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INFORMATION CENTER    5698 STONERIDGE DR.    PLEASANTON, CA 94588    800-849-0023    STONERIDGECREEK.COM

Expect more 
from your retirement.

Continuing Life Communities Pleasanton LLC, dba Stoneridge Creek Pleasanton,has received authorization to accept deposits from the California Department of Social Services. 

When it comes to retirement, a beautiful location is a great start.  
But you should expect more from the lifestyle you’ve worked 
all these years to enjoy. Introducing Stoneridge Creek, the new 
continuing care retirement community coming to Pleasanton — 
where the amenities of a world-class resort are combined with 
the peace of mind that comes from knowing 
you have provided for your future.  

For more information on Stoneridge Creek,  call us today 
at 800-849-0023, stop by our Information Center, or 
visit us online at stoneridgecreek.com. 

It’s Simple!

Danville
1901 Camino Ramon

925-866-6164

San Mateo
1888 S. Norfolk
650-577-8979

Saratoga
600 El Paseo de Saratoga

925-866-6164

Mtn. View/Los Altos
141 El Camino Real

650-917-8526

San Rafael
863 E. Francisco
415-456-2765

Beautiful Furniture & Accessories
At The Lowest Prices!

Consigned from Builder’s Model Homes,  
Factory Showrooms and the area’s best homes
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A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Cars for sale! Some like the impromptu car lot on Danville Boulevard, others hate 
it. Police can’t stop it but they do control it. Photo by Geoff Gillette. Cover design 
by Lili Cao.
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I would go to L.A. because my family is down 
there. Now, I wouldn’t go down there. But 
generally I would. 

Vicky Hentz
homemaker 

I would go through the largest area which 
has the least fuel for fire. You have to search 
on Google and find what area has nothing to 
burn. You’ve got to find someplace that has 
nothing to burn. Around here it’s going to be 
hard. It’s full of bushes and valleys. Maybe 
head toward the reservoir. It’s pretty scary. 
The firestorm in San Diego and L.A., I have 
some friends down there. My heart goes out 
to them. It could happen to us. 

Jeffrey Fall
engineer

I’d go to Castro Valley because I have family 
there. My parents and my sister live there. It’s 
a safe haven. They can never say no. 

Courtney Andrie 
Peets Coffee & Tea assistant manager

I don’t think you would have a chance to go 
anywhere. It would be total gridlock. I don’t 
think there’s anywhere to drive during an 
emergency. 

Caren Untiedt 
retired secretary 

I would not head to Sacramento because it’s 
too dry. I’d head up to Benicia. It’s not high 
density. I think that it helps when you are on 
the other side of the bridge.

Flip Moore
retired nurse 

If the San Ramon Valley were 
being evacuated because of 
an approaching firestorm, 
where would you go? 

Q:

Streetwise
A S K E D  I N  D O W N T O W N  D A N V I L L E

LUNCH .  DINNER

Hidden in a corner  
of San Ramon, this gem  

of a restaurant is garnering 
rave reviews for their fresh  

and rustic cuisine.

925.314.0974
2416 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

San Ramon

Voted Best desserts  
by Diablo Magazine

4 yeas in a row

Patio Dining Now Available
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Corrections The Weekly desires to correct all significant errors. To request a 
correction, call the editor at (925) 837-8300 or e-mail: editor@DanvilleWeekly.com

N E W S F R O N T

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

—Mayor Mike Shimansky, who is working with the Red 
Cross in Southern California. See story, page 8. ”“ I know a couple of people 
who have lost everything.

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

   Entry Doors

LUMBER & HARDWARE 

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

Extraordinary
Selection

Extraordinarily
Affordable

3440-D  
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton

925-846-7664

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon

925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Polluters

20

Smog King
Every two years...  

You just gotta’ do it.

In & out in 
20 minutes

OFF$

…INTO THE JEWELRY YOU HAVE 
ALWAYS DREAMED OF!

181 Market Place
San Ramon

925-830-9130

OUR DESIGNERS WILL TURN YOUR OLD 
JEWELRY PIECES...

1600 #B Contra Costa Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

925-685-2943

www.jewelsmiths.com

Laura Ryan Harry Osmus

Go with the big national lender, 
from down the block.
Whatever your needs, we can help you find the right loan.

WaMu combines the power and flexibility of one of the nation's largest financial services 
providers, with the service and knowledge that come from local loan consultants. With 
more than 100 years of experience, we'll be able to answer all your questions, review your 
loan options and guide you through the process. Everything you'd expect from the  
big lender from down the block.

Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Washington Mutal programs, rates and terms subject to change. Some programs may not be combined with others. Not all 
features are available on all products.

20937 (09/07)

Holiday Hugs for the troops
 The Blue Star Moms will collect items in Danville tomor-
row to prepare packages to send Holiday Hugs to U.S. 
troops overseas. The Moms will be in front of the Veterans 
Memorial Building on Hartz Avenue at Prospect from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, collecting individual-sized Tuna or 
Chicken Creations, beef jerky, fruit snacks and more. For 
ideas, visit www.bluestarmoms.org. Cash is always wel-
come to help with postage.
 The Blue Star Moms also have “special projects” 
designed for groups to package snacks into plastic bags. 
Details are on the Web site, or telephone Debbie Burrow 
at 408-6763.

Outfit family for the snow
 Get ready for ski season, at the San Ramon Valley High 
School Ski and Snow Board Swap. The popular annual 
event is taking place from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday-
Sunday, Nov. 3-4; admission is $5, with children under 14 
free with an adult.
 The SRVHS Parent Teacher Student Association hosts 
the swap, which has evolved during 30 years from a 
garage sale concept to the largest ski and snowboard 
swap in Contra Costa County. It offers more than $1 mil-
lion in inventory brought by residents as well as large 
retailers offering goods at bargain prices to fill the new 
cafeteria and the gym. Resorts and ski clubs also will be 
represented. 
 Community members are invited to sell their own equip-
ment on consignment and are asked to preregister to save 
time during check-in. Visit danville.com/skiswap or contact 
event chairwoman Jackie Lawrence at 876-1948. 

John Muir naming opportunities
 John Muir Health Foundation has a variety of nam-
ing opportunities available to major donors who wish to 
invest in the expansion and improvements under way at 
its Walnut Creek campus. The naming opportunities range 
from $25,000 to more than $7 million and include emer-
gency department treatment rooms, surgical and rehabili-
tation areas, the relocated rooftop helipad and a roadway 
being built for the expansion.
 The Thomas J. Long Foundation has pledged $9.5 mil-
lion, and the new patient tower will be named the Thomas 
J. and Muriel T. Long Patient Care Tower. The foundation 
also reports receiving generous anonymous gifts.
 The cost of expansion and required seismic upgrade to the 
Walnut Creek and Concord campuses is expected to be $800 
million. The Health Foundation has a goal of $40 million.

Houston bill helps in time of emergency
 Gov. Schwarzenegger signed into law a bill authored 
by Assemblyman Guy Houston (R, District 15) that allows 
government agencies to directly reimburse nonprofit ser-
vices during emergencies. The governor signed Assembly 
Bill 903 on Oct. 10, and the law will take effect in January. 
Under the current law, the state must negotiate individual 
contracts between government and nonprofit groups each 
time their help is needed, his staff said.
 “People hit by a disaster urgently need food and other 
aid, and non-profits like food banks are often a critical part 
of the first response team,” said Kim McCoy Wade, execu-
tive director of the California Association of Food Banks. 
“This bill will cut through the red tape.” 



Daylight-saving time is ending
Set your clocks back one 
hour at 2 a.m. this Sunday.

Danville Weekly • November 2, 2007 • Page 5

  Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E  •  B L A C K H A W K  •  D I A B L O  •  A L A M O

by Natalie O’Neill

F loating rumors about a new 
grocery store and anchor 
tenant in Green Valley 

Center—where the old Albertsons 
once stood on Diablo Road by the 
freeway—are now confirmed. 
 Owners of the property have 
signed a lease that could have the 
United Kingdom-based Fresh and 
Easy Neighborhood Market up and 
running by summer 2008.
 “Officially today we signed the 
agreement,” Ted Peterson, co-own-
er of the property, said last Friday.
 Representatives from Fresh 
and Easy said they could not yet 
confirm they had signed the lease 
agreement or comment on what the 
store will bring to Danville. 
 “What I can tell you is the 
company is looking at Northern 
California locations,” said company 
spokesman Brendan Wonnacott.

 The market’s philosophy is: 
“People want fresh, healthy food. 
People want things to be easy.”
 “It’s a local neighborhood store 
with fresh food and affordable pric-
es,” Wonnacott said.
 Fresh and Easy locations are 
generally smaller than the typi-
cal grocery store, at about 10,000 
square feet, to give customers a 
faster shopping experience. The 
company is part of Tesco, the 
United Kingdom’s largest retailer.
 “It’s pretty exciting,” Peterson 
said.
 As for the ongoing buzz about 
Longs Drugs becoming the mar-
ket’s neighbor, Peterson said that’s 
still up in the air. 
 Green Valley Center has been 
without an anchor store since sum-
mer 2006, and other tenants say 
their sales have gone down without 

by Jordan M. Doronila 

W atch your valuables. 
Thieves could steal from 
you, even in Danville, 

police said. 
 Thefts and burglaries have gone 
up this year in Danville, said police 
Sgt. Troy Craig. The surge was 
largely due to residents leaving 
their belongings in plain view or 
allowing them to be accessible. 
Police have urged residents to take 

care of their property. 
 “It would help reduce the level of 
crime significantly,” Craig said.
 People leaving their valuables 
in the open, their cars running 
unattended, and their garage doors 
unlocked gives thieves easy oppor-
tunities to steal. Police are strongly 
encouraging residents to not leave 
their possessions unattended.
 Petty thefts (property stolen 
under $400) have increased by 11 
in 2007. Grand thefts (valued over 

$400) from unlocked cars have 
jumped from 27 to 43. Auto bur-
glaries, which require some level of 
forced entry, increased from 66 to 
105, and stolen vehicles increased 
from 21 to 44.
 “We have been looking at our 
crime numbers this year and there 
has been an upward trend in thefts,” 
Craig said. “They (residents) need 
to protect their property a little 
more closely.” 
 He noted that out of the 105 auto 

burglaries, 71 were from purses, 
bags and laptops sitting in plain 
view. These crimes have been prev-
alent in other towns and cities, too.
 “This is not just a Danville issue, 
this is a community issue through-
out the Valley,” Craig said. “We’ve 
really got to work together to help 
each other solve these problems.”
 “It’s a continual thing that we 
have seen here in the Tri-Valley,” 
said Danville Police Chief Chris 
Wenzel.

 Burglaries and thefts have fluc-
tuated in the past three years at 
the Valley Station, which monitors 
unincorporated areas of Alamo, 
Danville, Round Hill and the 
south area of the county. Valley 
Station reported 255 auto burglar-
ies in 2005; 173 in 2006; and 244 
in 2007, said Jimmy Lee, spokes-
man for the Sheriff’s Office. It also 

by Jordan M. Doronila 

F irefighters from the San 
Ramon Valley are still work-
ing to extinguish the wildfires 

that burned approximately 500,000 
acres in Southern California last 
week.
 Twenty-seven firefighters 
from the San Ramon Valley Fire 
Protection District left the area Oct. 
22-23 and drove down to Orange, 
Los Angeles and San Diego coun-
ties to fight the raging firestorms. 
They joined 15,000 other firefight-

ers, said Mike Brown, district bat-
talion chief. 

 Eight firefighters, three manag-
ers and two fire engines from the 
district continue to be stationed in 
Southern California, Brown said 
Wednesday. The district will get its 
entire personnel back over the next 
few days. There were no injuries. 
 “It was tough down there,” Brown 
said. “It was relatively chaotic ... . 
You go to a staging area and get 
assigned to a fire to work. You do 
the best you can and it could take 
several hours and more resources 

The goal dance
Coach Mike Simpkins of the girls Mustang U8 Cream Puffs does the “Goal Dance” with his team after 

their game played recently at Alamo Elementary School. He promised the girls he would dance on the 
sideline each time the team scored—and score they did, beating the Cougars, 6-0. Dancing with the 
coach are (l-r) Taylor Simpkins, Sarina Diebenow, Kathleen Stein, Christina Buselli, Quincy Kaplan, Annie 
Raines, Julianne Millard, Olivia Rose and Makena Garrehy. Not pictured but on the team are Jordyn Cole 
and Natalie Ospeck.

Green Valley Center 
signs up Fresh 

and Easy
British-based store should open next summer

SRV firefighters still battling 
blazes in Southern California

District sends help to Orange, Los Angeles, San Diego counties

➤ Continued on page 8

➤ Continued on page 9

➤ Continued on page 9

Cops implore: Don’t leave valuables in plain sight
Danville property crimes up in 2007 as possessions are left on car seats and vehicles are left running
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The San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District sent engines and personnel to help fight 
the fires in Southern California.
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“All you can do is 
your best to protect 
the structure until the 
weather changes.”

—Mike Brown, 
district battalion chief
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to ensure successful 
tree lighting

by Natalie O’Neill

 The Alamo Parks and Recreation 
Committee wants more power. 
Electrical power, that is.
 Without proper electricity, you 
can’t have a tree lighting. And 
that’s why the committee is upping 
the ante when it comes to outlets 
and available amps at Andrew H. 
Young Park.
 “The outlet at the base of the tree 
right now is not sufficient to light 
it,” said Marie-Jeanne Parsons, 
chairwoman of the committee.
 A second electrical box, expected 
to cost about $2,000, will be put on 
the back cream-colored park wall, 
parallel to Danville Boulevard, in 
time for the lighting. 
 This helps secure the success of 
one of Alamo’s biggest events and 
eliminate safety issues posed by 
existing electrical logistics.
 “It hasn’t always been adequate,” 
said Hillary Heard, senior planner 
for Contra Costa County public 
works.
 Since the tree is surrounded by 
a circular cement pathway, events 
that call for microphones, musical 
performances or lighting in other 
areas require electric chords to run 
across the walkway. 
 This is an accident waiting to 
happen, committee members say.
 “It’s a hazard,” Parsons said. 
“Fixing it is long overdue to final-
ize the park.”
 When the park property was 

given over to the county by a 
developer, originally there was no 
electrical meter in place. Public 
works added an electrical outlet 
with the tree lighting in mind.
 “We need the improvement 
now ... it’s something the coun-
ty should have thought about,” 
Parsons said.
 Like the old outlet, the new box 
will have a lock on it and is only 
accessible by county staff.
 The small park, located across 
from Alamo Plaza on Jackson 
Way, is a great place to eat lunch 
and take a break from shopping, 
Parsons said. It’s named after a 
well-loved Alamo civic leader 
who died in 2002.
 The most recent budget reports 
show that about $17,900 was spent 
on maintenance of the park during 

the last fiscal year.
 Committee members said they 
could not yet estimate how much 
the entire project would cost.
 Being proactive with the project 
may help prevent more expensive 
liability issues in the future, com-
mittee members said.
 “I think it’s a good idea,” 
Committee Member Nancy 
Dommes said. 
 The Alamo Tree Lighting, pre-
sented by the Alamo Merchant 
and Professional Association, will 
take place 5:30-7:30 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 2. It will include music per-
formed by Alamo school groups, 
refreshments, Santa Claus and a 
chance to meet friends and neigh-
bors. The Sheriff’s Valley Station 
will also be collecting for its toy 
drive. ■

N E W S F R O N T

The Pet Nanny

1 FREE VISIT with 4 day minimum*  
Overnights not included. *New Clients Only

 
 

 

925.932.5833
www.petnannymarlene.com 

Pets are happier at home  
for the holidays

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment plus  

Free Consultation to new clients only
Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®

Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available
Dr. David Melamed, MD • Dermatologist

925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION
New clients only

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Shauntrell lost 
weight on our 
program and 
you can too!

Lose weight...and keep it off!
Staffed by professional doctors and nurses
Covered by some insurance companies
Non-medication Programs Available
Evening Hours Available
Maintenance Programs
Gourmet Meals (optional)
Latest FDA Approved Medications

Tired of Overcrowded Gyms?
We Offer an Exclusive One-on-One  

Personal Training Facility

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director
  NSCA Certified Strength and  

Conditioning Specialist
 B.A. Degree from Harvard University
 ACE Certified Personal Trainer

3120-D Crow Canyon Road
HealthandFitnessPlus.net

925-867-3488

• STRENGTH & POWER DEVELOPMENT
• LIFESTYLE & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
• BOXING FITNESS WORKOUTS
• CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS
• SPORT-SPECIFIC TRAINING
• PERSONAL DEFENSE TRAINING

Empowering 
Education  
that Opens 
Your World

Exciting and Engaging 
Curriculum Teaches 
Analytical Thinking

Classes Average 
15 Students

Diverse International 
Programs and Community

Nearly 100% Admitted to  
Outstanding 4-Year Colleges

Extraordinary 
75-Acre Campus

Transportation and  
Financial Aid Available

For more information call:

(925) 362-7223 www.athenian.org
Danville

ADMISSION  
OPEN HOUSES 

for 

Fall 2008  
Enrollment

Grades 6-8:  
November 10 @ 1pm

Grades 9-12: 
November 11 @ 1pm

More 
electricity 
for little 

park
Alamo adding outlet 

The electrical box at Andrew H. Young Park in Alamo does not provide enough amps for 
the holiday tree lighting in December so a second box is being added. 

NATALIE O’NEILL
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are needed.”
 “It’s the worst fire that a fireman 
can go down to,” he added. “It’s as 
bad as it gets.”
 “There’s fire all around you,” he 
said. “All you can do is your best 
to protect the structure until the 
weather changes.”
 Gov. Schwarzenegger and 
President Bush declared the recent 
firestorms in Southern California 
as a state of emergency, according 
to reports. The fires forced more 
than 900,000 people to evacuate 
their homes. 
 Two fire engines and a strike 
team have returned, said Brown. 
There are around 130 firefighters 
in the district in total. Brown said 
most of the firefighters had to sleep 
on park grounds although some 
were able to sleep in motels and 
hotels. 
 “It’s an intense scene. I’m sure 
they are tired,” Brown said. “It’s 
a long drive, especially with the 

engines. They are not very fast.”
 Brown said the fire personnel 
who went down south found it 
gratifying on many levels. 
 “You’re helping out communi-
ties,” he said. “We have the poten-
tial for these fires in our area. We 
had the Oakland Hills Fire. All of 
those people would be coming to 
help us. We are doing something 
for somebody.”
 “It’s a good experience for train-
ing,” he added. ■

 Danville Mayor Mike Shimansky 
cancelled his November informal 
mayor’s coffee because he is in 
Southern California helping out the 
American Red Cross.
 “It’s terrible down here,” he 
said Monday afternoon. “I know 
a couple of people who have lost 
everything.”
 His family has been luckier, 
he noted. Both his son and his 
daughter and their families were 
evacuated from their homes but 
returned to find everything intact. 
His brother was evacuated out 
of Rancho Bernardo, then out of 
Escondido, he said.
 Shimansky was heading up a 
group working out of the Red Cross 
Headquarters in San Diego.
 “We have seven shelters still 
open and nine service centers,” he 
said. “We’re doing a lot of feed-
ing.”
 Shimansky said he expects to 
return Sunday, in time for the 
Town Council meeting Nov. 6, 

but could not 
make it back 
in time for 
his 7:30 a.m. 
coffee Friday, 
Nov. 2. He 
has held the 
informal cof-
fees the first 
Friday of 
every month 
since January 
at Father 
Nature’s on 
Prospect Avenue. Vice Mayor 
Candace Andersen said she will 
continue with the coffees next 
year when she is mayor, with the 
first one Dec. 7.
 “What’s down here has to be 
done; it’s really important,” 
Shimansky said. “I’ve been work-
ing 12-15 hours a day.”
 He also traveled to help out 
with the Red Cross after Hurricane 
Katrina two years ago.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

N E W S F R O N T

www.Draegers.com
 “A National Leader In Wine and Spirits Retailing”

Holiday Wine Sale!

20% OFF!
The World’s Finest Wines

ALL IMPORTED & 
DOMESTIC WINES*

12 or more bottles

Gourmet Food & Wine Since 1925

Draeger’s Markets, 4 Locations:

Open Every Day 7a.m.–10p.m. (Wine Stewards available 9-6pm)

ONE WEEK ONLY, NOV. 7- NOV. 13
*Save 20% when you purchase 12 or more bottles of 750ml. domestic or imported wines. 
Some restrictions apply. Please call the store for further details. Already reduced net-priced 

items not included. Wine Stewards on duty 9-6 every day.

Bordeaux Blow-Out Tasting!
Join us for a special tasting of 30-40 Bordeaux wines

Saturday, Nov. 3, 1-4pm
Blackhawk Cooking School, Draeger’s Danville

HOLIDAY CHAMPAGNES AND SPARKLING WINES
 Regular                    Special
Domaine Ste. Michelle, NV Blanc De Blancs ...............$6.99 ......................... $5.99
Domaine Carneros, 2003 Brut......................................$26.99 ..................... $19.99
Gloria Ferrer, NV Brut and Blanc De Noirs ..................$16.99 ....................  $13.99
Roederer Estate, NV Brut .............................................$21.99  .................... $18.99

1010 University Drive
Menlo Park

 650-324-7739

342 First St.
Los Altos

650-948-4425

222 E. Fourth Ave.
San Mateo

650-685-3725

4100 Blackhawk Plaza Circle
Danville

925-648-5800

Mayor cancels coffee 
to help out Red Cross

Mike Shimansky

Fire
➤ Continued from page 5

San Ramon Valley firefighters battle to keep flames from reaching the homes in Topanga 
Canyon, where people and horses were evacuated.

Rancho San Pasqual thanks firefighters 
after its 500 homes were saved from the 
fire that burned surrounding vegetation.

SRVFPD
LEN HAYASHI
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a draw like Albertsons.
 “It was hard on all the new busi-
nesses. It’s been tough,” said Connie 
Palomino, owner of Contemporary 
Hair Design, which has been in the 
center for 31 years. 
 She said she still has a solid cus-
tomer base, but said that walk-ins 
and retail sales have gone down.

 “We would like more traffic,” 
she said.
 She was looking forward to the 
new anchor tenant.
 “I think it’s gonna be great for 
Danville and great for the center,” 
she said.
 Shops in the center that rely 
on walk-ins, like Hospice Thrift 
Shoppe and Mt. Diablo Barber 
Shop, have been affected the most, 
store owners said.
 As of May, owners of the center 
were involved in a lawsuit with 
Cerberus, a $60 billion corpora-

tion, over terms of the lease. The 
dispute was settled out of court and 

they then bought back the lease, 
Peterson said.
 In late October, the Fresh and 
Easy announced six California 
stores will open. When stores have 
opened in the past, they generally 
hire 20-30 people and offer health 
care to employees who work more 
than 20 hours.
 The center is also currently home 
to Taco Bell, Christy’s Doughnuts, 
China Bistro, Diablo Printing and a 
photo shop.
 “There’s a lot of potential here,” 
Peterson said. ■

had 74 grand thefts—with unforced 
entry—in 2005; 65 in 2006; and 63 
in 2007.
 “It’s one of the biggest problems 
we have countywide,” Lee said 
about items not being protected. 
“By far, it’s some of the biggest we 
deal with daily.” 
 In Blackhawk, the number of 
thefts has not increased, said police 
Lt. Alan Johnson of Blackhawk 
Police Services.
 “It has not gone up. Ours is fairly 
consistent,” Johnson said. “We don’t 
see larger numbers increasing.” 

 He noted he is still unsatisfied.
 “I would like the number to go to 
zero,” he said. 
 Linda Stolow, Danville resi-
dent and owner of the Small-Fry 
Shoppe on Railroad Avenue, said 
someone went through her car. 
Since then, she is conscious of 
locking her doors. She noted she 
has seen customers leaving the 
store to get their wallets out of 
their cars. Also her friend’s car 
was stolen from her garage.
 “They are feeling safe because 
they are in a private parking lot and 
feel they are not subject to some-
thing terrible coming,” Stolow said. 
“I think we are all a little naive.” 
 “I think it’s tough to make peo-
ple change their habits,” she added. 

“It’s only when they are really 
impacted, they change.”
 Stolow said the holiday season 
is primetime for thieves. People 
are prone to carrying more items in 
their cars as result of the holidays. 
Police advice folks to store pack-
ages in the car’s trunk where they 
cannot be seen.
 “As we get toward the holidays, 
it’s going to be worse,” Stolow 
said. “They (thieves) know cars are 
ripe for the picking.” 
 “We have a (large) amount of 
wealth and we become a target,” 
she added. “As long as there are 
haves and have nots, it’s going to 
be that way.” ■

Contact Jordan M. Doronila at 
jdoronila@DanvilleWeekly.com 

N E W S F R O N T

Open House 
10am-noon on Tuesdays  

or by appointment at
(925) 463-6060

www.cardenwest.org
4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton

• Kindergarten-5th Grade 
• Pre-Kindergarten
• Preschool
• Extended Care

Success for every child, every day.

Licensed – Nonsectarian 
Nonprofit

Conveniently located  
in Pleasanton near  

the 580/680 interchange at  
4576 Willow Road

Hacienda Business Park 

• Small Class Sizes
• Individualized  
 Instruction
• Curbside service  
 for K-5 drop-off
• Multi-cultural Community

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

          Cabinet Knobs

LUMBER & HARDWARE 

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

     #1
In Selection

Swarovski Crystal
Hammered Iron
Italian Renaissance
Pan - Asian
Myles Away

Shop for Men

showcases

Jacket $240
Sweater $154

Zathan Jeans $210

175 E. Prospect Ave. Suite 150
Downtown Danville

Tel: 925-831-8500   -   info@shop-edge.com

Jackets
Sweaters

Denim
Watches

Hats & more

by Jordan M. Doronila 

 Developer Thomas Baldacci is 
close to getting a green light from 
Danville to move forward and start 
building his 34-unit affordable 
apartment complex on Fostoria 
Way.
 Baldacci, owner of Castle 
Companies in San Ramon, expects 
to hear a decision from the town in 
December or early next year.
 “I’m proud of this project. We 
are pretty excited,” Baldacci said.
 The affordable housing proj-
ect was approved by the Town 
Council in February. Now the town 
is considering the final “map” to 

ensure the project complies with 
the standards that came with the 
approval.
 The developer plans to build the 
apartments on the north side of 
Fostoria Way on 1.78 acres adja-
cent to the east side of the Iron 
Horse Trail. 
 “There are all kinds of shopping 
opportunities,” Baldacci said. 
 The town may suggest minor 
changes, and once the final map is 
OK’d, Castle will start construction 
on sewer, water, storm drainage, 
roadside curbs and gutters. 
 The apartments will be afford-
able for moderate income earners, 
said Kevin Gailey, town planning 

chief. The state designates “moder-
ate income” as between 81 percent 
and 120 percent of area median 
income, which is $58,700 for a 
one-person household; $67,000 for 
two; $75,400 for three; $83,000 for 
four; and $90,500 for five.
 “Housing costs are pretty high 
here,” Gailey said. “Our target is a 
pragmatic target.” 
 There will be a cap on how much 
tenants can be charged. 
 “It does add to our total results 
for housing obligations,” Gailey 
said. Those are set by the state.
 Castle, which is also involved in 
building 55 residential units at the 
Rose Garden on Camino Ramon, 

bought the land on Fostoria for an 
undisclosed amount two years ago.
 Baldacci, who has been a 
developer in Danville for more 
than 30 years, said the Danville 
Design Review Board, Planning 
Commission and town staff have 
helped make the Fosteria project 
better. 
 “It’s a very interactive process,” 
he said. “They have observations 
that you sometimes can’t see 
because you’re too close to the 
project.” 
 He noted that he also worked 
with neighboring residents to 
get feedback while he was going 
through the approval process. ■

Affordable apartments waiting for final OK
34 units for ‘moderate income’ planned on Fostoria Way next to Iron Horse Trail

Vacancy
➤ Continued from page 5

Crime
➤ Continued from page 5

Check out

  Town
Square 
An online forum to 

Discuss Community 
Issues

Ask for advice
Rate a movie

Review a restaurant
and more

“It’s a local neighbor-
hood store with fresh 
food and affordable 
prices,”

—Brendan Wonnacott,
Fresh and Easy spokesman
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P ainful images have come to 
us of the fires and their dam-
age in Southern California. 

And something my daughter told 
me made me sad.
 Zoe has returned to San Diego 
State this year to earn her teach-
ing credential. She attends class-
es at both the university campus 
and Hickman Elementary School, 
where she is doing her student 
teaching.
 This semester she’s working in 
a kindergarten class and she was 
looking forward to accompanying 
the kiddies to a pumpkin patch. 
Then the fires started. Zoe lives 
near Mission Bay and that area has 
not been threatened, unless you 
count the smoke and ash in the 
air. And the unsettling experience 
of being surrounded by fires, and 
having evacuees fill the hotels and 
stadium.
 The school was safe, she told me 
last week, but classes were canceled 
because some students, as well as 
a few of her professors, had been 
evacuated. Plus the freeways to the 
school had fires on either side.
 What about the trip to the pump-
kin patch? I asked. “It burned 
down,” she e-mailed. She added an 
unhappy face.
 Imagine it. Bales of hay bursting 
into flames. Scarecrows burned at 
the stake. Pumpkins engulfed by 
the inferno while still on the vine 
rather than being gently heated 
by the candles they were meant to 
nurture as jack-o-lanterns.
 And think of the children’s disap-
pointment that they weren’t going 
to the pumpkin patch with their 
little friends—and their wonderful 
student teacher—to pick out a fat 
orange pumpkin for Halloween.
 Of course those children may be 
experiencing other traumas right 
now. Disasters in the movies make 
great entertainment, but catastro-
phes in real life are mind-boggling. 
“This can’t be happening,” we think 
as we try to wrap our minds around 
a horrific event.
 I first came face-to-face with 
threatening public tragedy when we 
were living in Saudi Arabia in the 
’70s. No sooner had we moved 
to Jeddah and settled our 3-year-
old son into Abracadabra Preschool 
than the beloved King Faisal was 
assassinated. The Saudis took their 
grief to the streets, wailing in sor-
row, and we stayed in our apart-
ment, praying the assassin was not 
American. We soon learned it was 
a young nephew who had shot him 
pointblank during a royal audience 
(he was beheaded in a public square 
three months later). Offices, shops 
and schools closed for a period of 
public mourning, and we kept a low 

profile, aware that passionate feel-
ings could turn against foreigners.

 Back in the States, our lives were 
only interrupted by the med fruit 
fly infestation as we moved from 
San Jose to Walnut Creek in 1985. 
Each trip out of Santa Clara County 
meant waiting in a long line of cars 
to assure the inspectors we had no 
fruit in the car. A drag, but hardly 
a tragedy. A few years later, my 
husband had some moments of sus-
pense when he traveled to his com-
pany’s Johannesburg office, located 
across the street from the prison. 
This was during the struggles to 
end apartheid in South Africa, and 
a bomb in the street sent everyone 
scrambling under the desks. Riot-
geared police soon entered to say 
that often after a bomb goes off, 
it is followed by “the real, larger 
bomb.” This led my husband to 
ponder, “Just how much is this job 
worth to me?”
 Fast forward to 1990 and we 
are living in Bangkok. Iraq invades 
Kuwait, and the United States 
bombs Iraq. Terrorists decide to take 
revenge against American Embassy 
children at International School 
Bangkok. So ... the school closed. 
This was scary, and as time dragged 
on, some families left. After three 
weeks, the school reopened.
 Then in 1991, the Thai military 
staged a coup, overthrowing the 
prime minister and declaring a state 
of emergency. A 9 p.m. curfew made 
the city eerie because normally it was 
bustling 24-7. Our company forbade 
travel to Thailand (although no one 
seemed to worry about us!). My 
daughter’s teacher’s aide, Mr. Ian, 
was killed in a burst of violence near 
the government buildings, as he left 
the temple where he was living to 
find food for the monks.
 But none of these threatening 
situations developed into a personal 
tragedy for me or mine. I’ve been 
very lucky. I’ve never had my house 
burn down, knock on wood—or 
even my pumpkin. And, by the way, 
it turned out the kids had already 
visited the pumpkin patch.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli 
can be e-mailed at 

editor@DanvilleWeekly.com.

‘This can’t be 
happening’

“Disasters in the 
movies make great 
entertainment, but 
catastrophes in
real life are 
mind-boggling.”

N E W S F R O N T

 Two cultural groups from Alamo 
plan to award $5,000 to the most 
inspiring story about a Chinese 
patient recovering from mental 
problems. 
 The Culture to Culture Foundation 
and the Chinese American Mental 
Health Network, located in Alamo, 
are soliciting applications for the 
Mental Health Warrior Award. 
Chinese patients with mental ill-
nesses are encouraged to apply. 
Their friends, families and com-
munity volunteers are also invited 
to participate. 
 Mental health professionals 

who wish to apply must speak 
from their experience of being 
psychiatric patients themselves or 
having family members in simi-
lar struggles. Applicants who are 
under 18 can apply with consent 
from their parents or legal guard-
ians. Eligible individuals are 
allowed to nominate others with 
their consent. 
 Eligible applicants must have 
used their experiences to help oth-
ers face life challenges, overcome 
stigma, instill hope and heal. The 
winning warrior will be awarded 
$5,000. A number of qualified can-

didates, selected by a reviewing 
committee, will be awarded a prize 
for their participation. 
 Applications should include an 
essay in either Chinese or English 
of no more than 2,000 words. The 
essay must entail a true journey 
leading to recovery and community 
service. A separate page of names, 
phone/fax numbers, addresses and/
or e-mails of two reference persons 
should be included. 
 The application deadline is Dec. 
31 and should be sent to P.O. Box 
665, Alamo 94507. For more infor-
mation, call 938-9988. ■ 

Chinese American health 
network looks for inspiring story

Assisi visiting
Paul and Susan Cowell take along their Danville 

Weekly while traveling to Assisi, Italy, in May.

Visiting paradise
Lauren and Nicholas Kurfirst enjoy the Atlantis 

Resort—and their Weekly—while vacationing in 
the Bahamas.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G

Roosevelt speaks 
at library

Eleanor Roosevelt—aka Danville 
actress June Pass Russell—visits 
with the audience after appear-
ing in “Remembering Eleanor” in 
the Diablo Room at the Danville 
Public Library. The J&L Center 
Stage production packed the house 
both nights it ran last week, show-
ing Eleanor with President FDR 
and their advisor Louis Howe at 
the turning points of their lives. 
J&L also presented the play at Mt. 
Diablo High School in Concord, 
and the students were extremely 
receptive, said Pass Russell. The 
School Outreach Program is fund-
ed by Target and Wells Fargo. For 
more information about J&L Center 
Stage, call 820-7216.

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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Community Pulse
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P O L I C E  L O G

Monday, Oct. 22
• Promiscuous shooting on 3100 

Stone Valley Rd. at 9:34 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 23
• Residential burglary on Estates Dr. 

at 8:03 a.m.
• Petty theft from vehicle on 

Sweetpea Ct. at 8:52 a.m.
• Forgery of fraudulent documents on 

La Gonda Way at 11:38 a.m.
• Petty theft from vehicle on 

Sweetpea Ct. at 3:07 p.m.
• DUI, arrest, on Green Valley Rd. at 

9:29 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 24
• Vehicle traffic stop, arrest, on 

Danville Blvd. at 1:47 a.m.
• Accident, major injuries, arrest, on 

Camino Tassajara and Edinburgh 
Dr. at 3:10 a.m.

• DUI, arrest, on El Cerro Blvd. and 
northbound I-680 off ramp at 
12:14 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
San Ramon Valley Blvd. and 
Sycamore Valley Rd. at 3:07 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Center Way and Crow Canyon 
Rd. at 8:32 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 25
• Auto burglary on Dolphin Dr. at 

10:37 a.m.
• Auto burglary on Diablo Rd. at 

11:10 a.m.
• Auto burglary on Diablo Rd. at 6:01 

p.m.

Friday, Oct. 26
• Credit card fraud on Brush Creek Pl. 

at 9:08 a.m.
• Vandalism on La Gonda Way at 

12:33 p.m.
• Credit card fraud on Boone Ct. at 

1:28 p.m.
* Identity theft on Haven Hill Ct. at 

2:18 p.m.
* Credit card fraud on Santiago Ct. at 

5:56 p.m.
* Motorcycle disturbance on Alamatos 

Dr. and Amigo Rd. at 6:05 p.m.
* Vandalism on Greenbrook Dr. at 

9:14 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 27
* Suspicious subject stop, arrest, on 

Camino Ramon and El Capitan 
Dr. at 2:11 a.m.

* Promiscuous shooting on Highbridge 
Ln. at 2:44 a.m.

* Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 
Quinterra Ln. at 1:48 p.m.

* Accident, major injuries, on Hartz 
Ave. and W. Prospect Ave. at 
4:43 p.m.

* Vehicle traffic stop, arrest, on Jewel 
Terrace and San Ramon Valley 
Blvd. at 5:48 p.m.

The Danville Police Department made 
the following information available from 
its incident summary report:

Marjorie Jane 
(McMahon) Brucker

 Danville resident Marjorie Jane 
(McMahon) Brucker passed away 
Sept. 25 at the age of 84.
 She was born Dec. 11, 1922, 
and raised in Toledo, Ohio. She 
met Richard Brucker in high 
school and they became engaged 
during World War II, and married 
June 8, 1946. Several years later 
they moved to Northern California 
and raised their eight children 
here, living in Hayward, Castro 
Valley and Danville. She loved to 
travel and once the children were 
raised, she and Richard traveled 
to Europe and Switzerland, plus 
enjoyed Lake Tahoe. She was 
proud of her Irish heritage and 
enjoyed visiting Ireland several 
years ago. She also loved music 
of every kind. 
 She is survived by her hus-
band, Richard P. Brucker, and 
her eight children: Linda Pearl, 
Susan Rhodes, Nancy Brucker, 
Marcia Kelley, Richard Brucker 
Jr., Elizabeth Phillips, Christopher 
Brucker and Carol Coates, seven 
grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren. She was pre-
ceded in death by her brothers 
Edmund and Gordon McMahon, 
her sister Patricia Courts, and 
her granddaughter, Marjorie 
Bruckopoulos.
 Those who wish may make a 
donation to the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society.

August H. ‘Augie’ 
Gaspar

 August H. “Augie” Gaspar, a 
resident of Danville, passed away 
Sept. 25 in Walnut Creek at the 
age of 90.
 He was born in Oakland on March 
30, 1917. He attended St. Mary’s 
College High School in Berkeley, 
and St. Mary’s College in Moraga. 
He served in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps as a B-17 Bombadier in 
Europe during WWII. He was a 
P.O.W. for 19 months as a result 
of the raid on Munster. After the 
war, he remained as an officer 
in the Air Force reserves, retiring 
as a lieutenant colonel. He also 
worked as a baker for 35 years at 
the Langendorf Bakery in Oakland, 
retiring in 1977. He was a long 
time resident of San Lorenzo, most 
recently residing in Bethel Island 
and Danville. 
 He was preceded in death by 
Mary, his wife of 49 years. He is 
survived by seven nephews, one 
niece, and countless grandnieces, 
grandnephews and loving, life-
long friends.
 A Funeral Mass was celebrated 
Sept. 28 at St. Isidore Catholic 
Church in Danville with entomb-
ment at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
in Hayward. Donations may be 
made in his memory to St. Mary’s 
College High School, Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, 1294 Albina 
Ave., Berkeley 94706; or to the 
American Red Cross at www.
bayarea-redcross.org.

O B I T U A R I E S

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

Police arrest would-be burglar
 Police arrested a man from Bay Point for alleg-
edly carrying burglary tools in Danville last week, 
said police Sgt. Troy Craig.
 Richard McKenzie was arrested on suspicion 
of possessing burglary tools and for violating his 
probation, which was for miscellaneous thefts, at 
Camino Ramon and El Capitan Drive around mid-
night, Friday, Oct. 26. Police made the arrest after 
patrolling the streets for burglaries, Craig said, add-
ing that they have been concentrating on cracking 
down on thefts. 
 Police contacted McKenzie because it was 
unusual for a person to be walking in that area 
during that time, Craig said. Thieves have been 
targeting the area. Also, the police did not believe 
the suspect when he told them that he was hanging 
around Camino Ramon because of an argument 
with his girlfriend.
 Sgt. Dan Hoffman and Officer Mike Ireland con-
ducted a further investigation and found McKenzie 
had burglary tools hidden in bushes nearby, reports 
said. Police K-9 Donna located the items—a win-
dow punch tool, a flashlight and a shaved key. 
 Craig said McKenzie was meeting a Danville 
resident, who is suspected of being involved in 
thefts and drugs. 
 “We are monitoring his activity,” he said, about 
the Danville suspect. 
 Craig noted his department has made contact 
with numerous people who didn’t have a reason-
able explanation of why they were in the neighbor-

hood. Some have come from Martinez, Pittsburg, 
Benicia, San Leandro and San Francisco. 
 “If Danville residents see someone not familiar 
in their neighborhood, they need to call us,” he 
said.

—Jordan M. Doronila

Motorcyclist takes to the 
bushes
 An 18-year-old man hid in the bushes after 
he demolished his motorcycle in an accident at 
Camino Tassajara and Edinburgh Drive last week, 
according to police reports. He allegedly drove and 
crashed while intoxicated, said police Sgt. Troy 
Craig.
 “It was a solo accident,” he said.
 A resident heard the crash at 5 a.m., Wednesday, 
Oct. 24, and called police. Officers arrived and saw 
the damaged motorcycle; the suspect emerged from 
the bushes 10 minutes later. The man said he was 
hiding in the bushes because he was making a call 
to his friend. 
 However, upon contact, police noticed he had 
symptoms of being intoxicated and found he had 
a blood alcohol level of .12. He suffered from 
minor abrasions and was treated at a hospital and 
released. The police then arrested him on suspicion 
of driving under the influence.
 “It’s his first offense,” said Craig.

—Jordan M. Doronila
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Perspective
E D I T O R I A L S  •  L E T T E R S  •  O P I N I O N

E D I T O R I A L  •  T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  W E E K LY

 The last orchard in Danville seems destined for 
development. Owner Armand Borel has sold options 
running through June 2009 to developer Sid Corrie on 
seven of his 16 acres wedged between Camino Ramon 
and I-680 on the southern edge of Danville, across 
from Costco.
 Corrie is scheduled to appear before the Danville 
Town Council on Tuesday, Nov. 6, to outline his plans 
for the acreage, but he has said he hopes to include 
both residential and commercial use. Neighbors have 
received notices of the meeting outlining plans for a 
three-story self-storage facility and a four-story hotel 
as well as retail. Some have lamented the traffic these 
businesses would bring as everyone travels on two-
lane Camino Ramon and the already-congested Crow 
Canyon Place.
 In 1985 when 
Fostoria Way was 
being developed, resi-
dents hoped to preserve 
some of the extensive 
Borel orchards but 
only 17 acres were 
left intact. Until now 
Armand Borel, 78, has 
held onto his piece 
of pastoral paradise, 
where he lives surrounded by his walnut orchards. 
But apparently Borel, too, is ready to concede that the 
San Ramon Valley is no longer a rural area, and that 
locations near freeways are convenient places to do 
business. In a few years we will no longer be able to 
enjoy glimpsing this last orchard in Danville through 
the fence as we bustle about on our errands.
 Not everyone sees commercial development as inevi-
table. Residents have commented on our Web site 
that this land would be better used as a city park or a 
historic site honoring the Borel family’s farm. But the 
fact is it would have to be purchased and developed 
privately, and what person or group will step forward 
to do this?
 Danville Town Manager Joe Calabrigo poetically 
referred to the Borel property last spring as “a little 
island time forgot.” Time has suddenly remembered 
the last remaining orchard in Danville. 

“The San Ramon 
Valley is no longer
a rural area, and
locations near 
freeways are 
convenient places
to do business.”

We need a good 
working government
Dear Editor:
 Alamo has been trying to have 
effective, protected crosswalks 
installed in Danville Boulevard 
in the commercial area for five 
years, or longer. County supervi-
sors have met in Alamo and heard 
the request for better crossing safe-
guards. The result? There are flags 
in containers at the worst crossing. 
Sometimes, all the flags are on the 
wrong side of the boulevard. That 
is what county government pro-
vides for Alamo.

 Compare this non-action to 
what was noted in the Oct. 26 
Danville Weekly. The Danville 
Town Council discussed a cross-
walk problem in Front Street and 
decided to go ahead and establish 
a crosswalk. They are considering 
flashing signs and other possible 
additions to establish a safe cross-
walk. Those who are opposed to 
Alamo incorporation, do they con-
sider this too much government? 
Danville, Lafayette, Orinda have 
good working town governments. 
Alamo needs the same.

Margaret Elliott, Alamo

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Farewell, walnuts; 
hello, hotel

Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically supervised weight loss program individually designed 
for men and women looking to lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients 

lose 2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most patients feel great, have no 
cravings, and stay highly motivated due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

Walnut Creek • San Ramon • 925-277-1123 • www.jumpstartmedicine.com  

Jumpstart Your Weight LossJumpstart Your Weight Loss

Lights of the Valley
Remember or honor someone special this 

holiday season with the purchase of a symbolic 
light, star, name on a wreath or angel. Your 

donations help us provide end-of-life care for 
patients and grief support for families.

Please return form with donation to: HOPE HOSPICE
6500 Dublin Blvd., #100 Dublin, CA 94568     925.829.8770      PW

Circle One: In Memory (M) or Living Tribute (T)

Name: _______________________________________ M/T
Name: _______________________________________ M/T
Name: _______________________________________ M/T
Donor: ___________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email: __________________

Memory Book Locations:

Dublin          Livermore          Pleasanton          San Ramon

Memory books listing those honored will be on display at each Tree location. 

Donate online: www.hopehospice.com
I wish to order the following:
___ Symbolic Light(s) . . .$20 EA ___
___ Symbolic Star(s) . . . .$50 EA ___
___ Memorial Wreath . . .$100 EA ___
         (ribbon with name of person)

___ Symbolic Angel(s)  . .$250* EA ___
         *You will receive an angel ornament for a gift of $250

Total Tax-Deductible Donation ________

Thank You for Your Kind Donation!

__ Check    __ Discover    __ AMEX    __ MC   __ VISA  

________Exp. Date______________________________Card#

Illumination Ceremonies
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by Phil Erickson

 I was taught that every issue has 
two sides, and that to listen and 
be influenced by only one of them 
often leads to mistakes and errors.
 From my perspective, this is cur-
rently the case with the Alamo cit-
yhood issue, as very little is being 
published or presented against 
incorporation.
 First of all, it appears that the 
pro-cityhood movement is being 
driven by a few residents who were 
on the losing side of the YMCA 
and Monte Vista High School park-
ing expansion issues. It should be 
noted that many Alamo residents 
believe a YMCA is an asset to the 
community and that the parking 
expansion was long overdue.
 But, putting the motivation issue 
aside, cityhood for Alamo is a bad 
idea!
 Alamo is too small a community 
to financially support the move, 
especially given that we have a 
very, very small commercial tax 
base. We are a landlocked commu-
nity with no opportunity for com-
mercial expansion. This means that 
as costs increase, the tax burden 
will fall disproportionately upon 
the homeowner. 
 To foster the idea that an addi-
tional level of government can be 
added without additional cost is 
either naive or misleading. Street 
and road maintenance, which 
becomes the city’s responsibility, 
alone will eventually create the 
need for more funds.

 One only has to look to some 
of the smaller cities around us (all 
larger than Alamo) like Lafayette, 
Moraga and Orinda to see the prob-
lems they are having funding their 
deteriorating roads and streets. 
Each has tried to float bond issues 
and they are repeatedly defeated. 
Meanwhile their roadways con-
tinue to decline.

 So we must ask the question ... 
what is the value of cityhood?
 When I asked this question at 
the first organizational meeting of 
the pro cityhood group, the answer 
I got was, “control.” And when I 
asked, “control what?” there was 
no response.
 We are community that is over 
90 percent built out, so it certainly 
isn’t growth, and control for con-
trol’s sake is a very questionable 
benefit.
 Watch what you wish for and 
consider the consequences!

Phil Erickson is a 27-year
resident of Alamo and past 

president of the Bryan Ranch 
Homeowners Association.

Guest Opinion
Why Alamo should 
NOT become a city

As costs increase, 
the tax burden will 
fall disproportionately 
upon the homeowner.

P E R S P E C T I V E

New location in Downtown Danville

(delivery hours from 4:30PM PM daily, to local area only)

Restaurant designed by Carol O’Riordan,  
Studio Divo California
Photo by Eric Mayer, Nonvalle Image

Bring in this ad for a free appetizer with purchase of dinner entree.

Dine In  Take Out  We Deliver

Blackhawk Location - Established Since 1990

3446 Camino Tassajara
Danville  925-736-1221

R E S T A U R A N T
P A R A D I S E
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 It’s none of the above. Over the past several years, 
this section of Danville Boulevard has become the site 
of an impromptu used car lot. On the weekends you can 
see nearly a hundred autos and trucks on the street. All 
different makes and models of automobiles from a 2006 
Hummer H3 to a 1998 Honda. 
 For Sale signs adorn windshields and side windows. 
Some sellers have fliers under the wiper blades giving all 
the particulars of their auto.
 People will stroll along on the sidewalk or in the bike 
lane, looking at the vehicles, reading up on the stats, or 
just kicking the tires. It’s an oddity of sorts to see some-
thing like this at a time when nearly everyone has access 
to the Internet and can look for what they need on eBay 
or Craigslist. And yet, the scene continues to thrive and 
even grow as each weekend, throughout the day, some cars 
leave and others find spaces along the street. 
 The used car strip has no formal advertising. Much of its 
publicity is through word of mouth, or people just notice it 
while driving through town.
 Still, word has spread and not just in the San Ramon 
Valley.
 John Fischer of San Francisco had his car out on the 

Danville street in early October.
 “My in-laws live in Danville and they sold their car 
recently by the high school, so I put it out there for a 
couple of days,” he said.
 Fischer said his in-laws had great responses with their 
car and were able to sell it fairly quickly. 
 In addition to keeping his car on Danville Boulevard 
over the weekend, Fischer took out an ad on Craigslist, the 
popular online service that allows goods and services to be 
sold. While his in-laws had great luck with their on-the-
street offering, Fischer didn’t, and he ended up selling his 
car to a fellow city dweller. He said he thinks that to sell a 
car in Danville you need to live nearby.
 “You need to get it out there every weekend,” he said. 
‘To really make it work you have to live close by so you 
can come and show the car if someone is interested. My 
in-laws live right by there so they could do that.”
 Auto buyer Tom Pana of San Jose agrees the seller has to 
be close at hand. Pana was biking in the area with friends 
and stopped for lunch in the downtown. While riding north 
toward Alamo he passed several used cars on Danville 
Boulevard until a 2003 silver Camry caught his attention.
 “I pulled over to look at it, and it was in great shape,” he 

Wheeling
’n’ dealing

Danville Boulevard—city street 
or used car lot?

Folks in the market for a used car check out the offerings on Danville Boulevard near Railroad Avenue on a recent Sunday morning. Although the neighbors complain, the town says it’s perfectly legal for sellers to park their cars for the who

P arking in Danville has improved since the town has opened 
and enlarged public lots. But there is one place where 
parking is still at a premium every single weekend. Each 

Saturday and Sunday, the stretch of Danville Boulevard from 
Railroad Avenue north to Del Amigo is lined with cars. 
 Why, you may ask? Is something taking place at San Ramon 
Valley High School across the street or downtown? A track and field 
event? A crafts show?

The impromptu used car lot on Danville Boulevard gives prospective buyers a chance 
to check out the cars—and the tires—before contacting the seller.

by Geoff Gillette

GEOFF GILLETTE

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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CasaXpresso
Under New Ownership

3160 Danville Boulevard, Alamo, CA
In front of Long’s

Pressed for time?
Make your commute  

Less Taxing!

Get your “Jo to Go” 
in about a minute from

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30-2:30
Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-9:00, 

Fri-Sat 5:00-9:30 pm

For Take 
Out Call 
837-1027

Diablo Magazine Says:
“Friendliest sushI chefs in the land” … “the rose-shaped tuna 

with Tobiko and raw quale egg is a one-bite adventure”.

101 Suite C

Concierge Medicine 
A New Level of Medical Care, The Way It’s Meant to Be

Donald S. Parsons, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine
Diplomate, American Board of Infectious Diseases

For more information, please call Cheryl @ (925) 855-3780 
Or visit our website: www.danvillemd.com

Limited memberships available.  
Annual fee required.

PPOs, Health Savings Accounts, and Flexible Spending Accounts 
are compatible with this practice model. 

400 El Cerro Boulevard, Suite 102
Danville, California  94526

Benefits:

recalled. “I used my friend’s cell phone to call the owner 
and arranged a test drive for the next day. A week later 
after another test drive and some negotiation, I took it 
home.” 
 While some find the cars on public exhibit to be a useful 
way to purchase a used vehicle without wading through 
showrooms and fending off salesmen, others find the dis-
play a nuisance.
 “Have you ever tried to go to the high school on the 
weekend?” asked Danville resident Kerry Smith. “It’s 
ridiculous.”
 Smith said she has spoken with the police about having 
the cars out there and was told the display was legal.
 “They told me that for the cars to park in that area was 
less intrusive,” she said. 
 Over the years, complaints from people like Smith have 
been filed with both the Police Department and the town 
government. Danville Parking Officer Mike Ahern said 
that while there is nothing to prevent people from parking 
their cars there as a means of selling them, the town is able 
to control how it is done.
 “We were getting complaints of people leaving cars 
there for days and days at a time. That went away once we 
put up signs that said, ‘No Parking between 11 p.m. and 5 
a.m.,’” he explained.
 Ahern said if a car stays overnight or if it is there dur-
ing the week while school is in session, it will be ticketed. 
After 72 hours, it will be towed away.
 “You can legally leave a car on the street for 72 hours 
before we’d tow it,” he added. “After 72 hours, it’s consid-
ered ‘abandoned’ under the law.”
 Police Chief Chris Wenzel said the situation has been 
going on for some time and there is nothing illegal in what 
the car sellers are doing.
 “Under the right of freedom of speech people are 
allowed to place For Sale signs on their cars and park 
their vehicles legally as prescribed, based on the signage 
and property ownership,” Wenzel said. “It actually makes 
it easier in some ways, as this stops people from parking 
vehicles all over town with the For Sale signs.”

 All of those cars parked along a busy throughway with 
a bike lane running alongside does give officials some 
concern for pedestrian and cyclist safety.
 “The only real issue we see is traffic safety where people 
will slow down in their cars to look at one of the sale cars,” 
Wenzel said. “Or they’ll pull over in the bike lanes to take a 
look instead of just going down the street a little ways and 
parking.”
 Town officials also have looked at the issue but have not 
found reason to take action.
 Town Manager Joe Calabrigo said they, like the police, 
have received complaints over the years, from homeown-
ers groups and residents of the area who feel the sale of the 
cars goes against the character of their neighborhood.
 “The town has regulated the location by posting signs 
that prohibit parking vehicles overnight,” said Calabrigo. 
“This ensures that the parking there is available for high 
school students to use come Monday.”
 He added that the town police force works diligently to 
enforce other vehicle code violations which might occur 
in that area such as double-parking or blocking traffic by 
stopping to look at a sale vehicle.
 Calabrigo said that is the limit of what the town can 
do because there is nothing illegal in parking a vehicle 
in a legal space. The City of Los Angeles was sued for 
trying to restrict vehicles with For Sale signs that were 
parked in legal spots, and the city lost. The courts have 
upheld that cities cannot enforce parking restrictions on 
that basis.
 Nearby residents may complain—but those who walk 
and ride along Danville Boulevard to look at the cars don’t 
see any problem.
 “When I was riding that way, all of the people were 
on the sidewalk,” said bicyclist Pana. “There were bikes 
in the bike lanes and cars in the road. There didn’t seem 
to be any conflict. When I saw the car I was interested 
in, my friends and I got off the road and parked. No 
problems at all.”
 “I wasn’t really even looking for a car,” Pana added. “So 
it was just luck that I happened to be there at that time.” ■

ole day and put “For Sale” signs in the window. 

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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Living
P E O P L E  &  L I F E S T Y L E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Story and photos by Natalie O’Neill

A rt at the Bedford Gallery will lie to 
you. Like a magician, it will trick you 
with illusion.

 Take a quick glance at the current exhib-
it and you’ll leave believing the venue is 
adorned with black and white photography, 
wooden sculpture and stone carvings.
 Look a little closer, though, and you’ll see 
everything is made with graphite—the same 
simple medium, found in a pencil, that kids 
use to scribble math homework and doodle 
on desks. 
 “This gallery, more than others, seems to be 
taking us to the future,” said Susan Helms, a 
Danville volunteer and gallery guild member.
 Gone are the days when pencil art was lim-
ited to paper—just have a look at “Leaded: 
The Materiality and Metamorphosis of 
Graphite.” Here, artists have used chopped 
up pencils for sculptures, four-foot lead disks 
for carving, and erasers to create a sense of 
visual trickery.
 “There’s a warmth to it,” said gallery cura-
tor Carrie Lederer. “We as humans have a long 
history with pencils and memories tied to our 
first experiences with writing or drawing.”
 The 3,500-square-foot gallery, which 
serves 50,000 visitors annually, stimulates 
and challenges its audience and also show-
cases community art.
 “It’s sophisticated for suburbia,” said 

Helms, who got involved four years ago, 
after retiring from her job as an attorney.
 Despite the gallery’s reputation for thought-
provoking conceptual, cutting edge, cultural 
and historical art, guild members are having 
trouble rounding up vol-
unteers.
 And that’s where 
Danville and Alamo 
folks come in, Helms 
says.
 Volunteers don’t have 
to know much about art. 
They should just want 
to know about it, she 
says. 
 Those interested can 
sign up to be docents, 
who lead exhibit tours. 
Or they can become 
guild members, who 
staff the front desk, 
greet visitors, and host 
receptions.
 “Friendships are forged. It’s so apparent 
how close you become and how rapidly that 
happens,” Lederer says of the guild members.
 Volunteers learn about the exhibits, hear 
artists speak, and see in-studio works. Most 
volunteers tend to be women who are seeking 
a life or a passion outside their kids, or have 
recently retired, or are new in town or empty-
nested. 

 “There’s something about being around 
intelligent people who want to learn,” says 
Guild President Frances Wallace.
 At a recent visit to “Leaded,” Helms, who’s 
somewhat new to the art world, explained the 

works she likes best were 
more traditional. While 
much of the art uses mixed 
media like oil, powder and 
wax, she likes the solely 
graphite pieces.
 “Since I’ve been taking 
drawing classes, I’m fas-
cinated to see what people 
can do with just graphite,” 
she said.
 To that, Lederer chimed 
in with a smile
 “She’s what you call a 
purist.”
 Moving on to have a 
look at a heavy four-foot 
dish of graphite, Lederer 
explained the medium in 

simple terms.
 “You could pick the dish up and sketch 
with it—if you were Superman,” she said.
 For Helms, being part of the guild pro-
vides a social niche, a shared interest and the 
opportunity to gain knowledge.
 “It enables me to experience my creative 
side,” she said, adding that she gets to see 
all the behind-the-scenes work that goes into 

the gallery. And that includes getting to know 
the thought process behind why the gallery 
chooses certain themes.
 Past exhibits have used shoes, woven 
Indian American baskets and motorcycles to 
explore perspectives on culture. On a more 
traditional level, they have featured 19th 
century Dutch artists in an exhibit called 
“Waiting for Van Gough.” They have also 
showcased exhibits with only 18-year-old 
and under artists from Contra Costa County.
 “We aim to reflect and mirror our audi-
ence, but also to engage them in new ideas,” 
Lederer said.
 The current exhibit features 16 artists, 
including the nationally renowned artist Tara 
Donovan, who uses everyday objects like 
buttons, tape, paper plates and—in this case—
pencils to create art that emulates nature. 
 The Bedford Gallery was established in 
1968 as the Civic Arts Gallery and moved 
to the new Lesher Center for the Arts in 
October 1990. It is named after Peter and 
Kristen Bedford, who were generous con-
tributors. 
 “Leaded” will run through Dec. 22 with 
a $3 admittance fee. Tuesdays are free, and 
guests of Lesher Center theater productions 
may view the gallery for free as well.
 To volunteer, prior knowledge is not 
required. Contact Susan Helms at 837-0716, 
call the gallery at 295-1417, or visit it at 1601 
Civic Drive in downtown Walnut Creek. ■

Danville’s Susan Helms and Bedford Gallery Curator Carrie Lederer chat about 
innovative ways to use graphite at “Leaded: The Materiality and Metamorphosis 
of Graphite.”

Artist Meghan Gerety draws with pencils to create black silhouettes 
of trees on white watercolor paper.

 The piece “Colony” by a New York artist works with pencils to 
mimic the way things grow in nature. She uses everyday items like 
straws, Styrofoam cups and tape to create large scale abstract art.

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED TO 
SHARE THE 

WORLD OF ART

ENTERTHEILLUSION
This close up of a castle-like skyscraper shows it was built with 
pencils and glue.
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Epicure
B Y  J A C Q U I  L O V E  M A R S H A L L

H alloween scared us into 
real i ty—Thanksgiving 
is just around the corner, 

Santa is making flight plans and 
some are already polishing the 
family menorah. Rev up your culi-
nary engines ... we’re racing into 
the holidays!
 The onset of the holiday season 
means you’ll probably be enter-
taining a relative or two before the 
year is out. Maybe you’ll even be 
hosting the main holiday meal at 
your home, complete with family 
or friends as overnight “guests.” 
With all the focus on the holiday 
festivities (and the decorating and 
cooking prep involved), we some-
times neglect to plan for pre- and 
post-holiday breakfasts. Unless 
you can talk Aunt Susie into mak-
ing her special blueberry muffins or 
convince your visiting relatives to 
go out for a nice family breakfast 
while they are here, most guests 
are up bright and early in search of 
that wake-me-up cup of coffee and 
something to nibble on between 
sips. What better way to leisurely 
catch up with family news, right?
 Resident cooks, however, are 
often up late and rising early to 
slice, marinate, defrost and ice... 
who has time to make breakfast? 
So, work smart...plan ahead for 
those minor meals that also make 
the holidays merry and bright. 
Epicure offers some helpful tips:

Wherever possible, 
prep ahead:

• Purchase holiday paper plates, 
bowls, napkins, utensils, etc. to 
brighten breakfast meals. (It’s the 
one meal where you can gracefully 
get away with it!)
• Prepare large batches of home-
made granola (see recipe at 
DanvilleWeekly.com) and store 

weeks ahead of your guests’ arriv-
al. 
• Breakfast meats (bacon, sausag-
es) can be pre-cooked and fro-
zen. Re-heat in the microwave just 
before serving. Don’t overcook 
before freezing. 
• Measure out carafes of premium 
coffee grinds, put in freezer-safe 
baggies, label and freeze. Type 
up instructions for making coffee 
in your specific coffeemaker and 
enclose in a plastic binder sheet for 
protection. 
• Before you turn in each night 
(or assign your kitchen helper to 
do it):
 — Set up the coffeemaker to be 
ready to go with the instruction 
sheet nearby or put coffeemaker on 
auto-timer. 
 — Leave out fruit, cereals, non-
refrigerated condiments, etc. on 
countertops for parents of young 
kids and early risers to help them-
selves. 

Provide a range of choices:

• Consider that individual guests 
may be on diets, have dietary 
restrictions, etc. Ask about special 
dietary needs ahead of time to 
avoid last-minute scurries to the 
grocer. As guests arrive, ask about 
their preferred morning regimes.
• Offer cold, on-the-run choices 
(e.g. fruit, yogurt, bagels, muffins) 
and hot, sit-down options (e.g. 
eggs, toast, breakfast meats) daily. 
If you can, provide choices for 
young kids, teens, adults, elderly 
guests. Agree on one breakfast dur-
ing the visit where everyone will 
join in and make that the most 
elaborate breakfast meal.

Elegant eggs, perfect 
pancakes & wonderful waffles:

• Eggs: Whether “over easy” or 

“sunny side up,” fried eggs are 
great for a breakfast crowd. They 
can be served with breakfast meats 
and other dishes or alone. Stack 
several small fry pans on back of 
stove for easy access. If frying a 
lot, slightly undercook and transfer 
them to a baking sheet oiled with 
cook spray in a 200-degree oven. 
Divide sections for different eggs 
or use separated sheets. Also, con-
sider omelets if you have pre-cut 
stuffing ingredients.
• Pancakes: Use a simple batter 
recipe (i.e. Bisquick), then add 1 
or more tasty ingredients for vari-
ety, e.g. mashed banana, blueber-
ries, strawberries, chocolate chips, 
etc. Leave adequate space between 
pancakes for flipping. Try to flip 
only once, after bubbles appear on 
top side and bottom side is brown. 
Place on oven rack on towel-lined 
sheet in 200-degree oven to keep 
warm until served. 
• Waffles: Use a pastry brush or 
cooking spray to grease waffle iron 
for the first few times to get the 
iron well oiled. Use the first waffle 
as your throwaway sample to test 
for batter, evenness, timing, etc. 
Use a kitchen helper to flip waffles 
between two hands: “airing” them 
with give crisper edges and pre-
vent sogginess. Place on oven rack 
on towel-lined sheet in 200-degree 
oven to keep warm until served.
 Some anonymous cook probably 
said: “Offer a satisfying break-
fast in the morning, and you’ll 
have willing kitchen helpers all day 
long!” So, rev up your engines for 
the holidays and rev up your holi-
day breakfasts as well. 

Jacqui lives in Danville with her 
pug, Nina Simone, and volumes of 

cookbooks and recipes. Her col-
umn runs every other week. E-mail 
her at jlovemarshall@yahoo.com.

Breakfasts for holiday crowds

RECIPES

Sweet Potato & Chile Hash 
with Fried Eggs (serves 6):

The Chile Mayonnaise:
1/2 cup mayonnaise
3 Tbsp. adobo sauce or your favorite 
salsa
1 Tbsp. fresh lime juice
Salt and pepper to taste
1. In a bowl, combine mayonnaise, 
adobo sauce (or salsa) and lime juice. 
Season with salt and pepper and whisk 
smooth. Adjust seasoning to taste; set 
aside.
The Hash:
1 lb. sweet potatoes, peeled and cut 
into 1/2-inch cubes (about 3-1/2 to 
4-1/2 cups)
6 Tbsp. olive oil, more as needed
1 small onion, diced (about 1 cup)

2 small fresh poblano or 3-4 Anaheim 
chiles, diced for about 1/2 cup (or use 
other medium-hot peppers) 
1/2 cup diced red bell pepper
2 Tbsp. finely chopped garlic
1-2 jalapenos, finely chopped
2 Tbsp. fresh cilantro, chopped
1 Tbsp. fresh lime juice
2 tsp chopped fresh oregano
2 tsp. salt, more to taste
Freshly ground pepper
6 eggs
Fresh cilantro sprigs for garnish
1. Cook the diced sweet potatoes in 
boiling salted water until tender-firm, 
about 3 min. Drain well and set aside. 
2. In large nonstick skillet, heat 3 
Tbsp. of oil over medium heat. Cook 
the onion, chiles, bell pepper, stir-
ring frequently until well-softened and 

browned, about 20 min. Stir in garlic 
and jalapeno and cook for 1 minute 
more. Transfer to a plate.
3. Return skillet to stove and heat 
remaining oil over medium-high heat. 
Add the sweet potatoes and cook, toss-
ing, until the edges begin to brown, 
about 10 min. Return onion/pepper 
mixture to the pan and cook until 
warmed through. Stir in the cilantro, 
lime juice, oregano and salt; season to 
taste with salt and pepper. Transfer to 
plate or bowl; cover and keep warm.
4. If needed, add more oil to pan and, 
when the oil is hot, fry the eggs. Divide 
hash between plates, top each with an 
egg, a dollop of the chile mayonnaise 
and a cilantro sprig. Serve immediately.

Peeling
Patina?

Check us out at:
www.Alamopainting.com 

1-800-OK-ALAMO
Lic#793866

FITNESS TOGETHER-DANVILLE, 
WHERE FITNESS AND GOURMET 

FOOD COME TOGETHER

FITNESS TOGETHER DANVILLE

Featuring Food for Fitness by The Chef & Trainer

“Our clients look great in public  
because they train in private.”

Voted Best Personal Trainer/Studio

Elegant and Relaxing

Personalized Professional  

Nail Care

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . .  (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . .  (925) 838-6300
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd . . . . . . . .  (925) 680 8600
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . .  (925) 938-2500

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Bollinger Canyon location
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by Katharine O’Hara

Amid the mounds of college 
mail I receive every day 
(most of which gets recy-

cled or sits in an ever-expanding 
pile on my desk), I happened to 
pick up and read one of the more 
interesting pieces of college pro-
paganda I’ve sifted through late-
ly. The pamphlet, entitled “The 
Usefulness of Uselessness,” was 
from Swarthmore College and was 
written by T. Kaori Kitao, an art 
history professor who once taught 
there. The piece offers an interest-
ing perspective that I think sheds 
some light, especially for those 
students about to enter college (and 
their parents), on the real purpose 
of a college education in this day 
and age.
 The perceived purpose of a col-
lege education in this country is 
to train students in a specialized 
area in order to prepare them well 
enough to eventually have a career 
most likely in the field they stud-
ied. Parents who send their kids 
to school, some for as much as 
$50,000 a year, understandably 
want to see their children fulfill 
this path and become “successful.” 
However, as with most contentious 
issues, it is how you define your 
terms that makes all the difference. 
Most might define “success” as 
attaining fame or financial fortune, 
or being an expert in a particular 
field. Less often the first thought 
that comes to mind when one thinks 
of success—but as Kitao argues, 
the most important—is mere per-
sonal fulfillment and contentment 
with what you do, regardless of 
how much money or fame comes 
with it.
 “Fulfillment counts the most in 
the long run because it rewards our 
life rather than just providing us 
with a career and a status,” Kitao 
says.

 Instead of simply sticking to the 
subjects (notably math and science) 
that are perceived to bring them the 
superficial definition of what the 
majority calls “success” (especially 
if these subjects are of disinter-
est), students should pursue and 
even major in the subjects they are 
already passionate about, or even 
those they are curious about but 
have had no prior experience with.
 But, when students decide 
they want to major, say, in the 
humanities—philosophy, classical 
language, art history, music, etc.—
they are often met with distaste and 
anxiety by their parents, because 
these fields don’t seem like sub-
jects that have practical applica-
tion or promise financial stability 
in today’s world. However, Kitao 
goes on to point out that it is not 
the specific content of the courses 
a student takes in college that mat-
ters, so much as the process by 
which a student learns that content: 
by critically thinking and constantly 
inquiring. After all, there are only 
so many cold facts and rote details 
a person can retain. The student 
can then apply the skills acquired 
during the process of learning and 
understanding, to anything they do 
in any aspect of their life. Learning, 
as Kitao puts it, becomes a habit. 
 Instead of preparing students for 
a specific job, the purpose of a col-
lege education is simply to teach 
them how to learn, how to think 
critically and creativity—assets that 
will last a lifetime. These assets are 
the true abilities that will eventu-
ally lead them to land a career and 
be successful at it. 
 Statistics show that a large por-
tion of college graduates don’t 
actually end up even going into 
a career in the field they majored 
in. After all, eight courses in a 
particular subject (the number of 
courses required to fulfill most 
major requirements) is certainly not 

enough to provide one with enough 
in-depth knowledge to be fit for a 
job in that field. Additionally, in 
our ever-changing world wrought 
with innovation and progress, it is 
becoming increasingly more rel-
evant that the coming generations 
not be specialized. Rather, tomor-
row’s workers need to be creative 
and able to think on their feet so 
as to quickly apply their insight 
to up-and-coming industries incon-
ceivable a decade ago. To use an 
example described in Christopher 
Caldwell’s New York Times arti-
cle, “What a College Education 
Buys,” the inventors of Google for 
instance “could never have been 
trained to (build up the company), 
because neither the company nor 
the idea of it existed when they 
were getting their educations.”
 It is important to remember that 
the subject students choose to major 
in during college really is not all 
that relevant. When it comes time 
to choose, whether at the beginning 
or halfway through their college 
education, both students and their 
parents should approach the deci-
sion with the knowledge that their 
choice most likely will not affect 
the career they eventually go in to, 
or determine how much money or 
fame they will eventually acquire. 
College is the most selfish time in a 
person’s life, so why not indulge in 
learning and experiencing anything 
and everything you desire? In the 
end, it is by a wide range of experi-
ences, and learning how to learn, 
that we attain relevant knowledge 
and find true, long-lasting fulfill-
ment.

The 411 offers information 
and insight on the teen scene by 

Katharine O’Hara, a senior at 
San Ramon Valley High School 

who spends her free time going to 
concerts, enjoying her friends, and 

playing the piano. E-mail her at 
ohara5@comcast.net.

The 411
B Y  K A T H A R I N E  O ’ H A R A

College—a time 
to indulge in learning

Custom Designs

15 Alamo Square Dr., Alamo (Next to Cherubini’s Coffee House)

925.314.9616

Bring your picture from a Magazine, Internet, or your own drawing  
and we will make it for you for a lot less!

Create a New piece of jewelry from your old gold chains, rings, earrings etc.  
Bring the gold and we will give it new life in a design of your own!

Visit Our Store and Receive a $30 Gift Card Absolutely  
FREE to use as cash towards any purchase or repair.

Specializing in Custom  
Wedding Sets

Free In-Home 
Consultation

Senior Independence!

Select Your Caregiver

• Up to 24 hour care

• Meal Preparation

• Errands/Shopping

• Hygiene Assistance

• Light Housekeeping

• Respite Care for 
    Families

• Rewarding 
    Companionship

• Experienced Caregivers

• You Select Your  
    Caregiver!

925.552.6500 
www.jmhomecare.com
16 Crow Canyon Court
Suite 200, San Ramon

O F  N O T E

Rotary collects 
soccer jerseys 
 Sarah Foreman and Christina Chace 
from Montair Elementary School, and 
Dominic Williams of Charlotte Wood 
Middle School sort soccer jerseys, 
shorts and balls for shipping to under-
privileged kids in a village in Zambezi, 
Africa, which is in the Northwest 
Province near Angola.
 The Danville Rotary Club collected 
the used uniforms from players in the 
Mustang Soccer League in September 
and distributed over 200 jerseys and 
soccer balls in Africa this month 
through Rotary International, a world-
wide service club with 1.2 million 
members in 168 countries.
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The Pioneering 
Lawrence Family

The Lawrences were the first 
Portuguese people to immigrate 
to the Valley. Here the family is 
pictured in front of their home 
in Tassajara Valley, in 1889: (l-r) 
Mariana, Will, Manuel, Joe, George, 
Nellie, Annie, Josie, Rose and Belle. 
Today’s Lawrence Road marks the 
location of their ranch.

“SAN RAMON VALLEY: ALAMO, DANVILLE, AND SAN RAMON” BY BEVERLY LANE AND RALPH COZINE

We carry Janie & Jack, Gymboree,  
Gap & more!! Large Maternity Section!

Where Resale is always Upscale!!

442 Hartz  Avenue  
Danville, 94526 
Mon 10-2
Tues-Sat 10-5
925.820.4956

CHILDREN’S & MATERNITY CONSIGNMENT

Now Consigning: Holiday Outfits

442 Hartz  Avenue

New: Kids Tables & Chair Sets!  
Hair Bows! Gift Blankets!

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

      Bath Accessories

LUMBER & HARDWARE 

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

   The Details
           make

The Difference

S AT Pr ep Available

Enroll and Save
$50 Off 

Tutor Aid Testing.
Expires 9/30/2007

Individualized 
programs in 

Reading, Writing,
Math and Study

Skills to improve 
your child’s 

skills this fall.

Individualized 
programs in 

Reading, Writing,
Math and Study

Skills to improve 
your child’s 

skills this fall.

FREE Assessment 
upon Enrollment
(a $75.00 value)

Expires 11-30-07

24 Years of Success!

480 C San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Downtown Danville

(925) 314-9343

ompassionate therapy 

for change, helping 

you move from merely 

surviving to thriving.

C

145 East Prospect Ave Ste 218 | Danville | 925-648-4941

Dr. Sara Denman
Licensed Psychologist | PSY19808

Areas of Dr. Denman’s expertise include, but are not limited to: 
parenting challenges, eating issues, substance abuse, 

anxiety, depression, past and present trauma, life changes, 
and all forms of PTSD including Veterans.

O F  N O T E

Red ribbons
 The red ribbons that suddenly appeared around every 
tree and pole in the San Ramon Valley were placed there 
by members of 28 Girl Scout troops and Cub Scout 
dens, service clubs, high school leadership classes and 
Community Against Substance Abuse (CASA).
 The San Ramon Valley Unified School District joined 
with thousands of communities throughout the United 
States from Oct. 23-31 in a unified movement of youths 

and adults to promote healthy alcohol- and drug-free 
lives. The red ribbons hanging everywhere empower peo-
ple to take action in their neighborhoods and schools and 
develop an attitude of intolerance to substance abuse.
 The week was inspired by Drug Enforcement Special 
Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena who was kidnapped 
and murdered by drug traffickers while working under-
cover in Mexico. Friends began to wear Red Badges of 
satin and in 1988 Congress officially proclaimed the 
last week of October as Red Ribbon Week. 

L I V I N G

Junior Girl Scout Troop 286 members (l-r) Alexandra 
Stanhope, Maggie Phillips, Marissa Martinez, Mia Fowler, Elise 
Steingraber, Elise Dumont, Megan Bruntz and Julia Espino tied
ribbons throughout John Baldwin Elementary School.

Cub Pack 53 tied the ribbons at Alamo Elementary: (front, 
l-r) Miguel Inserni, Matthew Fraysse, Cameron Meek, Ben 
Wendlandt, Nolan Watson, Dylan Nakahara; (back) Joan 
Remmert, Giuliano DeMartini, Nick Martin, Kyle Pedretti, Jordan 
Weil, Nathan Aepli, Jack Sweetland, Nick Campigli.

N O W  S H O W I N GA movie review of what’s
by Jeanne Aufmuth

Lars and the Real Girl 
★ ★ ★ ★ 
Rating: PG-13 for sexual content. 
Run Time: 1 hour, 46 minutes

 Supremely gifted Ryan Gosling inherits a unique-
ly quirky protagonist in this thoroughly refreshing 
dramedy. 
 Titular “hero” Lars Lindstrom (Gosling) is a socially 
awkward stiff living in a detached garage apartment 
across from older brother Gus (Paul Schneider) and 
Gus’ perkily pregnant wife Karin (Emily Mortimer). 
 Karin is anxious to welcome her bachelor brother-
in-law into the fold, perpetually throwing out break-
fast invites and the like. It’s a banner day for all when 
Lars announces he’s dating and bringing his new gal 
pal to dinner. 
 No one sees this one coming: Lars’ squeeze is an 
anatomically correct silicone sex doll named Bianca 
who, according to Lars, is a crippled half-Brazilian 
missionary from the tropics who was raised by nuns. 
 Gus and Karin go with the flow and at first oppor-
tunity nip Lars off to the local MD (who doubles as a 
shrink in this snowy Midwestern burg). Dr. Dagmar 
(Patricia Clarkson) informs them that Lars is working 
something out and asks them to play along with his 
delusion. 
 And play along they do, together with the whole 
blessed town, which takes Bianca into their homes 
and their hearts by dragging her to socials, treating 
her to spa days, and electing her to the local school 
board. 
 As Lars, the community, and we learn to love and 
respect Bianca, humor turns to sorrow. Lars contin-

ues to meet the good doctor, 
who subtly peels back layers 
of psychological wounds to 
get to the root of Lars’ neu-
roses (he recoils from touch) 
and tinker with his issues. 
Lars’ measured reconciliation 
with his own emotional bag-
gage is perfectly and pro-
foundly poignant. 
 Dramedy is a tricky busi-
ness; it’s not easy striking 
the right balance of laughter 
and tears, especially when 
your heroine is a life-sized synthetic siren. Director 
Craig Gillespie gets it right, guiding his actors with a 
deft touch and choosing plausible pathos over lewd 
laughs or cloying comedy. Nancy Oliver’s scripting is 
smart and snappy. 
 Gosling and Schneider are spot on as brothers 
coming to terms with their own roles in a shared past. 
Mortimer is a dream: sweet, sensitive and charm-
ingly astute. Clarkson plays it smart as the voice of 
reason, and Kelli Garner is marvelously daft as Lars’ 
desperately flirtatious co-worker who yearns for more 
than standard water-cooler stuff. Kudos to costumer 
Gerri Gillan for going all out with an unsightly parade 
of Midwestern woolery in the form of fashionably 
unfortunate argyle and Fair Isle sweaters. 
 Tender, thoughtful and distinctive. 

For more movie reviews or local show times, 
go to www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Presenting the Past
B Y  B E V E R L Y  L A N E
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  Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

Parent 
photographers 
Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.
com of the best action shot from your 
child’s game for consideration for our 
Sports page. Remember to include 
caption information: who, what, 
when, where—and the score.

Outlaws win Harvest Cup
The girls U10 Mustang Outlaws were the U10 Division 1 Harvest Cup 

Champions for the second year in a row. The Harvest Cup tournament was 
played at Sonoma State University. The Outlaws played five games for the 
weekend, scoring 19 goals and only allowing two goals.

Sharks clinch league title
Mikhail ‘Tree’ Torru kicks the ball with Spencer Weberski 

in the background as the Mustang Sharks (Division III) 
coached by Ziad Tleimat and Steven Hoffman clinch the 
U-15 Boys Al Caffodio League title with a 6-1 win over the 
Mustang United. The Sharks defense led by Jacob Clark, 
Derek Morefield, Stephen Armstrong and Kevin Trisko 
didn’t allow a shot on goal until the Sharks were leading 
with a score of 3-0 early in the second half. 

Six different Sharks’ offensive players shared in the 
scoring. Casey Sbrana started it off with a goal shot out-
side the 18-yard line, and Patrick Oswald gave the Sharks 
their second point right before the half, with a great set 
up pass from Zuheir Tleimat.

Tleimat’s third goal for the team was headed into the 
net with an assist from Weberski. Torru scored midway 
through the second half with an assist from forward 
Jordon Giusti who scored their fifth point. Rhys Tong-
Jones brought the final goal score to 6 with an assist 
from forward Tleimat. Goalkeeper Austin Anderson’s 
defensive leadership and great saves gave the Sharks 
what they needed to keep the United at bay.

Eagles win 
Kick or Treat

The Mustang U12 Eagles brought 
home their second first-place tro-
phy of the season from the annu-
al Kick or Treat Invitational held 
in Fremont over the Oct. 27-28 
weekend. The Eagles beat teams 
from Fremont, Elk Grove, Palo Alto, 
Mountain View and Los Altos.

Sunday’s championship game had 
an exciting finish after double over-
time and several successful penalty 
kicks with awesome Mustang goal 
protection provided by Taylor Partin.

The Eagles also brought home 
first-place trophies from the 21st 
annual Golden Gate Invitational 
Soccer Tournament held Sept. 
29-30 at Golden Gate Park in San 
Francisco, beating teams from 
Lamorinda, San Francisco, and Mill 
Valley. Sarah Luther had three goals 
in Saturday’s first game. Sunday’s 
championship game had an excit-
ing finish after double overtime and 
several successful penalty kicks.

Friday, Nov. 2
Football: San Ramon Valley at 
Livermore, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Foothill, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 3
Cross Country: EBAL 
Championships at Shadow Cliffs Park
Water Polo: NCS Second Round

Tuesday, Nov. 6
Women’s Volleyball: San Ramon 
Valley vs. Livermore, 6 p.m.
Monte Vista at Foothill, 6 p.m.
Water Polo: NCS Quarterfinals

Thursday, Nov. 8
Women’s Volleyball: San Ramon 
Valley at Monte Vista, 6 p.m.
Water Polo: NCS Semifinals

Friday, Nov. 9
Football: San Ramon Valley vs. 
Monte Vista, 7 p.m.

P R E P  S C H E D U L E

Celebrating the Golden Gate win are: (row 1) Phoebe Ritter, (row 2) 
Melissa Freemon, Jessica Schwartz, (row 3) Gabby Franklin, Kate Berry, 
Mariah Kitchin, (row 4) Greg Schwartz, Taylor Partin, Olivia Schikora, 
Stephanie Aurelius, Bethany Ritter, (row 5) Phil Ritter, Madison Laird, 
Amanda Saunders, Sarah Luther, Alina Kitchin, Britt Geary, Emma Sol and 
John Schikora. Missing is head coach Lee Geary

Call us and we can 
demostrate the product 

on you!

We also carry a line of 
organic skin care products that 
are featured in some of the top 
magazines.

Come in and let us show you 
these lovely products.

Bring this in for 20% off your 
1st purchase of $50 or more.

9000 Crow Canyon Rd Suite T
Danville, CA 94506

925.648.2329
(Shopping center across from Safeway)

Great for the 
holiday season!

We can make your 
skin look youthful in 

10 minutes

www.hopyard.com

San Ramon
(925) 277-9600

470 Market Place

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Huge Outdoor Patio!

Neighborhood Brewpub

Newsexy hair style?

Looking for a 

Holiday Special
Hair Cut $35.00 (a $40 value)
Hair Color $65.00 ($75 value)

with hair color service receive a complimenatary  
hair cut ($75 value) (new customers only)

3168 Danville Blvd., Alamo 
(next to Longs Drugs)

925.997.1819

Elena at Aqua Salon & Spa  
Elena specializes in the new signature cutting technique by 

Michael O’Rourke, founder of Sexy Hair Concepts

Call Now for Appointment

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040
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             Corbels

LUMBER & HARDWARE 

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

Small

Medium

Large
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Art
Art Show The Contra Costa 
Academy of Fine Art is holding an art 
show in Bank of America in Alamo 
from Nov. 10-24. Paintings will be 
accepted and judged on Friday, Nov. 
9, and prizes awarded. 
Porcelain Art by Eugenia Zobel 
Wente Vineyards Estate Winery will 
host a Porcelain Art exhibit by Eugenia 
W. Zobel from until Nov. 29, at Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery, 5565 Tesla 
Rd., Livermore. The gallery is open 
during normal business hours. An 
artist reception will be held from 1-3 
p.m., Sunday, Nov. 4. Call 443-7266 
or visit www.eugeniastudio.8m.com. 

Author Visit
Rakestraw Books Authors 
Rakestraw Books will host numerous 
authors: Rowan Jacobsen, author of 
“Geography of Oysters” at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Nov. 6; Judith Jones, author 
of “Tenth Muse: My Life in Food” 
at 7 p.m., Friday, Nov. 9; Rudolph 
Chelminski, author of “I’ll Drink to 
That” 7 p.m., Monday, Nov. 12; Dave 
Isay, author of “Listening Is an Act of 
Love” at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 14 
and Penny Warner, author of “Official 
Nancy Drew Handbook: Skills, Tips 
and Life Lessons” at 7 p.m., Friday, 
Nov. 30, all at Rakestraw Books, 409 
Railroad Ave., Danville. Most events 
required reservations, call 837-7337. 

Clubs
Alamo Cribbage Club The club 
plays cribbage for fun. It meets at 
6:15 p.m. every Wednesday at the 
Safeway conference room, 200 Alamo 
Plaza, Alamo. Call 284-7044 or e-mail 
almoy1@prodigy.net. 
Alamo Rotary The Alamo Rotary 
meets at noon every Wednesday 
at Roundhill Country Club, 3169 
Roundhill Road. Call Mark Kahn at 
837-3262. 
Alamo Women’s Club Federated 
The club meets on most Wednesdays 
at its clubhouse, 1401 Danville Blvd. It 
holds a business meeting and tea the 
second Wednesday at noon; meets 
for Mah Jong at 10:30 a.m. the third 
Wednesday; and holds a luncheon with 
program at noon the fourth Wednesday. 
For information, call 552-9733. 
Alamo-Danville Newcomers’ Club 
This club is open to new and long-
time women residents of Alamo and 
Danville interested in making new 
friends in the area. Their Prospective 
Member Coffee is held the fourth 
Thursday of the month, and a monthly 
luncheon on the second Tuesday. Call 
775-3233 or visit www.alamodanvil-
lenewcomers.com. 
Danville Lions Club The Danville 
Lions Club meet on the first and third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m., 
at the Brass Door Restaurant, 2154 
San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon. 
Join as their guest to learn the con-
tribution you can make as a Lion. For 
information, call 984-1541. 
Danville Mid-day Referral Group, BNI 
Danville Mid-day Referral Group, a chap-
ter of Business Network International, 
meets from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., every 
Wednesday, at Crow Canyon Country 
Club, 711 Silver Lake Dr., Danville. Call 
Eric Samuels at 946-1400. 
Danville-Alamo Garden Club 
Danville-Alamo Garden Club will host 
their monthly meeting from 9:30 a.m.-
noon, Thursday, Nov. 8, at the Alamo 
Women’s Club, 1401 Danville Blvd., 
Alamo. Speaker Rosalind Creasy will 
speak to the group. This event is free. 
Call 837-4904. 
Exchange Club San Ramon 
Valley Scott Perkins, flight engineer 
at Lawrence Livermore Lab, is the 
featured speaker at the Exchange 
Club of San Ramon Valley’s luncheon 

from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Wednesday, 
Nov. 14, at Faz Restaurant, 600 Hartz 
Ave., Danville. He will be talking about 
the Lab’s projects, as well as his 
own experiences as a flight engineer. 
Cost is $16. Call 275-2412 or e-mail 
coachstepper@yahoo.com. 
Homeowner/Homebuyer Book 
Club The Homeowner/Homebuyer 
Book Club is a place to learn, share 
and discuss. It meets at 6 p.m. the 
first Monday of each month, at 3223 
Crow Canyon Road, second floor 
Conference room, San Ramon. Call 
397-2093. 
Kiwanis San Ramon Valley The 
San Ramon Valley Kiwanis meets 
from noon-1:30 p.m. every Thursday, 
at Round Hill Country Club, 3169 
Roundhill Road, Alamo. Meeting 
includes a guest speaker and lunch. 
For information, visit its Web site at 
www.kiwanis-srv.org. 
San Ramon Valley Rotary Club This 
club meets for dinner at 7 p.m., every 
Wednesday, at the Crow Canyon 
Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Drive, 
Danville. Guests are welcome. The 
club offers a great way to make new 
friends while making a difference in 
your community. Call Bill at 838-9110. 
SIR Monthly Luncheon Sons in 
Retirement will host a luncheon at 
10:45 a.m., Wednesday, Nov. 21, at 
San Ramon Golf Club, 9450 Firest 
Lane. The day will include a social 
hour, buffet lunch and a speaker of 
local interest. Cost is $20. Call 828-
5688 or visit www.128.sirbranch.com. 
Valley Stitchers Guild This club 
will host Jean Cacicedo, a nation-
ally known textile artist, at 10 a.m., 
Monday, Nov. 5, at Faith Luthern 
Church, 50 Woodworth Lane, 
Pleasant Hill. Cost is $5 for this meet-
ing; annual memberships are $25. Call 
947-5817. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 75 
The organization meets at 7:30 p.m., 
every second Thursday of the month, 
at Danville Veteran’s Hall, 400 Hartz 
Ave., Danville. For information, call 
Post Commander Tony Carnemolla at 
932-4042 or visit www.vfw.org. 

Concerts
‘American Landscape’ Contra Costa 
Wind Symphony presents “American 
Landscape” at 8 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 
4, at the Lesher Center for the Arts, 
1601 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. General 
admission is $18, $15 for seniors and 
$12 for students. Call 943-7469 or 
visit www.dlrca.org. 
‘Songs of the Season’ Danville Girls 
Chorus and the San Ramon Valley 
High School Chamber Singers pres-
ent “Songs of the Season” at 10 a.m., 
Thursday, Nov. 29, at Dean Lesher 
Regional Center for the Arts, 1601 
Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. Tickets are 
$10; $7 for children 14 and under. Call 
943-7469. 

Events
Dance Performance Blackhawk 
Museum will host “Reminiscence: 
American Art Dance of Isadora 
Duncan” at 2 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 4, 
at the Blackhawk Museum, 3700 
Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville. This 
event is free with museum admission. 
Call 736-2277. 
Healing the Children of Abraham 
Beth Chaim Congregation will host 
Eliyahu McLean and Ghassan 
Manasra for a special gathering on 
“Healing the Children of Abraham” 
at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 6, at Beth 
Chaim Congregation, 1800 Holbrook 
Dr., Danville. Donations will benefit the 
work of Jerusalem Peacemakers. Visit 
www.jerusalempeacemakers.org. 
Ski and Snow Board Swap Update 
your ski and snowboard equipment 
at the SRVHS Ski and Snow Board 
Swap from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday-
Sunday, Nov. 3-4, at San Ramon 

Valley High School, 501 Danville Blvd., 
Danville. New and used equipment 
at great prices. Cost is $5 (children 
14 years and under are free with an 
adult). To sell your equipment, visit 
www.danville.com/skiswap. 
Veterans Day Communities of San 
Ramon Valley are invited to honor 
all of our military service veterans at 
10:45 a.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, at the 
Performing Art Center, San Ramon 
Valley High School, 501 Danville Blvd., 
Danville. Individuals wishing to display 
their Memorabilia should contact Tony 
at 932-4042 or 820-5747. 

Exhibits
‘Leaded’ “Leaded” curator, Elizabeth 
Schlatter, will discuss different 
approaches in making art at 10 a.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, at the Bedford 
Gallery. The exhibit will remain on view 
until Dec. 22. Call 295-1418 or visit 
www.bedfordgallery.org. 
COLORS! Judy Seidel and Tivol 
Studios Art Show Worthington 
Gallery West will host an art show 
featuring Judy Seidel and Jane Tivol 
from 6-8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 17, at 
Worthington Gallery West, 739 Main 
St., Pleasanton. The exhibit runs from 
Nov. 17-Dec. 29. Call 485-1183. 

Fundraisers
2nd Annual Antique Appraisal 
Show San Ramon Senior Center 
Foundation will host the second 
annual Antique Appraisal Show from 
noon-4 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 3, at 
the San Ramon Senior Center, 9300 
Alcosta Blvd. Professional appraisers 
will verbally appraise such objects as 
coins, toys, jewelry, stamp historical 
documents and letters and more. 
Appraisals are $10 per antique. Call 
973-3250. 
8th Annual Biletnikoff Foundation 
Celebrity Crab Fest and Sports 
Auction  Come and enjoy Crab Fest 
2007 from 6 p.m.-midnight, Friday, 
Nov. 9, at the Marriott, 2600 Bishop 
Dr., San Ramon. The night will include 
great food and entertainment, a per-
formance by the Raiderettes, a dem-
onstration by artist David Garibaldi, 
the awarding of $1,000 education 
grants to deserving high school 
seniors, and live and silent auctions. 
Cost is $95. Proceeds benefit the 
Biletnikoff Foundation. Call 556-2525 
or visit www.biletnikoff.net. 
9th Hats Off America Run and 
Walk Come meet the Gold Star 
Arroyave family and Congressman 
Jerry McNerney at the 9th annual 
Hats Off America Run and Walk from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10, at 
Sycamore Valley Park, 2101 Holbrook 
Dr., Danville. Runners and volunteers 
will receive a red t-shirt and lunch 
donated by El Balazo Restaurant. 
Cost is $35 per person, but no fee 
for volunteers. Call 855-1950 or visit 
www.hatsoffamerica.us. 
Artful Living Home Tour Junior 
League of Oakland-East Bay, Inc. will 
host the 2007 Artful Living Home Tour 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday-Saturday, 
Nov. 9-10, at four residences in Walnut 
Creek. Tickets are $35 in advance, $40 
at the door. Proceeds benefit the Junior 
League of Oakland-East Bay. Call 284-
3740 or visit www.jloeb.org. 
Bally Cares Bally Total Fitness is team-
ing up with the Food Bank of Contra 
Costa County during “Bally Cares” until 
Nov. 21. Members and guests can help 
donate at any Bally Total Fitness. Each 
donation participant will receive a free 
Bally Cares coupon book valued at 
over $75. Call 838-4960, ext. 28 or visit 
www.ballyfitness.com. 
Candy Cane Christmas Boutique 
Macedonian Outreach will host the 
Candy Cane Christmas Boutique from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10, at 
Creekside Community Church, 1350 
Danville Blvd., Alamo (across from 

the Alamo Women’s Club). Items will 
include hundreds of Christmas gift 
items, plus baked goods, gift baskets, 
jewelry, toys, linens, prizes, quilts, 
silent auction and a Greek luncheon. 
Lunch is $10. Proceeds will benefit the 
Children in the Balkans. Call Vula at 
837-7279 or Dee at 820-1432. 
Guatemalan Handcraft and 
Antique Sale Pan En La Boca will 
host a Guatemalan Handcraft and 
Antique Sale from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 10, at 955 Blemer 
Rd., Danville. Proceeds will benefit an 
orphanage, Safe Homes for Children, 
in Guatemala. Items that will be sold 
can be viewed at www.pan-en-la-
boca.org. For information, call Evelyn 
Candland at 855-9604. 
One Warm Coat Golden Hills Brokers 
are collecting clean, reusable coats 
and jackets to give to those in need in 
Oakland until Nov. 15. Coats may be 
dropped off at Golden Hills Brokers, 
3223 Crow Canyon Rd., Suite 110, 
San Ramon. The offices are open from 
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Saturday. Call 
216-4590. 

Holiday
8th Annual Animal Lover’s 
Boutique Feline Medical Center will 
turn its lobby into the 8th Animal 
Lover’s Boutique, from 9 a.m.-9 
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10, at Feline 
Medical Center, 3160 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. Proceeds will benefit the 
Valley Humane Society’s Just Like 
New Fund. Call 846-2512. 
Operation Christmas Child  Bay 
Area residents will be able to drop 
off shoe boxes filled with toys, 
school supplies and personal items 
for Operation Christmas Child from 
Nov. 12-19, at Creekside Community 
Church, 1350 Danville Blvd., Alamo. 
Call (800) 383-1459 or visit www.
samaritanspurse.org. 

Kids and Teens
Children’s Storytimes Danville 
Library hosts storytimes for children 
of all ages until Nov. 14. Mother 
Goose Time for children ages from 
birth to 24 months is at 10:15 a.m., 
Mondays and Tuesdays; Toddler 
Storytime is for children ages 25 
months to 3 years old at 11:15 
a.m., Mondays and Tuesdays and 

Preschool Storytime is for chil-
dren 3-5 years old at 10:15 a.m., 
Wednesdays, at the Danville Library, 
Mt. Diablo Room, 400 Front St. Call 
837-4889. 
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The First Families of our Valley
School children listen to docent Carmen Curtis tell about the 

Museum of the San Ramon Valley’s “An Indian Life Exhibit: The First 
Families of Our Valley” which runs until Nov. 13, at the Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley, 205 Railroad Ave., Danville. Museum hours 
are 1-4 p.m., Tuesday-Friday and 1-4 p.m., Saturday. Call 837-3750 
or visit www.museumsrv.org.

M
USEUM

 OF THE SAN RAM
ON VALLEY

925.362.8600

111 Town and Country Dr.   
Danville, Suite G (upper level) 

AVAILABLE AT 
TRIBEZ, DANVILLE'S 
ONLY KÉRASTASE 

CONSULTANT SALON.
Call today for a complimentary 
consultation with our in-Salon 

expert and discover why 
Kérastase has become one of 
the most sought after Luxury 

Hair Care Lines in the World.
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Dana Smith and His Performing 
Dog Lacey Danville Library will host 
Dana Smith and his Performing Dog 
Lacey at 4 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 13, 
at the Danville Library, 400 Front St. 
Come and hear Lacey “sing.” This 
event is free and suitable for all ages. 
Call 837-4889. 
Henna Art for Teens Friends of the 
Danville Library will host Darci Vasudev 
for a night of henna art including its 
history and culture at 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
Nov. 13, at Danville Library, Mt. Diablo 
Room, 400 Front St. This event is 
free, but registration is required. Call 
837-4889. 

Lectures/
Workshops
Creative Expressions This workshop 
is for cancer patients, their families and 
friends and allows the opportunity to 

express yourself including use of col-
lage, foil tooling and watercolor from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 3, at 
the Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt 
Ave., Walnut Creek. Call 933-0107. 
Genetics and Cancer Michael 
Manuel, M.D., M.P.H, with Bay Area 
Gynecology Oncology will discuss 
the role of genetics in gynecologic 
cancers, BRCA/Breast and HNPCC/
hereditary non-polyposis colon cancer 
syndromes from 2-4 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 8, at the Wellness Community, 
3276 McNutt Ave., Walnut Creek. This 
event is free. Call 933-0107. 
Rebel with a Cause Town of Danville 
and Kiwanis Club of San Ramon 
Valley present an “Introduction to 
San Francisco’s Museum of Modern 
Art” by Marsha Holm from 1-2 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 7, at the Danville 
Library, 400 Front St. This event is 
free, but reservations are required by 
calling 820-3125. 

Literary 
Events
Contra Costa Jewish Book 
Festival Renowned peace negotia-
tor, Dennis Ross, will give a tutorial 
on the nuts and bolts of epic negoti-
ating at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 
7, at Contra Costa JCC, 2071 Tice 
Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek. Cost is 
$20. Visit www.jfed.org. 
Poetry Weekend Enjoy a weekend 
of poetry while discussing “Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner,” by Coleridge, 
and poetry by Robert Hass, D. 
H. Lawrence, Shakespeare, Billy 
Collins, Robinson Jeffers and others 
from 8:30 a.m.-noon, Saturday-
Sunday, Nov. 10-11, at Westminster 
House, 512 Hemme Ave., Alamo. 
Cost is $150, including lodging, 
meals, books, and a party. Call (408) 
353-6340. 

Live Music
Jazz at Peace Peace Lutheran 
Church will host their Jazz at Peace 
series featuring the Dave Rocha 
Quintet at 5 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, 
at Peace Lutheran Church, 3201 
Camino Tassajara, Danville. This 
event is free. Call 648-7000 or visit 
www.peacejourney.org. 

Miscellaneous
American Art Dance Lois Flood will 
perform “Reminiscence: American 
Art Dance of Isadora Duncan” 
from 2-3:30 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 
4, at Blackhawk Museum, 3700 
Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville. 
Cost is $8 for adults, $5 for students 
and seniors. Call 736-2277. 

On Stage
‘A Little Help From Our Friends’ 
Diablo Actors’ Ensemble presents “A 
Little Help From our Friends” which 
will feature American Musical Theatre 
classics from 7:30-10 p.m., Friday-
Saturday, Nov. 9-10 and Nov. 16-17, 
at Cue Productions, 1835 Colfax St., 
Concord. Tickets are $25. Call 482-
5110 or visit www.diabloactors.com. 
‘Bye, Bye Birdie’ Local youth are 
presenting “Bye, Bye Birdie” at 7:30 
p.m., Friday-Saturday, Nov. 2-3, 
at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, 655 Old Orchard 
Dr., Danville. Admission is free, 
but donations are suggested and 
will be donated to the Wheelchair 
Foundation. Call 831-3027 or e-mail 
byebyebirdiedanville@yahoo.com. 
‘Ruthless!’ the Musical Role 
Players Ensemble Theatre pres-
ents “Ruthless!” the Musical at 8 
p.m., Thursdays-Saturdays, and 
at 2 p.m., Sundays, until Nov. 3, 
at Village Theatre, 233 Front St., 
Danville. Tickets are $20-25; $15 
for students and groups of 10 or 
more. Call 820-1278. 
Carnival of Chaos A wild, unpre-
dictable, magical show of farce 
and lunacy including juggling and 
acrobatics “Carnival of Chaos” will 
be held from 7-8:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 3, at Front Row Theater, 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Rd., San Ramon. 
Tickets are $14 for adults, $9 for 
youth under 12 years old and seniors. 
Call 973-3372 or visit www.sanra-
monperformingarts.com. 
The Mousetrap Center REPertory 
Company presents “The Mousetrap” 
with different showtimes until Nov. 
17, at Center REPertory Company, 
1601 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. Tickets 
are $15-40. Call 943-7469 or visit 
www.dlrca.org. 

Political Notes
Obama ‘08 Volunteer Meeting 
Please join other volunteers to discuss 
campaign strategy and volunteer 
opportunities for presidential candidate 
Barack Obama from 6:45-8:30 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 5, at a private residence 
in Danville. Call 837-7096. 

Seniors
Free Flu Shots for Older Adults 
San Ramon Regional Medical Center 
is offering free flu shots to adults ages 
65 and older from 9-10 a.m., and 
for adults 50 years and older from 
10 a.m.-noon, Friday, Nov. 9, at San 
Ramon Regional Medical Center, 
South Conference Room, 7777 Norris 
Canyon Rd. No resevations will be 
taken and will be offered as supply 
lasts. Call 275-8230. 

Spiritual
Living a Jewish Life in the Tri-
Valley Hadassah Shalom Chapter 
presents an evening with special guest 
Fruma Resnick who talk about “Living 
a Jewish Life in the Tri-Valley” from 
7-9 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 15, at Beth 
Chaim Congregation, 1800 Holbrook 
Dr., Danville. Call 968-9240. 

Support Groups
American Chronic Pain 
Association The ACPA group meets 
from 11a.m.-1 p.m. every second 
and fourth Monday at the Community 
Presbyterian Church Library at 222 W. 
El Pintado Rd., Danville. 
Bipolar Support Group The Tri-
Valley Support Group provides free 
peer support for people with mood 
disorders. It meets from 7:15-8:45 
p.m., every Wednesday, at St. Clare’s 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton. Call 560-0842 
Blue Star Moms California Blue 
Star Moms is a support group for 
families of members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. It meets at 7 p.m., 
the second Wednesday of the 
month, at the Danville Veterans Hall, 
400 Hartz Ave. Call Peggy at 866-
7035 or Patty at 838-9096 or visit 
www.bluestarmoms.org. 

Win Great Seats to Watch
the Raiders Whomp the Bears

Win Tickets at the Heritage Estates Tailgate Party!
November 11th • 10am-Noon

Free hot dogs, pretzels and beverages, and KKIQ Radio

will be on hand for a live remote as we watch the Raiders

send the Bears to an early hibernation. We’re also giving

away two sets of tickets to the game. And the best part?

A private limousine will whisk the winners away to the game

and bring them back, too. Stop by and whoop it up!

900 E Stanley Blvd • Livermore • (925) 373-3636 • www.HeritageEstatesRetirement.com

We Have Something for Every Retirement Lifestyle • Luxury Senior Apartments • Independent & Assisted Living

ASK ABOUT OUR CURRENT MOVE-IN SPECIALS AND AFFORDABLE PROGRAM

LIC#015601095
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115 Announcements
Adoption? 
We match Birthmothers with Families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. 
Toll Free 24/7 AbbyÂ´s One True Gift 
Adoptions 866-413-6293. (AAN CAN)

Considering Adoption? 
We match Birthmothers with Families 
nationwide. Living Expenses Paid. 
Toll Free 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions. 1-866-459-3369. (Cal-SCAN)
Writers Wanted 
The Academy for Alternative 
Journalism, established by papers 
like this one to promote diversity in 
the alternative press, seeks talented
journalists and students (college seniors 
and up) for a paid summer writing 
program at Northwestern University’s 
Medill School of Journalism. The eight-
week program (June 22 - August 
17, 2008) aims to recruit talented
candidates from diverse backgrounds 
and train them in alt-weekly style feature 
writing. Ten participants will be cho-
sen and paid $3,000 plus housing and 
travel allowances. For information and 
an application visit http://aaj.aan.org. 
You may also email us at altacademy@
northwestern.edu. Applications must 
be postmarked by February 8, 2008. 
Northwestern University is an equal 
opportunity educator and employer. 
(AAN CAN)
Holiday Boutique
Holiday Home Boutique

INVITE SANTA TO YOUR PARTY!
 Santa Visits at Home or any celebration! 

625-4254
www.ajentertainment.com

Live Comedy in The East Bay

Win an iPhone!
For a limited time, create a 

short, FREE, job seeker profile on 
EmployeeBuddy.com and be entered 

to win an iPhone 8GB model. 
www.employeebuddy.com

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Danville Boot Camp for Women 
Discover YOUR Inner Athlete! Outdoor 
Exercise Class Women of all fitness lev-
els. 1hr/day, 3,4,5 day/wk. 457-4587 
ContraCostaBootCamp.com

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES

Try something new for Fall!  
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
~ located in Danville ~

Piano Lessons 
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

150 Volunteers
Meaningful Work!

Live & work in Tibetan Buddhist commu-
nity, Northern CA. Work-Study program 

includes housing, meals, classes,
living allowance. More info

www.nyingma.org or call 510-981-
1987. (AAN CAN)

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Donate Vehicle 
Running or not accepted! Free Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Noahs Arc - Support No 
Kill Shelters, Animal Rights, Research to 
Advance Veterinary Treatments, Cures. 
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save A 
Child’s Life Through Research & Support! 
It’s Fast, Easy & Tax Deductible. Please 
Call Today 1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Vehicle! 
MAX IRS TAX DEDUCTIONS. UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION. Free 
Mammograms, breast cancer info, & 
services. http://www.ubcf.info FREE 
towing, Fast, Any Condition Acceptable, 
24/7. 1-888-468-5964 (AAN CAN)

Police Impounds
Cars from $500! Tax Repos, US 

Marshal and IRS Sales! Cars, Trucks, 
SUV’s, Toyota’s, Honda’s, Chevy’s, 

more! For Listings call 1-800-298-4150 
xC107. (AAN CAN)

Audi 2004 ALLROAD
2004 Audi Allroad AWD Quattro 2.7T 
Wagon 43k Miles Warranty - $25999 

(650)704-4557

Porsche Boxster 2001 S - $25K or BO

Toyota Camry WAGON 1994 LE - 
$4200

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 1005 Laguna Creek Lane, 
Nov. 3, 8-3

Pleasanton, 1382 Royal Creek Ct., 
Nov. 3, 8-2 
Multi-Family Garage Sale, Sat. Nov.3, 8-2. 
Like new twn cherry sleigh bed(hdbd and 
ftbd), sofabed, wrought iron kitchen tble 
w/4 chrs, white headboard, floral bed-
ding, wt. bench,lawn mower,books,skis. 

Pleasanton, 3835 Vineyard Avenue, 
Saturday, Nov. 10, 8-5 
Antiques, ect., everything must go.

Pleasanton, 4142 Francisco St, Nov 3rd 
9 - 2:00p.m.

Pleasanton, 4370 Second Street, 
november 3, 2007,

 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Girls size 8 and 10 party dresses, 

women’s ann taylor suits, household 
goods.

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Coffee Mill, Pepper Mill & Spice - $89

Garantied Forged Grinder - $39

Hood’s Sarsaparilla bottle - $28

Olympic Pins - $3

Radio Flyer pumpercar - $100 OBO

Vintage Jukebox!
Loaded(200 oldies from the 50’s and 
60’s.)Flashing lights! 925/462-1778.

230 Freebies
Kitty - to good home

Beautiful, black/brown tortoise-shell 
medium-long hair female cat. She’s 5 
months old and is very friendly. Call 

925-846-9564

240 Furnishings/
Household items
7 ft. Artificial Xmas Tree 
7 ft. artificial Xmas tree without lights. 
Excellent condition. 925-855-1908
Candles - $15
Dining Table and Chairs - $900
Garden Swing - $60
IKIEA ARMOIRE 
three doors, mirror on one, shelves and 
clothes rack
Kenmore Elect Dryer 925/846-4299 
- $40
Sectional Sofa - $200
Sewing Machine,Viking Designer 2 - 
$1,950
Signed Print - $7

245 Miscellaneous
$8 Prescription Eyeglasses. 
Custom made to your prescription, styl-
ish plastic or metal frame, Highindex, 
UV protection, antiscratch lens, case, 
lenscloth for only $8. Also available: 
Rimless, Titanium, ChildrenÂ´s, Bifocals, 
Progressives, Suntints, ARcoating, etc. 
http://ZENNIOPTICAL.COM (AAN CAN)
All Steel Buildings 
30x40 to 200x250. Agricultural to 
Commercial. Save $ with turnkey pack-
age. Serious Buyers Only! David 1-760-
525-9193. (Cal-SCAN)
1/2” Drill Press - $100 obo
10” bandsaw - $100 obo
12 foot step ladder - $150.
13 Foot Pre-lit Christmas Tree - 
$175.00
Craftsman table saw - $100 obo
DECORATE YOUR HOME FOR FALL! - 
$14.99

Good Neighbors Holiday Boutique 
 November 10th & 11th, 10a-4p 
 In the Vintage HIlls area of Pleasanton 
at 817 Madeira Drive.(Take Vineyard 
to Touriga, then left on Madeira)
Handmade gifts for men, women & 
children. Artist’s signings, demo’s, 
custom jewelry, home decor, raffle 
prizes & more!

Please help! Tulsa OK - $0-
STAGING THE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
- $14.99

250 Musical 
Instruments
Sawmills 
From only $2,990 -Convert your Logs to 
Valuable Lumber with your own Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log skidders 
also available. www.NorwoodIndustries.
com Free Information: 1-800-578-1363 
x500-A. (Cal-SCAN)

Kid’s
Stuff

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING
PRIVATE MATH TUTOR 
Patient, experienced Math tutor drives to 
your place. SAT Math, Algebra, Geometry, 
PreCalculus. Please call 925-876-6866

Spanish Tutor

355 Items for Sale
baby items
graco double stroller

Mind
& Body

420 Healing/
Bodywork
REIKI 
Energy work to promote healing,relieve 
pain,create a meditative state. Great 
for cancer patients. Messages MAY be 
received from the other side. $70 hr. 
925/699-4403.

450 Personal Growth
Individual/Couples Counseling 
Feel better about yourself and your rela-
tionships. Dublin/Hayward offices Amy 
Greenberg, MFT 925 989-9826

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Data Entry Processors Needed!
Earn $3,500 - $5,000 Weekly

Working from Home! Guaranteed 
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary! 

Positions Available Today! Register 
Online Now! 

http://www.BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN)
Earn Extra Income 
assembling CD cases from Home. Start 
Immediately. No Experience Necessary. 
1-800-405-7619 ext. 150 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Government Jobs
Earn $12 to $48/Hour Full Benefits, 

Paid Training. Homeland Security, Law 
Enforcement, Accounting/Finance,

Clerical, Administrative, Wildlife/Park 
Service, More! 1-800-320-9353 x2001. 

(AAN CAN)
Great First Job!

Team Players. Must be able to 
travel. Over 18. $500 sign-on! Will 

train. Expenses paid. No experience 
Necessary. Start today. 1-800-988-
0650, 1-877-KAY-CREW (AAN CAN)

Outdoor Youth Counselor.
Do you love the outdoors and helping 

troubled teens?
Immediate openings at Eckerd outdoor 
therapeutic programs in NC, TN, GA, 
FL, VT, NH and RI. Year-round resi-

dential position, free room & board, 
competitive salary/benefits. Info and 

apply online: www.eckerdyouth.org. Or 
fax resume to Career Advisor/AN, 727-

442-5911. EOE/DFWP (AAN
CAN)

Ambitious? Tired of 
Trading Time 4 $

Earn Executive Level Income w/o the 
stress. Call 800-470-4876.

Caregivers / CNAs / HHAs
Visiting Angels (Fremont office) has 
immediate openings for experienced 
caregivers! All shifts available, top 
pay rates, insurance benefits & 
bonuses paid! 510-795-7383

Drivers 
Drivers: Home daily, dedicated routes! 
Excellent benefits! Weekly pay! 2yrs CDL-
A HazMat/doubles end. George: 800-
242-9119 x4567

NANNIES NEEDED!!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!

$13-18/hr
A Nanny Connection

925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

550 Business 
Opportunities
$700-$800K Free Cash Grants 
PROGRAMS-2007!, Personal
bills, School, Business/Housing. Approx. 
$49 billion unclaimed 2006! Almost 
Everyone Qualifies! Live Operators 
1-800-592-0362 Ext. 235. (AAN CAN)

All Cash Candy Route 
“Be Your Own Boss”. 30 Machines and 
Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 880 
Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY. 1-888-625-
2405. (Cal-SCAN)

Get Paid Cash For Your Opinion
Make $150/hour. Earn $5 to

$75 to fill out simple surveys online. 
Start NOW! http://www.paidchoice.com 

(AAN CAN)
Get Paid to Shop! 
Retail/Dining establishments need under-
cover clients to judge quality/customer 
service. Earn up to $150 a day. Call 
800-901-9370. (AAN CAN)
Greeting Cards 
Distributorships! Be your own Boss. Earn 
$50K - $250K/yr. Call Now: 1-888-871-
7891 (24/7). (Cal-SCAN) 

Home Refund Jobs!
Earn $3,500 - $5,000 Weekly 

Processing Company Refunds Online! 
Guaranteed Paychecks! No Experience 

Needed! Positions Available Today! 
Register Online Now! http://www.

RebateWork.com 
(AAN CAN)

Income on Autopilot 
Hate selling? You’ll love this! Hate cold call-
ing? You’ll love this! Love making $1,000 
commissions while you sleep? You’ll love 
this! Visit www.YoullBeGladYouDid.com 
(Cal-SCAN)
Movie Extras 
Actors, Models! Make $100-$300/day. 
No Experience Required, Meet celebri-
ties, Full Time/Part Time, All looks need-
ed! Call Now! 1-800-556-6103 extension 
528. (AAN CAN)
MusIQ Club 
A Rewarding Career in Music Education. 
Seeking Directors for California. Turnkey. 
Musicians, music professionals, educa-
tors with business experience. www.
MusiqClubDirector.com 1-866-999-
6434. (Cal-SCAN) 
Vending: Snack/Soda 
Locations available now, professional 
equipment & support. Many options. 
Cash/Finance 1-877-843-8726. (Cal-
SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
A Cool Travel Job 
Now hiring motivated sharp individuals to 
work and travel entire USA. Paid training. 
Transportation, lodging furnished. Call 
today, Start today. 1-877-646-5050. 
(Cal-SCAN) 
Bartenders 
Looking for part/full time bartenders. 
Several positions available. No experi-
ence required. With hourly wages and 
tips make up to $300 per shift. Call 
(800) 806-0082 ext. 200. (AAN CAN) 

Driver - $5K Sign On Bonus 
For Experienced Teams: Dry Van & 
Temp Control available. O/Os & CDL-A 
Grads welcome. Call Covenant 1-866-
684-2519 EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Driver CDL Training
$0 down, financing by Central 

Refrigerated. Drive for Central, earn up 
to $40k+ 1st year! 1-800-587-0029 
x4779. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 

(Cal-SCAN)

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM
PLACE 
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fogster.com
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Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering FREE 
postings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
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immediately online. Most 
listings are free print ad 
in our Peninsula news-
papers with the option 
of photos and additional 
lines. Exempt are Business 
Services and Employment 
ads, which include a web 
listing charge. Home ser-
vices and Mind & Body 
Services, require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.
So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!
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Drivers - More Money! 
Sign-On-Bonus. 36-43cpm/$1.20pm. $0 
Lease/ Teams Needed. Class A + 3 
months recent OTR required. 1-800-635-
8669. (Cal-SCAN)
Get Crane Trained 
Crane/Heavy Equipment Training. 
National Certification Prep. Placement 
Assistance. Financial Assistance. 
Nevada School of Construction. www.
Heavy6.com Use Code “NCCNH” or call 
1-888-879-7040. (Cal-SCAN)
Jobs! Jobs! Jobs! 
JOBS JOBS JOBS! National Guard. No 
experience. Will pay to train; High school 
Jr./Sr. & Grads, Non-Grads, GED. May 
qualify for $10,000 BONUS. Call 1-800-
GO-GUARD. (Cal-SCAN)

Media Make-Up Artists
Earn up to $500/day for television, CD/
videos, film, fashion. One week course 
in Los Angeles while building portfolio. 

Brochure 310-364-0665
http://www.MediaMakeupArtists.com 

(AAN CAN)
Sponsored CDL Training 
No Experience Needed! Earn $40k-$75K 
in your new career! Stevens Transport 
will sponsor the total cost of your CDL 
training! Excellent Benefits & 401K! No 
Money Down! No Credit Checks! EOE. 
Call Now! 1-800-333-8595, 1-800-358-
9512. www.BecomeADriver.com (Cal-
SCAN)

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS?
Over 18 years experience in all 

aspects of bookkeeping.
No job too big or too small!

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

615 Computers

y

FAST-TEKS ON-SITE
COMPUTER SERVICE

925-875-1911

www.local.fastteks.com/trivalley

• We Come Directly To You
• Repairs • Upgrades • Networking

• Virus & Spyware Removal
• Serving the tri-valley area

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

2007 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

624 Financial
Credit Repair!

Erase bad credit legally. Money 
back Warranty, FREE Consultation & 

Information: 1-866-410-7676
http://www.nationalcreditbuilders.com

(AAN CAN)

628 Graphics

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

Fabulous Friends
Licensed & Bonded

Serving Pleasanton/Dublin

sbnbart@comcast.net

A Pet Sitting Service

Nicki Bartels
925.989.4586

Home
Services

701 AC/Heating
RICHARD’S HEATING

 and AIR REPAIR
“Too Hot, Too Cold - Give Us A Call”

We strive to repair, not replace!
925-846-9397 CL# 883458

703 Concrete
CUSTOM CONCRETE WORK

Patios*Walks*Driveways*Stamp 
*Color*All Finishes*Bobcat 

*Dump*Demolition*Foundations 
*Additions*

R.J. Dotson Construction
925-984-8178 
CA Lic 751784

DANVILLE CONCRETE
Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall. 

Any concrete finishing
(925) 736-8042

715 Cleaning 
Services

#1 For Homes & Apartments
SARA’S HOUSECLEANING

~ Professional & Affordable ~
Free Est/Supplies Provided
$25 off 1st & 2nd cleaning

 Call (925) 339-2193
A+/ ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING

Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603
ANDREA’S CLEANING SERVICE

Quality Work, Dependable & Affordable
Refs Avail / 12 Yrs Exp
Call 925-339-2461 

CONVENIENT CLEANING
Residential / Commercial

$60-1st 3 hrs min/$15 after
Move Outs $20 hr/3 hr min

12yrs exp~Refs~Lic#060612
Call M-F 9:30am-6:30pm

925-371-6842 or 922-2981

JOSIE’S CLEANING SERVICE
Houses, Apts, Condos, Offices & More

Good prices ~ Good Refs
(510) 234-1827

Mon-Sat / Free Estimates
RELIABLE HOME CLEANING

 Experienced, Affordable Rates, Fluent 
English, References.

Call Gloria 510-589-6460 (c) 
SISTERS HOUSECLEANING

Residential / Move In-Out 
Entire House ~ Experienced

925-768-4528

719 Remodeling/
Additions
BEFORE REMODELING 
www.HomeOwnersConsulting.com!
Two Service Specialties offered-Our 
Consulting and Certified Real Estate 
Inspection team will ensure that you 
are treated properly by your contractor. 
You will get the proper work for a 
proper price-we quality assure the 
whole remodel process. Our Contracting 
Company, Semper Fi Construction, 
(License B856391) refers contractors 
that meet our standards. We are an 
Honor Roll Member of the Golden Gate 
Better Business Bureau, “for superior 
customer service”. A Veteran owned 
business, certified to do business with 
the State of California. We also offer 
Energy Efficiency Inspections. Ph. 
925.915.9252

Additions/Remodeling
Plumbing /Electrical
Decks/Landscaping

(925) 989.3809

www.HeierConstruction.com

CA LIC#837402

JUST
 CROWN

MOULDING

(925)216-8163
Trim Installation
Contractor Lic. # 805208

PROFESSIONAL
Kitchen & Bath

Remodeling

Serving 
Pleasanton & Danville

CA Lic# 805208

925 216-8163

Source for Ecologically Accountable, 
Reliable and Affordable 

Construction for All Zones.
• New building, Steel framing, 
  Green building practice
• Landscape construction, Gazebo,
  Waterfalls
• Plumbing, Electrical, Outdoor kitchen

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS

(925) 895-8360
Contractor’s License #886703-B

SEARAZ

www.searaz.com

722 Decks
CUSTOM DECKS

Custom Redwood & 
Brazilian Hardwood 
(IPE) Decks
Fences • Patio Covers
Arbors • Trellises

Quality Workmanship
& Reasonable Rates

25 Years Experience
FREE ESTIMATES
Tom Burkett

925-875-0844
License #771446

726 Decor & Drapery
COMPANY'S COMING!
Get an Interior Redesign

Design or Color Consultation
B4 the holiday. CHANGING SPACES

www.jilldenton.com
(925)998-7747

730 Electrical

JWJW ELECTRICELECTRIC

FREE ESTIMATES
(888) 568-8363

Low Prices
Quality Work

Lic #878406

737 Fences & Gates

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

COMPLETE YARD MAINTENANCE 
& LANDSCAPING

Tree Service & Clean-Up
Good Refs Avail - 10 Yrs Exp

Reasonable Rates / Free Estimates
$70 2x mo ~ $100 4x mo

(on select homes)
925-768-4528
NATIVE GREEN

Complete Yard Services
Reliable Yard Maintenance, Clean-Up & 

Sprinkler Repair
(925) 417-2579

VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod &

Sprinkler Installation, 
Fence & Deck Repair, 
Waterfalls & Fountains

~ All Driveways $8 sq ft ~
Call 925-285-3891

licensed & bonded
www.valleygreenlandscaping.com

WISTERIA GARDEN DESIGN 
is a quality design Co. serving CCC 

for 16 yrs. We provide Custom 
Landscape Designs, Planting Plans 

& Hrly Consultations. CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT 925-935-3105

 

751 General 
Contracting

RAPID 
RESPONSE

■ New Construction
■ Interior/Exterior Remodeling
■ Kitchen/Bath
■ Electrical/Plumbing
■ Hardwood Floors
■ Granite & Tile
■ Stucco/Foundations, etc.

510-357-7980 • 925-727-8158
FREE ESTIMATES • LIC. #679016

757 Handyman/
Repairs
A+ HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Exceptional Service Guaranteed!
Call 925-785-7652

Pleasanton Home Repair
Dependable ~ 35 Yrs Exp 

Call 925-577-0542

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE 
Yard & Garage Clean-Up / Dump Runs / 
 Appliance & Furniture Removal / Tree and 
Shrub Trimming & Removal -Tree 
Experts! Low Rates / Free Estimates
925-899-5655

761 Masonry/Brick

STONE MASON

Four Generations Handed Down
Brick • Block

Stone • Concrete
Small job expert Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 417-5488

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

#1 JOE’S PAINTING & 
HANDYMAN

Free Est / Reasonable Prices
No Job Too Small!

925-200-7333 Lic# 624542

BRITANNIA PAINTING

925-361-7239

Interior • Exterior
Cabinets, Kitchens & Bath

FREE ESTIMATES / GREAT REFERENCES!

Satisfaction Guaranteed         Lic #546713

Quality Interior & Exterior

PAINTING
by CAMBRIDGE
925-462-0655

* Fall Special *
10% Off
Lic # 747906

PERFECTION
Painting & Wallpapering

Free Estimates & Low Rates
(925) 485-3545 or 699-5800

CA Lic# 040142

Residential & Commercial 
Interior & Exterior

FREE Estimates
Fully insured & bonded

925-899-8889
Lic. #787715

TBS Painting Inc.

790 Roofing

ATTENTION HOME OWNERS!
* Are you 100% waterproof?

* Do you have dry rot?
* Need repairs?

You may have rodents, birds 
or debris that will damage 

your roof & gutters.
We can save you

BIG MONEY - don’t delay!
----------------------

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
36 Years Expert Roofi ng

~ Family Owned & Operated ~
FREE EST/ SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Roof Inspection
$100 until 12/2007

Leak Detection / Tile / Gutters
Skylights / Fire-safe Wood
Shingles, Shakes & Siding

-----------------------

ALTAMONT ROOFING
DESIGNS

925-460-0500
925-339-4084

Member BBB             Lic# 360176

Real
Estate

805 Homes for Rent
Danville/San Ramon, 3 BR/2 BA 
This is a beautiful remodeled condo 
in Danville close to everything 
— ready for new tenants! Move in 
NOW and get OCTOBER FOR FREE !! 
This property has enclosed garage and 
woodsy setting in a gated community 
with close proximity to shopping, grocer-
ies, and restaurants. Great schools with 
an over 900 API score; Easy access 
to I-680 freeway; One-year lease. 
Call (925)600-7778 or e-mail fostoria-
cir@gmail.com for more information. 

Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $2195

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Foreclosed Homes 
620 Northern CA homes selling by 
auction November 12-18 from $100k 
to 900k. Get all the details at www.
HudsonAndMarshall.com or call 1-800-
441-9401. (Cal-SCAN)
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Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

— Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only —

Doggie Daycare & Cageless Boarding
A place for dogs to play and socialize!

• Over 9000sf of indoor & outdoor play areas
24 Hrs attendants •  Webcam viewing 

• 15 mins from Pleasanton on I-680

- 20% OFF fi rst day Daycare or Boarding -

www.titanskingdom.com
(510) 353-1367

1512 Fulton Pl, Fremont

Offer ends 12/1/2007 - Other restrictions may apply.
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Italian Villas 
Luxurious. Each unique and hand-craft-
ed, in our La Campanella residential 
community with spa and restaurant 
on premises, located in Southwest 
Colorado nestled between the San Juan 
Mountains and the Animas River Valley. 
This is an outstanding opportunity for 
real estate investments and 2nd home 
buyers. Durango was recently named to 
America’s Dozen Distinctive Destinations 
and preserved communities. Visit us 
www.LaCampanellaDurango.com/CA, or 
call 1-970-769-3769. (Cal-SCAN)

Mobile and Manufactured Homes 
Brand New for $18,900. More 
Information, Floor Plans, and Photos 
online at www.FactorySelectHomes.com 
or call 1-800-620-3762. (Cal-SCAN

DON’T MISS THE BOAT!
Buyers and Investors

Foreclosures
up to 25% Below 

Market Value
925 / 872-1601 CB

Pleasanton, 2 BR/1.5 BA - $399,960

830 Commercial/
Income Property
Firefighter Trainee 
Openings for high school grads ages 17-
34. Must be in good physical condition 
and willing to relocate. Good pay/ben-
efits. Call today for interview 1-800-345-
6289. (Cal-SCAN) 

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Paying Too Much 
for maintenance fees and taxes? Sell/
rent your timeshare for cash. No 
Commissions/Broker Fees. 1-877-868-
1931. www.VPResales.com (Cal-SCAN) 

RedWeek.com 
#1 timeshare marketplace. Rent, buy, 
sell, reviews, New full-service exchange! 
Compare prices at 5000+ resorts. 
B4U do anything timeshare, visit www.
RedWeek.com, consider options. (Cal-
SCAN)

NORTHSTAR VILLAGE
Spend Thanksgiving at the beautiful new 

Northstar Village! Brand new condos 
for rent, fully furnished. 3 BR/3 BA or 2 

BR/2 BA. Ski in/Ski out.
www.308northstarvillage.com

sbj@sbj-law.com

Oceanview Maui 4Bed Near Beaches
 
Visit www.vrbo.com and See #75494

Save 60-80% off Retail Timeshare 
Foreclosed Timeshares
Save 60-80% off Retail!

Best locations and Best Resorts 
Call for Free GoTime Magazine!

1-800-920-8514
www.holidaygroup.com/cht

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
Lrg 2 BR near casinos

(925) 820-9195

South Tahoe

XMAS/NEW YEAR IN LAKE TAHOE!!!

845 Out of Area
Poetics of the American Home

Encounter the spiritual dimensions of 
your life in Avon, Connecticut. A third 
house - prototype for a future village. 

http://www.24brentwood.com 
(AAN CAN)

PREMIUM LOT IN TRUCKEE
Ideally located at the top of a cul-

de-sac with views and privacy. Plans 
for a 3600+ square foot home. 

www.47grayscrossing.com 
sbj@sbj-law.com

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
66 Acres 
$6,045/ Acre. 5000 ft Waterfront 
Subdividable, 15 minutes to Bay, huge 
live oaks, near Blessing, Texas. Call 
1-800-504-2636, x787. (Cal-SCAN)

Closeout Sale - 36 Acres 
$29,900. Price is drastically reduced by 
motivated seller. Beautiful setting with 
fresh mountain air. Abundant wildlife. 
Secluded with good access. Financing 
available. Eureka Springs Ranch is 
offered by AZLR. ADWR report avail. Call 
1-877-301-5263. (Cal-SCAN) 

First Time Offered 
Colorado Mountain Ranch. 35 acres- 
$49,900. Priced for Quick Sale. 
Overlooking a majestic lake, beautifully 
treed, 360 degree mountain views, adja-
cent to national forest. EZ terms. 1-888-
640-9023. (Cal-SCAN)
How Big is 40 Acres? 
Come find out! 40 acres - $39,900 
Just outside Moses Lake, Washington. 
Beautiful land with captivating mix of 
rolling hills and occasional rock outcrop-
pings - must see. Offered by a motivated 
seller. Excellent financing offered. Call 
WALR 1-866-585-5687. (Cal-SCAN)
Montana Land 
Ride it, Hunt it, Feel it... You can’t do 
that with stocks or CD’s! 20 Acres along 
Country Road- $49,900 160 Acre Land 
Tracts- $625/ AC 150 Acres with Log 
Cabin- Wraparound Porch and Gorgeous 
Mtn. Views- $189,900 We’ll Finance it! 
“A dream come true for anyone thinking 
great land is out of reach” Call Western 
Skies Land 1-888-361-3006 www.
WesternSkiesLand.com (Cal-SCAN)
Nevada 5 acres 
Priced for quick sale. $19,900. Beautiful 
building site with electric & county main-
tained roads. 360 degree views. Great 
recreational opportunities. Financing 
available. Call now! 1-877-349-0822. 
(Cal-SCAN)
New Mexico Sacrifice! 
140 acres was $149,900, Now Only 
$69,900. Amazing 6000 ft. elevation. 
Incredible mountain views. Mature tree 
cover. Power & year round roads. 
Excellent financing. Priced for quick 
sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-9760. 
(Cal-SCAN)
So. Colorado Ranch 
Sale 35 Acres- $39,900. Spectacular 
Rocky Mtn. Views Year round access, 
elec/ tele included. Excellent Financing 
available w/ low down payment. Call Red 
Creek Land Co. Today! 1-866-696-5263 
x3155. (Cal-SCAN)

Texas Land Liquidations!!
20-acres, Near Booming El Paso. 

Good Road Access. ONLY $14,900, 
$200/down. $145 per/mo. Money 
Back Guarantee. No Credit Checks. 

1-800-755-8953
http://www.SunsetRanches.com (AAN 

CAN)
Waterfront Ranch Bargain! 
2 ac. Waterfront w/ brand new 1200sf 
Ranch Pkg. 60 mins. Houston $89,900. 
Direct access to bay & Gulf! Excellent 
financing options. Call 1-800-504-2636, 
x796. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

UCB Real Estate

Ed Antenucci
owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I’ll Listen!

Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience & 
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Find Out Your Home’s Value 
24 hours a day, hassle-free. http://
www.eastbayfreehomevalues.com 
Sponsored by Pacific Union GMAC Real 
Estate

FREE HOME EVALUATION
FREE Quick OVER-THE-NET 
HOME EVALUATION.Visit

www.ValueOverTheWeb.com

Bank Foreclosures!
Homes from $10,000! 1-3 bedroom
available! HUD, Repos, REOs, etc. 

These homes must sell! For
Listings Call 1-800-425-1620 ext. 

3241. (AAN CAN) 

Roommates.com 
ALL AREAS Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. Find your 
roommate with a click of the mouse! 
Visit: www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)
$$Save yourself thousands$$$

Pleasanton sellers save 1.75%

Serving Pleasanton since 1997 
and resident of Pleasanton

MASON TOWHID
Broker/Owner

925-600-7778
mason@pleasantonhome.net
4900 Hopyard Rd., Suite 100

Pleasanton
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Crazy for cookies
Meet Serena, a friendly adult female German Shepherd 

who loves cookies. Serena's previous owner moved to 
an apartment so Serena is looking for a new home with 
a nice yard to play in and an attentive family. Serena 
is said to get along well with everyone except cats. If 
you would like more information about Serena (pet # 
75481), visit her at the East County Animal Shelter, 
4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin, open daily from 11:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 803-7040. She would love it if you 
brought her a cookie!

T A K E  U S  A L O N G
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  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Alamo
Total sales reported: 3
Lowest sale reported: 
$1,260,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,450,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,360,000

Danville
Total sales reported: 30

Lowest sale reported: 
$465,500
Highest sale reported: 
$1,329,000
Average sales reported: 
$829,200

Diablo
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sale reported: 
$1,800,500
Highest sale reported: 
$1,800,500

Average sales reported: 
$1,800,500

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 21
Lowest sale reported: 
$150,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,382,000
Average sales reported: 
$574,524

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during October 2007

O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  F O R M
LIST YOUR OPEN HOME HERE

_________________________
City

  ______                 _______________________   $___________
 # of Street Address Price 
 Bedrooms  of property

____________      ________________________       _____________
 Day, Date & Agent Name Phone 
 Time Open Real Estate Agency Number

LIST YOUR OPEN HOME HERE!

FAX TO: (925) 837-2278
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY 10 A.M.

OR E-MAIL TO :
OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com

Name: __________________________________

Daytime Phone Number: ___________________

Space available 
only basis

Homes Today
B Y  J O E  C O M B S

N ancy and I have been asked a num-
ber of times by Diablo residents to 
feature their community in one of 

our articles. Analyzing sales in the Diablo 
Community is challenging because there are 
very few home sales on an annual basis, they 
frequently change hands off market, and the 
quality and condition of the homes within 
this small community vary tremendously. 
Just the same we thought we would give it a 
try and prepare our first annual Diablo Year 
in Review using the data we have available. 
 For the year ended Dec. 31, 2006, unit sales 
of single family Diablo Homes were down 
about 40 percent from the 15 reported sales in 
2005 to nine in 2006. Average unit sales dur-
ing the past five years have been 13 homes, so 
on a unit basis Diablo Home sales are down 
31 percent from their five-year average. This 
parallels what we are seeing in Danville and 
Alamo.
 Price decline in this same reporting period 
was not so drastic. Average reported price 
paid for a single family home in Diablo dur-
ing 2005 was $2,319,000 (Note: two home 
sales in 2005 were reported at $0 dollars and 
are excluded from all calculations) while the 
average price paid in 2006 was $2,177,500 
representing a 6.2 percent decline in average 
selling price. For the statistics fans among 
you, median price declined nearly 9 percent 
from $1,950,000 to $1,775,000 during the 
same time period. Interestingly, both Danville 
and Alamo show price appreciation during 
this same time period. The reader is again 
reminded that there were very few home sales 
in Diablo and these values could be dramati-
cally different had more homes sold during 
this time period.
 During 2006 the highest reported price paid 
for a Diablo home was $4,000,000 while in 
2005 the highest sales price was $4,919,000. 
The lowest price reported for a single family 
home during 2006 was $1,235,000, signifi-
cantly more than the $950,000 low price for 
2005. In direct opposition to the significant 
decline in average reported selling price, 

average price paid per square foot rocketed 
upward from $558 to $653 or about 17 percent 
from ’05 to ’06. Noteworthy to this dramatic 
jump per square foot price is the sale of one 
property during 2005 that sold for the mind-
boggling low price of $330 per square foot, 
or $228 per square foot less than the 2005 
average. The highest reported price paid per 
square foot in Diablo during 2005 was $827 
and the highest reported in 2006 was $935. In 
stark contrast to the lowest reported price paid 
of $330 per square foot in 2005, a $521 per 
square foot was the lowest price recorded in 
2006.
 Looking back to the good old days of 
2002 (Note: three homes sales in 2002 were 
reported at $0 and are excluded from all cal-
culations), the average reported Diablo home 
commanded a price of $1,913,076. The lowest 
price paid for a home then was $840,000 and 
the highest was $4,545,000. Simply put, the 
average reported selling price for a Diablo 
home is up about 13.8 percent from 2002. 
This number is interesting in that the average 
increase in reported price over the past five 
years for Danville is 73.6 percent, and Alamo 
is up 57.5 percent in the same time period. If 
averages have any meaning at all, another way 
to look at this situation based solely upon the 
reported numbers is that $1 invested in Alamo 
in 2002 is now worth $1.58. A dollar invested 
in Danville is now worth $1.74 and a dollar 
invested in Diablo is worth $1.14. Go figure!

To receive a copy of our annual Diablo 
Market Review including the complete 

detail, please send an e-mail to joecombs@
thecombsteam.com and place Diablo 

Market Review in the subject line. You will 
not be spammed. No e-mail, no worries; 

call me at 989-6086 to arrange delivery. We 
will be posting this article and updates to 
our newest Web site,diabloneighbors.com
Data presented in this column is based in whole 

or in part on data supplied by the Contra Costa and 
Alameda MLS service and other quoted sources. 

Joe and Nancy Combs, Remax and the MLS service 
do not guarantee the accuracy of this information.

Diablo real estate 
year in review

1675 A EL NIDO
END UNIT DIABLO CHALET
This home is filled with light and character. It 
boasts beautiful views of the first fairway, two 
patios and a large wrap around deck. Built in 
1918 the home offers @ 2750 sq ft of spacious 
living. Enjoy the convenience of living at the 
Club.

$1,175,000

2059 CASA NUESTRA
FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY
.77 acre lot with 2 homes, located close to 
Diablo Country Club. Serene setting. The 
homes, 1880 sq ft and 1000 sq ft, are rented. 
Remodel existing structures or build your 
dream home.

$1,799,000

1904 LA CADENA
Historic home on @ 1 level acre. Lower 
Diablo, surrounded by oak trees, this property 
features a classic old home, apartment, guest 
house, horse coral, and a beautiful creek side 
setting. Call for more details.

$2,250,000

Marilee Headen
(925) 743-1225
MarileeHeaden.com
MarileeHeaden@aol.com Realtor of Integrity, 

Experience, and Excellence

Listing & Selling Diablo

OPEN S
UN 1-

4
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This week’s data repre-
sents homes sold during 
October 2007

Alamo
141 Bolla Avenue Solomon 
Trust to G. & C. Kerr for 
$1,370,000
35 Oak Trail Court Masles 
Trust to P. & A. Rodrik for 
$1,260,000
205 St. Paul Drive J. & S. 
Garrett to T. Huang for 
$1,450,000

Danville
305 Camaritas Way Shah 
Trust to J. & N. Anderson 
for $1,025,000
1512 Colchester Street 
GMAC Model Home 
Finance to J. & J. 
Robinson for $1,179,000
1518 Colchester Street 
GMAC Model Home 
Finance to R. & E. 
Trencheny for $1,160,000
428 Corte Dorado Fust 
Trust to R. & M. Velasco 
for $1,080,000
575 El Capitan Drive J. 
Vanbackle to H. Alaoui for 
$870,000

160 Emerald Drive Majors 
Trust to M. & M. Materazo 
for $1,329,000
816 Griffon Court Shapell 
Industries to S. Singh for 
$1,029,500
833 Griffon Court Shapell 
Industries to S. & J. Reid 
for $1,040,500
845 Griffon Court Shapell 
Industries to K. & R. Taylor 
for $1,080,500
709 Mastino Court Shapell 
Industries to E. & M. Zhao 
for $904,500
124 Menton Court KB 
Homes to V. Patel for 
$872,500
196 Mont Blanc Court R. 
& M. Velasco to G. & M. 
Lambert for $980,000
1323 Monterosso Street 
Lennar Homes to B. Low 
for $1,279,000
640 Morninghome Road 
Meritage Mortgage to J. 
Sylwanowicz for $590,000
130 Nanterre Street KB 
Homes to T. Yeh for 
$849,500

581 Old Farm Road 
Einstoss Trust to L. & J. 
Cobain for $549,000
261 Pembrook Street 
Shapell Industries to S. 
Azimi for $502,000
276 Pembrook Street 
Shapell Industries to J. An 
for $502,000
278 Pembrook Street 
Shapell Industries to K. 
Sanford for $465,500
282 Pembrook Street 
Shapell Industries to K. 
Zhu for $502,000
289 Pembrook Street 
Shapell Industries to M. 
Sattar for $502,000
293 Pembrook Street 
Shapell Industries to S. 
Muthusamy for $465,500
297 Pembrook Street 
Shapell Industries to Q. 
Zhang for $502,000
296 Ramona Road R. 
Dyer to G. & N. Ruh for 
$915,000
1179 River Rock Lane 
Asset Backed Securities 
to Fast Land Partners for 
$650,000

3850 Sheffield Circle N. 
Hughes to P. Nowak for 
$915,000
551 Silver Oak Lane J. & 
J. Blick to J. Facca for 
$735,000
548 Sycamore Circle 
Sundberg Trust to Morgan 
Trust for $627,000
407 Triomphe Court R. & V. 
Dutto to J. & R. Knight for 
$960,000
307 Valle Vista Drive Wells 
Fargo Bank to M. & S. 
Jacobs for $815,000

Diablo
39 Bella Vista Avenue R. 
Oldenburg to R. Elvidge 
for $1,800,500

Walnut Creek
2640 Buena Vista Avenue 
S. & L. Salazar to M. 
Simon for $675,000
1703 Candelero Court H. 
Kramer to K. & A. Rai for 
$535,000
1706 Comstock Drive 
Gallagher Properties 
to Adams Ventures for 
$1,382,000

1481 Marchbanks Drive 
#4 J. Scharnikow to S. 
Gavigan for $275,000
215 Miramonte Road G. 
Levine to D. Friedman for 
$795,000
1024 Mt. View Boulevard 
Long Beach Mortgage 
to M. & M. Phan for 
$750,000
1655 North California 
Boulevard #134 Trinity 
Avenue Limited to M. 
Miramontes for $489,000
1655 North California 
Boulevard #239 Trinity 
Avenue Limited to R. & R. 
Berninzoni for $776,000
1655 North California 
Boulevard #339 Trinity 
Avenue Limited to J. & H. 
Gentile for $766,000
1655 North California 
Boulevard #439 Trinity 
Avenue Limited to F. & M. 
Granzotto for $789,000
420 North Civic Drive #307 
K. Ridings to Derrick Trust 
for $361,000
410 North Civic Drive M. 
Silva to N. Hansen for 
$295,000

1940 Pomar Way S. 
Rosenstrauch to L. & L. 
Chen for $438,000

2520 Ptarmigan Drive #2 
Hall Trust to J. Howard for 
$330,000

1109 Skycrest Drive #9 
Frank Trust to B. & E. 
Kobierski for $150,000

1850 Stratton Circle J. 
Carolo to G. Hink for 
$755,000

628 Tarrytown Court R. & V. 
Russell to D. & V. Tugwell 
for $720,000

5349 Terra Granada Drive 
#1B E. Erickson to G. & J. 
Goodshaw for $559,000

5301 Terra Granada Drive 
#2A Hatcher Trust to Geyer 
Trust for $500,000

5357 Terra Granada Drive 
#2B Smith Trust to Mckern 
Trust for $410,000

3183 Wayside Plaza #303 
J. Short to K. Yung for 
$315,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource

BLACKHAWK
4 Bedrooms

29 Chestnut Pl. $1,975,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 831-3353

5 Bedrooms
3401 Deer Ridge Dr. $2,549,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 998-1818

DANVILLE
3 Bedrooms

31 Mountain Valley Pl. $695,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Prudential CA 519-1455

4 Bedrooms
1143 Cheshire Cir. $1,149,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 998-1818

5353 Old School Rd. $1,975,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 831-3353

2651 Finley Rd. $3,700,000
Sun 1-5 Keller Williams 260-8883

5 Bedrooms
405 Skycrest Dr. $990,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

SAN RAMON
2 Bedrooms

108A Norris Canyon Pl. $405,888
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-2508

3 Bedrooms
3821 Crow Canyon Rd. $499,500
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 968-1452

421 Pinenut Ct. $649,500
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 968-1452

4 Bedrooms
2212 Maidenhair Wy. $819,950
Sat 1-4 Prudential CA 734-5061

8075 Briar Oaks Dr. $859,500
Sat 1-4 Alain Pinel 968-1452

DUBLIN
3 Bedrooms

7566 Ironwood Dr. $560,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel  583-1131

PLEASANTON
3 Bedrooms

3193 Montpelier Ct. $719,000
Sun 1-4 Re/Max Accord 922-1575

4 Bedrooms

307 Brianne Ct. $1,249,000
Sat 1-4 

Century 21 Mission - Bishop Real Estate 699-9508

6828 Corte Salcedo $819,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential CA 734-5061

LIVERMORE

4 Bedrooms

575 Brookfield Dr. $645,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 455-7020

5 Bedrooms

5679 Dresslar Cir. $879,000
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel 398-6706

O P E N  H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N DDANVILLE WEEKLY
For an online version with mapping or to list your open home go to: www.DanvilleWeekly.com/real_estate

Up-to-date news about 
Danville every day

R E A L  E S T A T E



102 Muir Lane, Alamo, CA
(925) 362-8940  •  www.fautthomes.com

From the mid 3 millions
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Map is not to scale. 

Construction Preview Tour Event Saturday, Nov. 3rd

Upscale Appointments

•  Single-story homes

•  5,800 to 7,000 sq. ft. luxurious indoor

    living spaces

•  Spacious ½ to 1 acre homesites

•  Designer appointed interior features

•  Elegant Old World Tuscan exteriors with 

    expansive loggias and fireplaces

You are invited to view the 

first of 3 incredible custom 

homes under construction

on the rare west side of 

Alamo. Meet the team of 

professionals that are creating the exceptional 

new  homes at Muir Lane Estates. 

P r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  t o u r  s t a r t s  a t  1 2  N o o n 

Tour Alamo’s Elite Few.


