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With over 40 years of combined
experience in financial services and asset
management, Summit Financial Group
partners Nathan Bennett, Steve Wilcox
and Don Ledoux specialize in
retirement planning and helping small
business owners coordinate their
financial plans and strategies.

Winter Classes
Retirement Planning Today

Town of Danville

1/23, 1/30, and 2/6

City of Dublin
1/24, 1/31, and 2/7

For more information visit
www.summitfingroup.com

SUMMIT

offered through Securian Financial
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Comprehensive Financial Services

2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120

San Ramon, CA 94583 « www.summitfingroup.com
9 2 5-86 6 780 O

aler, member FINRA/SIPC. Sur nancial Group LLC is independently owned and operated
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% TRANE

l.f Hard Th Stop A Trane”

' Furnace

Per System

Cannot be combined with other offers.
Expires 2/08/08
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:Winter Check Up:

$69 95 -

COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL
SERVICE < INSTALLATION

~

If you are considering
installing or replacing your
furnace or air conditioner,
NOW IS THE TIME.

Nothing enhances your comfort like a Trane.
We think you'll feel pretty good about the
savings as well.

Help Your Environment
Go Green
|

16 Years of Honest,
Quality Service

Danville Resident & Greenbrook Area Specialist

Family Owned and
Locally Operated

Danville & San Ramon Areas Since 1992

925-820-0866

* ALL TECHNICIANS FULLY TRAINED AND CERTIFIED «

+ FULLY INSURED & BONDED *
Lic. #639708 4

New Luxury Gaths

BATH & KITCHEN

We

SHOWROOM

e Help you plan for success & make a
unique design statement that reflects
your personal style.

o Know what’s hot & what's not.

e Create value for you & your home.

e Guide you through product selection.

o Detail special considerations for

contractors & installers.

e Stand behind our products &
warranties after installation.

(925) 443-2284
1 E. Airway Boulevard ~ Livermore
MON-FRI19-5 * SAT 10-4
newluxurybaths.com et
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Nail Care

Pleasant Hill location

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . .. (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . .
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd

(925) 838-6300
(925) 680 8600
(925) 938-2500
or friends who want to have a unique

and fun get together, arrange a private
party at Bollinger Nail Salon.
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ASKED AT ALAMO PLAZA

What would you like to
change ahout the way you
were raised?

Q:

My parents were very protective of me. | wish
| would have had more chance to travel, dur-
ing the years after high school. They were
over-protective, afraid something would hap-
pen to me. I’'m going to the other extreme for
my kids.

Anusha Massoumi
Realtor

| would have my mom or dad coordinate their
work time better so we could all have been
together more. My dad was always working,
even on weekends. He was a rabbi. My mother
managed a medical office.

Robyn Valdivia
speech pathologist

| wouldn’t change a thing. | was raised in Los
Angeles; my dad was a cop and my mom was
a homemaker. We can always go back and
say they should have done this or they should
have done that. But don’t go there.

John MacMillan
attorney

| would have my parents place more value on
education. | was raised in Toronto, Canada,
and they were immigrants from Russia so to
them the most important things were healthy
meals and nurturing. Education for girls,
according to my parents, was getting married
and having children.

Sharon Book
over 55 aerobicist

It would be great if parents would consider all
the dimensions of their children’s well-being,
especially the emotional dimensions. Parents
need to be aware of the source of their chil-
dren’s behavior and understand what they are
experiencing. | was raised in Iran and my father
was a physician so he was trained to be aware.

Laleh Shahidi
former medical informatics
professor at UCSF
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Julia Caulfield, a fourth-grade student at Alamo Elementary School, writes about her
winter vacation as an exercise in the Reading and Writing Project used throughout
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AMERICAN ALEHOUSE & GRILL

Neighborhood Brewpub

30 BEERS ON TAP

Try our Winter Beers!

| Crow Canyon Road I
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IN THE MARKETPLACE
SHOPPING CENTER

San Ramon

Fur & Feathers
Pet Sitting

I love my job!

Extraordinary pet care while you are away. Vet & grooming
apts. kept for you. Daily dog walking on a regular or
occasional basis. Care for kitties, birds, and fish too!

Barbara Monroe, Owner ““

925-998-9317
furfeatherpet@aol.com ‘

TireohoROyerciowdediGyms

We Offer an Exclusive One-on-0One
Personal Training Facility

¢ STRENGTH & POWER DEVELOPMENT
¢ LIFESTYLE & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
* BOXING FITNESS WORKOUTS

* CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS

e SPORT-SPECIFIC TRAINING

* PERSONAL DEFENSE TRAINING

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director
NSCA Certified Strength and
Conditioning Specialist

B.A. Degree from Harvard University
ACE Certified Personal Trainer

925-867-3488

3120-D Crow Canyon Road
HealthandFitnessPlus.net

and feel better after a little
facelift? The good news is
it can be affordable and
less time-consuming than
you might think. Find out
how we can make your
home improvement ideas
come to life. Our design
team and professional
tradesmen deliver each
job (small or large) with

outstanding results.

(925) 277-9600 o Tar®
470 Market Place
WWW.hOpya[‘d.com Health and F#E-zss
Welcome Add Beauty With Tile & Natural Stone
What home doesn’t look

www.fraziertile.com

925.648.7632

Lic. #646670
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French Restaurant

S

BRINGING LEARNING TO LIFE

The Seven Hills School

PRESCIO®L o ELEMENTARY « MIDOLE SCRODL

exploring
i & imagining

The Seven Hills School
975 North San Carlos Drive Walnut Creek, CA 94598
tel 925.933.0666
www.sevenhillsschool.org

i
:
:
:
2

French Caté & Bakery

EATING LIGHTER?

Voted Best OR A FRESH SALAD

e Serving breakfast
& lunch daily

www.pascalcafe.com

Monday-Saturday 6:00-3:00 p.m. ~ Sunday 7:00-3:00 p.m.

155 Railroad Ave., Danville ~ 925.838.7349

:
:
:
:
:

Moms, get fit

with Bahy Boot Camp

at Stoneridge!

Visit babybootcamp.com to register
for classes or call 925.413.3624.

See Guest Services for more details and a class schedule.

.
STONERIDGE stoppinG center V
4 Fd

LL™

simon.com® Located in Pleasanton at the intersection of I-680 and |-580. 925.463.2778
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COME ENJOY A HEALTHY BREAKFAST,
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE SOUP,

"

County celebrates Martin
Luther King Jr.

The Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors
held its 30th annual Dr. Martin Luther King
Commemoration and Humanitarian of the Year
Award Program on Tuesday. The event focused
on the theme “Teamwork Makes the Dream
Work,” to inspire collective advocacy for civil lib-
erties, social justice, peace and non-violence.

Keynote speakers at the ceremony were
Alan Wang, television anchor for ABC 7 News,
KGO-TV; H. Abram Wilson, mayor of the city of
San Ramon; and attorney John L. Burris.

Schools in the San Ramon Valley Unified
School District will be closed Monday to honor
Martin Luther King Jr.

Also, an interfaith service, the Martin Luther
King Convocation for World Peace, will take
place at 7:30 p.m., Monday, Jan. 21, at the
Wesley Center at San Ramon Valley United
Methodist Church, 902 Danville Blvd. in Alamo.
It will have speakers from Hindu, Muslim,
Jewish and Christian traditions, and the par-
ticipants will pray together for peace.

A ‘Bus Stop’ for Danville

Danville’s Role Players Ensemble will put on
William Inge’s “Bus Stop,” a classic American play
with contemporary impact, beginning tonight.

The play delves into issues of loneliness and
connection as a group of people, some local,
some stranded on a bus journey, come togeth-
er at a diner in Kansas during a winter storm.
“Bus Stop” was first presented on Broadway
in 1955 and later became a famous Marilyn
Monroe movie.

It will be staged at Danville’s Village Theatre,
233 Front St., and runs through Feb. 9,
Thursday-Saturday at 8 p.m., Sundays at 2
p.m. Tickets are $22-$25, $15 for students, and
are available at www.villagetheatreshows.com
or by calling 314-3400.

Gallery to feature high
school students

The Pioneer Art Gallery in downtown
Danville, sponsored by the Alamo Danville
Artists Society, is hosting an exhibit of stu-
dents’ work Jan. 25-27 from the six San
Ramon Valley high schools—California, Del
Amigo, Dougherty Valley, Monte Vista, San
Ramon and Venture.

“This is a unique opportunity for young art-
ists to publicly display their work, win awards
and gain recognition,” said Tracy Bauer of
ADAS. “And folks who attend the exhibit can
gain further appreciation for the importance of
encouraging our young people to develop their
creative talents.”

Each school's art department is doing an
initial jurying of their students’ work, and then
submitting it. The Danville Arts Commission
will judge the finalists.

A reception is being held from 3-6 p.m.,
Sunday, Jan. 27, for the artists and their
families. The public is welcome. The gallery is
located at 524 Hartz Ave. Musical entertain-
ment will be provided by San Ramon Valley
High.

Assistance for veterans in
Danville

U.S. Rep. Jerry McNerney (D., 11th District)
will host a Veterans Assistance Workshop
from 3-5 p.m., tomorrow, Saturday, Jan. 19,
at the Danville Veterans Memorial Hall, 400
Hartz Ave.

NEWS DIGEST

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
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I've been hit in my
rear end, shoulder

and neck. 99

—Kenneth Barker, who has 100 golf balls
per month shot onto his property from the
adjacent Round Hill Country Club driving
range. See story, page 5.

Veterans are encouraged to stop by to meet
with a service provider who will give informa-
tion and guidance about filing claims to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, or obtain-
ing or replacing service medals. Information
about housing, employment and educational
opportunities will be available, too. It is also
a chance to meet McNerney, who is on the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

AAUW looking for scholars

The Danville-Alamo branch of the American
Association of University Women is offering
scholarships to local women. Applicants must
have graduated from San Ramon Valley Unified
School District or resided in the district when
attending a private school. Applicants must
be a college junior or higher as of September
2008, at an accredited four-year college or
university. Graduate students may also apply.

Applicants will be evaluated on the basis
of scholarship, educational goal, financial
need and campus or community involvement.
Completed scholarship applications must be
postmarked by April 1. Applications are online
at www.aauw-da.org.

Street Smarts campaign
under way

The fourth annual Street Smarts Poster-
Storybook Contest, presented by the Troy
and Alana Pack Foundation and Toll Brothers,
started Jan. 7. Each year, elementary school
students in the San Ramon Valley participate
in the annual contest, where students draw
illustrations based on specific traffic safety
themes. The contest ends Feb. 1.

In this year’s contest, students are asked
to draw traffic safety-related illustrations that
will become part of a new children’s storybook
written by local author Dana Mentink. The
story, “Way Out Visitors,” is about aliens who
visit Earth and leave a young alien behind. The
alien journeys to find a way home and learns
about wearing seat belts and helmets, and
using crosswalks safely.

Winners of the contest will have their artwork
featured in the eight-page storybook. The final
book will be unveiled at the Poster-Storybook
Contest Awards Ceremony at the San Ramon
Community Center on Feb. 28, and distributed
at bookstores and libraries throughout the San
Ramon Valley. Last year’s contest drew more
than 275 entries and nearly 500 community
members to the awards ceremony.

Street Smarts is a traffic safety education
campaign involving the San Ramon Valley
Unified School District, Danville, San Ramon,
Contra Costa County and the San Ramon
Valley Council of PTAs.
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WiFi for Danville?

Some residents think it would be a draw

by Natalie O’Neill

eb surfing while shop-
ping. Googling over a
grilled cheese. Posting

on a park bench.

Advocates of adopting free
municipal WiFi Internet in
Danville say it would pull people
into the town to shop, eat and
play.

“I know this could benefit
Danville. It could
blossom into some-

A handful of metropolitan areas
already offer free citywide wireless
service, a trend that starting pop-
ping up about four years ago. But
experts say significant technical
and business issues must be ham-
mered out before it can become a
reality for most places.

In Alamo, Yellow Wood
Coffee’s wireless Internet is free
and the shop is usually packed
with patrons drinking coffee, eat-
ing lunch and using
laptops. At Starbucks

thing that would be « s in Danville, users
good for alj kinds l defmltely must pay to access
;)g people, _Sald see a lot of Internetr.rh o
-year resident “The  coffee
SusZn Ritner, who Iaptop USErs. shops in Alamo are
broached the sub- \\g’ve gotten @ using it and they are

ject at this month’s
Mayor’s Morning.

The council looked
into putting WiFi
downtown about a
year ago, but ven-
dors were not able
to install it for free.
Businesses would have needed to
install their own Internet router
and likely bear the cost.

Mayor Candace Andersen said
bringing wireless to Danville is a
subject the Town Council is still
open to exploring—especially as
technology develops.

“It’s certainly very appealing to
us, assuming the price is right,”
she said this week. She added she
thinks the town is “tech savvy.”

lot of positive
feedback.”

—Danville branch
librarian Seng Lovan

always filled,” Ritner
said.

Free wireless
makes downtown
Alamo more appealing
for locals who work
from their computer
or just want Internet
with their coffee, Yellow Wood
regulars say.

Take Alfonso Li, for example.
He lives near El Pintado Road—
about halfway between downtown
Alamo and downtown Danville—
and he drives to Alamo instead of
Danville for the free wireless at
Yellow Wood.

While sitting at his laptop at the

» Continued on page 8

The view from Kenneth Barker’s home overlooks the Round Hill Country Club driving
range, where balls are hit toward his property.
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Alfonso Li drives from Danville to Alamo to use the free wireless Internet at Yellow Wood Coffee.

Golf balls threaten
Round Hill residents

Couple suing over shortened driving range at country club

by Natalie 0’Neill

he sound of breaking glass

| made Kenneth Barker and

his wife look up from their

leisurely lunch. A bright yel-

low golf ball had just flown into

the window of their Round Hill
home—again.

Barker has lived at the end of
Round Hill Country Club’s driving
range since 1974 and says he can
expect over 100 golf balls to soar
onto his property per month. Seven
of his windows have been broken,
and he and his wife have been hit
multiple times by balls, court docu-
ments allege.

“It’s a safety problem. People
have been killed by golf balls,” said
Barker.

He’s now suing the country
club with the goal of either hav-
ing the driving range shut down
or mandating that it be longer
than 375 yards.

“We’re captives in our own
house,” he said this week.

The “continual bombardment”
began in the mid 1990s, after the
country club shortened the range
from 260 yards to 190 yards while
refiguring the golf course and
revamping the clubhouse. The cou-
ple now rarely uses their yard and
garden for fear they’ll get struck,
Barker said.

“I’ve been hit in my rear end,
shoulder and neck. The worst thing
about it is the shock,” Barker said.

But management at the country
club says the couple knew what
they were getting into when they
moved into the lot—that balls
would be hit toward their home.

“The fact is you purchased the
property with ... acknowledgement
that golf balls from the course
and driving range are driven in
the direction of your lot,” General
Manager Greg Gonsalves wrote in
a letter to Barker last summer.

His letter also states the club
believes it has done everything it
can to solve the problem.

That includes banning wooden

clubs, which generally propel the
ball further than iron, and offering
to construct a fence. Gonsalves
could not be reached by press time
to comment further.

“The club feels it has taken rea-
sonable measures to mitigate the
use of the range,” he wrote. His
letter was dated June 13, 2007.

But court evidence in the form of a
photograph—dated two weeks after
Gonsalves’ letter—shows 107 golf
balls lined into rows on the Barker
property. The photo illustrates how
many balls had been projected onto

their property in 22 days.
“We’ve pleaded with them,
they’ve made promises, but

they’ve done nothing,” Barker said.
“They’re arrogant.”

The fence that currently separates
his property from the driving range
is made of black netted material
and stands about 15 feet high with
about 5 feet of ivy on top of that.
The couple use the plants to shield

» Continued on page 7
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Bill Baker blasts
McNerney on
Iraq stance

by Jordan M. Doronila

riticism rained on U.S.
‘ Rep. Jerry McNerney last

week at Faz restaurant for
his support of setting a timetable
to withdraw troops from Iraq.

“I can’t forgive you for setting a
timetable,” said Bill Baker, a for-
mer Republican congressman who
lives in Danville. “It’s unrealistic.”

“We are seeing progress,” he
added. “I hope you reconsider
your position. We should not have
a debate about that.”

Listeners surrounding Baker
gave him a round of applause and
cheers. Then McNerney (D., 11th
District) responded.

“Thanks for your comments,
Bill,” McNerney said. “The war
is hurting our country. We need to
hold the Iraqis accountable. They
need to take steps in (keeping)
their responsibilities.”

He did not receive the same acco-
lades for his answer as did Baker at
the San Ramon Valley Exchange
Club’s monthly luncheon.

Dozens of people attended the
event to heard McNerney’s key-
note speech about energy.

He talked about using alterna-
tive sources of fuel and about
global warming. He noted that the
U.S. imports most of its oil from
the Middle East, which causes the
market to be volatile.

“We consume so much oil,” he
said. “It’s in our national interest
not to depend on oil and look for
alternative sources of energy.”

McNerney—an energy special-
ist and engineer—said wind, solar

and geothermal are other sources
of energy that must be seriously
explored. He said our country
spends $100 million a day to get
oil from overseas, and there will
be no more oil after approximate-
ly 100 years.

“The production and consump-
tion of oil is atits peak,” McNerney
said. “We have never seen it at
this point as it is right now. Oil
consumption has increased expo-
nentially.”

The burning of oil creates car-
bon dioxide, which damages the
environment, he said.

“Global warming is caused by
human actions,” he said, “20-25
million carbon tons are produced
a day.”

“The ice packs are melting,” he
added.

Developing other sources of
fuel will help create jobs and
will strengthen relationships with
other countries, he also noted.

“This needs cooperation on a
worldwide basis,” he said. “We
can create interdependence.”

Although he advocated for
alternative energy sources, he said
he is still contemplating nuclear
energy. Nuclear power has poten-
tial but he wants to know more
about nuclear energy. He is con-
cerned about its economic viabil-
ity and storage of nuclear waste.

McNerney recalled asking a sci-
entist about nuclear energy eco-
nomics, and he was told he didn’t
do his homework. After receiving
this curt answer, he said he felt like

Y1INOHOQ ‘N NYaHor

U.S. Rep. Jerry McNerney (D, 11th District) shares his experiences about being a freshman in Congress with San Ramon

Valley Exchange Club president and Danville Councilwoman Karen Stepper, Planning Commissioner Bob Nichols and other
members of the club on Wednesday, Jan. 9, at Faz restaurant in Danville. He addressed the club about alternative sources
of energy and global warming.

putting on blinders and not listen-
ing. He said the scientist’s way of
conveying information isn’t the
best method to reach other people.

Baker said he is in full support
of nuclear energy.

“We do need nuclear,” he said.
“It’s cheap. It’s safe and clean.
There are no carbon emissions.”

Atthe end of his talk, McNerney
urged that educating children in
elementary and high schools on
energy sources would create a
healthier future.

“We need to inspire them,” he
said. “They are looking for a mes-
sage.”

“We need to tell them: ‘Take
advantage of what’s being offered
to you so you can innovate and
move forward,” he said. m
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McNerney on being a leader

U.S. Rep. Jerry McNerney
said he used to have an enor-
mous problem with public
speaking. He recalled seeing a
psychiatrist as well as an acting
coach to improve his oratory
skills.

He said he always enjoyed
problem solving and mathemat-
ics, often keeping to himself,
although he did socialize. But
when he ran for Congress last
year, he had to find a way to get
his message to the masses.

“It was an enormous chal-
lenge,” he said.

He shared his experiences
being a congressman with the

" T

San Ramon Valley Exchange
Club’s Leadership Program at
Faz restaurant Wednesday last
week after the club’s regular
luncheon. About six people
stayed to ask McNerney ques-
tions.

He said one has to be well-
prepared and honest about
one’s ignorance when engag-
ing a hostile crowd. Also,
enjoying the verbal sparring,
communicating in a friendly
way, and humor are keys to
reaching people who have dif-
ferent point of views.

» Continued on page 8
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‘\ f . ¢ and Garnish, Made Fresh Every Day from Our Own Kitchens!
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Choose from 9 Varieties:
~ Asian Chicken & Noodle Salad, Caesar Salad, Caesar Salad
“w with Chicken, Cobb Salad, Greek Spinach Salad, Salmon
Nicoise Salad, Classic Spinach Salad, Taco Salad, Bistro
Chicken Salad. Full, Approx. 10-16 oz.
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Retail Value $5.98-$8.25 May not be combined with any other
Draeger’s Coupon Offer. May not be duplicated. Please present entire
postcard at time of purchase.
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Planners look at environmental
report for Elworthy project leyMontes

Residents voice concerns about noise, traffic and other impacts

by Jordan M. Doronila

he Planning Commission

| held a hearing last week to
discuss the environmental
impact of a residential development
on the Elworthy ranch in Danville.

“I really enjoy living there,”
said Laura Farrell, a neighbor
who lives near the property. “We
enjoy the wildlife and open space.
I’m concerned about the draining
and slide issues.”

Commissioners looked at the
environmental report for the devel-
opment of single-family homes and
apartment units on the property,
which is on San Ramon Valley
Boulevard, one mile south of
Sycamore Valley Road. Dozens of
residents living near the property
attended the hearing Jan. 8.

“It’s a standard document,” said
Commissioner Steve Condie. “It
was a responsible thing to do to
have an EIR prepared because it is
a pretty big size development.”

The 459-acre property is on the
west side of I-680, situated on
the eastern slope of Las Trampas
Ridge overlooking the San Ramon
Valley. Elworthy LLC, the devel-
oper, has proposed to build 84
single family houses and 12 apart-
ment units. The total 96 units
would be built on approximately
12 acres on the site, adjacent to
San Ramon Valley Boulevard.

The plan says 232 acres of the
land’s upper portion would be dedi-
cated to the East Bay Regional Park
District, and 186 acres would be a
scenic easement where there would
be no future development.

Kristie Wheeler, of RBF
Consultants in Walnut Creek,
explored numerous aspects in her
environmental report: aesthetics;
air quality; biological resources;
horse pastures; the red-legged
frog; the Alameda whip snake;
nesting birds; roosting bat spe-
cies; and archeological resources.
Her report also looked at geologi-

“An Education for Life!” s,

& Vil
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Toddler-Primary-
Elementary-Middle School &‘E
18 Months to 14 years

;/ ;F )‘I‘H
ANNIVERSARY

ValleyMontessori

INFORMATION NIGHTS

Wednesday, January 16 7:00pm 3 years - 5 years
Thursday, January 17 7:00pm Grades 1-3
Tuesday, January 22 7:00pm Grades 4 - 5
Thursday, January 24 7:00pm Grades 6 - 8
Wednesday, January 30 7:00pm 18 Months - 3 Years
Thursday, January 31 5:00pm Kindergarten

Fully Accredited by the Western Association of Schools

and Colleges (WASC) & the American Montessori Society (AMS)

1273 N. Livermore Avenue, Livermore, CA

(925) 455-8021

www.valleymontessorischool.com

cal formation, hazardous materi-
als and water.

Residents spoke about noise,
traffic and other impacts on the
land caused by development.

Wheeler said development
would create a less than signifi-
cant impact, and Elworthy would
mitigate any potential impacts,
such as air quality and endan-
gered species. Town staff mem-
bers said they were pleased with
the report.

“We think it addresses the poten-
tial impacts,” said Principal Planner
David Crompton. “It suggests rea-
sonable areas for mitigation that
need mitigation.”

Condie noted no action has been
taken on the environmental report.
He said it is possible the commis-
sion could accept the report but
deny the application.

The next Planning Commission
public hearing on the Elworthy
project may be in March,
Crompton said. m

NORCAL

Weight Loss Center
Lose weight...and keep it off!

Staffed by professional doctors and nurses
Covered by some insurance companies
Non-medication Programs Available
Evening Hours Available

Maintenance Programs

Gourmet Meals (optional)

Latest FDA Approved Medications

Roundhill

» Continued from page 5

themselves from showering balls.

If a higher fence were put in by
the club it’s expected to be about 45
feet tall. It would likely be made of
similar black mesh material.

But that’s not what the Barkers
want. The wall would send their
property value plummeting, he
said.

“It would depreciate the value of
our home by about half a million
dollars,” he said. “It would be an
eyesore. It would look tacky.”

Gusts of wind and strong hit-
ters still currently send balls over

2001
Alexanider |I"11Hr_1.' {ahermicl Kimerinon

his roof and into his front yard on
Royal Oaks Drive. He said those
hitters would still clear the height
of the new fence—even with 25
feet or so added to the height.

Both parties have tried for months
to solve the issue without litigation
but to no avail.

The case is scheduled to go to
trial in about six months and will
take into account alleged violations
of nuisance, breach of contract and
implied covenant of good faith on the
part of Round Hill Country Club.

Legally, “nuisance” is defined
as anything that annoys or dis-
turbs unreasonably, hurts a person’s
use of property, privacy or violates
health, safety or decency. m

Shauntrell lost
weight on our
program and
you can too!

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment plus
Free Consultation to new clients only

Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®
Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available
Dr. David Melamed, MD * Dermatologist
925-846-5614

Unretouched clinical photo taken
while frowning before and 14 days
after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

ECER

Kenneth Barker has found hundreds of yel-
low golf balls, used on the driving range, in
his front and back yards. He and his wife
have been struck by them and have had
seven windows broken.

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only

Silver Oak Cellars
Winemakers Dinner

Tuesday, January 29th

Reception 6:30 pm ¢ Dinner 7:00 pm
Four Course Dinner ¢ $125.00 per person

Call For Reservations, Space s Limited
To view our menu, visit website www.bridgesdanville.com

= >

B RIDGES

RESTAURANT & BAR

44 Church Street, Danville
925.820.7200
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WiFi

» Continued from page 5

coffee shop this week he said he
likes the feel of Danville better,
but the wireless is the deciding
factor.

“It’s something that would
draw me more into downtown
Danville,” he said.

Free WiFi is available at the
Danville Library, which gets the

second highest wireless use of all
libraries in the county. It can be
accessed on personal computers
with a wireless card.

“I definitely see a lot of lap-
top users. We’ve gotten a lot of
positive feedback,” said Danville
branch librarian Seng Lovan.

The Town Council is having a
goal-setting session in February
and Andersen said the topic of
WiFi may be included.

“It’s something I think we will
continue to revisit,” she said. m

Leadership

» Continued from page 6

McNerney said being a freshman
in Congress is challenging because
there is little time in his two-year
term to achieve everything on his
agenda for his constituents.

“I’m on a very short lease,” he
said.

McNerney said he has to develop
personal relationships with his col-
leagues, such as U.S. Rep. Nancy
Pelosi (D., 8th District), who is
Speaker of the House, and commit-
tee chairmen.

“My first year was just a learning
curve,” he said. “I got to find out
who the gatekeepers were.”

He said politicians in
Washington have three paths they
can take. They seek leadership,
which means focusing on advanc-
ing their political party, finding
donors and getting elected. They
go for the gusto by holding press

conferences frequently, publi-
cizing their agendas in a grand
fashion. Or they can focus on a
specialty, such as finance.

McNerney, an engineer and
energy specialist, wanted to spe-
cialize on energy. However, he
found there wasn’t much of a
chance for him to address the
topic in Congress, and he was
assigned to the House Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

“As a freshman, it’s a struggle to
get recognition,” he said.

He noted if one is excited about
an issue, and has a vision to
improve it, this enthusiasm can
spread to others.

“There is a terrific future for us if
we work together,” he said.

The leadership program will
take place each month after the
Exchange Club luncheon for mem-
bers to stay afterward to interview
the guest speaker, focusing on the
qualities of leaders.

—Jordan M. Doronila

Goodhye to a lovely little park

Construction equipment was busy at work this week demolishing the popular mini-park adjacent to
Bridges that was a gift to the community by its founder, Kazuo Sugitani 20 years ago. He came to love
Danville when his son Ryota Sugitani studied at Athenian School in 1985, and built the restaurant and
the park. Ryota Sugitani, who lives in Oregon, now runs the business and is going to build a one-story
retail outlet on the quarter-acre parcel.

Sugitani told the Planning Commission last summer that he wanted to develop his property because
he was paying high taxes on it. He also noted he wanted to be part of Danville’s vision to have the
downtown filled with small local businesses. His proposal keeps a pedestrian-friendly design, includ-
ing landscaping and seating on the corner of Hartz Avenue and Church Street.

TAKE US ALONG

Enjoying scuba in Aruba—and the Weekly

Henry Macias ignored the beauty of Aruba last summer to find out what was going on in

Danville and Alamo.

Take Us Along on your travels and send photos to travel@DanvilleWeekly.com or 315 Diablo
Road, Suite 100, Danville 94526. Be sure to include a daytime telephone number.
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Disney fun

Nina and Victoria Christiansen of Alamo remembered their hometown
paper when visiting Disneyland last summer.
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DiabloViews

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Say it with flowers

uch lovely blossoms, even
S in January. I stopped in at

Alamo Flower Co. the other
day and was delighted by so many
things. The white fluffy stuffed
bears waiting to be delivered with
bouquets for Valentine’s Day and
heart-decorated vases. The tinkling
fountain and the healthy green
plants. The ceiling lights of blue
sky and white clouds.

I wanted to talk to owner Connie
Peterson because I'd heard the shop
has been around for 30 years and
I had two questions: How many
blooms can possibly be purchased
in little oI’ Alamo? And how does a
mom-and-pop shop compete against
the convenient, inexpensive flowers
at Costco and Trader Joe’s? After
talking to Connie, it all makes sense.

Connie attributes their success to
their involvement in the community,
supporting charities and the schools,
and being active in the Alamo
Merchant Professional Association
and Rotary. AMPA sponsors the tree
lighting in the little park, which is
about 20 feet from the flower shop
so it is an integral part in more ways
than one. Alamo Rotary does the
Music and Wine Festival in the fall
in the Alamo Plaza parking lot to
benefit the schools. Even while we
visited, an Alamo resident who was
known to me for her many activities
came in to have flowers sent to an
ailing friend. Of course, she would
go to Connie’s. It all became clear.
It’s a wonderful cycle because, as
Connie noted, “We support the com-
munity, giving back to them for sup-
porting us.”

Connie said Valentine’s Day is
the single biggest day she has, and
she hires extra help to take orders,
put together arrangements and to
deliver them. Many men order flow-
ers ahead of time and pick them up
on their way home, she said, and she
carries Sweet Shop USA chocolates
to include with the flowers. I accept-
ed a few chocolates, contrary to our

TISTRY AT EVERY STEP |

ethics policy, and can personally
vouch for them. Connie surprised
me with the news that Thanksgiving
and Christmas are also huge around
here as people order flowers for their
own homes. This year she filled a
lot of orders for a large arrangement
in the entryway with a coordinating
centerpiece in the dining room.

1 —

Her mother always
had a yard full of
beautiful flowers in
the summertime plus
she grew her own
vegetables.

Then there are flowers for
Mother’s Day, get well wishes,
birthdays, anniversaries, thank
yous, new babies, weddings, funer-
als and Easter. And don’t forget
“just because” flowers; roses are
special anytime. Alamo Flower
Co. also does corporate gifts and
flowers for parties in homes or at
Round Hill Country Club, where it
provides fresh flowers in the dining
room twice a week. Then there are
the proms for San Ramon Valley
and Monte Vista high schools, with
mostly wrist corsages the boys buy
for the girls and the boutonnieres
the girls buy for the boys.

“The kids are delightful,” said
Connie. “They’re so polite. The
juniors come back as seniors and
sometimes come back later if their
girlfriend is still in high school.”

Connie said when she was grow-
ing up in Minnesota, her mother
always had a yard full of beautiful
flowers in the summertime plus she
grew her own vegetables. “In the
winter, she tried to have blooming
houseplants,” Connie recalled. “She
always wanted something blooming

in the house.” When she and Jim
were married, in 1958, the flow-
ers—white daisies—were provided
by her mother and her garden club.
They moved here in 1978 when
Jim, who was in broadcasting, took
a job with the Oakland A’s.

Alamo Flower Co. was started in
1978 but Connie became involved
20 years ago, she said. Before that,
she was an accountant and managed
an office at a car dealership, and was
raising two daughters. “I actually
thought this would be easier,” she
said with a laugh. “More flexible.”
The flower shop moved from the
Courtyard in Alamo to its present
location for more room when the
small center opened nine years ago.

Connie buys their flowers from
the San Francisco Flower Market,
choosing what she wants from its
list. She noted the flower business
is easier in the local climate, rather
than back east where the flowers
have to be shipped in and then
must be protected with thick paper
as they are delivered. She also said
a Web site is mandatory (www.
myfsn.com/alamoflowerco).

I peeked into the backroom, too.
Stunning gerbera daisies were in
large vases awaiting their future in
bouquets. Connie explained these
aren’t the ones grown in gardens—
florists use a variety with thicker
stems for bouquets, plus they stay
fresh longer. She has to be careful
to not overstock so she can keep
everything fresh without discarding
much inventory.

“No one wants to get flowers that
are going to be dead the next day,”
she said.

With the shop open six days a
week throughout the year, perhaps
the flower business is not as easy as
Connie had thought. But she’s sure
found a perfect way to be part of
the Alamo community.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli
can be e-mailed at
editor@DanvilleWeekly.com.
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(925) 249-9611

CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE
CONSULTATION!

Where Resale is always Upscale!!

SNICKERDOODLES

CHILDREN’S & MATERNITY CONSIGNMENT
Going to the Snow??
e We still have lots of Kids Snowsuits!!

Accepting Spring & Easter Consignment

at this time! Gap, Gymboree, Janie &

Jack, Pumpkin Patch &
Boutique brands!

442 Hartz Avenue
Danville, 94526
Mon 10-2, Tues-Sat 10-5
925.820.4956

How to consign: One basket at a time!
Clothes, Shoes, Toys & Room Decor.

Are you paying too
much for COBRA"

Or do you just need individual or group

health coverage at affordable rates? ANE
Call today to save money! 4 Y

Charlene Beasley

Lic#0C26292
Beasley Insurance Services

925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans BlueCross
. of California

as low as &

§3gm

*Based on HealthNet PPO-HSA
plan for singles age 19-29

Free Quote go to www.heasleyinsurance.com

LIFE DOESN’T STAND STILL
AND NEITHER SHOULD

YOUR INVESTMENTS.

Time can affect you as much as your investments. While you can’t stop
change, you can help make sure your investments match your current
circumstances and goals.

Blue Shield
7 of Califomnia
U Nationwide

PacifiCare*

per
month

|§"’i KAISER PERMANENTE,|

Fortunately, doing that may be as easy as meeting with your financial
advisor. A free Portfolio Review from Edward Jones can help identify
where your investments stand in relation to your goals. And help put
time back on your side.

To schedule a complimentary Portfolio Review, call your local
financial advisor today.

Sima A Alefi
Financial Advisor

9260 Alcosta Blvd, Ste B11
San Ramon, CA 94583
: 925-828-9115

Danville,,

W E E KL Yo
Up-to-date news about Danville every day

www.edwardjones.com Member sipc

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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ommunity Pulse

POLICE BULLETIN & LOG

OBITUARIES

POLICE LOG

The Danville Police Department made
the following information available from
its incident summary report:

Sunday, Jan. 6

e \ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on Bobbie
Dr. and Diablo Rd. at 2 a.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on
Windover Dr. at 9:30 a.m.

e VVandalism on Northoak Ct. at 10:23
a.m.

e Drunk in public, arrest, on Railroad
Ave. at 11:45 a.m.

e Vandalism on Kendall Lane at 12:55
p.m.

e Vandalism on Glen Arms Dr. at 3:22
p.m. and 3:45 p.m.

e Vandalism on Everett Dr. at 4:04
p.m.

e Misdemeanor driving under the influ-
ence (DUI), arrest, on Blackhawk
Rd. and Crow Canyon Rd. at
10:56 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 7

e VVandalism on Matadera Ct. at 10:14
a.m.

e |dentity theft on Brightwood Cir. at
11:6 am.

e |dentity theft on St. James Ct. at
12:48 p.m.

e Accident, property damage, on
Hartz Ave. and Railroad Ave. at
1:45 p.m.

e Petty theft on Crestridge Dr. at 1:57
p.m.

e DUI, arrest, on Camino Ramon and
Joaquin Dr. at 3:22 p.m.

e Suspicious subject, arrest, on

Jess M.B. Mosher

Danville resident Jess M.B.
Mosher died peacefully at home
= 4
his  family,
ham radio and ;
gardening. He
also loved fly-
an executive
pilot for Edgar Kaiser (Kaiser
Industries), first in Michigan and
after 1954 in California.
and his wife Diana; daughter Carol
and her husband Dennis Lawrence;
daughter Becky; and granddaughter
Jessica. The family will hold a pri-
that friends set aside special time
to share with their own families.
The family also expresses thanks to
Kaiser Hospice in Martinez where
Danville resident Edythe D.
McLaren passed away in early
December and services were held
Dec. 12. She was predeceased by

Jan. 7 at the
age of 89.

He was born
April 22, 1918.
His loves were | | ¢ =
ing and spent
30 years as

He is survived by his loving wife
of 64 years, Virginia; son John
vate ceremony at some later time.
Instead of flowers, they request
donations may be sent.
Edythe D. McLaren
her husband Harry B. McLaren.
She is survived by three children,

Everett Dr. and Paraiso Dr. at
3:35 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Valley
Creek Lane at 5:33 p.m.

e Suspicious vehicle stop, arrest, on
Camino Ramon at 10:36 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 8

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on
northbound 1-680 off ramp and
Sycamore Valley Rd. at 9:25 a.m.

e Accident, property damage, on
Camino Tassajara and Lawrence
Rd. at 10:20 a.m.

o Petty theft on San Ramon Valley
Blvd. at 11:48 a.m.

e Petty theft on Windward Rd. at 2:58
p.m.

e Accident, property damage, on La
Gonda Way at 3:30 p.m.

e Petty theft on Dubost Ct. at 5:19
p.m.

e Alcohol intoxicated subject on
Railroad Ave. at 8:05 p.m.

e DUI, arrest, on San Ramon Valley
Blvd. at 8:16 p.m.

e Residential burglary on La Questa
Dr. at 11:47 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 9

e \ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on
San Ramon Valley Blvd. and
Sycamore Valley Rd. at 2:05 a.m.

e |dentity theft on San Ramon Valley
Blvd. at 10:39 a.m.

e |dentity theft on Starmont Ct. at
11:40 a.m.

e Credit card fraud on Paraiso Ct. at
11:52 a.m.

e Grand theft on Del Amigo Rd. at

seven grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren.

She received many flowers
throughout her life and would like
any donations in her name to go to
Children’s Hospital Oakland, 647
52nd St., Oakland 94609 or to the
charity of choice.

Brad Lee McWilliams

Brad Lee McWilliams passed
away at his home on Mt. Diablo
Scenic Drive in Danville on Dec. 6
at the age of 40.

He was born Sept. 8, 1967, to
Dean and Barbara McWilliams,
who lived at that time in Gresham,
Ore., but now live in Hidden Oaks
in Danville. He attended schools in
Danville, and worked as a Technical
Services Manager at the family firm
OSI International. He served as a
Certified Recovery Staff Counselor
and was actively involved in local
programs. He was an avid outdoors-
man who loved fly-fishing, back-
packing, mountain climbing, hunt-
ing, camping and skiing. He took
frequent trips to Montana to fish,
and backpacked in the Sierra, includ-
ing climbing Mt. Shasta. He took
great pride in being a conservator of
nature.

He is survived by his parents; his
brother David Thomas McWilliams
and his fiancée Andrea Bourgeois
of San Ramon; his sister Amy
Susan Hess and her husband
Troy of Concord; fiancée Lindsay
Angelelo of Danville; and other

Page 10 ¢ January 18, 2008 e Danville Weekly

BIRTHS & WEDDINGS

Swindler victimizes woman, 82

A con artist allegedly tricked an 82-year-old
woman from Danville into giving him a substantial

amount of money last week.

The victim received a phone call from a man
Wednesday, Jan. 9, who posed as bank security and
asked her to withdraw money from her account to
help catch an employee who was embezzling. She
withdrew the money and met the suspect’s partner at
a parking lot, said police Lt. Mark Williams.

Once they met, he took her money, told her to
remain quiet for five minutes and said he would call
her at 2 p.m. the following day to set up a dummy
account to catch the bank swindler. The next day
came and there was no call. She went to her bank,

POLICE BULLETIN

“Anyone could be a victim of this crime,”

Williams said. “These crimes are geared to seniors

in our community.”
He noted that residents should not give any per-

sonal information over the telephone. Additionally,

suspicious.

and the teller informed the police, reports said.

5:40 p.m.
e Suspicious vehicle stop, arrest, on
Boone Ct. at 6:11 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on
Fostoria Way at 7 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 10

e Auto burglary on Richard Lane at
6:42 a.m.

e Terrorist threats on Camino Amigo at
9:26 a.m.

e Warrant arrest on Fostoria Cir. at
10:43 a.m.

e Petty theft on San Ramon Valley
Blvd. at 12:36 p.m.

o Petty theft, shoplift, arrest, on
Fostoria Way at 2:08 p.m.

¢ Residential burglary on Everett PI. at
3:37 p.m.

relatives in Arizona, Oregon, New
York, Colorado and California;
plus special “Buddy” Mosley, his
companion golden retriever.

A celebration of his life was held
Dec. 14 at San Ramon Valley United
Methodist Church. Donations may
be made to the Meditation Garden at
San Ramon Valley United Methodist
Church, Save Mount Diablo, the
Save Mt. Shasta League, or area
programs of choice.

Sharyn L. Hopkins

Alamo resident Sharyn L.
Hopkins passed away Dec. 13 at
the age of 66. She was born July 5,
1941.

She is survived by her husband,
Arthur “Gene” Hopkins; son Gene
Hopkins and his wife Rita of
Oakland; daughter SteVee Coric
and her husband Angelo Coric of
Walnut Creek; and daughter Shaune
Auzenne and her husband Michael
Auzenne of Burke, Va. Her pride
and joy were her grandchildren and
her great-granddaughter.

Services were held Dec. 14.
Donations may be made in her
memory to Carondelet High School,
1133 Winton Drive in Concord or
De La Salle High School, 1130
Winton Drive, Concord.

Patricia M. Price

Patricia M. Price, a resident of
Danville, died at the age of 68 in her
bed at 3:20 a.m., Friday, Dec. 14.

e Petty theft on Buckeye Lane at 3:41
p.m. and 3:54 p.m.

e Credit card fraud on Edinburgh PI. at
4:14 p.m.

e Suspicious subject, arrest, on San
Ramon Valley Blvd. at 4:24 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on El
Pintado Rd. and El Rio Rd. at
5:10 p.m.

e Petty theft from vehicle on El Pintado
Rd. at 7:18 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 11

e Accident, property damage, on
Crow Canyon Rd. at 8:55 a.m.

e |dentity theft on Mustang Dr. at
10:52 a.m.

e Accident, property damage, on Park
Hill at 1:06 p.m.

She was born May 31, 1939,
in San Leandro to Manuel and
Mary Frades, and attended San
Leandro High. She married her
sweetheart, James T. Price, on Jan.
18, 1959. They raised two daugh-
ters and enjoyed living in many
places throughout the U.S. and
Europe. In 1974, the family settled
in Danville. She loved her family,
her friends, travel, cooking, knit-
ting, reading and laughing.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters and sons-in law: Lori and
Jim Watson, and Cindy and Curt
Kanellis; four grandchildren; neph-
ews and nieces; and her sister-in-
law.

Pierre G. Bouret

Alamo resident Pierre G. Bouret
passed away peacefully at home
with his children by his side Dec.
16 after a brief illness, at the age of
83.

He was born Feb. 15, 1924, in
Burlingame to French immigrants
Leon and Madeline Bouret and
graduated from Burlingame High,
College of San Mateo, and Stanford
University in 1947, with an MBA
in 1949. He served in the U.S.
Army from 1943-46 in Military
Intelligence with the 46th Order
of Battle Team in the Philippines
and Japan, and was awarded the
Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal,
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with a
Bronze Star, WWII Victory Medal.
He also served as a 1st Lieutenant

he said anyone who says they are representing a
financial institution and asking for money is highly

The Danville Police Department is holding an
information forum about these types of crimes and
issues for seniors at Town Meeting Hall at 9 a.m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 12.

“When cases like these are made public, people
come out of the woodwork,” Williams said. “They
initially don’t report them because they are embar-
rassed. These suspects can be real crafty.”

—Jordan M. Doronila

e |dentity theft on Everett Ct. at 2:16
p.m.

e Fraud on San Ramon Valley Blvd. at
3:24 p.m.

e Battery on Tivoli Lane at 8:35 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 12

e DUI, arrest, on Camino Ramon and
El Capitan Dr. at 12:50 a.m.

e Suspicious vehicle stop, arrest, on
Silverwood Ct. at 4:25 a.m.

e Auto burglary on Glen Rd. at 8:01
a.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 3100
block of Stone Valley Rd. at 8:39
a.m.

e Petty theft from vehicle on Celine Ct.
at 5:08 p.m.

in the Army Reserves from 1947-
1954.

He won achievement awards
from Pitney Bowes and Dictaphone
Corp. where he was Western vice
president of Marketing and Major
Accounts. He was also a real estate
broker and a VP at Whitehall-
Parker Securities Inc. in San
Francisco. He was a long time
resident of Alamo and was a char-
ismatic docent at the Blackhawk
Auto Museum; a volunteer at the
Garrett Thrift Shop of John Muir
Medical Center; avid reader; he
spoke French, Spanish, Italian,
Japanese, Tagalog, Mandarin and
Thai; and worked the NY Times
crossword puzzle every day in ink.

He is survived by his wife of
58 years, Marie; children Colleen
Slater of Walnut Creek, Marc
Bouret of Lafayette, and G. Pierre
Bouret of Hanalei, Kauai; daugh-
ters-in-law Theresa Bouret and
Mimsy Bouret; grandchildren, a
great-grandson, and many neph-
ews, nieces, and cousins in the
Bay Area and France. A memo-
rial Mass was celebrated Jan. 5
at St. Isidore Catholic Church in
Danville. Donations may be made
to Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N.
Michigan Ave., FL 17 Chicago, IL
60601.

Deaths, Weddings and Births
are a free editorial service.
Submitted to:

editor@DanvilleWeekly.com
(subject: transitions)
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Seven state propositions on ballot

There are seven state propositions
on the February ballot, but it’s not
as diverse as the number may sound.
Proposition 91 has been abandoned
by its proponents because a similar
measure has already passed. Prop 92
deals with community colleges; Prop 93
revises term limits for state legislators;
and the final four, 94 through 97, are all
part of an Indian gambling package.

There is no campaign associated
with Prop 91. It’s not needed.

We suggest a No vote on Prop 91.

Proposition 92 would dedicate sub-
stantial additional funding to community
colleges, averaging some $300 million
per year for the next three years; reduce
student fees from $20 to $15 per unit;
and make changes in the governing struc-
ture of community colleges that would
have the effect of providing more inde-
pendence and less oversight. Teachers’
unions are split on this issue. Democratic
legislators are split. The state college
and University of California governing
boards oppose it. Each player is defend-
ing his or her own turf in what is seen
as a battle for very limited funds. We
believe that community colleges, includ-
ing our own Diablo Valley College,
provide a vital function in our state. We
also believe that they have often been
neglected in favor of more powerful
interests, including K-12 schools and the
UC and state college systems. The spec-
tacle of well-intentioned educators fight-
ing with each other for limited funds
is a sad one. They all have compelling
stories and real needs. We believe that
the needs of community colleges should
be addressed. However, we don’t like
conducting state budgeting by locking
in formulas through initiatives. In addi-
tion to the general principle, there are
legitimate questions regarding how this
particular formula works. The fact that
we have a state budget deficit estimated
to be in the $14 billion range only rein-
forces our skepticism about any costly

state initiative.

We suggest a No vote on Prop 92.

The initiative with the broadest effect
is 93. Under current law, members of
the state Assembly can serve up to three
two-year terms—for a total of six years.
State senators can serve up to two full
four-year terms—for a maximum of
eight years. Since legislators can serve
in both bodies, maximum legislative
service could be up to 14 years. Under
the terms of Prop 93, legislators would
be allowed to serve a maximum of 12
years in either body or combination of
the two. Because, unfortunately, they
couldn’t resist giving themselves a spe-
cial deal, the measure also provides that
sitting members may serve up to 12
years in their current body, regardless of
past service in either body. This could
extend the terms of some incumbents
well beyond 12 years. We think the
current term-limit system has serious
problems, primarily because assembly
members with a six-year service limit
are barely elected before they must
leave. The result is Assembly speakers
and other leaders with seldom more
than a couple of years’ experience when
they assume their positions. Committee
heads, who guide major policy changes,
have little experience and, in some
cases, may even be newly elected. This
situation produces less informed and
effective legislators and shifts power
to staff and lobbyists who have many
years of experience. Notwithstanding
its special deal for incumbents, this
measure’s basic approach strikes the
right balance between limiting length
of service and providing enough time
for legislators to develop the knowledge
and skills they need to be effective.
Now, if we just had campaign-finance
reform as well, we might create a truly
independent legislature.

We suggest a Yes vote on Prop 93.

Propositions 94, 95, 96 and 97 would
reject gaming deals brokered between

Gov. Schwarzenegger and four Southern
California Indian tribes. The legislative
analyst says the compacts would add to
state revenue something under $200 mil-
lion net each year in the next few years
and generate revenues in the low- to mid-
hundreds of millions until 2030. The
four tribes could add up to 17,000 new
slot machines to the current 60,000-plus
machines statewide. Opponents say the
revenue formula, which determines how
much the state would get, could be eas-
ily manipulated by tribes, the additional
slots represent a massive increase in
gaming—equal to the capacity of more
than a dozen major Las Vegas casinos—
for only the “Big 4” tribes, and there are
labor and environmental exemptions.
Jack O’Connell, state superintendent of
public instruction, and the governor sup-
port the compacts. Among opponents
are California Federation of Teachers
President Marty Hittelman; activ-
ist Dolores Huerta; Lenny Goldberg,
executive director of the progressive
and independent California Tax Reform
Association; and the American Indian
Rights and Resources Organization, an
Indian civil rights group; and some other
tribes. It’s difficult to quantify the lost
revenue that additional Indian gaming
would divert from other businesses that,
unlike Indian casinos, do pay state and
local taxes, or to measure the human
cost of increased problem gambling. A
May 2006 report for the state attorney
general estimated there were at that
time close to a million problem gam-
blers in California. Indian gaming in
California has already passed Las Vegas
in revenue and is headed higher, which
raises the bigger issue of the wisdom
of ever increasing Indian gaming in our
state. But on these propositions, we are
inclined to agree with the doubters and
believe the state could negotiate a better
deal for all Californians.

We suggest a No vote on Props
94-97.

YOUR TURN

The Danville Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues
of local interest. The deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for that Friday’s edition.

Submit Letters to the Editor of up to 250 words to editor@DanvilleWeekly.
com. Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Children of Iraq like this to brighten their lives. The
Dear Editor: little things like this can make such
I really enjoyed the article writ- @ difference and mean a lot to both

ten in the Christmas edition about sides.

Classifieds Sales e-mail:
Ads@DanvilleWeekly.com
Circulation e-mail:
circulation@DanvilleWeekly.com

The Danville Weekly is published every
Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co.,

315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, Danville, reach you. We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable my life as a soldier over here in LTC Felix Boston
CA 94526; (925) 837-8300. content, libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will gener- Iraq. Everyone who read it thought HHC, 2BCT, 101ABN
Mailed at Standard Postage Rate. The ally not be accepted. i j

Da;wille Weekly is mailedgfree to homes y p the piece was very accurate. FOB Liberty

Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of
permission to the Danville Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing
Co. to also publish it online, including in our online archives
and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Dolores Ciardelli, editor,
at 837-8300, ext. 29.

Just to let you know, I have
received four boxes of school
supplies and Beanie Babies from
John Steen from Danville and the
Lafayette-based Marine Corps
League. The young children of
Baghdad will love to get something

and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk,
Diablo and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions
at $30 per year ($50 for two years) are wel-
come from local residents.

APO, AE 09344

P.S. I walked to work while it was
snowing this morning. Who would
think that a place that gets to 140-
plus degrees in the summer, can
produce snow in the winter?

Subscription rate for businesses and for
residents of other communities is $50/year.

© 2007 by Embarcadero Publishing Co.
All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.
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story and photos by Natalie O’Neill

t’s five minutes until recess in Sue Benit’s fourth-

grade classroom at Alamo Elementary—but instead of

restless clock-watching, her students are in a trance.

They’re hunched over notebooks, pencils in hand.

“Everyone knows I'm a daredevil,” a freckle-faced girl

scribbles onto the page.

“The only thing I could see was thick white snow,” another

boy writes.

Younger kids from neighboring classes are filtering out into

the hallways, where footsteps and muffled squeals ring. But

even with the stir outside, only a couple boys near the win-

dow look up from their notebooks.

The class is writing first-person stories about their winter
break, a 30-minute exercise that’s part of the district’s Reading
and Writing Project.

The writing element engages students by letting them chose
the topic they want—then teaches lessons like punctuation,
transitions and prefixes around that topic.

Instead of assigning specific essays on teacher-chosen sub-
jects, the idea is that kids will want to write more if they get to
focus on what interests them.

“When they pick their own topics, they are more invested
in what they are saying,” says project staff developer Kathy
Moore.

And when it comes to reading, the philosophy is that students
will excel if they are allowed to read at their own level—
whether that’s above or below the grade’s average.

“The whole idea is that you are making growth where you
are—not anyone else,” Benit says.

Students are tested for reading ability by answering compre-
hension questions and reading aloud. Teachers categorize books
into reading “levels” and mark them with alphabetical letters to
signify how difficult they are.

School Board Trustee Joan Buchanan says the approach is
successful because it pinpoints students who are having trouble
reading, right off the bat.

“You know right away if little Billy is having a problem,” she
says.

The teaching method originated in New York City, after
founding director Lucy Calkins completed a doctorate about the
differences between how teachers teach writing and how real
writers write.

About eight ago, teachers and administrators began trying
out the program at Sycamore Valley Elementary School. Since
then, initial focus has been on elementary school students in the
San Ramon Valley but the project is now being implemented up
to the high school level.

In Benit’s class, the 9-year-olds are required to spend half an
hour a night doing silent reading at home with the book of their
choice. Parents report that they’ve never seen their kids be so
enthused about reading, she says.

“They’re enjoying it—they’re not spending effort trying to
decode words,” says Buchanan, an advocate of the project.

Getting youth to read at their own level is essential because
tripping over words is daunting and discouraging. It keeps stu-
dents from wanting to read, district staff says.

The style of teaching is new, too, in that it encourages kids
to discuss ideas during read-aloud sessions. Students talk with
partners about plot prediction, imagery, characterization and
vocabulary.

Teachers might say, “What would you do in this situation?
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What do you think the character will do?” or “Who knows what
that word means?”

In general, older methods require students to answer ques-
tions independently after the story, as a way of connecting to
the lesson.

School board trustees honored teachers this week for their
accomplishments using the Reading and Writing Project at
Quail Run Elementary School.

“What I get out of this is an infectious enthusiasm that’s
spreading, and you’re like the incubators,” Trustee Greg Marvel
told the teachers.

In Benit’s room, during a read-aloud session on a recent
Wednesday, she is reading a book about nature. Stacks of other
colorful books frame the reading corner, and poetry hangs on
the walls.

The excerpt she will read next involves a volcano, so she
starts with some plot prediction.

“Now, I want you to turn and talk. When you think of a vol-
cano, what do you think about?”

Cross-legged on the floor, kids turn toward their partners and
ideas start to emerge.

“I think of danger,” one girl says.

“I think of Hawaii,” her partner says.

A boy in sweats raises his hand to share his association.

“I think of my mom’s mind,” he says.

“Why’s that?” Benit asks.

“Because when it gets angry, it erupts,” he says.

Discussion like this serves as a way of connecting the stu-
dents to the lesson.

“You’ve made the connection, then they go, ‘Oh, I get it!”
And you made it more real. They may never say it to the whole
group, but they’ll say it to a buddy,” Benit says.

The Reading and Writing Project aims to help kids “read to
understand,” learn different styles of writing, and use reading to
become better communicators.

“I like that you get to express yourself,” says fourth-grader
Kathryn LaBarbera.

Still, some critics are concerned the method of teaching
doesn’t cater well enough to standardized tests, which are timed
and often involve answering multiple-choice reading comprehen-
sion questions.

The STAR exams, for example, taken by fourth-graders in
California is timed and requires students to write on specific
topics. Fourth-graders who have learned the New York Reading
and Writing approach aren’t always used to having topics cho-
sen for them—or being under time pressure.

Much of what the project is teaching is a curiosity and a
passion for learning—things you can’t test for. Because of this,
some school districts have had trouble showing it is effective.

During a 30 minute writing ses-
sion, fourth-graders work on first
person narratives about any winter
break-related topic they choose.

Alamo Elementary School teacher Sue Benit asks her students to make pred

“How do you show this is working? That’s harder,” Benit
said.

The San Ramon Valley Unified School District staff main-
tains that children who spend more time reading perform better
on standardized tests. Similarly, the more a student practices
writing, the more likely he or she will internalize the structure
and perform well on writing assessments, the district Web site
states.

As an example, Buchanan points to Coyote Creek and
Hidden Valley elementary schools, which fully implemented
the program and have the highest API test scores in the dis-
trict.

In part, this fixation with standardized test scores was trig-
gered by the controversial “No Child Left Behind Act,” passed in
2001. The legislation requires public schools be evaluated with
standardized tests.



STORY

WV IteIonN

Children - and teachers - inspired by
the Reading and Writing Project

ictions about what the author might write on a subject, in between brief stories about nature.

Supporters say it holds schools accountable and that it will
narrow socioeconomic gaps in the quality of education. But
opponents say it encourages teachers to “teach to the test”—
how to regurgitate facts—as opposed to promoting independent
thought, creativity and discussion.

The legislation prompted heated rhetoric about what it means
to learn something—and how to show that.

In the case of the Reading and Writing project, Buchanan
says it does prepare kids for standardized tests—a necessary
hoop to jump. But it also taps into creativity, she says.

“I think any good program should do both. The problem is
you have to balance how much testing is necessary. It’s useless
in many respects ... but the public wants a yardstick,” she says.

Melinda Burgess, who teaches second grade at Alamo
Elementary School, says she likes the program because it meets
the needs of the individual child—but that it’s by no means

perfect.

“It’s not an end all, fix all. There’s no one right way,” she
says.

One thing she misses about the older approach is that there
isn’t as much creative fiction writing in the project, she says.

“They don’t cut loose with the creative writing,” she says,
adding that’s one thing she supplements with the program.

Another concern is that there isn’t enough time in the day for
the project’s method of teaching.

“I’m not a skeptic, but I'm thinking, “What about all of these
other things?””’ Benit says.

During writing sessions, students meet with the teacher indi-
vidually to go over their work. The teacher takes notes detailing
what the child knows and what she is going to teach next.

In Benit’s class, students are thrilled to share their work in
their conferences.

Julia Caulfield
writes about
winning a diving
competition over
winter break.

| : Al
Gillian Hart reads her journal back to herself to listen for places she wants
to edit. She uses a plastic tube to hear herself.

299

“You used the word ‘frolic,
like that.”

The program brings in editing and helps kids learn to use
specifics and description.

“You don’t write about the watermelon, you write about the
seed,” says Benit.

Burgess uses another example.

“A boy might say, ‘I caught a big fish.” But what did it feel
like, what did it smell like?”” she says.

As far as the state and the district are concerned, it’s still up
in the air whether the teaching style will stand the test of time.
Project developers, however, say it’s much more than a trend.

“This is different because it’s not a program—it’s a philoso-
phy. It’s teaching kids how to be able to think,” Moore says. =

Benit says to one student. “I
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PEOPLE & LIFESTYLES IN

OUR COMMUNITY

by Jordan M. Doronila

ords can have
points. Ask any

meaning—or they can have
Scrabble player.

S||H

O/D|D|E

A

X|E

A
L

A simple word formation starting with “shodden” and “deal”

can add “ax” for a combined five words: shodden, deal, axe,

ha and ox. Plus it uses the 8-point letter “x.” These words could
add to a Scrabble player’s score, sealing a victory to win thou-
sands of dollars in a competitive tournament.

But money isn’t the reason Linda Stolow,
64, teaches competitive Scrabble to seniors
in Danville. She wants their brains to be
sharp; she also revels in exposing them to
the complexities and possibilities of word
combinations.

“It’s training your brain not to do the same
old pattern,” said Stolow, who co-owns the
Small Fry Shoppe on Railroad Avenue in
Danville. “You have an infinite amount of
words.”

Scrabble is a word game where players
score points by forming words from individ-
ual lettered tiles on a game board; the words
are formed across and down in a crossword
fashion. Stolow, a certified Scrabble player,
started teaching Scrabble at the Veterans
Memorial Building twice a month in October.
The next Scrabble meeting is at the veterans’
hall on Jan. 29, from 1:30-3 p.m.

“People can drop in,” she said. “We're a
pretty flexible class.”

Four to more than 20 have attended
Stolow’s Scrabble workshops. And seniors
give positive feedback.

“I enjoy the game very much,” said Burt
Bogardus at a class last week. “I have always
enjoyed words. I'll be here next time.”

“T used to play with my husband,” said Mona
Tauchar. “I love it. I love anagrams, crosswords.
I play with a lot words I never heard of.”

Stolow teaches Scrabble rookies the
game’s basic rules and strategies. Some of
them include keeping score, studying 2- and
3-letter words, dictionary words, and maxi-
mizing letter points. She said some good
habits are holding the letter bag over the
board while picking seven tiles to play, so
you can’t see what’s inside.

She also urged players to use letters to cre-
ate as many words as possible on the board
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and not be content with just one.

“You’ve got to see cross connections,” Stolow
said. “That’s what makes your mind work.”

Stolow also tells her students that they can
play in competitive Scrabble tournaments
where they can win prizes, and they can play
online with people from all over the globe
and at all hours of the day or night.

Stolow started playing Scrabble with her
mother at the age of 11 when they were liv-
ing in Boston. She would play when she was
done with her homework and after supper.

“It was my thrill,” she said. “I did it for
many years.”

However, there was a period of time when
high school academics took her away from
the game. Her concentration was focused on
Latin, English, math, Greek history and the
classics at Boston Latin School, the oldest
public school in America known for its rigor-
ous academic program.

“It’s a tough academic experience,” she
said.

Upon graduating, she moved to California
and attended UC San Diego, attaining a
double-major in sociology and writing.

“I came here and became more laidback,”
she said. “I was looking for someplace warm.
It was time to get out of Boston.”

Although she left Massachusetts, she kept
returning to Scrabble. She played in Scrabble
tournaments in Washington, D.C., San Diego
and Portland. She discovered that there were
Scrabble clubs in Boca Rotan in Florida and
Brighton and Lexington in Massachusetts.
She said her highest rating was around 1600.
“Experts” are above 1800, and “super play-
ers” are above 2000.

She said right now she doesn’t want to
channel all her energy into studying and
playing in tourneys.

YIINOHOA ‘N NvaHor

Burt Bogardus scans the Scrabble board to see how many points he can score at the senior Scrabble pro-
gram in the Veterans Memorial Building last week. The program is held twice a month and is facilitated by
Linda Stolow, a certified Scrabble instructor.

“Some of these people study for hours and
hours,” she said. “I don’t have the time.”

Stolow noted that to be at a high level in
Scrabble, one needs to spend an extraordi-
nary amount of time in preparation—just like
an athlete.

She said she is aiming to teach competitive
Scrabble to seniors at least twice a month.
She said Scrabble is what she knows and she
wants to share it with others. She describes
her teaching as “intimate.”

“One has to love the game and love to
teach,” she said. “I’'m very one-on-one. It’s
my goal to make sure they have fun and
exercise their brain.”

“I enjoy getting people interested,” she
added.

Friendships form in tournaments when
players compare each other’s notes after
games.

“Anybody can participate,” Stolow said.
“It’s a game for all ages.” m
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The Wine Guy

BY

GREGORY PEEBLES

Zinfandel now a ‘rock star’

2005 Ridge Zinfandel
“40th Geyserville Vintage”
(Geyserville  Vineyard,
County)

(Prima Vini - Walnut Creek, $32.97)

ith the distinguished Paul
Draper at the helm since
1969, Ridge Vineyards is

synonymous with the production of
“single-site,” “vineyard-designated,”
old vine Zinfandel. A majority of
Ridge’s portfolio is dedicated to this
multifaceted grape. Mr. Draper works
exclusively with vineyards which pro-
duce fruit that combine varietal purity
with a singular sense of place (“ter-
rior”). The Geyserville Vineyard, with
its gravelly loam soil and head trained
vines (most are in excess of 40 years
old; oldest, 120 years), has been a
mainstay in Ridge’s repertoire dating
back to 1966.

Primarily relegated to the production
of cheap, dreadful jug wine for over two
decades starting in the 1960s, Zinfandel
is now a media and consumer darling.
This transformation from *“no-name”
to “rock star” is no more evident than
at annual tastings such as the Paso
Robles Zinfandel Festival or the elbow-

Sonoma

RIDGE 2005
CALIFORNIA
GEYSERVILLE

oY SERVIL
© thie

VINTAGE

77% ZINFANDEL, 17% CARIGNANE, 6% PETITE SIRAH
SONOMA COUNTY 14.6% ALCOHOL BY VOLUME
PRODUCED & BOTTLED BY RIDGE VINEYARDS, INC.

17100 MONTE BELLO ROAD, BOX 1810, CUPERTINO, CA 95015

to-elbow, palate numbing, teeth-stain-
ing experience that is San Francisco’s
multi-day ZAP (Zinfandel Advocates &
Producers) Festival.

The 2005 growing season in greater
Sonoma County coincided with much
higher than average rainfall. In addi-
tion to the early summer rains, aver-
age daily summer temperatures were
warm, but not hot. As a result, one
may expect this wine’s color profile
to be somewhat diluted or pale. To
the contrary, its opulent shades of red,
ruby, garnet and purple are remark-
able.

Having aged a whopping 14 months
in 100 percent American oak barrels (20
percent new), this Zinfandel inundates

the nose and palate with soft wood
tannins. The barrels contribute an omni-
present oak bouquet. Flavors range from
austere red fruit jam to creamy vanilla to
sweet smoke and spice.

Considering the burly blend is
77 percent Zinfandel, 17 percent
Carignane and 6 percent Petite Sirah,
I am disappointed in the excessive role
American oak manages to play and the
subsequent masking of the vastly more
interesting fruit expressions. Yes, it’s a
pretty wine. All the same, it’s a bit
monotonous and short on Zinfandel’s
essential oomph and youthful spirit.

The raspberry-vanilla finish is mar-
velous, moderate in length and very
elegant. This is the wine’s strong suit.

Pull the cork and drink this
Zinfandel now! Cellaring will not be
of much benefit. Serve it with a plat-
ter of mild Italian sausages, sautéed
onions and peppers, accompanied by
grilled polenta topped with a thick
wild mushroom ragu.

Let your palate be the judge...

Have comments or questions about
wine? Gregory Peebles, wine industry

professional and East Bay resident,

can be contacted at
caledoniawine @sbcglobal.net.

OF NOTE

Winners of the American Legion Post 246 Oratorical Competition
were Michaela lee, Niel Malani and George Emmons.

American Legion Post 246
awards three speakers

George Emmons, a senior at California High, was the
winner of this year’s High School Oratorical Competition
held by the American Legion Post 246 of Danville on
Jan. 8. He received a $100 check and a gold medal. Niel
Malani, a junior at Monte Vista High, came in second and
received a $75 check and silver medal; third place was
Michaela Lee, a sophomore from Athenian Upper School,
who received $50 and a bronze medal. They all were given
certificates of participation.

“All the students delivered excellent orations and the
judging was very competitive,” said organizer Ron Roe.

The competition focuses on the U.S. Constitution, with
a prepared oration on some phase of the Constitution fol-
lowed by an assigned topic regarding a specific clause,
section or amendment.

Emmons will now compete in the District 9 contest to be
held at the Danville Veteran’s Hall at 1 p.m., Sunday, Feb.
10. The public is invited.

Real Furniture at

Box Furniture Prices
No Assembly Necessary!

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon

* Upscale Name Brands,
The Latest Trends

* Truckloads of New Items
Daily at Prices You Will Love!

Specializing in the Consignment Sale of
Quality Furniture, Accessories and Jewelry

San Mateo

650-577-8979
1888 S. Norfork

Mtn. View/ Los Altos
650-917-8526
141 El Camino Real

San Rafael

415-456-2765
863 E. Francisco

Saratoga

408-871-8890
600 El Paseo de Saratoga
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FITNESS TOGETHER DANVILLE
1 Client e 1 Trainer » 1 Goal

FITNESS TOGETHER-DANVILLE, |
WHERE FITNESS AND GOURMET
FOOD COME TOGETHER

“Our clients look great in public
because they train in private.”

Voted Best Personal Trainer/Studio

Phone: 925.837.1700 * Fax: 925.837.1715
480-B San Ramon Valley Blvd. ¢ Entrance on Hartz Way across from Burger King
Featuring Food for Fitness by The Chef & Trainer
gregthurston @fitnesstogether.com ¢ www.ftdanville.com

Private Suite Studio ¢ Private Trainer ® Customized Gourmet Meals

is the only FDA* cleared,
non-surgical treatment that contours, shapes
and slims the body by improving cellulite and
reducing circumference.

Experience the only complete non-
surgical alternative to liposuction!

Introductory offer
Lower Abs or Love Handles

*4 treatments for $1200
*optimal results with 4-6 treatments

Cathleen Walker,
Clinical Esthetician
in partnership with Dr. M. Zadik
BodyTech MedSpa for Men & Women

* FDA cleared for temporary reduction of thighs circumferences.

FARMERS

5502 Sunol Boulevard
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Lic # 0F33296
925-588-1225
gschnepple@farmersagent.com

Call For FREE Home, Auto
or Life Insurance Quotes

Gregg Schnepple
Insurance Agent

Farmers gets you back where you belong.
Life « Auto « Home * Business

*Additional professional discounts may apply.

LY OLIGVVETUN TN FUSSE
Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically supervised weight loss program individually designed
for men and women looking to lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients

lose 2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most patients feel great, have no
cravings, and stay highly motivated due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

]umpstart

MEDICINE

Walnut Creek ¢ San Ramon ¢ 925-277-1123 ¢ www.jumpstartmedicine.com
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The PetVetsays...

BY DR. HEIDI

STRAND

Feed bunny grass hay and greens

Q. My daughter got a rabbit for
Christmas and we weren’t sure if
she should see a veterinarian for
regular checkups? We know they’re
not supposed to be kept outdoors,
but her cage has a very strong odor,
especially if we don’t clean it every
day. Is there anything we can do
about the smell?

A. Rabbits don’t need routine vac-
cinations like dogs and cats. But
when you first get a rabbit it is a
good idea to schedule a visit with
a veterinarian who sees bunnies
regularly. That way you will know
the rabbit’s age, weight and gender,
and you have established a relation-
ship with the veterinarian in case
your rabbit becomes ill. They can
also show you the proper technique
for handling the bunny and trim-
ming its nails. The veterinarian will
check the teeth for normal occlu-
sion—sometimes rabbits will need
their teeth trimmed. I would also
recommend you have your rabbit
spayed after she is 4 months of
age. She will be a much better pet
for your daughter without the rag-

ing hormones that can sometimes
make rabbits territorial and nippy.
(The same goes for male rabbits,
too.) Spaying has also been shown
to prevent uterine and mammary
cancer in females.

As for the odor, I would litterbox
train your rabbit as soon as possible.
You can buy a litterbox made just
for rabbits with high sides—some
even go in the corner of the cage.
Put soiled bedding in the litterbox
and keep the rest of the cage clean.
Hopefully your bunny will get the
idea. It is much easier to empty a
small litterbox once or twice daily
than the entire cage. Again, having
rabbits spayed or neutered can cut
down on urine odor and spraying
behavior. Rabbits often spray on
vertical surfaces to mark their terri-
tory. However, at a young age they
are more likely to be simply “miss-
ing the box.” That’s why a litterbox
with high sides is essential.

Make sure you are feeding the
proper diet to your bunny. A diet
consisting solely of rabbit pellets
can lead to decreased water intake

and more concentrated urine—thus
a more concentrated smell. The
best diet for rabbits is grass hay
and greens with a small amount of
fresh vegetables and fruit. Many
people are surprised to learn that
pellets aren’t the best food for pet
rabbits. They were developed for
industry (i.e., meat and laboratory
rabbits) to promote rapid growth
and are extremely concentrated—
not to mention boring to eat! If you
haven’t already, pick up a good
book on keeping rabbits, preferably
one that your daughter can read.
With proper diet and care, your rab-
bit can be a part of your family for
many years.

—Dr. Heidi Strand is a veteri-
narian for the East Bay SPCA in
Dublin. She has lived in the Tri-

Valley for 10 years with her family
and an assortment of four-legged
friends. Questions can be mailed

to 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100,
Danville 94526; or e-mailed to
hstrand @ eastbayspca.org.

Her column runs every other week.

A movie review of what’s N " l“ ﬁ H " M‘ | N Ii

27 Dresses
* % J

Rating: PG-13 for language and mature themes

Run Time: 1 hour, 47 minutes

After all the hoopla of the holidays—when somber fare
rules the silver screen—"“Dresses” is a refreshingly frothy

change of pace.

Thanks to Katherine Heigl, who parlays a little “Knocked
Up” charm into a Meg Ryan-esque quest for her happily-

ever-after.

Its sloppy seconds for perpetual bridesmaid Jane Nichols
(Heigl) who eats, sleeps and breathes the elusive enchant-
ment of weddings. Jane is such a fan that friends and

acquaintances look to her for all manner of arduous nuptial
planning. Consequently it’s always the bridesmaid, never
the bride for an earnest second fiddle who focuses on
everyone else’s happiness at the expense of her own.

To make matters worse this sincere singleton toils in the

taffeta ghetto while nurturing an unhealthy crush on her
clueless but hunky boss George (Edward Burns). Salvation
arrives in the form of Jane’s glamour-puss sister Tess E-

(Malin Akerman), a flighty supermodel who’s just what the
doctor ordered for support and distraction.

At least that was the plan. Tess and George fall head over heels on sight, leaving Jane with a clunky finish
to her knight-in-shining-armor fantasies and yet another invitation to duty as a not-so-merry maid.

Enter classic spoiler Kevin (James Marsden), a cynical New York journalist who meets Jane at a friend’s
wedding (natch) and considers her plight perfect fodder for his popular “Commitments” column. Will
Kevin get more than he bargained for?

There’s absolutely nothing new to this Cinderella story that telegraphs its routine complications with
blithe indifference to its formulaic forerunners. Fortunately the conventional elements are cobbled together
with perky panache, from the quippy sidekick (the irrepressible Judy Greer) to some witty scripting (co-ed
mojito and burrito tasting anybody?) and a hilariously tipsy bar rendering of “Benny and the Jets.”

Heigl is a surprising master of the physical comedy while radiating a girl-next-door appeal that’s hard to
resist, even when packaged with an overdose of winsome window-dressing.

And then there are the dresses, 27 to be exact, frilly testament to the romantic secondary and homage to
the nice girls who don’t always finish last.
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—Jeanne Aufmuth

For more movie reviews or local show times, go to www.DanvilleWeekly.com
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Presenting the Past

BY BEVERLY LANE

Work on the farm was never-ending

By 8l gt
oS RS 8 Pkl

Men threshing the fields near Bollinger around 1901, part of the rigors of farm work.

t the turn of the 20th cen-
A tury, many agricultural

labor-saving devices were
still in the future for San Ramon
Valley farmers and ranchers. In her
book “Footprints in the Soil,” Rose
Peters Emery describes men’s work
on the Peters Ranch.

“For men on the ranch there were
two main lines of work, the rais-
ing of grain and animals, though
plenty of other jobs had to be done.
In both of these divisions the work
varied according to the season of
the year. Spring was the time of
sprouting wheat and baby animals.
Summer was the period of growth.
Fall was harvest and breeding time.
Winter was for hog-butchering
and all those tasks that had been
neglected in the busier seasons,
mainly repairs and construction.”

Draft horses did all their work
until 1918 when Joe Peters bought
the first tractor. Peters himself was
most comfortable with horses.

“In early spring before the sow-
ing of the wheat crop could begin,
the ground had to be tilled,” wrote
Emery. “Papa had a cultivator with
four rows of shares like small shov-
els that sped up the work. He also
had an ordinary plow with one
share that was more maneuverable
to fork around trees. Every year
he plowed the orchard with the
lines for the horse ties in a loop
around his shoulders so his hands
were free to guide the plow by the
handles. A chicken or two followed
behind, happily snapping up the
worms that the plow dug up.”

“We did not irrigate and
California summers are dry,” she
recalled. After seeding, “the sown
field soon sprouted. A faint green
mist spread over the brown hills,
then turning a rich emerald green.
The wheat grew tall and thick in the
hot summer sun.”

“When the harvest was in, a
hired threshing machine and crew
arrived at the farm at a designated
time to do the work. The thresh-
ing was a thrilling sight. A steam
engine with a long, wide revolving
belt powered the machine. When
bundles of hay were fed into the
thresher, a heavy stream of grain
would come pouring out of its side
into the gaping mouth of a gunny
sack. A man stood guard there and
sewed up the filled sacks with a
large needle and twine. They were
then stacked into a huge pile. My
parents must have been thrilled to
see that mountain of wheat! It was
the culmination of a year’s work.”

Similarly, when the hay was
ready, for Rose “the arrival of the
haypress and crew was another
exciting event, more amusing to a
child than any of today’s movies.”

“The men who fed the press had
to be in top physical condition,
like football players, to do such
hard labor. They worked stripped
to the waist and sweating profusely,
feeding big charges of hay into
the maw of the machine, which
clamped them all down in a bale-
sized mold. Another charge was
added and compressed as before,
and another and another until a
complete bale was formed. Wires
were then poked through the slats
in the cage and wrapped around the
bale in several places.”

The bales were then stored either
in the hay barn or in a warehouse
in San Ramon to be kept until
sold. “In winter, when grass in the
pasture grew scarce, the cattle (and
horses) needed some hay as supple-
mentary feed...Papa’s cattle, in fact
all of his animals, were always well
fed.”

The care, breeding and brand-
ing of cattle was an important part
of farming too. Rose wrote, “The

part of the animal growth cycle
that had to do with procreation
and birth in anything bigger than a
chicken must have been carefully
concealed from us girls, for I have
no memories at all of such things.
The twice-yearly cattle roundup,
with the animals jostling in the cor-
ral, was exciting. ... At the roundup,
young males were castrated so they
would develop into steers (beef ani-
mals), not bulls, although of course
we never witnessed that procedure
either.”

Branding, horse care, hog-
slaughtering, cutting and stack-
ing wood were all men’s work.
Of course, Rose’s brothers were
expected to work like men from an
early age. In the slack season there
was fence building, road graveling,
tree grafting and pruning, mending
harness, building a shed or dig-
ging a septic tank. “When I picture
Papa he is always busy - with the
animals or the farm machinery or
working with his sons at all the jobs
that must be done.”

Rose’s father, Jose Pires Azevedo
(called Joe Peters), came from the
Azore Islands in 1872 at age 18.
Like many Portuguese immigrants,
he worked hard and succeeded in
California at many levels. He mar-
ried twice, had 12 children and, at
the urging of his wife, sent three of
them to UC Berkeley. “Footprints
in the Soil” provides illuminating
stories about one family’s life in
the San Ramon Valley.

Source: Rose Peters Emery’s
“Footprints in the Soil, A
Portuguese-Californian
Remembers”, museum archives.
Beverly Lane, a longtime Danville
resident, is curator of the Museum of
the San Ramon Valley and co-author of

“San Ramon Valley: Alamo, Danville,

and San Ramon.”
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925-820-0185
319 Diablo Rd. Ste. 202

GAYLER .
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CL}N S’J_‘RUClj_E“ _JN :' www.gaylerconstruction.com

Lic. #384275

Improving Lives

through
Fine Designs, Remodels & Additions

Advertising Sales Account Executive

The Danville Weekly is seeking a Sales Account Executive to join our
growing team. This position is responsible for driving revenue growth
in our print and online editions by proactively prospecting and qualify-
ing potential new advertising accounts; handling incoming leads for
designated territory or category; and meeting revenue targets.

A background in media sales is a plus. The successful candidate will
have a proven sales record, excellent organization and communication
skills along with a strong ability to build and foster client relationships.
If you can develop strategic creative briefs, marketing plans/propos-
als and are comfortable making cold calls and prospecting, send a
cover letter with salary requirements and resume to: Mary Hantos,
advertising sales manager, mhantos@danvilleweekly.com; The Danville
Weekly, 315 Diablo Road, Ste. 100, Danville, CA 94526; or fax to
925-837-2278. EQE; drug-free workplace.

Danville

W EEIKLY

Wanted:

Reporter for the Danville Weekly

Requirements:

Degree in journalism or related field. Experience in
newspaper writing. Curiosity about the world around
you — especially Danville and Alamo
Desire to work hard while enjoying every minute
Send resume and clips to: editor @ DanvilleWeekly.com
Or
Editor, Danville Weekly
315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, Danville CA 94526

Danville

W EEKLY

www.DanvilleWeekly.com
Owned by Embarcadero Publishing Co.
EOE; drug-free workplace

You Deserve Better.

Tired of being overlooked and
undervalued by your current financial
advisor? We think you deserve better...

* Better service
« Better investment choices
* Better overall satisfaction

If you agree that it’s time for something
better, call today!

Carey Consulting

Wealth Management, Inc.

Carey Consulting Wealth Management, Inc.
Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, MBA
President

1350 Treat Blvd. #390 (Br 2)
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

(925) 937-6385
Fax: (925) 937-6377

Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA,
MBA is a registered
representative with

and securities are o
offered through jamie.carey@Ipl.com
Linsco/Private ledger, www.careyconsulting
(LPL) wealthmanagement.com
Member NASD/SPIC CA Insurance Lic. #0B98802
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Parent photographers

Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com of the best action shot from
your child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember to
include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.

A LOOK AT THE LOCAL SPORTS SCENE

»

WA - . -
Xplosion caps off wins at State Cup

The Mustang Xplosion U10 Girls Division 1 Gold team recently complet-
ed its 2007 soccer season with an outstanding record of 60 wins, three
losses and two ties, scoring an amazing 337 goals (5.18 goals/game) and
surrendering only 51 goals (0.78 goals/game). The Xplosion was 9-0 in
league play and competed in nine tournaments this past year, finishing
with seven tournament championships and twice being finalists. The team
capped off its tournament season with a 7-0 victory in the finals to win the
Northern California State Cup Super Group Championship.

Team members are (back, |-r) Assistant Coach Scott Griffey, Ashley
Arnett, Grace Stewardson, Kylee Hamon, Morgan McGarry, Madison
Griffey, Colby Parker, Head Coach Lenny Lun; (front) Rachel Speros, Kelly
Miller, Sammy Levy, Katie Carr, Sami Lang and Sherilyn Lee.

LR BEES

LT AN

Killer Bees bring buzz to Dick King

The Killer Bees of Mustang Soccer U-10B White won the 2007 Dick
King Tournament against the Alamo Eels. The team is coached by
David Sanghera and Vic Lorenc; members are Sam Anderson, Jonathan
Ambrosio, Shashwat Bhargava, Joshua Dykzeul, Mateen Hirbod, Joseph
Kelly, Alexander Lorenc, Christopher Miklasevich, Spencer Okamoto,
Aaron Sanghera, Arjun Sudeora and Noah Williams.
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Winter Turf continues for U14

Girls Mustang Fury cheer from the sidelines for a penalty kick goal to break the tie in overtime at the
U-14 Winter Turf Invitational at the new Mustang Soccer Complex on Camino Tassajara; the sun sets on
the tournament and the Valley on Saturday afternoon; Mustang Rampage player Cassidy Nicks finds air
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action against Sacramento United Extreme Red on Saturday morning.

Friday, Jan. 18

Men’s Basketball

Monte Vista at Amador, 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball

Monte Vista vs. Amador, 7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer

Monte Vista vs. Granada, 5:45 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 19

Wrestling
Albany Invitational at Albany High, 7 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 21

Men’s Soccer
Monte Vista vs. Deer Valley, 5 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 22

Women’s Basketball

San Ramon Valley vs. Livermore, 7
p.m.

Monte Vista at Foothill, 7 p.m.
Women’s Soccer

San Ramon Valley at Granada, 5:45
p.m.

Monte Vista vs. Cal High, 5:45 p.m.
Wrestling

San Ramon Valley vs. Foothill, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista at DV, 7 p.m.

name
The Mustang U14 Magic won first

o.| place in the Dick King Tournament

PREP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, Jan. 23
Men’s Basketball

San Ramon Valley at Livermore, 7 p.m.

Monte Vista vs. Foothill, 7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer
Monte Vista at Cal High, 5:45 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 24

Women’s Soccer

San Ramon Valley at Cal High, 5:45
p.m.

Monte Vista vs. Livermore, 5:45 p.m.
Wrestling
Monte Vista at Amador, 7 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 25
Men’s Basketball

San Ramon Valley at Monte Vista, 7 p.m.

Women’s Basketball

San Ramon Valley vs. Monte Vista, 7
p.m.

Men’s Soccer
Monte Vista at Livermore, 5:45 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 26

Wrestling
Fairfield Tournament, 7 a.m.

| against the Firebolts, with a final

score 5-0. Magic placed second in the

| Crossroads Championships with the
| finals going into overtime with a final
| thrilling shoot-out against Livermore,

which won 4-3 in sudden death.

Team members are (top, I-r)
Coach Jill McMichael, Brandi Wilson,
Dominique Wilton, Coach Kevin Clark,

| Kendal McMichael, Assistant Coach

Rick Hatton; (middle) Madi Thomas,
Hannah MacDonald, Bridget Hatton,
Amanda Taylor, Jenny Smith, Jamie
Schiller, Nicole Roy, Maria Roberts;
(front) Jennifer Susic, Lauren Clark,
Audrey Dameron, Alex Statley and
Katherine Sharrock.

Tuesday, Jan. 29

Women’s Basketball

San Ramon Valley vs. Amador, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista at Granada, 7 p.m.
Women’s Soccer

San Ramon Valley vs. Foothill, 5:45 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 30

Men’s Basketball
San Ramon Valley at Amador, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Granada, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 31

Women’s Soccer

Monte Vista at Amador, 5:45 p.m.
Wrestling

San Ramon Valley at Livermore, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Foothill, 7 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 1

Men’s Basketball

San Ramon Valley vs. Granada, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista at Cal High, 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball

San Ramon Valley at Granada, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Cal High, 7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer

Monte Vista vs. Amador, 5:45 p.m.



s Calendar

WHAT’'S HAPPENING

Art

High School Artists and Musicians
Pioneer Art Gallery presents an exhibit
of students’ work from local high
schools from Jan. 25-27, at the gal-
lery, 524 Hartz Ave., Danville. This is

a unique opportunity for young artists
to display their work, win awards and
gain recognition.

Surf and Turf Pioneer Art Gallery pres-
ents “Surf and Turf” which runs from
Jan. 18-27, at the Pioneer Art Gallery,
524 Hartz Ave., Danville. A reception will
be held from 4-7 p.m., Saturday, Jan.
19, at the gallery. Call 356-2841.

Auditions

‘School for Scandal’ Role Players wil
host auditions for “School for Scandal”
at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 6, at the
Village Theatre, 233 Front St. and at 7
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 7, at the Oak Hill
Park Community Center, Danville. The
theatre is looking for 11 males, ages
25-60 (may be double cast) and five
females, ages 20-60. Prepare classic
monologue and be familiar with play;
British accent required. For an appoint-
ment, call (510) 865-4740. Call back
will be on Feb. 9.

Women’s A Cappella Chorus
Come join Pride of the Pacific Chorus
in making a joyful noise at 7:30 p.m.,
every Wednesday, at Lynnewood
United Methodist Church, 4444 Black
Ave., Pleasanton. The new chorus

is starting its journey to greatness
under the direction of Dr. Greg Lyne.
Call (209) 830-7444 or visit www.
prideofthepacific.org.

Author Visit

Penny Warner and Simon Wood
Bay Books will host Penny Warner,
author of “The Official Nancy Drew
Handbook,” and Simon Wood, author
of “Paying the Piper,” at 7 p.m., Friday,
Jan. 25, at Bay Books, 2415 San
Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon. Call
855-1524.

Class
Reunions

Monte Vista High School 20 Year
Reunion The Monte Vista High
School Class of 1987 is seeking
members for its 20 year reunion.

The reunion is planned for February
2008. To receive your invitation, e-mail
monte_vista_1987@yahoo.com.

Clubs

Alamo Women’s Club This club will
host Millie Greenberg who will speak
about the empowerment of women
at 11:30 a.m., Wednesday, Jan. 23,
at the Alamo Women'’s Club, 1401
Danville Blvd. Call 837-6548.

American Sewing Guild Start

the year off with inspiration at the
American Sewing Guild’s Decades of
Style Trunk Show from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Saturday, Jan. 26, at Walnut Creek
United Methodist Church, Social Hall,
1543 Sunnyvale Ave., Walnut Creek.
Cost is $5 for memebers, $10 for non-
members. Ten percent discount on
patterns for ASG members. Call 439-
4559 or visit www.asgwalnutcreek.org.

Diablo Bonsai Club This club

will host a workshop on “Formal
Upright Style” from 7:30-9:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 20, at Heather
Farm Garden Center, Upper Room,
1540 Marchbanks Dr., Walnut Creek.
Individual attention will be given to

IN OUR COMMUNITY e

those interested in the art of bonsai.
Call 937-4216.

Diablo Diggers Dance Club The
Diablo Diggers Dance Club meets

five times a year for dinner and danc-
ing with a live band in the Danville or
Walnut Creek area. The club is looking
for a few new members, couples only.
For information, call 938-0316.

Diablo Singles Dance Club Diablo
Singles Dance Club dances regularly
the last Wednesday of the month
from 7:30-10:30 p.m., at the Arts
Education Building, corner of Ygnacio
Valley Road and Wiget Lane, Walnut
Creek. The cost is $7 for members
and $9 for non-members. All are wel-
come. Call 837-2851.

Diablo Valley Fly Fisherman This
club meets at 7 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of every month at Heather
Farm Lakeside Room, 301 N. San
Carlos, Walnut Creek. Guests are
welcome. For information, visit www.
diablovalleyflyfish.org.

Diablo Valley Quilters’ Guild The
Diablo Valley Quilters” Guild meets at
7 p.m., the third Wednesday of each
month at the Danville Congregational
Church, 989 San Ramon Valley Bivd.
Guests are welcome ($2 donation).
Annual membership fee is $30 ($20
for seniors 65+). For information, call
Dianne at 837-1863.

Kiwanis San Ramon Valley The San
Ramon Valley Kiwanis meets from noon-
1:30 p.m., every Thursday, at Round

Hill Country Club, 3169 Roundhill Road,
Alamo. Meetings include networking,
lunch and a guest speaker. For informa-
tion, visit its Web site at www.kiwanis-
srv.org or call 244-1227.

Model RC Boaters Association
The Danville Model RC Boaters
Association seeks new members. To
learn more, call president Rich Mahan
at 785-0421.

Mt. Diablo Genealogical Society
The society meets from 1:15-3 p.m.,
the third Thursday of every month
except August, at the California
Savings Building, Rossmoor Shopping
Center, Tice Valley Blvd. and
Rossmoor Parkway, Walnut Creek.
Guest speakers are at each meeting.

Mt. Diablo Macintosh Users Group
Get questions answered, solutions

for problems, share experiences and
explore new Mac developments. Club
meets at 7:30 p.m., the third Monday
of every month, at the Alamo Safeway
Community Room. For information,
call 837-1111 or 829-5501.

San Ramon Valley Genealogical
This group meets at 10 a.m., on the
third Tuesday of every month (except
August and December), at the Danville
Family History Center, 2949 Stone
Valley Rd., Alamo. The public is wel-
come. Call Ed at 299-0881 or visit
http://arvgensoc/org/index.

San Ramon Valley Republican
Women This club will host a luncheon
with guest speaker, Lores Rizkalla,

at noon, Tuesday, Jan. 22, at the
Crow Canyon Country Club, Danville.
Ms. Rizkalla will speak on “2008:
Republican Women and the Power

to Shape History.” Reservations are
required; contact Sonali at 314-9129
or mcvayall@aol.com.

Valley Stitchers Guild This group
will host, Sandra Ericson, who is a
leading educator in the clothing and
textile field, at 10 a.m., Monday;,

Feb. 4, at Faith Lutheran Church, 50
Woodsworth Lane, Pleasant Hill. Cost
is $5 for the meeting; annual member-
ships are $25. Call Marie at 947-5817.

Concerts

California Symphony Presents
Joyce Yang Van Cliburn Silver
Medalist Joyce Yang reunites with
the California Symphony at 4 p.m.,
Sunday, Jan. 27. and at 7:30 p.m.,

POST CALENDAR

Tuesday, Jan. 29, at the Lesher
Regional Center for the Arts, 1601
Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. Tickets are
$39-59. Call 280-2490 or visit www.
californiasymphony.org.

The Sun Kings Community Concerts
presents “The Sun Kings,” the Beatles
tribute group, at 7 p.m., Saturday,
Feb. 9, at San Ramon Valley High
School, PAC, 501 Danville Bivd.,
Danville. Tickets are $40 for gold seat-
ing, $25 for adults or $10 for students.
Call 229-2710 or visit www.communi-
tyconcerts.com.

Events

2008 O’Neill International
Conference Scholars and devotees
of Eugene O’Neill will come together
at the 2008 O’Neill International
Conference held from June 11-15, at
the Tao House, Danville. Registration
is now open; contact Diane Schinnerer
at 828-0659 or dmdds@aol.com.

Spring Plant Sale Ruth Bancroft
Garden will host a Spring Plant Sale
from 9-11 a.m. for members only and
open to the public from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.,
April 5-12, at the Ruth Bancroft Garden,
1500 Bancroft Rd., Walnut Creek. Visit
www.ruthbancroftgarden.org.

USS Hornet Honors Aerial
Firefighters Aerial firefighters will be
honored at a ceremony at 1 p.m.,
Saturday, Feb. 9, at USS Hornet Aircraft
Carrier, Pier 3, Alameda. The ceremony
will launch a new permanent exhibit

on the history of aerial firefighting in
California. Cost is $6-14. Call (510) 521-
8448 or visit www.uss-hornet.org.

Exhibits

Agriculture for a Century, the
Business of the Valley Museum of
the San Ramon Valley will host the
“Agriculture for a Century, the Business
of the Valley” exhibit from Jan. 22-May
10, at the museum at the corner

of Railroad and Prospect avenues.
Museum hours are from 1-4 p.m.,
Tuesday-Friday and 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Saturday. Admission is free, but dona-
tions are welcome. Call 837-3750.

Contemporary Warrior: Modern
Day Tomb Soldiers Bedford Gallery
will host “Contemporary Warrior:
Modern Day Tomb Soldiers,” an
exhibit of ceramic figures by Chinese
artist, Wanxin Zhang, until March 9,
at the Bedford Gallery, 1601 Civic Dr.,
Walnut Creek. Admission is $3; free
for members. Call 295-1416 or visit
www.bedfordgallery.org.

Fundraisers

10th Hats Off America Red T-Shirt
Run and Walk Hats Off American

will host the 10th annual Red T-shirt
Run and Walk from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Saturday, Feb. 9, at Sycamore Valley
Park, 2101 Holbrook Dr., Danville.
Danville Mayor Candace Andersen will
start the event. Cost is $35; free for vol-
unteers. All runners and volunteers will
receive a red T-shirt and lunch donated
by El Balazo Restaurant. Call 855-1950
or visit www.hatsoffamerica.us.

Annual Crab Feed Come and
support a great cause at Outdoor
Adventure Faire’s Annual Crab Feed
at 5:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 26, at
Charlotte Wood Middle School, 600 El
Capitan Dr., Danville. Tickets are $40
for adults, $25 for children or $350
for a table of 10. Menu includes garlic
bread, salad, pasta, crab and dessert.
The night will include live music and
silent and live auctions. Call Jim at
820-3874 or Pete at 719-1950.

Book Sale Friends of the Danville
Library will host a book sale from
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Friday, Jan. 18, 10

ITEMS AT WWW.DANVILLEWEEKLY.COM
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Diablo Summer and more on exhibhit

“Diablo Summer” is one of the artworks being presented by the
Pioneer Art Gallery in “Surf and Turf,” an art exhibit featuring the
works of Alan Ryall and Catherine Lindberg from Jan. 18-27, at
524 Hartz Ave., Danville. A reception will be held from 4-7 p.m.,
Saturday, Jan. 19, at the gallery. Call 356-2841.

a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 19 and
noon-4 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 20, at
the Danville Library, 400 Front St.
Proceeds will benefit Friends of the
Danville Library. Memberships for the
Friends of the Danville Library will be
available at the door. Call 837-4889.

Dakine Luau and Art Party Mingle
with artists and fellow Hawaiians at
heart at the Dakine Luau and Art Party
from 5-9 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 9, at
the Pioneer Art Gallery, 524 Hartz
Ave., Danville. Enjoy live music, hula
dancing, Polynesian food and a draw-
ing. Proceeds benefit the San Ramon
Valley School District art programs.
Cost is $29 per person; reservations
are due by Jan. 31. Call 876-4985.

Spring 2008 Fashion Show Amador
Valley High School Fashion Club pres-
ents the 2008 Spring Fashion Show at
4 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 23, the Amador
Valley High School Library, 1155
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. The show
includes student models and design-
ers as well as professional designers.
Proceeds will benefit the Hurricane
Katrina and Southern California fire
victims. Tickets are $8 in advance;
$12 at the door; front row seats are
$15 in advance. Call 931-0628.

Super Bowl Sunday Crab Feed
Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley
(VNVDV) will host their annual Super

Bowl Sunday Crab Feed at 1 p.m.,
Sunday, Feb. 3, at the Veterans
Memorial Hall, 400 Hartz Ave., Danville.
Tickets are $40. Door prizes and raffles
will be awarded and the Super Bowl
game will be broadcasted. Proceeds
benefit organizations that VNVDV sup-
ports. Visit www.vnvdv.com.

Health

Achieving Healthy Weight Loss
Danville Library will host a workshop
on “Achieving Healthy Weight Loss”
at 7 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 24, at the
Danville Library, Mt. Diablo Room, 400
Front St. Dr. Nathalie Bera-Miller will
discuss the key ingredients of achiev-
ing and maintaining a healthy weight.
Call 837-4889.

Chef and Trainer Seminar Fitness
Together will host a Chef and Trainer
Seminar from 7:30-8:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Jan. 23, at Fitness
Together Studio, 480 San Ramon
Valley Blvd., Danville. The seminar will
include cooking demos and tips, a
Q&A session on better eating habits
and a discussion about hidden sugar
calories. Call 837-1700.

Mindful Chi Kung Chi Kung is a
moving meditation that integrates

We are a Complete...

Lumber

&
Building Materials Yard

A RICHERT

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton « 925 846 5040

...Since 1976.

o\‘b Sunol Blvd Exit
> 1/4 Mile East
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mind, body and spirit to enhance
health and strengthn the immune sys-
tem. Learn about this system from 10
a.m.-noon, Saturday, Jan. 19, at the
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt
Ave., Walnut Creek. This event is free
for cancer patients, their families and
friends. Call 933-0107.

Kids and Teens

“Peter and the Wolf” Jim Gamble’s
Puppets interpret Prokofiev’s favorite
classic “Peter and the Wolf” from 11
a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 26, at
the Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita
Rd., Pleasanton. Tickets are $10, $14
and $18. Call 931-5361 or visit www.
civicartstickets.org.

‘Amore, Amore!’ Blackhawk
Museum will host “Amore, Amore!”
from 1-4 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 10, at the
Blackhawk Museum, 3700 Blackhawk
Plaza Circle, Danville. Children will
learn about what St. Valentine,
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and
some automobiles have in common.
This event is a free drop-in with paid
museum admission. Call 736-2277.

Hidden Homes Preschool Class
Enroll now for the Hidden Homes
Preschool Class from 10-10:45 a.m.,
Tuesdays, Jan. 22-Feb. 12, at the
Lindsay Wildlife Museum, 1931 First
Ave., Walnut Creek. Cost is $30 for
members, $40 for non-members.
Pre-registration is required; visit www.
wildlife-museum.org.

Winter Story Time Sessions Danville
Library will offer story times from Jan.
28-March 5, in the Danville Library,
Children’s Reading Room, 400 Front
St. Mother Goose Time is for children
ages birth-24 months, at 10:15 a.m.,
Mondays and Tuesdays; Toddler Time
is for children ages 25 months-36
months, at 11:15 a.m., Mondays and
Tuesdays and Preschool Time is for
children 3-5 years old, at 10:15 a.m.,
Wednesdays. Caregivers must attend
with children. Call 837-4889.

Lectures/
Workshops

“The Price of Privilege” The Seven
Hills School will host a lecture with
Madeline Levine, Ph.D., author of
“The Price of Privilege” from 6:45-8:30
p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 6, at Seven
Hills School, 975 N. San Carlos Circle,
Walnut Creek. Cost is $15; educators
are free. Call 974-4981 or visit www.
sevenhillsschool.org.

911 Earth Seminar Gayler
Construction is looking for 250 hom-
eowners who are interested in buying
bulk solar energy systems. The com-
pany will host “911 Earth” seminars on
Jan. 22, Feb. 20 and March 13. For
information, call Wendy at 820-0185
or visit www.gaylerconstruction.com.

Couples and Cancer Come with
your partner for a group discussion

on the impact of cancer on relation-
ships from 6-8 p.m., Tuesday, Jan.
22, at the Wellness Community,

3276 McNutt Ave., Walnut Creek.
Share struggles, solutions, issues and
insights to support your relationship
during and after cancer treatment. Call
933-0107.

Global Financial Issues East Bay
World Affairs Council will host a pro-
gram on “Global Financial Issues”

at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 31, at
Massimo Ristorante, 1604 Locust St.,
Walnut Creek. Cost for the program
only is $8 for members or $10 for
non-members; cost for the dinner and
program is $34 for members or $36
for non-members. For reservations,
call (415) 293-4600 or visit www.itsy-
ourworld.org.

History of Computer Games
Danville Library Foundation will host a
workshop on the “History of Computer
Games” at 7 p.m., Thursday, Feb.

7, at the Danville Library, Mt. Diablo
Room, 400 Front St. This event is free.
Seating is available on a first-come,
first-seated basis. Call 837-4889.

The UPS Store

Sycamore Square
Danville, CA

Your Home Office Away From Home

Shipping

Mailbox Rentals

Color Copies

Business Services

Corporate Accounts

Notary Services

Packaging Services

Passport/ID Photos

Shredding Services

Products and Service Guide
Inquire about our free monthly special offer

696 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Danville, CA 94526

Phone: (925) 838-0052
Fax: (925) 838-4630
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Life Beyond Cancer The Wellness
Community will host a six-week work-
shop designed to help cancer survivors
make the transition from active treat-
ment to life after treatment from 6-8:30
p.m., Jan. 22-Feb. 26, at the Wellness
Community, 3276 McNutt Ave., Walnut
Creek. Call 933-0107.

Web Wizard Database Workshop
Danville Library will host the “Web
Wizard Database” workshop at

6:45 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 16, at the
Danville Library, 400 Front St. This
workshop will help you learn how to
use the library’s online databases for
kids; you will be able to find informa-
tion for school assignments from
home. Space is limited and registra-
tion is required by calling 837-4889.

Wills and Trusts Seminar Tony La
Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation
(ARF) will host a wills and trusts semi-
nar, with guest speaker, Sarah S. Nix,
from 6-7 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 7, at
ARF, 2890 Mitchell Dr., Walnut Creek.
This event is free, but reservations are
required by calling 296-3103.

Literary Events

Applications Available for Student
Days High school students in Contra
Costa County are invited to apply to
participate in the 2008 Student Days,
a program that offers professional
training in drama, art, photography
and writing, at the Eugene O’Neill’s
Tao House in Danville. The program
begins on March 5 with workshops
on art; March 6 will focus on drama;
March 12 with workshops on photog-
raphy, and March 13 with workshops
on writing. Applications are available
by calling 820-1818 or visiting www.
myspace.com/eugeneoneill; applica-
tions are due by Feb. 15.

Live Music

Brazilian Guitar Quartet Brazilian
Guitar Quartet is one of the world’s
leading guitar ensembles and will per-
form at 7 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 20, at the
Grand Theatre Center for the Arts, 715
Central Ave., Tracy. Tickets are $30,
$35, $40, $45 and $55. Call (209) 831-
6858 or visit www.atthegrand.org.

Miscellaneous

The Energy Primer for Kids The
Energy Primer for Kids is a 25-page
booklet of simple facts pertaining to
current energy issues and is useful
for adults that are evaluating energy
related claims of politicians. For a free
copy, write to Synergy Institute, P.O.
Box 561, San Ramon, CA 94583. A
speaker is available for groups wishing
to hear about the global warming pro-
paganda. Call 837-7612.

Vista Grande Alternative Program
Annual Orientation The Vista Grande
Continuous Progress Alternative
Program will host its annual orientation
meeting at 7 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 7, at
at Vista Grande Elementary School, in
the school’s multi-purpose room, 667
Diablo Rd., Danville. Learn more about
the program and pick up the 2008/09
kindergarten class. Call 362-4098.

On Stage

‘Bus Stop’ Classic American play in
which a mixed bag of bus passen-
gers (and strangers) are stranded in a
1950s Topeka diner in a snowstorm.
“Bus Stop” plays at 8 p.m., Friday-
Saturday and at 2 p.m., Sunday, Jan.
18-Feb. 9, at the Village Theatre, 233
Front St., Danville. Tickets are $22-25,
$15 for students and groups of 10 or
more. Call 820-1278 or visit www.dan-
villetheatre.com.

‘The Heat Is On’ An explosive the-
atrical concert based on the life of
Rita Hayworth, “The Heat Is On” will
start at 8 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2,

at the Dougherty Valley Performing
Arts Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San
Ramon. Tickets are $35. Call 973-
3372 or visit www.sanramonperform-
ingarts.com.

‘Wigged Out!’ Hair on Stage presents
“Wigged Out!” playing until June 21,

at Hair on Stage, 520 San Ramon
Valley Blvd., Danville. The box office is
open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-
Saturday. Call 855-SHOW (855-7469)
or visit www.wiggedout.org.

Company C Contemporary Ballet
Company C Contemporary Ballet will
perform a repertoire by David Parsons,
Antony Tudor, Alexandre Proia and
Artistic Director Charles Anderson at

8 p.m., Friday, Jan. 25, at the Lesher
Regional Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic
Dr., Walnut Creek. Tickets are $40 for
adults, $25 for students and seniors.
Visit www.companycballet.org.

Late Nite Catechism San Ramon
Performing Arts presents “Late Night
Catechism” at 2 p.m., Sundays,

until Jan. 27, at the Dougherty Valley
Performing Arts Center, 10550 Albion
Rd., San Ramon. Tickets are $25. Call
973-3372 or visit www.sanramonper-
formingarts.com.

The Second City “One Nation
Under Blog” The Second City
presents “One Nation Under Blog”
from 8-10 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2, at
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd.,
Pleasanton. Tickets are $20, $25 and
$30. The show is appropriate for adult
audiences. For tickets, call 931-3444
or visit www.civicartstickets.org.

Political Notes

Democratic Presidential Campaign
Forum Tri Valley Democratic Club
will host a Democratic Presidential
Campaign Forum from 7-9 p.m.,
Monday, Jan. 21, at IBEW 595 Union
Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy., Dublin.
Clinton, Edwards, Kucinich and
Obama campaign representatives will
address the club. This event is free
and the public is invited. Wheelchair
accessible and refreshments will be
served. Call 831-8355 or visit www.
trivalleydems.com.

Seniors

Golden Crane Chinese New Year
The Golden Crane Senior group will be
celebrating the Chinese New Year on
Monday, Jan. 28, at the San Ramon
Senior Center, 9300 Alcosta Blvd. Join
the celebration with food and good
cheer as we bring in the year of the
rat. Cost is $4. E-mail jadragnfly@
yahoo.com.

HICAP Appointments The Health
Insurance Counseling Advocacy
Program (HICAP) offers its services free
to anyone on Medicare or at least 60
years old with questions about health
insurance coverage. Appointments are
available the second Wednesday and
the fourth Tuesday of every month by
appointment; call 314-3400.

Prime Time Prime Time for sea-
soned citizens meets from 9 a.m.-1
p.m., every Tuesday, at Community
Presbyterian Church, 222 W. El
Pintado, Danville. Activities include line
dancing, English handbells, ceramics,
wood carving and more. A home-
cooked meal is served at noon for
$4. Rides are provided by County
Connection Link for $3.50 round trip;
call Gloria at 837-5229. For informa-
tion, call 820-6387.

Senior Sneaker Trips Town of
Danville hosts Senior Sneaker Trips
to different attractions throughout the
area. For a list of dates, go to the
Danville Community Center at 420
Front St., call 314-3400 or visit www.
ci.danville.ca.us.

Seniors Program Danville Veterans’
Memorial Hall Lounge hosts a senior
drop-in program from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, at Veterans’ Memorial
Hall, 400 Front St., Danville. Activities
include playing cards and board
games, visit with friends and meet
new people. Call 314-3400.

Spiritual

A Silent Retreat San Damiano will
host a silent retreat on “Giving Our
Hearts to God” with guest speaker,
Paula D’Arcy, author of “Gift of the

Red Bird” and “When People Grieve”
from Friday-Sunday, Jan. 25-27,

at San Damiano, 710 Highland Dr.,
Danville. Cost is $220 for a private
room, $190 for a shared room. Call
837-9141, ext. 315.

Family Candlelight Rosary St.
Isidore Church will host a Family
Candlelight Rosary at 7:30 p.m.,
Friday, Jan. 25, at the church, 440 La
Gonda Way, Danville. Singing sensa-
tion Diana Nagy will be the soloist. A
dessert reception and babysitting will
be provided. Call 552-8002 or visit
www.st-isidore-danville.org.

Martin Luther King Convocation for
World Peace An interfaith peace ser-
vice with speakers from Hindu, Muslim,
Jewish and Christian traditions will take
place at 7:30 p.m., Monday, Jan. 21, at
the Wesley Center, San Ramon Valley
United Methodist Church, 902 Danville
Blvd., Alamo. The public is invited to
pray together and work for peace. Call
837-5243.

Support Groups

Addiction Counseling Narconon
offers free counseling, assessments
and referrals to centers nationwide

to families in need of drug or alcohol
addiction help. Call (800) 468-6933 or
visit www.stopaddiction.com.

American Chronic Pain
Association The ACPA group meets
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. every second
and fourth Monday at the Community
Presbyterian Church Library at 222 W.
El Pintado Rd., Danville.

Bipolar Support Group The Tri-
Valley Support Group provides free
peer support for people with mood
disorders. It meets from 7:15-8:45
p.m., every Wednesday, at St. Clare’s
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard
Road, Pleasanton. Call 560-0842

Blue Star Moms California Blue

Star Moms is a support group for
families of members of the U.S. Armed
Forces. It meets at 7 p.m., the second
Wednesday of the month, at the Danville
Veterans Hall, 400 Hartz Ave. Call Peggy
at 866-7035 or Patty at 838-9096 or
visit www.bluestarmoms.org.

Man to Man Prostate Cancer San
Ramon Regional Medical Center
offers “Man to Man Prostate Cancer
Support Group” from 7:30-9 p.m., the
second Tuesday of every month, at
San Ramon Regional Medical Center,
South Building, West Day Room, 7777
Norris Canyon Road. Call 933-0107.

Volunteering

Blackhawk Museum Docent
Training If you are interested in
becoming a much appreciated part of
the Blackhawk Museum family while
contributing to your community, mak-
ing new friends, learning new things,
and having fun, become a docent! Call
736-2280, ext. 238.

California Independent Film
Festival Association Support the
Arts in the Tri-Valley by joining the
California Independent Film Festival
Association. The donation of the
membership will support independent
film events. For information, visit www.
caindiefest.com.

CCI Volunteer Puppy Raising
Program Canine Companions for
Independence (CCl) are looking for
special volunteers interested in rais-
ing a CCl puppy for 15-18 months
and are now accepting applications.
For information, call 1-800-572-BARK
(572-2275) or visit www.cci.org.

Child Abuse Prevention Council
The Contra Costa County Child Abuse
Prevention Council needs volunteer
speakers for the community education
program. Volunteers must complete a
mandatory 24-hour speaker’s training
course. For information, call 946-9961.

Contra Costa Academy of Fine Art
The academy seeks new volunteers
and members to help with tasks
ranging from bookkeeping to recruit-
ing instructors. The group meets
noon-1 p.m., the second Friday of the
month at Richard’s Art & Craft Store,
225 Alamo Plaza, Alamo. Call Beth
Batchelor at 837-5654.
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Bulletin
mBoard

Piano Lessons
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

155 Pets

Miniature Long Hair Dauschund

One female chocolate dapple, nine
weeks old, AKC registered, all shots
given. $800 Call 209-613-7457

115 Announcements

$8 Prescription Eyeglasses
Custom made to your prescription,
stylish plastic or metal frame,
Highindex, UV protection, antiscratch
lens, case, lenscloth for only $8. Also
available: Rimless, Titanium, Children's,
Bifocals, Progressives, Suntints,
ARcoating, etc. http://ZENNIOPTICAL.
COM (AAN CAN)

Considering Adoption?

We match Birthmothers with Families
nationwide. Living Expenses Paid.
Toll Free 24/7 Abby's One True Gift
Adoptions. 1-866-459-3369. (Cal-SCAN)

Pregnant? Considering Adoption
Talk with caring agency specializing in
matching Birthmothers with Families
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID.
Call 24/7 Abby's One True Gift
Adoptions 866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)

Writers Wanted

The Academy for Alternative Journalism,
established by papers like this one
to promote diversity in the alterna-
tive press, seeks talented journalists
and students (college seniors and up)
for a paid summer writing program
at Northwestern University's Medill
School of Journalism. The eight-week
program (June 22 - August 17, 2008)
aims to recruit talented candidates
from diverse backgrounds and train
them in alt-weekly style feature writing.
Ten participants will be chosen and
paid $3,000 plus housing and travel
allowances. For information and an
application visit http://aaj.aan.org. You
may also email us at altacademy@
northwestern.edu. Applications must be
postmarked by February 8, 2008.
Northwestern Universityis an equal oppor-
tunity educator and employer. (AAN CAN)

Betty L. Runnels, MFT Pain Mgmt
Hacienda School Open Houses

Pain Management Psychotherapy
Parent/Teacher Class, BLR, MFT

mFor Sale

SOFA SECTIONAL
Brown/tan/black chenile fabric, 4 piece
sectional with 2 recliner sections and
one chaise. Less than 2 years old, great
condition. Approx. 10 ft. long. Please
email for more info.

201 Autos/Trucks/

Parts

$1000 Gift
Donate Car! IRS Deduction, Any
Condition, Lost Title OK, help Kids.
Espanol 1-888-548-4543.
(Cal-SCAN)

$500 Police Impounds

Cars from $500! Tax repos, US Marshal
andIRSsales!Cars, trucks, SUVs, Toyotas,
Hondas, Chevya ™s, more! For listings,
call 1-800-298-4150 xC107. (AAN CAN)

Donate Vehicle

Running or not accepted! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Noahs Arc - Support No
Kill Shelters, Animal Rights, Research
to Advance Veterinary Treatments and
Cures. 1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car

Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save A
Child’s Life Through Research & Support!
Free Vacation Package. Fast, Easy &
Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-0615.
(Cal-SCAN)

BMW 1991 850i

Run upto 175mph. 105K mls, V-12 gets
16 city and 21 hwy. XLNT cond. 20"
MOMO wheels. Must See. Must Sell.
(775) 846-2277

130 Classes &
Instruction

Media Make-Up Artists
earn up to $500/day for television, CD/
videos, film, fashion. One week course
in Los Angeles while building portfolio.
Brochure 310-364-0665 http://www.
MediaMakeupArtists.com
(AAN CAN)

Danville Boot Camp for Women
Discover YOUR Inner Athlete! Outdoor
Exercise Class Women of all fitness lev-
els. lhr/day, 3,4,5 day/wk. 457-4587
ContraCostaBootCamp.com
TUTORING BY
CREDENTIALED TEACHER

Algebra and Geometry
Call Vicki 925-846-4241

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES
Try something new for Winter!
Call Bennetta Heaton
(925) 820-1169
~ located in Danville ~

LEARN TO SING & PERFORM !
Voice Studio of Cherie Michael
Call 925-462-4419
for further information and to reserve
your weekly lessons.

MUSIC CLASSES - NOW ENROLLING !
MUSIC CLASSES FOR ALL AGES!

Chevrolet 2002 Venture - $8,700

Pace Arrow 1989 Motor HOme -
$13,0000B0

Whirlpool Washer & Dryer - $250.00
Whirlpool Washer and GAS Dryer - $250

White table w/ two arm chairs -
$200.00

The Feldenkrais Method

Explore a proven Method for natural
pain relief, lifetime fitness and vitality.
Overcome back, neck, shoulder and
joint pain. Significant and visible results
in just a few sessions. Improve coordina-
tion, break through to your next level
of performance in golf, tennis, run-
ning or any other activity. http://www.
SensibleMovement.com. Office in Walnut
Creek. 18 years in business. Tancha
McKnight 510-638-3346

425 Health Services
Do You Have Bad Breath?

We can help. Send for our FREE
GUIDE to revolutionary new treatment.
THERABREATH OFFER-C 1750 N
Highland Hollywood CA 90038
http://WWW.STOPHALITOSIS.COM
(AAN CAN)

445 Music Classes

245 Miscellaneous

Sawmills for Sale

From only $2,990 - Convert your Logs To
Valuable Lumber with your own Norwood
portable band sawmill. Log skidders
also available. www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/300N FREE Information: 1-800-
578-1363 - x300-N. (Cal-SCAN)

3 youth disneyland costumes - $60.00
Beautiful Silver Fox Fur Coat - $1999
Craftsman table saw - $75 obo

FENDI Buckled Shoulder Bag - 138
Lose Weight Fast - $164.95

STEEL BLDGS

260 Sports &
Exercise Equipment

Monarck 827E Exercise Bike
Monarck 827E Exercise Bike, Heavy
Duty/Great Condition, $95.00 OBO,
925 743 8549

fogster.com
Kid's
m Stuff

210 Garage/Estate

Sales

Menlo Park, 1441 Modoc Ave, Jan
11- Jan 20, 6-9

Mercedes 4dr 70" 2K; SVHs Cameras
$120 ea.,HP Pavillion 8235nr Notebook
pc $1350. 650.521.0454

Pleasanton, 3649 Dunsmuir Circle, Jan
19, 9-12noon

Pleasanton, Vbc - 7106 Johnson Dr.,
Sat. Feb.2nd 7AM-12:30PM

215 Collectibles &
Antiques

Coffee Mill, Pepper Mill & Spice - $89
Garantied Forged Grinder - $39

Hood's Sarsaparilla bottle - $28
Olympic Pins - $3

345 Tutoring/
Lessons

High School Math Tutor

High school math tutoring, also
SAT |, ACT, and SAT Subject Matter
Math Il exam. One-on-one only.
Former teacher, California credential.
925-462-3807

355 Items for Sale

disneyland youth costumes

Mind
m& Body

Piano Lessons For All Ages
Professional piano teacher accepts
new students of all ages. Beginners

to advanced. Call Marzena Jones

Let's discover the joy of music!

455 Personal Training
One-2-One Pilates

550 Business

Opportunities

A Cash Cow!

All-cash vending business. You approve
locations. Entire Business - $10,970.
Hurry! 1-800-836-3464. (Cal-SCAN)

All Cash Candy Route

“Be Your Own Boss”. 30 Machines and
Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 880
Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY. 1-888-625-
2405. (Cal-SCAN)

America’s Favorite Coffee

Dist. Guaranteed accounts. Multi Billion
S Industry. Unlimited profit potential.
Free information 24/7. 1-800-729-4212.
(Cal-SCAN)

Bartenders Needed:

Looking for part/full time bartenders.
Several positions available. No expe-
rience required. With hourly wages
and tips make up to $300 per shift.
Call (800) 806-0082 ext. 200. (AAN CAN)

Data Entry Processors
Needed! Earn $3,500-55,000 weekly
working from home! Guaranteed
paychecks! No experience necessary!
Positions available today! Register
online now!
http://www.BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN)

mJobs

500 Help Wanted

Ambitious? Tired of Trading Time 4
$887?

Earn Executive Level Income w/o the
stress. Call 800-470-4876.

Assistant to the Webmaster

We are looking for an energetic person
to assist the IT and Online Services
department fulfill our project commit-
ments. You'd work on our team pro-
viding administrative support for our
local web sites and operations, doing
tasks such as inventory, report gen-
eration and posting of Web pages.
Ideal candidates would be computer
literate and a fast learner to a variety
of tasks. HTML experience is a plus.
This entry-level, parttime position
(approx. 16-20 hours) would work
out of our downtown Palo Alto office.
Students needing to work around school
schedules are welcome to apply. While
this is an ‘85" Monday through Friday
position, it is flexible to the right can-
didate to work around the candidate’s
other commitments. Telecommuting
is NOT an option for this position.
Submit letter, resume and hours
you are available by e-mail to web-
master@embarcaderopublishing.com.

CPA Tax Pro a “ Part Time
Small Walnut Creek firm needs part-time
tax professional. .

Tax preparation. QuickBooksA®
accounting. Lacerte software.
Flexible hours. Email Glenn at

Cpa4Hire@Pacbell.net

NANNIES NEEDED!!
Awesome Positions! No Fee!
$13-18/hr
A Nanny Connection
925-743-0587
www.nannyconnection.com

partylite birthday cake candle - $25.00
Precious Moments 1979-2000
Precious Moments 9”

240 Furnishings/
Household items

Beige leather loveseat and chair - $550
Candles - $15

Cherry Armoire - $200.00

Custom Coffee Table - $300

Sewing Machine,Viking Designer 2 -
$1,950

Signed Print - $7

420 Healing/

Bodywork

REIKI

Energy work to promote healing,relieve
pain,create a meditative state. Great
for cancer patients. Messages MAY be
received from the other side. $70 hr.
925/699-4403.

fogster.com

Part Time Real Estate Admin
AssistantPleasanton agent looking
for part time assistant. Flexible hours,
no benefits. Typically 10 to 30 hours
per week. Requirements: Ability to
type, some knowledge of computers
including MS word/excel, pleasant
personality, strong organization skills.
Prefer local applicants. Real Estate
experience is nice, but not essential.
Pay $15 - $20 per hour to start.

Fax a letter of introduction and/or
a resume (not required) to (925)
396-6180

Government Jobs

Earn $12 to $48 per hour. Benefits, paid
training, homeland security, law enforce-
ment, administrative, clerical, office,
accounting, finance, wildlife, more! 1-
800-320-9353 x2001.

Help Wanted
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. Start Immediately.
No Experience Necessary. 1-800-405-
7619 ext. 150 http://www.easywork-
greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Home Refund Jobs!

Earn $3,500-$5000 weekly processing
company refunds online! Guaranteed
paychecks! No experience needed!
Positions available today! Register
online now! http://www.RebateWork.
com . (AAN CAN)

Make $150/Hour
Get Paid Cash for Your Opinion! Earn $5
to $75 to fill our simple surveys online.
Start NOW! http://www.paidchoice.com
(AAN CAN)

Movie Extras, Actors, Models!
Make $100-$300/day. No Experience
Required, Meet celebrities, Full Time/
Part Time, All looks needed! Call Now!

1-800-556-6103. extension 528

(AAN CAN)

Mystery Shoppers

Get paid to shop! Retail/Dining establish-
ments need undercover clients to judge
quality/customer service. Earn up to $70
a day. Call 800-901-9370 (AAN CAN)

Outdoor Youth Counselor
Make more than a living. Make a
difference. Immediate job
opportunities at Eckerd outdoor thera-
peutic programs in NC, TN, GA, FL, VT,
NH and RI. Year-round residential posi-
tion, free room & board, competitive
salary/ benefits. Info and apply online:
http://www.eckerdyouth.org. Or
fax resume to Career Advisor/AN,
727-442-5911. EOE/DFWP (AAN CAN)

Post Office Jobs Available
Avg. Pay $20/Hour or $57K annually
including Federal Benefits and OT. Paid
Training, Vacations. PT/FT. 1-866-616-
7019 USWA (AAN CAN)

560 Employment
Information

Awesome First Job!

Now hiring motivated sharp individuals to
work and travel entire USA. Paid training.
Transportation, lodging furnished. Call
today, Start today. 1-877-646-5050.
(Cal-SCAN)

Dedicated Lane Team Drivers
New! Needed ASAP! Earn $1.06/mile.
Weekly hometime. Med/Den/401k.
S1K sign-on bonus. Pre-Qualify Now.
1-800-559-5965. *Hazmat & 1yr OTR
Required. (Cal-SCAN)
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Driver

Don't Just Start Your Career, Start It
Right! Company Sponsored CDL training
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have CDL?
Tuition Reimbursement! www.JoinCRST.
com 1-800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN)

Credit Repair!
Erase bad credit legally. Money back
warranty, FREE& consultation & infor-
mation: 1-866-410-7676 http://www.
nationalcreditbuilders.com
(AAN CAN)

Driver - CDL Training

S0 down, financing by Central
Refrigerated. Drive for Central, earn
up to $40k+ 1st year! 1-800-587-0029
x4779. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net
(Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services

7 Mistakes People Make

in Hiring an Accident lawyer. Toll Free
Recorded Message Reveals All. Call
800-853-9315 Today! (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Call Today!

Bonus and Paid Orientation. 36-43 cpm
Earn over $1000 weekly. Excellent
Benefits. Class A and 3 months recent
OTR required. 800-635-8669. (Cal-
SCAN)

Drivers - Regional Runs

Van and Flatbed. Ask about qualifying for
5 raises in a year! No exp? CDL Training
available. Tuition reimbursement. 866-
4379364 www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Electrician Apprentices

Hands-on experience as an electrician in
appliances, power generation and light-
ing. No experience necessary. Under
age 34 w/H.S. diploma. Call 1-800-345-
6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Looking for CDL Drivers

with 5+ years of experience. Your week-
ly pay is based on a rising scale of .36
-41 per mile. McKELVEY 1-800-410-
6255. (Cal-SCAN)

Business
m Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS?
Over 18 years experience in all
aspects of bookkeeping.

No job too big or too small!
Call Linda at 925-918-2233

605 Antiques & Art
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”
Antique Furniture
Restoration &
Repair
925-462-0383

Impeccable Quality &
Integrity of Workmanship

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

A Pet Sitting Service
Licensed & Bonded
Serving Pleasanton/Dublin

sbnbart@comeast.net
Nicki Bartels

0 925.989.4586 \

House Calls Pet Sit/Dog Walk
Winter Get-Away Don't leave
your pet(s) out in the cold!

Ski Worry Free knowing your pets
and home are in good hands.
housecalls4pet.com
(925)328-0500

Home
m Services

719 Remodeling/
Additions

N (925) 989.3809
HEIER

CA LIC#837402

Construction
Additions/Remodeling
Plumbing/Electrical
30+ year Tri-Valley resident
www.HeierConstruction.com

fogster.com

Real
mE state

726 Decor & Drapery

CHANGING SPACES
by Jill Denton
Interior Redesign, Staging,
Design & Color Consultations.
www.jilldenton.com
(925) 998-7747

737 Fences & Gates

803 Dlex

Dublin, 2 BR/1.5 BA

Fabulous & Freshly Painted 2 Bedroom,
1.5 Bathroom Duplex nestled in a tree-
lined neighborhood of Dublin. CWP (510)
3526310

“Unsurpassed Quality ot Reasonable Prices”
Insurance Work
FREE

426-9620 i
Estimates

www.bargfence.com
Fully nsvred PL & PD. « Sue L #171763

748 Gardening/

Landscaping
COMPLETE YARD MAINTENANCE
& LANDSCAPING
Tree Service & Clean-Up
Good References Available
Reasonable Rates/Free Estimates
Serving No. Calif. since 1984
925-768-4528

VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING
Cement, Brickwork, Sod &
Sprinkler Installation,

Fence & Deck Repair,
Waterfalls & Fountains
~ All Driveways S8 sq ft ~
Call 925-285-3891
licensed & bonded
www.valleygreenlandscaping.com

703 Concrete

DANVILLE CONCRETE
Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk,
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall.

Any concrete finishing
(925) 736-8042

715 Cleaning

Services

#1 For Homes, Apts & Offices
SARA'S CLEANING SERVICE
~ Professional & Affordable ~
Free Est/Supplies/Lic#071380
$25 off 1st & 2nd cleaning
Call (925) 339-2193

615 Computers
FAST-TEKS ON-SITE

COMPUTER SERVICE

* We Come Directly To You

* Repairs * Upgrades * Networking
 \lirus & Spyware Removal
« Serving the tri-valley area

925-875-1911
Fast’;9‘§tekS°

On-Site Computer VServices

www.local.fastteks.com/trivalley

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

2007 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"

2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook

"l Make House Calls!"
Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p
Lic #011068 - PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

624 Financial

$700,-$800,000 Free Cash Grant
PROGRAMS-2007!, Personal bills,
School, Business/Housing. Approx.
$49 billion unclaimed 2006! Almost
Everyone Qualifies! Live Operators

1-800-592-0362 Ext. 235. (AAN CAN)

$Cash$
Immediate Cash for Structured
Settlements, Annuities, Law Suits,
Inheritance, Mortgage Notes & Cash
Flows. J.G. WENTWORTH #1
1-800-794-7310. (AAN CAN)

A+/ ISABEL'S HOUSECLEANING
Local business since 1980
Residential is our specialty

925-846-9603

Better Maid
Service
« Residential Cleaning
—-Weekly/Biweekly
« Carpet Cleaning

» Window Cleaning
» Power Wash

(925) 485-1563

Licensed/Insured/Workers Comp

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE
Res/Com - 10 Yrs Local Exp
Move In/Out, Weekly, Bi-weekly
Licensed - Insured - Bonded
925-339-6411 or 640-3845

Housekeeper Needed
Housekeeper needed for Pleasanton
Home 18 hours per week. Pay $300/
week. Duties: Laundry, Cleaning,
Experience. (925) 484 2045.

fogster.com

WISTERIA GARDEN DESIGN
is a quality design Co. serving CCC
for 16 yrs. We provide Custom
Landscape Designs, Planting Plans
& Hrly Consultations. CONTACT OUR
OFFICE AT 925-935-3105

751 General
Contracting

LR Builders

Experienced 18+ vyears licensed
contractor offering fee estimates &
consulting for your projects small
or large in the Tri-Valley area.
*Kitchen & Bath Remodels *New
Construction *Maintenance/
Repairs *Additions *Window & Door
Replacement *Tile Installation *Decks
*Trellises, Arbors, Gazebos *Fences
and Repairs *Interlocking Pavers
*Concrete Work *Retaining Walls
*Tenant Improvements * Plumbing
Services. Excellent references. Call
Luis at 925-484-4198. www.builtb-
ylrbuilders.com. Fully bonded and
insured. #782990

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

BRITANNIA PAINTING

Interior ¢ Exterior
Cabinets, Kitchens & Bath

FREE ESTIMATES / GREAT REFERENCES!

925-361-7239

Satisfaction Guaranteed Lic #546713

PERFECTION
Painting & Wallpapering
Free Estimates & Low Rates
(925) 485-3545 or 699-5800
CA Lic# 040142

‘e

“ 6 Furry Friends

Pet Sitting Services

Trained professional, daily visits,
basic home care, reliable & caring.

Accommodating B . . -
Healthy and Serving .Pl&l.fﬂﬂfOﬂ / %zwrmarf Only
Special Needs ~ Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Pets Registered Veterinary Nurse
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809 Shared Housing/

Rooms

All Areas - Roommates.com

Browse hundreds of online listings with
photos and maps. Find your room-
mate with a click of the mouse! Visit:
www.Roommates.com. (AAN  CAN)

Danville, 1 BR/1 BA

Private master suite in townhouse.
Close to Blackhawk Plaza. Rent includes
utilities, maid service every two weeks,
shared garage, washer and dryer priv-
iliges. Females only please. Must not
be allegic to cats. please call Becky
925-648-7308.

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

AZ Land Bargains

5 to 80 acres, lowest possible prices.
EZ terms. Call AZLR for free recorded
message. 1-888-547-4926. (Cal-SCAN)

Bank Foreclosures!

Homes from $10,000! 1-3 bedroom
available! HUD, Repos, REOs, etc.
These homes must sell! For listings, call
1-800-425-1620 ext. H107. (AAN CAN)

Bulk Land Sale

40 acres - $39,900. Moses Lake,
Washington. Priced for quick sale.
Beautiful land, interesting topography,
good views & setting, abundant wildlife.
Surveyed on maintained road. Financing
available. Call WALR 1-866-585-5687.
(Cal-SCAN)

Closeout Sale - 36 Acres

$29,900. Price is drastically reduced by
motivated seller. Beautiful setting with
fresh mountain air. Abundant wildlife.
Secluded with good access. Financing
available. Eureka Springs Ranch is
offered by AZLR. ADWR report avail. Call
1-877-301-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico Sacrifice!

140 acres was $149,900, Now Only
$69,900. Amazing 6000 ft. elevation.
Incredible mountain views. Mature tree
cover. Power and year round roads.
Excellent financing. Priced for quick
sale. Call NML and R, Inc. 1-888-204-
9760. (Cal-SCAN)

Priced for Quick Sale

Nevada 5 acres - $19,900. Beautiful
building site with electric and county
maintained roads. 360 degree views.
Great recreational  opportunities.
Financing available. Call now! 1-877-
349-0822. (Cal-SCAN)

825 Homes/Condos

for Sale
Danville, 3 BR/2 BA - $789000

Pleasanton, 3 BR/2.5 BA

Priced $20,000 below market! Move-
in ready, spacious 1,434 sq. ft. three-
bedroom home in a great neighbor-
hood, just minutes from award-win-
ning schools, Downtown Pleasanton
and the Livermore Wine Country. The
nice private backyard with gardens
and patio is great for entertaining.
The large family room is open and airy
with soaring ceilings and includes a
wet bar. Maple cabinetry throughout.
In addition to the two spacious guest-
rooms, the homea ™s master suite is
nicely laid out with two walk-in closets
and a balcony overlooking the private
neighborhood park. Open Houses:
Sunday 1/20 and 1/27 1lpm-4pm.
Cristin Kiper Sanchez, Hometown
GMAC Real Estate (925)426-3863.

San Ramon, 4 BR/3 BA - $999999

840 Vacation

Rentals/Time Shares

RedWeek.com

#1 Timeshare Marketplace. Rent, buy,
sell, reviews, New full-service exchange!
Compare prices at 5000+ resorts.
B4U do anything timeshare, visit www.
RedWeek.com, consider options. (Cal-
SCAN)

Tired of Fees?

Call www.BuyATimeshare.com to sell,
rent or buy a timeshare. Get free info
today and get cash at closing. Call Now!
1-877-868-1931. (Cal-SCAN)

CONDO AT INCLINE / NORTH TAHOE
After a great day of skiing at one of
the many nearby ski resorts, kick back
in this roomy, comfy, cozy 3Bd/2Ba
condo. (925) 484-0316

No phone
number in the ad?
GO TO

fogster.com

for contact
information

River Access Retreat

Washington. 6 AC - $49,900. 15 AC -
Old farm building, $89,900. Incredible
land and gorgeous setting. Limited avail-
able. EZ Terms. Call WALR 1-866-836-
9152. (Cal-SCAN)

Southern Colorado Ranch

Sale 35 Acres- $29,900. Spectacular
Rocky Mountain Views Year round
access, elec/tele included. Excellent
Financing available w/low down pay-
ment. Call Red Creek Land Co. Today!
1-866-696-5263 x3469. (Cal-SCAN)

Stop Renting!

Government and bank foreclosures!
S0 to low down! No credit check ok.
Call now! 1-800-454-8939. (AAN CAN)

Utah Ranch Dispersal

Newly Released Acreage. 40 AC only
$29,900. Dramatic views of Uinta
Mountains. Great recreational area.
Close to conveniences. Offered by moti-
vated seller. Limited available. EZ Terms.
Call UTLR 1-888-693-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real
Estate Services

UCB Real Estate
PR,

[ N
Ed Antenucci

owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I'll Listen!
Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience &
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686

ed@homeinsider.com

b=
>

fogster.com

L1/

PET OF THE WEEK

HSNY NISNVH INIg3HLYI

Relax ith Sammy

Meet Sammy. This mellow fellow is a 5-year-old, neu-
tered male Bernese Mountain Dog/Golden Retriever mix
with a friendly, easy-going personality. Sammy is relaxed
with just about everyone including other dogs, cats and
kids. He enjoys going for walks and he loves treats.
Sammy weighs 65 pounds and he has a thick gold and
white coat. Sammy has hip dysplasia so he should have
only moderate exercise. To meet Sammy and obtain more
information about his hip dysplasia, contact the Tri-Valley
SPCA, 4651 Gleason Drive in Dublin. It’s open from 1 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Wed. and Thurs. and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri. to
Sun. Call 479-9670. Visit www.eastbayspca.org for pho-
tos of other pets that are available for adoption.



s Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

10 1V H

This week’s data represents
homes sold during December
2007

Alamo

1374 Danville Boulevard M.
Ganzberger to Jone Trust for
$639,000

25 Golden Grass Court
Davidon Homes to C. Swany
for $2,197,000

121 High Eagle Road Shaw
Trust to M. & P. Cooke for
$1,475,000

Danville

22 Channi Court Shapell
Industries to E. Karuppiah for
$492,000

26 Channi Court Shapell
Industries to G. Chan for
$501,500

126 Channi Loop Shapell
Industries to G. Chan for
$501,500

153 Channi Loop Shapell
Industries to S. Shadic for
$460,500

184 Channi Loop Shapell
Industries to E. & C. Delarosa
for $456,000

188 Channi Loop Shapell
Industries to W. Chu for
$465,500

192 Channi Loop Shapell
Industries to F. Lau for
$502,000

292 Channi Loop Shapell
Industries to X. Tang for
$464,000

296 Channi Loop Shapell
Industries to S. & B. Kim for
$502,000

2024 Colmar Street KB
Homes to B. Huang for
$840,000

3357 Deer Hollow Drive
Bailey Trust to Smoot Trust for
$2,200,000

3007 East Griffon Street
Shapell Industries to Y. Chen
for $900,000

3011 East Griffon Street
Shapell Industries to T. & J.
Lloyd for $1,113,000

3017 East Griffon Street
Shapell Industries to J. Singer
for $702,000

3039 East Griffon Street
Shapell Industries to B. Li for
$1,102,000

3057 East Griffon Street
Shapell Industries to R. & C.
Dauth for $1,303,000

3060 East Griffon Street
Shapell Industries to B. & B.
Kassar for $1,142,000

3066 East Griffon Street
Shapell Industries to R. & A.
Romhanyi for $1,036,500
3072 East Griffon Street
Shapell Industries to E. & A.
Zhang for $1,060,000

67 Feather River Court P.
Fry to P. & B. Freeland for
$1,100,000

851 Griffon Court Shapell
Industries to K. & M. King for
$1,098,500

5 Lodgehill Court Patry Trust
to K. & J. Sebree for $845,000
2122 Lusitano Street Shapell
Industries to A. Chen for
$849,500

2200 Lusitano Street Shapell
Industries to J. Park for
$725,000

63 Marques Court Giriffith
Trust to A. Puccinelli for
$557,500

27 Marques Place US Bank
to M. Gohl for $490,000

3173 Martingale Street
Ponderosa Homes to L.
Berwick for $1,312,000

3191 Martingale Street
Ponderosa Homes to R. & H.
Chua for $1,071,000

516 Quivira Court G. &

S. Hebert to Patry Trust for
$1,135,000

Source: California REsource

108 Shadow Creek Court
J. & S. Gill to A. Tafaghodi for
$882,000

Walnut Creek

3142 Lippizaner Lane R.
Johnson to Moylan Trust for
$720,000

3031 Mayhew Court Bennetts
Trust to B. & A. Pennington for
$393,000

420 North Civic Drive #406
A. Kononovich to J. Shiller for
$430,000

2700 Oak Road #28 P.
Shannon to T. Trueblood for
$294,500

2431 Olympic Boulevard
Gideon Trust to L. & J.
Deslippe for $536,500

4521 Terra Granada Drive
#1A Watt Trust to Kotzebue
Trust for $625,000

1840 Tice Creek Drive #2329
Dooley Trust to Deome Trust
for $590,000

1304 Walden Road #244
Washington Mutual Bank to
ECM Limited for $325,000
1246 Walker Avenue #205 A.
Pollock to F. & L. Haswell for
$225,000

2117 Ward Drive J. Pomerantz
to D. Meyers for $615,000

641 Wiget Lane Discovery
Builders to T. Sandoval for
$1,630,000

642 Wimbledon Road
Herrington Trust to Jewel Trust
for $870,000

2893 Ptarmigan Drive #1
Lubkin Trust to Ferguson Trust
for $383,000

2225 Ptarmigan Drive #2
Stephens Trust to M. & D. Artist
for $520,000

2705 Saklan Indian Drive #7
R. Davis to Coxeter Trust for
$720,000

2403 Stirrup Court Taylor
Trust to H. White for $871,500
85 Sun Valley Drive Bump
Trust to M. & K. Lasky for
$505,000

1532 Sunnyvale Avenue
#2 Ccrd Limited to E. & E.
Tolentino for $314,500

1552 Sunnyvale Avenue
Ccrd Limited to J. Boxley for
$279,500

i i i i \
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This week’s data represents homes sold during December 2007

Walnut Creek

Total sales reported: 19
Lowest sale reported:

Danville

Total sales reported: 30
Lowest sale reported:

Alamo

Total sales reported: 3
Lowest sale reported:

$639,000 $456,000 $225,000

Highest sale reported: Highest sale reported: Highest sale reported:
$2,197,000 $2,200,000 $1,630,000

Average sales reported: Average sales reported: Average sales reported:
$1,437,000 $860,300 $570,921

..The Combs Team ..

Professionals You Can

Count on!
Call Joe and Nancy

925-989-6086
Nancy P. Combs Visit www.thecombsteam.com
24 Hour Free Audio Tour (866) 374-0607

West Side Alamo 3.72 acres

Joe Combs

Gated Estate Property
in West Side Alamo
Updated $2,239,000

Four bedroom with Guest Home,
pool and incredible views. Pending
$2,179,000

AL AMO 7788 Woodren Ct. $678,888
Sat 1-4 Re/Max 580-8011
3 Bedrooms 6023 Hillbrook PI. $748,888
101 East St $969,000 SN 14 Coldwell Banker 784-3068
20 [ 5 7823 Crossridge Rd. $779,000
Sun 1:50-4:50__ Alain Pinel 989-2989  §un 1:30-4:30 Hometown GMAC  997-3411
3 peorons 2Bedrooms |
2 Bedrooms
421 Garden Creek PI. $519,950 1847 Harms Dr $649.900
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883 Sun 4-4 Alain Pinel 462—7,653
3 Bodrooms
3 Bedrooms
842 Matadera Cir. $1,282,888 .
Sat/Sun 1-4  Keller Williams 260-2508 2809 Whitney Dr. $614,500
200 Alicante PL. $1,325,000 Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3863
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 855-6410
2651 Finley Rd. $3,700,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams J60-8883 marstlewood Dr. $2,350,000
4677 Helpert Ct. 689,950
1 s raen Dr $1.200000 SN 14 Keller Williams 463-0436
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams d60-gags 3730 CroftersCt. $799,000
308 Sunset Dr. $1,249,000 946 Madeira D 879.0
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883 6 Madeira Dr. $879,000
405 Skycrest Dr. $4,965,000 Sun 1-4 i A_|I|ed Brokers 846-3755
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883 3645 Dunsmuir Cir. $949,000
Sun 1:30-4 Alain Pinel 998-9747
(5 Bodrooms
5 Bedrooms
39 Green Gables Ct. $1,899,000
; : R A 8330 Moller Ranch Dr. $1,598,888
Sat/Sun 1-4 Prudential CA 876-6575 SaySun 1-4 Re/Max £80-8011
SAN RAMON 5725 Ohana PI. $1,999,995
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 846-6500
2 Bedrooms
9024 Craydon Cir. _ . $220,000 LIVERM 0 RE
Sat/Sun 1-4  UCB / Brian Wright 417-7138
D U B Ll N 5075 Erica Wy. $524,950
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 463-0436
4 Bedrooms 6608 T|ffany Cmn. $549,000
10762 Inspiration Cir. $1,028,000 U114 Hometown GMAC __ 963-8322
Sun i-4 AainPrel " 883-1121
8035 Holanda Ln. $569,000 1642 Feld t.
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 5778510  Sotmum ot Alain Pine KL
6974 Prince Dr. $639,000
Sun 1-4 Tri-Valley Realtors 270-9000

Danville Sycamore

=

Beautifully updated single story on large
lot on cul de sac Street. 4 bedroom,
3 car garage, and pool. Price $875,000

Prime West Side Danville Location.
Updated 3 bed and 3 bath with an office.
Mostly flat lot with view. Priced to sell
$1,450,000

Read Joe and Nancy’s Real Estate
Column in Alive East Bay Magazine

2 REMIX
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N |s it time to refinance
to a fixed rate loan?

.\

-

If you have an adjustable rate mortgage, we have a question for you: Are
you comfortable with where interest rates have been heading? If not, to-
day’s fixed rates are still historically low, and a Countrywide® Bank FSB
fixed-rate home loan could be right for you.

We’re on your side and in your neighborhood. So if the stability of a fixed
monthly payment sounds appealing to you, don’t wait another day—qgive
me a call today.

Countrywide-
BANK FSB
Jim Black

Prefered Relationship Lending Team
925-285-4898 Cell and Best
925-314-7010 Direct Wk
1-866-410-3089 Direct Fax
James_Black@countrywide.com
www.meefjimblack.com

Peter Johnson

Prefered Relationship Lending Team
925-314-7011 - Direct Office
925-788-9394 - Cell

866-905-8753 - E-Fax
peter_m_johnson@countrywide.com

Cory Slattengren

Prefered Relationship Lending Team
Production Assistant; Team “Black”
925-314-7012 - Office
866-905-8749 - Fax
925-683-0644 - Cell

7 Railroad Avenue Danville, CA 94526

Start 2008 out right! Take advantage of a complimentary Blended
Rate Analysis and Free Credit Report by applying before Jan 25th!




