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Sandy, Chris & Stephen
Team009.com

2217 2nd St • Livermore, CA 
Team009@firsthorizon.com 

925.449.1275

LivermoreWalnut Creek

Mark Vanderveen
500 Ygnacio Valley Rd, Ste 190

Walnut Creek, CA 94596
mvanderveen@firsthorizon.com

925.944.3136

Have You Heard 

The News?

$729,750
The Conforming Loan Limit has been raised 

Finance up to 97% CLTV

Let us show you how this can benefit you!

…INTO THE JEWELRY YOU HAVE 
ALWAYS DREAMED OF!

181 Market Place
San Ramon

925-830-9130

OUR DESIGNERS WILL TURN YOUR OLD 
JEWELRY PIECES...

1600 #B Contra Costa Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

925-685-2943

www.jewelsmiths.com

David M. Bell, MD

Board Certifi ed in Orthopedic Surgery
Fellowship Trained in Sports Medicine

Keeping Active People Active

5000 Pleasanton Ave., Suite 200 
Pleasanton, CA 94566

925-600-7020
www.BellSportMed.com

FREE REVIEW
DO YOU HAVE THE RIGHT INVESTMENTS IN PLACE TO  
MEET THE FINANCIAL CHALLENGES AHEAD?
At Edward Jones, our business is to help people find strategies for their 
long term financial security.

If you would like a free review of your retirement investments or any of 
your other investments to see if they are appropriate for your long-term 
goals, please call or stop by today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPCSima A Alefi
Financial Advisor

9260 Alcosta Blvd, Ste B11
San Ramon, CA 94583
925-828-9115
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www.hopyard.com

San Ramon
(925) 277-9600

470 Market Place

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Our Patio is Open!

Come for the Beer
Come back for the Food

“Small Class Sizes”
“Individualized Instruction”

“Highly qualifi ed, 
nurturing teachers”

“Multi-cultural Community”

• Kindergarten—5th Grade 
• Pre-Kindergarten • Preschool 
• Toddler Program 
• Extended Care 
• Summer Camp

Carden West School 
Success for every child,

 every day

School Tours Every 
Tuesday & Saturday

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
or by appointment at 
(925) 463-6060

www.cardenwest.org

Conveniently located 
in Pleasanton near the 
580/680 interchange at 

4576 Willow Road,
Hacienda 

Business Park

Licensed—Nonsectarian—Nonprofi t

Carey Consulting Wealth Management, Inc.
Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, MBA
President 
1350 Treat Blvd. #390 (Br 2) 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(925) 937-6385 
Fax: (925) 937-6377
jamie.carey@lpl.com
www.careyconsulting 
wealthmanagement.com
CA Insurance Lic. #0B98802

Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, 
MBA is a registered 
representative with  
and securities are  
offered through  

Linsco/Private ledger, 
(LPL)  

Member NASD/SPIC

You Deserve Better.
Tired of being overlooked and 
undervalued by your current financial 
advisor? We think you deserve better…

• Better service
• Better investment choices
• Better overall satisfaction

If you agree that it’s time for something 
better, call today! 

Streetwise
A S K E D  AT  D A N V I L L E  S Q U A R E

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
San Ramon Valley Little League players celebrate opening day for the season, which 
runs through spring and the summer with postseason games. File photo by Chris 
Scott/www.calsportsphoto.com. Cover design by Manuel Valenzuela.
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My old recording contract for my band—The 
Slicks—said you get your own private jet 
when you go overseas. But we weren’t really 
going overseas, we were only going down 
south—in a van.

Sean Barnett
sound engineer, singer

In Kentucky where I worked we had this stuff 
when you trash the car, foam comes out, like 
an airbag. We set up my car and went out and 
one guy got drunk. (We had a designated driv-
er.) We suddenly stopped the car and yelled, 
“Crash!” and set off the foam, scaring the guy.

Michael Perussina
Army, air assault

I just remember old-school things, like stack-
ing three or four rolls of toilet paper on top 
of the doorway so when you opened the door 
they’d fall down on your head. I played this 
trick on my brothers. 

Stephanie Jackson
barista

At work, we stuck Post-its all over the walls 
and ceiling. It was at the old store. Then we 
had to take them all down. But it was pretty 
funny.

Greg Day
manager, Danville Music

We rent instruments, and sometimes employ-
ees call and pretend to be a customer and say 
things like they rented a saxophone and they 
drove over it and it’s broken into a billion bits 
and they need it for a concert the next night. 
They totally change their voice.

Greg Kennedy
owner, Danville Music

What April Fool’s Day joke 
do you remember?Q:

COMPILED BY DANVILLE WEEKLY STAFF 

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Application to Mail at Periodicals Postage Rates is Pending at Danville 
CA. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. 
Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 for two years) are welcome from local residents. Subscription 
rate for businesses and for residents of other communities is $50 per year. © 2007 by Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

IS LIFE GETTING IN THE WAY OF YOUR FITNESS?
Not anymore, Let me bring the gym to you 

and help you reach your fi tness goals.
Experienced Exercise Physiologist & Personal Trainer in the privacy of your home. 

All equipment provided for all levels of Fitness.
 Flexible schedule to meet your needs!

Jody Pearsall, Owner 
Exercise Physiologist and Personal 

Trainer, Licensed and insured.

Call now to get in 
shape by Summer!
(209) 640-8928
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Corrections The story March 14 on candidates for Assembly District 15 compet-
ing in the June 3 primary should have listed Republicans Scott Kamena of Livermore, 
Judy Lloyd of Danville, Robert Rao of Livermore and H. Abram Wilson of San Ramon. 
Democrats are Joan Buchanan of Alamo and Theodore Ford of Walnut Creek.

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ Hopefully we’ll make 
it better for the 
next generation. ”—Dr. Cyndi Atherton, an atmospheric scientist speaking 

about alternate energy sources. See story, page 7. 

N E W S F R O N T

The Prostate Cancer Support Group at  
San Ramon Regional Medical Center invites  
the community to learn about issues related to 
life after prostate cancer. Many men experience 
urinary incontinence and impotence following 
prostate cancer treatment. Our board-certified 
urologist, Parminder Sethi, M.D., will discuss 
surgical and non-surgical treatments of these  
side-effects. Family risk is another concern.  
Dr. Sethi will discuss the risk of prostate cancer  
in sons, brothers and other close relatives. He 
will explain when male relatives should seek 
screening and testing for the cancer. The 
physician will be prepared to answer questions 
on other medical topics related to life after 
prostate cancer. Partners and family members  
are invited and encouraged to attend. The 
Prostate Cancer Support Group meets  
the second Tuesday of the month from  
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., and the community  
is welcome to attend at no charge.

Speaker: 

Parminder S. Sethi, M.D.
Urologist

A Free Educational Seminar
Tuesday, April 8, 2008
7:30  p.m. – 9 p.m.

San Ramon Regional Medical Center
South Building
South Conference Room
7777 Norris Canyon Road

Reserve your place by calling
800.284.2878
or visiting www.sanramonmedctr.com

Life After 
Prostate Cancer
Free Educational Seminar

‘We giggle and laugh at 
the thought of...’

Town 
Square
Forum

READ MORE/COMMENT

Friday Morning with the Mayor
 Danville Mayor Candace Andersen will be hosting her 
monthly Morning with the Mayor on Friday, April 4. This is 
an informal opportunity for residents to share their thoughts 
about town issues and receive a brief update about what is 
happening in Danville. The free event is held from 7:30-8:30 
a.m. at Father Nature’s Restaurant, 172 E. Prospect Ave.

Spring into art gallery on Hartz
 The Alamo Danville Artists’ Society (ADAS) is hosting its 
31st annual Spring Gala Art Show tomorrow, Saturday, March 
29, with a public reception from 4-7 p.m. at its Pioneer Art 
Gallery. The gala has juried in 79 talented artists, represent-
ing 134 works of art. The exhibit runs through April 26. 
 The group is also celebrating because it has received permis-
sion to stay in its gallery at 524 Hartz Ave. through at least June 
30, until Brad Blake Ventures is ready to develop the property. 
The new gallery has been open five months and artwork sales 
are over $15,000, part of which goes to school art programs.

Recycle electronics tomorrow
 Universal Waste Management Inc. is holding a free electron-
ics recycling event this weekend at Danville Park and Ride at the 
corner of Sycamore Valley Road and Camino Ramon. Hours will 
be 9 a.m.-3 p.m. both Saturday, March 29, and Sunday, March 
30. It is open to all California residents and businesses.
 Items accepted will be televisions, computers, monitors and 
printers, VCRs and DVDs, cell phones, telephone equipment, 
fax machines, toner cartridges and MP3 players. Microwaves 
will be charged a $5 recycling fee.

Museum features farmer’s daughter
 Mildred Freitas, daughter of a local farmer, who graduated 
from San Ramon Valley High School in 1936, will be at the 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley tomorrow morning to talk 
to folks about living here when it was an agricultural com-
munity. Freitas just donated her grandfather’s saddle from the 
1890s to the Museum.
 The event, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., is part of the current exhibit, 
“Agriculture, For a Century, the Business of the Valley,” which 
runs through May 10. The Museum is located at 205 Railroad 
Ave., Danville. Call 837-3750.

Danville offers summer employment 
 The Town of Danville is recruiting for a variety of part-
time staff positions in the areas of Youth Development and 
Aquatics. Many summer employees are able to come back 
year after year, and gain valuable experience and skills. Call 
the Jobs Hotline at 314-3379. 

‘Lend a Hand’ to help out neighbors
 The Town of Danville and Community Presbyterian Church 
will “Lend a Hand” from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, April 26, 
to neighbors in need. The event is now in its fifth year and 
usually has about 200 volunteers who provide no-cost yard 
cleanup and minor home repairs for seniors and families with 
limited resources.
 To receive help, or to volunteer for a work crew, contact 
Jenn Overmoe at 314-3491. Forms also are on the town’s 
Web site and at the Veterans’ Memorial Building, 400 Hartz 
Ave. Return applications to Overmoe by April 7. 
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  Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E   B L A C K H A W K   D I A B L O   A L A M O

W hile an annual survey 
on the usage of alcohol 
and drugs in the school 

district shows a downward trend, 
11th-grade marijuana use is up.
 Members of the San Ramon 
Valley Unified School District 
Board were presented with the 
annual California Healthy Kids 
report at their meeting last week.
 “Any school that receives tobac-
co prevention funds is required to 
give a survey of usage,” said Scott 
Gerbert, district Program and Grant 
Coordinator. “This district since 
1999 has made the decision to give 
that survey every year.”
 The Healthy Kids survey is done 
annually in compliance with Title 
IV Safe and Drug Free Schools and 
Communities funding, said Gerbert. 
The survey gathers data from sev-
eral different school levels on physi-
cal activity, nutrition and usage of 
alcohol, tobacco and drugs.
 The survey was given to students 
in the fifth, seventh, ninth and 11th 
grades this year, and Gerbert said 
annual numbers continue to show a 
downward trend in usage of alcohol 
and drugs, even while the num-
ber of respondents has increased. 
Surveyed were 1,381 fifth-graders; 
1,572 seventh-graders; 1,367 ninth-
graders; and 1,408 11th-graders. 
Students were asked a wide variety 
of questions regarding their habits. 
 Gerbert said the three younger 
age groups are well below the state 
averages both for lifetime usage and 
what the students did in the past 30 
days. Those two benchmarks are 
included to show the percentage of 
students who are just now beginning 
to experiment with these substances 
as opposed to those who have been 
using or exposed to them for a lon-
ger period of time.
 Seventh-graders in particular 
were well below state averages.

 “In almost every area, seventh-
graders are 50 percent below the 
state average,” said Gerbert.
 Eleventh-graders, on the other 
hand, seemed to be an area of con-
cern. Survey results showed that 
almost across the board, 11th-grad-
ers are at or above state averages 
for lifetime usage of tobacco, alco-
hol and marijuana. And in the last-
30-days category, marijuana usage 
showed a significant increase over 
the fall 2005 figures.
 In 2005, 19 percent of respon-
dents said they had tried marijuana 
in the past 30 days, while in fall 
2007, that number was 24 percent.
 School Board Vice President 
Joan Buchanan said she thinks this 
may be an indicator that prevention 
programs are not proving to be as 
effective as hoped.
 “Our kids are in a lot more 
sheltered environment than a lot of 
kids. What I’ve seen is that by the 
11th grade, kids are at the average,” 
she said. “Clearly the long term 
impact of the programs is not there. 
That’s the general conclusion you 
can draw from this.”
 Gerbert said he feels environ-
mental factors also play into these 
figures.
 “They have transportation, they 
are expanding their influence as to 
what they can get to,” he said about 
11th-graders. “A lot of adults see 
them as young adults; they have a 
lot of the same pressures as adults. 
Kids are starting to experiment a 
bit more, they’re getting out more. 
I’d like to see us doing some more 
support things at the 11th and 12th 
grade level. I’m not sure where to do 
that, but I’d like to see it happen.”
 Trustee Rachel Hurd said that 
programs have changed, but the 
long term effects remain to be seen 

Pot more popular 
with 11th-graders

Local students below state average  
in drug usage—until the junior year

by Geoff Gillette

by Natalie O’Neill

I t’s tough to get broken street-
lights fixed in Alamo, agree 
residents and officials.

 Two out of five broken street-
lights on Stone Valley Road near 
the intersection of High Eagle Drive 
were just fixed—after more than a 
year of being out. But three still 
remain out and residents say it’s 
unacceptable on the busy street.

 “As far as I’m concerned, it’s a 
safety issue,” said Alamo resident 
Nadeem Tahir. In the winter, the 
stretch of road is dark during morn-
ing and evening rush hour, he said.
 There’s a reason the lights have 
taken a long time to be fixed. In 
the unincorporated area, repairing 
street lights could be the respon-
sibility of one of three different 
groups: PG&E, the county or near-
by homeowners associations. 

 It’s tricky finding out which 
lights belong to whom. As the 
system is set up, the only way to 
track down who is responsible for 
a light is to obtain a serial number 
from the light post. Residents with 
complaints must do this before the 
county—or anyone else—can solve 
the problem. The pole numbers are 
in the form of white stickers and 
are roughly 8 feet off the ground.
 “The key is to get that number,” 

said Tomi Van de Brooke, Chief of 
Staff for District 3 Supervisor Mary 
N. Piepho. 
 Light poles are not organized 
geographically or kept track of by 
community groups.
 “It’s not that clean,” Van de 
Brooke said.
 The two lights that were recent-
ly fixed were the county’s turf. 
County staff worked with PG&E 
to get the lights back on, according 

to District 3 South County Field 
Representative Gina Ferretti.
 The remaining three burnt out 
lights belong to the Alamo Highlands 
Homeowners Association, Ferretti 
said, which governs a group of 
houses about half a mile from the 
intersection of Danville Boulevard 
on Stone Valley Road.
 Property manager for the HOA 

Broken streetlights can be tricky in Alamo
Responsibility falls to county, PG&E or homeowners groups

 Continued on page 6

 Continued on page 7

Teen photographer Joe Christianson was greeted by a field of golden poppies when he 
went hiking early Easter afternoon in Pine Canyon at the base of Mount Diablo. “I was 
out there for a few hours, because I didn’t want to leave,” said Christianson. The trail 
is accessed from the northern end of Green Valley Road. 

JOE CHRISTIANSON 

 Spring
  treat
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Are you paying too 
much for COBRA?

Or do you just need individual or group 
health coverage at affordable rates?

Call today to save money!

Charlene Beasley
Lic#0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans  
as low as

$4900
per 
month

*Based on HealthNet PPO-HSA 
plan for singles age 19-29

Two of a kind
Send us your  

mother-daughter look-alikes
 With Mother’s Day coming up, the Danville 

Weekly is holding a mother-daughter look-

alike contest. If you and your daughter have a 

strong resemblance, send a digital photo, no 

larger than 1 MB, to editor@DanvilleWeekly.

com by Monday, April 21. 

 The staff at the Weekly will choose the 

finalists, and readers will be able to vote 

online for which mother and daughter in 

the Danville-Alamo area look most alike. 

Prizes will be awarded for the first- and 

second-place winners. Photos of the winners 

will be published in the May 9 edition of the 

Danville Weekly for a happy Mother’s Day.

 Town Council members got the 
“211” on a new phone service for 
Contra Costa County at a recent 
meeting.
 Residents throughout the county 
can call toll-free 211 for informa-
tion about community social ser-
vices, Danville Emergency Services 
Manager Greg Gilbert told the 
council. The service launched last 
month.
 “I think when it is fully activated, 
and the public is comfortable with 
the system, it’s going to be a tre-
mendous asset for the residents in 
the county,” said Gilbert.

 The idea is to encourage people 
to dial 211 instead of 911 for non-
emergency issues like healthcare 
assistance, locating homeless shel-
ters or senior programs. 
 When people misdial 911 it can 
be both life-threatening and an eco-
nomic threat to the population, said 
county 211 director James Matyas. 
Every minute a 911 dispatcher is 
tied up with a misdialed call, time 
is taken away from quick response 
to potential emergency situations. 
 Moreover, studies show that 
implementing 211 saved $4.5 mil-
lion to $10 million in counties 

comparable in size to Contra Costa, 
by reducing the time and resources 
spent on misdirected calls. 
 The time and resources are sub-
stantial: Studies also show that peo-
ple looking for social services will 
call seven to eight wrong numbers 
before finding the right one—that 
is, unless they give up altogether.
 “We link, guide and connect peo-
ple to what they need,” Matyas said. 
 Gilbert called the 211 program 
“another piece in the puzzle” for 
getting information to the public.
 The service is also intended to 
play a crucial role in disaster recov-

ery by providing people with a 
central, simple number to call for 
help—rather than flooding 911 or 
digging up hard-to-memorize 800 
numbers. It was able to handle a 
multitude of calls in Connecticut 
when the World Trade Center was 
bombed on Sept. 11, 2001.
 Contra Costa’s 211 officially 
launched Feb. 12 but has been 
running in test mode since 2006, 
answering about 1,500 calls per 
month. Currently 41 states in the 

U.S. have implemented the service.
 The funding for 211 comes from 
private foundations, and the program 
is not completely supported for the 
future, said Matyas. Right now vol-
unteers work the night and week-
end shifts, but the goal is to secure 
enough funds for a fully trained staff 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 In other states, local governments 
have pitched in to keep the pro-
gram up and running—something 
Matyas said he hopes will happen 
here as well. 
 “There’s a gap in funding and 
we’re trying to look for support 
from the county and the cities in 
Contra Costa,” he said.
 At the council meeting, Town 
Manager Joe Calabrigo said 211 
may be the kind of program that 
the town would consider providing 
additional funding for, if it seems 
worthwhile. 

Need information? Dial 211
Non-crisis helpline saves 911 for real emergencies

by Meghan Neal

did not return calls by press time to 
comment on whether they plan to 
fix the remaining lights.
 It doesn’t make sense for an 
HOA to be responsible for lights on 
a major street, Tahir said.
 “I am totally amazed and find this 
completely ridiculous,” he wrote in 
a recent letter to the county. “This 
is an abdication by the county of its 
responsibilities.” 
 Alicia Watson, Alamo Landscape 
and Lighting Committee chair-
woman, said she wasn’t aware of 
the lights being out. No residents 
have showed up at the meetings 
to voice concerns about the street 
being too dark, she said.
 The Alamo Landscape and 
Lighting Committee meets once a 
month at 12:30 p.m. at Hap Magee 
Ranch Park. Meeting schedules are 
available at www.alamore.org. Issues 
like this are the group’s territory. 
 But Tahir noted that community 

meeting times in the middle of the 
day aren’t convenient for Alamo 
residents. Work kept him from 
voicing frustration at the meeting, 
he said.
 “If you’re not retired, a kid or a 
housewife you can’t go to the meet-
ing,” he said.
 Tahir moved to Alamo from 
Maryland about a year ago and 
noticed the lights out back then. He 
contacted the county and was upset 
to find it was his responsibility to 
get the numbers on the light posts 
in order to file a complaint. 
 “As a citizen, it’s not my job,” 
he said. “We are paying a lot 
of money in taxes. I don’t know 
where it’s going.”
 Once the number is obtained, in 
most cases, the streetlights can be 
fixed pretty easily, Van de Brooke 
said. 
 Residents with a pole number 
can report a broken or burnt out 
streetlight on the PG&E Web site 
by visiting http://www.pge.com/
myhome/customerservice/contact/
streetlight/single. 

Showcasing talents
Brody Luebkeman and Lauren Chouinard, 

juniors at Monte Vista High School, study a 
twin office building designed by Julian Lee 
to show “progress and harmony.” It was one 
of hundreds of student projects created by 
high school students in the San Ramon Valley 
Unified School District and showcased at the 
annual Student Recognition Project Open 
House on Thursday afternoon at Oak Hill Park 
Community Center.

Projects were completed in 21 categories, 
both within and outside the curriculum. The 
efforts were judged by professionals in the 
business community with expertise in each 
category. The program is coordinated by the 
San Ramon Valley Business and Education 
Roundtable, to create collaboration among 
students, educators and the business com-
munity and to prepare students for the busi-
ness world.

Categories included acting, applied design, architecture, automotive sciences, computer aided drafting, 
community service, computer science, creative writing, dance, entrepreneur, financial planning/invest-
ment, home economics, journalism, instrumental music, vocal music, photography, science and technol-
ogy, video production, visual arts and Web design.

Streetlights
 Continued from page 5

Other N11 numbers

411: Directory assistance

511: Traffic information

611: Telco customer service

711: TDD relay for the deaf

811: Telco business office

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment plus  

Free Consultation to new clients only
Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®

Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available

925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION
New clients only

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Shauntrell lost 
weight on our 
program and 
you can too!

Lose weight...and keep it off!
Staffed by professional doctors and nurses
Covered by some insurance companies
Non-medication Programs Available
Evening Hours Available
Maintenance Programs
Gourmet Meals (optional)
Latest FDA Approved Medications

Elegant and Relaxing
Personalized Professional 

Nail Care

BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd  . . .  (925) 830-9700
San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd  . . . .  (925) 838-6300
Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd . . . . . . . .  (925) 680 8600
Walnut Creek
1661 Mt. Diablo Blvd. . . . . . . . . .  (925) 938-2500

Host a Party—For birthdays, bridal showers 
or friends who want to have a unique 
and fun get together, arrange a private 

party at Bollinger Nail Salon.

Bollinger Canyon location

www.Bollingernailsalon.com

by Meghan Neal

 It’s getting warmer, and not just 
because it’s spring. Greenhouse gas-
ses are causing temperatures all over 
the globe to rise, and the repercus-
sions are daunting, even locally.
 Dr. Cyndi Atherton, an atmo-
spheric scientist who participated 
in the group that shared the Nobel 
Peace Prize with Al Gore, spoke 
about climate change last week at the 
Shadow Hills Cabana in Danville.
 “Most of you are probably 
more aware of climate change 
than anyone in the past,” Atherton 
told the full house, members of 
the Danville-Alamo branch of 
the American Association of 
University Women.
 She joked that half of them 
probably drove a Prius. Ever since 
the former vice president’s docu-
mentary “An Inconvenient Truth,” 
climate change has saturated pub-
lic consciousness. It prompted an 
enormous “green” movement and 
a super-heightened environmental 
awareness.
 Atherton spoke about the causes 
and consequences of climate 
change—a term she prefers over 
global warming since its effects go 
beyond rising temperatures. 
 For example, it can cause floods, 
droughts, changes in rain patterns 
and even cooling. However, sci-
entists have found that the overall 
global temperature is rising, and 
will continue to rise. 
 “Even if we do everything we 
can right now we’re still faced with 
almost a 1 degree Celsius increase 

by 2100,” Atherton said. 
 That’s about 1.8 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and that number is 
modest. In certain regions the tem-
perature increase would be much 
higher. 
 The biggest driver of climate 
change is the greenhouse effect, 
when gases in the atmosphere trap 
energy from the sun, warming the 
Earth’s surface. 
 Carbon dioxide is the greenhouse 
gas that gets the most attention, 
Atherton said, hence all the buzz 
about CO2 emissions and reducing 
your carbon footprint.
 But there are other greenhouse 
gasses contributing to the problem, 
too, such as tropospheric ozone, 
methane and nitrous oxide. There 
are some very tangible effects of 
the warming Earth. Glaciers are 
melting at an accelerated rate, 
causing ocean levels to rise. 
 Closer to home, there’s the issue 
of the Sierra snow pack, which 
provides much of California’s 
water during the dry season. If 
more water falls as rain rather 
than snow, the dwindling snow 
pack could pose serious problems 
for the state’s water supply. 
 Also, scientists say that melting 
ice in the Northwest Passage—a 
shortcut between the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans through the 
Canadian Arctic—may cause the 
shipping route to be fully navi-
gable within a few years.
 “Which brings about one of the 
things about climate change: It’s 
not bad for everyone,” Atherton 
said.

 For instance, a farmer in Canada 
probably isn’t going to be upset 
that it’s a few degrees warmer out-
side, she said. “The fine line is, 
what is good and what is bad? And 
who decides?”
 After bestowing a wealth of 
information on climate change on 
the women at the meeting, Atherton 
turned the focus to “what can we 
do about it.” 
 “I think solar (power) is becom-
ing more and more attractive to 
people,” she said. “As they make 
that cheaper and cheaper we really 
owe it to ourselves to invest in 
that.” 
 Wind energy is also gaining 
momentum, as are hybrid cars, 
compact fluorescent light bulbs, 
geothermal power, and alternative 
fuels like biodiesel and ethanol. 
 Still, only 7 percent of the ener-
gy in the U.S. comes from renew-
able sources, leaving lots of room 
for improvement, Atherton said. 
 “There’s a lot of good minds 
doing a lot of thinking on this, and 
hopefully we’ll make it better for 
the next generation,” she said. 
 Atherton’s studies contributed 
to the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change. The group 
shared the Nobel Prize with Al 
Gore—whom she calls Albert—
for its efforts to spread knowl-
edge about climate change and 
identify the measures needed to 
counteract it.
 More information on the topic 
can be found at the group’s Web 
site, www.ipcc.ch. 

Gore team member  
addresses climate change

Lab speaker notes dangers of low Sierra snow pack on water supply

at the high school level.
 “We replaced D.A.R.E. with 
Character Counts. But we haven’t 
seen those kids come through yet,” 
Hurd said.
 Board President Greg Marvel 
asked if Gerbert could do some 
research into programs at other 
high schools to determine if there 
is a way to increase awareness 
and cut those numbers down at the 
upper levels as well as continuing 

to keep those figures down in the 
lower grades.
 Gerbert said that despite the 
trend at the 11th grade, he feels 
the results they are seeing are fairly 
positive.
 “In general we do really well,” 
he said. “Our kids feel safe on our 
campuses.”
 He added they can look at other 
programs as well as examine 
expanding the questions asked in 
the survey in order to get a clearer 
picture of issues affecting the stu-
dent population.
 In other action, board members 
gave the go ahead to district staff to 

begin negotiations with Chartwells 
Dining Services to provide Food 
Consulting Services to the district.
 Earlier this year, the district 
sent out for bids from provid-
ers for food services; two bids 
were received, one from current 
provider Sodexho and one from 
Chartwells. A committee of dis-
trict personnel and parents exam-
ined the two proposals and came 
back with an endorsement of the 
Chartwells proposal.
 Board members authorized 
Assistant Superintendent Mike 
Bush to begin talks with Chartwells 
for its services. 

Touring Turkey
Phelps and Jane Eule report-

ed they spent three wonderful 
weeks in Turkey last May with 
their Danville Weekly, as evi-
denced by this photo in front 
of the Blue Mosque in Istanbul 
taken at the beginning of the 
trip.

Take Us Along on your 
travels and send photos to 
travel@DanvilleWeekly.com or 
315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville 94526. Include a day-
time telephone number.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G

Pot popular
 Continued from page 5



M y favorite cats are 
striped, and over the 
years, I’ve owned sev-

eral. Of course no one ever truly 
“owns” a cat. I merely feed them, 
brush them and take them to 
the vet. And provide affection, 
strictly on their terms needless 
to say.
 But zoos own tigers, don’t 
they? We all had our tiger-con-
sciousness raised following the 
Christmas Day tragedy at the 
San Francisco Zoo, when a tiger 
killed a man and was, herself, 
killed in return. People began 
to point fingers, noting that the 
tiger had acted out before, or that 
perhaps the young man and his 
friends were taunting the tiger. 
But one thing is known for sure: 
If there were no such thing as 
zoos, the man would still be 
alive. As would a magnificent 
tiger.
 What a thrill it must have been 
to visit a zoo a century ago to 
see the animals only otherwise 
known through descriptions or 
drawings. Amazing creatures 
from Africa and Asia—elephants, 
giraffes, tigers, lions, hippos and 
more. Then—perhaps—zoos had 
a place in our world. But today, 
with all these creatures at our 
fingertips through excellent pho-
tos and films, is there really a 
need to keep animals displayed 
in cages? And what about animal 
acts such as Siegfried & Roy? It’s 
wonderful that they have worked 
to preserve the rare Snow White 
Tiger, but what were the animals 
doing on a stage in Vegas, a place 
designed to discombobulate even 
humans?
 I had a chance to play with 
some tiger cubs when I was liv-
ing in Bangkok a few years back. 
I was writing a story about a 
woman who had an animal sanc-
tuary in her back yard, mostly for 
gibbons that had been rescued 
from irresponsible owners, often 
outdoor bars. If they were young 
or severely traumatized, she often 
put a diaper on them and let them 
indoors. My story focused on six 
baby orangutans that were being 
smuggled through Thailand en 
route from Indonesia to Belgrade. 
Airport officials were suspicious 
that the crates seemed too heavy 
for the birds they allegedly held, 
so they investigated and found 
the little orangutans each curled 
in his own little compartment. 
By the time I saw them they were 
swinging happily on a gym set in 
the woman’s yard, and they were 
quite affectionate, one wrapping 
his long arms around my neck as 
I held him like a baby. He had a 

wonderful, sweet smell.
 The woman also was tem-
porarily giving shelter to three 
tiger cubs, playful little things 
that were also intercepted 
being passed illegally through 
Bangkok on their way to a zoo. 
They were little but even so 
I didn’t get too close—their 
nails were long and their teeth 
looked sharp. I told my family 
about the tiger cubs and we 
made plans to return, but unfor-
tunately we didn’t go back until 
a month later. By then—guess 
what!—the tigers had grown, 
and so had their nails and their 
teeth. They were still playful as 
kittens but a tiger bite is a tiger 
bite whether it’s delivered mis-
chievously or because the tiger 
thinks you’re a snack.
 My daughter and I steered 
clear of the tigers; she even got 
into an empty monkey enclosure 
for protection. But my husband 
Jim bent down to play with them 
and ended up on the ground wres-
tling. The tiger cubs loved their 
jungle Jim. They were all over 
him, rolling on the ground, jump-
ing and feinting, and trying to 
hold him with their paws. They 
began to bite harder and harder so 
Jim called it quits. At this point, 
his arms were all bloody and his 
shirt was lashed in several places. 
At home, we put antiseptic on the 
scratches and threw out the shirt. 
Perhaps there had been a danger 
there but nothing bad happened. 
And now he has the wonder-
ful memory of wrestling with 
baby tigers, motherless, homeless 
cubs, but beautiful wild creatures 
nonetheless. 
 And that’s the glory of house-
cats. They slink, they pause, they 
pounce. They are like little tigers. 
But they are domesticated. They 
need us—and we need them. 
And they don’t need to be behind 
bars.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli  
can be e-mailed at  

editor@DanvilleWeekly.com.

Community Pulse
P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N  &  L O G   O B I T U A R I E S   B I R T H S  &  W E D D I N G S

Charles John McQuade
 Danville resident Charles John 
McQuade passed away Feb. 7 at 
the age of 95. 
 Born July 2, 1912, in St. 
Charles, Mo., he spent much of his 
life in Tulsa, Okla., working for 
the Corps of Engineers and rais-
ing a family with his wife, Mary 
Claudia. He served in the Naval 
Air Corps for three years as a 
Naval Air Instructor. He was hon-
orably discharged in 1945 at the 
rank of Lt. Commander. He loved 
flying, learning at a very young 
age, and was flying Ultra Lights at 
the age of 70. He was an accom-
plished commercial photographer, 
loved carpentry, woodworking and 
small scale farming.
 He was predeceased by Mary, 
his wife of 73 years. He is sur-
vived by two sons, William C. of 
Vero Beach, Fla., and John P. of 
Dallas; two daughters, Dr. Marilyn 
Miller of Toronto, Ontario, and 
Kathleen Beard of Danville. 
 A memorial service was held 
Feb. 26 at Wilson & Kratzer. 
Contributions may be made to 
Hope Hospice, 6500 Dublin Blvd., 
Suite 100, Dublin 94568. 

Robert Henry Engelken

 Robert Henry Engelken died 
peacefully in his Alamo home 
Feb. 14 at the age of 86. 
 Born in Baltimore, Md., 

in 1921, he spent much of his 
youth in the South Bronx of New 
York. In Spanish Harlem he met 
Rosemarie Ramirez, from Puerto 
Rico. They married in 1942 and 
were married for 58 years and 
raised four daughters. She passed 
away in 2001. 
 He was a World War II veteran 
who served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in ground and flight crew 
forces of the Third Marine Air 
Wing in the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theatre. He was honorably dis-
charged in 1946. 
 He trained in nuclear phys-
ics at the Brookhaven National 
Laboratory and went on to teach at 
Princeton University. He worked 
most of his life at the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and was 
instrumental in locating a division 
of it to the West Coast.
 His projects and love for travel 
brought him to all the corners of 
the U.S. and the earth, including 
Antarctica and Lebanon.
 He was a member of Castlewood 
Country Club and had a passion 
for golf. He had a keen sense of 
humor and was loved and respect-
ed by all who knew him.
 He is survived by his daugh-
ters, Lorna Gelderman of Alamo, 
Susan Kilber of Arcadia, Roberta 
Morales of Tracy and Daphne 
Engelken of Salinas; his brother 
John Engelken and sister Dorothy 
Hetherington, both of New York.

 Memorial services were pend-
ing; call Hull’s Walnut Creek 
Chapel for information. 

LaVern J. Morris

 LaVern J. Morris, a resident of 
Danville, passed away Feb. 17 at 
the age of 91 after a long illness.
 He was born in Hayward on 
Dec. 4, 1916, to Joseph and 
Florence Morris. He was a vet-
eran of the U.S. Army and served 
in World War II in the African and 
European theaters ending with the 
Battle of the Bulge. 
 Except for his four years in 
the Army, he spent his entire life 
around Hayward and Danville. 
He worked for the Postal Service 
for 36 years, retiring as the Post 
Master in Danville. 
 After retirement he and his wife 
traveled extensively.
 He is survived by loving wife 
Ruby; two daughters, Janet 
Wiedrich (George) of Rock 
Springs, Wyo., and Vernette 
Thompson (Scott) of San Ramon; 
son Steve (Evon) of Sunnyside, 
Wash.; step-daughter Yvette 
Supriano of Roseville.; step-son 
Ken Sandy (Dorothy) of Danville; 
11 grandchildren; 22 great-grand-
children; and one great-great 
grandchild. 
 No services were held, per his 
request. Donations may be made 
to the Alzheimer’s Foundation.

O B I T U A R I E S

Sunday, March 16

Monday, March 17

Tuesday, March 18

Wednesday, March 19

Thursday, March 20

Friday, March 21

Saturday, March 22

P O L I C E  L O G

The Danville Police Department made 
the following information available from 
its incident summary report:
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Diablo Views
B Y  D O L O R E S  F O X  C I A R D E L L I

Tiger, tiger,  
burning bright

My husband cherishes his memory of 
wrestling with tiger cubs. 

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI



Perspective
E D I T O R I A L S   L E T T E R S   O P I N I O N S  A B O U T  L O C A L  I S S U E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

 The recent ruling in Southern California about par-
ents homeschooling their children has sparked a state-
wide debate over whether parents should be required 
to hold teaching credentials in order to instruct their 
own children. Hopefully more education would always 
make a person a better teacher but to evaluate whether 
a credential would improve a parent’s teaching ability, 
we must consider its purpose. 
 Credential programs prepare teachers for work in 
a classroom. Students in credential programs for 
elementary school teachers learn how to instruct many 
children in many subjects, in classrooms where each 
child has his or her individual learning style. They are 
reminded repeatedly to consider that each child comes 
from a different home situation. Student teaching is 
an important part of the program, observing a teacher 
in action, working alongside the teacher, then taking 
over the teaching responsibilities under her tutelage. 
Credential programs prepare teachers to manage a 
classroom and, increasingly, how to deal with a multi-
tude of cultures and languages. 
 Are these lessons necessary for homeschooling par-
ents? Teaching a few children—especially when they 
are your own—requires an entirely different skill set. 
Here in the San Ramon Valley Unified School District, 
homeschooling parents work with the district to make 
sure their children are following the curriculum. 
 To be admitted into credential programs requires an 
undergraduate degree and classes in specific subjects 
such as health and special education; usually 30 hours 
of classroom observation; plus passing the California 
Subject Examinations for Teachers. CSET tests writing 
skills and basic knowledge in reading, language, lit-
erature, history and social sciences, as well as science, 
mathematics, physical education, human development 
and visual and performing arts. Perhaps homeschool-
ing parents could be required to pass the CSET to 
show they have good general knowledge and aptitude 
in reading and writing, but there seems to be no reason 
for them to learn skills to teach a varied population in 
a classroom.

Changes in policing

Dear Editor:
 If anyone is qualified to rebut 
Mr. Fredricks (Letters, March 21) 
about the Danville police volun-
teers, it is me. I have lived in 
Danville for 50 years, and am a 
retired Contra Costa County 
Sheriff’s sergeant who worked in 
Danville before incorporation and 
later when Danville formed its own 
department. We had no volunteer 
organization, but we certainly had 
a need for one.
 I live two blocks from the Police 
Department on a quiet street and 
have been the victim of four thefts 

from my driveway during the last 
four years. My garage was entered 
at 8 p.m. on a weeknight while my 
wife was momentarily in the house 
and property was taken from her 
car. A suspect arrested by Walnut 
Creek police was in possession of 
my wife’s cell phone. This indi-
vidual was from east Contra Costa 
County and had a criminal history 
for burglary. 
 Obviously the word is out with 
the criminal community that there 
is attractive property available for 
the taking. The March 21 story 
“Cops talk to Greenbrook neigh-
bors” could have been in an issue 
of the 1978 Valley Pioneer, which 
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From $349500 

for 10' x 12'

(925) 330-0965

SPRING SPECIAL
Custom Storage Sheds

Be A Host Family For 2 Weeks April 11-23
It is the group’s sixth stay in the Danville area.

The students are aged between 14 to 18 for those who study in senior 
high school. Host families with only younger children have worked out 

nicely in past years also.

They are coming along with their teachers who are responsible for 
the group and have planned activities during the weekdays.

THE AIM OF SUCH A STAY IS TO HAVE AMERICAN TEENAGERS 
AND/OR PARENTS COME TO VISIT IN FRANCE.

We are properly insured in matters of personal liability, health insurance 
and can provide the insurance contract in English on request.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

Mr. Kevin Dimler k.dimler@sbcglobal.net Phone 925.820.4309

2008
Beziers, France — Danville, California

HURRY TIME IS RUNNING OUT

was the equivalent of the Danville 
Weekly. In those days these thefts 
were usually done by local kids 
who were bored, not the case any-
more.
 Mr. Fredricks’ statement about 
using “the Scouts” for parade duty 
would be excellent; however, with 
the civil liability issues today, we 
would still need volunteer adults to 
supervise.

 In closing, regarding the remark 
that Alamo should be careful what 
they wish for with incorporation, 
we went through the same criticism 
during Danville’s incorporation. 
Local control and decision making 
has turned Danville into the “gem” 
it is today. Alamo is a very nice 
little community, but it can become 
even nicer with more local control.

Tim MacHugh, Danville
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  Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

March 27-29

Men’s Lacrosse Langkammer 
Invitational at St. Ignatius.

San Ramon Valley at Powaway

March 27-29

Softball San Ramon Valley at Antioch 
Tournament

Monte Vista at Livermore Stampede 

Tournament

Friday, March 28

Baseball SLO Tournament Finals

Monday, March 31

Golf Liberty Tourney at Discovery Bay

Tuesday, April 1

Golf Monte Vista at San Ramon, 3 

p.m. at Crow Canyon

Women’s Lacrosse Monte Vista at 
Livermore, 7 p.m.
San Ramon Valley vs. Cal High, 7 
p.m.
Men’s Lacrosse 
Monte Vista vs. Livermore, 7 p.m.
San Ramon Valley at Cal High, 7 p.m.
Men’s Volleyball 
Monte Vista at Granada, 6 p.m.

P R E P  S C H E D U L E

Parent photographers 
Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com of the best action shot from 
your child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember to 
include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.

CALLAHAN
TILE & STONE

• Sonoma Tilemakers • Oceanside 
Glasstile• Landmark Metal Coat  
• Ken Mason Tile • Jeffrey Court  

• Country Floors

925-463-6000
4811 Hopyard Rd • Pleasanton

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN  
SERVICE AVAILABLE IN OUR  

SHOWROOM BY APPOINTMENT

Our large designer showroom displays 
an extensive selection of stone,  

tile and unique decorative accents 
featuring manufacturers as:

Tired of Overcrowded Gyms?
We Offer an Exclusive One-on-One  

Personal Training Facility

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director
  NSCA Certified Strength and  

Conditioning Specialist
 B.A. Degree from Harvard University
 ACE Certified Personal Trainer

3120-D Crow Canyon Road
HealthandFitnessPlus.net

925-867-3488

That’s my foot you’re stomping Monte Vista High School junior varsity lacrosse 
player No. 25 Jarret Hassfeld pushes aside California High’s No. 31 in a “clean hit” after getting his 
foot smashed in a game last Friday at Monte Vista that the Mustangs won, 13-0. Monte Vista varsity 
also prevailed, 9-1. See more photos at www.DanvilleWeekly.com.

Beginning at bat
Sandrina Conci-Valvassori, 5, of the Red Hot Chili Peppers is honing 

her softball skills in preparation for the season. The team is part of the 
San Ramon Valley Girls’ Athletic League, a nonprofit organization formed 
in 1974 to provide a quality softball program for girls ages 5 to 18. The 
typical season sees 1,500 players in 120 teams with 240 coaches, playing 
almost a thousand regular and post season games.

JEFFREY S. W
EIL

CHRIS SCOTT/W
W

W
.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM
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KIDS & TEEN CAMPS
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High Adventure Sierra Overnight 
Bay Area Explorers 

Skateboard Day Camp 
Teen Leadership Day Camp 

Summer Fun Day Camp 
Tackle Football Day Camp 

Baseball Day Camp
Member: East Bay Regional Parks Day Camp Collaborative 

 CalAdventureCamps.Org 

925-952-4450 

Summer Flag and Tackle 
Football Leagues 

  Ages 6-14 

Employment Opportunities 
Bus Driver/Counselor 

Senior Counselor 
Group and Junior Leaders 

Work in Trade / Discount programs available 

Ages

4 1/2-18

LOCATIONS
New! Little Hills—San Ramon
Roberts Reg. Park— Oakland
Tilden Park—Berkeley

WEEKLY SESSIONS
June 16 – August 29

Questions? Call (510) 581-3739 or visit www.sarahscience.com

THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND
A Summer Day Camp™

of Outdoor Science
For childen ages 5 to 15

Connecting kids
to nature . . . 

 and making 
science fun!

Pull out  and save this center section!
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C O V E R  

photos by Chris Scott  
www.calsportsphoto.com

T here’s always sports and swim teams, 
but there’s also chess, robots, musical 
theater and paintball.

 With Danville, Alamo and the San Ramon 
Valley YMCA all offering a diversity of sum-
mer camps and classes, there should be no 
trouble finding one to suit almost any child’s 
interests. 
 “I think we have a wide variety of oppor-
tunities for kids of all ages to participate,” 
said Michelle Lacy, recreation services man-
ager for the Town of Danville. “To learn 
new skills, meet new friends, get out and be 
active.”

Danville gets kids out and about

 Each summer the town offers a host of 
camps ranging from sports to theater to com-
munity service, for ages 3 through 18. 
 Most of the camps take place outside, in var-
ious parks throughout the area. Lacy said it’s a 
great way to keep a “nature deprived” genera-
tion of youth engaged with the outdoors. 
 One of the most popular camps for children 
under 5 is the Little Peanuts Camp, which 
offers crafts, games and songs. At the Danville 
Day Camp—a classic favorite for elementary 
schoolers—kids do outdoor activities and, of 
course, spend time at the pool.
 “Summer camp experiences give kids an 
opportunity to try new things in a safe envi-

ronment,” Lacy said. “It keeps them busy 
—and out of trouble.”

And speaking of trouble, there’s a new 
camp this year specifically for teenagers, 
which Lacy said is unique. 

“There’s not a lot of opportunity for camps 
for teens,” she said. “That’s about the time 
you find kids not wanting to participate, and 
parents leaving kids at home, and (kids) try-
ing out some of those boundaries and getting 
themselves in trouble.” 

The DesTEENation camp gives teens the 
chance to go to amusement parks, the aquar-
ium, the zoo, on a safari, rock climbing, sail-
ing, whitewater rafting, play paintball, fly on 
a trapeze and other adventures. 

For those who want something a bit more 
philanthropic, there’s the Summer of Service 
camp. High schoolers work on projects like 
beach cleanup and trail repair—plus team 
building activities and field trips. 

“We have a number of kids in our area who 
really want to give back to our community,” 
Lacy said, adding the camp is also a good 
way for teens to learn job skills before enter-
ing the “real world.”

Education in the parks 

Alamo Parks and Recreation’s summer 
classes run the gamut. Sports fans can learn 
soccer, dance and gymnastics. Minds are 
kept fresh with French and Spanish language 
classes. 

“Our program works with all ages, every-

where from preschool all the way up to 
(high school) seniors,” said Victoria Skerritt, 
Alamo’s recreation provider. 

She said Alamo’s Parks and Recreation 
committee tries to come up with unique angles 
for the classes it offers—like organization and 
finance classes for adults 25 and up.

“What we try to do is not duplicate what 
Danville is doing,” Skerritt said. “This is kind 
of a newer program so we’re just trying to find 
things that the community wants that maybe 
are not offered.” 

The classes are held at Hap Magee Ranch 
Park, Stone Valley Middle School and the 
Alamo Elementary School field. 

“Participants enjoy the opportunity to take 
in the beautiful surroundings at Hap Magee 
Ranch Park as they socialize and learn new 
skills in their classes,” Skerritt said.

Alamo Parks and Recreation will also be 
hosting its popular Summer Concert Series 
this year with bands playing free shows at 
Livorna Park. Danville offers its Music in the 
Park series at Oak Hill Park.

It’s fun to play at the YMCA 

The YMCA San Ramon Valley offers half-
day specialty camps at Rancho Romero and 
Alamo elementary schools. 

Camps are a great way for kids to meet 
people and create a sense of community, said 
executive director Kathy Chiverton. 

Many of the camps have an educational 
aspect to them, like popular Lego camps, 

which are taught by engineers. 
The chess camp is a longtime favorite, too; 

this is the sixth year it’s being offered. The 
camp is taught by Berkeley Chess School.

This summer the YMCA is offering a new 
Lego camp focused on “green” power. Kids 
can design and build machines powered by 
alternative energy sources. 

Campers will race solar cars, build a wind-
powered electrical generation facility, and 
invent a machine powered by stored elastic 
strain energy. 

“Kids get to play with every Lego they 
could possibly imagine,” Chiverton said. 
“They learn to build different structures and 
machines.”

The Mad Machines and Robots camp is 
new this year, too. After designing and build-
ing machines with pulleys, wedges, screws 
and levers, the campers will also build a 
robot that they can keep.

“We want kids to stay active and healthy 
and learning all through the summer,” said 
Chiverton. “There are lots of reasons to go to 
camp.” 

It’s not too soon to sign up for summer fun

SummertimeSummertime

For complete camp schedule

Danville: Go to the Recreation Services page  
of the town Web site, www.ci.danville.
ca.us/ or call 314-3400

Alamo: Call 876-0147, e-mail alamo@
pw.cccounty.us or visit alamore.org

YMCA: Visit mdrymca.org or call 831-1100

by Meghan Neal
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KIDS & TEEN CAMPS

The Bridges Golf Club � 9000 S. Gale Ridge Road � San Ramon

Junior Golf Camps
Summer 2008

925.967.0326

For program dates and more information go to

www.systemgolf.com
or call

A sleep away program by
Adventure Day Camp

Session Dates:
August 10th -August 17th

Ages: 8 - 16

Puravidacamp.com

Archery
Rock Climbing
Ropes  Course
Horseback Riding

•
•
•
•

Nature
Camping
Mt. Biking
Sports

•
•
•
•

Outdoor

Music
Singing

•
•

Drama
Art

•
• Dance•

       Ages 4 - 14
         For More Information Please Call

(925) 937-6500
Or Visit 

adventuredaycamp.com

Home
Transportation

Serving Moraga, Orinda, Lafayette, 
Oakland, Piedmont, Berkeley, & the 680 
Corridor from Martinez to San Ramon

Extended Care included

Aquatics
Swimming

Canoeing

•

•

Sailing

Kayaking

•

•

Creativity

A traditional summer camp in Walnut Creek
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KIDS & TEEN CAMPS

140 C Alamo Plaza, Alamo • 925-831-0292
www.bokfudo.com

• For children ages 7-14 years old.

• No previous martial arts experience
  necessary.

• 3 one week sessions available.

Summer Camp
The summer camps at East West Kung-Fu offer children 

the chance to explore the mystifying world of martial arts. 

Kids’      Country
SPORTS’ CAMP 

Baseball/Softball • Soccer 
Flag Football • Basketball

Sycamore School • 2 weeks sessions
Camps Available in 

Danville and San Ramon

Summer Camp
June 23-Aug. 20

For info call 925.743.3104   www.kidscountry.org

 Kids Camp Getaway 7/14-7/18 or 8/11-8/15

Situated on a secluded 9.5 acre former 
ranch with a swimming pool, gym, 
playground, and so much more!

Adventures for all ages

Experiences Staff

Themed weeks

Fun field trips and overnights

(925) 933-0666 x5037 www.sevenhillscamp.org
975 North San Carlos Drive,Walnut Creek

Adventures For A Summer...
Memories For A Lifetime

Camps & Classes
Check out our new 

K-8 summer choices at
dorriseaton.com.

925.933.5225                Walnut Creek

Summer Session Dates
June 16 - August 8, 2008

ENRICHMENT

CAMPS

ESL Camp
for International Students

D E V I L  MO U T A I N
S U M M E R  C A M P
&  E N R I C H M E N T  P R O G R A M S

Visit our Summer Camp 
Info Sessions 
April 16, 2008

2100 Mt. Diablo Scenic Blvd.
Danville (925) 362-7223 
athenian-summer.org

ALL-SPORT  BASKETBALL  BASEBALL FLAG FOOTBALL
GOLF  LACROSSE  SOCCER  TENNIS  VOLLEYBALL

REGISTER 
ONLINE 
TODAY!SUMMER CAMPS

REGISTER  ONLINE
WWW.SMCGAELS.COM 

QUESTIONS CALL 
(925) 631-4FUN
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Living
P E O P L E  &  L I F E S T Y L E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

by Meghan Neal

I t may not be Los Angeles, but the San 
Ramon Valley apparently has a hidden 
underbelly of talented actors.

 LMA Productions is offering screen act-
ing classes to the Tri-Valley area. The first 
wave sold out quicker than anyone expect-
ed, so they just added three more sessions 
beginning April 1.
 The classes meet once a week for 10 
weeks. Students perform monologues, 
improvisations and do scene work. 
 “There’s a lot of talent that’s untapped, 
and at the same time we’re also trying to 
bring a little bit of Hollywood up to this 
area,” said Rick Beeman, the instructor. 
 Beeman himself is a bit of Hollywood 
that’s migrated to the East Bay. He’s a 
veteran film and television director and has 
been teaching acting classes for years. 
 “Rick is like a little Hollywood director on 
steroids,” said Danville resident Dr. Carmen 
Taran, one of the students in the class.
 The students are a mix of seasoned pro-
fessionals, intermediate level actors and 
people who just want to try it out. There are 

classes for children, teens and adults. 
 Taran is a managing partner of Rexi 
Media, a company that helps people improve 
their presentation skills. She said she took 
the class because acting and presentation go 
hand in hand.
 They both involve learning about body 
language, vocal variety, selecting the 
right words, and being comfortable with 
impromptu speaking, she said. 
 She likes making things up on the fly—the 
improvisation exercises are her favorite part 
of the class. She said it can be challenging, 
because you have to let your guard down 
and attempt to let a piece of you show.
 “I think there’s some vulnerability you 
have to show through in front of others,” she 
explained. “You just have to get used to it. 
And of course that comes with practice.”
 Beeman teaches his students variations 
of “Method” acting, a difficult approach to 
teach and to learn. Actors are encouraged to 
explore their own emotions from their past 
and use them to bring realistic depth to their 
characters. 
 “It’s quite effective,” Beeman said. “The 
students just are eating it up.” 

 Not only are the students reaching into 
their deepest emotions and displaying them 
in front of classmates, their performances 
are being videotaped, too. 
 Students watch the videotapes the follow-
ing week for constructive criticism. They 
can see where their flaws are and where 
they can improve, Beeman said. 
 “It is scary,” he conceded. “That’s part 
of being an actor—facing and overcoming 
your fears.” 
 He said a lot of students even find the 
classes therapeutic. 
 “You have to bring up past experiences, 
both pleasant and unpleasant. By bringing it 
out in front of an audience—there’s some-
thing very freeing about that,” Beeman said. 
“I had one student tell me last night, ‘This is 
really cheap therapy.’”
 The class’ acting has already greatly 
improved since the beginning of the ses-
sion, he said. But Taran pointed out that it’s 
not just about learning. It’s fun. 
 “In addition to cheap therapy it’s cheap 
entertainment, too,” she said. “I would rec-
ommend it to everyone who wants to stand 
out rather than fit in.”  

 At the end of the 10-week session the 
actors will have their work showcased in an 
open house for friends and family. They’ll 
also be given a DVD of their performances.
 “We have so much talent in this area,” 
said LMA Managing Partner Thaddeus 
Coberg. “There’s no reason this area can’t 
become more like Los Angeles or New 
York.” 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION

Instructor Rick Beeman 
directs two students in 

LMA’s Screen Acting Class.

COURTESY LM
A PRODUCTIONS

Bringing a bit of Hollywood  
to the Tri-Valley

Learn to act
What: Screen acting classes from LMA 

Productions

Who: Kids, teens and adult classes 
available

Where: 1067 Serpentine Lane in 
Pleasanton 

When: Beginning April 1, once a week 
for 10 weeks

Cost: $500 for a 10-week session

Register: Call 417-1420 or visit  
www.LMAdigital.com
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L I V I N G

Presenting the Past
B Y  B E V E R LY  L A N E

(Part 2)

D aniel and Josephine Inman 
began a family within a 
year of their 1863 wed-

ding and eventually had seven chil-
dren. Inman’s life during the 19th 
century exemplifies many of the 
challenges and accomplishments 
of California’s pioneer leaders. 
He farmed and experimented with 
different crops, was known as a 
generous friend, helped begin the 
Livermore Presbyterian Church, 
supported the Grange movement, 
opposed the state’s railroad monop-
oly, and ran for office.
 The Inmans moved to Livermore 
in 1865, splitting their Danville 
properties with brother Andrew by 
1866. Dan’s friend Jesse Bowles 
moved to the Livermore area in 
the 1860s, joining his brother-in-
law William “Phil” Mendenhall. 
Mendenhall had once farmed in the 
Sycamore Valley and was another 
good Inman friend.
 The Inmans soon settled in, 
buying 325 acres of farmland and 
becoming leaders in this new com-
munity. They later added 316 more 
acres and ran a diversified farm 
with stock grazing, wheat and vine-

yards. Less than a mile north of 
their homestead, the Inman District 
School was built in 1870 on land 
they donated for the purpose.
 From 1867 to 1868 Dan Inman 
served on the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors. He next was 
elected to the state Assembly in 
the fall of 1869. According to J.M. 
Guinn’s “History of California,” 
he won “in spite of the fact that at 
the time the district was strongly 
Republican. However, his excellent 
record as a supervisor won him 
many votes from his friends among 
the Republicans of the district and 
he received a fair Majority.”
 He was no friend of the railroad 
monopoly which had such power 
in the state and, because of this, 
lost in subsequent efforts to return 
to the Legislature. In 1878 he was 
elected a delegate to the California 
Constitutional Convention which 
famously worked to defuse the 
railroad’s power. A major goal of 
Granges throughout California was 
to control what they viewed as usu-
rious charges by the railroads.
 In 1874, Inman met with Danville 
friends R.O. Baldwin, Charles 
Wood and W.W. Camron to discuss 
constructing a narrow gauge rail-
road from Martinez to Livermore. 

Indeed, Inman’s political activities 
were mirrored by several Danville 
leaders. His brother Andrew Inman, 
Charles Wood and David Sherburne 
from Sycamore Valley, and teacher 
A.J. Young were all elected to 
the state Assembly. Sherburne also 
served as Contra Costa County 
Supervisor for many years.
 After the California State 
Grange was organized, Inman 
became the first Worthy Master of 
the Livermore Grange No. 91 in 
1874. He was active in the Grange 
for many years in many different 
capacities, including as president 
and manager of the State Grangers’ 
Association and its store in San 
Francisco (1878-79). 
 His wife’s family had helped found 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
in Alamo. The First Presbyterian 
Church of Livermore was organized 
on Feb. 12, 1871, with Jesse Bowles 
and Daniel Inman serving as two of 
the first five trustees. Funds were 
raised, and the first church was 
dedicated in 1874. Also in 1871, 
a Masonic Lodge, the Pleasanton 
Lodge, No. 218, F. and A.M. was 
organized. Inman was a proud mem-
ber of this fraternal order all his life.
 Inman was known for his com-
munity spirit and his willingness to 

lend funds to friends, which some-
times led to problems. He signed 
a promissory note for the Farmers 
Union of Livermore, a Grange-
related cooperative, and ended up 
liable for its debts when the Union 
went bankrupt in 1892. He faithfully 
paid off these and all other debts.
 When Inman died in 1908, the 
Livermore Herald said his large funer-
al testified “to the great respect and 
esteem in which the deceased was 
held in the community. The expres-
sions of regret over the demise of 
this worthy pioneer are universal. He 
represented the highest type of sturdy 
American manhood and held the con-
fidence of the community to a degree 

attained by few men in this age.”
Sources: Rick Dressen, “Daniel 
Inman, Namesake of Danville,” 

1993; J. M. Guinn, “History of the 
State of California,” 1904; William 

Halley, “Centennial Yearbook of 
Alameda County,” 1876 (p. 400); 

The Livermore Herald, Nov. 7, 1908; 
James D. Smith, “Recollections,” 

1995; J. P. Munro-Fraser, “History of 
Contra Costa County,” 1882, Museum 

of the SRV archives
Beverly Lane, a longtime Danville 

resident, is curator of the Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley and co-author of 

“San Ramon Valley: Alamo, Danville, 
and San Ramon.”

Dan Inman, Danville’s founder 

Residence and farm of Daniel Inman, Esq, Livermore, Alameda County, California; “New 
Historical Atlas of Alameda Co.,” California, Illustrated, Thompson & West, 1878. p. 106

Bonjour,  
Monte Vista 
 Monte Vista High School stu-
dents and teachers played their own 
role during the international week 
of the French language, March 
17-21. Ten students from French 
4 and 5 took part in the contest of 
the “Amis de la Culture Francaise” 
(Friends of the French Culture). 
Ali Doroudchi, Pamela Peters, 
Alex Starr, Ariana Luna, Trenton 
Szewcyzk, Jessica Crossley, 
Tuhin Roy, Diane Fazli, Mike 
Domalewski and Becky Miller all 
went to Berkeley and competed 
against students from many East 
Bay high schools. Diane, Tuhin, 
Alex, and Ali went to the final 
round where they had to speak on 
current events. Ali won second 
place in the French 4 division.
 On Monday, March 17, all of the 
French 3 and AP French Literature 
students participated in the National 
French Exam organized by the 
American Association of Teachers 
of French. This is the first time in 
at least 20 years that Monte Vista 
has taken part in this contest, where 
students are ranked nationally and 
can win fabulous prizes like a trip 
to France.
 The French 4 students are doing 
some podcasting, recording MP3s 
telling about their first encounter 
with the French language, in yet 
another contest, sponsored by the 
French Consulate in San Francisco. 
Also, French students from all 
levels wore their famous French 
T-shirts to school. 

O F  N O T E

Monte Vista French 4 and 5 students competed against other students from throughout 
the East Bay at Amis de la Culture Francaise; shown are (l-r) second-place winner Ali 
Doroudchi; finalist Tuhin Roy; finalist Alex Starr; and finalist Diane Fazli.

A T  T H E  M O V I E SA movie review of what’s

Run Fatboy Run  
★★★
Rating: PG-13 for language  
and mature themes 
Run Time: 1 hour, 39 minutes

 David Schwimmer of “Friends” 
fame helms this hit-and-miss 
affair that trots out comic chest-
nuts with good-humored glee.
 Simon Pegg is lovable loser 
Dennis, a classic commitment-
phobe who walks out on heavily 
pregnant fiancé Libby (Thandie 
Newton) on their wedding day.
 Five years later Dennis is pull-
ing dead-end hours as a secu-
rity guard and sleeping in a 
seedy North London basement 
apartment. Libby has moved on to bigger and better things, 
most notably rich and handsome financier Whit (Hank Azaria).
 Tired of being a nearly-man and determined to impress Libby 
and their son Jake, Dennis vows to run in the same 26-mile 
charity marathon for which Whit is training obsessively. Feel the 
burn!
 Naturally Dennis is hopelessly unfit (though not exactly the 
fatboy the title suggests) and seemingly incapable of complet-
ing even the simplest of menial tasks. Altogether trite but true 
to the kind of comic roots that include the timeless workout 
montage, clash of the male egos, and heartstring-tugging finish 
line drama.
 Not a surprise in sight, just predictable losers-are-people-too 
jesting raised a notch by the quality work of consummate pro-
fessionals who are better than their mediocre material. 
 Pegg and Azaria come closest to generating real laughs, their 
macho posturing the source of some genuine wit. Newton lends 
class where it’s desperately needed; beauty and the beast et al. 
Pop tune soundtrack is effervescent and feel-good finale ends 
on a rose-colored note.

—Jeanne Aufmuth
For more movie reviews or local show times, go to www.DanvilleWeekly.com

Girl Scout Cookies for the troops
Super cookie sellers at the age of 7 are (back, l-r) Caitlyn Russell; Kali 

Wiseman; Gina Sinclair; Katharyn Wahleithner; Shaina Zins; (front) Emily 
Ayers; Sophia DeGracia, Kaitlyn Trainer, Kristen Lucasey. The girls, from 
Blackhawk’s Brownie Troop No. 2426, sold 1,455 boxes of cookies during one 
month. They are especially proud that they are sending more than 500 boxes 
to American soldiers overseas. Cookie patrons were able to buy the treats to 
be sent to the American troops overseas to bring them a little piece of home. 
The Blue Star Moms picked up the cookies last week to mail tto the troops.
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The Pet Vet says...
B Y  D R .  H E I D I  S T R A N D

The Wine Guy
B Y    G R E G O R Y  P E E B L E S

A commanding bouquet 

E ast Bay residents, take pride! 
Our very own wine country 
has a history every bit as 

substantial as the more renowned 
valley to the north. Robert 
Livermore’s first commercial vine 
plantings over 160 years ago laid 
the foundation for today’s renais-
sance. Livermore Valley now plays 
host to nearly 40 wineries ranging 
from the classic, venerable names 
of Concannon and Wente to new, 
small-production properties like 
Mitchell Katz at Ruby Hill.
 Mitchell Katz at Ruby Hill proud-
ly stands upon the bright red soil 
where Ruby Hill Winery once stood. 
On Nov. 8, 1989, the original winery 
structure, dating back to the late 
1880s, burned under suspect circum-
stances. A local winemaking region 
combining a rich history and mod-
ern-day intrigue: a fascinating blend.
 Winemaker Mitchell Katz’s dream 
is to produce handcrafted, affordable 
wines of quality. I imagine “Clark’s 

Corner” satisfies his dream.
 Muted purple is the core color. 
Traces of red and ruby on the outer 
rim frame the nearly opaque center. 
An overall dusky intensity appears 
to indicate minimal filtration and 
fining. Wines finished in such a 
manner usually exhibit much more 
character and longevity compared to 
those which are heavily “processed.” 
In viticulture and winemaking, often 
less is much, much more.
 Aromas range from tart plum, 
perky black cherry and cassis. With 
time, pleasant dried fruit, tawny-
like characters evolve, too. Sweet 
herb notes best describe the com-

manding bouquet due to 24 months 
in 100 percent American oak.
 As for the palate, this Cabernet 
Sauvignon (100 percent varietal) 
provides medium body weight, 
immediate approachability and 
youthful fleshiness. Soft tannins 
complete the picture.
 Overall, it’s indeed an affordable 
and pleasing effort worthy of a try. 
Just 350 cases were bottled.
 Pop the cork and appreci-
ate Mitchell Katz’s Cabernet 
with family and friends gathered 
around platters of gourmet burgers. 
Thankfully, barbecue season will 
soon return in all its glory! 
 Picture this: a medium rare, 
double-decker ground sirloin mas-
terpiece topped with pungent blue 
cheese, sweet Walla Walla onion, 
lettuce, vine-ripened “Supersteak” 
tomato and snappy kosher dill pick-
le. Everything is jammed into a 
fresh, artisan bun dripping with your 
favorite condiments…my, oh my! 
Hey, don’t forget the potato salad...
 Let your palate be the judge...

Have comments or questions 
about wine? Gregory Peebles, wine 
industry professional and East Bay 
resident, can be contacted at cale-

doniawine@sbcglobal.net.

Q. We are moving and are not able 
to take our cat. Can we give her 
to the SPCA to find a new home 
for her? Also, can the SPCA come 
investigate our neighbor who leaves 
his dog in the yard alone all day?
A. SPCA stands for Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
There are several regional SPCAs 
in the Bay Are—they are not one 
organization. Any nonprofit group 
can have SPCA in its name, as well 
as Humane Society, Animal Rescue, 
etc. These types of animal welfare 
organizations usually have animals 
available for adoption and offer edu-
cational services to the public. Some 
of them do take “surrendered” pets 
that people do not want, but your 
county animal services agency is 
the one that definitely takes animals 
whose owners cannot keep them. 
The county agencies also pick up 

stray animals, and investigate reports 
of possible animal cruelty and animal 
bites. Animal control officers are 
government employees who are spe-
cially trained in this field. They can 
investigate situations such as animals 
left chained. They do not respond to 
noise complaints, or dogs left alone 
in the yard. However many cities 
have ordinances for noise related to 
barking dogs, so you would want to 
contact your local police department 
non-emergency number if you have 
that kind of problem.

—Dr. Heidi Strand is a veteri-
narian for the East Bay SPCA in 
Dublin. She has lived in the Tri-

Valley for 10 years with her family 
and an assortment of four-legged 
friends. Questions can be mailed 

to 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville 94526

2005 Mitchell Katz at Ruby Hill

“Clark’s Corner” Cabernet 
Sauvignon

Livermore Valley

BevMo!—Danville, $12.99

‘Surrendering’ a pet

L I V I N G

NF

Father

Nature

BREAKFAST 
LUNCH 

CATERING 
BANQUET ROOM

DOWNTOWN DANVILLE

172 E. PROSPECT AVE.

925.820.3160

Try Our Yummy

Spiced Tea

AMERICAN
Father Nature 
172 E Prospect Ave., Danville, 925-
820-3160. Enjoy a wonderful Breakfast 
or Lunch! Seating in the dinning area, 
outdoor patio, or book our banquet room. 
Some favorites include homemade blue-
berry or poppyseed pancakes and the 
homemade soup of the day! Hours are 
Mon.– Sat. 7am–3pm and Sun 8am- 
3pm. Hope to see you soon!

FRENCH BAKERY & CAFE
Pascal French Oven 
155-B Railroad Ave., Danville, 925-838-
7349. Bakery & coffee shop open Mon.-
Sat., 6 A.M. to 3 P.M., Sundays 7 A.M. 
to 3 P.M. Serving breakfast & lunch daily, 
7:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M. Featuring authen-
tic French pastries baked in-house every 
day. Come for coffee and pastries, a deli-
cious breakfast or a healthy lunch. Sit and 
visit a while in our cozy dining room,  
relax on one of our patios, or order to go 
when there’s no time to linger. 
www.pascalcafe.com

PIZZA
Amici’s East Coast Pizzeria 
720 Camino Ramon, (in the Rose 
Garden), Danville, 925-837-9800. 
Amici’s offers authentic, thin, crisp-crust 
Pizza and a casual Italian menu of freshly 
made Pastas and Salads, all available for 
takeout and delivery as well as dine-in at 
this new Danville location. Check out the 
menu or order online at www.amicis.com

WINE - RETAIL/TASTING
Bella Vino 
3450 Camino Tassajara, Danville, 
94506, 925-648-1300. Taste a variety 
of wines at leasiure or grab a bottle to 
go! Tasting Tuesday - Sunday. Special 
tasting events every Thursday and Live 
Jazz on Fridays. Check us out online on 
our events page for current upcoming 
events at www.bvino.com

Call 837-8300  
to find out how  

your Business can  
be listed in 

Fork, Cork  
& More 

Search a complete  
Restaurant Listing on  

DanvilleWeekly.com

The UPS Store
Sycamore Square
Danville, CA

Shipping

Mailbox Rentals

Color Copies

Business Services

Corporate Accounts

Notary Services

Packaging Services

Passport/ID Photos

Products and Service Guide
Inquire about our free monthly special offer

Your Home Offi ce Away From Home

696 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Danville, CA 94526
Phone: (925) 838-0052

Fax: (925) 838-4630

Shredding Services

‘My friend gave me a heads up on this...’

TownSquare Forum
READ MORE/COMMENT
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  Calendar
Art
31st Annual Spring Gala Art Show 
Alamo Danville Artists’ Society (ADAS) 
will host the 31st annual Spring Gala 
Art Show reception from 4-7 p.m., 
Saturday, March 29, at the Pioneer 
Art Gallery, 524 Hartz Ave., Danville. 
79 talented artists representing work 
of art (2D and 3D) will be present. 
Artwork is available for purchase from 
3-7 p.m., Tuesday-Friday, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m., Saturday and 1-5 p.m., Sunday, 
until April 26. Visit www.adas4art.org. 
Art in the Park The 10th annual Art 
in the Park will be held Saturday-
Sunday, Oct. 4-5, at Front Street 
Park, in front of the Danville Library, 
400 Front St. Artist booth spaces are 
10x10 and cost $70 for ADAS mem-
bers, $85 for non-members, plus 10% 
commission for the Art in the Schools 
fund. Deadline for space is April 1. 
Applications for booth space are now 
available at www.adas4art.org; call 
828-9170 or e-mail normawebb@
comcast.net. 

Author Visit
David and Nic Sheff Rakestraw 
Books will host David Sheff, author 
of “Beautiful Boy: A Father’s 
Journey Through His Son’s Meth 
Addiction,” and his son, Nic Sheff, 
author of “Tweak: Growing Up on 
Methamphetamines” at 9:45 a.m., 
Thursday, April 3, at The Athenian 
School, 2100 Mount Diablo Scenic 
Blvd., Danville. This event will be 
open to the public by reservation, call 
837-7337. 
Rakestraw Books Rakestraw Books 
will host numerous authors in April 
including: Thomas Cahill, author of 
“Mysteries of the Middle Ages,” at 
7 p.m., Tuesday, April 1; Virginia 
Ironside, author of “No, I Don’t 
Want to Join a Book Club: Diary of 
a Sixtieth Year,” at 7 p.m., Monday, 
April 7; John Flanagan, author of 
“The Ranger’s Apprentice: The Battle 
for Skandia,” at 7 p.m., Friday, April 
11; Jane Smiley, author of “Ten Days 
in the Hills,” at 7 p.m., Wednesday, 
April 23, all at Rakestraw Books, 409 
Railroad Ave., Danville. Reservations 
are recommended; call 837-7337. 

Civic Meetings
Morning with the Mayor Danville 
Mayor Candance Anderson will host 
her monthly “Morning with the Mayor” 
from 7:30-8:30 a.m., Friday, April 4, 
at Father Nature’s Restaurant, 172 E. 
Prospect Ave., Danville. Fresh fruit and 
a cup of coffee or hot chocolate will 
be served for free. 

Clubs
Alamo-Danville Newcomers Club 
This club is open to new and long-
time residents of the surrounding 
areas. If you are interested in making 
new friends, learning more about the 
area or getting involved in various 
activities, call 775-3233 or visit www.
alamodanvillenewcomers.com. 
Danville AM Toastmasters Club 
The club meets from 7-8:30 a.m., 
every Tuesday, at Father Nature’s, 
178 E. Prospect Ave. Guests are wel-
come. For more information, contact 
Dave Miklasevich at 899-1543 or 
dmik210@yahoo.com or www.danvil-
leamtoastmasters.org. 
Danville Lions Club This club 
meets at 7 p.m., on the first and third 
Wednesday of every month, at the 
Brass Door, San Ramon. For informa-
tion, call Tom Jackson at 984-1541. 
Danville Rotary The Danville Rotary 
meets at noon every Monday at the 
Brass Door, 2154 San Ramon Valley 
Blvd., San Ramon. For information, 
visit www.danvillerotary.org. 
Danville-Alamo Garden Club The 
next monthly meeting of the Danville-
Alamo Garden Club will be at 9:30 
a.m., Thursday, April 10, at the Alamo 
Women’s Club, 1401 Danville Blvd. 
Navlet’s Buzz Bertolero will speak on 
plants and products for spring. This 
meeting is free. Call 837-4904. 
Diablo Bonsai Club This club will 
host a lecture and workshop on 
“Cascade Style,” with individual 
attention given to those interested 
in the art of bonsai, from 7:30-
9:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 16, at 
Heather Farms Garden Center, upper 
room, 1540 Marchbanks Dr., Walnut 
Creek. Call 937-4216. 

Gold Star Mom Speaks Out 
TriValley Democratic Club will host 
Karen Meredith, a member of Gold 
Star Families Speak Out, from 7-9 
p.m., Monday, April 21, at IBEW 
Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy., Dublin. 
Refreshments will be served; wheel-
chair accessible. Call 831-8355 or 
visit www.trivalleydems.com. 
Grandmother’s Club Grandmothers 
of all ages meet for lunch at 11 a.m., 
on the second Friday of every month, 
at the Brass Door, 2154 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd., San Ramon. If interest-
ed, contact Fran Britt at 743-4026. 
Porsche Club of America, Diablo 
Region This club is for owners and 
enthusiasts of all Porsches. It meets 
at 8 a.m. every Saturday for break-
fast at Marie Callendar’s, 1101 S. 
California Blvd., Walnut Creek. Visit 
www.pca.org/dia. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 
75 The organization meets at 7:30 
p.m., every second Thursday of the 
month (except December), at Danville 
Veteran’s Hall, 400 Hartz Ave., 
Danville. For information, call Post 
Commander Tony Carnemolla at 932-
4042 or visit www.vfw.org. 

Concerts
‘Songs for a New World’ Diablo 
Light Opera Company presents 
“Songs for a New World” at 8 p.m., 
April 3-5, 10-12 and at 2 p.m., April 
6 and 13, at the Town Hall Theatre, 
3535 School St., Lafayette. Tickets 
are $28 for adults, $25 for seniors and 
$15 for students. Visit www.dloc.org. 
Blackhawk Dinner Concert Danville 
Community Band will host a dinner 
concert featuring music from Bach 
to the Beatles at 5:30 p.m., Sunday, 
April 13, at the Blackhawk Country 
Club, Lakeside Ballroom, 599 
Blackhawk Club Dr., Danville. No host 
bar starts at 6 p.m. and dinner at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $50, including 
dinner and the concert. For reserva-
tions, call 736-6500, ext. 0. 
Don Lewis and Young 
Expressions Professional musician 
and synthesizer pioneer, Don Lewis 
and musicians from Pleasanton high 
schools will perform from 8-10 p.m., 
Saturday, March 29, at Amador 

Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. Tickets are $10, $14 and 
$18 for adults; $6, $10 and $14 for 
children and students. Call 931-5361 
or visit www.civicartstickets.org. 
Steve Seskin Recording artist Steve 
Seskin is one of the most successful 
writers in Nashville today. He will per-
form at 7 p.m., Friday, April 4, at the 
Front Row Theatre, 17011 Bollinger 
Canyon Rd., San Ramon. Tickets 
are $14 for adults, $9 for youth and 
seniors. Call 973-3372 or visit www.
sanramonperformingarts.com. 

Events
Danville Library Grand Re-opening 
Celebration Danville Library will host 
its Grand Re-opening Celebration 
from 1-5 p.m., Saturday, April 5, at 
400 Front St., Danville. Celebrate the 
completion of renovations and enjoy 
refreshments, a steel drum band per-

formance, Harry Potter Magic Show, 
slide presentation, face painter and 
henna artist. This event is free. Call 
837-4889. 
Goodguys 26th All American Get-
Together The Goodguys 26th All 
American Get-Together is a two-day 
automotive festival from 8 a.m.-5 
p.m., Saturday-Sunday, March 29-30, 
at the Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
4501 Pleasanton Ave., Pleasanton. 
Admission is $15. Call 838-9876 or 
visit www.good-guys.com. 
Highlights of the Valley’s 100 Years 
of Agricultural History Danville 
Library and Museum of the San 
Ramon Valley will host a slide show 
presentation “Highlighting the Valley’s 
100 Years of Agriculture History” from 
4-5 p.m., Saturday, April 5, at the 
Danville Library, Mt. Diablo Room, 400 
Front St. This event is free. Call 837-
3750 or visit www.museumsrv.org. 
Poetry, Prose and Arts Festival 
Come and enjoy the Visual Arts 
Exhibit from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday-
Sunday, April 5-6, at Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton. Call 931-5350 or visit 
www.pleasantonarts.org. 
Spring Plant Sale  Ruth Bancroft 
Garden will host a Spring Plant Sale 
from 9-11 a.m. for members only and 
open to the public from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., 
April 5-12, at the Ruth Bancroft Garden, 
1500 Bancroft Rd., Walnut Creek. Visit 
www.ruthbancroftgarden.org. 

Exhibits
Meet Mildred Freitas Museum of the 
San Ramon Valley will host life long val-
ley resident, Mildred Freitas, who was 
born in downtown Danville and was the 
daughter of a local farmer, in conjuc-
tion with the exhibit, Agriculture, For 
a Century, the Business of the Valley, 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, March 
29, at the museum, 205 Railroad Ave., 
Danville. Museum hours are from 1-4 
p.m., Tuesday-Friday and 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., Saturday. Museum admission is 
free, but donations are encouraged. Call 
837-3750 or visit www.museumsrv.org. 
The Original Rat Fink Blackhawk 
Museum will host the “Original Rat Fink” 
exhibit from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., until June 
15, at the Blackhawk Museum, 3700 
Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville. The 
exhibit will feature original artwork, hot 
rods and toys all built by Ed “Big Daddy” 
Roth. Admission to the museum is $8 
for adults, $5 for students and seniors. 
Visit www.blackhawkmuseum.org. 

Come enjoy a Spring Gala Art Show
Alamo Danville Artists’ Society (ADAS) will host a free public reception for 

its 31st annual Spring Gala Art Show from 4-7 p.m., Saturday, March 29, at the 
Pioneer Art Gallery, 524 Hartz Ave., Danville. Seventy-nine talented artists will 
be represented. The show runs until April 26. Visit www.adas4art.org. 

STEPHAN SANFILIPPO

W E E K E N D  P R E V I E W

mediterranean cruises on sale!

*All itineraries, fares, and policies subject to change and 
may be withdrawn at any time.  CST #2049287-40

Vacation Discounters, Inc. CALL:  (925) 831-8103

“When you sail on the World’s Best Cruise Line,
the difference is Crystal clear.”

Rome to Venice, 11-days
Athens to Venice, 7-days
Venice to Barclona, 12-days
Athens to Monte Carlo, 12-days
Barcelona to Lisbon, 12-days
Venice to Monte Carlo, 12-days
May through October, 2008

  SAVE UP TO $1,100 PER CABIN
  Pre-paid Gratuities
  $200.00 per cabin shipboard credit
  3rd berth sails free (17 and younger)

Crystal Cruises - “The World’s Best”

www. Vacation-Discounters.com

Travel as a group of 8 or more and 
receive $500 per cabin shipboard credit!



Fundraisers
‘A Glamorous Feast for the Senses’ 
Youth Homes will host its annual Fashion 
Show and Luncheon at 11 a.m., 
Saturday, April 12, at Crow Canyon 
Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Dr., 
Danville. Tickets are $40, including lunch. 
Proceeds benefit Youth Homes. Deadline 
for reservations is April 4; call 938-4148 
or e-mail lmartyn@netzero.com. 
‘A Taste of 94507’ Come and 
enjoy “A Taste of 94507” gala 
with wine and food tasting at 6:30 
p.m., Saturday, May 3, at a private 
residence in Alamo. Tickets are 
$75. Proceeds benefit the Alamo 
Community Foundation for costs for 
the one-time State-required studies 
of feasibility of Alamo incorporation. 
For reservations, call 838-1277. 
American Girl Fashion Show 
Golden View Elementary presents 
an American Girl Fashion Show at 
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., Saturday-
Sunday, April 5-6, at Castlewood 
Country Club, Pleasanton. Tickets are 
$45. Proceeds benefit Golden View 
Elementary. Call (800) 299-0972 or 
visit www.eastbayfashionshow.com. 
Annual Kitchen and Garden Tour 
Baldwin and Greenbrook elementary 
schools are hosting their annual 
Kitchen and Garden Tour from 1-4 
p.m., Sunday, May 18. Enjoy catered 
foods from local restaurants and a 
silent auction at the end of the tour. 
Cost is $30 in advance, $35 on the 
day of the event. Proceeds support 
both PTAs. For reservations, call 838-
7722. 
Make a Bid for Peace Spring 
Benefit Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice 
Center and Grandparents for Peace 
will present “Make a Bid for Peace” 
spring benefit at 2:30 p.m., Sunday, 
April 13, at the Fireside Room, 
Gateway Center, Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek. Call 933-7850 or visit 
www.mtdpc.org. 
Spring Basket Event Home 
Builders Association of Northern 
California Women’s Council will host 
their seventh annual Spring Basket 
Event from 5:30-8 p.m., Thursday, 
April 10, at The Bridges Golf Club, 
9000 South Gate Ridge Rd., San 
Ramon. Baskets filled with household 
supplies, personal care items and 
other themed gifts will be donated 
to Shepherd’s Gate. Tickets are $50 
for HBANC memebers; $75 for non-
members. Call 820-7626. 
Tassajara HIlls Foundation Online 
Auction Tassajara Hills Foundation 
will host an online auction from 
April 3-9 at http://tassajara.auctio-
nanything.com. Proceeds benefit 
Tassajara Hills Elementary School. 

Health
Colon Cancer: Curable if Caught 
Early John Muir Cancer Institute will 
present a free community lecture 
for men and women to raise aware-
ness about colon cancer from 6:30-8 
p.m., Monday, March 31, at John 
Muir Womenís Health Center, 1656 
N. California Blvd., Walnut Creek. 
Call 941-7900, option 3 or visit www.
johnmuirhealth.com. 
Life After Prostate Cancer 
Community Seminar Learn about 
issues related to life after prostate 
cancer, including incontinence 
and impotence, from 7:30-9 p.m., 
Tuesday, April 8, at San Ramon 
Regional Medical Center, south con-
ference room, south building, 7777 
Norris Canyon Rd. A urologist will 
discuss surgical and non-surgical 
treatments, and will answer questions 
about the disease, treatment and 
after care issues. This event is free. 
Call 275-8230 or visit www.sanra-
monmedctr.com. 
Spring Immunization Clinics for 
Children Free immunization clinics 
are open to all Tri-Valley families who 
are low income or uninsured from 
9-11:30 a.m., Saturday, April 5, at 
Axis Community Health Clinic, 4361 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. Parents 
should bring child’s immunization 
records and information about family 
income and medical insurance. Call 
462-1755. 

Kids and Teens
Job’s Daughters at the Sixth 
Annual CASA Community Faire 
Job’s Daughters will be at the sixth 
annual CASA Community Faire from 
6-8:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 2, 
at Iron Horse Middle School, San 
Ramon. Young girls ages 10 and older 
will enjoy dances, sleepovers, parties, 
social events, snow trips, ice skat-
ing, camping, traveling and other fun 
activities. Come get more information 
on membership. Call 829-8505. 
KidsReads 2008 Danville, Dougherty 
Station and San Ramon Libraries are 
participating in the second annual 
KidsReads by offering “Hoorary, a 
Pinata” by Elisa Kleven free to chil-
dren. To kick off this event, enjoy 
a Colibri Musical Event at 4 p.m., 
Tuesday, April 8, at the Danville 
Library, Children’s Reading Room, 400 
Front St. Call 837-4889. 
Mt. Diablo Junior Rangers Program 
The Junior Rangers Program is for 
children ages 7-12 years old held from 
1-4 p.m., Saturdays, May 3-June 7, 
at Mt. Diablo State Park. Learn about 
wildlife, plants and geology; hikes 
each week. Awards for each stage of 
completion. Cost is park admission. 
Advance registration required. Call 
362-8697 or visit www.mdia.org. 
Princeton Review SAT Strategy 
Session Princeton Review will host a 
SAT Strategy Session for high school 
students from 7-8:30 p.m., Thursday, 
April 10, at the Danville Library, 400 
Front St. This workshop is free, but 
registration is required by April 9; call 
837-4889. 
When Mom or Dad Has Cancer A 
program for families with school-age 
children when a parent has cancer. 
Each workshop has an activity-based 
group for children where they iden-
tify feelings and learn coping skills, 
a support group for teens, and a 
group for parents from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., Saturdays, at the Wellness 
Community, 3276 McNutt Ave., 
Walnut Creek. Call 933-0107. 
YMCA Activities The San Ramon 
Valley YMCA hosts a number of 
activities including Adventure Guides/
Princesses, Adventure Trailblazers, 
Youth Basketball, Youth Lacrosse and 
Youth Soccer for children of all ages. 
For information, call 831-1100 or visit 
www.mdrymca.org. 

Lectures/
Workshops
Infant Signing Jessica Salaam will 
host a workshop on infant signing 
from noon-1:30 p.m., Thursday, April 
10, at the Danville Library, 400 Front 
St. She will discuss the benefits of 
signing for parents and infants as 
well as demonstrate the signing tech-
niques. This workshop is free, but 
registration is required by April 9; call 
837-4889. 
Kayaking the World with Beth 
Rypins East Bay World Affairs Council 
will host Beth Rypins, a Whitewater 
World Champion, at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
April 10, at Lafayette Public Library, 
952 Morgan Rd. This event is free. 
Call (415) 293-4600 or visit www.itsy-
ourworld.org. 
Lebed Method: Focus on Healing 
This six-week series is fun, total body 
exercise set to music that will help you 
regain and maintain range of motion, 
relieve pain and reduce the risk of 
lymphedema from any kind of cancer. 
The workshop is from 9:30-10:30 
a.m., Thursdays, April 3-May 8, at the 
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt 
Ave., Walnut Creek. Call 933-0107. 
Life After Prostate Cancer San 
Ramon Regional Medical Center will 
host a seminar on “Life After Prostate 
Cancer” from 7:30-9 p.m., Tuesday, 
April 8, at San Ramon Regional 
Medical Center, south building, south 
conference room, 7777 Norris Canyon 
Rd. This event is free, but reserva-
tions are required by calling (800) 
284-2878. 
Managing Symptoms and Side 
Effects Learn what you can do to 
feel better during cancer treatment 

from 10 a.m.-noon, Saturday, March 
29, at the Wellness Community, 3276 
McNutt Ave., Walnut Creek. Learn 
ways to cope with the side effects of 
chemotherapy and radiation such as 
fatigue, nausea and other symptoms. 
Call 933-0107. 
Newly Diagnosed Breast Cancer 
Group This 12-week workshop is for 
women who have just been diagnosed 
and are either in treatment or start-
ing treatment from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
every Tuesday, April 1-July 15, at the 
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt 
Ave., Walnut Creek. This series will 
help them address the emotional and 
physical issues that surface after diag-
nosis. Call 933-0107. 
Resources that Support Families 
and Aging Parents Eldercare 
Services will host a workshop on the 
resources to fortify families’ knowledge, 
care and skills regarding aging parents 
from 7-8:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 8, at 
the Danville Library, 400 Front St. This 
workshop is free. Call 837-4889. 

Literary Events
CalShakes and Cahill at Rakestraw 
Join Jonathan Moscone, Ron 
Campbell, Nancy Carlin and histo-
rian Thomas Cahill from 6-9 p.m., 
Tuesday, April 1, at Rakestraw Books, 
409 Railroad Ave., Danville. Moscone 
will discuss the upcoming season, 
Campbell and Carlin will present a 
scene from “An Ideal Husband,” and 

Cahill will read from his new book, 
“Mysteries of the Middle Ages.” Cost 
is $15. Call 837-7337 or visit www.
rakestrawbooks.com. 
First Wednesday Program Friends 
of the Danville Library will host the 
First Wednesday Program featuring 
Art and Nature at the di Rosa Preserve 
in Napa at 1 p.m., Wednesday, April 
2, at the Danville Library, Mt. Diablo 
Room, 400 Front St. Kathleen Gaines, 
public relations manager for the di 
Rosa Preserve, will speak at this free 
event. Call 837-4889. 

Miscellaneous
Global Warming Contest Synergy 
Institute is hosting a bicycle contest 
for children that write a one page 
essay or discussing five reasons why 
the global warming scare is wrong. 
Entries should be received by April 20. 
Information is available by writing to 
the Synergy Institute, P.O. Box 561, 
San Ramon, CA 94583. 
Host Families Needed Host families 
in Danville are needed for exchange 
students that are coming from France 
April 11-23. Students are ages 14-18 
and are coming with their teachers 
who are responsible for the group. 
The group is properly insured in per-
sonal liability and health insurance. To 
volunteer, e-mail Martine Casusse at 
caussefly@wanadoo.fr. 
New Adoption Event Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue has a new adoption 

event from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., on the 
second, third and fourth Saturdays of 
every month, at Pet Food Express, 
609 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville. 
Call 803-7043 or visit www.tvar.org. 

On Stage
‘Sound of Music’ Charlotte Wood 
Middle School presents “The Sound 
of Music” at 7 p.m., Thursday-
Firday, April 10-11 and at 2:30 p.m., 
Saturday, April 12, at Charlotte Wood 
Middle School, 600 El Capitan Dr., 
Danville. Tickets are $7.50. Call 820-
3513 or e-mail megrossman@aol.com. 
‘Wigged Out!’ Hair on Stage pres-
ents “Wigged Out!” playing until June 
21, at Hair on Stage, 520 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd., Danville. The box office is 
open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-
Saturday. Call 855-SHOW (855-7469) 
or visit www.wiggedout.org. 

Political Notes
Blackhawk Republican Women 
Blackhawk Republican Women will 
host Evan Sayet, political satirist, who 
will speak on “Hating What’s Right: 
How Liberals End Up on the Wrong 
Side of Every Issue” from 5:30-7:30 
p.m., Thursday, April 3, at Blackhawk 
Country Club, 599 Blackhawk Club 
Dr., Danville. Cost is $20; reservations 
are due by noon on April 1. Call 820-
6452 or visit www.blackhawkrwf.com. 
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Board

115 Announcements

* DEADLINE *

The Pleasanton/Danville Weekly
Classifi ed Advertising

deadline is:

Tuesday 12 Noon
through the business offi ce

925-600-0840 x12

Tuesday 11:59 PM
through Fogster.com 

Avoid the last-minute rush -
Place your ad early! 

Considering Adoption? 
We match Birthmothers with Families 

nationwide. Living Expenses Paid. 
Toll Free 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 

Adoptions. 1-866-459-3369. (Cal-SCAN)

Pregnant? 
Consider Open Adoption? Loving 
California couples wish to par-

ent. Work with a licensed caring 
agency. Expenses paid. We can help, 
please call: 1-800-972-9225. www.
AdoptionConnection.org (Cal-SCAN)

Pregnant? 
Considering Adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 

Birthmothers with Families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 

Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions  
866-413-6293 (AAN CAN) 

A Perfect Place to Share....

Hacienda School Parent Info

120 Auctions
Foreclosed Home Auction  
Northern California Area. 1000+ Homes 
Must Be Sold! Free Catalog 1-800-470-
9403. www.USHomeAuction.com (Cal-
SCAN)

130 Classes & 
Instruction

DANVILLE BOOT  
CAMP FOR WOMEN 

DANVILLE BOOT CAMP FOR WOMEN.  
Strength, Speed, Endurance, Weight 

Loss Motivating,supportive! 
925-457-4587  

www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try something new for Spring!   
Call Bennetta Heaton  

(925) 820-1169  
~ located in Danville ~

LEARN TO SING & PERFORM ! 
Voice Studio of Cherie Michael 

Call 925-462-4419 
for further information and to reserve 

your weekly lessons.

Piano Lessons

Piano Lessons  
Call Courtney (925)600-1573

135 Group Activities
Danville Job's Daughters

Scrapbooking Group in Dublin are

155 Pets
Hananese Puppies, 6 weeks - 900

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

$500 Police Impounds 
Hondas, Chevys, Jeeps, Fords and 
more! Cars/Trucks from $500! For  
listings call 1-800-706-1759 X6443 

(AAN CAN) 
Cars From $500 

Hondas, Trucks, SUVs and more! For 
Listings 1-800-706-1785 ext. 6815 

(AAN CAN) 
Donate Vehicle  
running or not accepted! Free Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Noahs Arc - Support No 
Kill Shelters, Animal Rights, Research to 
Advance Veterinary Treatments, Cures. 
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research & 

Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-

0615. (Cal-SCAN)
BMW 1998 328i - $6,900.00
Fleetwood RV 1984 Jamboree - $6,000
Pace Arrow 1989 Motor Home - 
$13,000 OB

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

Danville, 200 Alicante Place, 
March 29, 8am-Noon 

DANVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD  
GARAGE SALE: 

Saturday, March 29th from  
8am-12noon 

 
Multi-family garage sale tour will 

include live music, coffee, and muf-
fins at the first home located at 200 
Alicante Place in Danville, and there 
will be a tour of garage sale homes 
from that location with appliances, 
furniture, kids toys, clothes, books, 

sports stuff and so much more! 
Come get your map, coffee and visit 

this fun event!

Danville, 747 Contada Circle, Sat. March 
29 8 AM-1PM
Pleasanton , Deer Creek Ct., April 
6,2008 9am
Pleasanton, 3605 Chelsea Ct., 
Saturday, March 29 7-2  
Multiple Family Garage Sale - Household 
items, toys, Pottery Barn baby bedding. 
Pleasanton, 4694 Sutter Gate Ave, 
March 29 7-12pm
Pleasanton, 5254 Ridgevale Way, March 
29, 8 am to 1 pm

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
1940’s Oak Phone Booth - $1250.00
Precious Moments 1979-2000

230 Freebies
FREE Jacuzzi Hot Tub - FREE

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Beige leather loveseat and chair - $325
DisneyBrother Embroidery Machine - 
$499
Kenmore washer/dryer set - $150
Pride Lift Chair XL - $800
Sewing Machine,Viking Designer 2 - 
$1,950
Sumphonic Color 13” TV-VHS combo 
- $15
Viking 400 sewing machine - $699

245 Miscellaneous
Sawmills  
From only $2,990 - Convert your Logs To 
Valuable Lumber with your own Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log skidders 
also available. www.NorwoodSawMills.
com/300N -FREE Information: 1-800-
578-1363 - x300-N. (Cal-SCAN)
Craftsman table saw - $75 obo

CURIO CABINET & CROCK POT 
Curio cabinet - small oak w/wall mirror, 

$80. Crock pot - lrg, programable,  
like new, $40. 

925-837-2870
Happy Chocolates - $2.00
Jazzy Power Chair XL - $2,000
Marketing / Business Contracts - 
$24.95
Non-stick stove top grill - $25
Swim Tube Trainer and more - $7
The training potty - $8

250 Musical 
Instruments
Yamaha electronic keyboard - $160

Kid’s
Stuff

345 Tutoring/
Lessons

High School Math Tutor 
High school math tutoring, also SAT 
I, ACT, and SAT Subject Matter Math 

II exam. One-on-one only. Former 
teacher, California credential. 

925-462-3807

Tutoring in Math & Chemistry  
Retired scientist now enjoying tutoring 
students of all ages in math/algebra/
geometry/trig and science/chemistry 
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

Mind
& Body

420 Healing/
Bodywork

The Feldenkrais Method 
Are you looking for an effective type of 
natural pain relief. Do you suffer from 
occasional or chronic pain? Have you 
tried different treatments, and are you 

looking for greater success? I have 
been working with people in pain for 
18 years. I have a private practice in 
Walnut Creek. I have had a lot of suc-
cesses with a variety of conditions. 

Give me a call. Let’s talk. 
510-638-3346 http://www.

SensibleMovement.com

445 Music Classes
Piano Lessons For All Ages 

Professional piano teacher accepts 
new students of all ages. Beginners 

to advanced. Call Marzena Jones 
925-209-8338 

Let’s discover the joy of music!

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

REAL ESTATE AGENTS / 
MORTGAGE BROKERS 

Licensed Full/PT. Ambitious, motivated 
originator and/or management for our 

Danville or Concord office.  
925-285-1801

SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - 
DANVILLE WEEKLY  
The Danville Weekly is seeking a 
Sales Account Executive to join 
our growing team. This position 
is responsible for driving revenue 
growth in our print and online edi-
tions by proactively prospecting and 
qualifying potential new advertising 
accounts; handling incoming leads 
for designated territory or cat-
egory; and meeting revenue targets.  
We are looking for an Account 
Executive with a proven sales 
record, excellent organization and 
communication skills and a strong 
ability to build and foster client rela-
tionships. The successful candidate 
will be able to develop strategic 
creative briefs, marketing plans 
and proposals and comfortable 
making cold calls and prospecting. 
The Weekly is a division of 
Embarcadero Publishing Inc., a 
dynamic organization with a 27-year 
history of a commitment to high 
quality journalism. Compensation 
includes a base salary plus com-
mission on all sales from the first 
dollar with no cap, medical and dental 
benefits, paid vacation and 401(k).  
Send a cover letter and resume 
to Mary Hantos, Sales Manager, 
m h a n t o s @ d a n v i l l e w e e k l y .
com, or fax to 925-837-2278. 

550 Business 
Opportunities
$700-$800K Free Cash Grants  
Programs - 2008!, Personal bills, 
School, Business/Housing. Approx. $49 
billion unclaimed 2007! Almost Everyone 
Qualifies! Live Operators 1-800-592-
0362 Ext. 235. (AAN CAN) 
All Cash Candy Route  
30 Machines and Candy. All for $9,995. 
Be your own Boss. MultiVend LLC, 880 
Grand Blvd., Deer Park, NY. 1-888-625-
2405. (Cal-SCAN) 
America’s Favorite Coffee  
Dist. Guaranteed Accounts. Multi Billion 
$ Industry. Unlimited Profit Potential. 
Free Info. 24/7 1-800-729-4212. (Cal-
SCAN)
Mystery Shoppers  
Get paid to shop! Retail/Dining estab-
lishments need undercover clients to 
judge quality/customer service. Earn 
up to $70 a day. Call 800-901-9370 
(AAN CAN) 

560 Employment 
Information
CDL Drivers  
Looking for CDL Drivers with 5+ years 
of Experience. Your weekly pay is based 
on a rising scale of .36 -.41 per mile. 
McKELVEY 1-800-410-6255. (Cal-SCAN)

Cool Travel Job!! 
One Month paid Training! $500 Sign on 
Bonus. Must be free to travel & Start 
Today. 1-800-735-7409. (AAN CAN) 

Data Entry Processors 
Needed! Earn $3,500-$5,000 Weekly 

Working from Home! Guaranteed  
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary! 

Positions Available Today! Register 
Online Now!  

http://www.BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN) 
Driver - $5K Sign on Bonus  
for Experienced Teams: Dry Van and 
Temp Control available. O/Os and CDL-A 
Grads welcome. Call Covenant 1-866-
684-2519 EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Driver - CDL Training 
$0 down, financing by Central 

Refrigerated. Drive for Central, earn up 
to $40k+ 1st year! 1-800-587-0029 
x4779. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 

(Cal-SCAN) 
Drivers - ASAP!  
Sign-On Bonus. 35-42 cpm. Earn over 
$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits. 
Need CDL-A and 3 months recent OTR 
required. 1-800-635-8669. (Cal-SCAN)
Drivers - Regional Runs  
Van and Flatbed. Ask about qualifying for 
5 raises in a year! No exp? CDL Training 
available. Tuition reimbursement. 877-
232-2386 www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com 
(Cal-SCAN)
Earn Extra Income  
assembling CD cases from Home. Start 
Immediately. No Experience Necessary. 
1-800-405-7619 ext. 150 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)  

Electrical/Electronics  
Trainees. No experience required. H. S. 
diploma grads, ages 17-34. Good salary 
& benefits. Paid relocation expenses. 
For interview, call 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-
SCAN)

Home Refund Jobs 
Earn $3,500-$5000 Weekly Processing 
Company Refunds Online! Guaranteed 
Paychecks! No Experience Needed! 
Positions Available Today! Register 

Online Now! http://www.RebateWork.
com (AAN CAN) 

Media Make-up Artists 
Earn up to $500/day for television, CD/
videos, film, fashion. One week course 
in Los Angeles while building portfolio. 
Brochure 310-364-0665 http://www.

MediaMakeupArtists.com  
(AAN CAN) 

Outdoor Youth Counselor 
Do you love the outdoors and helping 

troubled teens? Immediate  
openings at Eckerd outdoor therapeutic 

programs in NC, TN, GA, FL, VT, NH 
and RI. Year-round residential position, 
free room & board, competitive salary, 
benefits. Info and apply online: www.
eckerdyouth.org. Or fax resume to 
Career Advisor/AN, 727-442-5911. 

EOE/DFWP (AAN CAN) 

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

Danville  Weekly

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM
PLACE 
AN AD
  ONLINE
fogster.com

  E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
(925) 600-0840

Fogster.com is a unique 
Web site offering FREE 
postings from communities 
throughout the Bay Area 
and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the 
Pleasanton/Danville Weekly.
Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. Most 
listings are free print ad 
in our Peninsula news-
papers with the option 
of photos and additional 
lines. Exempt are Business 
Services and Employment 
ads, which include a web 
listing charge. Home ser-
vices and Mind & Body 
Services, require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.
So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 35,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
Web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!

 INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 

100-155
  FOR SALE 
 
200-270

  KIDS STUFF 
 
330-355
JOBS 
510-585 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-690
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
801-860

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors. 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance 
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing 
Co. reserves the right to refuse, edit or 
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion 
without prior notice.

Marketplace fogster.com
THE TRI-VALLEY’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads going to over 80,000 readers!

Danville  Weekly

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information
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Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating
Healthy and
Special Needs

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

– Serving Pleasanton / Livermore Only –



No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

Post Office Now Hiring 
Average pay $20/hr or $57K/yr 
includes Federal Benefits and OT.  

Offered by Exam Services, not affiliated 
w/ USPS who hires. 1-866-616-7019. 

(AAN CAN) 

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS? 
Over 18 years experience in all 

aspects of bookkeeping. 
No job too big or too small! 

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

604 Adult Care 
Offered
ELDERLY CAREGIVER  
Live In / Out. Light housekeeping, meal 
preparation, errands & personal care. 
Call Kristi (925) 216-8718

605 Antiques & Art 
Restoration

“A Labor of Love”

Antique Furniture
Restoration & 

Repair
925-462-0383
Impeccable Quality &

Integrity of Workmanship

615 Computers

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

2007 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

y

FAST-TEKS ON-SITE
COMPUTER SERVICE

925-875-1911

www.local.fastteks.com/trivalley

We u

624 Financial
Behind on Your Mortgage 

Payments? National Foreclosure 
Counseling Services can stop  

foreclosure and save your home. 
No Credit or Equity needed. Free 

Consultation. Call 1-800-824-4459 
Ext. 231  

(AAN CAN) 
Consolidate Bills 

Good/Bad Credit Welcome. $2,500 - 
$200,000. No application fees. Save 

Money Now! SOLUTIONS FOR ALL 
YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS.  
1-866-931-BILL (2455).  

http://www.PaylessSolutions.com  
(AAN CAN) 

Credit Repair! 
Erase bad credit legally. Money back 
warranty, FREE consultation and infor-
mation: 1-866-410-7676 http://www.

nationalcreditbuilders.com  
(AAN CAN) 

Real Estate Sales 
Real Estate Sales Professionals and 
Mortgage Brokers.... Looking for a 
“WAY OUT”? Something that’s going 

UP in a “down market”? STOP looking, 
click here www.OnceInALifetime.us 

(Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Low Income Auto Insurance  
Save 40% or More with State of 
California’s Low Cost Auto Insurance for 
Qualified Low Income Households. (866) 
673-2460. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

Advertise! 
Newspaper advertising works! Reach 

6 million Californians! 240 newspapers 
statewide. $550 for a 25-word clas-
sified ad. Call (916) 288-6019 eliza-
beth@cnpa.com www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN) 
Display Advertising! 

Reach over 3 million Californians in 140 
community newspapers. Cost $1,800 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad (Super value 
that works out to about $12.86 per 

newspaper). Call (916) 288-6019 eliza-
beth@cnpa.com www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(Cal-SCAN)
News or Press Release Service  
The California Press Release Service 
is the only service with 500 cur-
rent daily, weekly and college 
newspaper contacts in California. 
Questions call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com (Cal-
SCAN)

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training

House Calls Pet Sit/Dog Walk 
Winter Get-Away 

Don’t leave your pet(s) out in the cold! 
Ski Worry Free knowing your pets and 

home are in good hands. 
housecalls4pet.com 

(925)328-0500

695 Tours & Travel
Cheap Vacations to Disneyland 

San Diego, and more! Save up to 50% 
by calling 1-866-FUN-TRIP (386-8747) 
or visiting www.GetAwayToday.com 

(Cal-SCAN) 

Home
Services

703 Architecture/
Design

www.MadsonDesign.com 
Artful & budget-conscious residential 

design. (415) 334-2291

705 Concrete
DANVILLE CONCRETE 

Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall.  

Any concrete finishing 
(925) 736-8042

710 Carpentry
BAY AREA

Cabinets & Millwork

209-551-8306 or 408-691-0364 (c)

715 Cleaning 
Services

#1 For Homes, Apts & Offices 
SARA’S CLEANING SERVICE 

~ Professional & Affordable ~ 
Free Est/Supplies/Lic#071380 

$25 off 1st & 2nd cleaning 
Call (925) 339-2193

A+/ ISABEL’S HOUSECLEANING 
Local business since 1980 
Residential is our specialty 

925-846-9603
Affordable Housecleaning Service 

in Your Neighborhood 
Refs avail. 20 yrs. exp. Reliable.  

925-249-0399
ANDERSON CLEANING 

Reasonable Rates 
925-209-7962

COMPLETE CLEANING SERVICES 
Professional cleaning to your request! 

Reliable, affordable, efficient,  
trustworthy. 

~ 18 Yrs Experience ~ 
Call Kristi (925) 216-8718

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE 
Res/Com - 10 Yrs Local Exp 

Move In/Out, Weekly, Bi-weekly  
Licensed - Insured - Bonded  

925-339-6411 or 640-3845

SQUEEGEE 
BROS.

925-846-8127

Window Cleaning

30% OFF 
REGULAR PRICE

(Reg price $7 per pane)

New and Existing Customers
*Must book before May 1*

719 Remodeling/
Additions

Additions/Remodeling
Plumbing/Electrical

30+ year Tri-Valley resident

(925) 989.3809

www.HeierConstruction.com

CA LIC#837402

RH Construction 
& Landscape 

(925) 719-9045

General Building Contractor
Full Service Landscaping

Free Estimates                    CA Lic# 880327

726 Decor & Drapery
CHANGING SPACES 

by Jill Denton 
Interior Redesign, Staging, 

Design & Color Consultations. 
www.jilldenton.com 
(925) 998-7747 

737 Fences & Gates

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

COMPLETE YARD MAINTENANCE 
& LANDSCAPING 

Tree Service & Clean-Up 
Good References Available 

Reasonable Rates/Free Estimates 
Serving No. Calif. since 1984 

925-768-4528
VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING 

Cement, Brickwork, Sod & 
Sprinkler Install, Fence/Deck Repair, 

Waterfalls, Fountains 
Driveways start at $8 sq ft 
925-285-3891 lic/bond 

www.valleygreenlandscaping.com

WISTERIA GARDEN DESIGN 
is a quality design Co. serving CCC 

for 16 yrs. We provide Custom 
Landscape Designs, Planting Plans 

& Hrly Consultations. CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT 925-935-3105  

751 General 
Contracting

LR BUILDERS 
Experienced 18+ years licensed 

contractor offering fee estimates & 
consulting for your projects small or 

large in the Tri-Valley area.  
*Kitchen & Bath Remodels 

*Maintenance/Repairs  
*Additions *Window & Door 

Replacement *Tile Installation 
*Decks *Trellises, Arbors, Gazebos 

*Fences and Repairs *Retaining 
Walls *Tenant Improvements * 

Excellent references. Call Luis at 
925-484-4198. www.builtbylrbuild-
ers.com. Fully bonded and insured. 

#782990

757 Handyman/
Repairs

COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS 
Income Property Repair / Maintenance, 

Electrical Repairs, All Lighting 
Installations, Complete Carpentry, 
Decks, Fences, Drywall Repair and 

Texturing.  
Jon 510-733-5582

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE 

Yard & Garage Clean-Up, Dump Runs, 
Appl & Furn Removal, Tree & Shrub 

Trim and Removal 
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free Est 

925-899-5655 

761 Masonry 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper 

#1 JOE’S PAINTING & 
HANDYMAN 

Free Est / Reasonable Prices 
No Job Too Small! 

925-200-7333 lic# 624542

BRITANNIA PAINTING

925-361-7239

Interi Exterior
Cabinets, Kitchens & Bath

FREE ESTIMATES / GREAT REFERENCES!

Satisfaction Guaranteed         Lic #546713

DECORATIVE PAINT SOLUTIONS  
Visit www.tracyboyko.com  
Free Estimates (415) 516-1480

SCOTT’S PAINTING 
Residential - Interior/Exterior 

Competitive Rates 
Over 20yrs in Pleasanton 

Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured 
Call Scott 925-918-1874 

792 Pool Services
AAA Pool Service and Repair Inc 

Efficient, Reliable & Courteous 
925-352-9873

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - 
$719.00/$1250.00 mon

803 Duplex
Dublin, 2 BR/1.5 BA - $1450

805 Homes for Rent
Dublin, 3 BR/2 BA - $2195
Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2,900
East Dublin, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2900/
mont
Pleasanton, 2 BR/2.5 BA - $1800.00 /

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Roommates.com  
All areas. Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. Find your 
roommate with a click of the mouse! 
Visit: www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)  

Danville, 1 BR/1 BA - $625
Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA  
Female with furnished apartment,share 
2 bdrm 1 bath. AVAILABLE ROOM IS 
UNFURNISHED. No pets or smoking 
allowed. Deposit required.

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - 600

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Manufactured Homes  
New. Now Wholesale prices direct to 
the public. Save thousands Guaranteed. 
Free information Packet. Tollfree 1-866-
467-8811 /para espanol marque ext. 
seiscientos cuatro. (Cal-SCAN)

BLACKHAWK $970,000  
3 bed/3 ba, library, skylights, fireplace, 
den, pool, spa, atrium. Apprx 2000 sf. 
Walk to country club. Tassajara Valley 
Realty 925-736-3500

Danville, 3 BR/2 BA - $775000

Danville, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $1069000

Dublin, 3 BR/2 BA - $589,999

Dublin, 3 BR/3.5 BA - $749000

Dublin, 3 BR/3.5 BA - $749000

FORECLOSURES  
Short sales & lender-owned properties. 
The interest & properties at all time low. 
Many to choose from. Tassajara Valley 
Realty 925-736-3500 

Livermore, 3 BR/2 BA - $439,950

Pleasanton (gothouse.com), 3 BR/2 BA 
- $0

Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA - $820,000.

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
BEAUTIFUL Northstar Village  
FOR RENT: New condo centrally located 
in new Northstar Village, 2 bed, 2 bath, 
beautifully appointed, fully furnished, ski 
in/ski out thru gondola. For more info 
and pictures, please view our website 
at www.bighornnorthstar.com; sbj@sbj-
law.com

CABIN RENTAL 
Pinecrest cabin by lake. Lrg deck, 

sleeps 11. $1000 per wk. 
Call 925-837-2870

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
Arizona Land Bargain  
36 Acres - $29,900. Beautiful moun-
tain property in Arizona’s Wine Country. 
Price reduced in buyers market. Won’t 
last! Good access and views. Eureka 
Springs Ranch offered by AZLR. ADWR 
report and financing available. 1-877-
301-5263. (Cal-SCAN) 

Arizona Land Rush  
New! 1 or 2-1/2 “Football Field” 
Sized Lots! $0 Down. $0 Interest. 
$159-$208 per month! Money Back 
Guarantee! 1-888-610-4996 or www.
SunSitesLandRush.com (Cal-SCAN) 

Homes for $30,000 
Buy foreclosures! Must sell now! 1-4 

bedrooms. For listings, call  
1-800-903-7136. (AAN CAN) 

Invest in Montana Land  
for the future 20 AC with BLM Hunting 
Land - $39,900 34 AC Timber Ridges & 
Mtn. Views - $99,900 40 AC with BLM 
Horse Trails - $49,900 Year round road 
and new utilities. Surveyed, approved 
and insured. Beautiful views, sunsets, 
tons of elk. State land and BLM access. 
Miles of hiking, riding, and hunting from 
your back door! Discount pricing & seller 
terms until April 15th. Call 888-361-
3006 or visit www.WesternSkiesLand.
com (Cal-SCAN)
Nevada - 5 Acres  
Priced for quick sale - $24,900. Beautiful 
building site with electric & county main-
tained roads. 360 degree views. Great 
recreational opportunities. Financing 
available. Call now! 1-877-349-0822. 
(Cal-SCAN)
New Mexico Sacrifice  
140 acres was $149,900, Now Only 
$69,900. Amazing 6000 ft. elevation. 
Incredible mountain views. Mature tree 
cover. Power & year round roads. 
Excellent financing. Priced for quick 
sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-9760. 
(Cal-SCAN) 
New to Market  
New Mexico Ranch Dispersal 140 acres 
- $89,900. River Access. Northern New 
Mexico. Cool 6,500’ elevation with stun-
ning views. Great tree cover including 
Ponderosa, rolling grassland and rock 
outcroppings. Abundant wildlife, great 
hunting. EZ terms. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-
866-360-5263. (Cal-SCAN)
Newly Released Acreage  
Utah Ranch Dispersal. 40 AC only 
$29,900. Dramatic views of Uinta 
Mountains. Great recreational area. 
Close to conveniences. Offered by moti-
vated seller. Limited available. EZ Terms. 
Call UTLR 1-888-693-5263. (Cal-SCAN)
Southern Colorado Ranch  
Sale 35 Acres- $29,900. Spectacular 
Rocky Mountain Views Year round 
access, elec/tele included. Excellent 
Financing available w/low down pay-
ment. Call Red Creek Land Co. Today! 
1-866-696-5263 x3469. (Cal-SCAN

855 Real Estate 
Services
Foreclosures Available  
HUD, Bank Repos and Much More! 1-3 
Bedrooms available. Fee for Listings. 
Call 1-800-749-7901 x5717. (Cal-SCAN)
FREE Real Estate Reports  
www.getfreereal-estatereports.com

THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Wanting to be your Shadow
Meet Shadow. This friendly, 6-1/2-year-old, spayed 

female Shepherd mix would like nothing better than to 
become your shadow. Shadow is easy-going and she 
loves to go for walks. She has beautiful brown eyes and 
a happy smile. Shadow loves treats and she’ll sit very 
nicely if you offer her one. Shadow’s previous owner 
moved away so Shadow is looking for a new home where 
she will get loving attention. Shadow was apparently kept 
outside before, but we bet she would prefer to follow you 
indoors. You know how those shadows are—they follow 
you everywhere! For more information about Shadow, 
visit her at the Tri-Valley SPCA, 4651 Gleason Drive in 
Dublin, open Wednesday through Thursday from 1 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Friday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Call 479-9670. 

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH

P E T  O F  T H E  W E E K
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FIREPLACE FACE-LIFT

All Types of Masonry
Brick Block Stone Concrete

Small job expert Lic. B775495

Call John Pensanti 518-6769

Four Generations Handed Down
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  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Alamo
Total sales reported: 3
Lowest sale reported: 
$760,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,940,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,416,667

Danville
Total sales reported: 11
Lowest sale reported: 
$319,000

Highest sale reported: 
$1,840,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,183,909

Diablo
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sale reported: 
$2,450,000
Highest sale reported: 
$2,450,000
Average sales reported: 
$2,450,000

Walnut Creek
Total sales reported: 12

Lowest sale reported: 

$175,000

Highest sale reported: 

$1,025,000

Average sales reported: 

$598,542

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during February 2008

ALAMO 
4 Bedrooms

1490 Pine Tree Dr. $1,375,000
Sun 1-4 ReMax 915-1100

BLACKHAWK
4 Bedrooms

44 Tennis Club Dr. $1,199,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 200-7200

DANVILLE
3 Bedrooms

3659 Deer Trail Dr. $1,349,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883
421 Garden Creek Pl. $490,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883
1948 St. George Rd. $742,950
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883
253 Promenade Ln. $769,950
Sun 1:30-4:30 Intero 831-2929

4 Bedrooms
18 Rio Del Ct. $1,074,950
Sun 1-4 Pacific Union 997-3966
842 Matadera Cir. $1,099,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-2508
134 Santa Clara Dr. $1,125,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 785-4959
410 Bridgeside Cir. $699,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

5 Bedrooms
308 Sunset Dr. $1,199,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883
104 Parkhaven Dr. $1,200,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

SAN RAMON
3 Bedrooms

2601 Fountainhead Dr. $425,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3800
331 La Paz Ct. $519,950
Sun 1-4 Pacific Union 997-3966
2238 S. Donovan Wy. $659,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

4 Bedrooms
8024 Briar Oaks Dr. $839,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential Ca 734-5000
9693 Thunderbird Dr. $849,950
Sun 1-4 Empire 217-3108

PLEASANTON
2 Bedrooms

2185-3 Arroyo Ct. $328,000
Sat 11-2 Keller Williams 924-0444
3937 Vine St. $482,500
Sat 12-4 
Remax Accord-Rebecca Bruner 577-8802
2163 Goldcrest  $570,000
Sun 1-4 
Remax Accord-Rebecca Bruner 577-8802
2341 Oakland Ave. $617,900
Sun 1-4 ReMax / Accord 997-8001

5128 Rappolla Ct. $649,950
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 337-2989

3 Bedrooms
343 Amador Ct. $490,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3800
4064 Silver St. $669,000
Sun 1-4 ReMax/Accord Jeff Clyma 918-3395
4844 Funston Gate Ct. $875,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

4 Bedrooms
2226 Kamp Ct. $1,170,000
Sat 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 398-6706
844 Division St. $1,195,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Investment RE 963-0569
7828 Meadow Brook Ct. $1,250,000
Sat/Sun 12-4 Re/Max 200-6916
3107 East Ruby Hill Dr. $2,599,000
Sun 1-4 Colleen McKean - Re/Max 847-8880
6227 Gibson Ct. $620,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 463-0436
4630 Herrin Wy. $717,750
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 463-0436
1809 Paseo Del Cajon $750,000
Sat/Sun 1-4  
Keller Williams - Lydonna Walker 997-8267
3645 Dunsmuir Cir. $889,000
Sun 1:30-4 Alain Pinel 998-9747

5 Bedrooms
205 Heritage Ln. $1,595,000
Sun 1-4 
Henderson Properties-Judy Winter 699-7900
7914 Paragon Cir. $1,899,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 846-6500

DUBLIN
3 Bedrooms

6943 Darian Ct. $589,000
Sun 1-4 Colleen McKean - Re/Max 847-8880
5781 Hillbrook Pl. $749,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams 260-8883

4 Bedrooms
7795 Bloomfield Ter. $1,299,999
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 963-8800

LIVERMORE
3 Bedrooms

1135 Aberdeen  $405,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 426-3882
356 Rincon Ave. $565,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 487-1427
943 Waverly Cmn. $575,000
Sun 1-4 
Hometown GMAC - Sherry Faux 980-3938
2447 Marbury Rd. $689,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 200-2457
2552 Regent Rd. $749,950
Sat 1-4 Prudential Ca 734-5000

4 Bedrooms
575 Brookfield Dr. $609,000
Sun 1-4 Hometown GMAC 455-7020

5 Bedrooms
838 Hazel St. $629,000
Sun 1-4 Re/Max Accord 577-2600

O P E N  H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D

Blackhawk Real Estate 
sales during 2007 
showed continuing but 

somewhat moderating rates of 
decline. Unit sales of single 
family detached homes actual-
ly increased, while condo sales 
and land sales were relatively 
unchanged.
 Compared to other parts of the East Bay, 
single family detached homes in Blackhawk 
fared pretty relatively well last year. Unit sales 
were UP about 6 percent from the 84 reported 
sales in 2006 to 89 in 2007 hinting faintly, 
perhaps, that the bottom has been reached. 
Average unit sales for the past five years is 
127 homes, so Blackhawk home sales are 
down 30 percent from their five-year average 
and 51 percent below 2004, the five-year high, 
during which 180 Blackhawk homes sold. 
 The price story is not quite so positive. 
Average price paid for a single family home in 
Blackhawk during 2006 was $1,639,998 while 
the average price paid in 2007 was $1,569,439 
for a notable (4.4 percent) price decline. Median 
price also dropped by nearly the same margin 
(4.2 percent) from $1,460,000 to $1,400,000 
during the same time period. In 2006 the high-
est price paid for a home was $3,498,000 while 
in 2007 the highest reported sales price was 
$3,500,000. The lowest price paid for a single 
family home in 2007 was $865,000, somewhat 
less (4 percent) than the $900,000 low price 
for 2006. Average price paid per square foot 
declined from $451 to $440 from ’06 to ’07, for 
a slight (2.5 percent) decline, and this change 
reflects an ever so slight decrease over the $442 
per square foot price paid in 2005. This may 
be the most compelling argument for calling a 
market bottom in the Blackhawk market.
 Blackhawk has a very small market for 
duets, condos and town homes, so there isn’t 
a large quantity of data to review. A total of 
five units sold in 2007, down from seven in 
2006. This represents a 29 percent drop in unit 
sales from the previous year which is, interest-
ingly enough, only one unit sale less than in 
2005 when a total of six units sold. Since the 
three-year market average stands at six sales 
per year, this may indicate that the bottom is at 
hand. Average sold price in 2007 was $799,000 
compared to an $862,000 average in 2006, for 
a significant 7 percent decline in price. That 
sales price declined far less sharply than unit 
sales may be a subtle indication that this bat-

tered market sector is settling 
gently upon the bottom. Food 
for thought: The 2007 Danville 
multi unit average sold price 
was $589,951 compared to 
$799,000 for Blackhawk. That 
is a significant (35 percent) 
average price differential. To 

the extent that Blackhawk multi unit properties 
compete with Danville multi unit properties, 
an over abundance of competing properties 
in Danville may serve to drag the Blackhawk 
prices down further still. 
 Beneath it all there is the land, so let’s take a 
look at undeveloped land sales in Blackhawk. A 
total of two parcels sold in 2006 at an average 
price of $1,295,000. In 2007, two parcels also 
sold but at a notably higher average price of 
$1,693,750. At first glance this appears to be a 
most encouraging sign; however, two sales don’t 
provide adequate data to formulate a strong 
opinion. A more, but not perfect, apples-to-
apples comparison of the square foot land price 
shows a much less rosy picture as average price 
paid per square foot in 2006 was $74, while land 
sold in 2007 fetched a mere $60 per square foot 
or 9 percent less than a year ago.
 The most compelling argument that can be 
made from a review of the 2007 Blackhawk 
data is that single family home sales are up 
slightly from the previous year and prices are 
not dropping like a rock. That said, little in the 
data suggests that prices in the near term will 
turn around and move briskly upward. In pre-
vious columns we have noted that the Danville 
and Alamo markets appear to be at the bottom 
or on a slight upswing. Why a similar pic-
ture cannot be seen in the Blackhawk Market 
Review remains a mystery. Location may per-
haps play a role or possibly the community’s 
nearness to vast quantities of new construction 
may be responsible for the difference. At any 
rate, Blackhawk is a market we will continue 
to watch throughout the year.

Data presented in this column is based in 
whole or in part on data supplied by the Contra 

Costa and Alameda Multiple Listing Service 
and other quoted sources. Joe and Nancy 

Combs, Remax and the MLS Service do not 
guarantee the accuracy of this information. 

To receive a copy of the annual Blackhawk 
Market Review, send an e-mail to joecombs@

thecombsteam.com with Blackhawk 
Market Review in the subject line. 

Or call 989-6086 to arrange delivery.

Blackhawk 2007 Year in Review 
Homes 
Today
B Y  J O E  C O M B S

Alamo
17 Cumorah Lane L. Ramon 
to R. Covi for $1,550,000
989 Danville Boulevard 
E. & K. Miller to B. Fosi for 
$760,000
2399 Ironwood Place Beedle 
Trust to S. & C. Allington for 
$1,940,000

Danville
1151 Blue Spur Circle Shapell 
Homes to T. & M. Gort for 
$1,225,000
115 Bridgeside Circle 
Mathews Trust to Schneider 
Trust for $610,000
26 Cambridge Court M. & 
S. Ahern to Johnson Trust for 
$1,662,500
58 Deer Meadow Lane 
Macmahon Trust to J. & M. 
Serino for $1,080,000
3030 East Griffon Street 
Shapell Industries to F. Habib 
for $1,025,500
743 El Pintado Road Egbert 
Trust to LTJ1 Limited for 

$1,120,000
39 Green Gables Court 
Paragon Relocation to 
Christensen Trust for 
$1,830,000
11 Hunters Terrace J. & G. 
Hastings to Stedman Trust for 
$1,840,000
394 Ilo Lane #105 CitiBank to 
D. Tara for $319,000
3149 Martingale Street 
Ponderosa Homes to L. Seever 
for $1,121,000
4012 Sugar Maple Drive 
GMAC Global Relocation to M. 
& S. Ahern for $1,190,000

Diablo
1655 Calle Arroyo Schmidt 
Trust to K. & A. Engberg for 
$2,450,000.00

Walnut Creek
1724 Carriage Drive Frank 
Trust to J. & S. Yee for 
$580,000
1732 Countrywood Court 
Mckinney Trust to Kelso Trust 
for $425,000

1949 Highridge Court H. 
McArthur to R. Christoi for 
$750,000
36 Howard Court J. Cantwell 
to J. & E. Wagner for $687,500
50 Kevin Court Babin Trust to 
T. Broome for $1,025,000
1266 Oakshire Court US 
Bank to Y. & E. Manevich for 
$650,000
1621 Ptarmigan Drive #6B 
Goins Trust to J. Summers for 
$175,000
2603 Saklan Indian Drive #4 
B. Canepa to Moeller Trust for 
$675,000
2705 Saklan Indian Drive #5 
Eidex Trust to Phillips Trust for 
$332,000
2705 Saklan Indian Drive #8 
Saylor-Coons Trust to Noble 
Trust for $598,000
1752 Stanley Dollar Drive 
#1B Lichty Trust to C. & L. 
Denarvaez for $500,000
1988 Suenen Court J. & M. 
Dowd to H. Cao for $785,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource
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This country estate is known as one of the most beautiful and protected properties 
in the foothills of Mt. Diablo State Park. Custom built home by Aspenwood Homes 
in 2000. Located on 25 acres with panoramic views and direct private access 
to Mt. Diablo State Park Trails. The access to Mt. Diablo from this property is 
superior to all others. Once you leave the property through your private access, 
you can ride in four different directions. Trail riding on Mt. Diablo is a magnificent 
experience with the variety of trails, the diversity of terrain and the incredible 
scenic vistas. The property has a large site ideal for barn and arena. The home 
has 4 bedrooms, 6 1/2 baths, 5 car garage, 1,000 sq. ft. bonus room/au pair 
setup with full bath and kitchenette. Huge formal dining room and living room with 
wet bar. Spacious great room/family room. Beautiful wrap around porch with 360 
degree views from every room. Master bedroom with spacious sitting area, large 
open closet with custom built-ins with beautiful bathroom. Huge laundry room 
with bath and island. Gorgeous landscaped backyard 
with pool and spa. Great school district. You won’t find a 
more special property than this. 
Call Joan Marx 925-683-7696 for an appointment.

134 SANTA CLARA DRIVE, DANVILLE
This updated and expanded 4 bedroom home features over 3,200 SF of

living space on a flat 1/3+ acre lot. Granite kitchen, hardwood floors,
vaulted ceilings with recessed lighting lend a feeling of elegance. A fabulous

outdoor living space with large patio, grassy area, sports court and pool
make it irresistible for entertaining and relaxing. Just minutes from the Iron

Horse Trail, I-680 and all that Downtown Danville has to offer. No Homeowner’s
Dues, top rated schools and community amenities nearby, this home has it all! 

Offered at $ 1,125,000

OPEN S
UNDAY

 1
-4

COM
IN

G S
OON

Cindy Foreman
Keller Williams Realty

925-785-4959

www.CindyForeman.com

Marx-Andrews
Keller Williams Realty

Joan Marx 925-683-7696

MaryAnn 925-963-1938

Joan@JoanMarx.com

Read Joe and Nancy’s Real Estate 
Column in Alive East Bay Magazine

Uncompromising quality in every detail. 
Large luxury home on private 3/4 acre

$2,499,000

Cosmetic fixer 5 Bedroom 3 bath  
2600 sq. ft. Principals only, not on MLS.  

Call for Details

Alamo Round Hill AreaComing Soon Greenbrook!

Stunning 6 bedroom 6 bath Custom 
Luxury Home on .73 Acre.  

$2,875,000

Beautifully updated single story on large 
lot on cul de sac Street. 4 bedroom,  

3 car garage, and pool. Price $875,000

Danville Sycamore Alamo Springs Custom

X2000 X1000

X3000

24 Hour Free Audio Tour (866) 374-0607

www.The Combs Team .com

Visit www.thecombsteam.comNancy P. Combs Joe Combs

Professionals You Can
Count on!

Call Joe and Nancy

925-989-6086

SOLD!

SALE PENDING!

X6000

Wonderful westside. Extensive remodel, 
vaulted ceilings, new kitchen with granite 
and stainless package. 4 bdrm, 3 bath 
main home plus seperate 516 ft. guest 
home. Park like .42 acre lot offered at 
$1,375,000
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Private gated country home. BEST 
HORSE SET UP!! Single level 3 or 4 
bdrm, sep apartment, pool, private 
lane on 1.5 LEVEL ACRES. Tennis site, 
equestrian ring, vineyard? Serious horse 
people call me! GREAT VALUE 
at $1,585,000

1327 Lawrence Road, Danville 1490 Pine Tree Drive, Alamo

Call Jay Weymouth (925) 915-1100
www.teamweymouth.com 

Experience Counts!



7 Railroad Avenue Danville, CA 94526
Countrywide Corporation is America’s #1 home loan lender* and a member of the 
prestigious Standard & Poor’s 500 and Fortune 500.

At Countrywide®, we understand that you might not fit the standard mold when it comes to getting 
a home loan. FHA government-insured loans can offer low down payment options while allowing
flexibility for less-than-perfect credit and non-traditional employment. Benefits include1:

No minimum credit score required
As little as 3% down payment 
Gift funds allowed
No maximum income limits
10- to 30-year loan terms available
Fixed rate and fixed period ARM options

As part of your local team of FHA loan experts, I can offer top-tier service every step of the way. 
To see if an FHA loan could help get you into your next home, call me today.

When your loan needs to be as flexible as 
your life, an FHA loan may be the answer.

Learn more about conforming loan limit changes 
and how it can help you!

BANK FSB

Jim Black 
Preferred Relationship Lending Team
925-285-4898 
925-314-7010 
James_Black@countrywide.com
WWW.MEETJIMBLACK.COM

Interested to learn more about REO’s, Foreclosures or Short Sales?
Please fill out this information to get more information on how to purchase a great priced home today!
We are experts in the Bay Area and would be happy to offer you the tools to get involved with this opportunity!

Name: ____________________________________    Phone Number: ____________________________________

Email Address:______________________________   Town of Interest: ____________________________________

Fax to (866) 410-3089 or call!

        Equal Housing Lender. ©2008 Countrywide Bank FSB, Countrywide Home Loans Division. Member FDIC. Trade/service marks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation, Countrywide Bank, FSB, or their 
respective affiliates and/or subsidiaries. Some products may not be available in all states. This is not a commitment to lend. Restrictions apply. All rights reserved. 070117_CR (01/08)

1. Maximum loan amount may apply. Ask for details


