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Sandy, Chris & Stephen
Team009.com

2217 2nd St • Livermore, CA 
Team009@firsthorizon.com 

925.449.1275
All loans subject to approval. Certain restrictions may apply. First Horizon Construction Lending is a division of  First Tennessee Bank National Association. Member FDIC © 2008 First Horizon National Corporation.

LivermoreWalnut Creek

Mark Vanderveen
500 Ygnacio Valley Rd, Ste 190

Walnut Creek, CA 94596
mvanderveen@firsthorizon.com

925.944.3136

Is Construction 
In Your Future?

Whether you are looking to remodel a room, add an additional floor 
or build from the ground up, we can help you finance your dreams. 

Let us show you how you can achieve this goal.

San Mateo
650-577-8979
1888 S. Norfork 

Mtn. View/ Los Altos
650-917-8526

141 El Camino Real

Saratoga
408-871-8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

San Rafael
415-456-2765
863 E. Francisco 

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon
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…INTO THE JEWELRY YOU HAVE 
ALWAYS DREAMED OF!

181 Market Place
San Ramon

925-830-9130

OUR DESIGNERS WILL TURN YOUR OLD 
JEWELRY PIECES...

1600 #B Contra Costa Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

925-685-2943

www.jewelsmiths.com

        This Grüner
doesn’t  have me leaping
in my lederhosen
—a scary image, even

on my best day!

”
“

—Gregory Peebles, The Wine Guy

Read the Wine Guy every other week

in the Danville Weekly or online at

www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Streetwise
A S K E D  I N  D A N V I L L E  S Q U A R E

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Prospector Square in Danville has received the Architectural Design Award from the 
Town of Danville, and the Gold Nugget Award from PCBC and Builder magazine. 
Residents also give it a thumbs-up. Photo by Chris Scott/www.calsportsphoto.com. 
Cover design by Lili Cao.
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That teenagers are up on the gossip and want 
to be Britney Spears. Well, before she lost it. 
I don’t want to be any of those celebrities. I’d 
rather be who I am now.

Olivia Miyashiro
employee of Round Table Pizza

Teenagers aren’t lazy. Now, I mean, teenagers 
with all this technology—they can’t be lazy. 
They are listening to their iPod, doing their 
homework, talking on the phone and texting. 
People say we’re a more distracted culture—
well, duh! We don’t have time to be lazy.

Elliott Perrings 
student at Diablo Valley College

I think it’s that people think we’re always self-
ish all the time. We actually do think about 
other people. I care for my parents and stuff. 
And my siblings. I don’t always do selfish 
things.

Trevor Ryan
student

That we suck at driving, when we’re really 
good because they let us drive to school. 
We’re better at driving than old people. We’re 
more responsible than some people. Like 
middle-schoolers and elementary school kids. 
And like people in jail.

Kevin Porta
student 

A lot of times they see us as people who goof 
off and don’t care. I agree it does seem like 
that a lot of the time. But we do care. Maybe 
what’s important to (us) isn’t important to 
the people who are judging (us). The people 
we know are the most important thing. The 
impression you make on people is what’s 
gonna last.

Brandon McKinney
student and guitarist

What do you think is the 
biggest misconception people 
have about teenagers?

Q:
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AAUW looking for scholars
 The Danville-Alamo branch of the 
American Association of University Women 
is offering scholarships to local women. 
Applicants must have graduated from San 
Ramon Valley Unified School District or 
resided in the district when attending a pri-
vate school. Applicants must be a college 
junior or higher as of September 2008, at 
an accredited four-year college or university. 
Graduate students may also apply.
 Applicants will be evaluated on the basis 
of scholarship, educational goal, financial 
need and campus or community involve-
ment. Completed scholarship applications 
must be postmarked by April 1. Applications 
are online at www.aauw-da.org.

Danville Community Band  
to perform in Blackhawk
 The 85-member Danville Community 
Band, led by music director and conductor 
Lawrence Anderson and newly appointed 
associate director Robert Calonico, will 
present two concerts in Blackhawk this 
spring.
 “Sounds of the Sixties,” at the Blackhawk 
Museum at 2 p.m., Sunday, March 2, will 
feature familiar tunes including selections 
from “Man of LaMancha” and “The Sound 
of Music,” nostalgic music from popular 
sit-coms, the Beatles “Yellow Submarine,” 
Herb Alpert hits, “Feelings,” “People” and 
much more. The Vivaldi Piccolo Concerto 
with soloist Heather Anderson will highlight 
this family event, being held in conjunction 
with the museum’s “Sixties” exhibit. Concert 
is free with museum admission. 
 Then the band will present music from 
“Bach to the Beatles” with a sumptuous 
dinner at the Blackhawk Country Club 
Lakeside Ballroom on Sunday, April 13. The 
event will begin at 5:30 p.m.; a no-host bar 
will open at 6 p.m.; dinner is at 7:30 p.m. 
The dinner and concert cost $50, and last 
year it sold out. For reservations, call 736-
650, ext. 0. 

San Ramon chamber honors 
Superintendent Kessler
 The San Ramon Chamber of Commerce 
named Rob Kessler, superintendent of the 
San Ramon Valley Unified School District 
since 1995, as Educator of the Year for his 
role in cultivating “a superior school dis-
trict.” Kessler has overseen major growth 
in the district’s schools, most notably the 
Dougherty Valley schools east of San 
Ramon, plus has helped to pass three tax 
measures supporting schools.
 Under Kessler’s leadership and vision, 
SRVUSD has become one of the best 
school districts in California, with award 
winning schools and teachers. The cham-
ber noted that people and families move to 
San Ramon and surrounding communities 
to benefit from the strong education system 
Kessler has established.
 The Community Award Winners were 
announced at the chamber’s recent Night 
of Stars gala.

Enjoy the snow at Mount 
Diablo 
 Weather forecasts say cold and precipita-
tion will continue making Mt. Diablo State 
Park a snowy play land.
 Hikers and others who want to enjoy the 
snow can park at the Junction Ranger Station 
at Mt. Diablo State Park. They cannot drive up 
further due to the snowy weather, park ranger 
Carl Neilson said Tuesday. 
 Junction Ranger Station is at the 2,200-
foot-level of Mount Diablo, where South Gate 
and North Gate roads meet. Neilson said 
Mt. Diablo State Park started getting snow 
Monday morning and more fell Tuesday. He 
expected to see scattered showers and per-
haps some snow for the rest of the week, 
according to weather forecasts. 
 Neilson urged hikers to dress warmly, wear 
gloves, head protection and jackets. 
 “Be definitely prepared for the conditions up 
there,” he said. “People are welcome to walk 
at higher elevations.” 
 He noted the park closes at sunset, which 
is currently 5:20 p.m. For more information 
about hiking at Mt. Diablo State Park, call 
837-0904. 

Corrections The Weekly desires to correct all significant errors. To request a correction, call the editor at (925) 837-8300 or 
e-mail: editor@DanvilleWeekly.com

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ The nail was 
disgusting. I just 

gasped and I called 
my husband.

”—Kristin Lineberry, the mother of three 
children who found a nail in a loaf of bread. 

See story, page 5.

N E W S F R O N T

ompassionate therapy 

for change, helping 

you move from merely 

surviving to thriving.

C

145 East Prospect Ave Ste 218 | Danville | 925-648-4941

Dr. Sara Denman
Licensed Psychologist | PSY19808

Areas of Dr. Denman’s expertise include, but are not limited to: 
parenting challenges, eating issues, substance abuse, 

anxiety, depression, past and present trauma, life changes, 
and all forms of PTSD including Veterans.

Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically supervised weight loss program individually designed 
for men and women looking to lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients 

lose 2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most patients feel great, have no 
cravings, and stay highly motivated due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

Jumpstart Your Weight LossJumpstart Your Weight Loss

LIFE DOESN’T STAND STILL
AND NEITHER SHOULD
YOUR INVESTMENTS.
Time can affect you as much as your investments. While you can’t stop 
change, you can help make sure your investments match your current 
circumstances and goals. 

Fortunately, doing that may be as easy as meeting with your financial 
advisor. A free Portfolio Review from Edward Jones can help identify 
where your investments stand in relation to your goals. And help put 
time back on your side. 

To schedule a complimentary Portfolio Review, call your local  
financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPCSima A Alefi
Financial Advisor

9260 Alcosta Blvd, Ste B11
San Ramon, CA 94583
925-828-9115

This late afternoon photo from 2006 shows March snow on 
a picnic table on Mount Diablo.

JOE CHRISTIANSON

www.pascalcafe.com
Monday-Saturday 6:00-3:00 p.m. ~ Sunday 7:00-3:00 p.m.

155 Railroad Ave., Danville ~ 925.838.7349

EATING LIGHTER?
COME ENJOY A HEALTHY BREAKFAST, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE SOUP, 
OR A FRESH SALAD

French Café & Bakery

Voted Best 
French Restaurant



by Jordan M. Doronila

H undreds of high school 
students and fifth-graders 
teamed up in Danville to 

create and explore new and excit-
ing scientific ideas last week.
 The Monte Vista High School 
Science Alliance held its annual 
Hot Chocolate Extravaganza for 
high school mentors and their fifth-
grade buddies last Friday at the 
school’s small gym. Approximately 

150 high school students and 150 
fifth-graders from the San Ramon 
Valley Unified School District 
worked together and explored a 
broad range of scientific topics.
 In the program, the high school 
students mentor fifth-graders 
and help stimulate their interest 
in science.
 “It’s exciting because you 
learn a lot,” said Justin Chen, 
a fifth-grader at John Baldwin 
Elementary School. “I’m learn-

ing about mold growth.”
 “It’s fun,” said Stacey Hsi, a 
Monte Vista junior. “I like being 
able to work with them on their 
projects.”
 The topics ranged from the 
number of earthworms used for 
plant growth, liquids affecting the 
composition of metal density, rac-
ing cars, a hovercraft and testing 
bone density. Various elementary 
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  Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E   B L A C K H A W K   D I A B L O   A L A M O

by Natalie O’Neill

M ore people are using 
Livorna Park, thanks to a 
sprucing up the recreation 

grounds received in June. But as 
the area becomes a bustling family 
hotspot, the restrooms need more 
attention, park users say.
 County Public Works met with 
custodial crews recently to discuss 
comments about disheveled rest-
rooms at the park. 
 “We’re addressing the situa-
tion. We’ve had complaints about 
our bathrooms not being terribly 
clean,” said County Senior Planner 
Hillary Heard.
 She noted that contracted jani-
tors clean bathrooms in the park 

twice a day on weekdays.
 “We try to keep an eye on the 
park. We keep in close contact 
with the (custodial) contractors,” 
she said.
 Alamo Parks and Recreation 

Committee Chairwoman Marie-
Jeanne Parsons said she suspects 
the restroom messes likely have 
more to do with people not cleaning 
up after themselves than neglect on 
the part of the county. 
 “It bothers me when I go to a 
place that should normally be nice. 
It’s up to everybody to keep things 
the way they would want to find it,” 
she said.
 She added she’s pleased with 
how often contractors clean the 
park.
 Park users Monday said the 
bathroom had a strong stench and 
strands of toilet paper strewn on 

Park’s popularity poses problems
Messy restrooms worry Livorna Park patrons

Outside the Livorna Park restrooms, where residents have complained about untidy 
stalls, Alamo boys practice skateboarding tricks.

 Continued on page 7

 Continued on page 6

NATALIE O’NEILL

Science Alliance  
is a winning experiment

High school students guide fifth-graders through advanced science projects

Monte Vista High junior Stacey Hsi helps Justin Chen, a fifth-grader at John Baldwin Elementary School, with a project about 
mold growth, at the Monte Vista Science Alliance Program last week.

JORDAN M
. DORONILA 

by Natalie O’Neill

D istrict Superintendent Rob 
Kessler encouraged par-
ents and teachers in the 

San Ramon Valley to lobby in 
Sacramento, after Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger announced the 
state education budget will be 
slashed by $4.3 billion in the 2008-
2009 school year.
 “There absolutely has to be a 
grassroots effort to express our col-
lective outrage,” Kessler said at last 
week’s school board meeting.
 The San Ramon Valley Unified 
School District is initiating a 
spending freeze and expects the 
statewide crisis could mean up to 
$8 million in impacts on the district 
next year, said district spokesman 
Terry Koehne.

 “It’s ugly,” he said. 
 School board members are both 
heartbroken and furious.
 “I’m ashamed of our governor,” 
said Trustee Greg Marvel.
 District financial advisors are 
“waiting for the dust to settle” 
before determining exactly where 
local funds will be chopped. But 
an overview shows a $3 million to 
$3.5 million decrease in unrestrict-
ed money from the state, about 
$130 for each pupil, and $1 million 
to $1.5 million in cuts to man-
dated programs like classroom size 
reduction and special education in 
the San Ramon Valley.
 Additionally, the governor pro-
posed no cost of living increase, 
which means the district has zero 

Schools face  
‘ugly’ budget
PTAs plan march in Sacramento next month

Woman unhappy  
with Safeway reaction  

to unsavory find

by Jordan M. Doronila 

A Danville mom found a nail 
in a slice of bread from the 
Camino Tassajara Safeway 

last week, and she is upset with the 
supermarket’s efforts to comfort 
her.
 “I’m unhappy with their custom-
er service,” said Kristin Lineberry, 
mother of three children. “They 

weren’t treating it very seriously.” 
 The nail came from a pallet used 
to load the bread.
 Lineberry bought the bag of 
Safeway brand whole wheat bread 
earlier this month and opened it a 
week later to make a peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwich to feed her 
6-year-old son. Later, when she was 
making grilled cheese sandwiches, 
she discovered a rusty 2-inch nail 
imbedded in a slice of the bread.
 “The nail was disgusting,” she 

Sandwich-making 
mom shocked  

to find nail in bread

 Continued on page 7

 Continued on page 8

“Since we’ve made 
the park really snazzy, 
we’ve got what we 
asked for—it’s really 
busy.”

—Hillary Heard,  
County Senior Planner



by Natalie O’Neill

 As the peaceful garden in front 
of Bridges restaurant on Hartz 
Avenue vanishes, another respite 
spot downtown is in the works.
 The town is planning for a 2,500-
square-foot mini-park at the south-
east corner of Linda Mesa and 
Railroad avenues. It will feature 
benches, a water fountain for aes-

thetics, landscaping and an infor-
mation kiosk. 
 “It’s going to be a cute little park. 
You can sit and talk to friends. It’s a 
nice way to encourage people to be 
downtown,” said Mayor Candace 
Andersen.
 It is now in the design phase and 
could be completed by the end of 
the year at the earliest, she said.
 The area will be called Railroad 

Plaza and is expected to cost 
Danville about $200,000, said Bob 
Russell, landscape architect for the 
town. He called the area a “decora-
tive concrete plaza.”
 Andersen said designing 
Railroad Plaza is unrelated to 
the fact that the mini-park in 
front of Bridges is being turned 
into a one-story retail outlet. 
Construction crews began demol-

ishing that small park last week.
 But Andersen added the com-
mon thread is that Town Council 
likes to have “nice public spaces” 
to encourage people to visit, relax 
and enjoy downtown.
 “It’s fortuitous,” she said.
 The Bridges garden was a gift 
to Danville by its founder, Kazuo 
Sugitani 20 years ago. The current 
owner, Ryota Sugitani, told the 

Planning Commission he chose to 
develop the parcel because he was 
paying high taxes on the property.
 Railroad Plaza will be located on 
the northwest corner of the Clock 
Tower Plaza parking lot and is now 
just a flat rectangular dirt area, 
near the bus stop, catty-cornered to 
Trader Joe’s.
 “It’s a great thing for beautifica-
tion,” Andersen said. 
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 A new left-turn lane from 
Camino Tassajara onto Sherburne 
Hills Road will keep traffic flow-
ing smoothly to the Danville 
post office and to the East Bay 
Fellowship.
 Danville plans to lengthen the 
eastbound left-hand pocket turn 
from Camino Tassajara in a proj-
ect designed to keep its through 
lanes running efficiently and to 
make sure cars stopping to turn 
left don’t create accidents. 
 “We want to free up capacity on 
Camino Tassajara on the through 
lanes,” said Tai Williams, transpor-
tation services director. 
 She noted that peak traffic hours 
occur on the weekend during 
church service hours on Saturday 
and Sunday when cars might strug-
gle to get into the left-turn lane. 
 The left-turn lane is currently 

150 feet and one lane; the project 
will expand it by 120 feet to 270 
feet. The project will cost the 
town $90,000, said Andy Dillard, 
town traffic engineering assis-
tant. 
 It was included in the Capital 
Improvement Program in June 
2005 and is expected to be com-
pleted by the spring, said Dillard. 
The town decided to include the 

turn’s expansion after observing 
the traffic congestion during peak 
hours. 
 Williams said the town is for-
tunate to be able to reconfigure 
Camino Tassajara to improve the 
left-hand turn. 
 “We won’t always be able to do 
that,” said Williams. “It depends on 
the availability of space.” 

Camino 
Tassajara  

left-turn lane 
being expanded
Longer lane will help church 

traffic at Sherburne Hills

by Jordan M. Doronila 

Danville designing a tranquil spot downtown
Mini-park with fountain to enhance corner at Railroad and Linda Mesa avenues

the floor—but that it didn’t stop 
them from going to the recreation 
grounds. The restroom conditions 
on that day were worse than usual 
because it was a holiday that fol-
lowed the weekend, Parsons said.
 “It’s not germy filth, it’s just dis-
array,” said one park user, a Sears 
employee who stopped to use the 
restroom Monday afternoon.
 He explained his job requires 
him to travel from city to city and 
that he usually stops at parks and 
gas stations for bathroom breaks 
along the way.
 “This one’s a little rougher than 
most places,” he said, in compari-
son to other East Bay cities.
 He asked that his name not be 
used since he was on the job while 
commenting.
 Sanitation standards for parks 
are generally lower than indoor 
facilities, Heard said.
 “We don’t have any specific stan-
dards. It’s on a park-by-park basis,” 
Heard said.
 Parsons said, as far as improve-
ments, there should be soap at the 
sink, which is stainless steel and 
located outside, between the two 
restrooms.

 Large groups of kids congre-
gate at Livorna Park—often for 
birthday parties. And it’s up to 
parents to help their kids clean up 
after themselves, Parsons said.

 In June, Public Works completed 
improvements to the park including 
a new barbeque area, and added 
playground features like turf sand 
pit areas and landscaping.
 The most recent Alamo Parks 
and Recreation budget reports show 
it spent just under $10,000 on park 
improvements from 2005-2007.
 “Since we’ve made the park 
really snazzy, we’ve got what 
we asked for—it’s really busy,” 
Heard said.
 Taking this into account, Parsons 
urges park users to be aware of the 
mark they leave on the park.
 “It’s a question of respect. They 
are only as clean as people leave 
them,” she said. 

Livorna Park
 Continued from page 5

Touring Tassajara Hills
Principal Luann Duggan leads a parade of teachers from China 

and shows them the education style at Tassajara Hills Elementary 
School in Danville on Tuesday, Jan. 15. The teachers learned about 
the American education system and teaching style, hoping to bring 
back their findings and implement them in China, said Mercy Lam, 
coordinator of the event. Dozens of teachers took pictures, listened 
to cassettes and watched children play and learn.

The left-hand turn leading from Camino Tassajara onto Sherburne Hills Road, which fun-
nels into the post office and East Bay Fellowship in Danville, will be improved to make 
traffic flow efficiently at the busy intersection.  

JORDAN M
. DORONILA 
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JORDAN M
. DORONILA 

“It’s up to everybody 
to keep things the 
way they would want 
to find it.”

—Marie-Jeanne Parsons, 
Parks and Recreation Committee
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Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment plus  

Free Consultation to new clients only
Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®

Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available

925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION
New clients only

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Shauntrell lost 
weight on our 
program and 
you can too!

Lose weight...and keep it off!
Staffed by professional doctors and nurses
Covered by some insurance companies
Non-medication Programs Available
Evening Hours Available
Maintenance Programs
Gourmet Meals (optional)
Latest FDA Approved Medications

Concierge Medicine 
A New Level of Medical Care, The Way It’s Meant to Be

Donald S. Parsons, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine
Diplomate, American Board of Infectious Diseases

For more information, please call Cheryl @ (925) 855-3780 
Or visit our website: www.danvillemd.com

Limited memberships available.  
Annual fee required.

PPOs, Health Savings Accounts, and Flexible Spending Accounts 
are compatible with this practice model. 

400 El Cerro Boulevard, Suite 102
Danville, California  94526

Benefits:

by Jordan M. Doronila 

 The Danville Library will be 
closed for renovations for 14 days 
starting next week.
 The library will close Monday, 
Jan. 28, and is scheduled to 
reopen Monday, Feb. 11. The 
library’s old carpeting will be 
replaced by First Choice Abbey 
Carpet of Danville with state of 
the art carpet tiles, which will add 
cushioning to the floor and allow 
for easier maintenance.
 During the closure, the library 
will offer limited service, includ-
ing book returns, through the 
Friends of the Library Bookstore 
office, which is next to the facil-

ity’s main entrance. 
 Town Manager Joe Calabrigo 
said staff has advertised the library’s 
closing well in advance through the 
town’s Web site and signs at the 
site, and closing the facility is the 
best way to get the carpeting done. 
 “Moving everything out of that 
building in two weeks is pretty darn 
good,” he said.
 In addition to new carpet tiles, 
the library has undergone other 
renovations. The Town Council 
approved a contract last year to 
install 33 new computers in the 
library, replacing its 16 comput-
ers plus adding 17. 
 The library also received new 
tables and chairs, consolidated the 

children and adult circulation desks, 
and created more shelving space. 
 The changes are part of the 
Danville Library Renovation 
Project, part of the town’s Capital 
Improvement Program.
 “Since that library opened in 
August in 1996, it’s only been 
closed on holidays,” Calabrigo 
said. “It’s been open seven days a 
week—with 11 years of foot traffic 
all year long.” 
 Library hours are as follows:

p.m.

 Call the Danville Library at 837-
4889 with any questions. 

Library closing Monday 
for two weeks

Renovations include state of the art carpet tiles

said. “I just gasped and I called my 
husband. I was in shock.” 
 She said the day her son ate the 
bread, he got sick and vomited that 
evening.
 She called Safeway after she 
found the nail and brought the 
bread back to the store.
 Lineberry said the manager 
didn’t have much of a reaction.
 “He didn’t seem disturbed by it,” 
she said. 
 Store employees took the bread 
and the nail, and the manager gave 
her a half gallon of ice cream. A 
store customer service representa-
tive scheduled an appointment with 
Lineberry, asking her to fill out an 
incident report.
 She said when she was about 
to leave her home to file the 

the appointment, the representative 
called and asked to cancel. She told 
the person that she was on her way 
out the door, and canceling wasn’t 
going to fit in her schedule, and the 
representative agreed to continue 
with the appointment.
 She added that Safeway offered 

wouldn’t take any legal action 
against the store, but she refused. 
 “I told them I’m not in this for 
the money,” Lineberry said. “I just 
want to make sure this doesn’t 

happen again.” 
 She also called the Contra 
Costa County Department of 
Environmental Health and told 
about the nail. Health officials 
confirmed the nail came from a 
pallet. 
 Lineberry noted this week that 
she wants more of a follow-up and 
concern from Safeway.
 However, store representatives 
felt they had adequately respond-
ed. They reacted immediately 
upon hearing about the incident, 
said Sherry Reckler, manager of 
public affairs and governmental 
relations for NorCal Safeway. 
 “We have contacted the cus-

tomer,” said Reckler. “We have 
taken steps in the future. We have 
reviewed the situation carefully. 
We have safeguards in place.” 
 “It’s regrettable that she felt she 
didn’t receive the customer service 
she would’ve liked,” she added. 
 Reckler would not elucidate on 
the preventive measures Safeway 
is taking and declined to com-
ment about the store’s offer of a 

taking any legal action. 
 “As of now, I’m not shopping 
at Safeway,” said Lineberry. “I 
haven’t heard from them. There 
has been no follow-up. My son is 
doing better.” 

Nail
 Continued from page 5

schools from the district partici-
pated in the event. 
 “Every school in the county should 
be doing this,” said Patti Carothers, 
Monte Vista science teacher and 
alliance coordinator. “This is a 
model the state of California should 
incorporate in schools.” 
 “It forges bonds that last for-
ever,” she added, noting that this is 
the program’s fifth year. 
 Monte Vista High School Science 
Alliance was started by Carothers 

and past science students Jonathan 

youths gain a deeper appreciation 
for the sciences. Fifth-grade students 
buddy up with high school honor 
students who guide them through 
advanced level science projects. 
 Fifth-graders develop a basic 
understanding of planning, executing 
and reporting in the program. They 
socialize and brainstorm with their 
mentors throughout the year and 
develop a project for the district’s 
fifth-grade Science Alliance Science 
Fair and Activities Day in April.
 “I love helping them understand 
what to do and be comfortable with 
science,” said Emad Alazzeh, a 

junior at Monte Vista.
 “It’s really fun to do a proj-
ect with someone else,” said Alex 
Ackerman, a fifth-grader at Rancho 
Romero.
 Carothers noted that the Science 
Alliance is expanding and its men-
tors are training other high school 
students in San Ramon. 
 “We are spanning out like a 
virus—in a good way,” she said. 
 The next Science Alliance pro-

Feb. 8, at the Monte Vista High 
School Small Gym, 3131 Stone 
Valley Road. For more informa-
tion about the alliance, visit www.
mvsciencealliance.org. 

Science
 Continued from page 5

Danville resident Kristen Lineberry discovered a rusty nail in a slice of whole wheat 
bread from Safeway on Camino Tassajara, as she was preparing to make her family 
grilled cheese sandwiches. 

COURTESY KRISTEN LINEBERRY

‘My friend gave me a heads up on this...’

TownSquare Forum
READ MORE/COMMENT
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B Y  D O L O R E S  F O X  C I A R D E L L I

T he emergency room at John 
Muir Medical Center was 
there when we needed it 25 

years ago. We’d just moved to our 
house off Livorna Road and by 
mid-summer had a hill of weeds 
at the back of our property. My 
husband went into full Russian 
peasant mode, bought a scythe, and 
began to swing it full force through 
the tall dry grasses. Unfortunately 
one of his first swings ended with 
the sharp point of the scythe punc-
turing his ankle. He staunched the 
gushing red blood but when the 
pain became acute, I drove him to 
John Muir.
 I was recalling this mishap as I 
watched the crowd at the ground-
breaking last week for the new 
five-story building at the medical 
center. A huge tent was erected 
in the parking lot for the event, 
and it was filled with support-
ers. The first speaker informed us 
that in 1957, there was Concord 
Community Hospital, which was 
always full, and Kaiser had just 
opened in Walnut Creek. A core 
group of 42 physicians proposed 
the new hospital, purchased 10 
acres on Ygnacio Valley Road and, 
after six years of planning and two 

years of construction, the 150-bed 
hospital opened in 1965 at a cost of 
$4.5 million.

 Obviously things are much more 
expensive these days, both for 
building and for providing state-
of-the-art technology; the Walnut 
Creek campus expansion will cost 
$621 million, funded through John 
Muir Health System reserves, 
hospital bonds and a $40 million 
capital campaign. The expanded 
facilities will be nearly paperless, 
filmless and wireless—the new 
patient rooms will even have bed-
side access to the Internet.

 At the groundbreaking, I met 
Blackhawk resident Guy Henshaw, 
managing director of Henshaw/
Vierra Management Counsel LLC, 
who is heading up the capital cam-
paign. Henshaw lived in Mexico as 
a boy where his father was a geolo-
gist with the Hearst family. When 
the family moved to the Bay Area, 
his mother was thrilled with the 
medical facilities, Guy said, and 
she told the family to always sup-
port the wonderful hospitals that 
served them. “She became the head 
of volunteers at Alta Bates,” he 
recalled.
 Guy has lived all over the world 
with executive commercial bank-
ing positions. He and his wife 
Susan moved to Walnut Creek 30 
years ago, and in 1990 he became 
president of the John Muir Health 
Foundation. The Henshaws bought 
their Blackhawk home a year 
ago. He said they loved the house 
because its extensive use of wood 
brought back memories of their 
years living in England. Gated 
communities fit their lifestyle of 
frequent traveling, Guy noted; they 
have another home in a gated golf 
community in Tucson where they 
visit once a month. He also likes 

the location of their Blackhawk 
home—it’s at one end of Crow 
Canyon Road and they have grand-
children at the other end, in Castro 
Valley.
 Henshaw pointed out that the 
last three chairmen of the board 
at John Muir Health Foundation 
were Danville residents. “I was 
chairman when we authorized 
the project in 2003 and 2004,” he 
explained. “From 2005 to 2006, 
Ron Banducci was chair when all 
the planning was done. The cur-
rent chair is the former Danville 
Mayor Don Richie. Both Don and 
Ron were great leaders—and were 
also helpful in getting me to be a 
Danville home owner, too.”
 He noted that so far the capital 
campaign has raised $27.5 million. 
The largest contributors are:

Long Foundation: The new build-
ing will be called the Thomas J. 
and Muriel T. Long Patient Care 
Tower.

resident Theresa M. Caygill, who 
will have the Trauma/Emergency 
Services Department named after 
her.

Foundation, which will name the 
new intensive care nursery.
 Also, employees have collective-
ly contributed $1.3 million, many 
through payroll deductions; and 
the physicians have given $1.5 mil-
lion. The Walnut Creek Campus 
Auxiliary raised $2.5 million so the 
central courtyard in the main lobby 
will be named after it.
 The expansion is increasing the 
number of beds from 324 to 416 
and doubling emergency treatment 
rooms from 22 to 44, good news 
in case my husband ever picks up 
his scythe again. The weeds, by 
the way, became my chore. I joined 
the 20th century and went out back 
with an electric weed whacker, but 
my first time out, I whacked into 
a wasp hive. The resulting attack 
felt rather like a hatchet cleaving 
the top of my skull. My husband 
was away so my 10-year-old son 
removed the stingers, and I lay on 
the couch with ice on my head and 
throbbing hands. I probably should 
have gone to the emergency room. 
(After that we hired someone to cut 
the weeds.)

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli  
can be e-mailed at  

editor@DanvilleWeekly.com.

Blackhawk man full of capital ideas

When the family 
moved to the Bay 
Area, his mother 
was thrilled with the 
medical facilities and 
she told the family to 
always support the 
wonderful hospitals 
that served them.

Sharing the 
Weekly with  
a D.C. intern

When the Eklem fam-
ily—Chris, Jan, C.J. and 
Kaitlyn—visited the Capitol in 
Washington, D.C., they were 
surprised to find that their 
tour guide from U.S. Rep. 
Jerry McNerney’s office was 
summer intern Tracy Petroski, 
who is also from Danville. 
They shared their Danville 
Weekly with her.

Cruise with the 
news

Herb Jorgensen and Joyce 
Farrell of Blackhawk take time 
to catch up on their hometown 
news while heading to Alaska 
aboard the Coral Princess.

Take Us Along on your 
travels and send photos to 
travel@DanvilleWeekly.com or 
315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville 94526. Be sure to 
include a daytime telephone 
number.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G
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way of paying annual increases in 
health benefits to staff, insurance 
and utilities—another projected 
$3 million. 
 “The situation is very serious,” 
said Mike Bush, assistant super-
intendent for business services. 
He presented the school board a 
summary of the budget situation. 
 After the summary, district staff 
asked school board trustees if they 
had any comments.
 “Other than weeping?” said 
Trustee Paul Gardener
 To cope with the state’s $14.5 
billion shortfall over the next 18 
months the governor has proposed 
cutting money from state funded 
programs like public schools, 
state universities, state parks and 
agencies like child welfare ser-
vices, CalWorks and foster care/
adoption services. He will not 
consider any new taxes.
 Schwarzenegger approved the 
2007-2008 budget in August, and 
by fall there were telltale signs 
of an economic slowdown, Bush 
said. 
 “The state of California contin-
ues to balance its budget on the 
backs of children and the elderly,” 
Koehne said. “You can’t just rout 
education and expect there to still 
be quality.”
 Originally the governor dubbed 
2008-2009 “the year of education.” 
 “I guess the ‘year of education’ 
became the weekend of education,” 

said Trustee Bill Clarkson.
 District staff encourages par-
ents and teachers to write letters 
to the governor and local legisla-
tors in protest. 
 On Feb. 27 a district-wide 
“march on Sacramento” has been 
organized with buses—largely full 
of PTA members—leaving from 
Danville.
 When faced with budget cuts, 
the district typically tries to make 
them as far away from the class-
room as possible.
 In March, some teachers in the 
district will receive notice that there 
is a possibility they will be laid off. 
This is standard procedure if there 
is even a small possibility of staff 
layoffs, Koehne said.
 “Those are things that dramati-
cally impact people’s lives, regard-
less of whether it comes to frui-
tion,” Koehne said.
 The budget summary also 
noted the district expects to cut 
“per pupil” funds in half—or by 
$700,000 for the remainder of 
the year. The district is looking 
into a proposed parcel tax to help 
what is already the fourth least 
funded unified school district in 
the state.
 Trustee Joan Buchanan said it’s 
vital that local taxpayers choose to 
“invest in the future” by investing 
in kids and schools.
 “It’s easy to sit here and blame 
Sacramento but we elect these peo-
ple,” she said.
 To join the march on Sacramento, 
call PTA member Patty Hoyt at 
828-7592. 

Budget
 Continued from page 5



For an extra copy, stop by our office at  
315 Diablo Road, Suite 100 or pick one up at one of 
the handy locations in the area such as the post offices 
in Danville, Diablo and Alamo; Trader Joe’s; the Danville 
Library; Longs Drugs in Danville, Blackhawk and Alamo; 
Walgreens; Andronico’s Market; and Rakestraw Books.
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Perspective
E D I T O R I A L S   L E T T E R S   O P I N I O N S  A B O U T  L O C A L  I S S U E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

 We recently received a request that other media 
groups across the United States are receiving at least 
daily, sometimes hourly. We were asked to remove a 
story from our online archive.
 Most often this request comes through because 
Internet search engines are picking up these stories 
that in the print version would have been hidden in old 
files. Now, with the click of a mouse, prospective and 
current employers, sweethearts, neighbors and friends 
can “Google” a name—even your name—and get an 
electronic history, all the good and bad. Such searches 
have cost people a date, a job interview or a job. 
 There are two issues at hand: the first is whether or 
not the information is correct, and the second is the 
electronic archiving of the information.
 The issue of how to correct online stories is becoming 
a controversy in the journalism industry. When an error 
occurs, should the information be corrected within the 
story, or should the correct information be added to the top 
of the story with an editor’s note, or both? However, the 
recent request that came to the Weekly for the post to be 
removed didn’t concern incorrect information being pub-
lished. The information was correct, but embarrassing. 
 To un-publish an online news story is like un-ringing 
a bell. Once a story is published online, it goes to e-mail 
feeds, search engines and site subscribers. Within a few 
minutes, people will have read the story and some may 
have posted comments. Removing a story completely 
leaves a void in the continuum of feedback comments 
posted. And when site visitors remember reading 
something and then it completely disappears, they 
question what else has “disappeared” and why. This is 
also the reason an editor’s note at the top of an online 
story noting any corrections is important. People need 
to know what has been changed in a story and why. 
 Journalists use a series of guidelines to determine 
whether a story is valid. These same guidelines are used 
to determine whether or not to un-publish a story, or a 
portion of a story. For example, they ask themselves 
about the purpose of the story, the stakeholders in the 
decision to remove the story, and the consequences 
they will face if the story is removed. Alternative 
courses of action, such as deleting a portion of the 
story, appending an editor’s note with further explana-
tion or amendments, re-reporting the story, etc., and the 
consequences of those, are also considered. 
 We also need to be able to explain the decision to the 
stakeholders and to the readers, remembering there are 
always at least two sides to every story and at least two 
individuals affected by our decision. For example, in 
the request that came to our newsroom, the individuals 
and groups that sustained injury because of the actions 
of the individual in the story would certainly not ben-
efit from it being deleted as if it never occurred.
 Altering or deleting an accurate news story would be 
like rewriting history, which doesn’t manifest transpar-
ency or trust in a news organization. 

Gina Channell-Allen, a 20-year journalism veteran, is the 
publisher of the Danville Weekly and the president of the East 

Bay division of Embarcadero Publishing Co. Send questions to 
gallen@DanvilleWeekly.com.

Code of ethics   The Danville Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level 
of ethical standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 
21, 1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the 
Code, please visit our web site at www.DanvilleWeekly.com

F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R

Weber property provides 
major drainage

Dear Editor:
 We read your article regard-
ing the flooding in Danville and 
the concerns of Mayor Candace 
Andersen and Town of Danville 
engineer Steve Lake.
 The Municipal Code in most 
towns and cities in California 
addresses how to prevent certain 
situations that will contribute 
to flooding within the munici-
pality. This includes Danville. 
Unfortunately, even though the 
Municipal Code of Danville pro-
vides for the means to prevent 
these situations from occurring, the 
town has chosen to ignore its own 
Municipal Code in the develop-
ment of the Weber Property. 
 The Municipal Code 31-25.7 of 
Danville states, “Drainage facili-
ties directly affecting the subdivi-
sion shall have the following mini-
mum capacities: “Major drainage 
channels and conduits shall have 
sufficient capacity to contain a fifty 
(50) year frequency of average 
recurrence interval runoff.”
 Letters and e-mails from Contra 
Costa County Flood Control state 
that the watershed below the 
Weber and O’Brien property is a 
“major drainage channel within a 
major watershed,” and that “studies 
indicate that properties along GVC 
are subject to flooding during a 
25-year event.”
 Once these developments have 
been built, there can be no going 

back. The downstream properties 
will be at risk year after year, and 
the town may find itself at the risk 
of additional expensive litigation 
for no reason other than its unwill-
ingness to comply with its own 
Municipal Code.

Pat Isom, Kristen Trisko, 
Debbie Simpson

Citizens for Civic 
Accountability
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Removing stories 
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 The Danville Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of 
local interest. The deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for that Friday’s edition.
 Submit Letters to the Editor of up to 250 words to editor@DanvilleWeekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. We 
reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel and 
factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Danville Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town 
Square.
 For more information, contact Dolores Ciardelli, editor, at 837-
8300, ext. 29.

Y O U R  T U R N

Give your opinion at
www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Which democratic 
presidential 
candidate  

do you favor?
Hillary Clinton  
Barack Obama 
John Edwards 

other 
none

Results from last week:
Will you cast an absentee 

vote for the Feb. 5 California 
presidential primaries?
 Maybe: 3.7%
 No: 25.93%
 Yes: 70.37%
 Total votes: 27

O N L I N E  R E A D E R  P O L L

✔
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Brian Hilary Schwalen
 Brian Hilary Schwalen, a resident 
of Alamo, died Dec. 17 in Alamo at 
the age of 57 of heart failure.
 He was born in Concord and was a 
member of the first graduating class 
of De La Salle High School. He 
served in the Army in a Medivac and 
Rescue Dust-off Unit in Vietnam and 
received the National Defense Service 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal and 
Vietnam Campaign Medal W/60 
Device. He was the owner/opera-
tor of Select Properties Real Estate 
Brokerage in Alamo, specializing in 
development property. He held a pri-
vate pilot’s license and enjoyed fly-
ing with his friends almost as much 
as spending time with his children 
and grandchildren in Hawaii every 
year, and his Hawaiian shirts became 
his trademark. 
 He is survived by his wife, 
Rita; married daughters, Natalie 
Sharapata and Karma Christensen; 
sons-in-law, John Sharapata and 
Todd Christensen; his mother Lena 
Schwalen of Concord; and three 
siblings, Stephen Schwalen, Martin 
Schwalen and Anne Stickel; and 
nine grandchildren. A memorial 
service was held Dec. 21 at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints in Alamo. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Schwalen Family Fund mailed to 
P.O. Box 707, Alamo.

Stephen Boland 
Ringwood
 Stephen Boland Ringwood, a 
resident of Danville, died on Dec. 
18 at the age of 64.
 He was born June 23, 1943, in 
Illinois and raised there He graduat-
ed from the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, then earned a JD at the 
University of Illinois. He spent the 
majority of his legal career as corpo-
rate counsel for Kaiser Aluminum 
and Chemical Corp. After his retire-
ment he became an avid lawn bowler 
and enthusiastic worker for the U of 
Wisconsin Alumni Association. He 
also enjoyed watching movies, using 
his immense vocabulary, working 
with technology, and spending time 
with his wife and children. 
 He is survived by his wife Diane 
Ringwood and children Jessica 
Ringwood and Brent Ringwood. A 
celebration of his life was held Jan. 
6. A fund for the Steve Ringwood 
Memorial Mixed Pairs Tournament 
and Trophy, a part of the PIMD 
Open, has been established to honor 
his contributions to the lawn bowls 
community.

John W. Scheck Sr.

 John W. Scheck Sr., a resident of 
Alamo, passed away Dec. 19 at the 
age of 77.
 He was born June 5, 1930, 
in Gary, Ind., and graduated in 
1954 from the Illinois Institute 
of Technology in Chicago with a 

degree in Electrical Engineering. 
He moved his family to Alamo 
in 1960. He and four colleagues 
founded Giga-tronics Inc. in 1980 
and went public in 1983. He was 
President and CEO from 1980-
90, and director from 1980-94. In 
retirement, his favorite pastime was 
boating in the Delta on his yacht, 
Giga-T, with family and friends.
 He is survived by his loving 
wife of 57 years, Shirley; daughter 
Robin Scheck Williams; son John 
W. Scheck Jr.; son-in-law James 
D. Williams Jr.; daughter-in-law 
Tracy Scheck; and three grand-
children. Services were held Dec. 
28 at Oakmont Memorial Park in 
Lafayette. Memorial contributions 
may be made in memory of John 
Walter Scheck to Bruns House, 
c/o Hospice of the East Bay, 2849 
Miranda Ave., Alamo 94507.

Peter L. Stewart

 Danville resident Peter L. Stewart 
died Dec. 20 at the age of 62.
 He was born March 20, 1945, 
and is originally from Bainbridge, 
Mass. He received his under-
graduate degree from University 
of Massachusetts in 1967, and his 
MBA from Rutgers University in 
1969. He moved to California in 
the early 1970s and settled in the 
Bay Area. He began his career in 
the corporate world in marketing 
at Standard Brands in New York 
and ended as president of Blue 
Chip Cookies in San Francisco. He 
then eased out of corporate life and 
began a successful 14-year career in 
San Ramon as a mortgage broker.
 He is survived by his wife, two 
daughters, his mother and father 
and brother and his brother’s family. 
There will be a memorial celebra-
tion of his life in January; the fam-
ily has more information. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to 
the Athenian School Founder’s Oak 
Scholarship Fund, 2100 Mt. Diablo 
Scenic Blvd., Danville 94506.

Robert Ellis Winchell

 Robert Ellis Winchell, a resident 
of Danville, died Dec. 23 at the age 
of 79.
 He was born March 7, 1928. He 
was a veteran of the U.S. Army Air 
Force, and he was retired from a 
successful career in the insurance 
industry. He was a life-long avia-
tion enthusiast and hobbyist. 
 He was the loving husband of 
Audrey Winchell, devoted father 
of Christopher Winchell (Debbie), 
Janet Nostrant (Cary) and Roger 
Winchell, and grandfather of two. 
He is also survived by three sisters 
and one brother, as well as by many 
nieces and nephews. A private cel-
ebration of Bob’s life will be held 
at a future date. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests donations to 
Hope Hospice, 6500 Dublin Blvd., 
Suite 100 Dublin.

O B I T U A R I E S

Suspect flees cops at 80 mph 
on town street
 Police chased a 33-year-old man from Oakley 
who allegedly evaded a police officer and sped 80 
mph on Camino Ramon in Danville last week.
 Officer Paul Murphy stopped the suspect for hav-
ing an obstructed license plate and carrying expired 
registration on Camino Ramon by Greenbrook 
Drive at 8:11 a.m., Monday, Jan. 14, said police 
Sgt. Dan Hoffman. 
 The suspect, who was driving a 2003 gold Chevy 
Silverado, failed to yield when Murphy flashed 
his headlights. The pursuit lasted for 45 seconds, 
according to reports, and he eventually pulled over. 

When Murphy made contact with the man, he rec-
ognized him from a previous incident. 
 Suddenly, the suspect made a U-turn and acceler-
ated his truck, passing by Greenbrook Drive. The 
truck crossed the double yellow lines that were 
on the side of incoming southbound cars. Murphy 
followed him and chased him but decided not to 
continue for safety reasons, Hoffman said, citing 
traffic and schools in the area.
 Upon further investigation, police contacted the 
suspect at his home and they are encouraging him 
to turn himself in. Hoffman said it is felony to 
evade a police officer.

—Jordan M. Doronila

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

Sunday, Jan. 13

-

Monday, Jan. 14

Tuesday, Jan. 15

Wednesday, Jan. 16

Thursday, Jan. 17

P O L I C E  L O G

The Danville Police Department made 
the following information available from 
its incident summary report:
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Charles Owen 
McMahon

 Danville resident Charles Owen 
McMahon passed away at the age 
of 94.
 He was born in Chicago on Sept. 
20, 1913. As a young man, he 
entered the seminary but left after 
three years and pursued a career in 
the grocery business with his father. 
He was drafted at age 32 and served 
in the Army in the South Pacific. 
Upon his return, he ran his own gro-
cery store out of a Quonset hut in a 
military housing complex. He soon 
expanded his business to a larger 
store in downtown Chicago. At the 
height of his success, he decided to 
pursue the field of cryogenics with 
his brother-in-law in California. 
This business also became success-
ful and he remained a co-owner of 
Almac Cryogenics until he retired 
at the age of 67. In his retirement 
years, he loved to explore the out-
doors, hiking, fishing, golfing and 
traveling with his family. He was a 
long-time member of the Knights 
of Columbus, leading the Saturday 
morning rosary, helping at Loaves 
and Fishes, and working at the pan-
cake breakfasts.
 He was preceded in death by his 
loving wife Jeanne; he is survived 
by children Margie McCauley (Jim) 
of Tucson, Ariz., Terry McMahon 
(Christine) of Concord; and Mike 
McMahon (Karrie), of Bothell, 
Wash.; two sisters, Patricia Hedtrom 
of Pinole, and Catherine Lynch of 
Oakbrook, Ill; seven grandchildren 
and nine great grandchildren. Funeral 
services were held Dec. 28 at St. John 
Vianney Church in Walnut Creek.

Mary Chell McGuigan 
Bodine
 Mary Chell McGuigan Bodine, 
68, a resident of Danville, passed 
away from cancer Dec. 28 with all 
her children present at a residential 
care facility in San Ramon.
 She was born Feb. 23, 1939, in 
Madison, Wis. She later moved to 
Antioch, and lived the last eight 
years in Danville. She enjoyed jew-
elry making, dollhouse miniatures 
and shopping.
 She was predeceased in 1998 by 
her husband Robert. She is survived 
by her daughter Suzanne Lescure 
(Michael) of Danville; sons William 
Bodine (Jamie) of Antioch; Michael 
Bodine (Liliana) of Austin, Tex.; 
and Edward Bodine of Los Angeles; 
and her father Virgil McGuigan of 
Concord; sisters Sharon Mosel and 
Terri Beauchamp of Minden, Nev., 
and brother Robert McGuigan of 
Yuba City; five grandchildren and 
one great grandchild. The family 
would like to thank her caregivers 
Aurora and Livia for their love and 
support. A funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated Jan. 4 at Christ the King 
Catholic Church in Pleasant Hill. 
Donations in her memory may 
be made to the American Cancer 
Society, 1885 Oak Park Blvd. 
Pleasant Hill, 94523.

Carmelita Josephine 
Mattei

 Carmelita Josephine Mattei, a 
45-year resident of Danville and 
Alamo, passed away peacefully 
Dec. 29.
 She was born Dec. 16, 1927, to 
Dominic and Amelia Romano. She 
spent many years as a dance teacher 
for Arthur Murray Studios and was 
described as the life of the party.
 She was a loving mother to Ayn, 
Lyn (Duncan), Peter (Beth) and 
Robyn (Jim). She is also survived 
by four grandchildren. A celebra-
tion of her life was held at Round 
Hill Country Club on Jan. 17.

Beth Butler Compton

 Beth Butler Compton, a resident 
of Danville, died Jan. 4 after a short 
illness complicated by long-term 
treatment for multiple myeloma. 
She was 73.
 She was born in DeKalb, Ill., to 
Glenn and Evelyn Butler, the third of 
five children, and helped raise her two 
younger siblings, Steve and Glenda. 
She was a tomboy who played bas-
ketball and barrel-raced in rodeos. 
After high school, she came West 
and worked as a stewardess, most 
notably for Continental Airlines. 
While flying out of LAX, she met 
flight engineer Stuart Compton, who 
was from rural Virginia. They mar-
ried in 1961 and moved to Hollis, 
N.H., and had two children. In 1971, 
the family moved back to California 
and settled in Danville.
 She had a bachelors degree from 
Lesley College and a masters from 
Holy Names University in Oakland, 
and became a reading and learning 
disabilities specialist. She worked for 
many years with students at St. Isidore 
School in Danville, then opened her 
own business, Educational Resource 
Consultants. Later, she became inter-
ested in attention-deficit disorder, 
writing her thesis on it for a Ph.D 
in psychology from the Rosebridge 
Institute in Walnut Creek. She was 
very proud of earning her doctor-
ate at age 60. Around that time, in 
1994, she was diagnosed with mul-
tiple myeloma, which has a one- to 
four-year life expectancy. She sought 
aggressive treatment and survived an 
astounding 13 years, using her extra 
years to counsel newly diagnosed 
myeloma patients and to help orga-
nize the Multiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation’s Race for Research, a 
San Francisco 5K that has raised more 
than a million dollars for myeloma 
research and will be run again this 
spring. She was also active in the 
San Ramon Valley United Methodist 
Church; she volunteered with Wesley 
Youth Homes and mentored one of its 
at-risk girls.
 She is survived by her husband 
Stuart; daughters Anastacia and Jodi; 
her stepson Keith; sister Glenda and 
brother Steve; nieces and nephews, 
and many friends. A memorial was 
held earlier this month at the San 
Ramon Valley United Methodist 
Church. In lieu of flowers, the fam-

ily requests donations to Heifer 
Project or the Multiple Myeloma 
Research Foundation. 

Kevin Joseph Burke

 Kevin Joseph Burke, a resident 
of Alamo, died peacefully on Jan. 
8 in the loving embrace of his wife, 
Patricia, and his six children.
 Kevin was born in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., on Nov. 30, 1925, where his 
family resided; his father was CEO 
of the U.S. Lines, the main U.S.-
based transatlantic passenger line 
between the U.S. and Europe. He 
attended Boston College in 1943 
but was interrupted by World War 
II. After completing a successful 
winning season as a tackle on the 
Boston College football team, he 
enlisted in the Marine Corps. He 
served until 1946, distinguishing 
himself in the invasion of Guam 
in July 1944. After the war, he 
returned to Boston, met his wife, 
Patricia O’Connell, and graduated 
in 1950 with a degree in finance. 
Following a brief experience in 
the shipping business, he began 
his main business career working 
for Shell Chemical for 33 years, 
retiring in 1985. His family lived 
in Denver, New York, Houston and 
Walnut Creek.
 Upon his retirement, they lived 
for four years in Ashland, Ore., 
before finally settling in Alamo. He 
was an avid fan of the De La Salle 
Spartans, attended by his children 
Paul and Phil. He went to  every 
game of his children and grand-
children he could, critiqued every 
assignment they dared show him, 
and made sure they went to church 
on Sundays.
 He is survived by his daughter, 

Christine Landon of Danville; five 
sons, Kevin of Garden City, N.Y., 
Mark of Danville, John of Rome, 
Italy, Paul of San Diego, and Philip 
of Oakland; son-in-law Geoff 
Landon; daughters-in-law Ursula 
Burke and Doreene Burke; and 
nine grandchildren. A funeral Mass 
was celebrated Jan. 11 at St. Isidore 
Catholic Church in Danville. In 
lieu of flowers, the family suggests 
donations be made to the Irvin 
Deutscher Family YMCA, 350 
Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill 94523.

Christopher Groen, 
M.D.
 Christopher Groen, M.D., a res-
ident of Danville, died Jan. 7.
 He was born June 9, 1922, in 
Chicago, Ill., to Christopher and 
Frieda Groen of the Netherlands. He 
was raised in Oak Park, Ill., where 
he attended high school. His love 
of classical music led him to enter 
the Sherwood School of Music in 
Chicago. World War II intervened 
and he served in the Pacific. After 
four years with the U.S. Army, 
he elected to pursue a degree in 
medicine, receiving his M.D. from 
the University of Illinois-Chicago 
Medical School in 1953. He and his 
bride, Arlene (Lundberg), traveled 
to Greeley, Colo., and then San 
Francisco to complete his intern-
ship and residency. The couple 
settled in Castro Valley in 1957 
where he specialized in anesthe-
siology. He worked at many local 
hospitals including Eden Hospital 
and Doctor’s Hospital, and was a 
founder of Laurel Grove Hospital. 
They moved to Danville in 1964.
 He is survived by his wife of 56 
years, Arlene; daughters, Alison 

(Jon) Taylor of Duvall, Wash., 
and Christine (Bob) Gray of 
Piedmont; brother, William Groen 
of Northridge; and four grandchil-
dren. At his request, no formal 
services were held. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family asks that friends 
consider a memorial contribution 
to the American Heart Association, 
the American Cancer Society, or 
the charity of choice. 

Jean Smedberg Emory

 Jean Smedberg Emory passed 
away from cancer Dec. 22 at the 
age of 83.
 She was born in 1924 and raised 
in Evanston, Ill., where she gradu-
ated from nursing school in 1944 
and married her husband Richard 
“Dick” Emory in 1946. They moved 
to the Bay Area in 1948 and raised 
three children. She was an outgoing 
woman who loved to converse with 
everyone. She loved to travel, read 
and was very spiritual. She worked 
in many facets of nursing, includ-
ing at John Muir Medical Center, 
Planned Parenthood, as well as 
25 years for Kaiser Oakland as an 
OB-GYN nurse practitioner.
 She is survived by her son Michael 
and his wife Nancy; her daugh-
ter Meris and her partner Liz; her 
youngest son Richard; two grand-
children and one great-grandchild; 
many other loving family members 
and friends. A memorial party will 
be held in a few months per her 
wishes. Her ashes will be scattered 
in the sea by the Neptune Society. 
In lieu of flowers, please donate 
money to the Bruns House Hospice 
2849 Miranda Ave., Alamo 94507, 
or any children’s charity of choice.
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Add Beauty With Tile & Natural Stone

www.fraziertile.com

Lic. #646670

Welcome

What home doesn’t look 

and feel better after a little 

facelift? The good news is 

it can be affordable and 

less time-consuming than 

you might think. Find out 

how we can make your 

home improvement ideas 

come to life. Our design 

team and professional 

tradesmen deliver each 

job (small or large) with 

outstanding results.

925.648.7632Ken Frazier, Owner
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you’re going to make a multimillion dollar building in 
re going to get three times the traffic and recognition on 
said architect Blair Barry, of Barry and Volkmann on 

nue. “Every building on that street has gone up in value.”
s and Barry began working on Prospector Square in 
said she was looking for a long-term, interesting project 
e in the pedestrian heart of town. 
sband and I were looking for a good real estate invest-
said.

s, who comes from Danville, Ill., had already renovated 
historic Vecki House on Front Street. She wanted to 

nother piece of property and the 18,858-square-foot lot 
oused Davis & Daughters carpet store around the corner 
ct Street became available. That building had also served 

office.
Williams purchased the property, she said she started from 

hich gave her the freedom to implement her ideas. She 
create an edifice that had the look and feel of the cozy 
armel by the Sea, which sit on stone-paved streets and 
ottages welded together. She chose Barry as her architect 
e liked his designs for retail businesses such as Forward 
Hartz Avenue, and she had worked with him before. 

o to somebody else?” she said. “He was the right archi-
e job.”

her ideas to Barry.
ed something beautiful,” she said. “I didn’t want some-
ntatious.”
elved into research and conjured up designs. He looked 
aphs of buildings in Carmel but didn’t want to copy 
perused structure designs in Nevada City, which has 

uilding patterns similar to some in Danville.
so had to work within the Town of Danville’s vision.
traitjacket,” said Barry, about conforming to the town’s 
esign concepts to maintain its small town character 

rn look. “The town sees itself as a static image. Things 
he Town of Danville is just realizing that.” 
buildings are a struggle to get,” Barry said. “It’s takes a 
mitment and time and money.”
y likes seeing the same house over and over again,” he 

Candace Andersen explained that although buildings 
e have to be compatible with existing buildings, many 
downtown have their own unique image, such as the 

dva House, now occupied by Branagh Development, on 
of School Street and Hartz. There are buildings that 

rian and others that appear like cottages.
man and architect Newell Arnerich said all architects 
hallenges of working within parameters. 

think we have great resistance from property owners 
opers,” Arnerich said, noting they have supported the 
ion in their projects. 
ess of differing views, the town was excited with Barry’s 

ject was expensive to build. This means rents are 30 
ore in Prospector Square than at other places in town. 
s pay the highest rent in Danville at $4 a square foot, 

ams.
s also said it was a struggle to get a loan. She wasn’t 
 developer, and she only had worked on one project, 

renovating the Vecki House.
 “It’s an uphill battle from the start,” she said. 
 Also, most developers are men and she is a woman, which may 
have added to her difficulties. 
 “It surprises some people,” she said. 
 But she believes in the end bankers saw her credibility rather 
than her gender.
 She was articulate in her plans, had owned a tech start-up com-

pany, and she had a master’s degree in business administration, 
which was enough to convince a banker to give her the loan.
 Danville town staff, the Design Review Board, the Planning 
Commission and the Town Council liked the Prospector Square 
renderings and approved the project. Barry said having a thorough 
blueprint helps immensely in getting a project approved in town, 
without any fudging in the design. If the designs are rushed and 
poorly done, it will be a struggle to get through the planning pro-
cess, he said. 
 The design was finished in a year and a half; and the construc-
tion of Prospector Square took another year and a half. 
 “You take the risk and hope and pray,” said Williams.
 For now, with the real estate market suffering, Prospector 
Square’s chances of making a profit immediately are bleak.

 “I’m not going to profit for 10 years on this project,” Williams 
said. “I’m left with the eventual appreciation of the property.” 
 Prospector Square may go up in value because its attractiveness 
raises the value of the surrounding stores. Or Williams may make 
a profit when a new owner purchases the property at a high price.
 She said location, space and image helps her tenants’ businesses 
even though the rent is expensive. The ambiance and the flow of 
pedestrians make the area attractive. 
 Williams said she is doing her best to accommodate her tenants 
and help them become successful. 
 “I’m scared for them because it’s hard,” she said. “They are tak-
ing a big risk in their personal finances.” 
 But the tenants say they are doing fine. Prospector Square 
now houses retail stores Flaunt Boutique, Mi Piaci—All Things 
Beautiful and Christina’s Fine Women’s Clothing as well as 
offices on the second floor. 
 “We love the space,” said Ashley Barry, manager of Flaunt 
Boutique. “There’s everything you need in this building. We do 
well. It’s worth the high price.” 
 “It’s a great space,” said Brad Roberts, floral designer and 
manager at Mi Piaci—All Things Beautiful. “It’s well built. We 
do get quite a few clients—many are by referral. Business is 
going well.” 
 Lori Fernald, a customer at Mi Piaci, enjoys the structure’s texture. 
 “I love the building,” she said. “It’s very creative.” 
 Barry said he tells his clients to focus on quality of life instead 
of money. 
 “You’ve got to get beyond the dollar-in-and-dollar-out mental-
ity,” he said, noting he has been in the business for more than 25 
years and has seen slips in the economy before. “Bigger is not 
better but quality is better.”
 He said other developers focus on the bottom line of money 
and their projects are often bland and generic. His clients have an 
entrepreneurial spirit and are often willing to spend money to cre-
ate something different.
 “You’ve got to think outside the box,” he said.
 The Town of Danville recognized Prospector Square’s excellence, 
giving it the Architectural Design Award at the annual Mayor’s 
Installation and Community Service Awards ceremony in December. 
 “It’s wonderful,” said Mayor Andersen. “It has some elegant 
elements.”
 “It’s nice to know the town appreciates the level of time, effort 
and money we put into this project,” said Williams.
 Prospector Square also won the Gold Nugget Award for best 
retail project, sponsored by the PCBC and Builder Magazine. The 
award honors creative achievement in architectural design and 
land use planning for residential, commercial and industrial proj-
ects. Prospector Square competed against entries from 14 Western 
states and other countries.
 “It was an honor,” said Barry. “It was great. It was a huge 
surprise (to win) on this scale. We were competing against huge 
shopping centers.”
 Councilman Arnerich noted that architects have been success-
ful in integrating the local vernacular and the town’s small town 
charm in their designs. 
 “Prospect Avenue is a hot market in retail in Danville,” he said. 
“I think the community owes a lot to Kim Williams. Her invest-
ment is huge in downtown both economically and her personal 
commitment.” 

ned
for distinction

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Developer Kim Williams and architect Blair Barry look at renderings of 
Prospector Square, which won the Gold Nugget Award for retail architecture 
and an honor from the Town of Danville. 

Designs of Prospector Square on Prospect Avenue in Danville. 

by Jordan M. Doronila

D elightful designs adorn an elegant building that enchants East Prospect Avenue in Danville. 

 “By putting a beautiful building there, you’re elevating the street,” said Kim Williams of 

Pearson & Williams, developer of Prospector Square. 

ctor Square has the appearance of multiple buildings but is actually only one structure, 12,600 square 

two stories high, with solar panels. It has latticed gables, colored stucco and a dark patina copper roof.

COURTESY OF BARRY AND VOLKM
ANN ARCHITECTS 

JORDAN M
. DORONILA 
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Living
P E O P L E  &  L I F E S T Y L E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

J oe Christianson discovered a little bit of heaven just 
east of Alamo after the last rains. He hiked into the Las 
Trampas Wilderness from Camille Avenue and soon 

found himself beholding a waterfall tumbling down mossy 
boulders amid a forest of ferns.
 “I received a tip from my boss (at Sunset Color Nursery) that 
there was a waterfall and decided to go up and see if it was true,” 
said Christianson, 17, a junior at San Ramon Valley High. 
 The first time he checked, it was dry. So he tried again after 
the big rainfall earlier this month.
 “I took my dad when it was raining ... we got there and 
the waterfall was gushing,” he recalled last week. “I was 
shocked.”
 Christianson is no stranger to hiking and thought he knew 
what Las Trampas had to offer. He also found small cascades 
along the Hemme trial, just 10-15 minutes from the trailhead.
 “Most of the hills are dry as a desert,” he said. “You’d 
never think there could be a moist forest in Danville.”
 His family—mom Sandra, dad Ted and brother Alex—all 

enjoy hiking, he said, and treat Mount Diablo as though it 
were their back yard. They moved to Alamo from Minnesota 
seven years ago and, thrilled with the local terrain, have been 
hiking ever since.
 His dad and Alex climb the big summits, such as Mount 
Shasta and Mount Rainier, and his father trains for mountain 
climbing with a 50-pound pack on his back.
 “I want to climb Mount Whitney,” said Joe. “The southern 
Sierra Nevada contains so much beauty.”
 He recommends hiking poles and says they are a well-kept 
secret that he conjectures his family may have discovered 
because his mom used to be a cross country skier.
 “If you are coming down a steep slope, you don’t want to 
ruin your knees,” said Christianson. “If you’re trying to get 
up a slippery slope, the poles anchor you.”
 They often hike on Mount Diablo and in Las Trampas.
 “We hike so much we’ve become familiar with the trails,” said 
Joe. “If I see a trail and it leads off somewhere, I’ll follow it.”
 To reach the Camille Avenue waterfall, he hiked up 
through a small eucalyptus grove, then along a canyon—a 
hike that took about 40 minutes.

 “I love to explore the hills around here,” he said. “I often 
go on small photographic expeditions.”
 He brings his Canon PowerShot and posts photos at www.
flickr.com/photos/parsectraveller/.
 “It’s capturing nature that a lot of people won’t ever see,” 
Joe said. “When I can capture it, they’re often astonished that 
such beauty can be so close by.”
 His photos on the Internet include gorgeous butterflies and 
a rattlesnake found on Mount Diablo.
 He said he has an obsession with science fiction and 
astronomy.
 “I’ve always really been interested in the physical world 
in general,” he said. “I like geography, which is probably the 
root of my hiking hobby.”
 He said when he was growing up in Minnesota, he wanted 
to be a tornado chaser.
 “But I think the California weather has changed me,” he 
said. “Now I really want to do a career involved in science 
and how it affects the world.”
 He’s already discovered firsthand how torrential rains can 
turn dry local hiking spots into a forest primeval. 

Intothe forest

San Ramon Valley High School student Joe Christianson was thrilled to discover waterfalls just west of Alamo and Danville off Camille and Hemme avenues. He has an intense appreciation for the outdoors, which he documents 
with his Canon PowerShot and posts on the Internet. Photos show (clockwise) Joe at the Camille Avenue waterfall; woodland star flowers along Camille Avenue trail; a checkerspot butterfly in Las Trampas; California poppies in 
Las Trampas; a small cascade accessed from Hemme Avenue; sunlight in the trees; and another cascade accessed from Hemme.

Verdant woodland 
just a short hike 
into the west hills
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Epicure
B Y  J A C Q U I  L O V E  M A R S H A L L

RECIPES

Tom Yum Goong 
(Spicy Thai Shrimp Soup)

4 servings

1-1/2 pounds medium shrimp, 
uncooked

9-1/2 cups water, divided
1/2 cup chopped peeled fresh galangal, 

about 2 oz. (Note: If you can’t find 
galangal, substitute ginger.)

1/2 cup (2-inch) pieces of peeled fresh 
lemongrass, about 4 stalks

6 fresh or frozen kaffir lime leaves 
(Note: If you can’t find the leaves, 
substitute three 2-inch lime rind 
strips.) 

1/2 cup fresh or canned straw mush-
rooms, quartered

2 Tbsp roasted red chili paste (such as 
Thai Kitchen)

1 Tbsp fish sauce
2 Thai chilies
1/2 cup chopped green onions
1/2 cup chopped fresh cilantro
1 Tbsp fresh lime juice
6 Tbsp chopped dry-roasted unsalted 

peanuts
4 lime wedges

1. Peel and de-vein the shrimp, reserv-
ing shells. Combine shells and 6 cups 
water in a large pot or Dutch oven; 
bring to a simmer and cook 1 hour. 

2. Strain broth through a sieve into a 
bowl, discarding the solids. Combine 
broth and remaining 3-1/2 cups water 
in a large saucepan; bring to a boil. 

3. Add galangal, lemongrass and kaffir 
lime leaves to the pan; simmer for 10 
minutes. Strain broth mixture through 
a sieve into a bowl; discard solids and 
return liquid to pan. 

4. Add mushrooms, chili paste, fish 
sauce and chilies; bring all to a boil 
and stir in shrimp, green onions and 
cilantro; cook 3 minutes or until shrimp 
are done. 

5. Discard chilies; stir in fresh lime 

juice. Place rice noodles into 4 bowls 
and ladle 2 cups soup into each bowl; 
sprinkle with peanuts and serve with 
lime wedges. 

Black Bean Soup
10 servings

2 bay leaves
1 pound dried black beans
12-1/2 cups water, divided
1 Tbsp canola oil 
3-1/2 cups chopped green pepper 

(about 3 medium)
2-1/2 cups coarsely chopped onions
1/2 cup chopped shallots (about 2 

small)
1 Tbsp ground cumin
2 Tbsp dried oregano
2 Tbsp chopped fresh oregano
1-1/2 Tbsp sugar
2 tsp kosher salt
2 cups diced peeled avocado
2 Tbsp fresh lime juice
2 cups thinly sliced red onion
1-1/2 cups chopped smoked ham, fully 

cooked (and preferably 33%-less 
sodium)

1 cup chopped fresh cilantro
1 cup light sour cream
10 tsp unsalted pumpkinseed kernels, 

toasted
1/3 cup finely chopped seeded jalapeno 

pepper (about 2 medium)
Lime wedges, optional

1. Place bay leaves and beans in Dutch 
oven; add 12 cups water to pan and 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer 
2-1/2 hours or until beans are tender, 
stirring occasionally. 

2. Heat oil in a large skillet over 
medium heat. Add bell pepper, onion 
and shallots to pan; cook 10 minutes 
until tender, stirring frequently. Stir in 
cumin, dried and fresh oregano; cook 
2 minutes, stirring frequently. Remove 

from heat; let stand 10 minutes. Place 
seasoning mixture in a blender; add 
remaining 1/2 cup water and puree until 
smooth. 

3. Add seasoning mixture, sugar and 
salt to the beans; simmer 10 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Discard bay 
leaves. Combine avocado and juice, 
toss gently. 

4. Ladle 3/4 cup bean mixture into each 
of 10 bowls; top each serving with 
3 Tbsp avocado mixture, 3 Tbsp red 
onion, 2 Tbsp ham, 1-1/2 Tbsp cilantro, 
1-1/2 Tbsp sour cream, 1 tsp pumpkin-
seed and 1/2 tsp jalapeno pepper. Serve 
with lime wedges, as desired. 

Miso Soup
4 servings 

Dashi (Japanese broth base):
 8-1/2 cups water
 1 3/4 oz. kombu (kelp), cut into 

4-inch pieces
2 Tbsp miso (soybean paste)
1/2 cup straw mushrooms, rinsed and 

halved
4 oz. silken firm tofu, drained and cut 

into 1/2-inch cubes
1 (1/2-inch) piece peeled fresh ginger, 

thinly sliced
1/4 cup thinly sliced green onions
3 oz. thinly sliced shiso (Note: If you 

can’t find shiso, substitute spinach.)

 1. To prepare dashi: combine 8-2/3 
cups water and kombu in a saucepan; 
bring to a boil. Partially cover, reduce 
heat and simmer, about 1 hour, until 
reduced to about 4 cups liquid. Strain 
dashi through a sieve over a bowl; dis-
card the solids. 

2. Place 1/4 cup dashi in a small bowl; 
stir in miso. Return dashi to pan; bring 
to simmer. Add mushrooms, tofu and 
ginger to pan. Simmer 10 minutes; 
discard ginger. Stir in green onions and 
shiso. Serve immediately. 

T he recent cold and rainy 
days have whet my appetite 
once again for warm, hearty 

soups. Soups are greatly appreci-
ated as tummy-warmers in regions 
where winter lasts for six months 
with mostly snow-filled, below-
freezing temperatures. However, 
even in the warmer climates of 
California, we can enjoy the wide 
range of soups inspired by Bay 
Area cultures. 
 Soups are generally divided into 
two groups: clear soups and thick 
soups. Clear soups primarily have 
a broth or consommé base; thick 
soups have more of a sauce base 
with added or blended ingredi-
ents. Add the cultural diversity of 
the Bay Area and doors open to 
a world with varied international 
soups as commonplace.
 Like food dishes in general, the 
distinct “personality” of a soup 
usually relates to the region of the 
country from which it emanates 
—spicier in the warmer micro-cli-

mates, heartier in the colder climes. 
For example, the Thai Shrimp Soup 
features unique spices—galangal, 
kaffir lime leaves, lemongrass—
and offers a hearty, low-calorie 
dish. Miso Soup from Japan is a 
lighter broth soup, with the unique 
ingredients of jombu, a kind of 
seaweed; shiso, a form of mint; 
and miso, a soybean paste. Miso 
comes in many varieties, ranging 

in color from red to yellow: the 
darker the miso, the stronger and 
saltier the taste. The Black Bean 
Soup (Cuban) is mild flavored and, 
served with cornbread or warm 
tortillas, is robust enough to be its 
own meal.
 For truly authentic tastes, you 
may have to visit local ethnic mar-
kets to find some of the specialty 
ingredients but the outcomes will 
be well worth the food-shopping 
adventures.
 The soup recipes here are a mix 
of cultures and “personalities” but 
each invites the chance to stay 
inside, savor the smells from the 
soup pot and be warmed by the 
tasty flavors. Serve each as a meal 
starter or with a salad or sandwich-
es for a total meal. 

Jacqui lives in Danville with her 
pug, Nina Simone, and volumes of 

cookbooks and recipes. Her col-
umn runs every other week. E-mail 
her at jlovemarshall@yahoo.com.

A world of soups

Where Resale is always Upscale!!

442 Hartz  Avenue 
Danville, 94526

Mon 10-2, Tues-Sat 10-5
925.820.4956

CHILDREN’S & MATERNITY CONSIGNMENT

Accepting Spring & Easter Consignment 
at this time! Gap, Gymboree, Janie & 

Jack, Pumpkin Patch & 
Boutique brands!

Going to the Snow?? 
We still have lots of Kids Snowsuits!!

How to consign: One basket at a time! 
Clothes, Shoes, Toys & Room Decor.

Need Help?
turn to

Aaron Isaacson
Attorney at Law

Specializing in:

925-359-3236
www.isaacsonlaw.net

www.hopyard.com

San Ramon
(925) 277-9600

470 Market Place

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Try our Winter Beers!

Neighborhood Brewpub

Japan

Thailand

Cuba

China

MISS YOUR
BEFORE-BABY 
BODY?

         is the only FDA* cleared, non-
surgical treatment that contours, shapes and slims the 
body by improving cellulite and reducing circumference. 
Reshape your overall figure including areas such as 
thighs, hips, buttocks, abdomen and more!

Experience the only complete non-
surgical alternative to liposuction!

Schedule a personal consultation today!

FDA cleared for temporary reduction of thighs circumferences  
and temporary reduction in the appearance of cellulite.

925-551-3804
Cathleen Walker, 

Clinical Esthetician  
in partnership with Dr. M. Zadik

BodyTech MedSpa for Men & Women

www.bodytechmedspa.com
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L I V I N G

A T  T H E  M O V I E SA movie review of what’s
by Joe Ramirez

Cassandra’s Dream 
★★
Rating: PG-13 for thematic material, some 
sexual material and some sexuality 
Run Time: 1 hours, 45 minutes

 “Ain’t she a beauty?” remarks one 
brother to another, as they admire the 
sailboat bearing the title of Woody 
Allen’s latest venture into Greek trag-
edy. They think the vessel has a 
lucky name. But viewers know that 
anything named after Cassandra, the 
seer who entangles men, is the first 
portent that things will go very, very 
badly for this pair of dreamers.
 Writer-director Allen’s third feature 
shot in London is “Match Point” without the suspense and sexual 
tension. He revisits the same destination points with characters 
seeking to reinvent themselves and find their fortune. The ladies—
particularly Lady Luck —figure prominently in the listless drama.
 The overwritten screenplay layers bad omen upon bad omen, 
symbol on top of symbol. Allusions abound to Euripedes and 
Medea. Characters relate their disturbing dreams that warn of 
future gloom and doom. The lifeless narrative, a series of con-
structs more at home on the page than played out on screen, fea-
tures British siblings Terry (Colin Farrell) and Ian (Ewan McGregor). 
A gambler believing that luck comes in streaks, Terry won enough 
money at the dog races to buy the sailboat that he names for the 
long shot that first crossed the finishing line. His luck runs out at 
the card table, and he needs to find a big sum of money fast.
 Ian hopes to escape from the family restaurant business by 
investing in California property-development deals. His father (John 
Benfield) predicts the only ship to come in for certain has black 
sails. No kidding. Wealthy Uncle Howard (Tom Wilkinson), the sib-
lings’ solution to their financial problems, seems to be captain of 
that ominous pirate ship. He needs his nephews to do him a favor 
in exchange. Murder, anyone?
 Although all the performances are remarkable, the actors can’t 
break free from the too neat-and-tidy script. The dialogue-heavy 
movie does raise moral questions that you won’t find in the recent 
deluge of male-heart-of-darkness films. “Before the Devil Knows 
You’re Dead,” “No Country for Old Men” and “There Will Be Blood” 
hinge on greed and the violence it begets. These films don’t ask 
you to ponder philosophical questions.
 Allen continues to ruminate about crime and punishment in a 
cruel world. Is there any difference between killing a stranger for a 
family member or killing a stranger for your country during a war? 
Ethical issues extend to Ian’s actress girlfriend (Hayley Atwell): 
Would you sleep with a director to get a part? Individuals have 
choices. At what point does one break God’s law?
 Although Allen navigates familiar waters, seduced by money and 
sultry female sirens, “Cassandra’s Dream” may lull you to sleep 
instead of inducing nightmares. 

—Susan Tavernetti 
For more movie reviews or local show times, go to www.DanvilleWeekly.com

The 411
B Y  K A T H A R I N E  O ’ H A R A

 “People will forget what you 
said, people will forget what you 
did, but people will never forget 
how you made them feel.” 
 I fear we forget these words 
from Maya Angelou all too often. 
According to the National Youth 
Violence Prevention Resource 
Center, an estimated 30 percent 
of America’s youths are a victim 
of bullying, a bully themselves, 
or—as is often the case—both. 
Some 160,000 students reportedly 
stay home from school each day 
for fear of the harassment, humili-
ation and bullying they might face 
at school—a statistic that does not 
account for the number of afraid 
and intimidated students who do 
come to school. 
 It is no secret that being in high 
school is not easy. Whether it is 
academic or peer pressure, parental 
expectations, stereotyping, racism, 
homophobia, isolation, name-call-
ing, rumors or exclusive cliques, 
students are forced to deal with 
a wide range of abuses, many of 
which they are ill-equipped to han-
dle. I often observe that identifiable 
(and often stereotypical) character-
istics are used to set individuals and 
groups apart, and are frequently the 
basis of discrimination and bullying. 
Despicable behavior has become 
the norm; boys and girls alike flip-
pantly refer to females as “bitches,” 
“whores” and “sluts,” and words 
like “faggot” are thrown around 
with no awareness of their harmful 
effect. I regret to admit that I, too, 
have become desensitized to this 
derogatory language and blatant dis-
respect due to its frequent use.
 It is not just students who are 
responsible, either. Teachers can 
also be main contributors to a nega-
tive learning environment by their 
failure to hold students account-
able for inappropriate comments, 
by using students as the brunt of 
jokes, or by being complicit in other 
behaviors that shame students.
 I also find there is a general 
lack of rapport between students on 
campus. Students pass each other 
in the halls day after day, unaware 
of others’ problems, and even the 
commonalities they may share. It is 

crucial to remember that everyone 
has their story; everyone has feel-
ings they have been forced to hide 
for one reason or another.
 It is easy to dismiss these prob-
lems as issues that afflict all high 
schools and all students—issues 
that are part of human nature and 
cannot be resolved. My own expe-
rience as a member of the SRVHS 
Climate Committee, which provides 
a forum for students to collaborate 
with their peers and administra-
tors to brainstorm ways to allevi-
ate bullying and harassment, has 
been plagued by frustration at this 
resignation. I, too, am often dis-
couraged; I know that I want the 
school climate to change, but I am 
conflicted as to how to institute 
that change in over 2,000 people. 
After my three years on the com-
mittee, I have come to realize that 
perhaps the only solution to these 
problems is to enhance the empa-
thy of all students. The discomfort 
that comes with the internalization 
of others’ suffering just may be the 
push that drives students to action. 
When we step inside the shoes of 
another and walk around a bit, we 
are more inclined to listen, under-
stand, and eventually compromise. 
 Schools across the country have 
brought about change with a similar 
theory in mind, through programs 
like Challenge Day, a program fea-
tured on the Oprah Winfrey Show 
that was designed to break down 
the barriers between students. The 
organization claims its aim “is to 
create a world where every child 
feels safe, loved and celebrated.” 
The program employs a series 
of methods to fulfill its mission. 
During Challenge Day, students 
are challenged to make themselves 
vulnerable, open up to their fellow 
classmates, and reveal thoughts and 
feelings they have never shared. 
 One of the most powerful activi-
ties, called “Cross the Line,” chal-
lenges students to step forward if 
they have experienced anything, 
from feeling alone at school, to 
being hit by someone they love. In 
training to become a Safe School 
Ambassador (part of a similar pro-
gram), I participated in this same 

activity. For each circumstance, 
more than one person always 
crossed, and several times, the 
entire group walked forward. We 
were often surprised by the com-
monality of our experiences, and 
found that those we least expected 
carry heavy burdens despite their 
happy appearance. It is through this 
program, and others like it, that stu-
dents not only become more empa-
thetic, but also come to realize they 
are not alone in their woes.
 Along with more than 400 schools 
across the country, the high schools 
in the SRVUSD have implement-
ed the Safe School Ambassadors 
program, an organization that was 
created after the Columbine High 
School shootings to train students 
how to prevent and mitigate situ-
ations on campus where students 
are being physically or emotionally 
bullied, harassed or intimidated. 
 The place to start is to acknowl-
edge these problems exist. I could 
talk to a significant portion of stu-
dents at my school who would 
disagree that bullying or harass-
ment is a major problem on local 
campuses. While it is true that 
most schools in this area are not 
afflicted by great physical violence, 
and though most are even fully 
functional (at least on the surface), 
the judgment, labeling and social 
persecution that goes on, occurs at 
any school, in any town, in any part 
of the country. 
 Students need to decide for 
themselves whether they like the 
way things are, and how commit-
ted they are to change; we must all 
become more self-aware and empa-
thetic in order to make that change 
possible. Peaceful coexistence and 
collaboration are important to not 
only making school a more com-
fortable and safe place, but to living 
and working successfully in our 
increasingly global world.

The 411 offers information 
and insight on the teen scene by 

Katharine O’Hara, a senior at 
San Ramon Valley High School 

who spends her free time going to 
concerts, enjoying her friends, and 

playing the piano. E-mail her at 
ohara5@comcast.net.

‘Despicable behavior’  
is the norm on campus

Presenting the Past
B Y  B E V E R LY  L A N E

A place to pray—and get married
In 1887 the San Ramon Methodist Church was built not far from 

the school house, in the vicinity of today’s Morgan’s Masonry Supply 
on San Ramon Valley Boulevard. George McCamley and David Glass 
helped found the church. The first recorded wedding joined Frank 
Glass and Livia Cox in 1887. The last wedding at the church was that 
of Claude Glass and Addie Oswill in 1910.

“SAN RAMON VALLEY: ALAMO, DANVILLE, AND SAN RAMON” BY BEVERLY LANE AND RALPH COZINE

Super saleswoman 
gets Mexican trip
 Danville resident Carmene 
Dimarumba recently earned a nine-
day Mexican cruise trip for her 
high achievements in her business 
Symmetry, a direct selling compa-
ny known for its resveratrol-infused 
juice product.  
 “What an honor it is to be 
rewarded with an amazing getaway 
trip for my hard work,” she said. 

“It is a wonderful feeling to work 
for a company that encourages you 
to do the best you can in running 
your own business and believes in 
helping people.” 
 Business partners had to achieve 
and maintain sales levels over and 
above those accomplished in 2006 to 
be eligible for the trip, which is part 
of the company’s annual incentive 
trip. The winners were scheduled to 
leave from San Diego on Jan. 1. 
 “The annual trip contest is just 
another way for us to reward our 

business partners with a trip that they 
have only dreamt of taking,” said 
Rudy Revak, Symmetry president. 
 Symmetry was founded in May 
of 1995 by Revak and is based in 
Milpitas. Dimarumba is a company 
business partner. She has been with 
Symmetry since July 2002 and was 
awarded the cruise trip for reach-
ing the “2 Star National Field VP 
title.” 

O F  N O T E

 Continued on page 17
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Alamo man named 
to hospital board
 The ValleyCare Health System 
Board of Directors has named new 
board member James A. Mayer to 
fill a vacant at-large seat. He pre-
viously served on the ValleyCare 
board from 1998-2004.
 Mayer is president of the 
Diablo Valley Banking Region for 
Heritage Bank of Commerce. He 
has been a banker in the East Bay 
since 1983. His previous posi-
tions include president and CEO 
of Lamorinda National Bank until 
its sale in 1996. He also served as 
president and CEO of Mt. Diablo 
National Bank from 1996-2002, 
and founding president and CEO 
of Diablo Valley Bank until its sale 
to Heritage Bank of Commerce 
last year.

 Mayer is a native of San 
Francisco, attended the University 
of San Francisco and gradu-
ated from the Pacific Coast 
Banking School at University 
of Washington. He and his wife 
Carolyn live in Alamo.

Wardrobe names 
new director
 Wardrobe for Opportunity has 
appointed a new director to head 
its executive board and has recent-
ly re-elected its board officers. 
 The nonprofit group, which aims 
to provide professional clothing 
and career support to low-income 
Bay Area jobseekers, has appoint-
ed Rani Selvarajoo Urbas as its 
new executive board director. 
 “I deeply respect WFO’s cli-
ents’ efforts to take control of 
their future, find meaningful work 
and build a future for their fami-
lies,” Urbas said. “I’ve witnessed 
the impact on self-esteem and 
self-worth that comes from find-

ing a new, important first job.” 
 She has an accounting degree 
from the University of Florida 
and has spent much of her career 
working for technology compa-
nies in product and corporate 
strategy. She was most recently 
a senior director for Embarcadero 
Technologies where she man-
aged sales, marketing and field 
operations for Japan and the Asia 
Pacific regions. She has spent 12 
years at PeopleSoft, Siebel and 
Oracle, working in sales, product 
management and corporate strat-
egy. 
 Jacqueline Brown was elected 
for a second term as president of 
the board; Michelle Smith was re-
elected as vice president; treasurer 
Jeanne Van Shuff and secretary 
Chris Byrne were also re-elected.
 Wardrobe for Opportunity is a 
volunteer-based organization that 
serves the Bay Area, with dressing 
locations in downtown Oakland 
and Pleasant Hill. Wardrobe for 
Opportunity has grown signifi-
cantly since its founding. In 2006, 

it served 1,712 women and men; 
it has helped over 14,000 low-
income jobseekers since 1995. 

Coldwell Banker 
collects 5,000 
Toys for Tots
 Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage collected nearly 5,000 
toys over the holidays to ben-
efit needy children in Northern 
California. East Bay Coldwell 
Banker offices alone collected 
more than 1,000 toys, with the 
Danville office leading the way by 
collecting more than 300. 
 This marked the 20th year the 
company served as an official cor-
porate partner for the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve’s “Toys for Tots” 
campaign. 
 “As a business, we have been 
blessed over the years,” said 
Larry Klapow, president of the 
San Francisco Bay region broker-
age. “Our agents, managers and 

staff feel very deeply about help-
ing those less fortunate enjoy the 
magic of the holiday season.” 
 Coldwell Banker offices in 
Northern California enlisted a 
variety of techniques to bring 
more toys to each local office, 
including banners, fliers, posters 
and e-mails. Klapow credited the 
community for its generous sup-
port. 
 “People really rallied behind 
this year’s campaign,” he said. 
“Because of their generosity, 
many children were able to enjoy 
a festive holiday season that oth-
erwise might have gone without 
any presents.” 

Of Note
 Continued from page 16

CALLAHAN
TILE & STONE

• Sonoma Tilemakers • Oceanside 
Glasstile• Landmark Metal Coat  
• Ken Mason Tile • Jeffrey Court  

• Country Floors

925-463-6000
4811 Hopyard Rd • Pleasanton

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN  
SERVICE AVAILABLE IN OUR  

SHOWROOM BY APPOINTMENT

Our large designer showroom displays 
an extensive selection of stone,  

tile and unique decorative accents 
featuring manufacturers as:

Elegant and Relaxing

Personalized Professional  

Nail Care

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . .  (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . .  (925) 838-6300
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd . . . . . . . .  (925) 680 8600
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . .  (925) 938-2500

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers  
or friends who want to have a unique  
and fun get together, arrange a private  

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Crow Canyon location

BRINGING LEARNING TO LIFE

exploring 
& imagining

The Seven Hills School
975 North San Carlos Drive Walnut Creek, CA 94598

tel 925.933.0666  
www.sevenhillsschool.org

Application  
Deadline  

January 31, 2008

‘My friend gave me a 
heads up on this...’

Town 
Square
Forum

READ MORE/COMMENT
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  Calendar

Art
‘The Other’ Pioneer Art Gallery will 
host “The Other” exhibit with pieces 
on display that represent modern 
interpretations of abstraction and 
reflective of Pollock, Klein and others 
from Feb. 20-March 22, at the gallery, 
524 Hartz Ave., Danville. A reception 
will be held from 3-7 p.m., Saturday, 
March 8, at the gallery. Call Noel at 
831-1069 or 528-9000. 
Close to Home and Far Away 
Artists’ Reception Come and enjoy 
the artwork of Robin Purcell and Diane 
Pruett from 4-7 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 
2, at the Pioneer Art Gallery, 524 Hartz 
Ave., Danville. Call 648-0971 or visit 
www.adas4art.org. 
High School Artists and Musicians 
Pioneer Art Gallery presents an exhibit 
of students’ work from local high 
schools from Jan. 25-27, at the gal-
lery, 524 Hartz Ave., Danville. This is 
a unique opportunity for young artists 
to display their work, win awards and 
gain recognition. 

Auditions
‘School for Scandal’ Role Players will 
host auditions for “School for Scandal” 
at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 6, at the 
Village Theatre, 233 Front St. and at 7 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 7, at the Oak Hill 
Park Community Center, Danville. The 
theatre is looking for 11 males, ages 
25-60 (may be double cast) and five 
females, ages 20-60. Prepare clas-
sic monologue and be familiar with 
play; British accent required. For an 
appointment, call (510) 865-4740. Call 
back will be on Feb. 9. 
Boxcar Children Auditions Auditions 
for youth for “Boxcar” will be held at 
6 p.m. (ages 7-9), 7:30 p.m. (ages 
10-12) and 8:30 p.m. (ages 13-16), 
Monday, Feb. 4, at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 

Pleasanton. Auditions for youth 17 
years and older is at 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
Feb. 5. Call backs will be held on 
Wednesday, Feb. 6, by invitation. Call 
931-5350. 

Author Visit
Dave McKae Pitching and Signing 
Rakestraw Books will host a special 
pitching clinic with Dave McKae at 1 
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2, at Rakestraw 
Books, 409 Railroad Ave., Danville. He 
will also sign his book, “In Pursuit of 
Pitching Perfection.” Reservations are 
required by calling 837-7337. 
‘Soup’s for Dinner’ with Leslie 
Jonath Rakestraw Books will host 
Leslie Jonath at “Soup’s for Dinner” 
at 7 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 7, at 
Rakestraw Books, 409 Railroad Ave., 
Danville. Dinner will include differ-
ent kinds of soup, bread, cheese 
and dessert. Cost is $10. Proceeds 
benefit the Contra Costa Food Bank. 
Reservations are required by calling 
837-7337. 

Civic Meetings
Danville Parks and Leisure 
Services Commission The 
Commission meets regularly on the 
second Wednesday of every month at 
7 p.m. in the Town Meeting Hall, 201 
Front St. 
Danville Planning Commission 
The Commission meets regularly on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of 
every month at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Meeting Hall, 201 Front St. 
State of the Town Luncheon Town 
of Danville and Mayor Candance 
Anderson will host the State of the 
Town Luncheon at 11:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, March 5, at Crow 
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver Lake 
Dr., Danville. Tickets are $35, pre-

registration is required after Feb. 20. 
Call 314-3400. 
Town Council Meeting The Danville 
Town Council normally meets on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Meeting Hall, 
201 Front St. 

Class 
Reunions
Monte Vista High School 20 Year 
Reunion The Monte Vista High 
School Class of 1987 is seeking 
members for its 20 year reunion. 
The reunion is planned for February 
2008. To receive your invitation, e-mail 
monte_vista_1987@yahoo.com. 

Classes
Financial Planning for Special 
Needs Children Town of Danville will 
host a class on Financial Planning for 
Special Needs Children from 6-8 p.m., 
Wednesdday, Feb. 20, at the Danville 
Library, Mt. Diablo Room, 400 Front 
St. This class is free, but registration is 
required by calling 314-3392 or visit-
ing www.ci.danville.ca.us. 

Clubs
Amador Valley Quilters Amador 
Valley Quilters will host fiber art-
ist Linda Schmidt, who is noted for 
her innovative approach to quilting, 
at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 9, at 
Pleasanton Middle School, 5001 Case 
Ave. Linda will conduct a workshop 
the following day. E-mail publicity@
amadorvalleyquilters.org or visit www.
amadorvalleyquilters.org. 
American Sewing Guild Start the 
year off with inspiration at the American 
Sewing Guild’s Decades of Style Trunk 
Show from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 26, at Walnut Creek United 
Methodist Church, Social Hall, 1543 
Sunnyvale Ave., Walnut Creek. Cost is 
$5 for memebers, $10 for non-mem-
bers. Ten percent discount on patterns 
for ASG members. Call 439-4559 or 
visit www.asgwalnutcreek.org. 
Diablo Bonsai Club This club 
will host a workshop on “Formal 
Upright Style” from 7:30-9:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, at Heather 
Farm Garden Center, Upper Room, 
1540 Marchbanks Dr., Walnut Creek. 
Individual attention will be given to 
those interested in the art of bonsai. 
Call 937-4216. 
First Editions Club Rakestraw 
Books hosts the First Editions Club 
that invites registered members to 
receive a signed first edition of that 
month’s pick. The first selection is 
“People of the Book” by Geraldine 
Brooks. Registration is due by Feb. 1. 
Visit the store at 409 Railroad Ave., 
Danville or call 837-7337. 

Concerts
California Symphony Presents 
Joyce Yang Van Cliburn Silver 
Medalist Joyce Yang reunites with 
the California Symphony at 4 p.m., 
Sunday, Jan. 27. and at 7:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, at the Lesher 
Regional Center for the Arts, 1601 
Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. Tickets are 
$39-59. Call 280-2490 or visit www.
californiasymphony.org. 
Ravi Coltrane to Perform at 
Amador Theater Amador Theater 
will host musician and composer Ravi 
Coltrane, the son of the renowned 
artists John and Alice Coltrane, in 
concert at 8 p.m., Friday, Feb. 8, at 

Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. Tickets are $30, $35 and 
$40 for adults; $20, $25 and $30 for 
students. Call 931-3444 or visit www.
civicartstickets.org. 
Sounds of the Sixties Danville 
Community Band will host “Sounds of 
the Sixties” at 2 p.m., Sunday, March 
2, at the Blackhawk Museum, 3700 
Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville. 
Concert is free with paid museum 
admission which is $8 for adults, $5 
for seniors and students. Visit www.
blackhawkmuseum.org. 
The Sun Kings Community Concerts 
presents “The Sun Kings,” the Beatles 
tribute group, at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 9, at San Ramon Valley High 
School, PAC, 501 Danville Blvd., 
Danville. Tickets are $40 for gold seat-
ing, $25 for adults or $10 for students. 
Call 229-2710 or visit www.communi-
tyconcerts.com. 

Events
2008 O’Neill International 
Conference Scholars and devotees 
of Eugene O’Neill will come together 
at the 2008 O’Neill International 
Conference held from June 11-15, at 
the Tao House, Danville. Registration 
is now open; contact Diane Schinnerer 
at 828-0659 or dmdds@aol.com. 
Heartland Danville Antiques and 
Art Discover Danville Association will 
host an Antiques and Art Faire from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 10, in 
the Railroad Centre on Railroad Ave., 
Danville. The faire is free; antiques 
appraisal clinic will be held from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at $10 per appraisal. 
Proceeds will benefit the Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley. Call 837-2664. 
USS Hornet Honors Aerial 
Firefighters Aerial firefighters will be 
honored at a ceremony at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 9, at USS Hornet 
Aircraft Carrier, Pier 3, Alameda. The 
ceremony will launch a new perma-
nent exhibit on the history of aerial 
firefighting in California. Cost is $6-14. 
Call (510) 521-8448 or visit www.uss-
hornet.org. 

Exhibits
Agriculture for a Century, the 
Business of the Valley Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley is hosting the 
“Agriculture for a Century, the Business 
of the Valley” exhibit from until May 
10, at the museum at the corner 
of Railroad and Prospect avenues. 
Museum hours are from 1-4 p.m., 
Tuesday-Friday and 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Saturday. Admission is free, but dona-
tions are welcome. Call 837-3750. 
The Original Rat Fink Blackhawk 
Museum will host the “Original Rat 
Fink” exhibit from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Feb. 13-June 15, at the Blackhawk 
Museum, 3700 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle, Danville. The exhibit will fea-
ture original artwork, hot rods and 
toys all built by Ed “Big Daddy” Roth. 
Admission to the museum is $8 for 
adults, $5 for students and seniors. 
Visit www.blackhawkmuseum.org. 

Fundraisers
10th Hats Off America Red T-Shirt 
Run and Walk  Hats Off American 
will host the 10th annual Red T-shirt 
Run and Walk from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 9, at Sycamore Valley 
Park, 2101 Holbrook Dr., Danville. 
Danville Mayor Candace Andersen 
will start the event. Cost is $35; 
free for volunteers. All runners and 
volunteers will receive a red T-shirt 
and lunch donated by El Balazo 
Restaurant. Call 855-1950 or visit 
www.hatsoffamerica.us. 

All You Can Eat Crab Feed San 
Ramon Historic Foundation will host 
an All You Can Eat Crab Feed at 6 
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 9, at Dougherty 
Station Community Center, 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Rd., San Ramon. 
Tickets are $40; reservations are due 
by Jan. 27. Proceeds benefit the foun-
dation. Dinner includes crab, pasta, 
salad, bread, dessert and coffee. Call 
828-0586 or 828-9329. 
Annual Crab Feed Come and 
support a great cause at Outdoor 
Adventure Faire’s Annual Crab Feed 
at 5:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 26, at 
Charlotte Wood Middle School, 600 El 
Capitan Dr., Danville. Tickets are $40 
for adults, $25 for children or $350 for 
a table of ten. Menu includes garlic 
bread, salad, pasta, crab and dessert. 
The night will include live music and 
silent and live auctions. Call Jim at 
820-3874 or Pete at 719-1950. 
Danville Rotary Crabfeed Danville 
Rotary will host its annual crab feed 
at 6:30 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2, at St. 
Isidore’s Church, Small Gym, 440 La 
Gonda Way, Danville. Cost is $45 per 
person. The night includes dinner, 
silent and live auctions and drawing. 
Call 837-2027. Proceeds benefit youth 
and community progams and the 
YMCA’s capital campaign 
Oscar Party Town of Danville will host 
an Oscar Party at 5 p.m., Sunday, 
Feb. 24, at the Village Theatre, 233 
Front St., Danville. Proceeds will ben-
efit the Danville International Children’s 
Film Festival. Tickets go on sale Jan. 
28; call 314-3400, visit the Danville 
Community Center, 420 Front St. or 
www.villagetheareshows.com. 
Super Bowl Sunday Crab Feed 
Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley 
(VNVDV) will host their annual Super 
Bowl Sunday Crab Feed at 1 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 3, at the Veterans 
Memorial Hall, 400 Hartz Ave., 
Danville. Tickets are $40. Door prizes 
and drawings will be awarded and the 
Super Bowl game will be broadcast. 
Proceeds benefit organizations that 
VNVDV supports. Visit www.vnvdv.com. 

Kids and Teens
“Peter and the Wolf” Jim Gamble’s 
Puppets interpret Prokofiev’s favorite 
classic “Peter and the Wolf” from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 26, at 
the Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita 
Rd., Pleasanton. Tickets are $10, $14 
and $18. Call 931-5361 or visit www.
civicartstickets.org. 
‘Amore, Amore!’ Blackhawk 
Museum will host “Amore, Amore!” 
from 1-4 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 10, at the 
Blackhawk Museum, 3700 Blackhawk 
Plaza Circle, Danville. Children will 
learn about what St. Valentine, 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and 
some automobiles have in common. 
This event is a free drop-in with paid 
museum admission. Call 736-2277. 
Youth to Youth Middle School 
Conference Community Against 
Substance Abuse (CASA) will host the 
14th annual Youth to Youth Middle 
School Conference from 8 a.m.-10 
p.m., Saturday, March 8, at Dougherty 
Valley High School, 10550 Albion Rd., 
San Ramon. Tickets are $35 with 
pre-registration, $45 at the door. 6th-
8th grade students will enjoy keynote 
speakers, workshops, teenbuilding 
activities, lunch, dinner and dance. 
Call 743-3059, ext. 328 or visit www.
srvcasa.org 

Lectures/
Workshops
“The Price of Privilege” The Seven 
Hills School will host a lecture with 
Madeline Levine, Ph.D., author of 

Exhibit explores the Valley’s  
agriculture

From 1850 to 1950, agriculture was the basic economy of the 
Valley, and town businesses, farmers and ranchers were depen-
dent on each other, not to mention the horses shown above. 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley explores this history in its cur-
rent exhibit, “Agriculture: For a Century, the Business of the Valley,” 
with old photographs and artifacts, including machinery manufac-
tured in Danville, depicting life in the San Ramon Valley and Diablo 
foothills. The exhibit runs until May 10; hours are 1-4 p.m. Tuesday 
to Friday, and 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday. The museum is located at 
the corner of Railroad and Prospect avenues in Danville. Former 
ranchers will be on hand every Saturday to talk to visitors. Call 
837-3750.

M
USEUM

 OF THE SAN RAM
ON VALLEY

W E E K E N D  P R E V I E W



“The Price of Privilege” from 6:45-8:30 
p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 6, at Seven 
Hills School, 975 N. San Carlos Circle, 
Walnut Creek. Cost is $15; educators 
are free. Call 974-4981 or visit www.
sevenhillsschool.org. 
Acupuncture: Its Potentials and 
Possibilities with Cancer Dr. Amy 
Matecki will discuss how combining 
acupuncture with conventional thera-
pies may help with cancer treatments 
in reducing pain, lessening anxiety and 
alleviating the side effects of chemo-
therapy from 6-7:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Jan. 31, at the Wellness Community, 
3276 McNutt Ave., Walnut Creek. Call 
933-0107. 
Arm Chair Travel to Chile Town of 
Danville will host Carol Fowler who will 
speak on “Arm Chair Travel to Chile” 
at 1 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 6, at the 
Danville Library, 400 Front St. This 
event is free. Call 837-4889. 
Global Financial Issues East Bay 
World Affairs Council will host a program 
on “Global Financial Issues” at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Jan. 31, at Massimo 
Ristorante, 1604 Locust St., Walnut 
Creek. Cost for the program only is $8 
for members or $10 for non-members; 
cost for the dinner and program is $34 
for members or $36 for non-members. 
For reservations, call (415) 293-4600 or 
visit www.itsyourworld.org. 
Nutrition and Cancer Treatment 
Learn to maximize your nutrition dur-
ing and after cancer treatment from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2, at the 
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt 
Ave., Walnut Creek. Learn what to 
eat, even when you don’t feel like it, 
learn ways to hydrate, and get your 
specific nutritional issues addressed. 
Call 933-0107. 
Wills and Trusts Seminar Tony La 
Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation 
(ARF) will host a wills and trusts semi-
nar, with guest speaker, Sarah S. Nix, 
from 6-7 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 7, at 
ARF, 2890 Mitchell Dr., Walnut Creek. 
This event is free, but reservations are 
required by calling 296-3103. 

Literary Events
Century House Reading Series 
Century House will host guest poets, 
Dane Cervine and John Rowe, 
from 2-4 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 3, at 
Century House, 2401 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. An open mic segment will 
follow with poets of all ages who will 
be invited to read a favorite or original 
poem of 40 lines or less. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Cost is $5. Call 
931-5350 . 
Evening Book Group Rakestraw 
Books host the Evening Book Group 
at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 19, at 
Rakestraw Books, 409 Railroad Ave., 
Danville. The book selection is “Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover” by D.H. Lawrence. 
Call 837-7337. 

Live Music
Brad Wilson Award-winning record-
ing artist Brad Wilson will bring his 
“Rockin’ The Blues/Rippin’ Guitar” 
show at 9 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2, at 
Crown Billiards, 2416 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd., San Ramon. This event is 
free. Visit www.bradwilsonlive.com. 
Youth Music Festival Come and 
hear solo vocalists, instrumentalists, 
and vocal and instrumental ensembles, 
ages 18 and under, at the Youth Music 
Festival from 8-10 p.m., Friday, Feb. 
15, at Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Tickets are $7 
in advance, $10 at the door. Call 931-
3444 or visit www.civicartstickets.org. 

Miscellaneous
Recycle for Breast Cancer Recycle 
for Breast Cancer is open seven days a 
week accepting free dropoffs for com-
puters, monitors, cell phones, laptops, 
servers and TVs, at 31 Beta Ct., Suite 
C, San Ramon. Call 735-7203 or visit 
www.recycleforbreastcancer.org. 
The Energy Primer for Kids The 
Energy Primer for Kids is a 25-page 
booklet of simple facts pertaining to 

current energy issues and is useful 
for adults that are evaluating energy 
related claims of politicians. For a free 
copy, write to Synergy Institute, P.O. 
Box 561, San Ramon, CA 94583. A 
speaker is available for groups wish-
ing to hear about the global warming 
propaganda. Call 837-7612. 
Vista Grande Alternative Program 
Annual Orientation The Vista 
Grande Continuous Progress 
Alternative Program will host its 
annual orientation meeting at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 7, at at Vista Grande 
Elementary School, in the school’s 
multi-purpose room, 667 Diablo Rd., 
Danville. Learn more about the pro-
gram and pick up the 2008/09 kinder-
garten class packet. Call 362-4098. 

On Stage
‘Bus Stop’ Classic American play in 
which a mixed bag of bus passen-
gers (and strangers) are stranded in a 
1950s Topeka diner in a snowstorm. 
“Bus Stop” plays at 8 p.m., Friday-
Saturday and at 2 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 
18-Feb. 9, at the Village Theatre, 233 
Front St., Danville. Tickets are $22-25, 
$15 for students and groups of 10 
or more. Call 820-1278 or visit www.
danvilletheatre.com. 
‘Mystic Magic’ Brian Scott 
Productions presents “Mystic Magic” 
at 4 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 12, at the 
Danville Library, 400 Front St. Brian 
presents a show that is fun and can 
be enjoyed by the entire family. This 
event is free. Call 837-4889. 
‘Nixon’s Nixon’ Center REPertory 
Company presents “Nixon’s Nixon” 
at various times, Jan. 31-March 1, 
at Center REPertory Company, 1601 
Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. Tickets are 
$15-40. Call 943-7469 or visit www.
dlrca.org. 
‘The Heat Is On’ An explosive the-
atrical concert based on the life of 
Rita Hayworth, “The Heat Is On” will 
start at 8 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2, 
at the Dougherty Valley Performing 
Arts Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San 
Ramon. Tickets are $35. Call 973-
3372 or visit www.sanramonperform-
ingarts.com. 
Late Nite Catechism San Ramon 
Performing Arts presents “Late Night 
Catechism” at 2 p.m., Sundays, 
until Jan. 27, at the Dougherty Valley 
Performing Arts Center, 10550 Albion 
Rd., San Ramon. Tickets are $25. Call 
973-3372 or visit www.sanramonper-
formingarts.com. 

Seniors
Golden Crane Chinese New Year 
The Golden Crane Senior group will 
celebrate the Chinese New Year on 
Monday, Jan. 28, at the San Ramon 
Senior Center, 9300 Alcosta Blvd. Join 
the celebration with food and good 
cheer. Cost is $4. E-mail jadragnfly@
yahoo.com. 
HICAP Appointments The Health 
Insurance Counseling Advocacy 
Program (HICAP) offers its services 
free to anyone on Medicare or at 
least 60 years old with questions 
about health insurance coverage. 
Appointments are available the 
second Wednesday and the fourth 
Tuesday of every month by appoint-
ment; call 314-3400. 
Prime Time Prime Time for sea-
soned citizens meets from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., every Tuesday, at Community 
Presbyterian Church, 222 W. El 
Pintado, Danville. Activities include line 
dancing, English handbells, ceramics, 
wood carving and more. A home-
cooked meal is served at noon for 
$4. Rides are provided by County 
Connection Link for $3.50 round trip; 
call Gloria at 837-5229. For informa-
tion, call 820-6387. 

Spiritual
‘The Terrible Blessing of the 
Journey’ San Damiano will host a 
mid-life workshop on “The Terrible 
Blessing of the Journey” presented 
by Paul D’Arcy and Franciscan Father 

Rusty Shaughnessy from Jan. 29-31, 
at San Damiano, 710 Highland Dr., 
Danville. Cost is $220 for a private 
room or $190 for a shared room. Call 
837-9141, ext. 315. 

Volunteering
Animal Fosters Urgently Needed 
Animal Rescue Foundation (ARF) 
is looking for short-term fosters for 
dogs, puppies, cats and kittens. ARF 
will provide the food, supplies and 
vet care; all you need to do is provide 
the love. Call 296-3173 or visit www.
arf.net. 
Anna’s Program Hospice of the 
East Bay is asking for volunteers to 
help with Anna’s Program, a program 
which provides support to women 
diagnosed with recurrent breast 
cancer. Volunteers provide compan-
ionship and practical assistance. To 
apply, call 887-5678 and ask for the 
Volunteer Department or e-mail vol-
unteers@hospiceeastbay.org. 
Lindsay Wildlife Museum Docents 
are needed to lead class tours, 
teaching children and others about 
our important connection with wildlife 
and the world we share. No experi-
ence needed. Call 627-2444 or visit 
www.wildlife-museum.org. 
Make a Difference Reutlinger 
Community for Jewish Living (RCJL) 
in Danville provides assisted living, 
Alzheimer’s and skilled nursing care 
in a community our residents call 
home. Volunteers play a key role at 
RCJL and opportunities are availabe 
for students and adults. For informa-
tion, call Volunteer Coordinator Irma 
at 964-2098. 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
The Museum of the San Ramon 
Valley welcomes volunteers and has 
a current need for greeters who give 
three hours one day a month to wel-
come visitors to the museum, register 
their attendance, and give them an 
introductory tour of the Waiting Room 
and the Museum Store. Call Carmen 
Curtis at 837-9781 or the museum at 
837-3750. 
Project Second Chance This orga-
nization seeks volunteers for the 
Contra Costa County Library adult 
literacy program, Project Second 
Chance (PSC), by becoming literacy 
tutors. Training is from 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 30 and from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2 and 9, 
at the PSC office, 75 Santa Barbara 
Rd., Pleasant Hill. All 14 hours are 
required. Call 927-3250 or e-mail 
psc@ccclib.org. 
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LUNCH .  DINNER

Hidden in a corner  
of San Ramon, this gem  

of a restaurant is garnering 
rave reviews for their fresh  

and rustic cuisine.

925.314.0974
2416 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

San Ramon

Come join us for our
new Winter Menu.

JANUARY ROLE PLAYERS ENSEMBLE THEATRE PRESENTS

Written by 
William Inge

Director
Dana Anderson

Purchase tickets online at
www.villagetheatreshows.com
or at The Community Center

420 Front St, Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5 pm
or call (925) 314-3400  or  (925) 314-3463 

Groups rates for more than 10:  $15

Tickets $15 - $25

Presented in association with the Town of Danville

BUS STOP
JANUARY 18 - FEBRUARY 9, 2008

THE VILLAGE THEATRE,
233 Front Street, Danville

An unexpected snow storm leads stranded passengers down a 
path of soul searching, dream chasing and self discovery. An 
American classic sure to delight.

“Should absolutely not be missed” - Charles Jarrett, 
on-line Forallevents.com and in print Rossmoor News

Meet Quincy
This young adult, neutered male housecat has a great personality. 

Quincy is a beautiful shade of red with white legs and a white chest. 
He has a big, fluffy red tail that he holds straight in the air and waves 
like a flag. Quincy enjoys playing with toys and he likes to sit in your 
lap to be petted. Quincy has medium length fur and he likes to be 
brushed. For more information about Quincy (No. 75135) visit him 
at the East County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin. It’s 
open daily from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 803-7040. 

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH
P E T  O F  T H E  W E E K
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  Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

Friday, Jan. 25

Men’s Basketball 
San Ramon Valley at Monte Vista, 7 p.m.

Women’s Basketball 
San Ramon Valley vs. Monte Vista, 7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer 
Monte Vista at Livermore, 5:45 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 26

Wrestling 
Fairfield Tournament, 7 a.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 29

Women’s Basketball 
San Ramon Valley vs. Amador, 7 p.m.

Monte Vista at Granada, 7 p.m.
Women’s Soccer 
San Ramon Valley vs. Foothill, 5:45 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 30

Men’s Basketball 
San Ramon Valley at Amador, 7 p.m.

Monte Vista vs. Granada, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 31

Women’s Soccer 
Monte Vista at Amador, 5:45 p.m.

Wrestling 
San Ramon Valley at Livermore, 7 p.m.

Monte Vista vs. Foothill, 7 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 1

Men’s Basketball 
San Ramon Valley vs. Granada, 7 p.m.

Monte Vista at Cal High, 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball 
San Ramon Valley at Granada, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Cal High, 7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer 
Monte Vista vs. Amador, 5:45 p.m.

Friday-Saturday, Feb. 1-2

Wrestling 
Mission San Jose Invitation at Mission San 
Jose High, 9 a.m.

P R E P  S C H E D U L E

Parent photographers 
Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com of the best action shot from 
your child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember to 
include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.

Mixing it up
San Ramon Valley High midfielder junior Drew White battles for the ball when the varsity soccer 

team went to Monte Vista last week on Wednesday to face its cross-town rivals. After plenty of 
action—and in very windy conditions—the score remained a tie at 1-1.
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New gym sees JV action
Kylie Rothfield dribbles against a defender when the San Ramon Valley 

High junior varsity girls basketball team met Dougherty Valley at its new 
gymnasium last Friday night.
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115 Announcements

$8 Prescription Eyeglasses 
-

 

Pregnant? Considering Adoption 

Writers Wanted 

 

 

-
-

 

 

Flower Shop 
 

Pet Sitter  

120 Auctions
Lender Foreclosure Auction  

130 Classes & 
Instruction

Danville Boot Camp for Women  

-

TUTORING BY  
CREDENTIALED TEACHER 

 

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try something new for Winter!   
Call Bennetta Heaton  

(925) 820-1169  

LEARN TO SING & PERFORM ! 
 

Call 925-462-4419 
for further information and to reserve 

your weekly lessons.

Piano Lessons  

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Autos Wanted 

Donate Vehicle  

Donate Your Car  

BMW 1991 850i  

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

Menlo Park, 1441 Modoc Ave,  
Jan 11- Jan 20, 6-9 

Pleasanton, 3329 Vermont Pl, 
January 26 9-1 

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques

240 Furnishings/
Household items

SOFA SECTIONAL  

245 Miscellaneous
Sawmills  

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment

Monarck 827E Exercise Bike  

330 Child Care 
Offered

Babysitter 

 

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
America’s Favorite Coffee  

High School Math Tutor 

 

Tutoring in Math & Chemistry  

 

355 Items for Sale

420 Healing/
Bodywork
The Feldenkrais Method  

-

-

445 Music Classes
Piano Lessons For All Ages 

 

455 Personal Training

500 Help Wanted
Ambitious? Tired  

of Trading Time 4 $$$ ? 

Assistant to the Webmaster  

-
-

-
 

 

-

 

-
 

Chess Teacher 
 

CPA Tax Pro â “ Part Time  

 

Media advertising account  
representative  

-

-

-
 

 

-

-

 
 

-

 
 

 
 

NANNIES NEEDED!!! 
 

 
A Nanny Connection 

 

Receptionist 
 

 
 

 
 

525 Adult Care 
Wanted
Personal Caregiver  

-

-

550 Business 
Opportunities
All Cash Candy Route  

Bartenders Needed:  

-

 
 

Business for Sale  

Cool Travel Job!!  

 

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

Danville  Weekly

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM
PLACE 
AN AD
  ONLINE

  E-MAIL  

 PHONE  

and

-

-

-

-

 INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 

  FOR SALE 
 

  KIDS STUFF 
 

JOBS 

BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

HOME 
SERVICES 

 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

Danville  Weekly

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information



Data Entry Processors Needed!  
Earn $3,500-$5,000 weekly working 
from home! Guaranteed paychecks! 
No experience necessary! Positions 
available today! Register online now!  
http://www.BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN)  

Extras, Actors, Models!  
Make $100-$300/day. No Experience 
Required, Meet celebrities, Full Time/Part 
Time, All looks needed! Call Now! 1-800-
556-6103. extension 528 (AAN CAN)  

Help Wanted  
Earn Extra income assembling CD 
cases from Home. Start Immediately. 
No Experience Necessary. 1-800-
405-7619 ext. 150 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)  

Home Refund Jobs!  
Earn $3,500-$5000 weekly processing 
company refunds online! Guaranteed pay-
checks! No experience needed! Positions 
available today! Register online now! 
http://www.RebateWork.com (AAN CAN)  

Make $150/Hour  
Get Paid Cash for Your Opinion! 
Earn $5 to $75 to fill our simple 
surveys online. Start NOW! http://
www.paidchoice.com (AAN CAN)  

Mystery Shoppers  
MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get paid to 
shop! Retail/Dining establishments 
need undercover clients to judge qual-
ity/customer service. Earn up to $70 
a day. Call 800-901-9370 (AAN CAN)  

Outdoor Youth Counselor  
Do you love the outdoors and help-
ing troubled teens? Immediate  
openings at Eckerd outdoor thera-
peutic programs in NC, TN, GA, FL, 
VT, NH and RI. Year-round residential 
position, free room & board, competi-
tive salary/ benefits. Info and apply 
online: www.eckerdyouth.org. Or fax  
resume to Career Advisor/AN, 727-
442-5911. EOE/DFWP (AAN CAN)  

Post Office Now Hiring!  
Average pay $20/hr or $57K/yr includes 
federal benefits and OT. Offered by 
exam services, not affiliated w/USPS 
who hires. 1-866-616-7019. (AAN CAN)  

Tired of the Rat Race? 
Are you ready to live life to the fullest? 

Have you heard of THE  
SECRET? Visit http://www.

TheCareerWinner.com (AAN CAN) 

560 Employment 
Information
Calling All Host Families!  
If you’ve hosted an exchange student in 
the past then why not use your cross- 
cultural experience to help others? By 
becoming an ASSE Area Representative, 
you’ll enjoy the rewards of getting to 
know others in your community and 
around the world! To find out more, call 
1-800-733-2773 or www.ASSE.com/
Volunteer (Cal-SCAN)

Driver - CDL Training 
$0 down, financing by Central 

Refrigerated. Drive for Central, earn up 
to $40k+ 1st year! 1-800-587-0029 
x4779. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 

(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers  
Don’t Just Start Your Career, Start It 
Right! Company Sponsored CDL training 
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have CDL? 
Tuition Reimbursement! www.JoinCRST.
com 1-800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - Call Today!  
Bonus and Paid Orientation. 36-43 cpm 
Earn over $1000 weekly. Excellent 
Benefits. Class A and 3 months recent 
OTR required. 800-635-8669. (Cal-
SCAN) 

Drivers - Regional Runs  
Van and Flatbed. Ask about qualifying for 
5 raises in a year! No exp? CDL Training 
available. Tuition reimbursement. 877-
232-2386 www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Get Crane Trained  
Crane/Heavy Equipment Training. 
National Certification Prep. Placement 
Assistance. Financial Assistance. 
Nevada School of Construction. www.
Heavy6.com Use Code “NCCNH” 1-888-
879-7040. (Cal-SCAN)

Local Representative  
Work with international exchange stu-
dents/ host families. Perfect for com-
munity leaders, involved parents, edu-
cators seeking supplemental income. 
Networking/ people skills a must. 1-888-
552-9872. (Cal-SCAN)

Travel The USA for Pay!  
Use your pick up truck to deliver “new” 
RV’s nationwide. Motorhomes too! 
Get paid to see the country. www.
HorizonTransport.com (Cal-SCAN)

Warehouse/Inventory Control  
No exp. necessary. We train. Heavy 
lifting and good health req’d. Max age 
34, H.S. Grads. Call 1-800-345-6289. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS? 
Over 18 years experience in all 

aspects of bookkeeping. 
No job too big or too small! 

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

615 Computers

y

FAST-TEKS ON-SITE
COMPUTER SERVICE

925-875-1911

www.local.fastteks.com/trivalley

We u

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

2007 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

624 Financial
$700,-$800,000 Free Cash Grant  
PROGRAMS-2007!, Personal bills, 
School, Business/Housing. Approx. 
$49 billion unclaimed 2006! Almost 
Everyone Qualifies! Live Operators 1-
800-592-0362 Ext. 235. (AAN CAN)  

$Cash$ 
Immediate Cash for Structured 

Settlements, Annuities, Law Suits, 
Inheritance, Mortgage Notes & Cash 
Flows. J.G. WENTWORTH #1 1-800-

794-7310. (AAN CAN) 
Credit Repair! 

Erase bad credit legally. Money back 
warranty, FREEâ  consultation & infor-
mation: 1-866-410-7676 http://www.

nationalcreditbuilders.com  
(AAN CAN) 

New Credit Profile  
In foreclosure? Have bad credit? Get 
your new credit profile today. 100% 
legal. Certain restrictions apply. Single 
$999.95. Couple $1,499.95. 951-
848-0032; 909-728-9844. (AAN CAN)  

640 Legal Services
7 Mistakes People Make  
in Hiring an Accident lawyer. Toll Free 
Recorded Message Reveals All. Call 
800-853-9315 Today! (Cal-SCAN)
Injured in an Accident?  
Claim may be worth $200,000+ 
Heart Attack/ Stroke/ CHF from 
AVANDIA $250,000+ Diagnosed with 
MESOTHELIOMA $750,000+. Call toll-
free 1-877-567-8185 (24 hours). (Cal-
SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
Advertise!  
Newspaper advertising works! Reach 
6 million Californians! 240 newspapers 
statewide. $550 for a 25-word clas-
sified ad. Call (916) 288-6019 eliza-
beth@cnpa.com www.Cal-SCAN.com 
(Cal-SCAN)
Display Advertising  
Reach over 3 million Californians in 140 
community newspapers. Cost $1,800 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad (Super value 
that works out to about $12.86 per 
newspaper). Call (916) 288-6019 eliza-
beth@cnpa.com www.Cal-SCAN.com 
(Cal-SCAN)
News or Press Release Service?  
The California Press Release Service is 
the only service with 500 current daily, 
weekly and college newspaper contacts 
in California. Questions call (916) 288-
6010. www.CaliforniaPressReleaseServi
ce.com (Cal-SCAN)

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

Fabulous Friends
Licensed & Bonded

Serving Pleasanton/Dublin

sbnbart@comcast.net

A Pet Sitting Service

Nicki Bartels
925.989.4586

House Calls Pet Sit/Dog Walk  
Winter Get-Away Don’t leave your pet(s) 
out in the cold! Ski Worry Free knowing 
your pets and home are in good hands. 

housecalls4pet.com (925)328-0500

Home
Services

703 Architecture/
Design

www.MadsonDesign.com 
Artful & budget-conscious residential 

design. (415) 334-2291

705 Concrete
DANVILLE CONCRETE 

Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall.  

Any concrete finishing 
(925) 736-8042

715 Cleaning 
Services

#1 For Homes, Apts & Offices 
SARA’S CLEANING SERVICE 

~ Professional & Affordable ~ 
Free Est/Supplies/Lic#071380 

$25 off 1st & 2nd cleaning 
Call (925) 339-2193

A+/ ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING 
Local business since 1980 
Residential is our specialty 

925-846-9603

Better Maid 
Service

g
y

g
g

Po
(925) 485-1563

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE 
Res/Com - 10 Yrs Local Exp 

Move In/Out, Weekly, Bi-weekly  
Licensed - Insured - Bonded  

925-339-6411 or 640-3845
Housekeeper Needed 

Housekeeper needed for Pleasanton 
Home 18 hours per week. Pay $300/

week. Duties: Laundry, Cleaning, 
Experience. (925) 484 2045.

719 Remodeling/
Additions

Additions/Remodeling
Plumbing/Electrical

30+ year Tri-Valley resident

(925) 989.3809

www.HeierConstruction.com

CA LIC#837402

726 Decor & Drapery
CHANGING SPACES 

by Jill Denton 
Interior Redesign, Staging, 

Design & Color Consultations. 
www.jilldenton.com 
(925) 998-7747 

737 Fences & Gates

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

COMPLETE YARD MAINTENANCE  
& LANDSCAPING 

Tree Service & Clean-Up 
Good References Available 

Reasonable Rates/Free Estimates 
Serving No. Calif. since 1984 

925-768-4528
VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING 

Cement, Brickwork, Sod & 
Sprinkler Installation,  
Fence & Deck Repair,  
Waterfalls & Fountains 

~ All Driveways $8 sq ft ~ 
Call 925-285-3891 

licensed & bonded 
www.valleygreenlandscaping.com

WISTERIA GARDEN DESIGN 
is a quality design Co. serving CCC 

for 16 yrs. We provide Custom 
Landscape Designs, Planting Plans 

& Hrly Consultations. CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT 925-935-3105 

751 General 
Contracting
LR Builders  
Experienced 18+ years licensed 
contractor offering fee estimates & 
consulting for your projects small 
or large in the Tri-Valley area.  
*Kitchen & Bath Remodels *New 
Construction *Maintenance/Repairs 
*Additions *Window & Door 
Replacement *Tile Installation *Decks 
*Trellises, Arbors, Gazebos *Fences 
and Repairs *Interlocking Pavers 
*Concrete Work *Retaining Walls 
*Tenant Improvements * Plumbing 
Services. Excellent references. Call 
Luis at 925-484-4198. www.builtb-
ylrbuilders.com. Fully bonded and 
insured. #782990

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

BRITANNIA PAINTING

925-361-7239

Interi Exterior
Cabinets, Kitchens & Bath

FREE ESTIMATES / GREAT REFERENCES!

Satisfaction Guaranteed         Lic #546713

PERFECTION 
Painting & Wallpapering 

Free Estimates & Low Rates 
(925) 485-3545 or 699-5800 

CA Lic# 040142

Real
Estate

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
All Areas - Roommates.com  
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: www.
Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 
Danville, 1 BR/1 BA  
Private master suite in townhouse. 
Close to Blackhawk Plaza. Rent includes 
utilities, maid service every two weeks, 
shared garage, washer and dryer priv-
iliges. Females only please. Must not 
be allegic to cats. please call Becky 
925-648-7308.

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Danville, 3 BR/2 BA - $789000

Pleasanton, 3 BR/2.5 BA  
Priced $20,000 below market! Move-
in ready, spacious 1,434 sq. ft. three-
bedroom home in a great neighbor-
hood, just minutes from award-win-
ning schools, Downtown Pleasanton 
and the Livermore Wine Country. The 
nice private backyard with gardens 
and patio is great for entertaining. 
The large family room is open and airy 
with soaring ceilings and includes a 
wet bar. Maple cabinetry throughout. 
In addition to the two spacious guest-
rooms, the homeâ ™s master suite is 
nicely laid out with two walk-in closets 
and a balcony overlooking the private 
neighborhood park. Open Houses: 
Sunday 1/20 and 1/27 1pm-4pm. 
Cristin Kiper Sanchez, Hometown 
GMAC Real Estate (925)426-3863.

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
RedWeek.com  
#1 Marketplace. Rent, buy, sell, reviews, 
New full-service exchange! Compare 
prices at 5000+ resorts. B4U do any-
thing timeshare, visit www.RedWeek.
com, consider options. (Cal-SCAN) 
Tired of Fees?  
Call www.BuyATimeshare.com to sell, 
rent or buy a timeshare. Get free info 
today and get cash at closing. Call Now! 
1-877-868-1931. (Cal-SCAN)
CONDO AT INCLINE / NORTH TAHOE
  
After a great day of skiing at one of 
the many nearby ski resorts, kick back 
in this roomy, comfy, cozy 3Bd/2Ba 
condo. (925) 484-0316

Ski Utah! $450/week  
Salt Lake, $450/wk 1br, fireplace, hot 
tub. 408-690-6442

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
AZ Land Bargains  
5 to 80 acres, lowest possible prices. 
EZ terms. Call AZLR for free recorded 
message. 1-888-547-4926. (Cal-SCAN) 
Bulk Land Sale  
40 acres - $39,900. Moses Lake, 
Washington. Priced for quick sale. 
Beautiful land, interesting topography, 
good views & setting, abundant wildlife. 
Surveyed on maintained road. Financing 
available. Call WALR 1-866-585-5687. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Closeout Sale  
36 AC - $29,900. Price is drastically 
reduced by motivated seller. Beautiful 
setting with fresh mountain air. Abundant 
wildlife. Secluded with good access. 
Financing available. Eureka Springs 
Ranch is offered by AZLR. ADWR report 
avail. Call 1-877-301-5263. (Cal-SCAN)
New Mexico Sacrifice!  
140 acres was $149,900, Now Only 
$69,900. Amazing 6000 ft. elevation. 
Incredible mountain views. Mature tree 
cover. Power & year round roads. 
Excellent financing. Priced for quick 
sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-9760. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Newly Released Acreage  
Utah Ranch Dispersal. 40 AC only 
$29,900. Dramatic views of Uinta 
Mountains. Great recreational area. 
Close to conveniences. Offered by moti-
vated seller. Limited available. EZ Terms. 
Call UTLR 1-888-693-5263. (Cal-SCAN) 
Priced for Quick Sale  
Nevada 5 acres - $19,900. Beautiful 
building site with electric and county 
maintained roads. 360 degree views. 
Great recreational opportunities. 
Financing available. Call now! 1-877-
349-0822. (Cal-SCAN)
River Access Retreat  
Washington. 6 AC - $49,900. 15 AC 
- Old farm building, $89,900. Incredible 
land & gorgeous setting. Limited avail-
able. EZ Terms. Call WALR 1-866-836-
9152. (Cal-SCAN)
Southern Colorado Ranch Sale  
35 Acres- $29,900. Spectacular Rocky 
Mountain Views Year round access, 
elec/ tele included. Excellent Financing 
available w/ low down payment. Call Red 
Creek Land Co. Today! 1-866-696-5263 
x3469. (Cal-SCAN) 
Stop Renting!  
Government and bank foreclosures! 
$0 to low down! No credit check ok. 
Call now! 1-800-454-8939. (AAN CAN)  

855 Real Estate 
Services

UCB Real Estate

Ed Antenucci
owner/broker

Buying, Selling or Investing?
Let’s Talk, I’ll Listen!

Real estate advisor with over
22 years experience & 
over 3,700 homes sold!

(925) 351-8686
ed@homeinsider.com

Lender Foreclosure Auction  
Northern California. 1000+ Homes Must 
Be Sold! Free Catalog 1-800-963-4551. 
www.USHomeAuction.com (Cal-SCAN)
FREE Real Estate Reports  
www.getfreereal-estatereports.com
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No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

– Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only –
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This week’s data represents 
homes sold during December 
2007

Danville
3155 Martingale Street 
Ponderosa Homes to E. Welch 
for $1,376,500
1438 Menton Street Lennar 
Homes to D. & S. Kim for 
$1,093,000
4359 Quail Run Lane P. 
Alexander to Canessa Trust for 
$1,612,500
423 Sutton Circle Saucy Trust 
to E. & L. Noon for $620,000

20 Trish Court M. & K. Ashack 
to S. & V. Meyer for $1,350,000

Alamo
170 Chanticleer Lane P. & 
L. Rowe to M. & T. Ridge for 
$1,949,000

Walnut Creek
5954 Autumnwood Drive 
#4C Suen Trust to G. 
Shandalov for $405,000
1429 Candelero Drive Wong-
Lo Trust to D. & A. Hernandez 
for $520,000

330 North Civic Drive #313 
H. Holmes to West Trust for 
$290,000
2625 Ptarmigan Drive #8 Gill 
Trust to C. Taylor for $295,000
1704 Siskiyou Drive J. Foote 
to G. Tennison for $545,000
1059 Springfield Drive A. 
Hafiz to R. & B. Henderson for 
$875,000
131 Village Court G. Gage 
to E. & L. Solomon for 
$1,300,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource

  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Danville
Total sales reported: 5
Lowest sale reported: 
$620,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,612,500
Average sales reported: 
$1,210,400

Alamo
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sale reported: 
$1,949,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,949,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,949,000

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 7
Lowest sale reported: 
$290,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,300,000
Average sales reported: 
$604,286

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during December 2007

Read Joe and Nancy’s Real Estate 
Column in Alive East Bay Magazine

Uncompromising quality in every detail. 
Large luxury home on private 3/4 acre

Call for details

Gated Estate Property  
in West Side Alamo
Updated $2,239,000

Alamo Coming Soon!Alamo West Side Views!

Prime West Side Danville Location. 
Updated 3 bed and 3 bath with an office. 

Mostly flat lot with view. Priced to sell 
$1,450,000

Beautifully updated single story on large 
lot on cul de sac Street. 4 bedroom,  

3 car garage, and pool. Price $875,000

Danville Sycamore West Side Danville .93 Acre

X2000 X5000

24 Hour Free Audio Tour (866) 374-0607

www.The Combs Team .com

Visit www.thecombsteam.comNancy P. Combs Joe Combs

Professionals You Can
Count on!

Call Joe and Nancy

925-989-6086

X6000

925-963-7428 
www.donnamarino.com

Donna Marino

Gracious living in this spectacular Sycamore 
Heights home! Everything you could imagine 
in this rarely available model of approximately 
4,300 sq. ft. with 5 bedrooms, 5.5 baths. 
Expansive living space, gourmet kitchen with 
Wolf stainless steel appliances, Anderson 
French doors, exotic hardwood fl oors, elegant 
master retreat, bedrooms are all suites with 
private baths and walk-in closets. Enjoy the 
sunsets from this professionally landscaped, 
premium view lot. Desirable commuter loca-
tion, minutes to Historic downtown Pleasan-
ton, golf and excellent schools. A rare fi nd 
for the most discriminating buyer! Call for a 
private showing. Open Sun 1-4.

Sought after and rarely available Diablo Highlands! Approximately 4,200 sq. ft with 
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths plus a bonus/media room. Guest suite on main level. For-
mal living and dining room with sliding doors to backyard. Features updated family 
room/kitchen combination, hardwood fl oors, crown molding, marble, granite and 
limestone fi nishes. Spa like master retreat with fi replace, sitting area and balcony. 
Professionally landscaped private yard w/beautiful pool designed for entertaining! 
Excellent schools and minutes to downtown Danville and Walnut Creek. Call for a 
private showing or visit us at the open house. Open Sun 1-4.

Pleasanton - $1,899,000
1023 Sycamore Creek Way

Danville - $1,625,000
7 Stirling Drive

ALAMO 
3 Bedrooms

101 Easy St. $969,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 989-2989

4 Bedrooms
35 Summer Meadows Ct. $2,490,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 791-2600

DANVILLE
3 Bedrooms

421 Garden Creek Pl. $519,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

4 Bedrooms
842 Matadera Cir. $1,199,888
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-2508
200 Alicante Pl. $1,298,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 855-6410
20 Cannes Ct. $998,500
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 791-2600

5 Bedrooms
104 Parkhaven Dr. $1,200,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883
308 Sunset Dr. $1,249,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883
100 David Ln. $1,949,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 791-2600
405 Skycrest Dr. $4,965,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883
272 Montego Dr. $5,489,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 791-2600

DUBLIN
3 Bedrooms

11474 Silvergate Dr. $649,950
Sun 1:30-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 251-2547
5781 Hillbrook Pl. $749,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

4 Bedrooms
7795 Bloomfield Ter. $1,385,000
Sun 1-5 Hometown GMAC 800-362-6257
8035 Holanda Ln. $569,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 577-5510
6023 Hillbrook Pl. $748,888
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 784-3068

7823 Crossridge Rd. $779,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 997-2411

PLEASANTON
2 Bedrooms

3145 Zuni Wy. $379,000
Sat 1-4 Prudential CA 734-5057
2163 Goldcrest $599,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Remax 730-1628
1847 Harms Dr. $649,900
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 251-1111

4 Bedrooms
72 Castlewood Dr. $2,350,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Sotheby’s 484-2045
4677 Helpert Ct. $689,950
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 463-0436
6056 Sequoia Ct. $759,000
Sun 1-4 Byerly Properties Inc. 846-1234
946 Madeira Dr. $849,950
Sun 1-4 Allied Brokers 846-3755
3645 Dunsmuir Cir. $949,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 998-9747

LIVERMORE
3 Bedrooms

5525 Haggin Oaks Ave. $514,999
Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 525-0116

4 Bedrooms
6608 Tiffany Cmn. $549,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 963-8322
1119 Madison Ave. $599,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 J. Rockcliff Realtors 525-0116
1657 3rd St. $625,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 583-1121
575 Brookfield Dr. $645,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 455-7020
1579 Frankfurt Wy. $769,000
Sun 12:30-3:30 J. Rockcliff 251-2523
4293 Bellmawr Dr. $799,900
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 583-1121

5 Bedrooms
1642 Feldspar Ct. $939,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 583-1121

O P E N  H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D



Everything Danville

The journey’s end
destinationdanville.com


