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It’s Simple!

Danville
1901 Camino Ramon

925-866-6164

San Mateo
1888 S. Norfolk
650-577-8979

Saratoga
600 El Paseo de Saratoga

925-866-6164

Mtn. View/Los Altos
141 El Camino Real

650-917-8526

San Rafael
863 E. Francisco
415-456-2765

Beautiful Furniture & Accessories
At The Lowest Prices!

Consigned from Builder’s Model Homes,  
Factory Showrooms and the area’s best homes

(925) 443-BATH 
11 E. Airway Boulevard #15 ~ Livermore 

MTWF 9-5 ~ THURS 9-8 ~ SAT 10-4 
newluxurybaths.com 

Vanities 
Tubs 
Toilets/Bidets 
Sinks 
Med Cabinets 

 

Knobs & Pulls 
Showers/Steam 
Shower Doors 
Lighting 
Mirrors 

Faucets 
Towel Warmers 
Fans 
Vessels 
Accessories 

Help you plan for success & make a 
unique design statement that 
reflects your personal style. 
Know what’s hot & what's not. 
Create value for you & your home. 
Guide you through product          
selection. 
Detail special considerations for  
contractors & installers. 
Stand behind our products &       
warranties after installation. 
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Empowering 
Education  
that Opens 
Your World

Exciting and Engaging 
Curriculum Teaches 
Analytical Thinking

Classes Average 
15 Students

Diverse International 
Programs and Community

Nearly 100% Admitted to  
Outstanding 4-Year Colleges

Extraordinary 
75-Acre Campus

Transportation and  
Financial Aid Available

For more information call:

(925) 362-7223 www.athenian.org
Danville

ADMISSION  
OPEN HOUSES 

for 

Fall 2008  
Enrollment

Grades 6-8:  
November 10 @ 1pm

Grades 9-12: 
November 11 @ 1pm

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Danville residents need a permit to remodel, make additions or alter plumbing or 
electrical wiring. It’s important to have the proper permits before starting to do the 
work. Cover design by Manuel Valenzuela.
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I’d like to be a famous professional rugby 
player so I can play alongside my favorite 
players, like Paul O’Connell who plays 
Munster Rugby, in Ireland.

Michael O’Connor
junior at De La Salle High School

My No. 1 dream is to give a lot of money to 
Children’s Hospital Oakland. I tell my husband 
that if I win the lottery that’s the first thing I 
would do. We haven’t had to go there with 
our children but we’ve had friends who have 
needed them.

Renee Molineux
homemaker

I don’t think I’d like to be famous. I like to lead 
a quiet life. I don’t want to be in the public 
eye.

Judy Howard
retired

Yes, I would like to be famous. I’d like to be a 
philanthropist and do good for a lot of differ-
ences causes, and make other people happy.

Ed Schumann
insurance

I’d like to be a famous rock star because then I 
could travel all over the world and meet inter-
esting people. I play the piano.

Olivia Molineux
junior at Carondelet High School

Would you like to be 
famous? In what way?Q:

Streetwise
A S K E D  AT  H A RT Z  AV E N U E  A N D  P R O S P E C T 
AV E N U E
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Corrections The Weekly desires to correct all significant errors. To request a 
correction, call the editor at (925) 837-8300 or e-mail: editor@DanvilleWeekly.com

N E W S  D I G E S T

N E W S F R O N T

Veterans Day specials
 For Veterans Day 2007, the communities of the San 
Ramon Valley will honor military service veterans at 10:45 
a.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, at the Performing Arts Center 
at San Ramon Valley High School. Also, a Museum of 
Military Memorabilia is on display at the Veterans Hall, 400 
Hartz Ave., from 1-4 p.m., Friday, Nov. 9; 10:45 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday; and 10:45 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday.
 Danville residents Georgia and Paul Cantrell are head-
ing up a Veterans Day weekend-long fundraising mission 
to benefit Operation Second Chance, a nonprofit organi-
zation whose mission is to help make rehabilitation easier 
for wounded soldiers. They met some injured soldiers on 
a cruise last January and were so impressed that they felt 
inspired to help.
 Twelve wounded soldiers are coming from Walter 
Reed Hospital, and will attend a Veteran’s Day Heroes 
Welcome Rally at 1 p.m. today at Pier 33 in San Francisco. 
Tomorrow, Saturday, they will attend the Goodguys Rod 
& Custom show at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in 
Pleasanton, which will include a benefit concert at 2 p.m. 
On Sunday, they will attend Veterans Day services.
 In observance of Veterans Day, schools and Town of 
Danville offices will be closed Monday.

Meet the ‘King of Christmas’
 Mark Roberts, a nationally known creator of collectible 
Fairies, Santas and Elves, will appear at Elegant Clutter in 
the Livery in Danville from 12:30-3:30 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 
11, to meet fans and sign his creations for collectors.
 “From our sales records, we know there are many col-
lectors in the Danville/San Ramon/Alamo area,” said Mary 
Burczyk, owner of Elegant Clutter.
 Roberts will talk about starting his company 23 years 
ago to create hand-crafted fairies and other magical char-
acters, which have earned him the title, “King of Christmas.” 
He is also promoting the special Healing Heart, Spirit of 
Hope and Make-a-Wish fairies he has created to benefit 
charitable causes.

Scouting for food next weekend
 Thousands of Scouts, from first grade Tiger Cubs to 
teenage Scouts and volunteers, will be going house to 
house Saturday, Nov. 17, to collect food for families who 
are less fortunate. Residents are asked to donate canned 
and nonperishable food that will be delivered to the Food 
Banks of Contra Costa and Solano counties, which supply 
food to more than 200 agencies.
 The annual Scouting for Food Drive helps people with 
the basic essential of life—food. Each month, Bay Area 
Food Banks serve more than half a million people, 48 
percent of whom are children, through food pantries, 
children’s programs, shelters, soup kitchens, residential 
programs and other emergency providers.
 Last year the Mt. Diablo Silverado Council, Boy Scouts 
of America collected 209,088 pounds of food but chairman 
Jeff Hart and marketing chairman Mark Curtis announced 
that the target this year is 220,000 pounds.

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

”“
— Aaron Stone, spokesman for U.S. Rep. Jerry 

McNerney, on the proposed change in inheritance taxes 
for small farms and businesses. See story, page 10.

It’s not like we’re giving a 
tax cut to Paris Hilton.
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Laura Ryan Harry Osmus

Go with the big national lender, 
from down the block.
Whatever your needs, we can help you find the right loan.

WaMu combines the power and flexibility of one of the nation's largest financial services 
providers, with the service and knowledge that come from local loan consultants. With 
more than 100 years of experience, we'll be able to answer all your questions, review your 
loan options and guide you through the process. Everything you'd expect from the  
big lender from down the block.

Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Washington Mutal programs, rates and terms subject to change. Some programs may not be combined with others. Not all 
features are available on all products.

20937 (09/07)
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  Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E  •  B L A C K H A W K  •  D I A B L O  •  A L A M O

by Natalie O’Neill

T he Alamo cityhood effort 
is on to the next chapter. 
Petitioners for the Alamo 

Incorporation Movement gathered 
3,100 signatures in two months—
one-third of the time allotted—and 
submitted the petition to the Local 
Agency Formation Commission 
this week.
 Advocates needed to acquire 
support from 25 percent of the 
Alamo voting population, or about 
2,400 people. They provided an 
extra 700 signatures to cover the 
margin of error. 
 From here, the movement needs 
to come up with $250,000 to fund a 
LAFCO study to determine wheth-
er incorporation is feasible. If the 

agency gives the go-ahead, a vote 
would then occur.
 “I think we have a phenomenally 
dedicated group who realizes this 
needs to be presented to the vot-
ers,” said David Bowlby, spokes-
man for AIM.
 Petition chairwomen Vicki 
Crockett and Barbara Munkner and 
their committee gathered signa-
tures door-to-door, at neighborhood 
meetings and outside Safeway in 
Alamo Plaza.
 “We are building momentum,” 
said Vicki Koc, AIM chairwoman.
 But as incorporation supporters 
celebrate their first victory, a for-
mal anti-incorporation group is get-

by Jordan M. Doronila 

T he Danville Town Council 
approved a motion at its 
meeting Tuesday that allows 

developer Sid Corrie to conduct 
a study to assess if his plans for 
developing seven acres on Camino 
Ramon fits in with the locale. 
 “This is just the start of the 
process,” said Kevin Gailey, town 
chief building planner. “It’s a glori-
fied pre-notification that something 
is coming down the road. No appli-
cation has been submitted.” 
 Sid Corrie is considering devel-
oping residential and commer-

cial property on seven acres of 
Danville’s 16-acre walnut orchard, 
which is owned by Armand Borel, 
78. Corrie purchased the option to 
buy the seven acres on the northern 
side of the orchard on Camino 
Ramon, across from Costco, for 
an undisclosed amount in June 
2004. The option runs through June 
2009.
 Corrie’s plans include a four-
story, 140-room upscale hotel, a 
self-storage facility and a mix of 
general retail, restaurant and office 
spaces. He also wants to build 
single-family homes.

Alamo incorporation folks 
get their signatures

Now supporters must raise funds for LAFCO study

Plans for orchard 
include four-story hotel

Developer gets feedback from Town Council and residents 

by Jordan M. Doronila

B eing a school superinten-
dent wasn’t always easy. 
There were times when Rob 

Kessler lay awake all night won-
dering about the district budget or 
a personnel issue.
 “Sometimes, I do a very good 
job on weekends being able to 
leave my job and be with my fami-
ly and friends,” said Kessler, super-
intendent of the San Ramon Valley 
Unified School District.
 Then there were times he found 
himself “waking at 3 in the morn-
ing, essentially at work.” 
 Now, Kessler, 60, plans to retire 
at the end of the school year, he 
announced to the school board last 
week.
 The district academically ranks 

eighth in the state. Under Kessler’s 
13-year tenure, the district’s schools 
have been renovated, academic 
performances have improved, and 
finances have been balanced.
 “We’ve been lucky to have a 
superintendent to be as good as 
Rob,” said Trustee Paul Gardner. 
“He’s a great educator.” 
 “He grasped the issues of school 
financing,” he added. “He could 
make recommendations about edu-
cational value and could make rec-
ommendations on how we were 
going to pay for things.” 
 Kessler, who lives in Albany, 
said he was leaving because he 
wanted to explore other life pos-
sibilities. 
 “The timing was right for me,” 
he said. “We accomplished what 
we set out to do.” 

 Currently, he teaches an educa-
tional leadership course for teach-
ers and school administrators at 
California State University, East 
Bay. He is also looking into con-
sulting and executive coaching. 
 “There are so many opportuni-
ties,” he said. 
 He noted he has plenty of posi-
tive accomplishments in the dis-
trict. Helping administrators and 
students solve problems, as well as 
developing trust and rapport with 
district constituents, are among his 
great achievements. In addition, 
several bond measures have been 
passed to upgrade and modernize 
schools. Also, schools have opened 
in Dougherty Valley under his lead-
ership.
 “He’s got a lot to be proud of,” 
said Trustee Greg Marvel. 

 He also created a public relations 
position, which is filled by Terry 
Koehne. 
 “The district never really ever 
had anyone to talk about the dis-
trict and figure out partnerships,” 
Kessler said. “The community has 
responded with a better understand-
ing.” 
 “Local Realtors will tell you one 
of the main reasons why people 
move here is because of the quality 
of schools,” he added.
 Kessler said he enjoyed being 
around an extraordinary group of 
staff members to solve problems.
 However, he also faced a tremen-
dous amount of pressure being head 
of a district that is a $200 million-
per-year business with more than 

School superintendent announces retirement plans
Kessler talks about his 13 years of challenges and accomplishments in the San Ramon Valley School District

Releasing the raccoon
Chainsaw sculptor Glen Sievert turns a dying oak into a work of art in Alamo, at a private residence 

near Las Trampas Center. The 44-year-old-artist, whose famous carved bears can be spotted every-
where from the Iron Horse Trail up into Blackhawk, said, “In Danville, everybody goes, ‘You’re the bear 
guy!’”

His pieces range from $300 into the thousands and he’ll create raccoons, bears, squirrels, eagles 
and any other animals people request, as long as he’s capable. He doesn’t map out his work, but 
sculpts as he goes, using the natural curves and knots of the tree for guidance.

“I don’t have a plan. I freehand everything. And no, I don’t mess up,” he said.
Most of his commissioners find him through word-of-mouth, but call (707) 354-0729 or visit www.

chainsawsculping.com to contact him directly.

NATALIE O’NEILL

Superintendent Rob Kessler is retir-
ing from the San Ramon Valley Unified 
School District after 13 years of service. 
He announced his decision last week.

➤ Continued on page 7

➤ Continued on page 10

➤ Continued on page 7

JORDAN M
. DORONILA



Danville Community 
Band appoints 

associate conductor
 Robert Calonico, Director of 
Bands at UC Berkeley, has been 
selected as the associate conduc-
tor of the 85-member Danville 
Community Band.
 “I am so thrilled and delighted 
to have Bob join me in conducting 
this fine group of musicians,” said 
Music Director and Conductor Dr. 
Lawrence Anderson. “He is a great 
addition to the band and his expertise 
and talent will really enhance our 
musicians’ knowledge and skills.”
 Calonico’s duties at UC Berkeley 
include directing and arranging for 
the Cal Marching Band and conduct-
ing the University Wind Ensemble.
 He is a graduate of St Mary’s 
College High School in Berkeley 
and holds a bachelor’s degree 
in music from UC Berkeley. He 
earned his teaching credential and 
a master’s in clarinet performance 
from California State University, 
Hayward. He lives in Hercules, 

is married to 
a profession-
al musician, 
Sharon, and 
is the father 
of a son and 
daughter.
 Prior to his 
appointment at 
UC Berkeley, 
C a l o n i c o 
held faculty 
p o s i t i o n s 
at Dominican College and Terra 
Linda High School in San Rafael.
 With 35 years of professional 
experience, he has played with 
the Oakland East Bay Symphony, 
Oakland Ballet, California 
Symphony, Berkeley Symphony 
and Berkeley Repertory Theater. 
He has also performed with San 
Francisco-based Broadway show 
productions including “Phantom of 
the Opera” and “West Side Story,” 
Natalie Cole, Ella Fitzgerald, Ray 
Charles, Maria Muldaur, James 
Brown, Tex Beneke and Harry 
James Orchestras.
 Calonico currently serves as Bay 
Section President for the California 
Music Educators Association.
 “I am honored to have been cho-
sen to share the conducting duties 
with Dr. Anderson,” Calonico said. 
“I know I will enjoy being part of 
this wonderful band, it’s a lot of fun 
for me.”
 The Danville Community Band 
is preparing for its most popu-
lar performance of the year, “A 
Jubilant Holiday,” which will take 
place at 3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 2, 
at the East Bay Fellowship, 2615 
Camino Tassajara. The free event 
also will feature a special “guest” 
conductor for “Jingle Bells.” ■

Page 6 • November 9, 2007 • Danville Weekly

N E W S F R O N T

Remodeling Made Easy

www.kennethjamesinc.com

Lic. #646670

Welcome

What home doesn’t 
look and feel better 
after a little facelift? 
The good news is it 
can be affordable and 
less time-consuming 
than you might 
think. Find out how 
we can make your 
home improvement 
ideas come to life. 
Our design team 
and professional 
tradesmen deliver 
each job (small 
or large) with 
outstanding results. 925.648.7632

Shop for Men

showcases

175 E. Prospect Ave. Suite 150
Downtown Danville

Tel: 925-831-8500   -   info@shop-edge.com

Now hanging downtown
Featured artist Philip Hellsten explains his 

art to Faz Poursohi at the Pioneer Art Gallery 
on Saturday, where Hellsten was the featured 
artist. Food for the reception was provided 
by Faz, whose restaurant is next door to 
the gallery, plus he is one of the portraits in 
Hellsten’s collection behind them.

Hellsten’s art on display features portraits 
done in acrylic paint using 12 steps of a gray-
scale. The medium challenges the viewer’s 
eye—whereas a painting might look like a 
collection of squares close up, stepping back 
brings it into focus to reveal the subject. 
Hellsten painted this image (right) of St. 
Jude, the Patron of Lost Causes, on a block. 
A square block sitting on a pedestal under a 
glass protector is titled “Six Nuts,” and has 
an image of a famous psychiatrist on each 
side, plus one of Hellsten himself. Move the 
cube to hear the pattering of nutshells.

The Pioneer Art Gallery, at 524 Hartz Ave. in 
downtown Danville, exhibits art by members 
of the Alamo Danville Artists’ Society. The 
building was recently purchased by Alamo 
developer Brad Blake, who plans to tear it 
down, and he is allowing the artist’s group 
use of it for six months. 

ADAS members pitched in with remodeling, 
repainting and installing track lights in a mat-
ter of days to open the gallery in time for the 
Danville Fall Crafts Festival on Oct. 20-21. It will 
now feature a member artist every two weeks 
with a reception. The building at one time was 
home to the beloved Valley Pioneer newspaper, 
so the group chose to honor this history with its 
name for the gallery.

The Pioneer Art Gallery is open 5-9 p.m. 
Fridays; 1-9 p.m. Saturdays, and 1-5 p.m. 
Sundays.

Robert Calonico
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Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment plus  

Free Consultation to new clients only
Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®

Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available
Dr. David Melamed, MD • Dermatologist

925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION
New clients only

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Shauntrell lost 
weight on our 
program and 
you can too!

Lose weight...and keep it off!
Staffed by professional doctors and nurses
Covered by some insurance companies
Non-medication Programs Available
Evening Hours Available
Maintenance Programs
Gourmet Meals (optional)
Latest FDA Approved Medications

Carey Consulting Wealth Management, Inc.
Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, MBA
President 
1350 Treat Blvd. #390 (Br 2) 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(925) 937-6385 
Fax: (925) 937-6377
jamie.carey@lpl.com
www.careyconsulting 
wealthmanagement.com
CA Insurance Lic. #0B98802

Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, 
MBA is a registered 
representative with  
and securities are  
offered through  

Linsco/Private ledger, 
(LPL)  

Member NASD/SPIC

You Deserve Better.
Tired of being overlooked and 
undervalued by your current nancial 
advisor? We think you deserve better…

• Better service
• Better investment choices
• Better overall satisfaction

If you agree that it’s time for something 
better, call today! 

Get a personal assistant for your personal life
Contact Katie Owensby

925.588.9455 | www.seekatierun.com | katie@seekatierun.com

Need some Help 
over the Holidays 

Help with shopping, giftwrapping,  
mailing packages, running errands 

and much more...

  The storage facility would be 
used as a buffer between the com-
mercial outlets and the residents, 
said Todd Muenter, a member of 
Corrie’s development team. 
 “It’s something that can work,” 
Muenter said. “I’m a big believer 
in the property.” 
 Town staff said Borel’s prop-
erty is designed for commercial use 
under the Danville General Plan. 
His land is next to I-680 and across 
the street from retail outlets.
 Nonetheless, residents at the 
meeting were dismayed about hav-
ing more development by their 
homes. More than 30 attended the 
public hearing. 
 They said commercial develop-
ment would bring traffic, and they 

noted the storage facility would 
be like a warehouse, which would 
detract from the surrounding beau-
ty. 
 “The storage facility is indus-
trial,” said Edward Ding. 
 Ding said the General Plan is 
supposed to ensure the town main-
tains its small town atmosphere 
and protect its natural resources. 
He also said he wants to see the 
orchard preserved. 
 “It’s the last orchard in Danville,” 
he said. “It’s kind of a legacy.” 
 Resident Michael Hensley said 
he didn’t want more retail. 
 “The orchard brought me here,” 
Hensley said, adding that he would 
have a close view of the hotel if it 
is built.
 Town Council also encouraged 
Corrie’s team to come up with alter-
native plans. Councilman Newell 
Arnerich said the hotel benefited 
Bishop Ranch more than Danville. 
He suggested that a market analysis 

be included in Corrie’s study.
 Arnerich also raised additional 
issues. 
 “I think traffic is going to be a 
challenge,” he said. 
 And he wasn’t thrilled with 
having a storage facility. He said 
Danville had one in the past and it 
didn’t work.
 “The residential and storage 
facility was not a happy marriage 
in Danville,” Arnerich said. 
 He noted he thinks highly of 
Corrie’s work, especially his 
development and design of Alamo 
Springs near El Pintado. He said 
that neighborhood has the look and 
feel of Danville. 
 Corrie also has the right of first 
refusal on the remainder of Borel’s 
property. His team will continue to 
work on plans, considering feed-
back from the Town Council and 
residents.
 “It’ll be a good project,” Corrie 
said as he left the meeting. ■

Orchard
➤ Continued from page 5

History comes 
alive

Stone Valley Middle 
School history teach-
er Eric Rasch begs for 
mercy as the victorious 
Duke Peterson enjoys 
the glory, Allison Yaron 
signals the verdict, and 
Matt Stailey carries out 
the sentence, as they get 
into the spirit of things in 
front of Coliseum in Rome 
last spring. Meanwhile a 
Roman gladiator catch-
es up on news from the 
Danville Weekly. The sev-
enth-graders were tour-
ing Italy during Spring 
Break as part of their 
Renaissance curriculum.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G

ting organized. Leaders collected 
funds and rallied volunteers at last 
week’s anti-incorporation meeting.
 “We’ve gathered enough money 
to get our brochures printed,” said 
Tony Carnemolla, who plans to 
distribute a pamphlet with facts 
against incorporation.

 Outspoken Alamo resident Hal 
Bailey said he felt people were 
misled about the impact of signing 
the petition.
 “I remain deeply concerned that 
the majority of petition signatures 
came from people who simply 
expected a feasibility study and not 
an application for formation of an 
autonomous city council,” he wrote 
in an e-mail.
 Signing the petition advocated 
both a feasibility study and an 

application for cityhood approval. 
If LAFCO finds Alamo cityhood 
feasible, it would be approved. 
However, it still must then be voted 
on by Alamo residents.
 The LAFCO study is expected to 
take about a year and would then 
go to the Board of Supervisors for 
an election date, which could hap-
pen as early as March 2009. Fifty 
percent of Alamo voters would 
have to support cityhood for it to 
pass. ■

Alamo
➤ Continued from page 5

Enjoying 
the tropics?

The Canzius Family—dad Preston, 
mom Suma, Krishan, 11, Priya, 
9—rests atop Maui’s Haleakala at 
sunrise with the Danville Weekly.

Take Us Along on your trav-
els and send photos to travel@
DanvilleWeekly.com or 315 Diablo 
Road, Suite 100, Danville 94526. Be 
sure to include a daytime telephone 
number.
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An Interview with San Francisco Cigar’s Jim Ervin
Swanky Cigar Store Reopening with New Cigar Bar Lounge

His wholesale cigar company sells more cigars in 
a month than most retail stores sell in a year but 
Jim Ervin, San Francisco Cigar’s top banana, has 
serious concerns about the future of his industry in 
the State. After a turbulent first two years in Down-
town Pleasanton, Ervin temporarily closed his re-
tail store to reevaluate the future of his award win-
ning store front. Born and raised in the City by the 
Bay, Ervin attended school in the East Bay before 
beginning a successful career in the real estate in-
vestment business which he maintains to this day. 
Yet, even with the turmoil in the tobacco industry, 
his cigar companies remain his first passion. While 
he proclaims to earn a “modest income” from his 
cigar business, his Brioni suit, Rolex watch and 
fleet of European cars in his driveway speak differ-
ently. One competitor proclaimed Ervin to be one 
of the most  influential cigar people in the western 
United States and supposedly has direct access to 
the heads of the largest cigar manufactures in the 
world. Pictures of him and industry icons like Car-
los Fuente, Jorge Padron and Carlos Torano and 
cigar aficionados Rush Limbaugh, Michael Jordan 
and Rudy Guiliani adorn walls in his office. Un-
married at age 46, he remains one of the areas most 
eligible bachelors yet refrains from talking about 
his personal life. Cigar  Retailer caught up with 
him at his palatial East Bay hills home to discuss 
the future of the industry that he loves, the pend-
ing reopening of his Pleasanton store, his notorious 
“Cigar Girl” who was recently featured in Playboy 
and his infamous cigar events.

CR: What is the state of the Cigar industry?
JE: Well, industry wide, cigar sales have been up 
steadily over the past few years however, it is a 
whole different story in California. Smoking bans, 
the ever ongoing anti tobacco legislation, while 
primarily targeting cigarette smokers, effects cigar 
smokers even more so. High state excise taxes and 
internet sales originating from out of state retailers 
have had negative impacts on local tobacco shops 
even to a point where some well established stores 
in the Bay Area have closed their doors. For some 
folks, it is pretty bleak out there.

CR: One of your competitors said of you, “Er-
vin is one of the most influential people in the 
business today because he is well connected and 
most importantly, he has MONEY and lots of 
it. Our industry consists of mom and pop stores 
who earn $50,000 a year. He does that in a week. 
We buy cigars by the box, he buys them in a 
crate. At the same time, he is one of the few com-
petitors that I have who will provide me stock 
which I may be low on and need right away and 
when I send one of my customers into see him, 
he ALWAYS encourages that person to come 
back to me for their next order. Others would 
try to steal my customer but that is not how Jim 
operates. He is truly a class act.! And the beau-
tiful women who he brings to trade shows are 
legendary. Plus, how many merchants do you 
know that have their own Tommy Bahama shirt 
line? He is the real deal!” How do you respond 
to that?
JE: I think that whoever said that is confused with 
someone else especially on the “money” angle. I 
have been involved in all my business entities for 
several years. I have worked hard to get where I 

am. I have been blessed to have met the right peo-
ple along the way who have offered me guidance 
and I have been fortunate enough to follow their 
lead and have become somewhat successful. I have 
met a lot of nice people along the journey.

CR: You opened the Pleasanton store a few 
years back to great reviews including that it was 
on of the nicest specialty stores in the Bay Area 
let alone Pleasanton. What happened?
JE: Well (laughing), let’s just say that we built it 
and they DIDN’T COME!!! Yes, we have received 
wonderful compliments on the store and I am not 
saying that because I built the place but it has been 
a struggle. Most people do not realize that, from 
the get go, the concept got shot down by the City 
Planning Commission which was a minor setback. 
We were fortunate that we were able to catch the 
Holiday shoppers a few months after the store 
opened but for the industry wide reasons already 
discussed, the store struggled to maintain steady 
customer traffic. Pleasanton is a great place to live, 
the schools are the best, the community is won-
derful and safe but opening a store in Downtown 
Pleasanton is not necessarily a blueprint for finan-
cial success. The Downtown Associations have all 
been supportive to the highest degree but you can-
not force people to come into your establishment 
and spend lots of money. Obviously, as a merchant, 
I become concerned with the ever present turnover 
of businesses in the area. I am fortunate that I own 
the store property so I enjoy a certain flexibility 
that other merchants don’t.

CR: What is the status of the store now and are 
changes in order?
JE: We are in the process of remodeling the interior 
and tweaking the inventory here and there but there 
will be some noticeable changes to the original de-
sign. The mahogany cabinets, the hi tech lighting, 
the distinct Bellagio Las Vegas aroma throughout 
and of course, Tony, Frank and Ella crooning in 
the background will remain. We will be adding a 
few more lines to our already stellar hard to find 
selection of premium cigars and, of course, we 
will continue to have the best accessories including 
humidors, cutters, lighters and the like. Memora-
bilia will still be featured yet on a lower scale. Big 
changes will be the addition of our new cigar bar 
and lounge and membership club which will offer 
a unique and stylish venue for all members. Com-
fortable leather seating, a cigar bar, great music 
and of course, our hospitable staff will be included. 
The Club will provide its members with a relaxing, 
comfortable, friendly atmosphere designed to opti-
mize their cigar smoking pleasures. This will be an 
ideal place to enjoy a relaxed smoke, increase your 
circle of friends and enjoy the good life. The club 
offers plasma TV’s for sports, news and breaking 
financials. Membership offers a vast calendar of 
outstanding events, exclusive gatherings all con-
ceived to enhance the enjoyment of cigar connois-
seurship.

“This will be an ideal place to enjoy a
relaxed smoke, increase your circle of

friends and enjoy the good life!!”

CR: What type of perks and any idea on “mem-
bership” costs”?
JE: In-store discounts, private cigar lockers, sub-
scriptions to cigar magazines, cigar / port tastings, 
invitations to company functions like our concerts 
and cigar nights etc. We are researching a “tiered 
membership” fee structure right now. There will be 
“daily passes” for those who do not want the lon-
ger financial commitment. Experiencing the “good 
life” comes at a cost one way or another!

CR: Your advertisements, especially with the
woman in the ad, are certainly “eye catching”?
JE: Well (laughing) that is the point, right? Melissa 
has been working for me for some time and has 
done a wonderful job both as a model and by her 
“guest appearances” that she has done in the store. 
The gentlemen love her but she commands respect 
from the ladies as well. She was kind enough to 
call me and offer to help in any way for our Grand 
Opening a few years back. Her advertised appear-
ance helped  bring 1,200 people in that night! She 
was featured in Playboy magazine last year. I tell 
people that I got her before Hef did!

CR: Your “Gentlemen Cigar Nights” are re-
nowned but also for a good cause. Do women 
attend too?
JE: Yeah, we have had some wonderful nights over 
the years. The attendees are always greeted with        
search lights at the restaurants and sometimes a 
Raiderette or two. Great cigars, humidors and ap-
parel are also passed out but, more importantly, 
we also  honor people in the local community who 
have done well and I think that it is important that 
people are recognized for the positive impact that 
they have made on our lives. The ladies have their 
own “Cigar Night” during the summer when the 
company sponsors concerts at Bay Area venues. 
Over the years, we have sponsored such acts as 
Huey Lewis and the News, Earth Wind & Fire and 
last year we saw the incomparable Tony Bennett. 
What a show!

San Francisco Cigar Co.
4469 Railroad Pleasanton

Reopens Fri. November 16th, 5-8pm
Complimentary Champagne

Advertorial

Paid Advertorial
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Earn your Multiple Subject Credential online!

www.calstateteach.net

CalStateTEACH is an accredited credential program 
operated by the California State University System. This is 
an alternative CSU education program for individuals with a 
B.A. who are interested in teaching. 

�   Online
�   Do school work from home 
�   No traditional university classes               
�   Personal attention 
�   Onsite support in your district 
�   Faculty observe you in your classroom  
�   Intern or Student Teaching Options Available 

For more information: Phone: (831) 582-4624 
Email: montereybay@calstateteach.net

Danville police will monitor 
activities from their office

by Jordan M. Doronila 

 The Town of Danville has 
installed surveillance cameras 
around its new $6 million Oak Hill 
Park Community Center to protect 
it from miscreants. 
 Police will be monitoring the 
park, said Jed Johnson, town main-
tenance services manager. “The 
idea is to protect our investments.”  
 Town officials decided to install 
the cameras to keep an eye out for 
vandals, he said. The four cameras 
are hanging around the center’s 
perimeter and are hooked up to the 
Danville Police Department. The 
police can monitor the center from 
their office. 
 “It’s an expensive enough 
building that we want to protect 
it from vandalism,” said Town 
Councilwoman Candace Andersen. 
“We want to make sure nothing 
happens to it.” 
 The Oak Hill Park Community 
Center is on Stone Valley Road, 
adjacent to Monte Vista High 
School. Town officials opened 
its doors to the public last month 
and placed the cameras to pro-

tect the building from being dam-
aged. Andersen noted that a smaller 
building that used to be there was 
vandalized. 
 Currently, surveillance cameras, 
worth $6,000 each, are confined 
to the center and are not placed in 
any other town facility. Police said 
they are meant to stop people from 
damaging property—not to intrude 
on residents’ lives.
 “The last thing we would do is 
to have cameras all over the town 
where everyone feels watched,” said 
Police Chief Chris Wenzel. “This is 
by no means a ‘big brother’ act.”
 “The ultimate goal is to put a 
system in place in certain areas or 
parks for cameras and capture certain 
criminal activity,” said Wenzel. “Law 
enforcement can’t be everywhere. 
The cost of a camera is a lot less.” 
 The cameras will focus on the 
building, especially after working 
hours, and be able to identify delin-
quents. 
 “I’m pretty confident it’s going 
to be a deterrent to vandalism,” 
Wenzel said. “At this time, we are 
working to put cameras in certain 
areas that are concerns.” 
 “The whole purpose is the pro-
tection of property and to make 
people safe,” he added. 
 Johnson spearheaded installing 

the cameras. He said he spoke six 
to nine months ago with admin-
istrators in neighboring cities, 
such as Pittsburg, who were using 
them. He brought the idea back to 
Danville and discussed it with the 
town manager and Town Council.
 The town approved the cameras 
and recently installed them. 
 “This is to help augment our 
job,” Wenzel said. “We have seen 
in the past certain vandalisms that 
occurred. This happened at the All 
Wars Memorial two years ago.”
 “The cameras will protect the 
work and moneys that the town 
spends,” he added. “The entire 
building and surrounding area can 
be monitored. We’ll be making 
adjustments to make it all work.” ■

Cameras installed to prevent 
vandalism at community center

by Natalie O’Neill

 Some students lug around five-
pound textbooks on their backs all 
day. Here in the San Ramon Valley 
Unified School District, they have 
more options than that.
 New social studies books are giv-
ing students the chance to study at 
home via CD-ROM, a pocket-sized 
electronic textbook that weighs 
about as much as a pack of gum. 
 The compact disks are a supple-
ment to the traditional textbook, 
a bonus both school board mem-
bers and curriculum directors say 
caters to more styles of learning 
and gives teachers freedom with 
learning assessments.
 Students can access the text-
books through a computer, where 
an electronic voice will read sen-
tences aloud as they follow along. 
 “It’s an excellent recourse for 
kids who are auditory learners—it’s 
a huge benefit,” said Marie Morgan, 
district director of curriculum.
 The books, published by Scott 
Foresman, are part of a trend text-
book companies are picking up 
on nationally. In the age of com-
puters—and immediate gratifica-
tion when it comes to accessing 
information—younger generations 
are no strangers to reading elec-
tronically. 
 “We live in a world of tech-
nology, and for a lot of students 
this matches their way of learning. 
Some kids are motivated by tech-

nology,” Morgan said.
 The disks come with links to 
additional online info including the 
publisher’s Web site, which pro-
vide quick definitions of words, 
quizzes and games to help absorb 
the material. They were adopted in 
grades K-12 throughout the district 
and each year a new subject will 
receive updated texts. 
 School board member Rachel 
Hurd, whose top priorities are lit-
eracy and catching learning disor-
ders early on, said the disks help 
children who don’t read well.
 “It gives them extra access in 
classes where they aren’t learning 
to read, but reading to learn,” she 
said. 
 Next fall, students will have new 
science texts, followed by math and 
language arts. There is no addi-
tional cost to the school district for 
the technology.
 The switch to electronic reading 
material has caused heated discussion 
in school districts nationally, particu-
larly among parents who don’t have 
computers or feel their child doesn’t 
have enough access to one. 
 Parents and teachers in a Detroit 
school district said recently they 
believe the change puts lower 
income families at a disadvantage. 
 Here in the San Ramon Valley, 
district staff said since classic texts 
are still available, it’s more of perk 
than a drastic alteration of cur-
riculum philosophy. School board 
members indicated the district 

wasn’t ready to phase out tradi-
tional texts completely, although 
the disks are far less expensive.
 “It’s kind of hard to sit at a 
computer and read at a screen—in 
terms of use all the time,” Hurd 
said.
 From a teacher’s point of view, 
the Scott Foresman texts allow three 
teaching options: a group project, a 
traditional text book teaching path 
and the chance to use the CDs with 
additional Web links. 
 These three options work for 
different learning styles—students 
who work best in a group, those 
who work best solo, and those who 
work best with technology. 
 The current publisher’s Web site 
has a social studies encyclopedia, 
where students can, for example, 
click on a president’s biography for 
a quick reminder of who they were 
and what they contributed.
 Teachers can also use the “item 
bank,” which allows them to put 
together their own individualized 
learning assessment.
 “It’s a pretty cool tool,” Morgan 
said.
 Every seven years the district 
adopts new texts, and a list of 
publishers is provided by the state. 
Teachers are given a pilot period to 
test which books they prefer. The 
district then adopts the books in the 
spring and students receive them in 
the fall.
 “This kind of technology is get-
ting better and better,” Hurd said. ■

Social studies textbooks come 
with CD-ROM option

Electronic reading materials offer students more ways to learn

One of the cameras at Oak Hill Park 
Community Center

You’ve got good taste
Share your dining experiences

Go to www.DanvilleWeekly.com and post your 
own rating and review of any restaurant!

And…Check out our comprehensive database on 
more than 800 local restaurants, including contact 

information, hours, directions and maps, professional 
and amateur reviews and ratings from across the Web.
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2,500 employees, 26,000 students 
and well over 70,000 constituents. 
One of the biggest stresses he faced 
was the inadequate funding the dis-
trict received from the state.
 We are continuously funding 
long-term planning and trying to 
figure out priorities for our money,” 
he said. “We make tough decisions. 
We can’t fund them (children) at 
the level we want. We are having 
to disappoint people.” 
 Kessler also said special educa-
tion has been a major issue. 
 “It’s on the list of things that are 
major challenges for every school 
district,” he said, adding that the 
district has made strides in improv-
ing its special education curricu-
lum. 
 Additionally, narrowing the aca-
demic achievement and proficiency 
gaps between students are chal-
lenges. Although the majority of 
students do well, there are a signifi-
cant number in general education 
that struggle in English and math. 
Teachers have found it difficult to 
provide the right instruction for 
them. 
 “Some of those questions are 
unanswered,” Kessler said. “We 
tried to do all things. We all put 

our heads together and talk to each 
other.”  
 Kessler grew up in Palo Alto and 
went to UC Berkeley in 1969 where 
he majored in political science, spe-
cializing in African Studies after 
his interest was piqued through 
a friend with an African back-
ground.
 “It was intense political turmoil,” 
he said. “Yes, I was involved in 
anti-war activity.”
 He did graduate work at Harvard 
in history but realized he would 
be stuck in academia—removed 
from much human interaction. 
He discovered he enjoyed work-
ing with people and solving prob-
lems, which prompted him to go 
into education. He went back to 
Berkeley and received his teaching 
credential. 
 He received his master’s degree in 
curriculum and educational admin-
istration at San Francisco State 
University. He began his career in 
education more than 33 years ago 
as a fifth-grade teacher in Moraga. 
 He was the superintendent 
of schools for the Reed Union 
School District in Marin County. 
He joined the San Ramon Valley 
Unified School District in 1993 
as director of certificated person-
nel. He oversaw all aspects of the 
employment process for teachers, 
principals, nurses and librarians. 

He was appointed by the trustees as 
superintendent in 1995.
 The district plans to look at all 
qualified applicants for the vacated 
superintendent position and hopes 
to hire someone to replace Kessler 
in March or April. Marvel said he 
hopes the next superintendent will 
continue to push the district to 
be its best, known nationally and 
internationally. 
 “The board is very sad to see him 
go,” Gardner said. “At the same 
time, he’s moving on to the next 
phase of his life. The district will 
continue running well. Life goes 
on.” 
 Kessler said the primary quality 
for the next superintendent is com-
munication. 
 “It’s not always an easy thing 
to do,” he said. “The more people 
involved in the communication 
process, the more complex it is. It’s 
ultimately why we are so strong as 
a school district.” 
 Kessler’s wife Sally Benjamin is 
a counselor at Albany High School. 
His son David graduated from UC 
Davis and is working in Boston as 
a union organizer. His daughter 
Julia is attending the University of 
Michigan and studying Arabic and 
Middle Eastern studies. 
 “They are too far from home 
as far as I am concerned,” Kessler 
said. ■

Kessler
➤ Continued from page 5

Break intended to help 
small family businesses

by Natalie O’Neill

 A bill introduced last week by 
U.S. Rep. Jerry McNerney (D., 
11th) could give small business 
owners and farmers in Danville and 
Alamo tax breaks when passing 
their property on to family.
 As the law currently stands, 
small businesses and farms worth 
under $2 million are exempt from 
estate tax, or what some call “death 
tax.” The new legislation would 
bump the exemption up to $8 mil-
lion.
 “It could certainly have an impact 
on Danville, given the number 
of small businesses downtown—
in terms of keeping them open 
from generation to generation,” 
said Andy Stone, spokesman for 
McNerney.
 High death taxes sometimes 
force family members to sell prop-
erty to developers, which have shut 
down more than a few local farms 
and businesses. The congressman 
sees this as both an economic and 
environmental issue, Stone said. 
 “There’s a burgeoning movement 
to encourage people to eat locally 
grown food. You can’t eat locally if 
there are no local farms,” he said.
 Danville business owners said 
the majority of small businesses 
downtown aren’t yet worth enough 
to be effected by the bill, but agreed 
with the principal of the legisla-
tion.
 “That could really open things up 

for small busi-
nesses, espe-
cially as they 
grow,” said 
John Knowles, 
owner of 
C a l i f o r n i a 
Pedaler on 
Hartz Avenue. 
 “It’s just the 
definition of 
‘small busi-
ness’ that’s my 
question—for a small business, $8 
million is a lot,” he said.
 Local business owners aren’t the 
only ones who have questions about 
the logistics of the legislation. The 
McNerney camp has gotten flack 
from its own democratic supporters 
for giving tax breaks to those who 
are already well-off. 
 But unlike corporate giants, 
Stone said family farms and busi-
nesses have strong roots in the 
community and are generally not 
run by exorbitantly wealthy peo-
ple.
 “It’s not like we’re giving a tax 
cut to Paris Hilton. These are hard-
working people—people that live 
modest, middle-class lives,” he 
said.
 Several Danville small business 
owners agreed.
 “It’s a beautiful thing. Any tax 
cut that promotes the well-being of 
the family is a blessing,” said Amid 
Corlandt, owner of Vally Medlyn’s, 
who runs the restaurant with his 
wife and son.
 As the law stands today, the 
amount of money the business or 
farm is worth, exceeding $2 mil-

lion, is taxed a 45 percent estate 
tax. So, for example, a $5 million 
family farm would be charged 45 
percent of $3 million—or $1.35 
million.
 Armand Borel, owner of 
Danville’s 17-acre walnut orchard 
near Costco, said the bill would 
not apply to him, since his land is 
worth more than $8 million. He 
said he’d need to learn more about 
the legislation before forming an 
opinion on it.
 Alamo Republicans had mixed 
opinions about the bill and 
McNerney’s local impact.
 “There are definitely a lot of 
Republicans in the area and he 
could be trying to get that sup-
port,” said Alamo Republican Tony 
Carnemolla. “But I’ll give him 
credit, he did show up to our meet-
ing about the Vet Hall and he’s in 
support of it.”
 Joe Rubay, an Alamo member of 
the Contra Costa Republican Party, 
said he was for the bill as long as 
it’s a reduction, not just “a shift in 
the tax burden.”
 “Whatever the government can 
do to keep the money in the hands 
of the people who earn it—I sup-
port these measures,” he said. 
 But ultimately, the issue is non-
partisan, Stone said.
 “We’ve gotten a lot of support 
from both sides,” he said. 
 The goal here is to reflect what 
the congressman has heard from 
his constituents, he added.
 “He met with farmers, ranchers 
and small business owners. He’s 
heard from them how important 
this is,” he said. ■

Bill would change death 
taxes on small farms, businesses

U.S. Rep. Jerry 
McNerney
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D oes anyone wish there 
were a McDonald’s in the 
Trader Joe’s location in 

Danville? That’s what her father 
wanted when he owned the prop-
erty several decades ago, Marilyn 
Agenos Dreyfuss told the Danville 
Area Chamber of Commerce mem-
bers last week.
 The luncheon at Bridges drew 
a record Chamber crowd to hear 
developers and property owners 
talk about what is happening in 
downtown Danville. It was a good 
chance to get your arms around all 
the plans as old buildings face the 
wrecking ball and new complexes 
rise from the dust on five different 
properties.
 Dreyfuss noted that her prop-
erty, Danville Square, has com-
pleted the Trader Joe’s portion on 
the south, the Starbucks area on 
the north, and the new enlarged 
post office. Ten retail spaces are 
under construction, and she plans 
to attract businesses that will build 
upon the “spirit” of Trader Joe’s, 
she said. Hmmm. A yoga stu-
dio, perhaps? Hemp clothing? She 
wants Danville Square to be a 
legacy to her father—without the 
McDonald’s.
 Thomas Baldacci, president of 
Castle Companies, spoke about 
the property behind the historic 
Danville Hotel. This area became 
a funky Hollywood-set-like fron-
tier town in the 1950s as Danville 
revisited its Old West roots, but the 
false-fronted structures and the old 
gingerbread restaurant are look-
ing mighty neglected these days. 
Baldacci said he’s been working 
on the project since 2001, and the 
town changed the block’s zoning 
so the new project could have 
mixed uses. Plans call for retail, 
offices and 10 residential units, 
with parking underground for ten-
ants. Baldacci hopes to get started 
sometime in the spring.
 “This is a complete departure for 
downtown Danville,” he said. “It 
will be a center point for the whole 
downtown.” He said he is still talk-
ing to town officials and residents 
as he finetunes the plans.
 Brad Blake, CEO of Blake Hunt 
Ventures, spoke about the Rose 
Garden project, adjacent to Navlet’s 
Garden Center on Sycamore Valley 
Road, which is being developed 
with Baldacci’s Castle Companies. 
Rose Garden has been under way 
for 12 years, Blake said, noting 
it has “complicated construction,” 
but tenants will start moving in 
from March to June. It will have 
four restaurants and 15-20 retail-
ers, and Blake was excited to have 
attracted businesses from Santana 
Row in San Jose, Mill Valley and 
the Peninsula. He is also wooing 

some from Walnut Creek, convinc-
ing them the Rose Garden right off 
the freeway has better access, and 
said he’s drawing on the down-
town Danville ambience. The Rose 
Garden’s 56 apartments will take 
another year or so to complete.

 Blake also recently purchased 
522 Hartz Ave., which was home 
to the old Valley Pioneer and, more 
recently, the San Ramon Valley 
Times. He has made the site avail-
able to the Alamo Danville Artists’ 
Association for an art gallery for 
six months until he replaces it with 
another two-story building with 
retail on the ground floor and high 
end office space upstairs.
 Trish Wilkalis, general manager 
of Blackhawk Plaza, spoke enthu-
siastically on its revamping, which 
should be completed by next sum-
mer. Already, things are looking 
up since Draeger’s Market opened 

last month, and she was excited 
about its 15 new tenants, including 
Anthropologie, Banana Republic, 
White House Black Market, G.R. 
Doodlebug and a large Starbucks. 
 Kathy Chiverton, executive 
director of the San Ramon Valley 
YMCA, said approvals are in 
place for the new 12-acre facil-
ity on the Alamo/Danville border, 
and it should be ready in summer 
2009. People are happy to hear it 
will be a place for teens to gather 
on Friday and Saturday nights, 
she said, plus it will create 50 to 
200 jobs, from lifeguards to front 
desk workers, with a $1.3 million 
yearly payroll. Next on the agenda 
for the Y: completing and bring-
ing to life the theater on El Cerro 
Boulevard.
 Danville has a distinct 
sense of place, noted Danville 
Transportation Manager Tai 
Williams at the luncheon, 
and it strives to preserve and 
enhance what it has. The plans 
all point in that direction. 
 I wonder just how many stores 
and restaurants and offices the town 
can use, but I trust the develop-
ers did demographic studies before 
launching their projects. And the 
good news is, we’ll still have to 
drive out to Blackhawk or down to 
San Ramon for a Big Mac.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli 
can be e-mailed at 

editor@DanvilleWeekly.com.

Coming soon near you

It was a good chance 
to get your arms 
around all the plans 
as old buildings face 
the wrecking ball and 
new complexes rise 
from the dust on five 
different properties.

Alamo-Lafayette Cemetery District
Public Notice

To our taxpayers of the Alamo, Blackhawk, Danville, Diablo,  
Lafayette, Rossmoor and a small part of Walnut Creek & San Ramon. 

You are entitled to purchase interment rights in either Alamo or 
Lafayette Cemeteries. 

For further information, please contact Mrs. Patricia Howard
925 • 284 • 1353

“A Contemporary 
American Steakhouse”

Make Your Reservations Now!

2410 San Ramon Valley Blvd.  
(925) 838-5678   

www.bighorngrill.com

Thinking about a 
holiday party? 

Our private banquet rooms  
are the answer.

Gift cards - The Perfect 
Holiday Gift.



 Danville has a gem downtown in the Pioneer Art 
Gallery, which opened a few weeks ago.
 The gallery space on Hartz Avenue was a gift from 
developer Brad Blake, who is making it available to the 
Alamo Danville Artists’ Society for six months while he 
finalizes plans to raze the structure and replace it with 
a state-of-the-art retail/office building. In return, the art-
ists are giving him 10 percent of proceeds from sales, 
which Blake is donating to local causes.
 Once Blake agreed it would be better for the building 
to house the artists than to sit vacant, ADAS members 
got to work, repainting the walls and installing track 
lighting to highlight their art. The spacious location is 
wonderful for displaying the pieces of the varied artists. 
Some also will be working in the studio space on the 
second floor.
 The gallery is now open weekends and, thanks to its 
primo location and perhaps our beautiful fall weather, 
the place has a definite buzz with patrons wandering 
in while enjoying an evening downtown. This location 
makes it easy for casual visitors to check out the art and 
see what is new while downtown to enjoy a meal at one 
of the nearby restaurants.
 The Pioneer Art Gallery was named after an early ten-
ant of the building, the Valley Pioneer newspaper. The 
name is also appropriate because ADAS thought outside 
the box, so to speak, when it approached Brad Blake 
with its proposition for a temporary art gallery.
 The group has been looking for a home since it left 
Blackhawk Plaza when its space was taken over by anoth-
er store. Tracy Bauer, spokeswoman for ADAS, said they 
are seeing more foot traffic at this location than they ever 
did in Blackhawk. Hopefully builders will keep the art-
ists in mind when looking for tenants to make downtown 
Danville a well-rounded destination.
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Access to art

Good job by Piepho
Dear Editor:
 Effective leaders and good gov-
ernment do not come along that 
often. As longtime Diablo resi-
dents, we have seen Supervisor 
Mary Nejedly Piepho working 
hard to serve the communities 
she has been elected to repre-
sent. Mary is a part of our com-
munity and we see her at many 
local events and meetings. She 
is a breath of fresh air and has 
worked to provide communities 
like Diablo and Alamo the high-
est level of county services and 
improved local governance.
 Mary has rolled up her sleeves 
and gone to work to serve us, 
and we respect and acknowledge 
her commitment. She has shown 
that she is not afraid of taking on 
the difficult tasks. By addressing 
local and often controversial issues 
which have lingered for years, 
Mary has taken on challenges that 
others have avoided. It has been 
a long time since we have seen 
such a strong quality in an elected 
leader.

 Being an elected official is not 
an easy responsibility, but Mary 
Piepho has done an outstanding job 
and we strongly support her as our 
county supervisor.

Weatherford Family, Diablo

Newspaper coverage
Dear Editor:
 Thank you for your excel-
lent article on the consolidation 
of newspapers and coverage in 
the Bay Area. I have noticed a 
significant decline in local news 
reporting in the San Ramon Valley 
Times, and rely more than ever 
on your publication to find out 
what’s going on. In a single issue, I 
learned of the vandalism at Livorna 
Park, the potential sale of Borel’s 
orchard, and the possibility that 
Supervisor Mary Piepho’s office 
is behind the move to rename 
Danville Boulevard. If true, it is 
a condescending gesture, clearly 
designed to placate the masses and 
defuse the movement for incorpo-
ration of Alamo.
 Keep up the good work!

D. McCarter, Alamo

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R
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The UPS Store
Sycamore Square
Danville, CA

Shipping

Mailbox Rentals

Color Copies

Business Services

Corporate Accounts

Notary Services

Packaging Services

Passport/ID Photos

Products and Service Guide
Inquire about our free monthly special offer

Your Home Offi ce Away From Home

696 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Danville, CA 94526
Phone: (925) 838-0052

Fax: (925) 838-4630

Shredding Services

‘My friend gave me a heads up on this...’

TownSquare ForumTownSquare Forum
READ MORE/COMMENTREAD MORE/COMMENT ➚➚



P E R S P E C T I V E

 Last week, Guest Opinion writer 
Phil Erickson, a 27-year resident 
of Alamo, opined that “...Alamo 
should NOT become a city...” and 
stated the movement is led by a 
few residents displeased with the 
approval of the Monte Vista parking 
lot and the YMCA. In fact, those 
of us who started thinking about 
Alamo becoming a town have sub-
sequently grown to 3,100 petition-
ers who come from every area and 
political position, for and against 
the parking lot and the new YMCA 
in Alamo; some are even leading 
fundraising efforts for the YMCA. 
 Preliminary research identified 
almost 300 businesses operat-
ing and paying sales tax within 
the proposed Alamo boundaries. 
Issues such as street maintenance 
and support of a local government 
have been directly addressed in the 
Initial Fiscal Analysis (IFA) and 
listed as expenses. When the Town 
of Alamo is incorporated we WILL 
have sufficient funds to manage 
both and STILL have a surplus. 
 Mr. Erickson chooses to continue 
the myth that incorporation adds 
an additional layer of government 
whereas in truth city officials and 
a staff of 15 would replace 10,000 
county staff and officials. We will 
be represented by this council and 
staff in Alamo, who know Alamo, 
and whose only obligation is to 
Alamo.
 Mr. Erickson compares us to 
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda with 
the warning that we would become 
like them. While collecting sig-
natures, I spoke with a number of 
residents from those communities, 
and most stated they were pleased 
they had incorporated. They felt 
their condition IMPROVED by 
becoming cities. We have learned 
from their city council members 
and staffs, who were generous in 
providing time for us. However, 
Alamo is not exactly like any other 
community and it is precisely 
because we want to maintain its 

positive aspects that incorporation 
is essential.
 I urge everybody to visit the 
Web site Alamoinc.org where more 
questions are addressed; read the 
IFA and draw your own conclu-
sions. More than 3,100 individ-
uals, in fewer than nine weeks, 
signed the petition to proceed with 
a detailed study on the feasibility 

of incorporation so those who want 
to learn more are not just a “few.” 
While each of us may have a per-
sonal preference that should and 
must be respected, it is hoped that 
opinions will be based on research 
and data. 

Stephen A. Goodman and his 
family have lived in Alamo for

27 years.

Incorporate to keep Alamo special
B Y  S T E P H E N  A .  G O O D M A N

Guest Opinion

Give your opinion at
www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Are there over-
bearing parents 
on the sidelines 
of kids’ games?

Results from last week:
Should the Alamo portion 

of Danville Boulevard have 
its name changed to Alamo 
Boulevard?
 No: 81.94%
 Undecided: 6.94%
 Yes: 11.11%
 Total votes: 72

O N L I N E  R E A D E R  P O L L

✔
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5502 Sunol Boulevard 
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Save 20% on your Auto Insurance!

Save 15% on your Homeowners Insurance!

Gregg Schnepple
Insurance Agent

Farmers gets you back where you belong.
Life • Auto • Home • Business

*Additional professional discounts may apply.

Lic # 0F33296 
925-588-1225 

gschnepple@farmersagent.com

Win Great Seats to Watch
the Raiders Whomp the Bears

Win Tickets at the Heritage Estates Tailgate Party!
November 11th • 10am-Noon

Free hot dogs, pretzels and beverages, and KKIQ Radio

will be on hand for a live remote as we watch the Raiders

send the Bears to an early hibernation. We’re also giving

away two sets of tickets to the game. And the best part?

A private limousine will whisk the winners away to the game

and bring them back, too. Stop by and whoop it up!

900 E Stanley Blvd • Livermore • (925) 373-3636 • www.HeritageEstatesRetirement.com

We Have Something for Every Retirement Lifestyle • Luxury Senior Apartments • Independent & Assisted Living

ASK ABOUT OUR CURRENT MOVE-IN SPECIALS AND AFFORDABLE PROGRAM

LIC#015601095
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C O V E R  

 Wood said residents who plan on making home improve-
ments can go to the building department themselves at the 
Danville Town Offices at 510 La Gonda Way to request a 
permit. They also have the option of hiring a contractor to 
do all the work for them, and the contractor would take care 
of the permits. 
 Wood used a Danville family—one of his current 
clients—to explain how the planning and building process 
works. The family is currently remodeling their kitchen, 
family room and guest bathroom. Wood said he first met 
with them and asked about their goals and needs. He then 
measured their house and weighed in all the factors, which 
were shared in the initial meeting, and formed a proposal.
 “I develop a plan that meets their goals,” Wood said. 
 He created floor plans—an overall sketch of what his 
clients wanted to achieve with their remodeling. His first 
proposal contained drawings, which detailed the kitchen’s 
interior. Wood gave them homework, suggesting they look 

at tile and floor surfaces, to find some that suited their 
tastes.
 “They experience themselves through their kitchen,” 
Wood said. “It’s more of a piece of art.” 
 When the family approved the plans, Wood fleshed out 
the details and wrote a scope of the project. Soon they 
worked out a price. His clients agreed with the package. 
 The planning stages may take two months, he said.
 He then produced a set of plans to apply for town build-
ing permits. 
 “It’s a multiple step process,” he said. 
 Wood noted that homes built before 1995 have simpler 
structures, which are easier to change. But modern houses 
tend to be a handful for contractors because they have post 
tension slabs, which are cables in concrete stretched under 
a high tension. This makes it difficult to put in plumbing. 
Additionally, structures today must be able to withstand 
earthquakes, he said.

 
 
 
 “We are building houses so much stronger than 20 years 
ago,” he said. “It’s an evolution of housing built today.” 
 Before beginning construction, residents may have to 
consult with their homeowners’ association regarding any 
changes to their house. Some residents sign legal agree-
ments with the associations when they move into neighbor-
hoods so must follow its regulations.

IT’S
PL

by Jordan M. Doronila 

P lan to remodel your home or get a new roof? Remember to 
get a building permit.
 Danville residents need a permit to alter their plumbing 

and electrical wiring or to remodel or make additions. 
 “This all does require a building permit,” said Jim Wood, Danville 
Design Review Board member and owner of R&J Construction.
 “It’s not the easiest process to go through for someone who’s not used 
to it,” he added. “The planning process has evolved so much.”
 Permits are based on state and national codes adopted by the Town of 
Danville to protect residential property. Also, fire and liability insurance 
damages may not be paid in some cases where permits were not obtained 
and improvements do not meet uniform building code requirements. 

Stacey Gill, town development services technician, displays a building permit form. Residents need to fill out this form to get permits.

JORDAN M
. DORONILA

Fred Korbmacher, Danville development coordinator, whips out guidelines that p
permits from the town. Residents often don’t know that they need permits to ma
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S T O R Y

S A 
LAN

 If the homeowners group gives residents the OK, they 
still have to make sure their changes do not encroach on the 
easements that are part of the Central Contra Costa Sanitary 
District. When they get clearance, they have to submit their 
application to the Danville building department. Town offi-
cials and a third party review the application, and it might 
take several to six weeks to award a permit.

 Once the clients received the permit, Wood demolished 
the areas that needed remodeling. He said this is a fun 
process.
 “Oh, yeah,” he said. “At the end of the day you see some-
thing accomplished.” 
 During the construction period, there is a series of five 
inspections: rough frame, insulation, drywall, interior and 
final. Rough frame deals with electrical, drywall and fram-
ing. Drywall covers everything. Interior—in this client’s 
project—dealt with putting in a shower pan, a wall lath 
and a tile shower. And the final phases involved having 
everything properly in place. 
 The inspector examines each of the 
phases before the project continues 
going forward, Wood said. 
 There are currently three town build-
ing inspectors plus chief inspector 
Mike Leontiades with the Town of 
Danville. They have a briefing with 
town staff every morning to make sure 
they are on the same page, town offi-
cials said. 
 In the past, some residents com-
plained about communication with the 
town’s building inspectors. Danville 
resident Don Reed expressed his frustration when an 
inspector failed his remodeled home several years ago

  because it didn’t have a shower pole in his spare bathroom. 
 Steve Lake, town services director, said he has not heard 
any complaints. 
 “Nobody has called me,” he said. “Building inspection 
is an enforcement procedure. Not everyone is going to like 
what they hear.” 
 Fred Korbmacher, town development coordinator, said resi-
dents have called town officials and thanked them for giving 
them truthful information that made their homes better. 

 “They (inspectors) want to confirm the information is cor-
rect,” he said. 
 Once the family finishes all the inspection phases, the 
remodeling can be completed. Wood noted he can now put 
in the flooring, countertops, appliances and other items. 
The entire building process takes approximately 50 work-
ing days. The family is currently in the final phase of its 
emodeling.
 “We try to make it seamless for them,” Wood said, about 
the building process.
 Homeowners looking for contractors should check to 

see if they have a state license and are 
in good standing, Wood said, noting 
that he gets his clients through word 
of mouth, with 50 percent repeat cus-
tomers.
  See if the contractors have received 
any complaints, he suggested. Talk to 
referrals who have been involved with 
them on similar jobs. Also, homeown-
ers can speak to local suppliers and 
find out if they pay their bills.
  When working with contractors, resi-
dents should have a written contract 
with start and finish states. They should 

pay an amount for the work that going to be done at the 
moment. Do not shell out large sums of money upfront, he 
said. 
 Wood urged all residents to follow building codes. 
Homeowners are required to disclose work done on their 
home without a permit if they decide to sell, which may 
affect their home’s salability. Also, the homeowner who 
remodels without a permit may be liable if the changes 
cause injury.
 “It’s not worth doing the work without getting the per-
mit,” Wood said. ■

Sometimes residents do things in reverse, say 
members of the Danville Planning Commission: They 
make their home improvements then check out if 
they’ve followed the rules.

The Town of Danville has building codes, adopted 
after careful consideration, to protect people’s prop-
erty. In some cases, if permits were not obtained and 
improvements do not meet building code require-
ments, fire and liability insurance damages will not 
be paid. Also, if a construction project does not 
comply with Danville codes, the value of a home or 
business could be affected.

Permit fees are based on the valuation of the 
project and the number of inspections needed for 
the project. Rough estimates are, for a permit for a 
new roof on a 2,200-square-foot home, about $275; 
a new water heater tank, $150; and a 12-foot-by-
12-foot kitchen remodel, $950, including plumbing, 
electrical and mechanical.

Legal property owners or licensed contractors 
may obtain a building permit. Tenants of commercial 
or private properties can obtain permits with written 
authorization from the property owner; forms are 
available at the front counter of the Town Offices, 
510 La Gonda Way. To obtain information about a 
potential contractor, call the Contractor State License 
Board at (800) 321-2752 or visit www.cslb.ca.gov. 
A project must be inspected within 180 days of the 
issuance of the permit; if work hasn’t begun, the per-
mit will be declared null and void.

When a code official provides documentation 
that construction is completed and in compliance 
with building codes, home or business owners can 
enjoy their investments, knowing the work was done 
according to the community’s safety standards.

When permits are usually required
• New buildings
• Additions (bedrooms, bathrooms, family rooms, etc.)
• Residential work (decks, garages, fences, fireplaces, 

pools, water heaters, etc.)
• Renovations (garage conversions, basement furnishings, 

kitchen expansions, re-roofing, etc.)
• Electrical systems
• Plumbing systems
• Heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems

The permitting process
1. Talk to your local code official. Outline your plans and 

receive the information needed for code compliance and 
an application.

2. Submit application. This will document the specifics of 
the jobs and include sketches or plans of the work.

3. Review process with a code official to make sure plans 
are in compliance with codes.

4. Receive permit, which gives legal permission to start 
construction.

5. On-site inspections will make certain the work conforms 
to the permit.

6. Final approval will be given by the code official after a 
final inspection.

Permits issued over the counter
• Re-roofing
• Water heater replacement
• Electrical service upgrade
• Furnace/air conditioning replacement
• Bathroom remodels
• Kitchen remodels
• Window replacement
• Skylights
• Gas line
• Pool

—Information from the Town of Danville

Know the permit rules

provide details for homeowners of how they can get building 
ake home improvements. 

JORDAN M
. DORONILA

 “Building inspection 
is an enforcement 

procedure. Not every-
one is going to like 

what they hear.”
— Steve Lake, 

town services director
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Art
ADAS Art Demonstration Alamo-
Danville Artists Society will host Robin 
Purcell who will share her insights 
and techniques from 7:30-9 p.m., 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, at Social Hall at 
Danville Congregational Church, 989 
San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville. This 
event is free; desserts and refresh-
ments will be served. Call 691-5030 
or visit www.adas4art.org. 
Alamo-Danville Artists’ Society This 
club will continue its art exhibit of local 
paintings through mid November, at 
the Danville Town offices. The offices 
are open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-
Friday, at 510 La Gonda Way, Danville. 
Art Show The Contra Costa Academy 
of Fine Art is holding an art show in 
Bank of America in Alamo from Nov. 
10-24. Paintings will be accepted and 
judged on Friday, Nov. 9, and prizes 
awarded. Call 837-5654. 
Father Nature’s Restaurant Art 
Event Father Nature’s Resturant will 
host a two-day art event from 8 a.m.-3 
p.m., Sunday-Monday, Nov. 25-26, at 
172 Prospect Ave., Danville. Activities 
including viewing contemporary paint-
ings, visit with artist Kevin Barry Dever, 
great food, complimentary appetizers 
and a glass of wine. Call 820-3160 or 
visit www.finethingsart.com. 

Author Visit
Rakestraw Books Authors 
Rakestraw Books will host authors: 
Judith Jones, author of “Tenth 
Muse: My Life in Food” at 7 p.m., 
Friday, Nov. 9; Rudolph Chelminski, 
author of “I’ll Drink to That” 7 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 12; Dave Isay, author 
of “Listening Is an Act of Love” at 7 
p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 14 and Penny 
Warner, author of “Official Nancy 
Drew Handbook: Skills, Tips and Life 
Lessons” at 7 p.m., Friday, Nov. 30, 
all at Rakestraw Books, 409 Railroad 
Ave., Danville. Most events required 
reservations, call 837-7337. 

Clubs
‘How I Became My Own Fairy 
Godmother’ E2S will host author 
Lorena Bathey who will talk about 
her book, “Happy Beginnings: How I 
Became My Own Fairy Godmother” 
on Tuesday, Nov. 20. Non-members 
are welcome. Cost is $5 per meeting. 
E-mail sue@hometownpr.com. 
Blackhawk Republican Women 
Federated This group will host a 
forum for the Republican candidates 
in the 15th Assembly District at 
5:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 15, at the 

Blackhawk Country Club, Danville. 
The five candidates that will speak are 
Scott Kamena, Judy Lloyd, Robert 
Rao, Joe Rubay and Abram Wilson. 
Cost is a $20 contribution; hors 
d’oeuvres and no host cocktails will 
be served. To make a reservation, call 
Marilyn at 828-2360. 
Danville Women’s Club This club 
will meet for a luncheon at noon, 
Thursday, Nov. 15, at 242 Linda 
Mesa, Danville. The luncheon will be 
followed by a talk on Outer Space 
Exploration by Margaret Race. Guests 
are welcome. For reservations, call 
837-7528. Danville Women’s Club, 
242 Linda Mesa, Danville. 
Exchange Club San Ramon 
Valley Scott Perkins, flight engineer 
at Lawrence Livermore Lab, is the 
featured speaker at the Exchange 
Club of San Ramon Valley’s luncheon 
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Wednesday, 
Nov. 14, at Faz Restaurant, 600 Hartz 
Ave., Danville. He will be talking about 
the Lab’s projects, as well as his 
own experiences as a flight engineer. 
Cost is $16. Call 275-2412 or e-mail 
coachstepper@yahoo.com. 
San Ramon Valley Republican 
Women Berekely College Republicans 
President, Ross Lingenfelder, will 
accept a $1,000 contribution from the 
San Ramon Valley Republican Women 
at their luncheon meeting at 11:30 
a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 27, at the Crow 
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver Lake 
Dr., Danville. Cost is $22. Call 837-
6253 or visit srvrwf.org. 
San Ramon Valley Rotary Club This 
club meets for dinner at 7 p.m., every 
Wednesday, at the Crow Canyon 
Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Drive, 
Danville. Guests are welcome. The 
club offers a great way to make new 
friends while making a difference in 
your community. Call Bill at 838-9110. 
SIR Monthly Luncheon Sons in 
Retirement will host a luncheon at 
10:45 a.m., Wednesday, Nov. 21, at 
San Ramon Golf Club, 9450 Firest 
Lane. The day will include a social 
hour, buffet lunch and a speaker of 
local interest. Cost is $20. Call 828-
5688 or visit www.128.sirbranch.com. 
Twin Valley Mothers of Twins Club 
This club provides support, informa-
tion and friendship for mothers of any 
number of multiples meeting every 
second Tuesday of every month, at 
John Knox Presbyterian Church, 7421 
Amarillo Rd., Dublin. R/T discussion 
begins at 6:30 p.m.; roundtable dis-
cussion is open to all current and pro-
spective members from 7:30-9 p.m., 
hosted by a twin mom member. Dads 
and babies welcome! Call 948-0004 
or visit www.tvmotc.com. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 75 
The organization meets at 7:30 p.m., 
every second Thursday of the month, 

at Danville Veteran’s Hall, 400 Hartz 
Ave., Danville. For information, call 
Post Commander Tony Carnemolla at 
932-4042 or visit www.vfw.org. 

Concerts
‘A Jubilant Holiday’ Danville 
Community Band presents “A 
Jubilant Holiday” concert at 3 
p.m., Sunday, Dec. 2, at East 
Bay Fellowship, 2615 Camino 
Tassajara, Danville. The concert will 
feature Victor Herbert’s “Babes in 
Toyland,” “Greensleeves,” “An Olde 
English Christmas,” “A Chanukah 
Celebration” and other Christmas 
songs. This event is free. Visit www.
danvilleband.org. 
‘Art of the Song’ Joshua Elder, is a 
member of the voice faculty at Santa 
Clara University and a leading bari-
tone with Bay Shore Lyric Opera and 
Livermore Valley Opera will perform 
at 5 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, at St. 
Timothy’s Church, 1550 Diablo Rd., 
Danville. St. Timothy’s concert-goers 
will remember him as the Bass soloist 
in last season’s “Coronation Mass” 
with Jubilate. General admission is 
$18, $12 for seniors and students. 

Events
Veteran’s Day Heroes Welcome 
Rally Operation Second Chance 
presents the Soldiers’ Second 
Chance Tour by hosting twelve seri-
ously wounded Iraq War veterans. 
Events include a welcome rally at 1 
p.m., Friday, Nov. 9, at Pier 33, San 
Francisco and a benefit concert that 
will feature rising country music sing-
ers and songwriters at the Goodguys 
Autumn Get-Together Saturday-
Sunday, Nov. 10-11, at the Alameda 
Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. Visit www.
operationsecondchance.org. 
Veteran’s Day Onboard the USS 
Hornet A special ceremony will fea-
ture guest speakers, USCG Captain 
Pamela Russell, Judy Yarian of Blue 
Star Moms, and USO Secretary 
Susan Shapira and Russ Donovan, 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 
11, at USS Hornet Aircraft Carrier, 
Pier 3, former Alameda Airstation. 
Cost is $6-14 or free admission for 
military veterans wearing their unit 
jackets. Call (510) 521-8448, ext. 228 
or visit www.uss-hornet.org. 
Veterans Day Communities of San 
Ramon Valley are invited to honor 
all of our military service veterans at 
10:45 a.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, at the 
Performing Art Center, San Ramon 
Valley High School, 501 Danville 
Blvd., Danville. Call 820-5747. 

Exhibits
‘Leaded’ “Leaded” curator, Elizabeth 
Schlatter, will discuss different 
approaches in making art at 10 a.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, at the Bedford 
Gallery. The “Leaded” exhibit will 
remain on view until Dec. 22. Call 295-
1418 or visit www.bedfordgallery.org. 
The First Families of Our Valley 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
presents “An Indian Life Exhibit: The 
First Families of Our Valley” until Nov. 
13, at the Museum of the San Ramon 
Valley, 205 Railroad Ave., Danville. 
Museum hours are 1-4 p.m., Tuesday-
Friday and 1-4 p.m., Saturday. Call 
837-3750 or visit www.museumsrv.org. 

Fundraisers
Artful Living Home Tour Junior 
League of Oakland-East Bay Inc. will 
host the 2007 Artful Living Home 
Tour from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday-
Saturday, Nov. 9-10, at four residenc-
es in Walnut Creek. Tickets are $40. 
Proceeds benefit the Junior League 
of Oakland-East Bay. Call 284-3740 
or visit www.jloeb.org. 
Bally Cares Bally Total Fitness is 
teaming up with the Food Bank of 
Contra Costa County during “Bally 
Cares” until Nov. 21. Members and 
guests can help donate at any Bally 
Total Fitness. Each donation partici-
pant will receive a free Bally Cares 
coupon book valued at over $75. Call 
838-4960, ext. 28 or visit www.bal-
lyfitness.com. 
Candy Cane Christmas Boutique 
Macedonian Outreach will host the 
Candy Cane Christmas Boutique from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10, at 
Creekside Community Church, 1350 
Danville Blvd., Alamo (across from 
the Alamo Women’s Club). Items will 
include hundreds of Christmas gift 
items, plus baked goods, gift baskets, 
jewelry, toys, linens, prizes, quilts, 
silent auction and a Greek luncheon. 
Lunch is $10. Proceeds will benefit the 
Children in the Balkans. Call Vula at 
837-7279 or Dee at 820-1432. 
Guatemalan Handcraft and 
Antique Sale Pan En La Boca will 
host a Guatemalan Handcraft and 
Antique Sale from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 10, at 955 Blemer 
Rd., Danville. Proceeds will benefit an 
orphanage, Safe Homes for Children, 

in Guatemala. Items that will be sold 
can be viewed at www.pan-en-la-
boca.org. For information, call Evelyn 
Candland at 855-9604. 
Hats Off America Run and Walk 
Come meet the Gold Star Arroyave 
family and Congressman Jerry 
McNerney at the nineth annual Hats 
Off America Run and Walk from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10, at 
Sycamore Valley Park, 2101 Holbrook 
Dr., Danville. Runners and volunteers 
will receive a red T-shirt and lunch 
donated by El Balazo Restaurant. 
Cost is $35 per person, but no fee 
for volunteers. Call 855-1950 or visit 
www.hatsoffamerica.us. 
One Warm Coat Golden Hills 
Brokers are collecting clean, reusable 
coats and jackets to give to those 
in need in Oakland until Nov. 15. 
Coats may be dropped off at Golden 
Hills Brokers, 3223 Crow Canyon 
Rd., Suite 110, San Ramon. The 
offices are open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Monday-Saturday. Call 216-4590. 
San Ramon Family Breakfast 
Enjoy a Sunday morning breakfast 
including pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
fruit, sausage, juice and coffee from 
9-11:30 a.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, at 
the San Ramon Senior Center, 9300 
Alcosta Blvd. Cost is $3.50 for adults, 
$2 for children. Proceeds benefit the 
San Ramon Senior Center programs 
and activities. 

Health
Flu Shot Clinic Sutter VNA and 
Hospice Public will host a flu shot clin-
ic from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
17, at Navlet’s Garden Center, 800 
Camino Ramon, Danville. Cost is $25 
each. The shots are for adults and 
children ages 9-13 (with a doctor’s 
note/prescription) and ages 14-18 
(with parental permission). Pneumonia 
shots will be available for $35 each. 
Proceeds will benefit local home and 
hospice care. Call (800) 500-2400 or 
visit www.suttervna.org. 
Yoga for Managing Chronic Pain 
Yoga can help in managing chronic 
pain. This workshop will help iden-
tify various types of pain from 10 
a.m.-noon, Saturday, Nov. 17, at the 
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt 
Ave., Walnut Creek. Discussion will 
be followed by a yoga practice. Call 
933-0107. 

W E E K E N D  P R E V I E W

Veteran’s Day 2007
The communities of the San Ramon Valley will honor military 

service veterans at 10:45 a.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, at the Performing 
Art Center at San Ramon Valley High School, 501 Danville Blvd., 
Danville. Also, a Museum of Military Memorabilia is on display 
at the Veterans Hall, 400 Hartz Ave., from 1-4 p.m., Friday, Nov. 
9; 10:45 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday; and 10:45 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday. In 
observance of the holiday, schools and Town of Danville offices 
will be closed Monday, Nov. 12.
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C A L E N D A R

Holiday
8th Annual Animal Lover’s 
Boutique Feline Medical Center will 
turn its lobby into the 8th Animal 
Lover’s Boutique, from 9 a.m.-9 
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10, at Feline 
Medical Center, 3160 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. Proceeds will benefit the 
Valley Humane Society’s Just Like 
New Fund. Call 846-2512. 
Do It Yourself ‘Christmas Carol’ by 
Charles Dickens Recapture the time 
when fun didn’t require batteries by 
enjoying a fun-filled, hands-on work-
shop how-to-do-it-yourself “Christmas 
Carol” from 2-3 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
17, at the Danville Library, 400 Front 
St. This is event is free. Call 735-9270. 
Operation Christmas Child Bay 
Area residents will be able to drop 
off shoe boxes filled with toys, 
school supplies and personal items 
for Operation Christmas Child from 
Nov. 12-19, at Creekside Community 
Church, 1350 Danville Blvd., Alamo. 
Call (800) 383-1459 or visit www.
samaritanspurse.org. 
Thanksgiving Day Invitation 
Christian Science will host special 
Thanksgiving church service at 10 
a.m., Thursday, Nov. 22, at First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, 650 
Danville Blvd., Danville. Individuals 
and families are welcome; childcare is 
provided for infants and small children. 
Call 837-1081. 

Kids and Teens
Children’s Storytimes Danville 
Library hosts storytimes for children of 
all ages until Nov. 14. Mother Goose 
Time for children ages from birth to 
24 months is at 10:15 a.m., Mondays 
and Tuesdays; Toddler Storytime is 
for children ages 25 months to 3 
years old at 11:15 a.m., Mondays and 
Tuesdays and Preschool Storytime 
is for children 3-5 years old at 10:15 
a.m., Wednesdays, at the Danville 
Library, Mt. Diablo Room, 400 Front 
St. Call 837-4889. 
Dana Smith and His Performing 
Dog Lacey Danville Library will host 
Dana Smith and his Performing Dog 
Lacey at 4 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 13, 
at the Danville Library, 400 Front St. 
Come and hear Lacey “sing.” This 
event is free and suitable for all ages. 
Call 837-4889. 
Henna Art for Teens Friends of the 
Danville Library will host Darci Vasudev 
for a night of henna art including its 
history and culture at 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
Nov. 13, at Danville Library, Mt. Diablo 
Room, 400 Front St. This event is 
free, but registration is required. Call 
837-4889. 

Lectures/
Workshops
African Drumming Circle 
Drumming has been shown to boost 
immune system functions and metab-
olism. Join Patricia Frame and experi-
ence this fun way to get “good vibra-
tions” from 4:30-5:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 15, at the Welness Community, 
3276 McNutt Ave., Walnut Creek. 
Call 933-0107. 
Compassion, Hope, and Healing 
For Those Affected By Cancer Lori 
Hope, a cancer survivor and author 
of “Help Me Live: 20 Things People 
with Cancer Want You to Know,” will 
conduct a workshop from 9:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., Friday, Nov. 16, at San Damiano 
Retreat, 710 Highland Dr., Danville. 
Cost is $95 for CEU, $70 without 
CEU. Call 837-9141, ext. 306. 
Intimacy and Romance This 
workshop will present ways to bring 
romance and intimacy back into a 
relationship during cancer diagnosis 
and treatment from 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Nov. 27, at the Wellness 
Community, 3276 McNutt Ave., 
Walnut Creek. Call 933-0107. 
Project Censored 2008, with Peter 
Phillips Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice 
Center will host journalism professor 
Peter Phillips and his student assis-
tants, who will talk about “Project 

Censored 2008” from 7-9 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 28, at Mt. Diablo 
Peace and Justice Center, 55 Eckley 
Lane, Walnut Creek. Cost is a sug-
gested donation of $10-20. Call 933-
7850 or visit www.mtdpc.org. 

Live Music
Jazz at Peace Peace Lutheran 
Church will host their Jazz at Peace 
series featuring the Dave Rocha 
Quintet at 5 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, at 
Peace Lutheran Church, 3201 Camino 
Tassajara, Danville. This event is free. 
Call 648-7000 or visit www.peacejour-
ney.org. 

Miscellaneous
Adopt a New Best Friend Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue (TVAR) offers won-
derful animals for adoption every 
Saturday and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays. On Saturdays, from 9:30 
a.m.-1 p.m., dogs and cats are avail-
able. For dates and times and other 
information, call TVAR at 803-7043 or 
visit its Web site at www.tvar.org. 
Free Computer Instruction The 
Danville Library is offering free 
computer instruction on Word, 
Excel, Powerpoint or the Internet 
by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, visit the Danville Library 
Information Desk or call 837-4889 
One Warm Coat San Ramon Valley 
Rotary Club is hosting its 12th 
anniversary of One Warm Coat 
until Dec. 15. They are collecting 
coats, sweaters and blankets for 
men, women, children and infants in 
clean and good condition. Drop-off 
points include: Diablo Lodge, 950 
Diablo Rd., Danville; Curves, 9500 
Crow Canyon Rd., Danville; Moda 
Mi, 140E Prospect Ave., Danville; 
Pascal’s French Oven, 155 Railroad 
Ave., Danville; ReMax Accord, 313 
Sycamore Valley Dr. W., Danville; 
Heritage Bank, 387 Diablo Rd., 
Danville and Oscar’s Jeweler, 15 
Alamo Square, Alamo. For informa-
tion, contact Elizabeth Forth at 820-
4077; Dany Gregory at 838-9110 or 
Mark at 552-9900. 
Recycle for Breast Cancer Recycle 
for Breast Cancer is open seven days 
a week accepting free dropoffs for 
computers, monitors, cell phones, 
laptops, servers and TVs, at 31 Beta 
Ct., Suite C, San Ramon. Call 735-
7203 or visit www.recycleforbreast-
cancer.org. 

On Stage
‘A Little Help From Our Friends’ 
Diablo Actors’ Ensemble presents “A 
Little Help From our Friends” which 
will feature American Musical Theatre 
classics from 7:30-10 p.m., Friday-
Saturday, Nov. 9-10 and Nov. 16-17, 
at Cue Productions, 1835 Colfax St., 
Concord. Tickets are $25. Call 482-
5110 or visit www.diabloactors.com. 
‘Beach Blanket Babylon’ Dougherty 
Valley Performing Arts Center will open 
with a customized performance of 
“Beach Blanket Babylon” at 8:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 17, at Dougherty Valley 
High School, 10550 Albion Rd., San 
Ramon. Call 973-3350 or visit www.
sanramonperformingarts.com. 
‘Defiance’ Set on a US Marine 
Corps base in North Carolina in 
1971, two officers, one white and 
one black, are on a collision course 
over race, women, and the high cost 
of doing the right thing. The play 
runs Sundays and Thursdays, until 
Nov. 25, at Playhouse West, 1345 
Locust St., Walnut Creek. Tickets are 
$26-30. Call 942-0300 or visit www.
playhousewest.org. 
‘Guys and Dolls’ Danville Children’s 
Musical Theater presents “Guys and 
Dolls” at 7:30 p.m., Friday-Saturday, 
and at 2 p.m., Saturday, Nov 9-17, 
at the Village Theatre, 233 Front St., 
Danville. Tickets are $7.50-$9.50; 
order tickets by e-mailing vtboxoffice@
ci.danville.ca.us or call 314-3463. 
‘Wigged Out!’ Hair on Stage (former-
ly Victoria’s Hair on Stage) presents 
“Wigged Out!” playing Nov. 10-June 

21, at Hair on Stage, 520 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd., Danville. The box office is 
open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-
Saturday. Call 855-SHOW (855-7469) 
or visit www.wiggedout.org. 
The Mousetrap Center REPertory 
Company presents “The Mousetrap” 
with different showtimes until Nov. 
17, at Center REPertory Company, 
1601 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. Tickets 
are $15-40. Call 943-7469 or visit 
www.dlrca.org. 

Political 
Notes
What’s Happening in Israel and 
Palestine? Mt. Diablo Peace and 
Justice Center will sponsor a multi-
media presentation by Lorin Peters 
on his experiences as a peacemaker 
in the Middle East from 7-9 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, at Mt. Diablo 
Peace and Justice Center, 55 Eckley 
Lane, Walnut Creek. This event is 
free, but donations are accepted. Call 
933-7850 or visit www.mtdpc.org. 

Recreation
Wright Canyon Hike A Save Mount 
Diablo board member, will host the 
Wright Canyon Hike starting at 10 
a.m., Saturday, Nov. 17, meeting at 
the Clayton Library, 6125 Clayton 
Rd. This hike is two miles; heavy rain 
cancels. Call 933-9402. 

Spiritual
Living a Jewish Life in the Tri-
Valley Hadassah Shalom Chapter 
presents an evening with special 
guest Fruma Resnick who talk about 
“Living a Jewish Life in the Tri-Valley” 
from 7-9 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 15, 
at Beth Chaim Congregation, 1800 
Holbrook Dr., Danville. Call 968-9240. 

Support Groups
American Chronic Pain 
Association The ACPA group meets 
from 11a.m.-1 p.m. every second 
and fourth Monday at the Community 
Presbyterian Church Library at 222 
W. El Pintado Rd., Danville. 
Bipolar Support Group The Tri-
Valley Support Group provides free 
peer support for people with mood 
disorders. It meets from 7:15-8:45 
p.m., every Wednesday, at St. Clare’s 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton. Call 560-0842 
Blue Star Moms California Blue 
Star Moms is a support group for 
families of members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. It meets at 7 p.m., the 
second Wednesday of the month, at 
the Danville Veterans Hall, 400 Hartz 
Ave. Call Peggy at 866-7035 or Patty 
at 838-9096 or visit www.bluestar-
moms.org. 
Celebrate Recovery Celebrate 
Recovery is a forward-looking and 
balanced Christ-centered recovery 
program for people with hurts, habits 
and hang-ups. The group meets at 
6:30 p.m. for dinner and the program 
starts at 7 p.m., every Friday, at 
East Bay Fellowship, 2615 Camino 
Tassajara, Danville. Childcare avail-
able for ages 5-11. Call 736-5100, 
e-mail celebraterecovery@eastbayfel-
lowship.org or visit www.eastbayfel-
lowship.org. 
ClutterLess Self Help Group Is 
clutter stressing you out? Cluttering 
is a psychological issue, not just 
an organizing issue. Join the group 
at their meeting from 7-8:30 p.m., 
Mondays, at Pleasanton Presbyterian 
Church, 4300 Mirador Dr. Optional 
$2-5 donation. Call 297-9246 or visit 
www.clutterless.org. 
Newly Formed Proactive Group 
for Women Support Group for 
FIBRO, CFF and Chronic Pain 
meets 12:30-2:30 p.m., every other 
Wednesday. Call 234-5621 or e-mail 
dsashby@msn.com. 

Tri-Valley Parkinson’s Support 
Group This group provides peer 
support for those affected by 
Parkinson’s Disease and for their 
caregivers, families and friends. The 
group meets from 10 a.m.-noon, the 
second Saturday of each month, at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Call Norman at 831-9940 
or Jackie at 244-1231. 

Volunteering
Contra Costa Academy of Fine Art 
Volunteers are needed with secretarial 
skills for the Contra Costa Academy 
of Fine Art. For information, call Beth 
Batchelor at 837-5654 or Nana Dicta 
Graves at 777-1717. 
Friends of Discovery Discovery 
Counseling Center has received more 
than $5 million, thanks to Friends of 
Discovery. The organization is looking 
for volunteers who can commit eight 
hours per month in the Thrift Station, 
486 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville. 
Call Le Anne, 837-7998. 
Handbell Choir Seeks Ringers The 
Agape Ringers are seeking teens and 
adults with musical backgrounds to 
rehearse from 7-9 p.m., Thursdays, 
in Danville. For information, call 
Margaret at 837-6371. 
Help Your Senior Neighbors A lot 
of Danville seniors need rides to their 
appointments, stores or to special 
events. The Seniors’ Club at Veterans 
Memorial Hall is looking for volunteers 
to provide rides on an “as-needed 
basis” on one or more Mondays a 
month. Call Jenn Overmoe at 314-
3476 for more information. 
Peace Corps Danville Library 
will host a information session on 
how to become a volunteer in the 
Peace Corps service from 7-8:30 
p.m., Thursday, Nov. 15, at Danville 
Library, Mt. Diablo Room, 400 Front 
St. Call 837-4889 or visit www.
peacecorps.gov. 
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 Alana Callagy was living in a 12-by-12-foot shack in the rural 
villages of Paraguay, playing cards with local children to learn 
the language, when she discovered her own use of the word 
tended to prompt equal amounts of giggles and confusion.
 The word was “Jaryi.” And learning it was just one tiny 
nugget of knowledge—among countless—the Peace Corps 
volunteer took home with her after two years immersed in 
the culture.
 “I knew I would be out doing manual labor but that’s not the 
hard thing. It’s the social stuff,” Callagy explained. She now 
knows three languages. And a whole lot more about life.
 The 27-year-old, who graduated from San Ramon Valley 
High School, pumped her own well water and helped grow and 
sustain crops. She lived with families in a village of 50 houses, 
located 28 kilometers away from the nearest paved road. 
 The simple life was good for her, she said.
 “You don’t need much,” she explained, remembering day-
to-day living in a developing country.
 “Everything is grown right there in the garden. That chick-
en running around the yard was going to be lunch in a couple 
hours,” she said.
 Like the majority of Peace Corps volunteers, Callagy 
signed up in her 20s.
 But, these days, the organization is after the older folks. 
 There’s a misconception you have to be young and freshly out 
of college, says Peace Corps spokesman Nathan Hale Sargent.
 “We’re actively trying to grow our baby boomers and 
seniors,” he said. “I think you have people who came of age 
in the ’60s and wanted to do it then but had family commit-
ments and are excited to learn they can join now.”
 That’s one reason Peace Corps is holding an information 

session at the Danville Library on Nov. 15—to inform the 
50-plus demographic about options for older adults. 
 The Peace Corps is a federal organization that sends volun-
teers abroad for 27 months to help developing countries and 
to encourage peace. Volunteers work on issues like health 
education, environmental preservation and technology.
 The average age for a volunteer is 27 and the oldest in the 
area was an 81-year-old Berkeley woman.
 At the Danville info session, topics will include language 
learning—an issue Sargent says the 50-plus group tends to be 
more apprehensive about. Info will also be given on Social 
Security benefits, and a question-and-answer period will 
address specific inquiries from people of all ages.
 A lot of the time, older adults are looking for a career tran-
sition, have just retired, or are in need of an adventure.
 Just ask Danville’s Mike Decorte, 57, who explained his draw 
to the Peace Corps via e-mail from Albania where he is serving. 
 He remembers the allure of adventure tugging at him while 
his outwardly pleasant life as a sales representative was 
becoming increasingly less satisfying.
 “I wanted a change,” he explained. “I wanted to do some-
thing that would put me in a position to do something mean-

ingful in this world. And to be fair, I felt I deserved at least 
one more adventure in this life.” 
 Now he’s creating a committee to engage people in proj-
ects that better the quality of life in Peshkopi, on the north-
eastern Albania, near Kosove. 
 And being over 50 has its benefits, he said.
 “As a white-haired middle-aged man I am respected in the 
society. Meeting the mostly younger volunteers has been very 
refreshing for me,” he said.
 A typical day for him includes drinking coffee and social-
izing with neighbors, learning the language, and working on 
projects that give locals a voice with a national government 
that has a 40-year communist history.
 There is no central heating and the area loses power mid-
day, just one of the adjustments he’s had to make.
 “I can survive quite easily without things that before I consid-
ered to be indispensable. Things that I had access to, like hot, 
fresh water and electricity, were available because America has 
been so lucky ... I think these things lose their value until you 
find out what it is like to not have them,” he said.
 The organization’s motto is, “Peace Corps. The toughest 
job you’ll ever love.” 
 It began in 1960 after Sen. John F. Kennedy challenged 
students at the University of Michigan to work toward peace 
by helping developing countries. Within two months of 
becoming president in 1960, he issued an executive order 
establishing the Peace Corps, and since then 190,000 volun-
teers have worked in 139 countries world-wide.
 Volunteers must be 18 years old, in good health and able 
to make a 27-month commitment. They should possess a 
desire to help people and a sense of adventure. As the Web 
site states, “It takes determination, flexibility, patience and a 
sense of humor.”
 “It hasn’t always been fun, but it has always been worth it,” 
Decorte said.
 The Danville event will be held from 7-8:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 15, at the Mt. Diablo Meeting Room in the Danville 
Public Library on Front Street. For more information, call 
1-800-424-8580 or visit www.peacecorps.gov. ■

‘Toughest job‘Toughest job  
you’ll ever love.’

The Peace Corps comes The Peace Corps comes 
recruiting in Danvillerecruiting in Danville

by Natalie O’Neill

In Paraguay, there’s a slang word 

kids use for “cool” that also means 

“grandma.” 

Peace Corps volunteer Alana Callagy holds up a picture of a carrot while playing an environmental education game with grade school students in a small village in Paraguay.

Along with an older neighbor, Alana Callagy helps prepare 2-year-old 
lemon plants for citrus grafting, a process that helps the fruit grow faster.

COURTESY OF ALANA CALLAGY

COURTESY OF ALANA CALLAGY
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Let’s talk turkey

M y American Heritage 
Dictionary defines “pure” 
in part as “free from adul-

terants or impurities”; “fun” as 
“enjoyment, pleasure, or amuse-
ment”; and “wine” as “the ferment-
ed juice of grapes.” For me, J. Lohr 
Estates’ Valdiguié nicely defines 
“purely fun wine.” Don’t ponder 
this red too much, just drink it!
 Several factors combine to cre-
ate this glassful of unadulterated 
amusement:
 First, the colors are beautiful 
and striking. Transparent ruby and 
garnet tones along with a bright 
purple outer rim really jump from 
the stemware.
 Second, the aromas. The ol’ sch-
nozzola (salutes to Jimmy Durante 
and M*A*S*H’s Sgt. Maxwell Q. 
Klinger) is bombarded with abundant 
layers of plum, violet, strawberry, 
boysenberry and rose. Fifteen percent 
of the juice was fermented using a 
technique perfected in the Beaujolais 
region of France called carbonic 
maceration. This unique fermentation 
process results in additional aromas 
of banana, bubblegum and every-
one’s guilty pleasure at the Alameda 
County Fair—cotton candy.
 Jeff Meier, J. Lohr’s vice presi-
dent of Winemaking, vinified this 
wine employing no wood at all, 100 
percent stainless steel. Don’t despair. 
Wines produced in this fruity style 
are satisfying and worth the money.
 Third, the palate. In short, you’ll 
experience a tidal wave of soft fruit. 
Super ripe blueberry, plum, straw-
berry, cherry and watermelon flavors 
take center stage. It’s medium bod-
ied, mildly tannic, plenty acidic, and 
really easy-drinking. We’re talking 
charming, interesting yet uncompli-
cated, luscious adult grape juice here 
which is enjoyable all year long.
 Lastly, the pedigree of Jerry 
Lohr’s estate grown fruit. Besides 
the 30-acre “Wildflower” block 

dedicated to Valdiguié, the remain-
ing 874 acres of Arroyo Seco vine-
yard produces Chardonnay, Pinot 
Blanc and White Riesling.
 Valdiguié, once mistaken in 
California vineyards as Gamay Noir 
or Napa Gamay, originated in south-
ern France’s Languedoc-Roussillon 
region. Picture yourself sitting out-
side a neighborhood bistro near 
Montpellier, a perfect Mediterranean 
sun warming your face, and order-
ing a carafe of “house” red wine to 
accompany your meal. It would likely 
be similar in style to this Valdiguié.
 Once praised and coveted in the 
19th century, vineyards planted to 
this highly productive and sturdy 
grape are nearly extinct today. In 
fact, many wine encyclopedias fail 
to provide a specific reference. 
Shame, shame!
 All right, what should one eat 
with “Wildflower”? Two words dur-
ing this time of year: Thanksgiving 
dinner. Experiment with this vari-
etal after the aromatic white wines 
have made their way around the 
table and before the big Central 
Coast Pinot Noirs or red burgun-
dies are uncorked. Should you 
wish, the wine can also be served 
slightly chilled with the turkey and 
trimmings. A sip of Valdiguié after 
a spoonful of sweet and tart, home-
made cranberry sauce is magical.
 Happy holidays to all, have fun 
and let your palate be the judge. 
Please pass that cranberry sauce ...

Have comments or questions 
about wine? Gregory Peebles, wine 
industry professional and East Bay 

resident, can be contacted at 
caledoniawine@sbcglobal.net.

2006 J. Lohr Estates
“Wildflower” Valdiguié
(Arroyo Seco Vineyard, Monterey)
(Dreager’s Market—Blackhawk, 
$10.99)

The Pet Vet says...
B Y  D R .  H E I D I  S T R A N D

Q. I have a small, 2-year-old female 
Chihuahua. She has had a small 
bald spot on her back leg for several 
months. I’ve taken her to a vet and 
was told it was an allergy. She was 
given prednisone and children’s 
Benedryl. Is there anything to put 
on the spot to make the hair grow?
A. The treatment depends on 
whether your dog continues to lick 
at the spot. If she will not leave it 
alone, you need to treat the cause 
of the allergy first, and then pre-
vent her from licking it. You can 
treat the spot with over-the-counter 
hydrocortisone or Benadryl cream 
as long as you distract her from 
licking after you put it on, such as 
by going for a walk.
 If she can’t stop licking, she 
may need an Elizabethan collar 
(an “e-collar”) to prevent her from 

reaching the spot. These can be 
purchased at a pet supply store.
 If she is no longer bothering the 
spot but the hair is not growing 
back, it is possible that because 
of scar tissue the hair will not 
re-grow. A skin supplement such 
as Lipiderm may be helpful in 
encouraging hair growth, and can 
also help with skin health. 
Q. I have a 5-1/2-year-old cat and 
he always seems to have a pink 
or red eye that accumulates junk. 
What should I do for him? I have 
taken him to the vet and was told 
that this is normal and nothing to 
worry about, but sometimes I catch 
my cat rubbing his eyes.
A. While a little bit of eye discharge 
can be normal, persistent redness 
and irritation can be signs of either 
allergy or infection. Both of these 

conditions are treatable. Even her-
pesvirus infection, which can never 
really be completely eliminated, 
can be managed to make the cat 
much more comfortable.
 If you take your cat in while the 
eye is “flaring up” the veterinarian 
will be better able to evaluate the 
problem. If you still are not satis-
fied, you may want to try getting 
a second opinion, possibly from a 
veterinary ophthalmologist.

Dr. Heidi Strand is a veterinar-
ian for the East Bay SPCA in 

Dublin. She has lived in the Tri-
Valley for 10 years with her family 

and an assortment of four-legged 
friends. Questions can be mailed 

to 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville 94526; or e-mailed to 
hstrand@eastbayspca.org. Her 
column runs every other week.

Treating bald spots on dogs

Ensuring Excellent Care for Our Nation’s Veterans! 

Ozella “Zell” Aikers
Yeoman 3rd Class
US Coast Guard Reserve

Ozella “Zell” Aikers
Yeoman 3rd Class
US Coast Guard Reserve

Veterans Day is November 11, a special day to honor our brave men 
and women who have made many sacrifices by dedicating their 
lives to peace and the defense of freedom! If you know a veteran 
who is in need of the special care Hope Hospice provides, help them 
learn more about quality care at the end of life.

The Wine Guy
B Y  G R E G O R Y  P E E B L E S

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

    Moulding Combinations

LUMBER & HARDWARE 

680
580

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

C L O S E D  S U N D A Y S

     #1
 In Selection

Greek Revival

‘...He knows how to make his case with carefully-reasoned storytelling 
and plaintive questions...’

TownSquare ForumTownSquare Forum
READ MORE/COMMENTREAD MORE/COMMENT ➚➚
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Presenting the Past
B Y  B E V E R L Y  L A N E

T he Gold Rush and gold fever 
transformed California in two 
short years. And the Harlans 

were there at the start. Joel Harlan, 
one of the San Ramon Valley’s early 
settlers, learned about the discovery 
of gold from his good friends, the 
Wimmers, who were in Coloma 
when gold was found Jan. 24, 1848.
 In April 1848, Joel and his cous-
in, Jacob Harlan, were running a 
livery business in San Francisco 
when they received a letter from 
their “Uncle Peter” Wimmer. He 
told them about the placer gold 
discovery and urged them to come 
to Coloma to mine immediately.
 In his book “California 1846-
1888,” Jacob wrote, “It upset all my 
business plans. I caught gold fever 
at once, and notified my wife and 
my partner Joel that it was time to 
give up livery stable keeping and 
go to the mines.”
 The Harlans were among the first 
to hear directly of the discovery, 
because Sutter was trying to keep 
it quiet. The news was printed first 
in The Californian on March 15, 
1848. The newspaper article read 
“Gold Mine Found. In the newly 
made raceway of the Saw Mill 
recently erected by Captain Sutter, 
on the American Fork, gold has 
been found in considerable quanti-
ties.” This announcement did not 
elicit much attention at the time.
 In May, however, a dramatic 
action by young Mormon Sam 
Brannan really set off the Gold Rush 
frenzy. He was an energetic entre-
preneur with a store in New Helvetia 
(Sacramento). After being paid in 
gold by talkative local miners, he 
became convinced that the gold dis-
coveries were legitimate and took 
steps to make money from the find.
 He stocked his store with all the 
merchandise he could get, went to 
San Francisco on May 12, 1848, 
and waved a bottle of gold dust in 
his hand, yelling, “Gold! Gold from 
the American River!” Many histori-
ans mark the real beginnings of the 
California Gold Rush from that day.
 That spring, Joel and Jake and 

their young wives left the livery busi-
ness in San Francisco to set up a store 
in Coloma. According to Jacob, Joel 
put their horses to pasture at Squire 
Elam Brown’s (in Lafayette) while 
he got a stock of goods “suitable for 
a store or trading post at the mines. 
Joel was a doubting Thomas and did 
not understand how we were going 
to start a store with five hundred dol-
lars, which was our capital.”
 William Leidesdorff, a promi-
nent landowner and civic leader in 
San Francisco, was a friend of the 
Harlans and agreed to advance them 
the money. Jacob said, “My pur-
chases that day amounted to $4,500, 
for all of which Leidesdorff made 
himself responsible.” Harlan bought 
the things miners would need: gro-
ceries, flour, beans, liquors, dry 
goods, shoes, tools, shovels, picks, 
tin pans, kettles and ammunition.
 They took Capt. John Sutter’s 
launch up the Sacramento River and 
hired two ox teams in Sacramento 
to get to Coloma. Jake turned down 
an opportunity to be a partner with 
Sam Brannan, “being already in 
partnership with Joel.”
 Their Uncle Peter, still working on 
the sawmill, put them up in Coloma 
until they built a cabin. They found 

the miners would pay whatever “we 
demanded for our goods”: flour cost 
$1 a pound, coffee $1.50.
 Jake made money selling color-
ful cloth with holes cut out as sara-
pes to the Indians. Jake said, “They 
had much fine gold which they 
carried in vulture or goose quills.” 
They loved the sarapes and were 
not stingy. In one day, two bolts of 
fabric brought $1,200.
 The Harlans weren’t the only 
Californians to take off for the 
mines in 1848. Writers tell about 
the deserted streets and unfinished 
jobs in San Francisco, San Jose and 
Monterey. One young man wrote, 
“My own business of surveying, 
like all others, was knocked in the 
head last spring, and I was left to 
suck my thumbs for a livelihood or 
go with the multitude.”
 Gold fever spread from California 
to the world as forty-niners arrived 
from Mexico, Europe and China. 

Sources: Jacob Harlan’s 
“California 1846-1848,” J.P. 
Munro-Fraser’s “History of 

Contra Costa County, 1882.”
Beverly Lane is curator of the Museum 
of the San Ramon Valley and co-author 

of “San Ramon Valley: Alamo, Danville, 
and San Ramon.”

Gold and the Harlans (part 2)

The Harlan house and land are shown 1879 lithograph. The house was restored in the 
1930s by Harlan descendants, the Geldermanns.

“SAN RAM
ON VALLEY: ALAM

O, DANVILLE, AND SAN RAM
ON” 

    ENR ICH YOUR L I FE .
SERVE  YOUR COMMUNITY.

TEACH AND LEAD.

Saint Mary’s College of California can prepare you for a 
rewarding “second career” as a classroom teacher. Put your life 
experience to work where it can make a bigger impact than you 
ever imagined: a classroom.

TO LEARN MORE:  
call 925 631 4700 or  

email soereq@stmarys-ca.edu

NOW ACCEPTING  
APPLICATONS

 

 
 

Montessori

Leadership

…INTO THE JEWELRY YOU HAVE 
ALWAYS DREAMED OF!

181 Market Place
San Ramon

925-830-9130

OUR DESIGNERS WILL TURN YOUR OLD 
JEWELRY PIECES...

1600 #B Contra Costa Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

925-685-2943

www.jewelsmiths.com



Rotary Clubs hand 
out dictionaries
 This fall, more than 1,900 third-
graders in the San Ramon Valley 
are receiving their own brand new 
dictionaries, thanks to an effort 
led by the San Ramon Rotary Club 
and including the Rotary Club of 
Danville, the Danville-Sycamore 
Rotary, the Rotary Club of San 
Ramon Valley and Alamo Rotary. 
Rotarians raise the money for the 
dictionaries and distribute them 
to children in each of the third-
grade classes in the San Ramon 
Valley Unified School District, 
at St. Isidore’s School and at 
the San Ramon Valley Christian 
Academy.
 “Even in this age of video 
games, the children are so happy 
to receive their very own dic-
tionary and many of them can’t 

wait to start looking up words 
that they don’t know,” said Gabe 
Allende, head of the project for 
Danville Rotary. “We have stu-

dents who are now in high school 
who come back to us and tell us 
how much the dictionaries meant 
to them.”
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Tired of Overcrowded Gyms?
We Offer an Exclusive One-on-One  

Personal Training Facility

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director
  NSCA Certified Strength and  

Conditioning Specialist
 B.A. Degree from Harvard University
 ACE Certified Personal Trainer

3120-D Crow Canyon Road
HealthandFitnessPlus.net

925-867-3488

• STRENGTH & POWER DEVELOPMENT
• LIFESTYLE & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
• BOXING FITNESS WORKOUTS
• CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS
• SPORT-SPECIFIC TRAINING
• PERSONAL DEFENSE TRAINING

O F  N O T E

Supporting other 
kids’ soccer
 Mustang Flash U13 boys soc-
cer team recently completed a 
successful uniform and soccer 
cleats collection drive for chil-
dren in Mexico. The team col-
lected over 450 uniform items, 98 
pairs of soccer cleats and 55 pairs 
of shin guards.
 The team is sending the items 
to Toluca, Mexico, where they 
will be distributed to needy chil-
dren in that area. The collec-
tion drive was done in several 
Danville middle schools, and also 
on several soccer Danville soc-
cer fields over the recent weeks. 
The Flash team also prepared 
letters in Spanish to be sent along 
with the uniforms, wishing the 
Mexican children good luck with 
their soccer victories.

Elegant and Relaxing

Personalized Professional  

Nail Care

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . .  (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . .  (925) 838-6300
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd . . . . . . . .  (925) 680 8600
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . .  (925) 938-2500

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Walnut Creek locationN O W  S H O W I N GA movie review of what’s
by Jeanne Aufmuth

Into the Wild 
 

Rating: R for language, nudity and mature themes.
Run Time: 2 hours, 27 minutes.

 Sean Penn steps behind the camera to craft one 
of the most powerful films of the year—say hello to 
Oscar. 
 With tremendous skill and imagination, Penn 
unspools a great American tragedy, the true 
story of 22-year-old establishment dropout Chris 
McCandless (Emile Hirsch).
 McCandless was freshly graduated from Emory 
University with a promising future at Harvard Law 
when he ditched his privileged lifestyle in favor of an 
unforeseen odyssey into the wild.
 His goal was complete emancipation from a 
false sense of security, from the very essence of 
things that cut him off from a true—and ostensibly 
meaningful—existence. 
 McCandless cashed in his college fund and 
abruptly donated all $24,000 to Oxfam. Thus the 
ties were cut, from his judgmental parents (William 
Hurt and Marcia Gay Harden) and his sister/partner-
in-crime, Carine (Jena Malone). McCandless hit the 
road with a vengeance; his car was found aban-
doned in the Arizona desert and his parents notified 
law enforcement, to no avail. 
 The simple beauties of the country were too 
good to pass up, but there was inner splendor to 
discover as well. McCandless’ coiled disillusionment 

was a weighty travel companion, 
its layers shed along with his 
worldly possessions. The print-
ed stylings of Tolstoy, London 
and Thoreau fed the mind while 
a bevy of bohemian travelers 
(Catherine Keener, Vince Vaughn 
and Hal Holbrook in fine perfor-
mances) served as a social life. 
 From the mean streets of Los Angeles and the 
Southwestern deserts to the wheat fields of South 
Dakota and beyond, McCandless ultimately found 
himself exactly where he wanted to be: completely 
off the grid in the isolated wilderness of Alaska. 
 Penn’s touch is aggressive and self-assured, 
crafted with a clever intelligence. His screenplay, 
based on Jon Krakauer’s evocative novel, makes a 
subtle but sound case for McCandless’ desperate 
desire to reach the core of his being through new 
and fresh experiences. 
 Carine’s voice-over signals a pregnant family sad-
ness in direct contrast to McCandless’ burgeoning 
liberation. Eddie Vedder’s moody melodies reflect 
internal struggle and spiritual awakening. 
 Hirsch is nothing short of a revelation, his fervent 
commitment to the project both painful and pro-
found. The might of the film’s emotions is breath-
lessly hypnotic; I was fixed to my seat long after the 
lights came up. 

For more movie reviews or local show times, 
go to www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Danville Rotarian Gabe Allende hands out dictionaries to third-graders at Sycamore 
Valley Elementary School.

Flash collectors included (l-r) Nick Nesis, Mikey Friedler, Matt Turner, Jackson Meyer, 
Lucas Hasselfeld, Nico Quero, Matt Anderson, Austen Kangail, Grant Hawkins, Joe 
LaCommare and Kyle Schumann. Not pictured are Jordan Dascalo, Ben Panconi, 
Christian Pesqueira, Chris Swenson and Sean Tanaka.
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Natalie Bales Saylor

 Natalie Bales Saylor, 71, passed 
away unexpectedly and peacefully 
at home on Sept. 23.
 She was born Nov. 13, 1935, and 
was raised in the East Bay. She and 
her husband Leland raised their fam-
ily in Alamo and Danville, where she 
also worked with the Easter Seals 
Society, the Regional Center for the 
Arts, and was a founding member 
of the Diablo Cotillion. When their 
family was grown, they moved to 
San Francisco. She was legendary 
in social circles, but her role as wife, 
mother and grandmother gave her 
the greatest joy. 
 She is survived by husband Leland 
Saylor; brother Todd Bales; children 
Bradley Saylor, Natalie Saylor Savio 
and Jeffrey Saylor; and two grand-
children. A celebration of her life 
was held Oct. 6.

Major Howard Blaine 
Aines
 Major Howard Blaine Aines, a 
Danville resident, passed away Sept. 
26 in Alamo.
 He was born in Pasadena on July 
24, 1922. He attended Pasadena City 
College where he was a member 
of Alfa Gamma Sigma, and the 
California Scholarship Society. He 
enlisted in April 1942, and served in 
the Air Force in Europe, Normandy, 
North Korea, Rhineland, Ard-ennes, 
and Central Europe. Assigned to the 
410th Bomb Group, he was sent to 
England, then was assigned to the 
ninth Air Force. He flew 65 mis-
sions as a lead bombardier, naviga-
tor and radar observer. He accepted 
a Reserve discharge in November 

1947 and was recalled for service 
during the Korean War.
 Howard and Dorothy were mar-
ried 64 years and one month to the 
day. They met in Nashville, Tenn., 
and married six months later at the 
Post Chapel in Carlsbad, N.M. They 
lived in Crow Canyon Country Club 
since 1979.
 He was predeceased by his son 
Don Aines and is survived by 
his wife Dorothy and four chil-
dren, Debbie Toy of San Mateo, 
Howard Jr. of Fremont, Rod Aines 
of Brentwood, Gina Aomokhai of 
Seattle; 12 grandchildren and one 
granddaughter.
 A reception was held at the 
Methodist Church on Oct. 6. 
Contributions can be made to Cancer 
Research, Hospice or any animal 
shelter.

Kathleen ‘Kathi’ Olivieri

 Danville resident Kathleen “Kathi” 
Olivieri passed away Oct. 2.
 She worked 15 years at Levy’s 
Bagels before working at Macy’s for 
five years. She would often be found 
at Starbucks in San Ramon enjoying 
her daily coffee. She also enjoyed 
the casinos, was a sun worshipper 
and athletic, as well as a loving wife, 
mother, daughter, sister and friend.
 She is survived by Ronald Olivieri, 
her husband of 38 years; two daugh-
ters, Denae Olivieri and Jennifer 
Butler (Reid Butler); her mother, 
Connie Del Carlo; and brother, Ray 
Del Carlo (Jan Del Carlo). Memorial 
services were held Oct. 8 at St. 
Joan of Arc Church in San Ramon. 
Contributions may be made to Susan 
G. Komen for the Cure, 5005 LBJ 
Fwy., Suite 250, Dallas, TX 75244.

O B I T U A R I E SP O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

P O L I C E  L O G

Tuesday, Oct. 30
• Auto burglary on Rubicon Cir. at 

1:30 a.m. and 1:49 a.m.
• Vehicle traffic stop, arrest, on 

Camino Tassajara and Glasgow 
Dr. at 3:45 a.m.

• Auto burglary on Arthur Ct. at 7:25 
a.m.

• Petty theft from vehicle on 
Willowview Ct. at 7:43 a.m.

• Auto burglary on Willowmere Rd. at 
8:19 a.m.

• Accident, property damage, on El 
Pintado Rd. and La Gonda Way 
at 1:21 p.m.

• Accident, major injuries, on Diablo 
Rd. and southbound I-680 off 
ramp at 3:22 p.m.

• Petty theft, shoplift, arrest, on 
Fostoria Way at 5:07 p.m.

• Shooting into occupied dwelling at 
El Cerro Blvd. and southbound 
I-680 at 5:58 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Camino Ramon at 6:37 p.m.

• Drugs violation on Garden Creek Pl. 
at 7:04 p.m.

• Misdemeanor driving under the 
influence (DUI), arrest, on 
Greenbrook Dr. and Sycamore 

Valley Rd. at 9:42 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 31
• Accident, property damage, on 

Greenbrook Dr. and Sycamore 
Valley Rd. at 8:54 a.m.

• Identity theft on Glasgow Cir. at 
11:36 a.m.

• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 
Dunsmoor Ct. and Old Orchard 
Dr. at 1:59 p.m.

• Auto burglary on Dunhill Dr. at 3:32 
p.m.

• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 3400 
block of Camino Tassajara at 
3:50 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Camino Tassajara and Crow 
Canyon Rd. at 5:10 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Diablo Rd. and El Cerro Blvd. at 
6:22 p.m.

• DUI, arrest, on Camino Tassajara 
and Woodranch Dr. at 7:35 p.m.

• Petty theft, shoplift, on Fostoria Way 
at 7:53 p.m.

• Vandalism on Everett Dr. at 9:8 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 1
• Vehicle traffic stop, arrest, on Podva 

Rd. and San Ramon Valley Blvd. 
at 12:36 a.m.

• Computer data access fraud on 
Franciscan Dr. at 2:41 p.m.

• Grand theft on Morninghome Rd. at 
2:46 p.m.

• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on La 
Gonda Way at 3:21 p.m.

• Vandalism on Hill Meadow Pl. at 
3:32 p.m.

• Petty theft on Borel Ln. at 4:20 p.m.
• Vandalism on La Gonda Way at 4:26 

p.m.
• Identity theft on Rubicon Cir. at 7:21 

p.m.

Friday, Nov. 2
• Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 3400 

block of Camino Tassajara at 
9:44 a.m.

• Vandalism on Town and Country Dr. 
at 1:18 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on San 
Ramon Valley Blvd. at 3:25 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Camino Tassajara and Crow 
Canyon Rd. at 4:09 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 3
• Vehicle traffic stop, arrest, on El 

Cerro Blvd. and northbound 
I-680 at 2:48 a.m.

• Vandalism on El Pintado Heights Dr. 
at 9:15 a.m.

• Auto burglary on Danville Oak Pl. at 
12:16 p.m.

• DUI, arrest, on Front St. and Hartz 
Way at 7:04 p.m.

• Accident, property damage, on 
Diablo Rd. and Green Valley Rd. 
at 11:31 p.m.

The Danville Police Department made 
the following information available from 
its incident summary report:

Shoplifters nabbed at Costco

 Police caught two young adults allegedly shop-
lifting at Costco on Fostoria Way last week in 
Danville, said police Sgt. Troy Craig.
 Police cited a 19-year-old Moraga man and a 
19-year-old Orinda woman on charges of petty 
theft. The suspects are accused of taking six 
DVDs and denim jeans from Costco at 5 p.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 30. The store security officer saw 
the man put three DVDs in his pants, and woman 
put the other three DVDs and the jeans in her 

purse, according to reports.
 When they left Costco, the security officer con-
fronted them, Craig said. The suspects admitted to 
taking the items. Police arrived and cited them on 
charges of petty theft. They were then released.
 “Especially this time of season, the temptation 
is already out there for a quick take for thieves,” 
Craig said. “They need to realize that there are 
plenty of people watching them and it’s going to 
catch up to them.”

—Jordan M. Doronila

CALLAHAN

Tile & Stone

Open Mon-Fri 10:00-5:00 pm 
 Saturday 10-2 pm

Large Designer Showroom

925-463-6000

4811 Hopyard Rd, Pleasanton
(next to Chili’s)

Gail & Mike Callahan, Local Owners

Extensive selection of natural stone,  
tile and unique decorative accent tiles! 

Complimentary design service available  
in our showroom by appointment.

Thousands

All of these have serious disadvantages.

When you bought your home,  
you most likely made a big MISTAKE...

rsilverman@berding-weil.com
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  Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

Parent photographers 
Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com of the best action shot from 
your child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember to 
include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.

High school 
in action

Monte Vista girls volleyball team 
beats Amador Valley, 3-1, which 
was formerly undefeated.

CHRIS SCOTT/W
W

W
.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM

Monte Vista High School’s Sheena Chaudhuri plays doubles against 
San Ramon Valley High School at the girls tennis East Bay Athletic League 
championships last Thursday. The Mustang girls had an undefeated sea-
son. EBAL championships continued through Nov. 8, with North Coast 
Section taking place Nov. 8-12; NCS Singles/Doubles Championships are 
Nov. 15-17; and Nor-Cal Team Tennis Championships are Nov. 18-19. 

San Ramon Valley High junior Justin Gribble plays goalie for the 
Wolves as they beat Monte Vista, 15-3, to capture the EBAL boys title.

CHRIS SCOTT/W
W

W
.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM

 The N.O.B.S. first Ladies 
Invitational was held Oct. 26 at 
San Ramon Valley High School, a 
fun day for the tennis invitees who 
are rated 4.0-5.0. The event was 
divided into two flights with six 
teams in each flight.
 The Wimbledon Flight was won 
by Nancy Katz and Trish Robertson. 
Runners up were Christa Bakarich 
and Laurie Radanovich
 The U.S. Open Flight was won 
by Karen Presnell and Mindy 
Engberg. Runners up were Jill 
Beeman and Kal Peters
 The Round Robin Event con-
cluded with a lunch and awards 
ceremony at the Peasant and 
the Pear Restaurant in Danville. 
Sponsors for this year’s event were 
Wilson Rackets; Tennis, Trophies 

and Tee Time in Danville, owned 
by Frank and Linda Haswell; San 
Ramon Valley High School, and the 
Peasant and the Pear Restaurant.
 The event was such a huge suc-
cess that the group decided not to 
wait until next fall for the second 
annual event, but to plan a rematch 
in the spring with a blind draw. 
 “Since the level of tennis with 
all of the teams was so even and 
competitive, a blind draw will add 
a new twist to the fun-filled day,” 
said Bakarich, one of the organiz-
ers.
 Players included three tennis 
coaches—Bakarich, coach at The 
Athenian School; Sherri Scholl of 
San Ramon Valley High; and Patty 
Gross of Monte Vista. Tournament 
director was John Sutter. ■

680 water polo team 
to nationals

The 680 Drivers Boys eighth-
grade water polo team qualified first 
at the Pacific Zone Qualifier for 
the ’07 Speedo Cup hosted by the 
U.S. Water Polo Association, beat-
ing Stanford, Lamorinda and Marin 
to go a perfect 3 and 0 to earn the 
coveted invitation. On Nov. 8, the 
team traveled to Columbia, Mo., to 
compete in the ’07 Speedo Cup com-
prised of the top 12 teams 14-and-
under in the nation. Team mem-
bers are (front, l-r) Chris Swenson, 
Colin Chiapello, Tucker Angelo, Tyler 
Martin, Samuel Yorke, (top) Coach 
Mundy, John Speros, Justin Riele, 
Nicholas Pasichuke, Riley Kalbus, Justin Roberto, Nicholas Candau, John Keane.

Vipers strike ends 
in tie

Jordan Weil (in red) of the 
Mustang Soccer U-12 Boys 
White Plus Vipers, coached by 
Tim Morris, muscles the ball 
down field at Blackhawk against 
the Flames, coached by Tim 
Ballard, on Saturday, Oct. 27, at 
Blackhawk. The game ended in 
a 2-2 tie.

Ladies tennis on fire

Friday, Nov. 9

Football
San Ramon Valley vs. Monte Vista, 7 
p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 10

Cross Country
2 Mile TT at SRVHS Track

Water Polo
NCS Championships

Tuesday-Saturday, Nov. 13-17

Women’s Volleyball
NCS Tournament

P R E P  S C H E D U L E

JEFFREY S. W
EIL

CHRIS SCOTT/W
W

W
.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM



TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

Danville  Weekly

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
Become Dietary Manager

(average annual salary $40,374) 
in eight months in online program 

offered by the Tennessee Technology 
Center, Elizabethton. Details www.

TTCElizabethton.edu, 1-888-986-2368 
or email patricia.roark@ttcelizabethton.

edu. (Cal-SCAN)

Considering Adoption? 
We match Birthmothers with Families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. 
Toll Free 24/7 AbbyÂ´s One True Gift 
Adoptions 866-413-6293. (AAN CAN)

Considering Adoption? 
We match Birthmothers with Families 
nationwide. Living Expenses Paid. 
Toll Free 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions. 1-866-459-3369. (Cal-SCAN)

Writers Wanted 
The Academy for Alternative Journalism, 
established by papers like this one 
to promote diversity in the alterna-
tive press, seeks talented journal-
ists and students (college seniors 
and up) for a paid summer writing
program at Northwestern University’s 
Medill School of Journalism. The eight-week 
program (June 22 - August 17, 
2008) aims to recruit talented
candidates from diverse backgrounds 
and train them in alt-weekly style feature
writing. Ten participants will be cho-
sen and paid $3,000 plus housing and 
travel allowances. For information and 
an application visit http://aaj.aan.org. 
You may also email us at altacademy@
northwestern.edu. Applications must 
be postmarked by February 8, 2008. 
Northwestern University is an equal oppor-
tunity educator and employer. (AAN CAN)

Holiday Boutique

Holiday Home Boutique

HOLIDAY ON PARK HILL BOUTIQUE 
654 Park Hill Rd, Danville

Fri Nov 16 & Sat Nov 17, 10-5

INVITE SANTA TO YOUR PARTY!
Santa Visits at Home or any celebration! 

625-4254
www.ajentertainment.com

Live Comedy in The East Bay

Singles Party, East Bay 
Meet 500 Singles on 11/16. Mingle w/ 
more than 1000 on 12/31/07. Call 925-
937-4744 www.PGuild.com

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Danville Boot Camp for Women 
Discover YOUR Inner Athlete! Outdoor 
Exercise Class Women of all fitness lev-
els. 1hr/day, 3,4,5 day/wk. 457-4587 
ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Tutoring and Instruction
Geometry and Algebra

Call: Vicki 925-846-4241

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES

Try something new for Fall!  
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 
~ located in Danville ~

LEARN TO SING & PERFORM !
Voice Studio of Cherie Michael

Call 925-462-4419
for further information and to reserve 

your weekly lessons.

Piano Lessons 
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

$500 Police Impounds
Cars from $500! Tax Repos, US 

Marshal and IRS Sales! Cars, Trucks, 
SUV’s, Toyota’s, Honda’s, Chevy’s, 

more! For Listings call 1-800-298-4150 
xC107. (AAN CAN)

Donate Vehicle 
Running or not accepted! Free Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Noahs Arc - Support No 
Kill Shelters, Animal Rights, Research to 
Advance Veterinary Treatments, Cures. 
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research 

and Support! It’s Fast, Easy and Tax 
Deductible. Please Call Today 1-800-

252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Vehicle
MAX IRS TAX DEDUCTIONS. UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION. Free 
Mammograms, breast cancer info, & 
services. http://www.ubcf.info FREE 

towing, Fast, Any Condition Acceptable, 
24/7. 1-888-468-5964 (AAN CAN)

Audi 2004 ALLROAD
2004 Audi Allroad AWD Quattro 2.7T 
Wagon 43k Miles Warranty - $25999 

(650)704-4557

Subaru Outback 1997 4 door Station 
Wagon - $$ 5950 ob

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Pleasanton, 3835 Vineyard Avenue, 
Saturday, Nov. 10, 8-5 
Antiques, ect., everything must go.

Pleasanton, 4825 Muirwood Drive, 
Saturday,Nov 10,8-11

TOY SALE, Many different toys 
for sale,great condition. Also S/S 

Fridge,computer and much more. Many 
families TONS of great bargins. 

All has to go. 

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Coffee Mill, Pepper Mill & Spice - $89

Garantied Forged Grinder - $39

Hood’s Sarsaparilla bottle - $28

Olympic Pins - $3

Radio Flyer pumpercar - $100 OBO

230 Freebies
Kitty - to good home 
Beautiful, black/brown tortoise-shell 
medium-long hair female cat. She’s 5 
months old and is very friendly. Call 
925-846-9564

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Candles - $15

IKIEA ARMOIRE 
three doors, mirror on one, shelves and 
clothes rack

Kenmore Elect Dryer 925/846-4299 
- $40

Sectional Sofa - $200
Sewing Machine,Viking Designer 2 - 
$1,950
Signed Print - $7

Solid Oak Entertainment Center
86” x 56” x 25” w/ closeable 43” 

wide x 36” TV section. Side units w/
glass doors for all your A/V equip-
ment, & large drawers. Beautiful! 

$300 - (925) 249-0066

245 Miscellaneous
$8 Prescription Eyeglasses 
Custom made to your prescription, styl-
ish plastic or metal frame, Highindex, 
UV protection, antiscratch lens, case, 
lenscloth for only $8. Also available: 
Rimless, Titanium, ChildrenÂ´s, Bifocals, 
Progressives, Suntints, ARcoating, etc. 
http://ZENNIOPTICAL.COM (AAN CAN)
All Steel Buildings 
National Manufacturer. 40x60’ to 
100x250’. Factory direct to contrac-
tor or customer. 1-800-658-2885 www.
RigidBuilding.com (Cal-SCAN)
Sawmills 
From only $2,990 -Convert your Logs to 
Valuable Lumber with your own Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log skidders 
also available. www.NorwoodIndustries.
com -Free Information: 1-800-578-1363 
x500-A. (Cal-SCAN)
1/2” Drill Press - $100 obo
12 foot step ladder - $150.
Craftsman table saw - $100 obo
DECORATE YOUR HOME FOR FALL! - 
$14.99

Good Neighbors Holiday Boutique
November 10th & 11th, 10a-4p 

 In the Vintage HIlls area of 
Pleasanton at 817 Madeira Drive.
(Take Vineyard to Touriga, then left 

on Madeira) Handmade gifts for 
men, women & children. Artist’s sign-
ings, demo’s, custom jewelry, home 

decor, raffle prizes & more!

STAGING THE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
- $14.99

Kid’s
Stuff

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING

PRIVATE MATH TUTOR
Patient, experienced Math tutor drives 

to your place. SAT Math, Algebra, 
Geometry, PreCalculus. Please call 925-

876-6866
Spanish Tutor

355 Items for Sale
COMPUTER DESK/SHELVING UNIT - 
$75.00

Mind
& Body

420 Healing/
Bodywork
REIKI 
Energy work to promote healing,relieve 
pain,create a meditative state. Great 
for cancer patients. Messages MAY be 
received from the other side. $70 hr. 
925/699-4403.

The Feldenkrais Method 
Explore a proven Method for natural 
pain relief, lifetime fitness and vitality. 
Overcome back, neck, shoulder and 
joint pain. Significant and visible results 
in just a few sessions. Improve coordina-
tion, break through to your next level 
of performance in golf, tennis, run-
ning or any other activity. http://www.
SensibleMovement.com. Office in Walnut 
Creek. 18 years in business. Tancha 
McKnight 510-638-3346 

450 Personal Growth
Individual/Couples Counseling 
Feel better about yourself and your rela-
tionships. Dublin/Hayward offices Amy 
Greenberg, MFT 925 989-9826

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Awesome First Job!
Now hiring motivated sharp individuals 

to work and travel entire USA. Paid 
training. Transportation, lodging fur-

nished. Call today, Start today. 1-877-
646-5050. (AAN CAN)
Awesome Travel Job!

First Job? Great For Beginner! 
Travel USA representing Major Hip-

Hop, Rock & Roll, Fashion and Sport 
Publications! Transportation Furnished. 
Start Today. 1-800-988-0650, 1-800-

988-0651. (AAN CAN)
Bartenders Needed 
Looking for part/full time bartenders. 
Several positions available. No experi-
ence required. With hourly wages and 
tips make up to $300 per shift. Call 
(800) 806-0082 ext. 200. (AAN CAN) 
Cool Travel Job! 
One Month Paid Training! $500 Sign on 
Bonus Must be free to travel & Start 
Today. 1-800-735-7409. (AAN CAN)

Earn Extra Income
assembling CD cases from Home. 
Start Immediately. No Experience 

Necessary. 1-800-405-7619 ext. 150 
http://www.easywork-greatpay.com 

(AAN CAN)
Government Jobs

Earn $12 to $48/Hour Full Benefits, 
Paid Training. Homeland Security, Law 

Enforcement, Accounting/Finance,
Clerical, Administrative, Wildlife/Park 

Service, More! 1-800-320-9353 x2001. 
(AAN CAN)

Outdoor Youth Counselor
Do you love the outdoors and helping 
troubled teens? Immediate openings at 
Eckerd outdoor therapeutic programs 

in NC, TN, GA, FL, VT, NH and RI. Year-
round residential position, free room &

board, competitive salary/ benefits. Info 
and apply online: www.eckerdyouth.org. 
Or fax resume to Career Advisor/AN, 
727-442-5911. EOE/DFWP (AAN CAN)

Ambitious? Tired 
of Trading Time 4 $

Earn Executive Level Income w/o the 
stress. Call 800-470-4876.

Care Giver needed 
Disabled Pleasanton woman needs part 
time local care giver. Please call Donna 
at 925-846-3948.

Caregivers / CNAs / HHAs
Visiting Angels (Fremont office) has 
immediate openings for experienced 
caregivers! All shifts available, top 
pay rates, insurance benefits & 
bonuses paid! 510-795-7383

Drivers 
Drivers: Home daily, dedicated routes! 
Excellent benefits! Weekly pay! 2yrs CDL-
A HazMat/doubles end. George: 800-
242-9119 x4567

NANNIES NEEDED!!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!

$13-18/hr
A Nanny Connection

925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

Retail Sales
Elegant Clutter-Danville’s award-winning 

home decor store is looking for 
sales associates. Retail experience 

required;interior design training a plus.
Must be creative, energetic and a team-
player. No calls please. Send resume to 

ecjobs@mindspring.com

550 Business 
Opportunities
$20K+ Per Month 
No Commute. Fully Automated System. 
No Selling, No Phone Calls. www.
CaliforniaSuccess.net (Cal-SCAN) 

All Cash Candy Route 
“Be Your Own Boss”. 30 Machines and 
Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 880 
Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY. 1-888-625-
2405. (Cal-SCAN)

Business For Sale 
Established 6 years, owner works 15 
hours per week, nets 120k, will train. 5K 
down. 1-800-494-7740. (Cal-SCAN)

Data Entry Processors Needed!
Earn $3,500 - $5,000 Weekly

Working from Home! Guaranteed 
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary! 

Positions Available Today! Register 
Online Now! 

http://www.BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN)

Free Cash Grants/Programs
$700,-$800,000!, Personal bills, 

School, Business/Housing. Approx. $49 
billion unclaimed 2006! 

Almost Everyone Qualifies! Live 
Operators 1-800-592-0362 Ext. 235. 

(AAN CAN)

Greeting Cards 
Distributorships! Be your own Boss. Earn 
$50K - $250K/yr. Call Now: 1-888-238-
1635 (24/7). (Cal-SCAN) 

Home Refund Jobs!
Earn $3,500 - $5,000 Weekly 

Processing Company Refunds Online! 
Guaranteed Paychecks! No Experience 

Needed! Positions Available Today! 
Register Online Now! http://www.

RebateWork.com (AAN CAN)

Income on Autopilot! 
Hate selling? You’ll love this! Hate cold call-
ing? You’ll love this! Love making $1,000 
commissions while you sleep? You’ll love 
this! Visit www.YoullBeGladYouDid.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Make $150/hour
Get Paid Cash for Your Opinion! Earn $5 
to $75 to fill out simple surveys online. 

Start NOW! 
http://www.paidchoice.com (AAN CAN)

Movie Extras, Actors, Models!
Make $100-$300/day. No Experience 
Required, Meet celebrities, Full Time/
Part Time, All looks needed! Call Now! 

1-800-556-6103 extension 528. 
(AAN CAN)

Mystery Shoppers
Get paid to shop! Retail/Dining

establishments need undercover clients 
to judge quality/customer

service. Earn up to $150 a day. Call 
800-901-9370. (AAN CAN)

Vending: Snack/Soda 
Locations. Locations available now, pro-
fessional equipment & support. Many 
options. Cash/Finance 1-877-843-8726. 
(Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
A Cool Travel Job 
Now hiring motivated sharp individuals to 
work and travel entire USA. Paid training. 
Transportation, lodging furnished. Call 
today, Start today. 1-877-646-5050. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Attention CDL Drivers 
Growing Carrier w/Solid Customer Base 
Needing Great Quality Drivers! We Listen. 
We Pay Attention. Call McKELVEY Now 1-
800-410-6255. (Cal-SCAN)

Driver
The respect you deserve...Get it at 
Swift!! As a truck driver with Swift 

Transportation, you can have it all - free-
dom, stability and outstanding financial 

rewards. Call us at: 866-476-6828. 
www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com. EOE 

(Cal-SCAN)

PLACE 
AN AD
  ONLINE
fogster.com

  E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

  PHONE 
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering FREE 
postings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. Most 
listings are free print ad 
in our Peninsula news-
papers with the option 
of photos and additional 
lines. Exempt are Business 
Services and Employment 
ads, which include a web 
listing charge. Home ser-
vices and Mind & Body 
Services, require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.
So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

 INDEX
■   BULLETIN BOARD 

100-155
■   FOR SALE 

200-270
■   KIDS STUFF 

330-355
■   JOBS

510-585 
■   BUSINESS

SERVICES
600-690

■   HOME
SERVICES
700-799 

■   FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance 
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing 
Co. reserves the right to refuse, edit or 
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion 
without prior notice.
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Driver
Don’t Just Start Your Career, Start It 

Right! Company Sponsored CDL training 
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have CDL? 

Tuition Reimbursement! www.JoinCRST.
com 1-800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN) 

Driver - CDL Training
$0 down, financing by Central 

Refrigerated. Drive for Central, earn up 
to $40k+ 1st year! 1-800-587-0029 
x4779. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 

(Cal-SCAN)
Drivers - Don’t Miss This

Special Sign-On Bonus. 36-43 
cpm/$1.20pm. $0 Lease / Teams 

Needed. Class A + 3 months recent 
OTR required. 1-800-635-8669. 

(Cal-SCAN)
Loan Officers

US Home Funding seeks lic. loan 
officers to work from home. Strong 

support staff, excellent commissions. 
Fax: 866-255-3371 or email: hr@ush-

omefunding.com
(Cal-SCAN) 

Sponsored CDL Training 
No Experience Needed! Earn $40k-$75K 
in your new career! Stevens Transport 
will sponsor the total cost of your CDL 
training! Excellent Benefits and 401K! 
No Money Down! No Credit Checks! 
EOE. Call Now! 1-800-333-8595, 1-800-
358-9512. www.BecomeADriver.com 
(Cal-SCAN)
Two Way Radio Installer 
Experienced, Lead installer position 
available. Excellent salary and benefits. 
Medical, Dental, Vacation and sick leave, 
401k profit sharing. Growth potential to 
technician level. $35k to $45K. Will con-
sider some relocation expenses. Sutter 
Buttes Communications Inc., Yuba City, 
CA. 1-530-673-3475. (Cal-SCAN) 

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS?
Over 18 years experience in all 

aspects of bookkeeping.
No job too big or too small!

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

615 Computers

y

FAST-TEKS ON-SITE
COMPUTER SERVICE

925-875-1911

www.local.fastteks.com/trivalley

• We Come Directly To You
• Repairs • Upgrades • Networking

• Virus & Spyware Removal
• Serving the tri-valley area

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

2007 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

624 Financial
Credit repair!

Erase bad credit legally. Money 
back Warranty, FREE Consultation & 

Information: 1-866-410-7676
http://www.nationalcreditbuilders.

comArial (AAN CAN)
Medical Bills Making You Sick?
Save money! Reduce medical bills 

through our proven Mediation System. 
Financing Available. No

Rise. Free Live Chat. 1-800-837-2416 
http://www.BillMediation.com 

(AAN CAN)

628 Graphics

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise!
Newspaper advertising works! Reach 

6 million Californians! 240 newspapers 
statewide. $550 for a 25-word clas-
sified ad. Call (916) 288-6019 eliza-
beth@cnpa.com www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
Display Advertising!

Reach over 3 million Californians in 140 
community newspapers. Cost $1,800 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad (Super value 
that works out to about $12.86 per 

newspaper). Call (916) 288-6019 eliza-
beth@cnpa.com www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
News or Press Release Service? 
The California Press Release Service is 
the only service with 500 current daily, 
weekly and college newspaper contacts 
in California. Questions call (916) 288-
6010. www.CaliforniaPressReleaseServi
ce.com (Cal-SCAN)

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

Fabulous Friends
Licensed & Bonded

Serving Pleasanton/Dublin

sbnbart@comcast.net

A Pet Sitting Service

Nicki Bartels
925.989.4586

Home
Services

701 AC/Heating
RICHARD’S HEATING 

and AIR REPAIR
“Too Hot, Too Cold - Give Us A Call”

We strive to repair, not replace!
925-846-9397 CL# 883458

703 Concrete
CUSTOM CONCRETE WORK

Patios, Walks, Driveways, Stamp, 
Color, All Finishes, Bobcat, 

Dump, Demolition, Foundations, 
Additions

R.J. Dotson Construction
925-984-8178 
CA Lic 751784

DANVILLE CONCRETE
Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall. 

Any concrete finishing
(925) 736-8042

715 Cleaning 
Services

#1 For Homes & Apartments
SARA’S HOUSECLEANING

~ Professional & Affordable ~
Free Est/Supplies Provided
$25 off 1st & 2nd cleaning

 Call (925) 339-2193
A+/ ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING

Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603
BE READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Get your home deep & sparkling clean. 
Licensed, Insured, Bonded. 

E.C. Cleaning Service
925-339-6411 or 640-3845

CONVENIENT CLEANING
Residential / Commercial

$55-1st 3 hrs min/$15 after
Move Outs $20 hr/3 hr min

12yrs exp~Refs~Lic#060612
Call M-F 9:30am-6:30pm

925-371-6842 or 922-2981

JOSIE’S CLEANING SERVICE
Houses, Apts, Condos, Offices & More

Good prices ~ Good Refs
(510) 234-1827

Mon-Sat / Free Estimates 
SISTERS HOUSECLEANING

Residential / Move In-Out 
Entire House ~ Experienced

925-768-4528

719 Remodeling/
Additions
BEFORE REMODELING 
www.HomeOwnersConsulting.com!
Two Service Specialties offered-Our 
Consulting and Certified Real Estate 
Inspection team will ensure that you 
are treated properly by your contractor. 
You will get the proper work for a 
proper price-we quality assure the 
whole remodel process. Our Contracting 
Company, Semper Fi Construction, 
(License B856391) refers contractors 
that meet our standards. We are an 
Honor Roll Member of the Golden Gate 
Better Business Bureau, “for superior 
customer service”. A Veteran owned 
business, certified to do business with 
the State of California. We also offer 
Energy Efficiency Inspections. Ph. 
925.915.9252

Additions/Remodeling
Plumbing /Electrical
Decks/Landscaping

(925) 989.3809

www.HeierConstruction.com

CA LIC#837402

PROFESSIONAL
Kitchen & Bath

Remodeling

Serving 
Pleasanton & Danville

CA Lic# 805208

925 216-8163

722 Decks

CUSTOM DECKS
Custom Redwood & 
Brazilian Hardwood 
(IPE) Decks
Fences • Patio Covers
Arbors • Trellises

Quality Workmanship
& Reasonable Rates

25 Years Experience
FREE ESTIMATES
Tom Burkett

925-875-0844
License #771446

726 Decor & Drapery
COMPANY’S COMING!
Get an Interior Redesign, 

Design or Color Consultation
B4 the holidays. CHANGING SPACES

www.jilldenton.com
(925) 998-7747

730 Electrical

JWJW ELECTRICELECTRIC

FREE ESTIMATES
(888) 568-8363

Low Prices
Quality Work

Lic #878406

737 Fences & Gates

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
COMPLETE YARD MAINTENANCE & 

LANDSCAPING
Tree Service & Clean-Up

Good Refs Avail - Free Estimates
Reasonable Rates / Quality Work 

Serving No. California
since 1984

925-768-4528

NATIVE GREEN
Complete Yard Services

Reliable Yard Maintenance, Clean-Up & 
Sprinkler Repair

(925) 417-2579
VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING

Cement, Brickwork, Sod &
Sprinkler Installation, 
Fence & Deck Repair, 
Waterfalls & Fountains

~ All Driveways $8 sq ft ~
Call 925-285-3891

licensed & bonded
www.valleygreenlandscaping.com

WISTERIA GARDEN DESIGN
is a quality design Co. serving CCC 

for 16 yrs. We provide Custom 
Landscape Designs, Planting Plans 

& Hrly Consultations. CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT 925-935-3105 

751 General 
Contracting

RAPID 
RESPONSE

■ New Construction
■ Interior/Exterior Remodeling
■ Kitchen/Bath
■ Electrical/Plumbing
■ Hardwood Floors
■ Granite & Tile
■ Stucco/Foundations, etc.

510-357-7980 • 925-727-8158
FREE ESTIMATES • LIC. #679016

757 Handyman/
Repairs

A+ HANDYMAN SERVICES
Exceptional Service Guaranteed!

Call 925-785-7652
Pleasanton Home Repair
Dependable ~ 35 Yrs Exp 

Call 925-577-0542

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE

Yard & Garage Clean-Up / Dump Runs / 
 Appliance & Furniture Removal / Tree 
and Shrub Trimming & Removal -Tree 
Experts! Low Rates / Free Estimates

925-899-5655

761 Masonry/Brick

STONE MASON

Four Generations Handed Down
Brick • Block

Stone • Concrete
Small job expert Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 417-5488

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

#1 JOE’S PAINTING & 
HANDYMAN

Free Est / Reasonable Prices
No Job Too Small!

925-200-7333 Lic# 624542

BRITANNIA PAINTING

925-361-7239

Interior • Exterior
Cabinets, Kitchens & Bath

FREE ESTIMATES / GREAT REFERENCES!

Satisfaction Guaranteed         Lic #546713

Quality Interior & Exterior

PAINTING
by CAMBRIDGE
925-462-0655

* Fall Special *
10% Off
Lic # 747906

PERFECTION
Painting & Wallpapering

Free Estimates & Low Rates
(925) 485-3545 or 699-5800

CA Lic# 040142

790 Roofing
ATTENTION HOME OWNERS!
* Are you 100% waterproof?

* Do you have dry rot?
* Need repairs?

You may have rodents, birds 
or debris that will damage 

your roof & gutters.
We can save you

BIG MONEY - don’t delay!
----------------------

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
36 Years Expert Roofi ng

~ Family Owned & Operated ~
FREE EST/ SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Roof Inspection
$100 until 12/2007

Leak Detection / Tile / Gutters
Skylights / Fire-safe Wood
Shingles, Shakes & Siding

-----------------------

ALTAMONT ROOFING
DESIGNS

925-460-0500
925-339-4084

Member BBB             Lic# 360176

Real
Estate

805 Homes for Rent
Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $2195

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale

Bank Foreclosures!
Homes from $10,000! 1-3 bedroom
available! HUD, Repos, REOs, etc. 

These homes must sell! For
Listings Call 1-800-425-1620 ext. 

3241. (AAN CAN) 
Italian Villas in Colorado 
Each unique and hand-crafted, in our 
La Campanella residential community 
with spa and restaurant on premises, 
located in Southwest Colorado nestled 
between the San Juan Mountains and 
the Animas River Valley. This is an 
outstanding opportunity for real estate 
investments and 2nd home buy-
ers. Durango was recently named to 
America’s Dozen Distinctive Destinations 
and preserved communities. Visit us 
www.LaCampanellaDurango.com/CA, or 
call 1-970-769-3769. (Cal-SCAN)
Mobile and Manufactured Homes 
Brand New for $18,900. More 
Information, Floor Plans, and Photos 
online at www.FactorySelectHomes.com 
or call 1-800-620-3762. (Cal-SCAN)

DON’T MISS THE BOAT!
Buyers and Investors

Foreclosures
up to 25% Below 

Market Value
925 / 872-1601 CB

Pleasanton, 2 BR/1.5 BA - $399,960
Pleasanton, 3 BR/1.5 BA - $499000

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

— Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only —
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Doggie Daycare & Cageless Boarding
A place for dogs to play and socialize!

• Over 9000sf of indoor & outdoor play areas
24 Hrs attendants •  Webcam viewing 

• 15 mins from Pleasanton on I-680

- 20% OFF fi rst day Daycare or Boarding -

www.titanskingdom.com
(510) 353-1367

1512 Fulton Pl, Fremont

Offer ends 12/1/2007 - Other restrictions may apply.

No phone
 number in the ad? 

GO TO 
fogster.com 

for contact
information



Pleasanton, 4 BR/3 BA - $1275000-
$1595000

Saratoga, 4 BR/3 BA 
High Tech Luxury Estate, Superb 
Architecture, Walls of Glass, Chef’s 
Kitchen, Just 6 Years Old, Made 
to Entertain & Priced to SELL 
$1,579,800 COMPARE & SAVE 
Open House SAT/SUN 1-4, American 
Dream Home: 18926afton.com Call 
Professional Realtor, Laura Bella at 
(408)499-3549 for private viewing.

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
RedWeek.com 
#1 Timeshare Marketplace. Rent, buy, 
sell, reviews, New full-service exchange! 
Compare prices at 5000+ resorts. 
B4U do anything timeshare, visit www.
RedWeek.com, consider options. (Cal-
SCAN)
Timesshare! 
Paying too much for maintenance fees 
and taxes? Sell/rent your timeshare for 
cash. No Commissions or Broker Fees. 
1-877-868-1931. www.VPResales.com 
(Cal-SCAN) 

NORTHSTAR VILLAGE
Spend Thanksgiving at the beautiful new 

Northstar Village! Brand new condos 
for rent, fully furnished. 3 BR/3 BA or 2 

BR/2 BA. Ski in/Ski out.
www.308northstarvillage.com

sbj@sbj-law.com
Oceanview Maui 4Bed Near Beaches
 
Visit www.vrbo.com and See #75494

Save 60-80% off Retail Timeshare
Foreclosed Timeshares
Save 60-80% off Retail!

Best locations and Best Resorts 
Call for Free GoTime Magazine!

1-800-920-8514
www.holidaygroup.com/cht

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
Lrg 2 BR near casinos

(925) 820-9195
South Tahoe
XMAS/NEW YEAR IN LAKE TAHOE!!!

845 Out of Area
Poetics of the American Home 
Encounter the spiritual dimensions of your 
life in Avon, Connecticut. A third house -
prototype for a future village. 
http://www.24brentwood.com (AAN CAN)

FOR SALE OR RENT
 Spectacular new home in Truckee 
on a golf course with views of the 

mountains. 4 bedrooms (3 bedrooms 
and den), bonus room, 3 baths. 
Approx. 3,700 sq ft. Upgrades! 

www.44theridge.net
 sbj@sbj-law.com

PREMIUM LOT IN TRUCKEE
Ideally located at the top of a cul-

de-sac with views and privacy. Plans 
for a 3600+ square foot home. 

www.47grayscrossing.com
sbj@sbj-law.com

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
1st Time Offered 
Colorado Mountain Ranch. 35 acres- 
$49,900. Priced for Quick Sale. 
Overlooking a majestic lake, beautifully 
treed, 360 degree mountain views, adja-
cent to national forest. EZ terms. 1-888-
640-9023. (Cal-SCAN)

66 Acres 
$6,045/ Acre. 5000 ft Waterfront 
Subdividable, 15 minutes to Bay, huge 
live oaks, near Blessing, Texas. Call 
1-800-504-2636, x787. (Cal-SCAN)

Closeout Sale 36 Acres 
$29,900. Price is drastically reduced by 
motivated seller. Beautiful setting with 
fresh mountain air. Abundant wildlife. 
Secluded with good access. Financing 
available. Eureka Springs Ranch is 
offered by AZLR. ADWR report avail. Call 
1-877-301-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

How Big is 40 Acres? 
Come find out! 40 acres - $39,900 
Just outside Moses Lake, Washington. 
Beautiful land with captivating mix of 
rolling hills and occasional rock outcrop-
pings - must see. Offered by a motivated 
seller. Excellent financing offered. Call 
WALR 1-866-585-5687. (Cal-SCAN) 

Montana Land 
Ride it, Hunt it, Feel it... You can’t do 
that with stocks or CD’s! 20 Acres along 
Country Road- $49,900 160 Acre Land 
Tracts- $625/ AC 150 Acres with Log 
Cabin- Wraparound Porch and Gorgeous 
Mtn. Views- $189,900 We’ll Finance it! 
“A dream come true for anyone thinking 
great land is out of reach” Call Western 
Skies Land 1-888-361-3006 www.
WesternSkiesLand.com (Cal-SCAN)

Nevada - Priced for Quick Sale 
5 acres - $19,900. Beautiful building site 
with electric & county maintained roads. 
360 degree views. Great recreational 
opportunities. Financing available. Call 
now! 1-877-349-0822. (Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico Land 
Sacrifice! 140 acres was $149,900, 
Now Only $69,900. Amazing 6000 ft. 
elevation. Incredible mountain views. 
Mature tree cover. Power & year round 
roads. Excellent financing. Priced for 
quick sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-
9760. (Cal-SCAN)

So. Colorado Ranch 
Sale 35 Acres- $39,900. Spectacular 
Rocky Mtn. Views Year round access, 
elec/tele included. Excellent Financing 
available w/ low down payment. Call Red 
Creek Land Co. Today! 1-866-696-5263 
x3155. (Cal-SCAN)

Waterfront Ranch 
Bargain. 2 ac. Waterfront w/ brand new 
1200sf Ranch Pkg. 60 mins. Houston 
$89,900. Direct access to bay & Gulf! 
Excellent financing options. Call 1-800-
504-2636, x796. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services

UCB Real Estate

Ed Antenucci
owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I’ll Listen!

Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience & 
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Find Out Your Home’s Value 
24 hours a day, hassle-free. http://
www.eastbayfreehomevalues.com 
Sponsored by Pacific Union GMAC Real 
Estate

All Areas - Roommates.com 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your room-
mate with a click of the mouse! Visit: 
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

$$Save yourself thousands$$$

fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

Find purrfect presents 
at our boutique 

"OK girls, this is my suggestion," Henry, a 2-year-old, 
neutered male housecat, said. "The boys and I will hang 
out here and watch the game while you girls put on a 
cute outfit and go to Valley Humane Society's Animal 
Lover's Boutique this Saturday. You'll have fun shopping 
for unique gifts, home decor, whimsical ornaments, and 
much more!" This eighth annual Animal Lover's Boutique 
is a benefit for the "Just Like New" Fund which provides 
medical care to injured animals in the Tri-Valley area. The 
boutique will be held from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Nov. 10 at 
the Feline Medical Center, 3160 Santa Rita Rd. (next to 
Boswells). “By the way," Henry said, "you can visit me and 
my sister Tilly at Valley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada 
St. Call 426-8656. Tilly and I have been together since 
birth so we are hoping to be placed together in a loving 
indoor home.”

P E T  O F  T H E  W E E K
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Pleasanton sellers save 1.75%

Serving Pleasanton since 1997 
and resident of Pleasanton

MASON TOWHID
Broker/Owner

925-600-7778
mason@pleasantonhome.net
4900 Hopyard Rd., Suite 100

Pleasanton
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  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Alamo
Total sales reported: 2
Lowest sale reported: 
$1,725,000
Highest sale reported: 
$2,535,000
Average sales reported: 
$2,130,000

Danville
Total sales reported: 21
Lowest sale reported: 
$402,000
Highest sale reported: 
$3,500,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,080,262

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 22
Lowest sale reported: 
$220,000
Highest sale reported: 
$950,000
Average sales reported: 
$563,091

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during October 2007

This week’s data represents 
homes sold during October 
2007

Alamo
853 Miranda Creek Court 
Burkland Trust to K. & K. 
Rehemtulla for $1,725,000
77 Pleasant Knoll Court 
R. & D. Bianchina to D. & J. 
Burkland for $2,535,000

Danville
1524 Colchester Street 
GMAC Model Home Finance to 
J. & E. Kim for $1,230,000
4495 Deer Ridge Road 
Willens Trust to Shen Wei Inc. 
for $3,500,000
1017 Dunhill Court J. Marginn 
to D. & L. Treiber for $1,035,000
224 Fairway Drive T. & G. 
Bone to W. & P. Barry for 
$1,150,000

3038 Fostoria Circle Bohl 
Trust to S. Bieneman for 
$402,000
131 Gerald Drive H. & N. 
Studer to Mollins Trust for 
$1,775,000
315 Glasgow Circle American 
Home Mortgage to M. Bedard-
Collopy for $865,000
800 Griffon Court Shapell 
Industries to T. Bui for 
$1,429,000
21 Martin Court Haskins 
Trust to H. & C. Freedland for 
$900,000
725 Mastino Court Shapell 
Industries to C. & S. Stuart for 
$1,029,500
733 Mastino Court Shapell 
Industries to R. & M. Ellyson for 
$1,035,500
109 Menton Court KB Homes 
to K. Kim for $883,000

1450 Menton Street GMAC 
Model Home Finance to M. 
Lewis for $1,050,000
1335 Monterosso Street 
Lennar Homes to A. 
Salyapongse for $1,235,500
100 Nanterre Street KB 
Homes to S. & B. Vittal for 
$882,000
552 Old Orchard Drive 
Adolphson Trust to H. & C. Raft 
for $925,000
244 Pembrook Street Shapell 
Industries to R. Shen for 
$464,000
286 Pembrook Street Shapell 
Industries to J. & N. Holland for 
$502,000
290 Pembrook Street Shapell 
Industries to T. & S. Shakireen 
for $466,000
292 Pembrook Street Shapell 
Industries to Y. Xian for $502,000

509 Zita Court M. & M. 
Collopy to H. & M. Hagopian 
for $1,425,000

Walnut Creek
41 Acorn Court Mcmanus 
Trust to G. & M. Virga for 
$535,000
475 Boundary Oak Way R. & 
M. Kincheloe to K. & J. Gronert 
for $950,000
1965 Cactus Court #1 
Roberts Trust to M. Shields for 
$440,000
1794 Candelero Court GMAC 
Global Relocation to R. & L. 
Sullivan for $505,000
2465 Casa Way T. Loukos to 
J. & J. Bliss for $906,000
143 Hall Lane T. Reese to C. 
Wong for $588,000
1251 Homestead Avenue 
#139 T. Keaton to D. Dulac for 
$305,000

1655 North California 
Boulevard #234 Trinity Avenue 
Limited to D. Tang for $475,000
1655 North California 
Boulevard #236 Trinity Avenue 
Limited to K. Tang for $475,000
1655 North California 
Boulevard #335 Trinity Avenue 
Limited to C. & M. Lai for 
$776,000
1655 North California 
Boulevard #337 Trinity 
Avenue Limited to R. Levine for 
$935,000
1655 North California 
Boulevard #431 Trinity Avenue 
Limited to Adolphson Trust for 
$945,000
2734 Oak Road #101 S. 
Abaco to G. & W. Turner for 
$296,000
1937 Olmo Way S. Crevar to 
Llenado Trust for $380,000

11 Park View Court Vanfleet 
Trust to T. Reese for $940,000
101 Player Court #2 Fairways 
340 Limited to M. Osgood for 
$220,000
3136 Rossmoor Parkway #3 
Goranson Trust to Gallagher 
Trust for $430,000
1817 Skycrest Drive #3 
Records Trust to G. Wilhelm for 
$415,000
1309 Skycrest Drive #7 D. 
Kendrick to J. & P. Quiggle for 
$240,000
4424 Terra Granada Drive 
#3A Webb Trust to Lehnus 
Trust for $550,000
3330 Terra Granada Drive 
#4A Barney Trust to Richardson 
Trust for $482,000
230 Via Del Sol E. Whipkey to 
B. Revelli for $600,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource

O P E N  H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D

ALAMO 
5 Bedrooms

4055 Stone Valley Oaks Dr. $2,399,900
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 463-2000

BLACKHAWK
3 Bedrooms

305 Live Oak Dr. $1,295,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 577-4004
106 Kingswood Cir. $889,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 577-4004

4 Bedrooms
311 Live Oak Dr. $1,195,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 577-4004
29 Chestnut Pl. $1,975,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 831-3353

DANVILLE
4 Bedrooms

5353 Old School Rd. $1,975,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 831-3353
2651 Finley Rd. $3,700,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

5 Bedrooms
634 Ambience Wy. $1,359,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 831-3337

SAN RAMON
2 Bedrooms

9024 Craydon Cir. $265,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 UCB 580-4524
108A Norris Canyon Pl. $404,888
Sun 1-5 Keller Williams 260-2508
516 La Copita Ct. $347,900
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 984-3195

4 Bedrooms
7085 Briza Loop $679,950
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 984-9301
2748 Mohawk Cir. $889,000
Sun 2-5 Coldwell Banker 785-9373

5 Bedrooms
3526 Sandalford Wy. $1,059,000
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 2-5 
Coldwell Banker  785-9373
25 Cree Ct. $935,000
Sun 1-4 Empire 217-3108

DUBLIN
3 Bedrooms

7754 Millbrook Ave. $529,000
Sat 1-4  
Erickson Financial Services/Bret Erickson 
  408-221-0375
4482 Chancery Ln. $595,000
Sun 1-4 Tri-Valley Realtors 270-9000

4513 Peacock Ct. $778,500
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

4 Bedrooms
11444 Bloomington Wy. $949,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 
Windermere Select Properties 216-9380

PLEASANTON
3 Bedrooms

5380 Brookside Ct. $595,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 847-2200
3193 Montpelier Ct. $719,000
Sun 1-4 Re/Max Accord 922-1575
4332 Diavila Ave. $739,000
Sat 1-4 Re/Max 847-8900

4 Bedrooms
1717 Courtney Ave. $1,950,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 216-7082
6828 Corte Salcedo $819,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Prudential Ca 734-5000
4255 Churchill Dr. $919,000
Sun 1-4    Windermere Select Properties  216-9380
2518 Larrikeet Ct. $939,000
Sun 1-4 Allied Brokers 872-8286

5 Bedrooms
4823 Arlene Pl. $1,339,000
Sat 1-4 Hometown GMAC 963-8800
4742 Arlene Pl. $1,350,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 963-8322
3753 Smallwood Ct. $1,599,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 963-8800
1290 Via Di Salerno $2,599,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 216-7082
5536 Corte Sierra $789,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential 510-326-1981

LIVERMORE
2 Bedrooms

1526 Portola Ave. $339,950
Sun 1-4 Prudential Ca 734-5000
1718 Hollyhock St. $419,000
Sat 1-4 Prudential Ca 734-5000

3 Bedrooms
3996 Stanford Wy. $499,000
Sat 1-4 Hometown GMAC 784-0667

4 Bedrooms
6608 Tiffany Cmn. $569,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 963-8322
819 Wall St. $598,999
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 583-1121
1657 Third St. $649,950
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 583-1119
4052 Emerson Dr. $799,950
Sun 1-4 Tri-Valley Realtors 270-9000

5 Bedrooms
5679 Dresslar Cir. $879,000
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel 398-6706

580

84

680

Pleasanton

Dublin

Livermore

Vineyard

Bernal

84

www.EstatesOnOakRidge.com

Beautiful custom parcels situated along a private road, nestled 

on the ridge among nearly twenty acres of oak studded hills 

overlooking the Livermore Valley wine country.

Pleasanton’s Hidden Treasure
Seven Extraordinary Estate Lots

1.40 to 3.96 acres

Margene and Louis Rivara

(925) 200-6916 or (925) 200-6917 

ReMax Accord
From 680, exit Bernal Av and go east 4 miles,

right on Vineyard Av and go 2 miles,

right on Thiessen, then straight ahead

to Winding Oaks Drive

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Call today for your private tour



An exceptional neighborhood
deserves exceptional service.

C o u n t rywide Financial Corporation is America’s #1 home loan lender* and a 
member of the prestigious Standard & Po o r ’s 500 and Fortune 500.

Equal Housing Lender. © 2005 Countrywide Home Loans, I n c . , 4500 Park Granada, C a l a b a s a s , CA 91302. Tr a d e /
s e rvicemarks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. [ I N S E RT STATE LICENSING HERE].
Some products may not be available in [STAT E ] . For [STATE] residents and properties only. This is not a commitment to lend.
Restrictions apply.All rights reserv e d . * S o u r c e : As ranked for 2004 by Inside Mortgage Finance ( J a n . 2 8 , 2 0 0 5 ) , Copyright 2005.
5 1 1 0 8

As seasoned home loan consultants, we are proud of our professional association
with Country w i d e®. To g e t h e r, we strive to offer the highest level of customer
s e rvice in the industry.

As part of the Countrywide family, we will work closely with you and make sure
your customer service experience is one that you’ll tell your friends and
associates about! 

Please feel free to call us directly so we can tell you more about the many ways
we can make you feel at home.

Convenient and

personalized home

loan process

Local decision-

making process

enabling timely and

reliable answers to

your home financing

q u e s t i o n s

A wide variety of

home financing

o p t i o n s
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Phone Number
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First and Last Name
Ti t l e
S t reet Addre s s
C i t y, State and ZIP Code
Te l e p h o n e
Fax Number
Web Site Addre s s

As seasoned home loan consultants, we are proud of our professional association
with Country w i d e®. To g e t h e r, we strive to offer the highest level of customer
s e rvice in the industry.

As part of the Countrywide family, we will work closely with you and make sure
your customer service experience is one that you’ll tell your friends and
associates about! 

Please feel free to call us directly so we can tell you more about the many ways
we can make you feel at home.

An exceptional neighborhood
deserves exceptional service.

Jim Black 
Custom Construction Lending Team
925-285-4898 Cell and Best 
925-314-7010 Direct Wk
1-866-410-3089 Direct Fax
James_Black@countrywide.com
www.meetjimblack.com

Peter Johnson 
Custom Construction Lending Team 
925-314-7011 - Direct Office 
925-788-9394 - Cell
866-905-8753 - E-Fax
peter_m_johnson@countrywide.com

Cory Slattengren
Custom Construction Lending Team 
Production Assistant; Team “Black”
925-314-7012 - Office
866-905-8749 - Fax
925-683-0644 - Cell

“We Strive to inspire, enhance and deliver the best customized lending solution for both your short and long term objectives. We look 
forward to continuing to delivering the best level of service and knowledge to help you make the best decision for you and your family.” 

7 Railroad Avenue Danville, CA 94526

       Equal Housing Lender. © 2005 Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., 4500 Park Granada, Calabasas, CA 91302. Trade/service marks are 
the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. Licensed by the Department of Corporation under California 
residential Mortgage Lending Act. Some products may not be available in California. For California residents and properties only. This is 
not a commitment to lend. Restrictions apply. All rights reserved. *Source: As ranked for 2004 by Inside Mortgage Finance (Jan. 28, 2005), 
Copyright 2005. 51108

Looking forward to building a relationship with you!
Countrywide Home Loans


