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SHANNON COREY

Pour vous! Owner Susan Kelchner offers a croissant at Pascal French Oven on Railroad Avenue
in Danville, which our readers voted Best French Restaurant.
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rum roll, please. Following are the results of

the Danville Weekly’s first “Best of” contest.
It should be called “Reader’s Choice” because
that’s what it is. Almost 500 readers logged onto
our Web site to vote for their favorite things in
this area.

We received a lot of suggestions and a few com-
plaints, including: “Survey
too long!!!"” Yes, we agree
that a survey with 90 cat-
egories is hard to manage.
Some voters voiced concern
we might share their e-mail
addresses but we definitely
will not. Requiring an e-mail
confirmation was the only
way we could prevent ballot
stuffing.

Please remember as you
look over the results that they
are the opinions of our read-
ers. And the contest is just for
fun. Although we all have our
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able. Another said customer service is inviting and
satisfying. If you want to help out your local high
schools, try the service offered by the kids waving
the “free car wash” signs every weekend.
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Best Danville Area Real Estate Office—
J. Rockcliff Realtors

It’s fun to buy a home around here—especially if
you're a billionaire. No, really, choosing a home for
just yourself or for your family
is a very personal experience,
which can be made better with
the right Realtor. Check out the

pros in the Danville Weekly.

Best Financial Planner/
Estate Planner—Summit
Financial Group

We all need help with this,
right? If we don’t, then how
about a second opinion?

Best Golf Course—lt’s a tie:
Round Hill Country Club
and Blackhawk Country

Club

favorites, we have so many
wonderful restaurants, shops

1gS

and services that it is impos-
sible to really single out just
one as the best.

Feel free to send in your suggestions for next
year to editor@DanvilleWeekly.com. But first this
year—here are the results.

Best Auto Dealership—It’s a tie:
Concord BMW and Lexus of Pleasanton

Hey—what about the Mercedes dealers, not to
mention Ferraris—we see them all around town.

Best Car Repair—
Auto Care of Danville
Well, you sure can’t beat the location on Hartz
Avenue at Linda Mesa. Leave your car and go shop-
ping. Or have lunch. Or coffee. Or etc., etc., etc.

What makes a good golf
course? It’s gotta be more than
the grass, and all of the cours-
es around here are gorgeous and designed by
acclaimed professionals. None of us on staff plays
golf regularly but one of us used to live by a golf
course. After two years, she moved away with a
bucket full of balls that had fallen in her yard.

Best Pet Groomer—Blackhawk Grooming

You mean I don’t just have to feed him?
Grooming is something a person should definitely
check out before taking a dog into the family. Does
it shed or not? Need cuts? Don’t they all need their
nails trimmed? Finding a groomer where the pooch
heads in with enthusiasm—as opposed to digging
in his heels—is a real bonus.

Best Mortgage Broker/Brokerage—
Washington Mutual Home Loans—dJim Black

So important when you need them!

Best Car Wash—Chamois Hand Car Wash

Is there a dirty car in Danville or Alamo? Seems
they’re either reeeeeeeally dirty—as in just back
from the mountains—or sparkly clean. One cus-
tomer pointed out that Chamois on Crow Canyon
Road was able to remove difficult dirt from the car
on the first try, plus the waiting area is comfort-

MANRI
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CALL US TODAY! 925.825.6651

or visit us at: www.shiemanconstruction.com
1985 Maybelle Drive, Pleasant Hill

Best Pet Sitter—The Pet Nanny
Apparently there are quite a few pet sitters
around these parts as many people wrote in their
favorites. The name Pet Nanny brings to mind
Mary Poppins—with a pooch sticking out of her
carpetbag. This service will give pets medica-

» Continued on page 23

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN COME TRUE.

Shieman Construction is
commited to the highest
quality of customer
service. We take
pleasure in exploring
each of our client’s
creativity and vision
for their home. It is our
priority o complete
each project in an
accurate, expedient
fashion. Allow us the
opportunity to make
your dream kitchen
come true.
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REALTORS

DISCOVER HOW TO GET MORE FOR YOUR HOME.
DISCOVER J. ROCKCLIFF REALTORS.

THE EAST BAY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY

WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING AGENTS
paviiereas TO THE PLEASANTON J.ROCKCLIFF TEAM

ESTATE OFFICE
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J. Rockcliff Realtors is pleased to announce its association with Steven Lloyd. Steven has been a top producing agent consistently since
1992. He was voted Realtor of the Year by the Bay East Association of Realtors for 2002. His other accolades and involvement in the communi-
ties he serves include being named a“Paul Harris Fellow” by Rotary International and the 2001 Man of the Year by The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society for the San Francisco Bay Area.

|

Steven has a background in real estate management, managing his family-owned Property Professionals, and more recently, as the Man-
ager of ReMax Executive in both Livermore and Fremont. His clients have high regard for his professionalism and integrity.

Robin Dickson, Executive Vice President/Manager says that Steven will be a tremendous asset to the company and is looking forward to a

! long-lasting relationship!

Max de Vries has been in sales for over 20 years. His number one priority has always been his clients! Max takes customer service to the ex-
treme level of perfection and because of that enjoys lots of referrals from many very satisfied clients, many who have become personal friends.

You know the old adage, “if you want something done, give it to a busy person”-With four children, life gets busy around the de Vries house-
hold for Max and his wife of 10 years, but it allows Max to offer a “true picture” of lifestyle in the Tri-Valley. He is never too busy to serve his
clients and has first hand knowledge of the many wonderful activities available to families.

Executive Vice President/Manager, Robin Dickson said, “our firm is thrilled to have an Agent of Max’s caliber and level of integrity. He is a
valable addition to the East Bay’s Premier Real Estate Company.” Max was previously with Intero Real Estate Services.

J. Rockcliff is pleased to announce its association with Lisa Lorenz. Lisa was formerly an agent with ReMax Executive of Livermore. Lisa
has learned that she had a passion to “help people through the Buying/Selling process of a home with as little stress as possible”. Most of her
business is by referral because of her hand holding and patience in caring for her past clients.

Aside from her real estate business, Lisa and her husband Dirk, are the proud owners of Fremont Flowers and the Depot Diner, both success-
ful businesses located in the Centerville District of Fremont. Her accolades and achievements include being named a “Paul Harris Fellow”
by Rotary in 2006 and Citizen of the Year in 2001 by the City of Fremont. She is a proud member of Niles Rotary and is active in numerous
philanthropical organizations. Giving back to the community is at the heart of her business philosophy.

J. Rockliff Realtors is pleased to announce its association with Adam Fettes. Adam was formerly an agent with Century 21 in Pleasanton.
Adam creates marketing concepts for real estate, on the cutting edge of technology. His marketing strategies give him a competitive edge
resulting in success for his clients. Adam incorporates his skills of graphic design, web design, video production, and marketing to maintain his

on-line marketing efforts. Adam'’s ability to provide his clients with outstanding customer service and care for their individual needs is remark-

able. His client’s feedback is always positive and they're pleased with the caring and professional service he provides.

Robin Dickson, Executive Vice President/Manager says, “ Adam is a great example of the “new” Realtor — well versed in online technology to
optimize a Buyer or Seller’s real estate experience.” In addition Adam will serve as the Office Administrator for the Pleasanton office.

—

J. Rockliff Realtors is proud to announce the association of Christine Allen with our firm. “Doing Real Estate... No matter where life
takes you!” That's Christine’s motto because real estate is very much a part of everyone’s life whether it means being a renter, a homeowner,
or an investor! She has a passion for helping people and real estate has and is allowing her to make a difference in so many people’s lives.

Christine has quite a diverse background... 13-year experience in the financial, title, and real estate industries that set her apart from many real
estate agents in the field today. Having a clear understanding of the entire purchase and sale process allows Christine to ensure a smooth
closing.

Robin Dickson, Executive Vice President/Manager believes Christine is a shining example of the bright, dedicated and hard working As-
sociates that J. Rockcliff Realtors has a reputation for. She is proud to have Christine Allen as a new member of the Pleasanton Team!

Walnut Creek Orinda DETN Blackhawk Pleasanton
1700 N. Main St. 89 Davis Rd., Ste. 100 15 Railroad Ave. 4105 Blackhawk Plaza Circle 5075 Hopyard Rd., #110

Walnut Creek, CA 94596 Orinda, CA 94563 Danville, CA 94526 Danville, CA 94506 Pleasanton, CA 94588
925.280.8500 925.253.7000 925.855.4000 925.648.5300 925.251.2500

WWW.ROCKCLIFF.COM
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SHANNON COREY

BEST OF

Read a book, work online, all in a serene setting—no wonder our readers chose Yellow Wood Coffee & Tea

in Alamo as the Best Independent Coffee House. The coffee and food are great, too.

175 E.PROSPECT AVE. 7150, DOWNTOWN DANVILLE

INFO@SHOP-EDCGE.COM

Best of

» Continued from page 21

tions if needed but says nothing about using
a spoonful of sugar to make the medicine go
down. While loving your pets, the service
also takes care of your home while you’re
gone, picking up mail and papers and tending
plants.

The Best Place to Get a Traffic Ticket—
San Ramon Valley Boulevard

Zip swiftly up and down bustling San
Ramon Valley Boulevard and expect to get
a ticket. The police gave a Danville Weekly
reporter a ticket for making an illegal left
turn over a solid yellow line on Diablo
Road. He ignored the ticket for several
months and received a suspension on his
license and a court summons. Needless to
say, he paid a couple hundred dollars for his
traffic squabbles. He now realizes that it’s
nice to take it easy on every road and have
extra cash to spend on things other than traf-
fic violations.

Best Place to Have a First Date—
Bridges Restaurant & Bar

For a first date, it’s important to keep the
conversation flowing. At Bridges, you can say,
“Did you see ‘Mrs. Doubtfire’?” It’s probably
best not to rave about Pierce Brosnan (or,
conversely, Sally Field). Robin Williams is
a safe topic. Or you can talk about the food,
which is always special—in conception, taste
and presentation. Second choice was Hot
August Nights. Hmmm. Lack of appreciation
for those classic cars—or too much appre-
ciation—could make or break a relationship
before it gets started.

TEL: 825-831-8500

COMING SOON:WWW.SHOP-EDGE.COM

Best Place to People Watch—
Hartz Avenue

Park yourself on a bench or in an outdoor
eatery on Hartz Avenue and see the colorful
small shops situated in the heart of downtown
Danville. Watch mothers pushing their chil-
dren in strollers, men walking a bit unevenly
out of Elliott’s midday, customers going in
and out of Starbucks with a grande, venti or
tall (just which is what???). It’s a medley of
diverse pedestrians walking along under the
bright blue sky.

Best Swim School—Sue’s Swim School

Swimming is one of the most important
skills we learn—for safety, for fun and, for
some, as a sport. Sue’s been here forever on
Stone Valley Road, a fixture on the way to
Monte Vista High School, and apparently is
still tops with parents—congratulations, Sue’s
Swim School.

Best Tire Store/Service Center—
Big O Tires
Are tires important or what? Check your
treads today—then head for Big O—or
Costco—or Danville Authomotive & Tire—or
Wheel Works, which also got votes.

Best Tutoring School—
Sylvan Learning Center
Give your children the Danville Weekly to
inspire them to read!

Best Veterinarian—
Bishop Ranch Veterinary Center
Our readers love their vets but this one
came out ahead. Maybe it’s the long hours and
seven-days-a-week service. Or the fact that it
was built just to be what it is—a full service
veterinary clinic.

» Continued on page 25
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At Kitchens of Diablo we can help you create the

kitchen you will love to live in.

Visit our showroom today.

Voted Best Easy access off Hwy. 680, from Sycamore Valley Drive. Voted Best
Kitchen Kitchen

& Bath . & Bath
Designer K 1tC h ens o f ’ Remodeler

680 San Ramon Valley Blvd. Danville INTHE SYCAMORE SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER ~ 925-831-9500

10am-5pm Monday-Saturday www.kitchensofdiablo.com Contractor’s Lic. #322951 .
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BEST OF

Best of

» Continued from page 23

Best Travel Planner—
Danville Travel
Remember to take along the
Danville Weekly on your travels to
snap a photo reading it. Send it in
to us to be printed in the paper as a
special memento of your trip.

Best Day Spa—Ilt’s a tie:
Body Adventure
and Aqua Salon & Spa

Life is too short not to pamper
yourself. Amen.

Best Hair Salon for Men—
Giovanni’s Classic
Barber Shop

Indeed. Giovanni’s is classic and
voters agree. It’s a rarity and a
gem in Alamo. The Giovanni’s
craftsmanship comes from the old
school. You’re in good hands every
time one of the Giovanni’s barbers
cuts your hair. Relax on the chair,
fall asleep, and enjoy the trim-
ming. When you wake up, you will
see your hair beautifully sculpted
as you look in the mirror. Even
Michelangelo would be proud.

Best Hair Salon for Women—
Jerol Beauty Salon
Every woman has her favorite
so we could have listed a ton. How
wonderful to finally find the stylist
who knows how to deal with your
individual cowlicks and hair texture

not to mention the one who listens

best to your personal problems.

And if a salon has more than one
who can do right by you, so much
the better. Although in our opinion,
until you’ve had your hair high-
lighted, you ain’t been saloned.

Best Manicure/Pedicure—
Pinkies

After a long period of neglect, it
can take nerve to put your scruffy
feet into someone’s hands but staff
members at Pinkie’s never blink
an eye or burst out laughing when
they’re presented with a pedicure
or manicure challenge. They settle
you into a comfy chair that mas-
sages you during the entire expe-
rience and bring out the warm
water to soothe your cuticles. Its
space is airy and attractive, chirpy
with flowers and laughter. And of
course the name is delightful—we
also like the names Perfect 10 and
Tootsie’s.

Best Medical Spa—
Professional Skin Aesthetics
Look good, feel good. Our read-
ers named this place the best.

Best Womens Clothing Store—
Flaunt

If you’ve got it, Flaunt it, so
the saying goes. And our read-
ers apparently like to flaunt what

» Continued on page 27
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Wardrobe consultant Charles Meng helps a customer choose the perfect shirt for her guy at the Edge Shop, voted Best Men’s Clothing Store.

Happy Hour Monday-Friday 5:00-6:30
Lunch Monday-Friday 11:30-2:30

Dinner served nightly
(complimentary valet parking)

= >

B RIDGTES

RESTAURANT & BAR

44 Church Street, Danville
925.820.7200
www.bridgesdanville.com
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Professional

Skin Aesthetics

The Art of Medicine

In appreciation
of your support
we hope you will join us
as we celebrate our

One Year Anniversary

Thursday, October 18th
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Amazing Give Aways!
3 Botox treatments
arm Hair Reduction Series
ederm (filler) Treatment
eries of 4 Four-Layer Facials

and more!
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Thank you

to all our clients for voting us
“Best MedSpa”!

To thank you for your support we will be offering
the following discounts on our services:

Botox $10 per unit (Reg $12/unit)
Juvederm/Radiesse $50 off
5-5-5 Skin Rejuvenation Package $1750 (orig $2250)

Purchase an Acne Treatment Series
and receive a Free Clenziderm Acne System

All Hair Reduction 20% off
Purchase 3 Facials and get the fourth for Free
Special prices are offered through Oct. 25, 2007
RSVP 820-SKIN (7546)
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Is there really any good place to get a ticket? No matter the location, it spoils your day.

Best of

» Continued from page 25

they find at this Prospect Avenue
boutique. Not only does it provide
stylin’ rags for local chicks, but
its presence adds to the fun of this
shopping district that is develop-
ing a following among the hip
and the well-heeled. Chico’s was a
close second—probably it’s an age
thing. Bet one rack in Chico’s has
more elastic waistbands than all the
offerings in Flaunt.

Best Art Gallery—
Art on the Lane
What is art? Something beauti-
ful? Creative? Art isn’t ordinary. Or
is it? Check out Art on the Lane.

Best Athletic Apparel—
Forward Motion

Hoo boy. Sports apparel has
come a long way since the days
of the ol’ gray sweats. Designers
seem unclear on the concept that
one exercises vigorously because
one does not have the type of body
that would look good in spandex.
Today’s exercise clothes are cute
and sassy, and the new fabrics are
made for movement and comfort.
But—where does one find baggy
gray sweats these days?

Best Bicycle Shop—It’s a tie:
California Pedaler
and Danville Bike
Voters feel California Pedaler
and Danville Bike equally provide
the sharpest and coolest bikes in the
area. Check them out! Both offer

an assortment for cyclists who want
to zip along Danville Boulevard
and down the Iron Horse Trail—or
struggle up Mount Diablo. Go fig-
ure! Danville Bike has been in town
for 20 years and its owner Jose
Guiterrez, known as the “master of
the wrench,” takes the time to make
sure all of his customers are satis-
fied.

Best Bookstore—
Rakestraw Books
There is no place like Rakestraw
Books, which beat mega Borders
Books and Music in San Ramon by
12 votes. Rakestraw owner Michael
Barnard, who originally planned
to be in academia, knows books,
his customers and their tastes, and
he accommodates unique literary
flavors while showcasing a chorus
of diverse books and well-known
writers during the year. He’s also a
great resource for kids’ reads and
book clubs.

Best Children’s Clothing
Store—Bellies N’ Babies
Cute, cute, cute. These ador-
able little clothes, ranging from
tiny hats to snuggly jammies to
little dresses and sports tops, could
tempt a confirmed non-parent into
making a rash decision. And talk
about accessories! This place has
it all. People liked other shops,
too, including Target. Now, really,
what isn’t cute when it’s size “3
months”?

» Continued on page 29

CALIFORNIA PEDALER
Established 1977

A big THANK YOU to the
Danville Weekly readers
for voting us your favorite!

Hours: Mon-Sat 10 am-6 pm ¢ Sun 10 am-5 pm
495 Hartz Ave. ®» www.calped.com ¢ 820-0345
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Bring in this ad to
receive a FREE bag

of sports beans!
(While supplies last)

Hair on Stage (formally Victoria's Hair On Stage)
presents the outrageous musical comedy...

\(GFE/
UT!?

ALL NEW SHOW!
HAIR ON STAGE

520 SAN RAMON VALLEY BLVD.

DOWNTOWN DANVILLE
(Formally Victoria’s Hair On Stage)

FOR TICKETS CALL
(925) 855-SHOW

Hair On Stage - A Full Service Salon

Professional Hair and Nail Care Massage Therapy and Day Spa

Genreal Contractors Lic. #867991 Class B

MAKE YOUR HOME YOUR DREAM.

From Conception to Construction to Completion,

S&J PROPERTIES

WE SPECIALIZE IN AND CAN INTEGRATE ALL OF THESE AREAS:

* Design * Kitchens * Flooring * Crown Molding
& Engineering * Bathrooms * Windows e Landscape
* Additions * Show Garages * Media Systems * Stone & Tile
Jim Long - General Partner

Office: 925.820.2924 - Cell: 925.575.0183
Fax: 925.736.5174 - Email: jimlong427@aol.com

Take the stress and concern out of your renovations.
We use our own skilled in-house remodelin flteam to prov1de you with

superior quality and exceptional turnaround 3
Call Today! 925-575-0183 BB
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t's Simplel

Beautiful Furniture & Accessories

All consigned from Builder's Model Homes,
Factory Showrooms and the area’s best homes

Thank you for voting us
“Best Home Consignment Store”

OMEconugnment PETLE
1901 Camino Ramon
925-866-6164

. Commerc1al &‘ Res1dent1al
'HFull L'andécape Servq:e :

. Sprmkler .Syﬁre -
e Dramage Syste_:

£ Reta;m v(:L‘Walls, Block Wall§

' .' S’od Lawn * Planting
Y Accent nghtmg

Sign Up i S AR il 5 g
Today & Receive ey el ™ I : Sign Upé)
) e PSSO R . For Maintenance & Receive
15% Off y N STV cape, FREE AERATION

Landscaping Services
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BEST OF

SHANNON COREY

Alamo, voted as having the Best Burgers.

Best of

» Continued from page 27

Best Discount Store—
Tuesday Morning

Did you say discount?!?! We're
blessed with two great bargain shops
in Danville. The winner Tuesday
Morning is located in Castle Square
around the corner from Costco and
Marshall’s, which also received
write-in votes. Guess that’s bar-
gain corner. It’s great for house-
hold goods, linens, kitchenware,
and odds and ends. Rick’s Picks
on Hartz Avenue was a not-too-
distant second. This well-located
eclectic shop is fun to shop in even
when you don’t need anything, and
it’s surprisingly hard to walk out
empty-handed. It has a lot of quality
merchandize—at a discount.

Best Florist—East Bay Florist
Say it with flowers. On Valentine’s
Day, a birthday, anniversary or any
day.

place for little gifts, such as Beanie
Babies, plus great for frames and
silk flowers. The greeting card
selection is good, too.

Best Home Accessory Store—
Azzulina
Wow! You have to see this place
to believe it.

Best Jewelry Store—Christe

James Fine Jewelry Works

All that glitters is not gold—a
lot of it is diamonds, emeralds
and rubies. Diamonds are forev-
er at Christe James Fine Jewelry
Works. Shop owners Chris and
James Edlund, winners of the
2006 Danville Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Citizen of the Year
award, design their jewels to their
customers’ individual requests.
They have been in business for 13
years, and they especially enjoy
picking out the best engagement
rings for newly engaged couples.
It’s no wonder they were voted best
jewelry store in the area.

Best Grocery Store—
Trader Joe’s
With $2 drinkable wine, and
gourmet food at a steal, some say
“TJ’s” has an almost cult-like fol-
lowing—and it’s no surprise why.

Best Health Food Store—
Healthy 4 U
For special health foods, or
health food advice, check out this
place on Crow Canyon Road.

Best Hobby/Craft Store—
Richard’s Arts & Crafts
Saunter into Richard’s and you’ll
want to get crafty. It’s also a good

Best Lingerie Store—
Original Sin
Ooh la la. Climb the stairs to find
this shop on the second floor at 145
E. Prospect Ave. The offerings say
“temptation” and “naughty,” but
everything is beautiful, too.

Best Maternity Store—
Bellies N’ Babies
There’s no reason not to look
great while you await the big event.
Here are clothes to make you look
and feel good—and that will grow
with you for the full nine months.

» Continued on page 31

PARVIZI @ GALLERIA

Pool Tables ® Bar Stools ® Home Furnishings

parvizi.com

SWiCK ~2

< _B RUN

Dublin
7102-A Dublin Blvd.
925.829.4000

Walnut Creek
2014 N. Main Street
925.943.1429

OUR TALENTED DESIGNERS KNow How To
MAKE EXCEPTIONAL KITCHENS...

—GALLERY=—

Danville
228 Railroad Avenue,
925-837-3680

Pleasanton
3732 Stanley Boulevard,
925-417-7453

Full In-House Remodeling Services Available
Serving The Tri-Valley Since 1990
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“Let Our Family Be Your Family Dentist”

)

LUMINEERS™

Can Make Everyone’s Smile
More Beautiful Without Removing
Painful Tooth Structure!

Larry Porteous DDS
Linda Porteous RDH

* Fix uneven spacing

e Lengthen short teeth

® Reshape awkward teeth
® Tooth discoloration

® No drilling, shots or pain

Want to know more? Ask us what LUMINEERS BY CERINATE can

do for you—maybe a life-changing smile is in your future.

3840 Blackhawk Rd.
Suite 110
Danville, CA 94506

Independently Raged
Highet in Quailiey
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(925) 736-9000

www.LarryPorteousDDS.com

Has your
kitchen
gone to

the dogs?

Dean & Sarah offer
personalized service &
creative solutions. From

planning to shopping, we
bring the store to YOU!

Qanville
Kitchens & 23aths

925.820.2724
Fax: 925.362.0755
Lic. 770455

www.Danvillekitchensandbaths.com

Celebrating Our
15 Year Anniversary

AUTOCARE ot DANVILLE

(925) 837-7913

195 HARTZ AVE.
DANVILLE

(Across from Pete’s Brass Rail & Carwash)

¢ Electrical Systems Repair ¢ Smog

* Brake Repairs ¢ Air Conditioning

* Batteries * 30-60-90k Maintenance
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00 * Sat. 8:00-2:00

e b
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for the
gardener in
all of us

310

with a minimum
purchase of $75

simply present this ad at
your local Navlet’s store

y i
AnboL)
Gavletd

GARDEN CENTERS

navletsgardens.com
all stores open 7 days a week!

Fremont
46100 Warm Springs Blvd.
(510) 657-7511

Concord
1555 Kirker Pass Rd.

(925) 681-0550

Danville
800 Camino Ramon

(925) 837-9144
Pleasant Hill
2895 Contra Costa Blvd.
(925) 939-9000

Martinez
6740 Alhambra Ave.
(925) 935-9125




DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

BEST OF

Keep those dear little heads warm in style with these hats from Bellies N’ Babies in

Danville, voted Best Children’s Clothing Store.

Best of

» Continued from page 29

Best Men’s Clothing Store—
Edge Shop for Men

Are we in Europe? You might
think so to look at the stylish men’s
clothing in Edge on the corner of
Prospect and Front Street. When
guys finally outgrow the jeans and
T-shirt phase, this is the place to
get them turned out in trendy duds,
tasteful and elegant enough to walk
onto the pages of GQ. Let wardrobe
consultant Charles Meng turn you—
or your man—into a classy dude.

Best Store for Pets—

Molly’s Pup-Purr-Ee
A big sign on the wall reads:
“Life’s too short to wear boring
collars.” And the stock at Molly’s
supports this belief. It also has a
great selection of halters, the only
way to go with the little "uns, and
seasonal collars; pet beds sized from
teensy to moose; ditto the dishes.
It’s a fun shop to check out, and
it’s a joy to observe your fellow
customers, especially the little furry
ones. There is great stuff for dogs,

cats and people who are pet lovers.
Where else can you buy socks deco-
rated with black labs? Pyrenees Pets
and Alamo Pets were runners up.

Best Place to Buy a Gift—
The Livery Shops

Around here we'’re big fans of
recycled gifts. But they all have to
start somewhere and our readers
say the Livery Shops are a great
gift-buying destination. Looking
for something for someone who
has everything? Check it out. Of
course, we don’t personally know
anyone who has everything but
we’re sure a lot of them live around
here. Elegant Clutter, located in
the Livery, was just one vote away
from being the best. And just about
every shop in Danville and Alamo
had a few fans.

Best Shoe Store—Tootsies

A woman can never have too
many shoes—just ask Imelda
Marcos. Of course, your collection
may never be a tourist destination.
But Tootsies is a good place to start
for darling shoes to match every
outfit or whim.

» Continued on page 33
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Voted ‘Best Lingem’e Store

Up-to-date news
about Danville
every day

Thank you for voting us
Best Children's Discount Store
S RL9F  and Best Maternity Store

* Citizens of Humanity
# Michael Stars

* Juicy Couture

* Chip and Pepper

#* Susana Monaco

#* Petunia Picklebottom
* Baby Nay

# Gold Rush

166 East Prospect Avenue . Downtown
Danville . 837-7100
Open Monday-Saturday 10-6, Sunday 11-5

J. HETTINGER INTERIORS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

h Voted Best
S

&gy Interior Designer

ASSISTANT DESIGNERS
DELIVERY
J. HETTINGER INTERIORS
WWW]JHETTINGER.COM

J. HETTINGER PLAZA
200 HARTZ AVENUE
DANVILLE, CA 94526
TEL: 925-820-9336

g

INTERIORS
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We’ll save you time, money... and maybe your vacation!

ﬂmagmatton i
the lestcnatcon

| SERVING THE |}
TRI-VALLEY
FOR OVER

25 YEARS

Danville Travel, Inc.
623 San Ramon Valle Blvd ¢ Danville

925-820-5500

www.danville-travel.com
info@danville-travel.com

Thank you for
voting us Best
Travel Planner

el

NAIL SALONS

Thank you for
voting us for
“Best Manicure/
Pedicure in Danville”

925-743-9000

Danville Livery

Pleasurable Perfectlon’

Extraordinary Spa Services
At Everyday Prices.

925-901-1500

Crow Canyon Commons
www.pinkiesnailsalons.com

Page 32 ¢ September 28, 2007 ¢ Danville Weekly

EXP

- g

EX%NCE

Dhe finest interiors begin with
good taste. Good interior design
doesn’t have to be expensive,
but mistakes always are!

$100

per unit

Zet our designers help you avoid
costly mistakes and help you
find the right decorating solution!

HOLIDAY

SALE
Fine Furniture
Bernhardt, C , Lane,
*Hickory- Whitcetc Save up to $100 on select
Save 20-30% Hunter Douglas

Custom Draperies window fashions.

Swags, Valances,
Roman Shades

® Save up to 25%

Y) inderion

120 W. Linda Mesa Ave. » Danville « 925.837.0997
www.indesign-interiors.com

Ask for details today!
Sept. 25 - Dec. 15 2007

(Limit one rebate form per household)

Hunter Douglas Priority Dealer

Discover the Indesign difference-where Design becomes affordable!

Thank you to all of our
» loyal clients for voting us
BERLOF  “Best Pilates Studio”

=X PILATES

NOWOPEN o e

IN ALAMO

CALL TODAY FOR ?4
A FREE SESSION
925.838.9900

190 D Alamo Plaza, Alamo
2211 B San Ramon Valley Blvd, San Ramon



SHANNON COREY

BEST OF

Rakestraw Books owner David Barnard advises a mother on selections for a children’s
book club. The shop was chosen Best Bookstore by our readers.

Best of

» Continued from page 31

Best Toy/Kids Store—
Games Unlimited

Trains and games and dolls, oh
my! Need a gift or something spe-
cial for your own child? Check out
this place—it may also bring out
the inner child in you.

Best Wine Store—
Beverages & More

Walking into Beverages & More
is like entering a huge supermarket
filled with beer and wine, with many
fermented with the finest fruits and
ingredients in California, Europe
and other places. It offers fabulous
snacks, wine samples and the fun-
niest greeting cards. If you want
wine deals at an affordable rate, visit
BevMo and see if its merlot, cham-
pagne, chardonnay and other bottles
satisfy your palate. The individual-
sized hard liquor bottles help to
keep your drinking under control.

Best Assemble Your
Own Meal Store—
Now We’re Cooking
Now we’re talking—help with
the cooking chores. Try this place

Trusted Brands ..

‘_ __Cabinet Knobs

Swarovski Crystal

Hammered Iron

4 Italian Renaissance
Pan - Asian
Myles Away

RICHERT

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton « 925 846 5040

out for a fun experience, good
nibbling while you assemble your
meals, and then good eating for
weeks to come.

Best American Food
Restaurant—
Pete’s Brass Rail & Car Wash

See page 37 under “Best Place to
Get Together With Friends.”

Best Bakery—Katrina Rozelle
Pastries & Desserts

Do you smell sweet cakes, cook-
ies and tarts in the air at Alamo
Plaza? Then you must be at Katrina
Rozelle Pastries & Desserts. Owner
Katrina Rozelle Topp, one of the
finest bakers in California, adds
elegance and grace to her luscious
baked treats. Danville Town Bakery
was a close runnerup.

Best Breakfast—

Country Waffles
Smell the scent of fresh eggs,
French toast, pancakes and waffles
percolating in the air at Country
Waffles, which beat Vally Medlyn’s
by a slim margin. Stop by the
eatery in the morning and you’ll
find waitresses giving you sunny
smiles, “hello’s,” “hi’s” and “how
are you’s.” Country Waffles is
located where San Ramon Valley
Boulevard splits into Railroad

» Continued on page 35

.Since 1976

s,
& Sunol Blvd Exit
' 1/4 Mile East

CLOSED SUNDAYS

In appreciation to all our valued customers—
we invite you to join us to celebrate twenty-
Jour years in dlamo and fourteen years in

Lipermore devoted to making your shopping

easier, available & most of all FUN!

&c/mrds//é

Ehe creative marketeiace

Thank you to all of our
loyal customers for voting
us Best Craft Store

/0

Welcome to Richard’s Crafts, the creative marketplace located in Alamo, CA and Livermore, CA. We
are known for our friendly, highly-experienced staff, knowledgeable in all areas of arts, crafts, floral
and standard and custom framing and scrapbooking. Our floral designers can either make, or assist
you, in making the perfect floral arrangement, wreath, or garland. At Christmas time, Richard'’s is
transformed into a winter wonderland with all of your holiday decorating needs. We also carry a wide
variety of Halloween, Fall and other holiday items. The art department carries a wide variety of paints,
paper, easels, canvas and unfinished wood.

Log on to our website for our latest sale and coupons!

Livermore
447-0471
Plaza 580
Shopping Center
(next to Mervyns)

Alamo
820-4731

Alamo Plaza
Shopping Center
(next to Lawrence’s Meats)

| Website: www.richardsartsandcrafts.com '

Thanks for
voting for us!

SENIOR CITIZENS
DISCOUNT

10% OFF
EVERY TUESDAY
55 or older

(excludes items on sale and
custom framing)

Bishop Ranch Veterinary
Center & Urgent Care

Routine and Specialty Services

* Wellness Exams & Preventive Care
e Surgery & Internal Medicine

e Dentistry

e X-rays & Ultrasound

e Laparoscopy and Endoscopy

* Reproductive Services

e Acupuncture & Chiropractic Care
e Chemotherapy

Urgent Care Services
* 24 Hour Patient Care

* Trauma Surgery

* Emergency Transfusions
e Toxicity / Poison Treatment

* Oxygen Therapy & Neon
Incubators

* In-house Diagnostic Laboraf

(.

Boarding ¢ Grooming °
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

WEEKDAYS: 7AM — MIDNIGHT » WE
DOCTORS ON STAFF UNTIL 10PM

Dogs ° Cats * Birds * Exotics

925.866.83817

2000 Bishop Drive, San Ramon CA 94583
il —
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et Stip lies

Veterinary Center
& Urgent Care
www.webvets.com



(FROM LEFT TO:RIGHT) Peterdohnson, Jim Black, Cory Slattengren and customer Tom Parke. . Fi .

“We Strive to inspire, enhance and deliver the best customized lending solution for both your short and long term objectives. We look
forward to continuing to delivering the best level of service and knowledge to help you make the best decision for you and your family.”

N An exceptional neighborhood Counm&ix :
deserves exceptional service. N

As seasoned home loan consultants, we are proud of our professional association
with Countrywide®. Together, we strive to offer the highest level of customer
service in the industry. Convenient and

. . . . personalized home
As part of the Countrywide family, we will work closely with you and make sure

your customer service experience is one that you'll tell your friends and loan process
associates about!

Please feel free to call us directly so we can tell you more about the many ways Local decision-
we can make you feel at home. making process
Jim Black Peter Johnson enabling timely and
Custom Construction Lending Team Custom Construction Lending Team .
esr 78 925-285-4898 Cll and Best 925.314-7011 - Direc Offce reliable answers to
\& P 925-314-7010 Direct Wk 925-788-9394 - Cell your home financing
1-866-410-3089 Direct Fax 866-905-8753 - E-Fax

questions

James_Black@countrywide.com peter_m_johnson@countrywide.com

. Ja\ u
wemeefimblack om Cory Slattengren Countl‘yWId@

Custom Construction Lending Team A wide variety of
Production Assistant; Team “Black” HOME LOANS h fi :
925-314-7012 - Office ome Tinancing

866-905-8749 - Fax options
925-683-0644 - Cell

7 Railroad Avenue Danville, CA 94526
Countrywide Financial Corporation is America’s #1 home loan lender* and a
member of the prestigious Standard & Poor’s 500 and Fortune 500.

= Equal Housing Lender. © 2005 Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., 4500 Park Granada, Calabasas, CA 91302. Trade/service marks are

the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. Licensed by the Department of Corporation under California
residential Mortgage Lending Act. Some products may not be available in California. For California residents and properties only. This is
not a commitment to lend. Restrictions apply. All rights reserved. *Source: As ranked for 2004 by Inside Mortgage Finance (Jan. 28, 2005),
Copyright 2005. 51108
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» Continued from page 35

Avenue and Hartz—stop for break-
fast as you enter downtown.

Best Burger—Lawrence Meats

Hands down. Smell the smoke at
Lawrence Meats and see if you can
pass it by. The butcher shop bar-
beques the best burgers, franks and
grilled pork sandwiches in the area,
out on the patio. If your mouth is
watering for a hamburger, hotdog,
chicken, pork or steak sandwich,
drop by Lawrence Meats around
lunchtime.

Best Burrito—
El Balazo Crossroads

It’s like little Mexico when
you enter Taqueria El Balazo
Crossroads. The Taqueria’s burri-
tos, fajitas and quesadillas are made
fresh—with newly cooked meats,
beans, rice and vegetables daily.
The wall paintings of Mexican cul-
ture inside Taqueria add to the

Latin tang in your burritos.

Best Chinese Restaurant—
Uncle Yu’s
Readers raved about Uncle Yu’s
Szechuan on Crow Canyon Place
for all-round good Chinese fare plus
for takeout. Bring on the chopsticks!
Alamo Palace was popular, too.

Best Deli—Domenico’s
OK, it ain’t a Jewish deli in New
York but it sure has its specialties.
Its wild rice salad is tops, although
our Epicure columnist has given a
recipe for one she says is its equal.
But the point of a deli is to find it
readymade and, in most cases, better
than you can make it yourself. And

Domenico’s does this in spades.

Best French Restaurant—
Pascal French Oven

The choice is yours at Pascal
French Oven. Scones, omelets and
coffee for breakfast? How about
grilled chicken and avocado on a
croissant for lunch? Mmmm. Eat
at Pascal French Oven on Railroad
Avenue for a taste of Paris and
great friendly service. And you can
order in English.

Best Ice Cream / Yogurt
Shop—Cold Stone Creamery
The main draw of Cold Stone,
located in the Livery, is that patrons

Richard’s Arts & Crafts in Alamo was honored by our readers as the best in its category.

get to pick what ice cream they
want along with a “mix-in” of
their choosing that can be anything
from strawberries to graham crack-
ers to chocolate chips, which all
gets mixed together on a cold stone
(hence the name). Just one vote
behind was Yogurt Shack, opened
on the corner of Hartz and Diablo
Road by a Danville family last year.
Here you add your own toppings and
pay according to the weight. The
Web site lists the flavors of the day.

Best Independent
Coffee House—
Yellow Wood Coffee & Tea
The gold light in Yellow Wood
Coffee brings out the glitter from
baristas brewing coffee, and tran-
quility from customers as they sit
on soft couches and chairs, work-
ing on their laptops or conversing

about their lives, their families,
their views of the world. Venture
capitalists wearing jeans, college
students wearing sweatpants, moth-
ers with other mothers, and a sing-
ing barista hang out at the popular
coffee shop in Alamo.

Best Indian Restaurant—
Masala Indian Fusion

Masala pairs the spices of tra-
ditional Indian fare with Western
ingredients to bring its cuisine to a
new level. The décor is sparse and
pleasing, and the food presentation

makes each plate a work of art.

Best Italian Restaurant—
Basil Leaf Café

The best of Northern Italy is
right here on Hartz Avenue. From a

» Continued on page 36

% Full Service

@ Worldwide delivery
<« Floral Arrangements
% Cut Flowers

< Plants, Gifts

¥ST O
St

Thank you for voting
East Bay Flower Company
Best Florist in Danville

www.EastBayFlo

'ngated at the Danville Livery
206 Sycamore Valley Rd. West

. Monday-Saturday 9-6 rm. | & .
TEL: 925-837-3418 rax: 925-837-2946

Smog King

Every two years

0|=|=

All Smogs Includmg: St o
e DMV Renewal
e Test Only

* RV’s

¢ Gross Polluters

3440-D
Stanley Blvd. 19 Beta Ct.
Pleasanton San Ramon
925-846-7664 | 925-820-5665

{_ Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

£ Q\MA

FARMERS

Mona Torres Agency

More Options. More Discounts.

Even if you've checked us out in the past
—you need to look again!

Auto — Life — Home — Business

Mona Torres

925.395.7809
P.O. Box 453
Alamo,CA 94597

mtorres @farmersagent.com

A3H0Q NONNYHS

925-820-0185

319 Diablo Rd. Ste. 202
Danville

GAYLER .
E————
CONSTRUCTIONE

Improving Lives
through
Fine Designs, Remodels & Additions

www.gaylerconstruction.com

Lic. #384275

r
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www.masalaindianfusion.com
449 San Ramon Valley Rd. Danville, CA

t: 925.362.4900 f: 925.855.4552

Voted Best Indian Resturantant

Thank you parents
for voting us
Best Matrial Arts Studio!
[t f TR

Tao Sports
Develops Leaders!
We don't just teach
excellent martial arts...
We strive to develop
leaders for fomorrow.

Adults, Children & Families
Ages 4 and Up
Ask about family discounts

: Back to School :
_Special

One week

Building Champions in Life! : :
: of Group Classes :
1 1
1 1

462 Hartz Ave, Danville
(next to Bridges across from La Ultima)
925.831.3188
www.taosports.us

Sept 28-29

Cotta:ge Jowel

725-D Raitvoad Ave
Danwville
(925) 837-2664

Extended /wiw(ay howrs
Tues/Thurs Evenings U 7 pm
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Peeling
Patina?

Check us out at:
www.Alamopainting.com
1-800-OK-ALAMO

Lic#793866

0 U ym

For 18 Years of
Community Suppor’r

llu“"- _—

First Choice

& Floor
Carpet * Hardwood+ Window Coverings = Tile
| Coll Eﬁﬁ-?] 5- RUGS for o FREE In-Home Appointment

www.firsichoiceabbevcarpet.com

A big thank you to our wcnderful clients!
..\ Lot
SERALL AT

‘o

1_ .\ 'E\;i.-;;&,
"_r- -y " .

WE'RECOOKING

To show our appreciation for voting us number one, a
10% discount ordering on-line, Code 781A13 Expires Oct 14,

Large selection of ready to go side dishes & meals.
NEW: Team building corporate events. Wine & food tastings.
Holidays are coming: special meals and sides.

p 148 E Prospect Ave.
www.NowWereCooking.com Danville 743-1212

With over 40 years of combined experience
in financial services and asset management,
Summit Financial Group partners Nathan
Bennett, Steve Wilcox and Don Ledoux
specialize in retirement planning and helping
small business owners coordinate their
financial plans and strategies.

Summit Financial thanks all of
the Danville Weekly readers who

voted us BEST FINANCIAL
PLANNERS!

SUMMTIT

FINANCIAL GROUP, LLX

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Service:

TR#0

Page 36 ¢ September 28, 2007 ¢ Danville Weekly

BEST OF

Best of

» Continued from page 36

chicken portobello sandwich with
fresh basil on a baguette to linguini
with garlic and mushrooms and
basil for lunch and to eggplant tri-
colore with fresh mozzarella and
roasted pepper, and penne with
smoked salmon and fresh spinach
in gorgonzola oil, you’ll find your
appetite soothed and your hunger
filled—maybe for weeks. How can
you resist the alluring temptations
of Basil Leaf Cafe?

Best Mediterranean/Middle
Eastern Restaurant—
The Peasant & The Pear

This restaurant in downtown
Danville said it owes its name to its
rustic California and Mediterranean
cuisine. Apparently, that’s how our
readers see it, too. Faz Restaurant
came in second.

Best Mexican Restaurant—
Luna Loca Mexican Restaurant

Not only the food is good here—
the location is beautiful, located
in the Livery with a patio that is
mucho relaxing.

Best Outdoor Dining—Faz

Faz has a large inviting patio
situated among redwood trees. The
tinkling of the fountain and the
sounds of visiting and laughing
make it perfect on a warm sum-
mer evening. Of course the food
helps the fun atmosphere—the
Mediterranean specialties or the
gourmet pizzas cooked in a wood
burning oven that also produces flat
bread to die for.

Best Personal Chef—
Niel Ruggiero Chef for Hire
What a concept! What’s Niel’s
number?

Best Pizza—Ascona Pizza Co.
Voters find that Ascona Pizza
Co. on Camino Tassajara near the

Comprehensive Financial Services
2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120
San Ramon, CA 94583 « www.summitfingroup.com

925-866-7800

Fore! Round Hill Country Club tied with

Blackhawk for Best Golf Course in the area.

Blackhawk Safeway is the yum-
miest pizzeria in the area and
it’s got stiff competition. They
say the pizza’s savory, cheesy and
garlic buttered crust brings bound-
less ecstasy to their tastebuds.
Plus, the casual family ambiance,
sports theme and friendly service
keeps customers coming for more
cheese, more garlic and more fun.

Best Place for a Business
Lunch—Piatti’s
An important trait for a busi-
ness lunch is bustle—mustn’t for-
get we’re on limited time here.
Good food and ambiance are also
a must.

Best Romantic Restaurant—
Bridges

Bridges again! It also won for
the Best Place for a First Date.
Can there be a connection? New
romance or old, this spot has it. It
begins as the valet opens your car
doors, and you stroll through the
vine-covered entrance. Then gaze

ies Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. Summit Financial Group LLC is independently owned and operated.
57 DOFU 07/2007

into each other’s eyes over one of
its fine meals with a world-class
wine. Last time we were there for
dinner, no fewer than four couples
were celebrating their anniversa-
ries. A toast to romance!

Best Sushi/Japanese
Restaurant—Kane Sushi
Japanese Cuisine

Sushi is popular here—this
category received a lot of votes.
And Kane was voted the best by
our readers. One problem we’ve
found—you may have to wait for
a table.

Best Take-out Restaurant—
Great Impasta
Some foods travel better than
others and pasta seems to travel
best of all. Especially from the
Great Impasta in the Livery.

Best Thai Restaurant—
Thai House Restaurant
Sawaddi! This means hello and
goodbye. The Thai House on Rose
Avenue in Danville not only serves
scrumptious food but the little
restaurant is charmingly decorated
with Siamese décor. The waitress-
es hail from the Land of Smiles
and have brought their gracious
ways with them. Be sure to ask
if mangoes and sticky rice are in
season for dessert—only the Thais
would have thought of this magi-
cal food combination. Jitr Thai
in Alamo was a close second.
Sawaddi.

Best California Cuisine—
Patrick David

Patrick David has made a mark
for itself and put Danville on the
map, with both its gourmet meals
and its desserts. Our readers also
like the Peasant and the Pear, and
Café Esin.

Best Bike or Walking Trail;
Best Place to Jog, Walk a Dog
—Iron Horse Trail

How lucky we are to have this
wonderful resource. Thank good-

» Continued on page 37
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» Continued from page 36

ness we thought to kick out the
Southern Pacific, put its trains in
storage somewhere, pick up all
that nasty iron track, and leave its
right of way for us to bike, walk,
jog and walk our dogs. Plus how
wonderful that the San Ramon
Valley had its era of the train
so the railroad bought the land
when it was still affordable and
preserved this thoroughfare for us
instead of building more houses.
We have enough houses, but such
a lovely trail is a gift from the
gods. Sometimes things just work
out, don’t they?

Best Health Club—
Bally Total Fitness
It’s nice our readers chose Bally
because it also gets involved with
community projects such as the
Weight Loss Challenge held last
spring. Check out the trainers and
equipment, located in the Town
and Country Shopping Center.

Best Martial Arts Studio—
Tao Sports

Tao Sports Taekwondo owner
Rick Kemsley, an avid Harry
Potter fan, and his staff of instruc-
tors help students develop their
bodies, minds and spirits in har-
mony through discipline and
focused martial arts training. From
his teachings, his students find
success in his school and in life.
Kemsley’s mantra focuses on safe-
ty and core conditioning and a fun
environment where his students
can reach the pinnacle of their
potential.

Best Personal Trainer/Studio—
Fitness Together
This must be the best way to get
in shape, with a personal trainer.
Our readers seemed to know all
about it—no wonder everyone
looks so good!

Best Yoga/Pilates—
IM=X Pilates Studio
This place has added a second
location in Alamo—it must be
doing something right.

Best Nursery—
Navlet’s Garden Center

This newly re-built garden cen-
ter is as spacious and fresh as
any gardener could ask. It can
take a long time to peruse all the
items for sale inside the build-
ing. What garden doesn’t need a
little troll to hide among its foli-
age? The selection of gardening
hats is outstanding, for both men
and women—and recommended
by the American Cancer Society.
Once outside, row after row of
fresh and healthy plants shout,
“Buy me! Buy me!” And your
garden will surely be the better for
your lack of willpower. Tassajara
Nursery came in second. Who can
resist a peak at its pottery while
driving east on Camino Tassajara?

Best Antique Store—

Sophie’s At Rue 137
Check it out next time you're
at Starbucks or cruising the shops

on Prospect. Cottage Jewel on
Railroad was a close second.

Best Flooring Store—First
Choice Abby Carpet of Danville

Time for new carpeting already?
First Choice was the readers first
choice.

Best Hardware Store—

Alamo Yardbirds Home Depot

Everyone lamented its closure
last year and now everyone seems
thrilled to have it back. Need a
hammer? Nails? Microwave oven?
Alamo Yardbirds Home Depot has
it all. Plus it’s a great place to
run into friends, second only to
Alamo Safeway. And, as some-
one blogged on our Web site—it
pipes in classical music. The new
nursery section still has all the old
basics and is a convenient spot to
pick up some color. The renova-
tions also resulted in an attractive
fence section at its rear on the Iron
Horse Trail.

Best Home
Consignment Shop—
Home Consignment Center

Check in frequently because the
stock keeps changing. And so can

your home with the treasures you
find here.

Best Home Furnishings—
Elegant Clutter
This is another one of those
places to check out frequently. It’s
great for gifts—for friends or for
yourself.

Best Interior Designer—
J. Hettinger Interiors
Stunning. What more can be said
about the results after a home has
been entrusted to J. Hettinger?

Best Kitchen/Bath Designer
and Best Kitchen/Bath
Remodeler—
Kitchens of Diablo

Our readers raved about this
place—its designs, its timeliness
and the results. “I felt comfort-
able leaving for vacation while the
work was in progress,” reported
one fan.

Best Landscaper/Designer—
Big Dog Landscape
Just who is responsible for all
these beautiful yards? Quite a few
chose Big Dog.

Thank you
for voting us

Best French

Restaurant
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Best Remodeling Contractor—
Shawn Lober Construction

Shawn Lober makes remodel-
ing like ripping off a Band-Aid:
Most people cringe at the thought
of tearing their house apart in the
name of a new bathroom or wing,
but this year’s winner prides him-
self on making it quick and pain-
less. Our readers say he rolls the
work along like clockwork.

Best Place for a Picnic—
Mount Diablo

Like your picnics with a view?
Apparently our readers do, too.
Although the Danville and Alamo
parks all had their fans, Mount
Diablo won by a large margin.
Since it’s right in our back yard,
it’s not too far to go to just enjoy
a meal although it can easily be
combined with a hike; you can
hike to the 3,839-foot summit on
trails ranging from just less than
a mile to almost seven miles. The
state park also has picnic tables
with plenty of parking and group
picnic areas.

Best Place for an
After Work Drink
—Piatti’s
We noticed this when we did a
story on Singles in the Suburbs.

Best Place for
Dancing and Best Place
for Live Music—
Sh-Boom

Makes sense the two would go
together.

Best Place to Get Together
With Friends—Pete’s Brass
Rail and Car Wash

This is a place with a buzz as
the beer flows and patrons contend
to try yet another of the brews on
Pete’s Connoisseur’s Club Hall
of Fame Beer List. As the restau-
rant says: “There is no brass rail,
there is no car wash, and who
the hell is Pete?” No one seems
bothered by these incongruities as
the restaurant welcomes families,
singles and everyone in between.
The salads are big, the burgers are
delicious and the staff is friendly.
It’s nice on quiet nights to watch
a game, but on weekends, the
excitement level is high—must be
all those people getting together
with friends. m

French Café & Bakery

SPECIALIZING IN FRESHLY BAKED
FRENCH PASTRIES

Monday-Saturday 6:00-3:00 pm ~ Sunday 7:00-3:00 pm
www.pascalcafe.com

; 155 Railroad Ave., Danville ~ 925.838.7349

Fur & Feathers
Pet Sitting

Leave the pet care to me!!!

Doggies, Kitties, Birds and Fish
Loving care while you are away.

Daily visits, dog walking, vet appts. & Grooming appts. kept.
Need a pet picked up while you are at work?

Call me!!
Barbara Monroe, Owner

925-998-9317
furfeatherpet@aol.com

¢ Summit Preschool

Home Environment Close to Blackhawk Plaza

Enrolling Now for 2007-2008 School Year
Don’t Wait! Limited Space Available!

+ A Stimulating and Fun Classroom
Environment that Encourages your
Child to Achieve Self-Confidence,
Emotional Maturity, and a Lifetime
Love for Learning

+ Accelerated
Pre-Kindergarten Program

+ Comfortable Setting
with Small Class Size

+ Choices of Morning
or Afternoon Programs
(2, 3, or 5 Days Per Week)

+ 3 1/2 hrs Sessions with
Competitive Fee Schedule

* Ages 3+ up
For more information, call Shazi at 925.548.582
(Over 15 years of experience with Challenger,

Stratford Schools and 5 years with Summit as Principal)
Email: summit.preschool@yahoo.com

S
\'-.STOp Y
‘-

+ An Excellent Curriculum including
Phonics, Math, Music, Arts and
Crafts, Science, Computer,
Cooking, Sports, Field-Trips, and
lots of Hands-on Activities

Thank you for voti
Jero'l Salon'and'D
Spa as best hair, 53[2'!‘:'1
for Wormen Sl
b N

N

A 7 b

5% 925-820-6044

301 IrH‘Emz_)kvenue#101 l
www.jerolsalon.com

\Men, wome
\ Open Mon-Sun,

Visit.our Beatt

7 FARMERS N
RGN
T Oy S®
3150 Crow Canyon Place, 100
San Ramon, CA 94583

Lic # 0E86112
925-866-7031
Imaloney@farmersagent.com

Lee Maloney
Insurance Agent

Homeowners, how does saving 20% on your
auto insurance or 15% on your home sound?

Farmers gets you back where you belong.

Life * Auto ®* Home ® Business

*Additional professional discounts may apply.
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W_The Combs Team ..

Professionals You Can

Count on!
Call Joe and Nancy

925-989-6086

Nancy P. Combs Visit www.thecombsteam.com

24 Hour Free Audio Tour (866) 374-0607

West Side Alamo Estate

Joe Combs

Gated Estate Property

Four bedroom with Guest Home,
pool and incredible views
$2,179,000

in West Side Alamo
Updated $2,239,000

South Walnut Creek (SRVUSD)
X1000
| boid

Stony Brook - Downtown Danville

Beautiful Single Story on Large Corner
Lot! 4 bedroom with office. Alamo
schools. Price $879,000

Absolutely Stunning Model 5
Completely Updated
Call for details

Read Joe and Nancy’s Real Estate
Column in Alive East Bay Magazine

1675 A EL NIDO

END UNIT DIABLO CHALET

8 This home is filled with light and character. It

d boasts beautiful views of the first fairway, two
patios and a large wrap around deck. Built in
1918 the home offers @ 2750 sq ft of spacious

living. Enjoy the convenience of living at the
— Club.

$1,199,000

1 2059 CASA NUESTRA
FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY

.77 acre lot with 2 homes, located close to
Diablo Country Club. Serene setting. The
homes, 1880 sq ft and 1000 sq ft, are rented.
# Remodel existing structures or build your
dream home.

$1,799,000
COMING SOON

Historic home on @ 1 level acre. Lower

{ Diablo, surrounded by oak trees, this property
features a classic old home, apartment, guest
house, horse coral, and a beautiful creek side
setting. Call for more details.

(925) 743-1225
MarileeHeaden.com
MarileeHeaden @aol.com

Realtor of Integrity,
Experience, and Excellence
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s Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

SALES AT A GLANCE

Alamo

Total sales reported: 2
Lowest sale reported:
$906,500

Highest sale reported:
$2,075,000

Average sales reported:
$1,490,750

Danville

Total sales reported: 27
Lowest sale reported:
$427,000

Highest sale reported:
$3,147,000

Average sales reported:
$1,063,056

This week’s data represents homes sold during August 2007

Walnut Creek

Total sales reported: 25
Lowest sale reported:
$220,000

Highest sale reported:
$1,075,000

Average sales reported:
$631,740

1 U |V .
Source: California REsource

This week’s data represents
homes sold during August
2007

Alamo

30 Camille Place I. Pinto
to P. & K. Sherwood for
$906,500

219 Dorchester Lane
Rogers Trust to G. & A.
Vavoso for $2,075,000

Danville

223 Arthur Court J. Wu to
R. Dintino for $1,385,000

1 Brooktree Drive R. &
M. Chestnutt to M. & M.
Ospeck for $3,147,000

564 Cambrian Way Handy
Trust to R. Lai for $626,000

102 Cameo Drive Sirva
Relocation to S. & M.
Kosinski for $750,000
2482 Diablo Ranch Place
M. & P. Potthoff to Busch
Properties for $2,050,000

3081 Fostoria Circle R.
Choudhury to J. & C. Liu for
$427,000

710 Genoa Court

Lennar Homes to D. & J.
Brunckhurst for $1,139,000

718 Genoa Court Lennar
Homes to P. Chakraborty for
$1,134,000

839 Griffon Court Shapell
Industries to W. Hester for
$1,069,000

11 Harris Court Love Lane
Limited to S. & J. Ohara for
$2,233,500

392 Karelian Street Shapell
Industries to D. Ramirez for
$502,000

17 Lakefield Court E. & R.
Bunce to F. & C. Terranova
for $1,059,000

1968 Mantova Street KB
Homes to W. & T. Hornbach
for $1,077,500

1976 Mantova Street KB
Homes to Frieburg Trust for
$1,178,000

1435 Menton Street Lennar
Homes to R. & K. Khanolkar
for $1,055,500

1305 Monterosso Street
Lennar Homes to J. & C.
Turner for $1,267,000

2200 Oneida Circle
Peterson Trust to D. Enander
for $635,000

216 Pembrook Street
Shapell Industries to J.
Moirao for $465,500

273 Pembrook Street
Shapell Industries to W. Wu
for $502,000

1009 Phoenix Street E. &
L. Rodekohr to V. Bhat for
$515,000

317 Ranger Place D. & D.
Nixon to M. & J. Sullivan for
$835,000

1808 Rioja Street KB
Homes to S. Masias for
$845,500

1155 River Rock Lane
Black Trust to S. Lin for
$680,000

30 Savona Court U. & S.
Sasson to R. & T. Dallara for
$1,395,000

304 West Prospect Avenue
Sale Trust to J. Nguyen for
$1,180,000

109 Westfield Circle R. &
W. Emett to B. & T. Kirsch
for $570,000

4016 Westminster Place
J. Ingle to M. Lyons for
$980,000

Walnut Creek

40 Alegra Court Kelsey
Trust to P. & J. Amen for
$812,500

2369 Buena Vista Avenue
Pacheco Trust to K. & C.
Harrison for $560,000

1285 Clover Lane Nalley
Trust to M. Breed for
$1,075,000

115 Crosby Court Fairways
340 Limited to C. Hayashida
for $220,000

1264 Crown Court G. &

J. Bustamante to C. & S.
Bickerton for $955,000

752 Hilton Road Mccormick
Trust to E. Silva for
$1,025,000

1217 Juanita Drive E.
Silva to Mccormick Trust for
$675,000

221 Masters Court #2
Fairways 340 Limited to P.
Riley for $220,000

353 Masters Court
Fairways 340 Limited

to Devincenzi Trust for
$460,000

355 Masters Court
Fairways 340 Limited

to Devincenzi Trust for
$458,000

1360 Milton Avenue
Sciortino Trust to M. & K.
Winston for $1,000,000.00

459 Muller Road D. & J.
Anderson to R. King for
$875,000

460 North Civic Drive #310
M. Hillany to H. Tabatabaei
for $317,000

728 Palomino Court J. & L.
Coltart to J. & C. Khoury for
$880,000

441 Pimlico Drive National
Residential to C. Ovalles for
$588,000

125 Player Court #3
Fairways 340 Limited to R.
Tracy for $451,000

1046 Sheppard Road
Gayton Trust to M. Sheldon
for $569,000

607 Sitka Drive J. Tilley to
Tonda Trust for $765,000
1873 Stratton Circle
Meehan Trust to G. Norrie for
$694,000

965 Terra California

Drive #2 Bracken Trust to
Pancheco Trust for $540,000
4259 Terra Granada Drive
#3B J. Murphy to King Trust
for $450,000

49 Valla Court Daneiko
Trust to D. & C. Mathews for
$569,000

2602 Venado Camino ACE
Securities to Wilson Trust for
$815,000

1310 Walden Road #4 P.
Fabbricatore to A. Zuazo for
$300,000

1186 Walker Avenue #213
Paulson Limited to B. Song
for $520,000



DAN‘”LLE WEEKLY OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

ALAMO

3 Bedrooms

1244 Stone Valley Rd. $1,349,000
Sat 11-2/Sun 12-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 838-4300

4 Bedrooms

46 Vista Ln. $1,385,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 J. Rockcliff Realtors 672-2499
196 Bolla Ave. $1,895,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 337-3333
101 Oakridge Dr. $1,329,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 586-5456
44 Tennis Club Dr. $1,349,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 200-3600
7 Red Birch Ct. $1,895,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 577-4165

3357 Deer Hollow Dr.
Sun 1:30-4:30 J. Rockcliff Realtors  817-9079

6 Bedrooms

5483 Blackhawk Dr. $3,495,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 J. Rockcliff Realtors  838-2239
3 Bedrooms

120 Montair Ct. $1,695,000
Sun 2-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 672-2499
2134 Presidio Ct. $638,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 510-910-3864
114 Heritage Park Dr. $655,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 200-5026
204 Walnut Creek Ct. $918,000
Sat 1-4 Rinetti & Co.  510-326-0378

Sun 1-4

J. Rockcliff Realtors 457-4551

101 Castleford Cir. $1,115,900 3161 Wrangler Rd. $836,000 11750 Silvergate Dr. $619,999
Sat/Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 855-4046  Sun 1-5 J. Rockcliff Realtors 735-7653  Sun 1:30-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 202-5508
300 Rassai Ct. $1,949,000 2463 Canyon Lakes Dr. $864,950 11474 Silvergate Dr. $725,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 980-4816  Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 788-4380 sun 2-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 784-7000
423 Sutton Cir. $684,900 8075 Briar Oaks Dr. $884,500
Sun 1-4 Prudential 858-4384  Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Ry 4 Bedrooms
246 Abigail Cir. $999,999 107 Edgeware Ct. $889,000 10894 Inspiration Cir. $1,450,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 451-7287  Sun 1-4 Windermere 785-1386 Sat 1-4 Keller Williams 398-0234
5 Bedrooms 154 Sussex ) $975,000 11644 Circle Wy. $739,950
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 683-5165  Sun 1:30-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 570-0717
23 Campbell PI. $1,499,900
Sun 1-4 J. Rockeliff Realtors ~~ 736-8411  IEMAEL{INE 5 Bedrooms
300 Rubicon Valley Ct: $1,049,000 5336 Signal Hill Dr. $1,169,000
SAN RAMON Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors S 997-5120  QaySuni-4  Hometown GMAG  426-3846
2561 Tamworth Ln. 1,178,000 :
Sona " Wingermes 7Bo-ioey L0 SihergateDr T §724000
108A Norris Canyon PI. $417,000 5343 Cypress Hawk Ct. $2,399,000 - }
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-2508  Sun 1:30-4:30J . Rockcliff Realtors  786-3396 PLEASANTON
6213 Lakeview Cir. $629,000 601 Greylyn Dr. $724,950
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 683-5165  Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 963-6300
3 Bedrooms 474 Vineyard Ter. $619,000
1504 Dawn Ct. $559,000 WALNUT CREEK Sat 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3846
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors ~ 586-5456 3637 Touriga Dr. $724,950
202 Plumpointe Ln. $624,950 60 Iron Horse Ln. $539,900 Sun1-4 Allied Brokers 846-3755
v ost T e Reato (o St J. Rooklif Realtors__487-2629
2721 Moet Ln. $750,000
Sun 2-5 J. Rockdliff Realtors ~ 735-7653 1739 Laguna Creek Ln. $1,795,000
2721 Moet Ln. $750,000 1690 Parkside $514,000 Sun 1-4 Investment RE 963-0569
Sun 2-5 J. Rockeliff Realtors ~~ 735-7653  Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors ~ 683-5165
918 Springview Cir. $750,000 1315 Alma Ave., #253 $675,000 LIVERMORE
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 736-8411  Sun 1-4 J. Rockeliff realtors 998-4220
3250 Vera Cruz 810,000 oy
Sat/Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2559 1806 C D 479.900 2176 Cross Roads PI. $1,155,000
531 Riviera PI. $849,900 CannonDr. $479, Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC  200-2457
’ . Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 855-4087 n
Sun 1:30-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 487-6211 - 6608 Tiffany Cmn. $589,000
2418 Stirrup Ct. $799.500 5,115 Hometown GMAC __ 963-8322
4 Bedrooms Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 708-4610 —
1226 Halifax Wy. $1,099,000 5348 Hillflower Dr. $610,000
Sun 1-4 Windermere 7s5-1386 DUBLIN Sun 1-4 Re/Max 828-7799
6820 Aberdale Cir. $825,000 EErym—
Sun 1-5 J. Rockcliff Realtors 735-7653 — 5679 Dresslar Cir. $879,000
: 3718 Finnian Wy. $469,500 - )
331 Wycliffe Ct. $829,000 - : Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel 398-6706
Sun 1-4 Windermere 785-1386 Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 736-8411
2061 Bent Creek Dr. $835,000
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 855-4125 2886 Mission Ln. $1,669,899
Sat/Sun 1-4  J. Rockcliff Realtors 525-0116
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e Luxurious Upgrades Available
» Community Swimming Pool
e Saunas & Fitness Center

e Private Patio or Balcony

anlqkehomes.com

PERFEGT!

*=.Location, Investment, and Price
Swan Lake Gardens Beach Community

Walk To The Beach!

¢ One and Two Bedrooms
e Pricing From The $300's*
e Walk to Twin Lakes Beach

« Surrounded By Schwann Lagoon

Phone: 831.476.8897
755 14th Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA e 95062
Open Daily 11 am to 6 pm

subject to change without notice. Select home sites only.

Swan Lake Gardens
BARRY SVWENSON

communities

(—

Exclusively Represented by the Reiser Group.
*Prices, terms and conditions

See sales consultant for details.Effective 9-20-07
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BLACKHAWK
Golf Course Setting $3,495,000
Extensive limestone detail. Master suite down
plus 5bds upstairs. Volume ceilings, game room,
library, dramatic kitchen, wine cellar. Circular
driveway, 4-car, pool, spa.

Mike Fay 925.838.2239

BLACKHAWK
Beauty in Blackhawk
Beautiful 4bd + large bonus room, 3ba home with
4475+/-st of light, bright and open one story liv-
ing with upstairs bonus room. Corner lot.
Suzanne Gardner

$1,895,000

925.577.4165

DANVILLE
Absolutely Stunning!

$1,449,000 '
5bd, 5ba, 3-car garage. Numerous upgrades
throughout: custom paint, crown molding & wood-
work, plantation shutters, marble flooring, more.

Khrista Jarvis Team 925.855.4065

Walnut Creek Orinda

1700 N. Main St. 89 Davis Rd., Ste. 100
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 Orinda, CA 94563
925.280.8500 925.253.7000

=

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Danville

15 Railroad Ave.
Danville, CA 94526
925.855.4000

o+

THE EAST BAY’S PREMIER

REAL ESTATE COMPANY.

Fantastic Creek Setting $1,999,750
4bd plus office in main house, 1000+/-sf 2bd
guest house with separate entrance. Many
upgrades: flooring, built-ins, moldings. Yard is
spectacular.

Joyce, Glen & Monica 925.837.7110

DANVILLE
All The Bells & Whistles $1,499,900
Immaculate 5bd, 4ba highly upgraded home with
1bd/1ba downstairs. Enjoy granite, stainless,

inlaid hardwood floors, and great views.
Bonnie King 925.736.8411

ALAMO

Beautiful Alamo Home $1,349,000
New landscaping, new roof, new gourmet granite
kitchen, updated baths in this 3bd, 2.5ba home.
Open kitchen/family room combo.

McDaniel Callahan Team 925.838.4300

Blackhawk

Danville, CA 94506
925.648.5300

DANVILLE
Don’t Miss This Beauty! $1,949,000
Immaculate, mostly single story, upgraded
throughout! Hunter Douglas blinds, decorative
paint, premium maple hardwood floors. Pool,
spa, views.
Julie Whitmer

925.997.5120

Entertainer’s Delight! $1,499,000
Executive home with 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
extensive hardwood floors, attention to detail.

Private yard with patios, lawn, pool & spa.
EJ Simpson & Nancy Benvenuto 925.360.8300

DANVILLE
One of Shadow Creek’s Best! $1,189,900
4bd, 3ba, beautifully remodeled granite/cherry
kitchen, new flooring, remodeled baths, Brazilian
cherry flooring, 3 fireplaces, soaring ceilings.
Lisa & Greg Doyle 925.855.4046

Pleasanton

4105 Blackhawk Plaza Circle 5075 Hopyard Rd., #110
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925.251.2500
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