnna Foscalina

Your Lending Leader since 1990

Diablo Funding Group

CALIFORNIA'S LARGEST BROKERAGE FIRM

Comprehensive Financial Services
2010 Crow Canyon Place Suite 120
San Ramon, CA 94583 « www.summitfingroup.com

925-866-7800

ALASKA | ARIZONA | CALIFORNIA | COLORADO | FLORIDA
| HAWAII | IDAHO | ILLINOIS | INDIANA KANSAS | MISSOURI | NEVADA

| NEW MEXICO | OKLAHOMA | OREGON | TEXAS | WASHINGTON

it Financial Grouy
License # 01067631

ial Services Inc. Securities Dealer, member NASD/SIPC. Summi
TR#0648-2007-21767 DOFU 07/2007

p LLC is independently owned and operated.

PATIO DINING AREA . CHILDREN’S MENU

AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES OF ALL SIZES « LARGE PARKING LOT Tradl tlonal Itallan Cu 1sine

PRESENT THIS INVITATION TO RECEIVE

$10 OFF DINNER
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL $15.95

4 PM TO 5:30 PM « 3 COURSE DINNER

$5 OFF

GRAND BUFFET BRUNCH

$15.95 VALUE

VALID DAILY WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE
OF 2 LUNCH & 2 DRINK ENTREES

MUST PRESENT THIS AD. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS
OR WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT. EXPIRES IN 60 DAYS

COME ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR PATIO

925.968.1658

WWW.SERGIOSTRATTORIA.COM



Streetwise

ASKED ON PROSPECT AVENUE AND HARTZ

Q:

What would you save if your
house were on fire?

My dog—a golden retriever named Cali—and
pictures of my family. Sentimental things. Any
keepsakes. My grandpa was a firefighter in
Chicago and | have a lot of respect for fire-
fighters.

Gail Oney

mom, driver

My grandma’s ceramic bunny collection. My
puppy Lucy, a golden doodle, and my kitty-
cats, Speeder and Dash. Photographs. Videos.
We have a safe, I'd grab that.

Pam Schreitmueller
CFO of domestic affairs

All my tools. They’re in the house—boxes of
tools. My camera, of course, my computer.

| just moved here, and at least | have good
insurance. I've been in and fought a forest fire
at the Russian River, by my grandmother’s
house; we got it to stop and burn up the hill
from her house.

William Lee
engineer

Other than my children, who are 14 and 16,
my pets. They’d be a handful—a dog, Bailey,
a golden retriever, and my cats, Chloe and
Scotch. | adopted them at ARF. | should take
jewelry but it'’s insured so it’s not a priority. If
it weren’t so large, my artwork - one each of
paintings that my two grandmothers did; both
were artists. OK, maybe my diamond earrings.

Linda Gage

elementary school teacher

Probably the usual—photo albums, finan-
cial records. | have a pet bunny named
Hossenfeffer, a stuffy bunny | got when | was
5 (which | wouldn’t worry about). I've never
been in a fire, but | think I'd get the heck out
of there as quickly as | could.

Fred Lewis
retired engineering manager

compiled by Danville Weekly staff

ABOUT THE COVER

After conquering the 29,035-foot summit of Mount Everest, Danville native Curt
Myers talks about what it takes, how he’s changed and the internal drive that pushed
him to the top. Cover design by Manuel Valenzuela.
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homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50
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YOU ARE INVITED!

AAA Travel San Ramon Fair!

Join us at the AAA Travel Fair on Wednesday, July 11
at AAA San Ramon - 2435 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
11:00am - 2:00pm
Learn about exciting family Crwse & Tour specials for 2007/08!

e~ ’ -

The following vendors will be here with great vacation specials!

Disney Destinations, Grand Canyon Railway, Pleasant Holidays, Club Med
Holland America, Royal Caribbean, Carnival Cruise Lines and AAA Sojourns.

Enter to win some great door prizes!
Call AAA Travel at (925) 314-2644 to RSVP

REFRESHMENTS!
SPECIAL ADDED VALUES for AAA Members!

Shipboard Credits and Upgrades!
DOOR PRIZES

Non AAA Members are invited to attend!

Lower Your House Payment
with our "One Month ARM" (with Great New Pricing!)

* Minimum Payment at 1% (APR 5.830%) Example 30year 40 years
¢ Vacation Homes also at 1% Loan Amount $500,000

* 40 Year Term Available for Really Low Payment Ist Year Monthly Payment $1,608  $1,.264
« “Lowest Margins” 2nd Year Max Monthly Payment ~ $1,728  $1,358

« "Stated Income" at no extra cost 3rd Year Max Monthly Payment ~ $1,857  $1,460
« Loan Amounts up to 7 Million 4th Year Max Monthly Payment ~ $1,996  $1,569
« Life Cap of 9.95% 5th Year Max Monthly Payment ~ $2,145  $1,686

*Equity Lines to $750,000*

Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, Cash-out to
pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.

R

PRESIDENT \\.

‘4‘\ s, ‘
Laura Ryan Harry Osmus
925.225.7644 925.225.7647

laura.ryan@wamu.net

W Washington Mutual

5800 Stoneridge Mall Road ¢ Pleasanton, CA 94588

Offer applies only to the 1-Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment amount. The
minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amortization. All payment options are not available
each month. In addition, on 15-year loans, only up to three payment options are available. Interest that accrues between the date of closing and the month preceding the month in which your first
payment is due will be based on the higher of the start rates or the fully indexed rate. APR is effective 4/05/06. The APR and 1.000% start rate are available only to borrowers with FICO scores equal
to or greater than 720. Different start rates and APRs may apply to borrowers with different credit profiles. The APR and 1.000% start rate are also only available on purchase money and non cash-
out refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratios of up to 70% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan
amounts of up to $1.5 million. Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher rates may apply 1-Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without
notice. Alternative pricing options may be available. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV of 70% and pre-

paid finance charges of $3,607.29, a starting interest rate of 1.000%, Index of 4.011%, a Margin of 1.875% and a fully Indexed Rate of 5.886%. On a 30-year loan the APR would be @

harry.osmus @wamu.net

5.982 and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $643.28 to $1,374.20. On a 15-year loan the APR would be 6.052% and the 180 minimum monthly payments would
vary from $1,196.99 to $1,891.35. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts application in: Washington Mutual Bank- many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business
as Washington Mutual Bank, FA- many states; and Washington Mutual Banks fsb- ID, MT, UT.
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You Dream it...

e Interior Trim ¢ Bathrooms
¢ Kitchens ¢ Sheetrock
e Acoustic ¢ Remodels

We'll Hammer Out the Details

925.585.6887
Lic. #725451

0

Vitale Construction

Come find out by joining SunTechnics, the world’s leading
turnkey solar solution provider, for a fun-filled evening
at the Pleasanton Masonic Center. Allow SunTechnics to

educate you about the many benefits of going solar.
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Smog King

Every two years...
You just gotta’ do it.

52 OFF

In & out in
20 minutes

All Smogs Including: ETXR0
e DMV Renewal
e Test Only

* RV's

e Gross Polluters

LICENSED

3440-D
Stanley Blvd. 19 Beta Ct.
Pleasanton San Ramon
925-846-7664 | 925-820-5665

{__Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

Technics

NEWSFRONT

NEWS DIGEST

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

(44 We are now stakeholders
in the Valley. 99

—Beth Chaim Rabbi Dan Goldblatt about the opening of the
new synagogue off Camino Tassajara. See story, page 6.

School district OKs new budget

The school board approved the 2007-08 $199 million
budget for the San Ramon Valley Unified School District
last week. The budget is up $3.7 million over last year. It
includes $515,000 in unused grants; $59,000 in deferred
revenue; and a $100,000 Drug Free Support grant.

In the new budget, expenses exceed revenues by
$248,192. The district's ending balance is $2.1 million,
and its remaining one time reserve totals $4.5 million.
Additionally, the district’s reserve for economic uncertain-
ties is $6 million.

Expenditures have increased due to growth of new
positions, according to staff reports. General Education
staff has been increased by 30 full-time employees, and
General Education classified staffing has increased by 17
full-time employees. The budget will be revised after Gov.
Schwarzenegger signs the state budget.

Road work on Camino Tassajara

The Public Works Department will perform road work in
Danville on Camino Tassajara, Collier Canyon Road and
Highland between July 9 and Oct. 15 as part of Contra
Costa County’s Pavement Management Program. The
schedule may vary depending on weather conditions. One
lane of traffic will be kept open during the chip seal pro-
cess.

The road work will include the application of a chip
seal and a slurry seal to extend the life of the pavement.
The chip seal surface consists of an application of liquid
asphalt followed by “rock chips,” ranging in size from 1/4
to 3/8 of an inch. About two to four weeks later, the slurry
seal will be placed on top of that. The work will result in
an improved driving surface with increased durability, and
a waterproof layer to keep water from reaching underlying
material, thereby preventing potholes.

Motorists cannot drive on the treatments until the lanes
have been reopened to traffic, and then are cautioned to
drive slowly because the pavement can be slippery due
to loose rock. Bicyclists are also warned to be careful. For
more information, call 313-7000.

Looking for artists to recognize

Nominations are now open for the 12th annual Arts
Recognition Awards sponsored by the Arts and Culture
Commission of Contra Costa County. Candidates in the
performing, visual and literary arts as well as arts educa-
tion, administration and philanthropy are eligible. A key
criterion is that the contribution in and to the arts has a
significant impact in Contra Costa County and the sur-
rounding region. Five individuals or organizations will be
selected for recognition based on demonstrated qualities
of leadership, vision, creativity and commitment to enrich-
ing the quality of life through the arts in the community.

The deadline for completed nomination applications
is 5 p.m., Tuesday, July 31. A nomination form is on the
commission’s Web site: www.ac5.org or contact the com-
mission at 646-2278. Entries will be judged by a panel of
Bay Area arts advocates and announced in August.

Since 1995 more than 60 awards have been made to
individuals and organizations with honorees representing
almost every community in Contra Costa County.

“Not only do creative artists need nurturing and sup-
port, those in arts education, development activities, and
administration do, too,” said Sarah Michael, chairwoman
of the county Arts and Culture Commission. “This awards
process is the Commission’s way of doing that.”
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF DANVILLE

Alamo kicks off
summer concerts

Community also celebrates revamped Livorna Park
by Natalie O’Neill

reason to spend the summer
days—and nights—outdoors.

Just in time for Alamo’s sum-
mer concerts in the park, Livorna
Park “opened” last week with play-
ground, landscaping and barbeque
area improvements. The park also
now features a sandpit for younger
children and is wheelchair acces-
sible.

County Supervisor Mary N.
Piepho and her staff joined the Alamo
Parks and Recreation Advisory
Committee to present the revamped
park last Friday, before kicking off
the year’s first concert in the park.

In Alamo, there’s one more

Parents spread out picnic blankets
and brought food and drinks, while
kids climbed and swung on the
improved play structures.

“The county has been a partner,
but really it’s your community mem-
bers bringing this to you,” Piepho
said before the ribbon cutting.

With a large open-air gazebo,
sand volleyball courts, multi-use
sport courts and modern play-
ground equipment, Livorna Park is
Alamo’s largest and most popular
park.

The country cover band Boothill

» Continued on page 8

Houston investments
trial set for Sept. 25

Plaintiffs claim father and
son defrauded them
of their savings

by Jordan M. Doronila

tate Assemblyman Guy
S Houston (R, District 15) is

headed to trial in September
for allegedly defrauding seniors in
an investment scheme.

A judge said the trial was set
for Sept. 14, at a public hearing in
Oakland on Thursday, June 28, but it
now has been changed to Sept. 25.

Plaintiffs Gerald Stefanski of
Dublin, Samuel and Joann Story
of Concord, and Carol Tomasa
filed a civil lawsuit in 2004
against Houston and his father
Fred Houston. They claimed they
were encouraged by the Houstons
to invest thousands of dollars from
their retirement funds; however,
they never saw profits or their
original investments.

Stefanski said he has lost more
than $300,000.

“I think we will put on a strong
case on trial,” said Morgan King,
the plaintiffs’ lawyer.

Houston’s lawyer, Michael W.
Rupprecht, argued on grounds that
the plaintiffs had no evidence to
support their claim, King said.
However, King submitted a 1,200-
page response in return that dem-
onstrated substantial evidence of
his clients’ lawsuit, he said.

“I’'m pleased we prevailed in the
motions,” King said.

Houston has denied many of their
claims, and he said he has never
had any conversations or solicited

and received money from Tomasa.
Rupprecht did not return phone
calls from the Danville Weekly as
of press time.

Houston, a former mayor of
Dublin, was elected in 2002 to rep-
resent the 15th district, which cov-
ers Danville, Alamo, Livermore,
San Ramon, Walnut Creek,
Brentwood, Discovery Bay and
part of Pleasanton.

The civil lawsuit claimed the
plaintiffs had invested money with
Winning Action Investments, which
was operated by the Houston family
and contained other businesses called
the Investment Partnership and the
Houston Napa Development.

As a result, they said they have
lost their money due to fraud and
negligent representation, according
to court documents.

The Houstons are being accused
of diverting funds and other assets
of the Investment Partnership to
other than partnership uses; and
diverting assets from the Investment
Partnerships to themselves and to
other business entities to the det-
riment of their creditors, includ-
ing the plaintiffs, legal documents
said.

King said there have been oppor-
tunities for Houston to settle but
Houston decided not to do so.

“Naturally, the plaintiffs would
rather settle than go to trial. My
clients have their right to their day
in court,” said King. “Mr. Houston
has his right to his day in court.”

The trial will be held at the
Alameda County Superior Court,
600 Washington St. in Oakland. m

Contact Jordan M. Doronila at
Jjdoronila@ DanvilleWeekly.com
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Five-year-old Hannah Doering and her mom Cameron dance in front of the gazebo at Livorna Park as a friendly guitarist from
the country cover band Boothill gets the audience amped up at the first summer concert of the season in Alamo.

Parents upset over halt
of school busing in the district

Trustees say other programs would benefit more students

by Jordan M. Doronila

ozens of parents have vent-
D ed their ire about the recent

decision to stop school
busing in the San Ramon Valley
Unified School District.

“We are disappointed,” said
Heather Ridgway, whose two chil-
dren took the bus to Rancho Romero
Elementary. “It gives me a headache
thinking about this.”

Trustees Paul Gardner, Joan
Buchanan and Rachel Hurd voted
at their June 26 meeting to discon-
tinue busing for regular students
because it was losing money, while
Trustees Bill Clarkson and Greg
Marvel voted against the decision.

The district has three bus trans-
portation programs: special educa-
tion, field trip, and home-to-school,
which carries students to and from
school each day. Both special educa-
tion and home-to-school programs
operate at a loss to the district, and
home-to-school runs into the red at
approximately $287,000 a year, said
Mike Bush, district chief business
officer.

Trustees felt the money lost
could be used in other programs
that help the majority of students in
the district.

Approximately 600 regular stu-
dents out of 25,000 students in the
district have been using the bus but
only for the equivalent of 270 full-
time riders in the past year, he said.
The state paid $51,000 to help fund
the program, while the district and
parents financed the rest of it.

An all-year roundtrip ticket
book cost $410 a year; half-a-year

roundtrip cost $235; options just
for mornings and afternoons were
also $235; and temporary book
passes for 20 rides were $35.
Parents said school busing pro-
vides greater safety, and alleviates
traffic and pollution. Their kids learn
to socialize on the school bus, too.

“We feel completely
out of the loop.
There was a lack of
communication.”

—~Heather Ridgway, Alamo parent
|

They complained the district did
little marketing to get new riders,
and they received word about the
program’s end in the spring, which
gave them little time to come up
with solutions. Also, they felt the
majority of the trustees already had
made up their minds about ending
the bus program, said Ridgway.

“We feel completely out of the
loop,” she said. “There was a lack
of communication.”

Debbie Ahmadi, another Alamo
parent who had children being
bused, said parents and the district
staff sat down in a roundtable dis-
cussion in the spring to find solu-
tions to keep the bus program going.
She said raising the rider fees and
marketing to get new riders were
possibilities being explored to get
the program out of the red. But then
district staff told her there was no
feasible way to keep the program

running on a deficit.

“We felt the rug was pulled out
from under us,” Ahmadi said.

The program has been under
financial siege for several years,
Ahmadi said, and had parents
known about the problems earlier,
they may have found more possible
ideas.

Ridgway said perhaps corporations
such as Chevron would help sponsor
a bus program, and if this happens,
parents can bring it back before
the board for approval. Moreover,
she mentioned that parents getting
together and creating a chartered bus
may be another option.

Ridgway hoped the trustees
would allow the busing program
to continue at least for one more
semester, which would give them
some time to find viable solutions
to keep it alive.

“They are not going to get re-
elected,” she said, about the board
members who voted against busing.

Trustees Hurd, Buchanan and
Gardner said the money used for
the busing will be used for a read-
ing and writing project and other
programs, such as a math and sci-
ence initiative.

“The New York Reading and
Writing Project benefits all students,”
said Buchanan. “It will cost money
to finish implementing district-wide
and to maintain the program after
implementation is complete.”

“We do not have ongoing source
of funds for the program,” she
added. “My vote was to use the
savings.”

» Continued on page 9
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Nazl Care

Bollinger Canyon location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . .. (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . .
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd

(925) 838-6300
(925) 680 8600
(925) 938-2500
Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers

or friends who want to have a unique

and fun get together, arrange a private
party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

NEWSFRONT

Beth Chaim opens
new synagogue

Congregation finally has its
own home in the Valley

by Jordan M. Doronila

Welcome home! Beth Chaim
Congregation’s new spiritual center
is now open in Danville.

Members of Beth Chaim cel-
ebrated the grand opening of their
new 8,000-square-foot synagogue
next to Sycamore Valley Park on
Friday evening, June 29. The facil-
ity will be used for regular services
and to celebrate weddings, births
and honoring deaths of loved ones.

“This is a long time in com-
ing,” said Beth Chaim Rabbi Dan
Goldblatt. “We are the first syna-
gogue in the San Ramon Valley
ever.”

Beth Chaim serves the spiritu-
al needs of more than 250 fami-
lies. The synagogue, on Camino
Tassajara and Holbrook Drive, con-
tains a large space that will be used
as a sanctuary and a social hall. The
facility has space for 450 seats, an
administrative
wing, a con-
ference room,
a kitchen and
a  bookstore.
Additionally, it
has a 10,000-
square-foot
courtyard over-
looking the hills
in Danville.

“That’s what
we got, delight-

said. “The com-
munity is so excited.”

Three portable modules will be
delivered to the synagogue to use for
classrooms for Hebrew studies, adult
education and other programs.

Goldblatt said the first phase,

The ceiling of the new Beth Chaim
fully,” Goldblatt Congregation synagogue.

7 77

Martin Fishman, president of Beth Chaim Congregation, and Rabbi Dan Goldblatt marvel at

their new synagogue, which opened in Danville next to Sycamore Valley Park last Friday.

which cost $10 million, is com-
pleted. Beth Chaim eventually will
erect buildings for
a sanctuary and
religious educa-
tion. Right now,
congregants will
focus on settling
< into their new
& home, he said.
= “We are now
3 stakeholders in the
é Valley,” he said.
> Beth Chaim is
the only major
Jewish  congre-
gation in the San
Ramon Valley, Goldblatt said, and
it has never had a home. It has been
using the Danville Congregational
Church on San Ramon Valley
Boulevard for worship during the
past seven to eight years.

Approximately 250 families of
the congregation donated $1.5 mil-
lion collectively since April 2006
to fund the project. Developer
Nathan Shapell, a Holocaust sur-
vivor, donated $1 million to help
finance the synagogue, keeping
a promise to match funds if the
congregation raised $1 million.

Beth Chaim Congregation is
29years old. A group of retired
Jewish elders started it as a fellow-
ship in 1978 and met at a church in
Pleasant Hill. In 1985, it moved to
Danville.

Its members found five acres,
which were owned by Ed Holbrook,
on Holbrook Drive, and raised
money and purchased the acreage.
Then they worked together to raise
funds to build the synagogue.

“It’s a lovely space for worship
and celebration,” Goldblatt said. m

™ add canned lighting
™ hang pendant lights
™ new door & hardware
™ new wood trim

™ add cable jack

™ hang flat screen TV
™ new cabinetry

™ slab granite tops
™tile flooring

o texture walls

™ paint throughout

| Call
KENNETHIJA_MES INE.

¥ Danville, CA

What’s on your to-do list?

A |
www.kennethjamesinc.com

1 925.648.7632

Lic. #646670

Robert J. Silverman
Attorney At Law

BERDING & WEIL 11p

ATTORNEYS AT L AW

Alamo
(925) 838-2090

Call now for a free
consultation

Emphasis in Estate Planning

Real Estate &
Business Transactions

rsilverman@berding-weil.com

PROTECT
YOURSELF

PROTECT YOUR
LOVED ONES

GAIN PEACE
OF MIND

Wills, Trusts,
Probate
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NEWSFRONT
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NOUTEY L_l_,.ﬂ Logsd

Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically supervised weight loss program individually designed
for men and women looking to lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients

lose 2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most patients feel great, have no
cravings, and stay highly motivated due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

jumpstart

MEDICINE

Walnut Creek ® San Ramon ¢ 925-277-1123 ¢ www.jumpstartmedicine.com

MOTIVATION « ENCOURAGEMENT  ACCOUNTABILITY

You could stop traffic too!

NOW is the Time To Get
That Summer Body!

TINO JITVLIYN

While looking for accessories to add to their bedroom, Arlene and Milt Capsimalis talk about what does and doesn’t match
their home’s style, as Home and Garden Television films.

We offer an Exclusive
One-on-One Personal
~ Training Facility

HGTV zooms in
on Blackhawk shop

Featured couple shops California Living

© STRENGTH & POWER
DEVELOPMENT

o LIFESTYLE & WEIGHT
MANAGEMENT

* BOXING FITNESS WORKOUTS
* CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS
* SPORT-SPECIFIC TRAINING

* PERSONAL DEFENSE

Call it California chic. When
it comes to interior design,
Blackhawk Plaza is at the fore-
front of style.

Just ask Home and Garden
Television, who shot its upcom-
ing series “Find Your Style,”
hosted by Karen McAloon from
HGTV’s Design Remix, at
California Living in Blackhawk
Plaza last week. Arlene and Milt
Capsimalis, Oakland clientele

who are getting their bedroom
made over, browsed the store for
lamps, chairs and candles while
commenting on the originality of

by Natalie O’Neill

the furnishings.

“(The host) comes into your
house and inspects for clues to
bring out your personal design
style,” said spokeswoman Shelbi
Okumura, explaining the new
series.

McAloon, an interior designer,
helps everyday people bring out a
personal room theme and come up
with a plan and get them started.
Then she sets them loose to shop
for their new room using $2,500
from HGTV’s pocketbook.

Owner of the Blackhawk store
Eric Olea, who designs the Tuscan

and Mediterranean-influenced
furniture himself, said California-
home style is as diverse as the
people who live here.

“It’s a melting pot, just like
California. There are all types of
people and all types of styles,” he
said, noting the rich woods, glaz-
ing and attention to detail.

All of the furniture is made in
California, rare considering most
similar furniture is made in China
and Indonesia, he said.

The show is currently being
filmed in the Bay Area and will
air in August. m

“THE FRESHEST AND MOST CREATIVE SUSHI IN THE EAST BAY!”

MOTIVATION ¢ ENCOURAGEMENT e ACCOUNTABILITY

—TIM KAFLER, DANVILLE

"I TRAVEL A LOT FOR WORK - DINING AT SUSHI
RESTAURANTS ALL OVER THE U.S. ..
TO FISH ON FIRE. THEIR SUSHI RANKS WITH THE BEST |
HAVE EVER HAD!"

I ALWAYS COME HOME

TRAINING

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director

NSCA Certified Strength and
Conditioning Specialist

B.A. Degree from Harvard University
ACE Certified Personal Trainer

e,

Health and Fitness
F‘

LUS
925-867-3488

3120-D Crow Canyon Road
HealthandFitnessPlus.net
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—JIM SHEAN, NATIONAL ACCOUNTS
—GILEAD SCIENCES

DIABLO MAGAZINE SAYS:
"FRIENDLIEST SUSHI CHEFS IN THE LAND” ... "THE ROSE-
SHAPED TUNA WITH TOB/IKO AND RAW QUALE EGG IS
A ONE-BITE ADVENTURE".

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE FREE
HOT SAKE WITH YOUR DINNER.

GAMPAI!

101 TOWN & COUNTRY DR. ¢, DANVILLE
LUNCH: MON-FRI 11:30-2:30
DINNER: MON-THU 5:00-9:00, FRI-SAT 5:00-9:30 PM

FOR TAKE OUT CALL 837-1027
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Up-to-date news
about Danville
every day

Danville,,
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Where Resale is always Upscale!!

SNICKERDOODLES

CHILDREN’S & MATERNITY CONSIGNMENT

* We carry: Gap, Ralph Lauren,
Janie & Jack and more!

* Quality Summer Maternity!

* Accepting Fall items July [8th

442 Hartz Avenue
Danville, 94526
Monday 12-5
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

925.820.4956

Selling Quality Products...Since 1976
TOTO Washlet

High Tech Hygiene

Cleanse & Refresh
Heated Warm Water
Heated Seat

Install on Your Toilet

A
/T\O\\Sunol Blvd Exit
s¥S  1/4 Mile East

LUMBER & HARDWARE CLOSED SUNDAYS
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton *« 925 846 5040

Waikiki Weekly

TAKE US ALONG

Ted, Caryl, Duke, Clay and Tate Peterson read their Danville Weekly on the beach at Waikiki over the
Thanksgiving holiday before embarking on an outrigger ride at the Royal Hawaiian.

Take Us Along on your travels and send photos to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com or 315 Diablo Road, Suite

100, Danville 94526.

Alamo

» Continued from page 5

played catchy hits while families
lounged on the small hillside, bob-
bing to music and mingling as the
sun went down.

“It’s a safe place for kids to play
while adults socialize. My 6-year-
old is running around and I know
he’s OK,” said Adina Holland, an
Alamo resident, who meets with
family friends for the summer
concerts. “We’ve been coming for
three years. We picnic at night, it’s
a fun thing.”

While the music was the cen-
terpiece of the night, it isn’t the
only reason Alamo folks come to
concerts. In past years, children
enjoyed a temporary tattoo stand
and teenagers organized games for
younger kids, parents explained.
It’s a treat for adults, too, who
come to catch up with old friends

and neighbors.

“It doesn’t matter if the band is
playing jazz, country or folk—it’s
the event, not the type of music that
we come for,” said Kim Friedman,
who said she enjoyed chatting with
friends.

Parks committee members, who
worked closely with county public
works to revamp the park, said they
were pleased with its new look. In
addition to being made compli-
ant with the American Disabilities
Act, some of the park’s vegetation,
which was destroyed by deer ear-
lier in the year, has been replanted,
committee members said.

“It looks wonderful—really pro-
digious. There is so much kids can
do,” said Steve Mick, chairman of
the Parks and Recreation Advisory
Committee.

The summer concerts are achance
for Alamo families to gather at a
nearby place with familiar faces.

With recreation planner Valerie
Matlock’s recent leave, county staff
member Victoria Skerritt is now
running the show.

Three more summer concerts
will be featured this year, which
will be held July 13 and 27, and
Aug. 10. All will be held at Livorna
Park.

“We wanted the concerts on
Alamo turf. It’s an Alamo nexus,”
Mick said.

The next concert will feature
the Silicon Valley Houserockers,
a wailing rock band with a three-
piece horn section. Then on July
27 the band 256 will play classic
rock, salsa, funk and reggae from
the ’60s, *70s, *80s and ’90s. The
last summer concert will boast Pan
Extasy, a reggae and Caribbean
jazz band, back by popular demand
from last year.

“It’s an excellent family night
and it’s free,” Mick said. m

SUMMER SPECIAL
$2.00 per ft. off

(Expires 8-02-07)

v’ Personal Service

v’ 10 Year Warranty on
v Same Day Estimates

Kick Boards and Posts

Fences . Decks . Arbors
Retaining Walls . Repairs

C & J FENCING

Family owned and operated

925.355.1380

CA License #868917
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NEWSFRONT

Special ed gets a new liaison

Added position will provide a link between parents and district

Trustees named two new direc-
tors and a liaison for special edu-
cation for the San Ramon Valley
Unified School District.

The school board appointed
Todd Gary as the new special
needs liaison; Linda Rowely Thom
as director of Elementary Special
Education; and Karen Heilbronner
as director of secondary special
education.

Thom and Heilbronner will begin
their positions in July, and Gary
will begin in the fall.

“I am thrilled we were able to
hire three very qualified and dedi-
cated people who are very familiar
with our education community,’
said Superintendent Rob Kessler.
“Linda, Karen and Todd share a
commitment to meeting the needs
of students, staff and parents
through collaboration and clear
communication.”

The district made the appoint-
ments after an extensive search,
which involved months of planning
with parents, school officials, staff
and experts. All three appointees
were involved for eight months in
redesigning the district’s special
education program.

The special needs liaison is a
newly created position focused on

Bus program

» Continued from page 5

She said the district’s budget
development begins in the spring,
and its analysis about the busing
program is correct.

“I do not believe the decision
would have been different if we
had begun the process earlier,”
Buchanan said. “I went over the
numbers in much detail with staff.
I believe they are accurate.”

“On an incremental basis, the
program will generate a deficit of
$200,000 next year,” Buchanan
added. “On a generally accepted
accounting practices basis, the
program will generate a deficit of
$300,000 next year. These numbers
exclude the cost of the bus replace-
ment.”

Ahmadi said Measure J, which
is a $2 billion sale tax created to
alleviate traffic congestion in Contra
Costa County, may help finance
school busing. Out of Measure J, the
San Ramon Valley gets $40 million
over 25 years for school busing to
alleviate traffic congestion, said Tai
Williams, Danville Transportation
Services Director. But this money is
to go toward alleviating congestion
in areas with the most traffic, which
is different from what the school
district has done, she said.

The school bus program has been
at Tassajara Hills, Rancho Romero
and Sycamore Valley elementary
schools; Stone Valley, Diablo Vista
and Charlotte Wood middle schools;
and Monte Vista High School.

“It’s going to be traffic night-
mare,” said Ahmadi, referring to
Stone Valley Middle School. =

by Jordan M. Doronila

making connections between staff
members and parents of students
with special needs. Gary will pro-
vide support and training for both
parents and staff, as well as welcome
new families to special education.

“I want to help our special needs
community,” said Gary. “I fully
understand the difficulties and con-
flicts inherent in this challenging
world of special needs, and I am
very excited about this opportunity
to help others navigate this process,
and to help our children succeed.”

Gary is a local attorney with
15 years of experience in media-
tion and conflict resolution. For
the past two years, he has volun-
teered extensively in the district
to improve special education in a
variety of capacities. He is a parent
of a child with special needs.

Thom will oversee all services
and budgets for students in the
infant, preschool and K-5 special
education programs, including
transitioning to middle school.

“I feel very fortunate to be part
of this amazing community of
learners,” said Thom. “As a staff,
we are extremely committed to
serving our students with special
needs and their parents in the best
way possible.”

Thom is an infant/preschool
program specialist, and has exten-
sive experience with staff develop-
ment and parent education. She
guided the process that led to the
district becoming its own Special
Education Local Planning Agency
(SELPA), said district spokesman
Terry Koehne.

Heilbronner will be responsible
for services and budgets for stu-
dents in middle, high school and
transition special education pro-
grams, including staff supervision
and evaluation.

“I am excited about the direction
of this department and how we will
continue to improve upon the ser-
vices we provide for students and
the support we provide for parents
and employees,” Heilbronner said.
“Through our redesign process, we
are implementing a structure that
has clear roles and responsibilities,
with effective communication at
the core.”

Heilbronner previously served as
the Assistant Director of Special
Programs for the district. She is
a former elementary and middle
school teacher and middle school
administrator. She served as the
district liaison to the PTA Special
Needs Committee. m

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

/%&ROCKYARD

RICHERT LUMBER COMPANY

% S
b Sunol Blvd Exit
su®

1/4 Mile East

DR. SAR ENM
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Licensed Psychologist | PSY19808
Areas of Dr. Denman’s expertise include, but are not limited to:
parenting challenges, eating issues, substance abuse,
anxiety, depression, past and present trauma, life changes,
and all forms of PTSD including Veterans.

145 East Prospect Ave Ste 218 | Danville | 925-648-4941

e Custom cabinets
e Hard surface
countertops
BBB

Does Your Kitchen

Work For You?

Dean & Sarah offer personalized service & creative solutions.

From planning to shopping, we bring the store to YOU!

Qanville Kitchens & /2aths

025.820.2724 * Fax: 925.362.0755 (g

Lic. 770455
A www.Danvillekitchensandbaths.com

* Flooring
* Electrical upgrades
and lighting

Serviag Alamo, Blsckhawk,
Danville and Disblo

‘ j 1 Client 1 Trainer » 1 Goal

FITNESS TOGETHER DANVILLE

FITNESS TOGETHER-DANVILLE,
WHERE FITNESS AND GOURMET
FOOD COME TOGETHER

“Our clients look great in public
because they train in private.”

Phone: 925.837.1700  Fax: 925.837.1715
480-B San Ramon Valley Blvd. » Danville, CA 94526
Featuring Food for Fitness by The Chef & Trainer

gregthurston @fitnesstogether.com
www.ftdanville.com

L

M Notivalid

| rTEL:925.831.8500 -

On previous purchases or sale merchandise.

Expires August 31, 2007
INFO@SHOP-EDGE.COM

INEINMIVIRIIANES!

SHOP FOR MEN

175 E. PROSPECT AVENUE, DOWNTOWN DANVILLE
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Are you paying too
much for COBRA?

DiabloViews

Or do you just need individual or group
health coverage at affordable rates?
Call today to save money!

Charlene Beasley

Lic#0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services

925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans

BlueCross
N of Californla

Blue Shield
of California

as low as

00 € et
er 2 .
$3 Elonth PacifiCare

*Based on HealthNet PPO-HSA
plan for singles age 19-29

|§“3'% KAISER PERMANENTE |

Free Quote go to www.heasleyinsurance.com

We’re Improving the

Iron Horse Regional
Trail in Danville.

During the month of July approximately
one mile of the Iron Horse Regional Trail

in Danville will be closed for rehabilitation

and resurfacing. Public access will not
be available in the following locations:
* Prospect Avenue “ f /

to Del Amigo Road. : -

* Sycamore Valley
Road
past
Laurel
Drive.

We apologize

for the

inconvenience

but look

forward

to providing

Danville

residents

a new and

improved section of trail in these areas.

Inquiries can be directed to EBRPD Cont

F ]"i- AR

ra

Costa County Trails crew at (925) 687-3419.

East Bay

Regional Park District

www.ebparks.org
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Laurie had a little lamb

he Alameda County Fair
| in Pleasanton ends Sunday,
July 8, so don’t miss this
chance to eat funnel cake. Not
to mention the demonstrations of
non-stick cookware and garden-
ing displays. My favorite is the
livestock area with 4-H members
busily grooming and feeding their
projects.

There are two 4-H clubs in the
Danville/Alamo area: Tassajara
and Tassajara Valley. The first one
participates in the Contra Costa
County Fair, already past, while
Tassajara Valley 4-H shows at the
Fair in Pleasanton. I tracked down
“Ms. 4-H” herself, aka Laura
Vaughn, who is community lead-
er for Tassajara Valley 4-H. She
grew up in a semi-rural area off
Stone Valley Road and is a 1986
graduate of Monte Vista High.
Her husband Mike Mabery was a
neighbor and is a ’79 grad.

“We did it all as kids—goats,
sheep, horses,” recalled Laura, who
now lives off Green Valley Road
and is a Realtor. She also owns
racehorses so during Fair time she
splits her time between the live-
stock area and the racetrack.

The Tassajara Valley 4-H Club
has families from this area plus
Lafayette and Moraga, Laura told
me. The 4-H livestock projects
include seven species: steers,
swine, dairy goats, market goats,
market lambs, horses and dairy
cows. Her 14-year-old daughter

Mercedes Antonini showed dairy
goats this year and won Grand
Champion, Best Udder and Best
Doe in Show. Entries are also
judged on the owner’s showman-
ship—how well they handle the
animal and answer questions.

4-H Boosters make
sure each animal is
purchased. The only
animals that return
home with the 4-H
kids are those the
judges say are not
“market ready.”

“My daughter got her goat at
10 days old and it is now 4 years
old,” Laura said. “It’s a long-term
project.”

Her son Jake also is raising a
goat but he’s too young to join
4-H. Jake just turned 4 last week.
Laura recalled being nine months
pregnant while working at the
Fair; the commercial breeders
assured her they could deliver a
baby safely but she made it to a
hospital—and returned three days
later with Jake.

On the last day of the Fair, the
4-H animals are auctioned off,

{0

HOMESTEAD

MORTGAGE INCOME FUND, LLC

EARNING
10.70% APY*

Increase your monthly investment income!
We're accepting 401K, IRA, Pension, Savings & Investment
Monies into our mortgage secured income fund.
($20K min. investment)

Contact David Belleville
Please call for more information

408-350-1713

*Past return is not a guarantee of future performance (2006 compounded return)
Available to qualified California residents only

starting with the rabbits, then the
steers, followed by the swine,
sheep and market goats, which
were added last year. Laura said
her daughter works all year to find
her buyers and they contribute at
$10-$12 a pound. If buyers aren’t
solicited, the animals can sell for
as little as $2.50 a pound, which
would not cover the cost of raising
an animal.

“The whole point is to teach
these kids how to be business-
people, raising their animals for a
purpose,” Laura explained. “They
need to tell the community, ‘This
is what I'm doing. I need your
support.””

When the animals are bought
at auction, the kids run the papers
to the buyer to be signed and
find out where they want the ani-
mal shipped, and if they want it
live or processed. Laurie said 4-H
Boosters make sure each animal
is purchased. The only animals
that return home with the 4-H kids
are those the judges say are not
“market ready.” In order to be auc-
tioned, or even to be shown, the
animals have to “make weight,”
which is between 100 and 165
pounds for a sheep.

The animals are sent to a pro-
cessing plant near Vacaville, then
the meat goes to a place in Rippon
that is FDA-regulated to be pack-
aged as sausage, steaks, ground
meat or whatever the buyer speci-
fies. “It comes vacuum sealed
and ready for the freezer,” said
Laurie. She picks up the meat and
personally delivers it to the buy-
ers.

The Vacaville butchers are the
final judges of the meat, accord-
ing to how much fat they have to
cut away, and these awards are
given at a “carcass contest” din-
ner in September. Laurie said one
year Mercedes had a lamb that
placed between the middle to the
end at the Fair but was sixth out
of 250 lambs in the carcass con-
test.

“She went back and called her
buyer and let them know, ‘You are
eating really good meat,”” recalled
Laura.

4-H projects also include pho-
tography, rocketry, cooking arts
and crafts, cake decorating, what-
ever has parent volunteers. The 4-
H kids also work at the Boosters’
ice cream booth to raise money.
And tomorrow the Tassajara
Valley club members are man-
ning the cake booth in the Young
California building. If you can’t
support them by purchasing an
animal, buy a piece of cake and
say hello.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli
can be e-mailed at
editor@DanvilleWeekly.com.



San Ramon 300 Market Place 925.806.0430

San Rafael 1654 Second Street 415.454.0502 g

Menlo Park 870 Santa Cruz Ave. 650.326.9661
www.flegels.com Fine Furniture & Interior Design
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Bus stops here

The school board voted 3-2 last week to discon-
tinue the school bus program, which has been pro-
viding service to students in Danville and Alamo.
At first glance, it seems like the district should do
all it can to keep its busing program for students and
to expand it. School buses, with their high visibility
and trained drivers, provide safe transportation and
are more energy efficient than having each child or
family of children transported in their own vehicle.
Not to mention the problems of traffic, around the
schools and on all the roads.

This being said, the number of students who were
bused last year in the San Ramon Valley Unified
School District is so small that it didn’t make sense
to continue to pay $378,000 to subsidize rides for
them. Last year 600 students rode the bus out of the

25,000 children in the
district and most did
not ride both direc-
tions each day. It is
easy to understand
why three trustees
thought the money
should be spent to
benefit more students.
Families were charged
$410 for a year of
round trip transpor-
tation, and the state

“Last year 600
students rode the

bus out of the 25,000
children in the district
and most did not ride
both directions each
day.”

contributed $51,000 per year, adjusted for inflation
but not for the number of students or miles.

Another option for transportation to school could
be something called a “walking school bus.” The
children walk to school and a “driver” is hired to
accompany them for safety reasons. Kids who live
more than a mile from school could be dropped off
at some point within the “bus route” so they also
get the benefit of the exercise and to alleviate traffic
congestion around the school.

The district has pledged to help parents find car-
pooling options with other families and to utilize
public transportation wherever possible. These are
options families around here have been using for
a long time; it’s good the school district is getting
involved to make sure they work as well as they can

for everyone.

YOUR TURN

The Danville Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of
local interest. The deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for that Friday’s edition.

Submit Letters to the Editor of up to 250 words to editor@DanvilleWeekly.com.
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. We
reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel and
factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.

Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Danville Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town

Square.

For more information, contact Dolores Ciardelli, editor, at 837-

8300, ext. 29.
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OPINIONS ABOUT LOCAL

ISSUES

Architect’s corrections

Dear Editor:

While fair on the surface, which
I very much appreciate, the article
June 22 on my speech on the col-
lapse of the twin towers contains
errors. Here are the correct facts:

Structural steel softens to one-
half its strength at about 1400
degrees and doesn’t need to melt
in order to collapse. Nevertheless,
the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) has no
evidence of steel temperatures over
450f degrees—and the World Trade
Center Towers were over-designed
to a factor of 5 in the core struc-
ture and 20x at the perimeter—and
required much hotter temps to fail.
The point about the steel melting
temperature was in reference to
the tons of molten metal found by
the first responders “flowing like
lava.”

The towers completed their
descent in about 15 seconds, not 9
seconds, which is free-fall speed.

Explosives pulverized most of
the 90,000 tons of concrete, fil-
ing cabinets, people and building
materials to gravel and fine dust—
but not the structural steel and
aluminum cladding. These mate-
rials were ejected outside of the
buildings’ footprint—undermining
completely the official theories of
a gravitational collapse.

I quoted FEMA, which main-
tained that the primary debris field
was a 1,200-foot diameter around
the twin towers. The bone frag-
ments were found on top of the
Deutsche Bank building, which is
a couple of hundred feet at most.
Still—how can a gravitational col-
lapse cause this?

The explosive force of the plane
is irrelevant because that event
occurred one to two hours prior
to each tower’s “collapse” onset.
What is relevant is the tremendous
explosive force of the demolition
charges breaking all the windows
within 400 feet and hurling 20 ton
beams 500 feet laterally.

Thank you for correcting the
record.

Richard Gage, AIA, Architect

Unfortunate article

Dear Editor:

Unfortunately the Danville
Weekly ran an article on June 22
relating to the Sept. 11 collapse
of the twin towers. The article
quotes one Richard Gage repre-
senting “Architects and Engineers
for 911 Truth” speaking to the Tri-
Valley Democrats. Gage, “provid-
ing scientific data,” alleging that
“the impact of the plane and the

IN OUR COMMUNITY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

fire could not have taken down the
steel frame buildings.” Gage “sug-
gested the 110 story buildings were
destroyed by controlled demoli-
tions.”

Gage is quoted saying “struc-
tural steel melts at about 2700
degrees Fahrenheit, plane fuel only
burns up to 1600 degrees” so that
“there is no way the heat could
have caused the immense building
frame to collapse.”

If Gage’s “analysis” was pre-
sented to a group of structural engi-
neers he would have been laughed
off the podium for more than one
reason. Steel does not have to melt
to collapse. Its load-bearing capac-
ity diminishes with increasing
temperature. The burning aircraft
fuel is incinerating everything in
the buildings: furniture, carpeting,
plastics and, yes, people—so that
temperatures would likely be much
hotter. Even at Gage’s 1600 F the
steel beams would have only a
taffy-like load-bearing capability.
With the accumulating weight of
upper floor debris on the next-
lower floors the collapse would
accelerate rapidly as it did.

Local residents were given a
stark example of this recently with
the collapse of the concrete and
steel 80/580/880 freeway inter-
change from the heat of a crashed
truck fire.

Gage’s presentation was a
combination of BDS (Bush
Derangement Syndrome); LLCT
(Loony Left Conspiracy Theory)
and BS (Propaganda). Too bad the
Weekly chose to participate.

B.A. Riggs, Walnut Creek

ONLINE READER POLL

Give your opinion at
www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Does the community
suffer (traffic/
pollution) when the
district doesn’t
provide busing
to school?

Results from last week:
Are you happy with the new
Home Depot-Yardbirds?
No: 31.82%
v Yes: 68.18%
Total votes: 22

Code of ethics The panvile Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level
of ethical standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept.
21, 1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the
Code, please visit our web site at www.DanvilleWeekly.com
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70 firefighters battle blaze

A fire burned 80 acres of grass in Tassajara on
Sunday but was brought under control within an
hour and a half of being reported.

A ranger from Mt. Diablo State Park called the
San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District at 4:54
p-m. July 1 after spotting the grassfire, which was
west of Collier Canyon Road in Tassajara Valley.

The first round of firefighters arrived at the scene
15 minutes after the call, said Battalion Chief John

OBITUARIES

BIRTHS & WEDDINGS

Viera. Approximately 70 firefighters worked togeth-
er to douse the fire. Ten fire engines, two dozers, two
hand crews, and a helicopter helped bring the fire
under control by 6:15 p.m.

Viera said fighters used hose lines, foam and fire
retardant from an air tanker to quell the blaze. He
noted the cause of the fire is still under investiga-
tion. There were no injuries.

—Jordan M. Doronila

POLICE LOG

The Danville Police Department made
the following information available from
its incident summary report:

Sunday, June 24

e Auto burglary on Old Town Ln. at
12:52 a.m.

e Battery in 300 block of Hartz Ave. at
4:39 a.m.

e Vandalism on Love Ln. and Railroad
Ave. at 6:32 a.m.

e Vandalism on El Dorado Ave. at
10:56 a.m.

e VVandalism on Van Patten Dr. at 11
a.m.

e \Vandalism on Cordell Dr. at 11:34
a.m.

e Vandalism on Love Ln. at 4:45 p.m.

e Accident, property damage, on
Camino Ramon and Greenbrook
Dr. at 4:54 p.m.

e Accident, property damage, on
Crow Canyon Rd. at 7:28 p.m.

e Trespassing on Hartley Dr. at 7:56
p.m.

e Vandalism on Love Ln. at 8:20 p.m.

e Trespassing on Hartley Dr. at 9:46
p.m.

Monday, June 25

e Auto burglary on Lowell Ct. at 5:40
a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 12:05 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Diablo
Rd. and Hartz Ave. at 12:49
p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run in 300
block of Hartz Ave. at 5:25 p.m.

e Trespassing with vehicle on Adobe
Dr. and Highbridge Ln. at 6:45
p.m.

e Accident, major injuries, on
Maplewood Ct. at 9:54 p.m.

Tuesday, June 26

e Suspicious vehicle stop, arrest, on
Diablo Rd. at 5:42 a.m.

e Credit card fraud on Oak View
Terrace at 8:34 a.m.

e Grand theft on Zephyr Cir. at 10:10
a.m.

e Commercial burglary on Town and
Country Dr. at 12:15 p.m.

e Grand theft on El Rio Rd. at 2:16
p.m.
Wednesday, June 27

e \Jandalism on Tassajara Ranch Dr. at
7:27 p.m.

e |dentity theft on Green Valley Rd. at
10:13 a.m.

e Auto burglary on Diablo Rd. at
12:25 p.m.

e Accident, property damage, on
Blackstone Dr. and Tassajara
Ranch Dr. at 12:43 p.m.

e Trespassing on Heritage Park Dr. at
11:32 p.m.

Thursday, June 28

e Alcohol intoxicated subject on Iron
Horse Trail and San Ramon
Valley Blvd. at 1:18 a.m.

e \Jandalism on Diablo Rd. at 8:26
a.m.

e \/ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on Diablo
Rd. and McCauley Rd. at 11:01
a.m.

e Accident, property damage, on
Danville Blvd. and EI Cerro Bivd.
at 11:23 am.

e Accident, property damage, on San
Ramon Valley Ivd. At 12:14 p.m.

e \/andalism on Diablo Rd. at 2:52
p.m. and 7:45 p.m.

* Misdemeanor driving under the influ-
ence (DUI), arrest, in 300 block
of Hartz Ave. at 10:19 p.m.

e Trespassing on Promenade Ln. at
11:56 p.m.

Friday, June 29

e Forgery of fraudulent documents on
Harper Ln. at 12:10 p.m.

e Accident, property damage, on

Camino Tassajara and Sycamore
Valley Rd. at 6:37 p.m.

e Accident, major injuries, on Alameda
Diablo and Diablo Rd. at 9:35
p.m.

e Trespassing, arrest, on Joaquin Dr.
at 11:48 p.m.

Saturday, June 30

e \ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on north-
bound [-680 off ramp and Stone
Valley Rd. at 1:25 a.m.

e Suspicious circumstances, arrest,
on Cathy Ln. at 5:43 a.m.

e \Vandalism on Harlan Dr. at 8:58
a.m.

 |Investigation, arrest, on Bobbie Ct.
at 9:20 a.m.

e \andalism on Front St. at 1:34 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on
Railroad Ave. at 3:08 p.m.

e Accident, property damage, on
Diablo Rd. and El Cerro Bivd. at
4:04 p.m.

e Alcohol intoxicated subject on Front
St. at 6:30 p.m.

e Fireworks disturbance on Remington
Loop and Loch Lomond Way at
9:53 p.m.

e Trespassing, arrest, on W. Prospect
Ave. and Railroad Ave. at 10:43
p.m.
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You Deserve Better.

Tired of being overlooked and
undervalued by your current financial
advisor? We think you deserve better...

« Better service
* Better investment choices
» Better overall satisfaction

If you agree that it’s time for something
better, call today!

Carev Consulting

President

Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA,
MBA is a registered
representative with
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offered through
Linsco/Private ledger,
(LPL) wealthmanagement.com
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Carey Consulting Wealth Management, Inc.
Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, MBA
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Walnut Creek, CA 94597

(925) 937-6385
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jamie.carey@lpl.com
www.careyconsulting
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Wealth Management, Inc.
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Shipping
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Color Copies
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Danville, CA 94526

Phone: (925) 838-0052
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For Information Call
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David at 925-437-3649

4 pM-9 pu
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$10.00 Entry Fee
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Taking off from base camp with just a light backpack, Curt Myers begins his journey to the highest point on the planet.

by Natalie O’Neill

Curt Myers suddenly found himself completely alone.

As he inched toward the 29,035-foot peak in the wee hours of the
morning, at an altitude that makes even tiny movements utterly exhausting,
he looked up to find not a single member of his mountaineering group—
including his guides—in sight.

A thin blanket of snow covered the ground from the day before, burying
the fixed lines, which directed guides on what path to take to the top. The
trail was essentially hidden.

“We were having some route-finding issues,” said Myers.

The previous night, his guide had made the decision to trudge ahead of
the group in order to blaze the trail, brushing the snow off the ropes to find
the way. Following close behind him, Myers was doing his best to keep up,
while the rest of the team lagged behind.

“At one point I looked up and the guide wasn’t in sight. Then I turned
around and the group wasn’t there,” he said. This was the moment during

O n the day of his grueling assent to the summit of Mount Everest,
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the entire climb, he said, that he felt closest to death.

A surge of adrenaline swept through his body. In these extreme natural
conditions, where lack of oxygen from altitude can cause impaired judg-
ment, brain damage and death, absolutely no mountaineer should climb
solo.

Now that Myers, who grew up in Danville, has been back in town for
nearly a month, he says that moments of uncertainty and risk like these have
forced him to reevaluate his life. In the end, his guide was waiting a few
hundred yards up ahead for him, out of his view. But a close call, or even
the feeling of a close call, can really put things in perspective.

“I used to work a lot, 80 or 90 hours a week. Now I’ve backed off to
spend more time with my family and my girl,” he said, explaining how he’s
changed since the voyage.

Myers, a sturdy strawberry blond 27-year-old, had his trek to Everest
partially funded by SimplexGrinnell, the fire protection and alarm company
where he works. The company announced its mantra—to help employees
meet their personal and professional goals—a few months before his trip. And
Myers thought this would be the perfect opportunity to hold them to it.
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Laboring up Everest, inch
by freezing inch, triggers
profound change in climber

reality of it all set in, he said.

“It’s funny to watch people drive up
to (base camp). Everybody stops right
there and gets out of their car. And they
realize, ‘OK, that’s the mountain I’'m
climbing.” They stand there with their
mouth open, going, ‘Oh, man, what did I
sign up for?’”” he remembered.

Myers’ father Chris says he’s seen
Curt’s determined, highly motivated
streak since he was a boy. As a 10-year-
old, he loved the outdoors and went on
Boy Scout campouts with his father.

“I believe it’s heredity. I'm the same
way and so was my father,” Chris Myers
said.

“You can direct him but you’re not
going to stop him,” he said.

This is the case for many mountain-
eers, Richard G. Mitchell Jr. writes in
“Mountain Experience: the Psychology
and Sociology of Adventure.” According
to Mitchell, climbers often “seek leisure
in a ... gratifying no-compromise situa-
tion, where outcomes depend directly on
their own actions,” he wrote.

In Curt Myers’ opinion, it does take a certain type of personality to want
to push yourself to these physical extremes. You have to be driven and
motivated, he says, adding that he often finds Type A personalities in the
mountaineering community.

On the mountain, this drive can put both help and hurt you. “Into Thin
Air” by Jon Krakauer, a first person account of an Everest climbing disaster
in which several climbers lost their lives, describes how hikers are blinded
by the goal of getting to the top. When an intense need to meet your goal
starts to get in the way of safety decisions, this is where it can work against
you, Myers pointed out.

“That was a pretty big fear of my family—that I was going to hike myself
into trouble,” he said.

You have to know your own limitations, have experience, and not take
unnecessary risks, he said. He also added that the widely used “turn around
time,” a time at which climbers must turn around no matter how close they
are to the summit, can get people into dangerous situations.

“That gets people into trouble, because they have that 10 o’clock or 12
o’clock in their mind,” he said, explaining you should turn around earlier if
your body tells you to.

In Myers’ mind, he knew he would not come home without completing the
summit. But he also knew rushing it could mean his life. If staying longer and
waiting for the right time was what he had to do, he was willing to.

“I have to trust that he analyzes it with skill,” his father said.

Another part of the best selling novel Myers said he found accurate is
that when people get into dangerous and deadly situations, there are almost
always several lapses of judgment leading up to it.

“I attribute a lot of it to a series of poor choices,” he said of many people
who have died on the mountain.

Even with the preparation, Myers returned home from the adventure 20
pounds lighter, with slight nerve damage in his fingers from the cold.

“I just got feeling back in my pinkies, so that made me happy,” he said.

One member of his group had to be rescued because of fluid in her lungs,
and he witnessed several rescues from other teams. His Russian guide even
helped take down a mountaineer who had been abandoned by his group and
was hours away from death.

In addition, Myers confirmed that certain parts of the mountain are lit-
tered with trash and oxygen tanks. When you have so many people climbing
at such high points, it’s hard to get the place cleaned up, he said.

Sherpas, an ethnic group from the most mountainous region of Nepal,
have begun to clean up discarded oxygen tanks and they are given a cash
reward for every tank they bring back, he said.

As natives to the environment, Sherpas are known as mountaineering
experts. They are strong and highly skilled at climbing in thin air.

“Their lungs are bigger, their hearts are bigger. They’re supermen,” Myers
said.

Nepalese and Tibetan culture, along with traveling with his Russian team-
mates was enlightening, he said, but it was no match for the nature. And it
was no match for the sense of accomplishment he felt at the top.

“I like the country and the culture and the different people—but I'm there
for the mountain,” he said.

For Myers, there’s nothing like the view from the top of the world to put
things in perspective. m

y T

Left, chess was used to pass the time at camp while waiting for clear weather. Myers
reports he was no match for his Russian teammates. Right, Myers shows his excite-
ment and anticipation from below 25,000 feet.

In icy sub-zero weather, where wind chill factor reached below 20 degrees Fahrenheit,
a hot drink is priceless.

Clean shaven and safe at home, Myers says there is something about “standing in a
room and knowing you are the only one who summitted.”
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Christa at the
wheel

Volunteer shares her car and her zest
for life with those who need a lift

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

P ] eed a ride? Ask Christa.
Christa Brezier, volunteer driver for the Town of
Danville, has a hard time saying ‘no’ to folks who
need a ride. Because of this—and her engaging personali-
ty—she again was recognized by the County Senior Coalition
as a volunteer extraordinaire.

Christa, 63, has been volunteer driving through the town
of Danville for seven years. She originally visited the town
offices with her husband Jim because he had the idea to help
out with computers. Then she got the urge to volunteer her-
self.

“They said, “What can you do?’ And I said, ‘I'm good at
driving,” she recalled.

“I like to drive elderly people,” she noted. “My mom is
gone and sometimes I take them out to lunch and pretend
they’re my mom.”

She also drives children, and is currently giving a ride to a
15-year-old to work at a restaurant in Walnut Creek twice a
week.

“I drove 6,400 miles last year, in 2006,” Christa said.

She bought a new car because her passengers were com-
plaining that her 19-year-old yellow Camaro, which she
loved, was too low to the ground plus it was hard to climb
into the back seat of the two-door vehicle. Now she drives a
Toyota Avalon.

“My husband said, ‘This is your hobby: You need a new
car,” Christa said.

“This is a very expensive hobby,” she added. But she won’t
accept money for gasoline because she doesn’t need it. She
tells her passengers to instead do a good deed for someone
else.

Her other hobby, which is even more expensive, is travel-
ing, and she’s currently planning a trip to Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia. She’s been to Europe 56 times, sometimes while
on the way to Africa. And she just returned from a trip to the
Mideast.

“I’'m trying to see the world,” she said. “I'm always either
planning a trip, on a trip, or glowing from returning from a
trip.”

Christa was reared in Los Angeles, the child of a German
scientist brought over by the United States after World War
II. Her father worked on solar energy.

“He worked for the Navy for seven years as a physicist,
then died,” she said. “We were wild teenagers, my brother,
sister and I, and my mother sent me to boarding school in
southern Germany.”

She was 18 when she met her husband-to-be, who was in
the American Army in southern Germany doing long-range
reconnaissance on the Czech border. She liked to frequent a
bar called the Cracker Box in Munich, where GIs and other
young people gathered to enjoy the bands.

“He’d heard about this American girl hanging out in this
sleazy bar and one day he came down to the Cracker Box,”
she remembered.

He walked up just as she was being kicked out for not buy-
ing another drink.

“It was love at first sight,” she said.

After a few years they returned to the United States and
lived with her brother in Palo Alto until they found jobs and
a place of their own in the Concord and Pleasant Hill area.
After saving money, they sold everything and bought a
Volkswagen camper and traveled around California and
Mexico.

“I didn’t like that lifestyle,” said Christa. “Partying is fun
on weekends only.”

Eventually they settled in Danville and they now live in
Greenbrook, where Christa swims two to three times a day
between her driving duties. She retired at age 40 from Pacific
Telephone because she was suffering from rheumatoid
arthritis.

Christa is also unusual because she likes to give her phone
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Christa Brezier, a volunteer driver who was recently honored for her hard work and good attitude, enjoys giving a lift to June Pass, who lives in a
wooded condominium complex on Camino Ramon. Christa drove 6,400 miles last year and bought her Avalon Toyota so her passengers would be

more comfortable.

number to those she drives, instead of going through the
town.

“I say, ‘Here’s my personal phone number, call me day or
night,” she said.

Sometimes her husband wants her to say no when someone
requests a ride but she says she can’t because they need her.
She befriended one Jewish German client she spoke to in
German. The woman’s daughter would beg her to visit say-
ing, “Mom won’t eat unless you're there,” Christa said.

She finally made a rule that she will not go out to lunch
with the people she drives because it was getting out of
hand.

“I wouldn’t go out with my husband, it wasn’t fair,” she
said.

She said she used to drive a man who was 93, who was a
big flirt.

“If someone else sat in the front seat next to me, he’d kick
them out,” she recalled with a laugh.

Christa noted there are other ways to help people, such as
making phone calls.

“I drove a lady from Rossmoor to the doctor and she said,
‘Do you know what I'd really, really like? If you’d call me.”

For a long time, Christa called her twice a day, even when

she was traveling in Alaska. Once she had to alert Rossmoor
security when there was no answer to her phone call but it
turned out the woman had been online with a dial-up con-
nection.

One of her favorite current passengers is June Pass, who
spent most of her life in the theater world in Hollywood but
moved to Danville in 1990 to be near her daughter. She still
has a car but occasionally will need a ride.

“I called the town and they told me about Christa and it’s
been Christa ever since,” said June. “She’s very interesting,
delightful.”

“She’s a great lady,” said Jen Overmoe, program coordina-
tor for Senior Services for Danville, who nominated Christa
for the Central Contra Costa County Senior Coalition’s Mary
Shockley Award. “She has a kind of following of seniors who
rely on her. And she’s available whenever I'm in a jam.” m

Need a ride?

For more information about the volunteer driver program with the
Town of Danville, call Jen Overmoe, program coordinator for Senior
Services, at 314-3476. Drivers need to fill out a volunteer application
and provide proof of driver’s license, insurance and a DMV printout of
their driving record.
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BY JACQUI LOVE MARSHALL

The classics: basil, mint,
rosemary and thyme

“Are you going to Scarborough Fair? (Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme)
Remember me to one who lives there. She once was a true love of mine.”

‘ x J hether you're going to Scarborough Fair or

Safeway, if you can only bring four fresh herbs

home from the market, these are the four to put

in your basket—basil, mint, rosemary and thyme. (Sorry,

parsley and sage...you are runners-up in Epicure’s spices
of life!)

I use at least one of these classic herbs regularly. And
since I’ve become a Californian, if I could pick a fifth one
for good measure, it would probably be cilantro. So let’s
take a minute to celebrate each of these spices.

Not surprising when you think about their respective
flavors, basil, mint and rosemary (as well as sage, oregano
and catnip) belong to the same plant family. All the herbs
in this family readily emit their flavors and fragrances so
they are easy to identify.

Basil

Basil has a rich, spicier flavor with touches of mint and
clove. Basil originates from India and Asia and its 40-plus
varieties differ greatly in color, size, texture and fra-
grance. Many varieties are used as ornamental plants. The
most common cooking basils are Sweet Basil, Italian
Basil (with a Mediterranean touch) and Thai Basil, which
is spicier than most. Basil adds great flavor to meats,
poultry, fish, beans, soups and stews. It nicely comple-
ments garlic, thyme and lemon and is excellent to sharpen
the taste of mild-flavored vegetables.

Mint

In South American countries, mint is known as yerba
buena, or the “good herb.” Mint has a soft, subtle flavor
and is the most widely used herb in the world. Before it
was used for seasoning in cooking, it was used primarily
as a medicinal herb. Today, it is also used as a popular
flavor additive for many products.

Both basil and mint have digestion-soothing qualities
and sedative, calming features. Further, mint offers sleep-
inducing benefits, is a diuretic, can be used as a mild
decongestant and soothes the throat.

Rosemary

Rosemary is easy to recognize by its woody stem and
fragrant leaves, like pine needles. Its flavor is strong and
refreshing and can even be bitter if used in too great a

4 RECIPES \

—Simon & Garfunkel

quantity. It is an ideal complement to oily foods such as
fish, lamb and ribs. Consuming large, high-strength quan-
tities of rosemary can be toxic, even fatal. On the other
hand, rosemary can be used as a food preservative.

Thyme

Thyme dates back to ancient Egyptian times when it
was used for purifying, aiding sleep and even embalming.
Garden Thyme is a flavorful, culinary herb while other
varieties are used as plants and ground cover. It is widely
used in Italian, French and Caribbean cuisines. Because it
holds its own but does not overpower foods, it is often
used to flavor stews, soups and meats, especially lamb.
Like basil, thyme complements eggs, tomatoes and
cheese well also. Thyme retains its flavor long after dry-
ing but is slow to release while cooking so it is generally
added early in the process.

Cilantro

Cilantro is native to Africa and Asia but has been
adopted by many cultures for their cuisines including
Latin American, Chinese, African, Southeast Asian,
Middle Eastern and Mediterranean. The leaves are known
by many names—coriander, cilantro, dhania, Chinese
parsley, Mexican parsley. With its light parsley flavor with
citrus-y accents, cilantro is used widely in chutneys, sal-
sas, guacamole and sushi rolls. Chopped coriander is often
used as a garnish on curries. Because it loses its flavor and
aromas quickly, it is usually added to a dish just before
serving or as an aromatic topping. Dried coriander seeds
have a spicy, orange-flavored taste and are used in Middle
Eastern cuisines as an after-dining breath freshener.

As with other herbs and spices mentioned in this series,
be adventuresome. Try cooking with herbs you have the
least experience with by trying a recipe in which the herb
is featured or by experimenting with the herb/spice in one
of your favorite dishes. Or, make infused oils with one of
the featured herbs! Spice up your cooking...your family
will love you for it!

—Jacqui lives in Danville with her pug,

Nina Simone, and volumes of cookbooks and recipes.
Her column runs every other week.

E-mail her at jlovemarshall@yahoo.com.

Herb or Spice Infused Oils

Infused oils are easy to create and make great gifts for
family and friends who love to cook.

1. Wash and dry your favorite herb and bruise the branches
lightly to release flavor.

2. Place them in a clean decorative glass container and
cover with warmed oil. (Less strongly flavored oils like
sunflower and safflower oil work best; extra-virgin olive oil
is also a good choice. If you begin with a mono-unsaturated
oil such as olive oil or peanut oil, the infused oils must be
refrigerated.)

3. Seal bottle tightly and store in a cool, dark place to infuse
about two weeks.

4. Taste the oil in each bottle. If it is not strong enough,
add more fresh herbs and let stand another week. If you
leave the leaves intact, the flavor will become stronger as it
stands, so keep that in mind.

5. Use the oil within two months. Use infused oils in salad
dressings and marinades to enjoy the full flavor.

Cilantro Herb Butter
(serves 4)

A quick, delicious topping for grilled fish and chicken

4 Thsp salted butter

1/4 tsp finely grated lemon peel

2 Tbsp finely chopped cilantro

1/4 tsp finely chopped serrano chiles, seeds and membranes
removed

1/2 tsp ground coriander

1/4 tsp finely minced garlic

1/2 tsp grated ginger

1. Soften the butter. Add the rest of the ingredients and mix
until well combined. Place on plastic wrap and roll it, form-
ing a log about 1-1/2 inches thick and 4 inches long. Put it
in the freezer to harden, and keep it frozen until ready to use.

2. To use: Gut thin “coins,” about 1/4-inch thick, from the
roll and place them on fish or chicken during the final few
minutes in the broiler or on the barbecue, just long enough
for the butter to melt (two “coins” per 4-6 ounce piece of
meat should be adequate). Garnish plate with cilantro sprigs.

» Continued on page 19 j

FARMERS

FARMERS

Mona Torres Agency

More Options. More Discounts.

Even if you've checked us out in the past
—you need to look again!

Auto — Life — Home — Business

Mona Torres

925.395.7809
P.O. Box 453
Alamo,CA 94597

The finest interiors begin with good
taste. Good interior design doesn’t
have to be expensive, but mistakes

always are! flrzsc’éoéver
Zet our designers help you avoid SuU mmer Sale
costly mistakes and help you ent

find the right decorating solution! Saleisin effect June 17August 31,2007 No

minimums. No maximums.
Limit one rebate form per household.

Ask for details today!
Hunter Douglas Priority Dealer

Custom Draperies
Swags, Valances, Roman Shades

Save up to 25%

Fine Furniture
Bernhardt, Century, Lane,
Hickory-White etc.

Save 20-30%

Discover the Indesign
difference-where Design
becomes affordable!

120 W. Linda Mesa Ave

Danville ¢ 925.837.0997
www.indesign-interiors.com

indersign

Since 1980

&ﬂgel Face &S‘t]zeéo

Stephanie Braga
Licensed Estheticin

Specialzing in:
e /ge reversing facial & body peels
* Rejurenating facials
e Jast thorough waxing
* Brazilian waxing
e Eyelash extensions
* Precision permanent make-up

COSMFEDI>|<8}

Proud to feature Products

169 Firont St. 200 Danville, C/ 94526 +

855.0145

Up-to-date

news about

Danville DaI IWIIe
every day WEEKLY.
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SALE $79.99

| o b P e

3 Piece Bistro Set

3 pc. Bistro Set made of solid oak: A
hardwood that resists rotting and holds
up very well in wet weather. Top coated
with UV paint fo resist weathering

All quantities are limited.

peg « saweg « sdeog « saysig -

SAVE

40% - 80%

EVERY DAY
DEAL OF THE WEEK

Dogirandack Bed

Varnished juniper hardwood to resist the
elements. Mildew and rof resistant. Over 6
feet wide; double arched back! Includes

2 stainless steel food and drink bowls. Soft
outdoor foam cushion with a polyester cover
that is removable for washing. Easy Assembly-
Slats for the back and seat are pre-assembled.

Dimensions: 55W" x 29"D x 27.5"H

SALE $79.99 (SMALL)
MSRP: $200.00

hidg Ris

great deals everyday!

375 Hartz Ave.
Downtown Danville
(across from Starbucks)

837-DEAL
Mon-Sat: 9:30am-8pm
Sun 10am-5pm

* Home Decor * Housewares * Toys * Giftware » Books * Candles
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THE
HOPYARD

AMERICAN ALEHOWUSE & GRILL

Neighborhood Brewpub

30 BEERS ON TAP
Huge Outdoor Patio!

9 Crow Canyon Road | (:%
g 680 g
5 3
‘?;J a
S
IN THE MARKETPLACE
SHOPPING CENTER
San Ramon
(925) 277-9600
470 Market Place
www.hopyard.com

Presenting the Past

CELEBRATE YOUR INDEPENDENCE

“ALL YEAR LONG!,

— A _—
= (| o iy

B |y

CAREFREE SENIOR LIVING IN A BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

)

:VI LLA%® SAN

INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING

Prus REespPITE CARE

(925) 803-9100 * www.VillaSanRamon.com

1837251

License No. 071441092

MENTION THIS AD - SAVE $1,500 ! ! !
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BY BEVERLY LANE

Hay baling was essential to the Valley

Mount Diablo forms a backdrop as hay bales are loaded on a
truck at Sycamore Valley’s Wood Ranch around 1956. Agriculture
was the business of the San Ramon Valley from the Gold Rush until
relatively recently. Farms and ranches covered the Valley, with the
small villages supporting them. Agricultural products were diverse
and included raising livestock, hay and grain, and cultivating grapes,

almonds, apricots, plums, apples, tomatoes, walnuts and pears.
“SAN RAMON VALLEY: ALAMO, DANVILLE, AND SAN RAMON" BY BEVERLY LANE AND RALPH COZINE

A movie review of what’s

NOW SHOWING

Ratatouille "¢

* %k %k
Rating: G for general audiences
1 hour, 50 minutes

Chez Pixar and Oscar-winning direc-
tor Brad Bird (“The Incredibles”) serve
another delectable animated feature
combining fresh ingredients with a
beautiful presentation. In food-critic
speak, “Ratatouille” is highly seasoned,
layered with complex flavors and has
considerable sweetness on the finish. Yet the titular dish poses the
basic question: Will children eat their CGI vegetables?

Unlike the “Toy Story” fims or “Finding Nemo,” this stew of
culinary humor seems best suited for the sophisticated palates
of adults—not kids. The world of haute cuisine has particular
demands. Can you distinguish chervil from saffron? A sous chef
from a saucier? Does the impending visit of an influential restaurant
critic send chills down your spine? While parents will salivate over
these nuances and the incredibly detailed animation, the G-rated
set may wiggle restlessly until a dash of slapstick or fast-paced
action ramps up the kiddie comedy.

Bird’s screenplay focuses on Remy (voiced by comedian Patton
Oswalt), a scruffy-but-likeable rat who forages in garbage for
gourmet tidbits. Although his blue-furred rodent family believes that
food is fuel, Remy subscribes to the notion that you are what you
eat. His pink nose quivers over the finest quality items. And he has
a secret. Remy loves watching Auguste Gusteau'’s televised cook-
ing show. The French top chef promotes an “anyone can cook”
philosophy, and Remy dreams of doing so.

Accidentally flushed through the sewers of Paris and guided
by the friendly ghost of Gusteau himself, Remy surfaces at the
late chef’s restaurant. Having lost two of its five stars, the once-
legendary establishment has seen better days. Before long, Remy
befriends a hapless newcomer, hiding beneath the tall toque of the
redheaded, no-talent Linguini (Lou Romano). Like a puppet master,
Remy pulls tufts of the young man’s hair to guide his clumsy hands
to the perfect ingredients. Soon Linguini becomes the rising star
in this hell’s kitchen ruled by a screaming schemer (voiced by lan
Holm). When powerful food critic Anton Ego (marvelously voiced
by Peter O’Toole) announces his plans to grace the restaurant, the
rat race begins. Can “Little Chef” Remy, Linguini and their female
cohort Colette (voiced by Janeane Garofalo with a French accent
that sometimes makes her dialogue unintelligible) save the day?

Many set pieces sparkle with energy and visual ingenuity.
Caught up in culinary passion, Remy secretively seasons soup in
a scene that truly captures the joy of cooking. As the plot thickens
and the kitchen heats up to impress “Grim Eater” Ego, the comic
bits increase with the growing rat infestation.

In the film, ratatouille-the-signature-dish is associated with
strong feelings for home and family. Children may get this message
but still long for an animated version of something more accessible
and American—like macaroni and cheese.

X o

—Susan Tavernetti
For more movie reviews or local show times, go to www.DanvilleWeekly.com



OF NOTE

from Jeff Behring of the Danville Rotary.

Rotarians give $10,000
toward new YMCA

On June 25, the members of
Danville Rotary presented the first
installment of $10,000 toward a
commitment of $50,000 that the
Rotarians have made to the capital
campaign to build a YMCA on the
Danville/Alamo border.

“We feel that this is one of the
most significant projects to be built
by a nonprofit group in our commu-
nity,” said out-going President Jeff
Behring. “The YMCA'’s mission to
build strong kids, strong families
and strong communities comple-
ments the Rotary’s charge to ‘lead
the way to a better community.””

Kathy Chiverton, Executive Director of the San Ramon Valley YMCA, and Joe Combs, chairman of the board of Y advisors, accept a check

Joe Combs, chairman of the San
Ramon Valley YMCA Board of
Advisors, accepted the check on
behalf of the board. As a fellow
Rotarian from Alamo Rotary, he
expressed his profound appreciation,
noting that the new YMCA, designed
to serve the whole San Ramon Valley,
will be a wonderful gathering place
for children and adults. He pointed
out there is a growing population
of at-risk teens in our Valley, many
with both parents working, and the
number of seniors looking for health
and wellness facilities is increasing
dramatically.

Lori Sato, incoming Danville
Rotary president, noted that the
Rotary is known for the incredible

-
SaniRamon

work that it does internationally,
but she said, “We need to be sure
that the next generation of children
understands the importance of giv-
ing back. Working with the YMCA,
we will be able to support programs
that help our teens become lead-
ers in our community and good
citizens. Many Rotarians are eager
to serve as mentors to the young
people in the San Ramon Valley.”

The new YMCA facility, to be
built on 12 acres next to Hap
Magee Ranch Park, will include
an indoor warm water therapeutic
pool and an outdoor swimming
pool, and a full range of state-of-
the-art exercise facilities, as well
as meeting rooms.

Check out

Town
Square

An online forum to
Discuss Community

A Little Bocce Goes With Everything

« Fine Italian Cuisine
- Full Bar

« Lunch & Dinner
Served Daily

« Group Events

« Team Building

Campo di Bocce
175 E.Vineyard Ave . Livermore
925.249.9800
www.campodibocce.com

(a0 Herears
LANDSCAPING
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Exchange Club gives scholarships

Exchange Club of San Ramon Valley essay contest judges (I-r) Linda
Schardt, Tom Hawkins, Karen Stepper and Phil Lindner chose winners for
college scholarships presented June 12 in partnership with the All Wars
Memorial Foundation. The winners of the third annual essay contest about and more %
émerica’s founding documents were Cameron gee, who was awarded X

1,000; and Vladimir Karetnikov, who received $500. The scholarships
were funded by sponsors, including PG&E, Pacific Rim Recycling, and Q%I}Y!]lgom *

Issues
Ask for advice
Rate a movie
Review a restaurant

Beautiful Design
Fresh Ideas

Sharon Dare of JRockcliff Realty.

Recipes

Continued from page 17

Osso Buco (serves

3 Thsp vegetable oil

4 veal shanks, 2 to 2-1/2 inches thick

Salt and pepper, to taste

1/4 cup all-purpose flour

4 medium carrots, finely diced or chopped
4 large celery ribs, finely diced or chopped
2 medium onions, finely diced or chopped
3/4 cup chianti (or other mild red wine)
1-1/2 cups chicken stock

4-6 large fresh tomatoes, peeled, seeded, and diced
1 pound fettuccine pasta, cooked according to package

directions
4 sprigs fresh rosemary
2 tsp lemon zest, grated

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a heavy Dutch oven or

4) other non-reactive pot large enough to hold the veal shanks in
one layer, heat the oil over medium-high heat. Season the veal
shanks with salt and pepper and dredge well on both sides in
flour. Sear the veal on each side 2 to 3 minutes, or until crusty
and brown. Remove to a warm platter.

2. In the same pot, sauté the carrots, celery and onions over
medium heat until soft and aromatic, about 6 minutes. Stir in
the wines, the chicken stock and the tomatoes. Season lightly
with salt and pepper. Return the veal shanks to the pot, press-
ing each one to the bottom.

3. Bring the liquid in the pot to a boil, cover tightly and place in the
center of the oven. Cook shanks about 2 hours, or until they are
about to fall off the bone and are tender when pierced with a fork.

4. To serve: Divide the fettuccine among 4 large warm serving
plates and place a veal shank on each. Spoon equal parts of
the sauce from the cooking pot over all. Garnish each shank
with a fresh rosemary sprig and sprinkle with lemon zest.

Professional Installation
Seamless Maintenance
20 Years of Experience

Your landscape begins and ends with us.

CA License #851369 Bonded and Insured

Y_(925)708-7863

— _—

- www.GardenHeightsInc.com
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WHAT'S HAPPENING

Art

Alamo-Danville Artists’ Society This
society will present a group showing of
paintings until July 17, at the Danville
Town Offices, 510 La Gonda Way. The
offices are open on weekdays from

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Call 939-1278.

Clubs

Alamo Women’s Club Federated
The club meets on most Wednesdays
at its clubhouse, 1401 Danville Blvd. It
holds a business meeting and tea the
second Wednesday at noon; meets

for Mah Jong at 10:30 a.m. the third
Wednesday; and holds a luncheon with
program at noon the fourth Wednesday.
For information, call 552-9733.

Alamo-Danville Newcomers’ Club
This club is open to new and long-
time women residents of Alamo and
Danville interested in making new
friends in the area. Their Prospective
Member Coffee is held the fourth
Thursday of the month, and a monthly
luncheon on the second Tuesday. Call
775-3233 or visit www.alamodanvil-
lenewcomers.com.

Bay Books Book Club San Ramon
Bay Books hosts two book clubs
reviewing different books. The first
club meets at 7 p.m., the second
Tuesday of every month; the second
book club meets at 7 p.m. the third
Tuesday of each month, both meeting
at the San Ramon store, 2415 San
Ramon Valley Blvd. Call 855-1524.

Still feel

Most patients stop pain
after just one treatment!
Lily He, L. Ac.
Three-generation practitioner

ePain Treatment
eHypertension
eStress Management

pain?

Acupuncture, Acupressure, & herbs

IN OUR COMMUNITY e POST CALENDAR

Danville Job’s Daughters Job’s
Daughters is an international organiza-
tion for girls between the ages of 10-
20 with Masonic heritage who like to
have fun and make friends. The group
meets at 7 p.m., the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month, at the
Danville Grange Hall, 743 Diablo Rd.
Call 829-8505.

eWomen Network Accelerated
Networking Luncheon The eWom-
en Network holds its monthly acceler-
ated networking luncheon from 11
a.m.-1:30 p.m., the second Thursday
of each month, at the Crow Canyon
Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Drive,
Danville. Contact Claire at 648-3105
or clairesheperdson@ewomennet-
work.com.

Exchange Club of San Ramon
Valley This club meets at noon,
monthly on the second Wednesday,

at Faz Restaurant, 600 Hartz Ave.,
Danville. The program features guest
speakers and business networking.
Guests are welcome with reservations.
Call 275-2412 or visit www.srvexch-
angeclub.org.

Porsche Club of America, Diablo
Region This club is for owners and
enthusiasts of all Porsches. It meets
at 8 a.m., every Saturday for break-
fast at Denny’s, 803 Camino Ramon,
Danville. For information, visit www.
pca.org/dia.

San Ramon Valley Genealogical
Society The society meets at 10
a.m., every third Tuesday of the
month, except August and December,
at the LDS Church, 2449 Stone Valley
Road. Guest speaker at every meet-
ing. All welcome. For information, call
Ed at 299-0881.
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Matthew Lu, L. Ac.

20 year’s experience of practice

eStomachache
elnsomnia
eWomen’s Problems

Tri-Valley Writers Association This
club exists to inform, educate, and
have fun and is open to anyone inter-
ested in the craft of writing. The club
meets at 11:30 a.m. the first Saturday
of every month at Girasole Restaurant,
3180 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton.
Contact Steve Workman at 485-1011
or skworkman@aol.com.

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post

75 The organization meets every
second Thursday of the month at
Danville Veteran’s Hall, 400 Hartz Ave.,
Danville. For information, call Post
Commander Mac McCuskey at 837-
2740 or visit www.viw.org.

Concerts

22nd Annual Music in the Park
Town of Danville will host the 22nd
annual Music in the Park Concert
Series from 6-8 p.m., Saturdays,

at Oak Hill Park, 3005 Stone Valley
Rd., Danville. The Sun Kings (Beatles
Tribute) July 7, The Best Intentions
(Motown) July 21, Mic Gillette/Jon
Smith Project (Blues/R&B) Aug. 4
and Zydeco Flames (Cajon) Aug. 18.
These concerts are free. Call 314-
3400.

Alamo Parks and Recreation
Summer Concert Series Alamo Parks
and Recreation will host its Summer
Concert Series from 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Fridays, at Livorna Park, 801 Livorna
Rd., Alamo. Silicon Valley Houserockers
(Get Ready to Boogie) July 13; 256
(Classic Rock and Party Tunes) July

27; and Pan Extasy (Reggae and
Caribbean Sounds) Aug. 10.

ITEMS AT WWW.DANVILLEWEEKLY.COM

WEEKEND PREVIEW

TOWN OF DANVILLE

Blackhawk Plaza Summer Concert
Series The Blackhawk Plaza Summer
Concert series returns to Danville
every Friday, from July-August. The
concert is from 7-8:30 p.m., starting
Friday, July 20, at Blackhawk Plaza,
3480 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville.
Families are invited to enjoy an eve-
ning of shopping, dining and exciting
live music. This event is free. Call (415)
380-8390 or visit www.shopblack-
hawkplaza.com.

WomenSing Pre-Tour Concert
Enjoy the pre-tour concert,
WomenSing at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday,
July 10, at Valley Center for the
Performing Arts, Holy Names
University, 3500 Mountain Blvd.,
Oakland. Admission is free and open

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976
- 4 - Gorgeous Vanities

Not too Expensive.

Not too Cheap.

It’s time for Music
in the Park

Town of Danville will host
the 22nd annual free Music in
the Park Concert Series from
6-8 p.m. Saturdays at Oak Hill
Park, 3005 Stone Valley Road,
Danville. Tomorrow night, July
7, the Sun Kings will perform a
Beatles Tribute. These concerts
are free. Bring a picnic supper
to enjoy with family and friends.
Call 314-3400.

to the public. Call 974-9169 or visit
WWW.womensing.org.

Events

Farmers Market The Danville Farmers
Market is open from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
every Saturday and from 4-8 p.m.,
Thursdays, until mid August, at the
Railroad Avenue Municipal Parking Lot,
at the corner of Railroad and Prospect
avenues. Call 825-9090 or visit www.
pcfma.com.

Guided Walking Tour of Walnut
Creek Art The Bedford Gallery will
host 45-minute walking tours of Walnut
Creek’s prime public art works on the

Now ENROLLING

SuMMER Camp!
Kindergarten-5th Grade

June 11-Aug. 24th
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Extended Care Available

e Art ® Music

eRash & Allergies eQ0ther Chronic Diseases

FREE Consultation call:
925-855-1885 or 925-285-6026

790 San Ramon Valley Blvd, Ste. 225
Danville, CA 94526

Most Insurance Accepted

ﬁMC Since 1_963

Alameda Mortgage Corporation

T

* Dance ® Spanish
* Mandarin ¢ Tutoring
* Cheerleading ® Soccer
* Robotics & Engineering
* Field Trips ® Presentations

P — = =
| Coupon $55 only |
first service

hefore 7/31/07
N |

RIC I I l’ I & Sunol Blvd Exit
s¥&  1/4 Mile East

LUMBER & HARDWARE CLOSED SUNDAYS
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton ¢ 925 846 5040

* ALOCAL DIRECT LENDER
e FAST DECISIONS

e PURCHASE/REFINANCE

* OUT OF STATE LENDING

* LOANS FOR EVERY NEED

e STATED INCOME/INT.ONLY
e HUD APPROVED LENDER

e PERSONALIZED SERVICE

Thousands Success for every child,
of satisfied customers every day.
throughout California! 4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton

In Hacienda Business Park
(925) 463-6060
780 San Ramon Valley Blvd. www.cardenwest.org
2nd floor Our fully licensed pre-school
Danville operates year-round
. accepting children ages 18

925-855-7131

*Licensed by the California Department of Real Estate license number 00490525

months to 5 years old.
|

Patricia Szabo Eric Karleskind Corina Wauest

Andrew Karleskind
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second Saturday from June-October,
meeting at the Lesher Center for the
Arts, 1601 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek.
Cost is $5, including a free pass to the
Bedford Gallery. Call 295-1417.

Exhibits

Paved Paradise Bedford Gallery

has received a grant for a Contra
Costa Youth Exhibition entitled “Paved
Paradise” which will run until July 22.
Call 295-1417 or visit www.bedfordgal-
lery.com.

Solo Exhibition of Stephen
Sanfilippo View Stephen Sanfilippo’s
landscape oil paintings from 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., until Aug. 22, at Thos. Moser
Gallery Showroom, 3395 Sacramento
St., San Francisco. You can mest
this Alamo resident from 1-4 p.m.,
Saturday, July 14, at the opening
reception. Call (415) 931-8131.

Health

Chi Kung Class The Wellness
Community will host a Chi Kung class
for cancer patients and their caregivers
from 9:30-10:45 a.m., Tuesdays, until
Aug. 8, at The Wellness Community,
3276 McNutt Ave., Walnut Creek.
Comfortable clothing and socks are a
must. Call 933-0107.

Free Summer Immunization Clinics
Axis Community Health will offer free
immunization clinics for children from
9-11:30 a.m., Saturdays, July 7, Aug.
4 and Sept. 8, at Axis Pleasanton
Clinic, 4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton.
Clinics open to Tri-Valley families who
are low income, uninsured or on Medi-
Cal and Medi-Cal Managed Care.
Parents should bring child’s immuniza-
tion records, and income and insur-
ance information. Call 462-1755.

Lectures/
Workshops

Complementary Medicine and
Cancer Learn natural remedies that
are safe and effective to use dur-

ing and after cancer treatment from
6-8 p.m., Tuesday, July 10, at the
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt
Ave., Walnut Creek. This workshop
will cover diet, nutritional supplements,
exercise and herbal medicines. This
event is free to cancer patients and
their caregivers and families. Call 933-
0107.

How to Become a Remarkable
Leader EBIG Start-Ups will host “How
to Become a Remarkable Leader”
from 6:30-9 p.m., Monday, July 9,

at Crown Plaza Hotel, 11950 Dublin
Canyon Rd., Pleasanton. Cost is $10
pre-registered, $15 at the door, free to
members. Visit www.ebig.org.

Newly Diagnosed Breast Cancer
Workshop This 16-week group is for
women who have just been diagnosed
and are either in treatment or starting
treatment from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Wednesdays, July 11-Oct. 24, at the
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt
Ave., Walnut Creek. This event is free.
Call 933-0107.

Wealth Classes Extravaganza Day
Get free wealth education on Wealth
Classes Extravaganza Day from 9:30
a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday, July 7, at San
Ramon Marriott, 2600 Bishop Dr.
This event is free. Classes limited to
90 people, so register early; call 855-
3205 or visit www.wealthclasses.com.

Miscellaneous

Adoption Faire East County Animal
Shelter will host an Adoption Fair
from noon-4 p.m., Saturday, July 14,
at East County Animal Shelter, 4595
Gleason Dr., Dublin. Adopt a dog
and receive 3 free in-home profes-
sional dog training classes, dog bed,
leash, collar and a bag of dog food.
Adopt a cat and receive goodie bags
with toys and more. Low cost spay/
neuter certificates are available. Free
hot dogs and drinks from 1-2 p.m.

Call (408) 202-6708 or visit www.
tvar.org.

Free Computer Instruction The
Danville Library is offering free com-
puter instruction on Word, Excel,
Powerpoint or the Internet by appoint-
ment only. To make an appointment,
visit the Danville Library Information
Desk or call 837-4889

Recycle for Breast Cancer Recycle
for Breast Cancer is open seven days
a week accepting free dropoffs for
computers, monitors, cell phones, lap-
tops, servers and TVs. Located inside
Saf Keep Storage, 200 Purdue Rd.,
#1018, San Ramon. Call 735-7203 or
visit www.recycleforbreastcancer.org.

The Energy Primer for Kids The
Energy Primer for Kids is a 25-page
booklet of simple facts pertaining to
current energy issues and is useful
for adults that are evaluating energy
related claims of politicians. For a free
copy, write to Synergy Institute, P.O.
Box 561, San Ramon, CA 94583. A
speaker is available for groups wishing
to hear about the global warming pro-
paganda. Call 837-7612.

Sports

14U Sun Devil Baseball Club Try-
Outs Sun Devil 14U Baseball Club
will host July and August try-outs for
the Fall 2007 Season from 9 a.m.-
noon, every Sunday, Wednesday and
Saturday, July-August. Roster spots
will fill up quickly. Call (831) 710-0507
or visit http://eteamz.active.com/Alam
oSunDevils14Utravelclub.

Adult Open Gym Basketball
Danville Parks and Recreation
Department holds drop-in basketball
year-round at the Los Cerros Middle
School, 968 Blemer Road, for ages
18 and over. Drop-in times are 7:30-9
a.m., Saturdays. Bring your own ball.
Cost is $3 for residents, $5 for non-
residents. Call 314-3400.

Adult Softball Adult Softball plays
pickup softball at 9:30 a.m., Tuesdays
and Thursdays year-round. New mem-
bers welcome. Call Bob Randall at
855-4646 for more information

Danville Tennis Club The Danville
Tennis Club meets 6:30-9 p.m.,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays; and 9-11 a.m., Saturdays
for drop-in tennis at San Ramon Valley
High School. This free co-ed club
provides play for 4.0 to 5.0 and very
strong 3.5 level players. See infor-
mation at http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/danvilletennisclub.

East Bay Colt.45s Fall Try Outs
EastBay Colt.45s will host tryouts for
the competitive fall travel teams, ages
13U and 14U (age as of 4/30/08)
from 5-8 p.m., Monday-Tuesday, July
9-10, at Osage Park, Ball Diamond 2,
Danville. Cost is $25, download regis-
tration forms at www.eastbaycolt45s.
com. Call (510) 551-6866.

Learn Tennis, Get Free Racquet
Learn to play tennis in six hours and
receive a free Dunlop Tennis Racquet.
Sponsored by the United States
Tennis Association, new classes start
the first Monday of each month, from
6:30-8 p.m., at San Ramon Valley

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton * 925 846 5040

High School. The cost of six hours
of group lessons is $100 per player.
Lessons taught by former world
ranked tennis professional/30-year
coach. To register, call Brett, USPTA
P-1 at 683-2460.

San Ramon Valley Tennis Club This
women’s league is year round for both
A and B players meeting for practice
weekday mornings. Membership is $30
annually. For information, call Patty at
820-8131 or Laurie at 820-0695.

Support
Groups

Alamo Women’s CODA Meeting
Co-Dependents Anonymous (CODA)
is a fellowship of men and women
whose common purpose is to develop
healthy relationships. The group meets
from 1-2 p.m., Mondays, at United
Methodist Church, 902 Danville Blvd.,
Alamo. Visit www.sfbaycoda.org or
www.coda.org.

American Chronic Pain
Association The ACPA group meets
from 11a.m.-1p.m. every second and
fourth Monday at the Community
Presbyterian Church Library at 222 W.
El Pintado Rd., Danville.

Hospice Offers Support Hospice and
Palliative Care of Contra Costa offers

a variety of support groups and work-
shops for people experiencing grief
and loss after the death of a loved one.
Individual grief counseling for Hospice
families is also available. Groups are
offered from 7-9 p.m., Friday eve-
nings at the San Ramon Valley United
Methodist Church in Alamo. All groups
and workshops are offered without

fee and require preregistration. For a
schedule of groups in the Pleasant Hill
area, for additional information and/or
to register, call 887-5678.

Man to Man Prostate Cancer San
Ramon Regional Medical Center
offers “Man to Man Prostate Cancer
Support Group” from 7:30-9 p.m., the
second Tuesday of every month, at
San Ramon Regional Medical Center,
South Building, West Day Room, 7777
Norris Canyon Road. Call 933-0107.

Newly Formed Proactive Group
for Women A newly formed proac-
tive group for women who have
Fibromyalgia, CFS, CFIDS and chronic
pain are inviting others to share in the
lastest research, medicines, doctors
and many other ways to cope. The
group meets from 12:30-2:30 p.m.,
every other Tuesday. For fundraising,
this group hosts designer inspired
Purse Parties; hostess gets free purse
of her choice. For information, email
heidiannen@hotmail.com.

Volunteering

Animal Fosters Urgently Needed
Animal Rescue Foundation (ARF) is
looking for short-term fosters for dogs,
puppies, cats and kittens. ARF will pro-
vide the food, supplies and vet care; all
you need to do is provide the love. Call
296-3173 or visit www.arf.net.

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

Toto Air Bath

Stress
Eraser.

& Sunol Blvd Exit
suS  1/4 Mile East

CLOSED SUNDAYS

pleasanton downtown association presents

2 (CONCBTIS

im flhe parlk

Country rock
Sponsored by Pleasanton
lions wayside park

Cultural Arts Foundation

ulygl 3]

D-Lucca at first & neal streets
Modern fri
* L C373 7pm to 8:
melodic jazz LLY/B7pm o 8:30pm
Sponsored by Eden
Cosmetics
& zzippes DI EASANTON

for more information: www.pleasantondowntown.net (925) 484-2199

925-838-SWIM
(925-838-7946)
www.splashswimschool.com

2411 Old Crow Canyon Rd., Ste. S

San Ramon, CA 94583
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Bonhams

& BUTTERFIELDS

AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS

Fine Oriental Rugs and Carpets
Tuesday July 17, 1pm
Los Angeles and San Francisco

July 6-8, San Francisco
July 13-15, Los Angeles

lllustrated Catalog:

$35 plus S&H

For further information,
complimentary auction estimates
or to view and order catalogs,
visit www.bonhams.com/us

or call +1 (800) 223 2854

Inquiries

Hadji Rahimipour

+1(415) 503 3392
hadji.rahimipour@bonhams.com
An Oushak carpet

West Anatolia

size approximately 10ft x 14ft 3in
Estimate: $22,000 - 25,000

Bonhams & Butterfields
220 San Bruno Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94103
+1(415) 861 7500
+1(415) 861 8951 fax
7601 Sunset Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90046
+1(323) 850 7500

+1 (323) 850 5843 fax

www.bonhams.com/us
© 2007, Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp.
All rights reserved. Bond No. 57BSBBZ3253
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Experienced
Professional
Service.

TERRAJUR

LAW CORPORATION
STONERIDGE CORPORATE PLAZA

6150 Steneridge Mall Road, Suite 105
Pleasanton, California 94588

Established Local
Resident

and

Business Owner.

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Remodeling
Or

Building A New Home Is A Substantial

Investment.

I have been providing these services to
Valley communities for over 24 years:

Contract Review/Preparation and
Consulting.

Mechanic’s Liens and Contract Disputes.

Arbitration and Mediation Services.

Call Me Now For An Appointment

925.271.5484

ARMAND M. ESTRADA

CALENDAR

Bedford Gallery Guild The Bedford
Gallery Guild is looking for volunteers

to donate time at the art gallery in the
Dean Lesher Regional Center for the

Arts. No prior art knowledge required.
Contact Susan Helms at 837-0716 or
sjhelms1@prodigy.net

Blackhawk Museum Docent
Training If you are interested in
becoming a much appreciated part of
the Blackhawk Museum family while
contributing to your community, mak-
ing new friends, learning new things,
and having fun, become a docent! Call
736-2280, ext. 238.

CCI Volunteer Puppy Raising
Program Canine Companions for
Independence (CCl) are looking for
special volunteers interested in rais-
ing a CCl puppy for 15-18 months
and are now accepting applications.
For information, call 1-800-572-BARK
(2275) or visit www.cci.org.

Child Abuse Prevention Council
The Contra Costa County Child
Abuse Prevention Council needs
volunteer speakers for the commu-
nity education program. Volunteers
must complete a mandatory 24-hour
speaker’s training course. For infor-
mation, call 946-9961.

Contra Costa Academy of Fine
Art The academy seeks new vol-
unteers and members to help with
tasks ranging from bookkeeping
to recruiting instructors. The group
meets noon-1 p.m., the second
Friday of the month at Richard’s

Art & Craft Store, 225 Alamo Plaza,
Alamo. Call Beth Batchelor at 837-
5654.

Friends of Discovery Discovery
Counseling Center has received more
than $5 million, thanks to Friends of
Discovery. The organization is looking
for volunteers who can commit eight
hours per month in the Thrift Station,
486 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville.
Call Le Anne, 837-7998.

Help Your Senior Neighbors A lot
of Danville seniors need rides to their
appointments, stores or to special
events. The Seniors’ Club at Veterans
Memorial Hall is looking for volunteers
to provide rides on an “as-needed
basis” on one or more Mondays a
month. Call Jenn Overmoe at 314-
3476 for more information.

Hospice and Palliative Care of
Contra Costa This organization is
looking for volunteers to help serve in
East Contra Costa County. Positions
open are: men and women to provide
companionship and practical support
for terminally ill patients and families,
licensed hair stylists and certified mas-
sage therapists. Call 887-5678 or e-
mail volunteers@hospicecc.org.

Hospice and Palliative Work at
Bruns House Hospice and Palliative
Care of Contra Costa Bruns House
In-Patient Hospice is looking for volun-
teers to fill two- to four-hour shifts dur-
ing the weekdays and weekends. For
an application, call 887-5678 or e-mail
volunteers@hospicecc.org.

RCEFE # 075600281
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Mowe in by July 31, 2007 and the

At Sunrise Senior Living, our mission

is to champion the quality of life for all
seniors. Sometimes that starts with making
our communities even more affordable.

[t continues with our resident-centered
approach to living, which focuses on
the senior and their needs. We provide
residents with personalized service and

community fee is waived - savings up to $6,000.

exceptional care, allowing seniors to live
life with dignity and on their terms.

Visit or call Sunrise of Danville today, and
find out what's so special about life at a
Sunrise Senior Living community.

*Offer based on select suites when you move-in on or

before July 31, 2007. Other restrictions may apply.

e
SUNRISE

ASSISTED LIVING®

EQUALHOUSING ‘ \,
OPPORTUNITY

Danville

Sunrise of Danville

925-831-1740

1027 Diablo Rd

Assisted Living e

Alzheimer's Care
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For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Junior League Wine and Cheese
Event Junior League of Oakland-East
Bay, Inc. are looking for volunteers to
help at the Wine and Cheese Event
at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 24, in
Danville. Call 284-3740 or visit www.
jloeb.org.

Lindsay Wildlife Museum Docents
are needed to lead class tours, teach-
ing children and others about our
important connection with wildlife and
the world we share. No experience
needed. Call 627-2444 or visit www.
wildlife-museum.org.

Make a Difference Reutlinger
Community for Jewish Living (RCJL)
in Danville provides assisted living,
Alzheimer’s and skilled nursing care

in @ community our residents call
home. Volunteers play a key role at
RCJL and opportunities are availabe
for students and adults. For informa-
tion, call Volunteer Coordinator Irma at
964-2098.

Museum of the San Ramon Valley
The Museum of the San Ramon Valley
welcomes volunteers and has a current
need for greeters who give three hours
one day a month to welcome visitors to
the museum, register their attendance,
and give them an introductory tour of
the Waiting Room and the Museum
Store. Call Carmen Curtis at 837-9781
or the museum at 837-3750.

Rides for Seniors in Lafayette
Rides for Seniors, based in Lafayette,
is looking for volunteers (25 years

and older) to allow seniors “to age

in place” in their homes and be safe
when transported to a doctor appoint-
ment or grocery shopping. If you are
available for a couple of hours periodi-
cally, call 284-6699. Fingerprinting and
DMV background check required.

Search and Rescue The Contra
Costa County Sheriff’s Search and
Rescue Team needs volunteer mem-
bers to respond to missing person
incidents, disasters and other criti-

cal incidents. Team members are on
call 24/7 year round. The program
provides required training including
wilderness traveling, first aid, map and
compass, tracking disaster response
and search skills, and may addition-
ally include special training for canine,
equestrian, technical, mountain bike or
other rescue skills. For information and
applications, visit www.contracostasar.
org or call 646-4461.

Sheriff Seeks Senior Volunteers
The Sheriff’s Valley Station Office in
Alamo is seeking people interested in
assisting law enforcement in the com-
munity. Citizens should have a clean
criminal history and would be respon-
sible for one shift a week for four-and-
a-half hours. Interested applicants
should call James Hogan or Elmer
Glasser at 837-2902.

Trails Maintenance East Bay Trall
Dogs is an all-volunteer group that
has built, repaired and helped main-
tain single-track trails in the East Bay
Regional Park District, the Mt. Diablo
State Park, and Walnut Creek open
space. Volunteers meet the fourth
Saturday and one weekday each
month. To participate, call Harry at
443-3925.

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue Do you
love animals? Become a volunteer

or a Foster with Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue. Orientations are held from
1-2:30 p.m., the second Saturday and
fourth Sunday of each month, at East
County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason
Dr., Dublin. Registration is not required
to attend the orientation; cost is a $10
optional donation. Call 803-7043 or
visit www.tvar.org.

Valley Children’s Museum Needs
Volunteers If you are interested in
working with kids, Valley Children’s
Museum is looking for you! For infor-
mation about volunteer opportunities,
call 461-6574, 3 # or e-mail Linda@
valleychildrensmuseum.org.

Volunteer Interpreters The California
Medical Association seeks community
volunteer interpreters for Contra Costa
County to assist physicians when
other interpretation resources are not
an option. If you possess a proficiency
in any foreign language and experi-
ence interpreting in a health care
setting, you are encouraged to apply.
Contact CMA at (866) 241-4262, or e-
mail communityvip@cmanet.org.
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A LOOK AT THE LOCAL SPORTS SCENE

‘Secret weapon’ makes
international splash

Danish American swimmer excels in freestyle on two continents

hen the Jorgensen fam-
ily moved to Blackhawk
from Denmark two years

ago, the first thing they did was
look for a swim team for Lia, then
11. Her father, Jesper Jorgensen,
was a nationally ranked swimmer
in Denmark and Lia, who started
swimming at age 2 months, had
been on swim teams virtually all
her life.

Lia, now 13 and going into
the eighth grade at Diablo Vista
Middle School, swims for the
Crow Canyon Sharks, a competi-
tive year-round team. Plus she
recently returned from competing
in the National Danish Swimming
Championships. She is a dual
citizen of both the United States
and Denmark.

“Despite getting off a transatlan-
tic flight less than a week before,
she did very well, helping her team
to win three bronze medals and
one silver in the relay races,” said
Karina Porcelli, her mother, who is
American.

“She is the fastest freestyler
on her Danish team and because
she was not known by a lot of
the teams, was called their ‘secret
weapon,”” she added.

Lia Jorgensen enjoys the National Danish
Swimming Championships with the other
swimmers.

Lia’s individual times at the
Danish Nationals were as follows:
400 freestyle: 4.38.00 for a fifth
place
200 freestyle: 2.13.02 for a fourth
100 freestyle: 1.02.08
50 freestyle: 28.6.00 for a fifth

“Freestyle is my favorite,” said
Lia.

She said swimming is also big in
Denmark, in indoor pools.

“Butit’snot as big asin America,”
she said.

Swimming takes dedication, she
said, with two-hour swim prac-
tices beginning twice a week at
5:30 a.m. at Crow Canyon Country
Club, and at 6 a.m. the other morn-
ings. The team also has afternoon
practices twice a week, with some
practices at Campolindo High in
Moraga and Acalanes High in
Lafayette.

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Blackhawk resident Lia Jorgensen, 13, excels in freestyle.

“I pretty much swim the whole
time - and hang out with friends,”
Lia said.

She has two younger brothers:
Alexander, 11, and Christopher,
2. She said the biggest differ-
ence between living here and in
Denmark is the schools.

“School is not as serious in
Denmark,” she said. “There is not
as much homework.”

Lia plans to swim in high school
and hopes to also swim for UC
Berkeley or USC.

Her father is now a masters
swimmer, an organized program
for adults that ranges from lap

swimming to international com-
petition. He said Lia’s speed is
largely due to the “fantastic coach-
ing” from the Sharks coaches, Dan
Cottam and Ethan Hall.

“She has improved her natural
strength and energy tremendously
in terms of technique and stroke
under their watchful eyes,” said
Porcelli.

“She is in the position of having
two homes, two teams - and knows
she is very lucky to have that,” she
said. m

E-mail photos to Editor@
DanvilleWeekly.com.
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AII-sr out at hom plate

Danville catcher Adler Lietz tags out a Dublin player at home plate
in a first-round game of the District 57 Junior All Stars (ages 13-14)
played at Athan Downs in San Ramon on June 28. Danville Little
League lost to Dublin, 7-2.

GAL champs

Darian Edelman, who will be
going into seventh grade next
year at Charlotte Wood Middle
school, pitches for the Clueless,
who recently won the MSW North
San Ramon Valley Girls Athletic
League championship game
against the Royal Crush, then
went on to defeat the Red Hots
from the MSW South Division in
the League Championship game.
Edelman was the staring pitcher
for all four games. Big hitters
for the games included Jessica
Gebhardt, who had an average
in the playoffs of five homeruns
and three triples, and Isabelle
Minasian, who hit one homerun
and two triples.

12% Interest

e Secured by Real Estate e 1st and 2nd Mortgages
¢ [nterest Paid Monthly e Licensed Broker
* IRA, 401K for 25 years

Approved

INVESTMENT & LOAN

925-838-8313

Licensed by the California Department of Real Estate
License Number 01485821
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See and
be seen

at. ..
BIGHORN

“A Contemporary
American Steakhouse”

Purchase Any Entrée And Receive

A Complimentary Second Entrée

(Maximum Discount $18.00)
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