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Gloria Oross is Homeward Bound
Gloria Oross has successfully completed 
Danville’s “Homeward Bound” program.

After completing the rehabilitation program, 
including nursing care and therapy from the 
Danville staff, she was able to return to home.

For more information about Danville  
Rehabilitation Center’s “Homeward Bound”  
program contact us today.

Christine Fajando - Physical Therapist,  
Resident Gloria Oross, Dyan Oki - Occupational Therapist 

SPENCER BRINTON
ADMINISTRATOR

925.837.4566    FAX 925.837.4629
sbrinton@danvillehealthcare.com

www.danvillerehab.com24 HR. SKILLED NURSING
PROVIDING COMPASSIONATE CARE

& INNOVATIVE REHABILITATION SERVICES

Danville’s premier short term rehabilitation facility.

www.hopyard.com

San Ramon
(925) 277-9600

470 Market Place

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Our Patio is Open!

Come for the Beer
Come back for the Food

Up-to-date news about  

Danville every day
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The Bridges Golf Club  9000 S. Gale Ridge Road  San Ramon

Junior Golf Camps
Summer 2008

925.967.0326

For program dates and more information go to

 www.systemgolf.com
or call

Streetwise
A S K E D  I N  A L A M O  P L A Z A

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Danville uses local art to decorate its trash enclosures in the downtown area, trans-
ferring it onto tiles and firing it in the town kiln. Photos by Michelle Olson. Cover 
design by Rick Nobles.

Vol. IV, Number 12

I think it’s a good idea but even if it does hap-
pen it’s not necessarily going to work. People 
usually don’t drive 65 mph on the freeway now 
so why would they follow a new speed limit if 
they don’t already follow the one we have?

Anna Luber
student/clerk

 

No, because it slows everything, including the 
general economy, down. It would just take us 
longer to do everything.

Marty Sherman
retired

 
 
 

I think it would be a good idea especially on 
the freeways. I would follow it most of the 
time. I think part of the problem is that people 
don’t adhere to the speed limit as it is, they’re 
used to going fast. But I wouldn’t have a prob-
lem following that speed limit.

Robert West
retired

No. I like driving faster than that. Considering 
gas, it’s really a personal choice. If I pay for 
the gas I can waste it. I don’t think conserv-
ing gas would help our dependence on fuel. 
We need a better alternative, like hydrogen 
vehicles so we don’t rely on oil and there are 
no emissions, only water.

Mackenzie Lino
IT support

The reality is no one would do it. We should 
just go back to the horse and buggie. Don’t 
you think?! We can simplify our lives.

Diane Arobio
sales, Sage

 
 
 

Would you like to see the 
speed limit on the freeways 
lowered to 55 mph again?
 

Q:

COMPILED BY KRISTEN LANG

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 315 Diablo Road, Suite 100, 
Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Application to Mail at Periodicals Postage Rates is Pending at Danville 
CA. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo and Alamo. 
Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 for two years) are welcome from local residents. Subscription 
rate for businesses and for residents of other communities is $50 per year. © 2007 by Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

Everything Danville

destinationdanville.com



Page 4

Mayor’s Morning on Friday
 Danville Mayor Candace Andersen will 
host her monthly Morning with the Mayor on 
Friday, Aug. 1. This is an informal opportunity 
for residents to share their thoughts about 
town issues, ask questions, and receive 
a brief update about what is happening in 
Danville.
 The free event is held from 7:30-8:30 
a.m. at Father Nature’s Restaurant, 172 E. 
Prospect Ave.

Danville folks are top earners
 This month Danville was ranked lucky No. 
13 in CNN Money Magazine’s list of the 25 
top-earning towns in the country.
 Declaring Danville as one of the Bay Area’s 
wealthiest suburbs, the article made mention 
of former resident and famous playwright 
Eugene O’Neill, and his former estate, the 
Tao House.
 The winners were chosen based on medi-
an family incomes. No. 1 and No. 2 were New 
Canaan and Darien, Conn., and No. 3 was 
Lake Forest, Ill. 
 Other Bay Area cities that made the list 
were Saratoga at No. 4, Los Altos at No. 6, 
and Lafayette at No. 21. 
 Money Magazine also voted Danville No. 
69 in the top 100 places to live and launch in 
an article late last year, listing easy access 
to San Francisco as a pro, with the downside 
being high home prices.

Back in a ‘minute’  
can be too long
 Approximately 30 children a year die of 
heatstroke in hot, parked cars, according 
to the National SAFE Kids Campaign and 
General Motors. 

year occurred when children crawled into 
parked cars while playing. Keep parked cars 
locked, even in your own driveway.

even with the windows down.

older children how to disable them.

the vehicle once you reach your destination. 
Always remove sleeping infants.

-

face and safety belt buckles before placing a 
child in the car.

the car keys with you so should the doors 
lock accidentally, you will have a way back 
into the car.

-
cially while in the driveway.

child calm and call 911.

temperature can increase three to five times 
faster than an adult’s, causing permanent 
injury or death. Even with an outside tem-
perature of 80 degrees, an auto’s interior can 
reach dangerous levels in just minutes.

STAND! Rebuilding lives
 STAND! Against Domestic Violence report-
ed raising more than $70,000 with its fund-
raiser Joie de Vivre—Viva Las Vegas held at 
Round Hill Country Club last month. 
 Its annual Rebuilding Lives luncheon at 
the Concord Hilton will take place Monday, 
Oct. 20. The keynote speaker will be Denise 
Brown, the older sister of the late Nicole 
Brown Simpson, who was found murdered in 
1994. Nicole’s former husband, O.J. Simpson, 
was accused of the murder. That same 
year, Brown established the Nicole Brown 
Charitable Foundation in Nicole’s memory to 
assist victims of domestic violence. 

Corrections The Weekly desires to correct all significant errors. To request a correction, call the editor at (925) 837-8300  
or e-mail: editor@DanvilleWeekly.com

N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ The board just 
laughed and said 
no way, you can’t 
get 75 percent of 
the people to do 

anything. ”—Bryan Ranch resident Jay Fischer about 
the current vote on roofing materials.  

See story, page 5.

N E W S F R O N T

Since 1985

 

 

50% off  
 
 

Aqua Clean Pool Service

925-518-1718

925.837.5523
551 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville

a division of 
Pacific Coast Motors, Inc.

- under new ownership -

Look for the surfboards! 

PACIFIC COAST AUTO PARTS

ompassionate therapy 

for change, helping 

you move from merely 

surviving to thriving.

C

145 East Prospect Ave Ste 218 | Danville | 925-648-4941

Dr. Sara Denman
Licensed Psychologist | PSY19808

Areas of Dr. Denman’s expertise include, but are not limited to: 
parenting challenges, eating issues, substance abuse, 

anxiety, depression, past and present trauma, life changes, 
and all forms of PTSD including Veterans.
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 What do all the residents in this area have in common? We all 

look toward Mount Diablo to see it turn green in the winter rains 

and brown in the summer heat. Best of all, after a cold rainy night 

we check to see if it is covered in snow. Then we gaze fondly at the 

scene, happy to be Californians enjoying snow from a distance. Out 

come the cameras, plus families might head up Diablo Road, hoping 

to arrive in time to toss a few snowballs before the snow melts.

 Mount Diablo and the ideal weather are just two things that make 

our home special. Many others are listed in this information guide, 

which includes clubs, services, schools, recreational opportunities 

and just about everything you’ve ever wanted to know about life in 

Danville, Alamo, Diablo and Blackhawk.

 Info Danville was designed as a valuable resource for newcomers, 

old-timers and everyone in between. Look over the Table of Contents 

and browse through the pages to see what we have to offer, then 

keep it as a handy reference guide. Info Danville is intended to keep 

our readers informed, along with every Friday’s edition of the Danville 

Weekly and our continually updated Web site at DanvilleWeekly.com.

Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Editor, Danville Weekly

Gina Channell-Allen

Publisher, Danville Weekly

A resource guide published bythe Danville Weekly for Danville, Alamo, Blackhawk and Diablo

INSIDE
 Arts & EntertainmentRecreation
Kids’ Stuff
Facts & Stats
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Getting Around
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  Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E   B L A C K H A W K   D I A B L O   A L A M O

by Meghan Neal

B ryan Ranch residents are 
going up against “the man,” 
claiming their homeowners 

association is putting aesthetics 
over safety, a concern that’s gar-
nered enough support to force a 
vote to get the rules changed. 
 The issue? Roofing materials. 
 The secluded Alamo neigh-

borhood was developed about 25 
years ago, speckled with California 
ranch-style homes that back up to 
the wilderness of Mount Diablo.
 Most of the houses were built 
with roof shingles made of cedar 
wood shake. Now, the roofs are 
reaching the end of their lifespan, 
and homeowners are faced with 
having to replace them. Only, they 
have a different material in mind: 

tri-laminate asphalt, which they say 
is less expensive, lasts longer and is 
less likely to catch fire.
 Trouble is, the homeowners asso-
ciation will not allow it, saying the 
material doesn’t fit with the look of 
the neighborhood.
 “The (asphalt) shingles are aes-
thetically inappropriate,” said Dave 
Blomquist, chair of the HOA archi-
tectural committee. “They clearly 

have a different texture, different 
pattern, different appearance.” 
 Aesthetic harmony is a key part 
of the neighborhood’s appeal, he 
said, and the liberal open space 
between homes makes rooftops 
extra visible.
 But at a time when wildfires are 
running rampant throughout the 
state, using wood shake is akin to 
“putting kindling on your roof,” 

said Steve Saucy, spokesman for 
concerned residents. He lives in 
Bryan Terrace, one of three neigh-
borhoods that comprise the great-
er Bryan Ranch area, along with 
Bryan Ranch and Bryan Meadows.
 “If there’s ever a fire out here in 
Mount Diablo, houses are going to 
go up like a tinderbox,” said Bryan 

by Meghan Neal

Y our average local should 
have no trouble listing sev-
eral restaurants in downtown 

Danville, but ask them to name 
some retail shops and you’re more 
likely to get a blank stare. 
 To help put it on the map as a 
viable shopping destination, the 
town will establish an all-inclusive 
Web site, listing every retailer, res-
taurant and service in Danville. The 
site will link to the individual sites 
of each business.  
 “There needs to be one 
place where it’s all there,” said 
Dennis Erokan, president of The 
Placemaking Group, a marketing 
consultancy. “This can be the gate-
way.”
 The council voted last week to set 
aside $30,000 to create the new site. 
The site is part of the “Shop Local 
First” campaign established by town 
staff, local businesses, the Danville 
Area Chamber of Commerce and 
the Discover Danville Association 
in order to boost business, starting 
with downtown. 
 There is a perception that shops 
in Danville are expensive. But 
experts say the town can use this 
view to its benefit.
 “While there is a perception—
and it’s a perception across a lot of 
people—that the stores in Danville 
are a little bit towards the high 

end, they like that. It differenti-
ates that shopping experience,” said 
Erokan.
 “They think of it as one of the 
more stylish downtowns in the 
area,” he said. 
 That’s where the new tag line 
comes in: “Shop Danville...In Style 
Every Day.”  
 Still, the challenge with unique, 
independent shops is the names 
aren’t as recognizable as national 
chains seen in many malls and 
plazas. The Web site will help 
customers remember the Danville 
shops, the town hopes, attracting 
customers who would otherwise go 
to Walnut Creek or San Ramon.
 It will also help educate residents 
about the benefits of shopping 
locally, said Jill Bergman, town 
economic development coordina-
tor. 
 “More of their dollar stays with-
in the community when they spend 
it in the community,” she said. 
“Especially in this economy, it’s 
definitely something you want to 
try and put a heightened awareness 
about.” 
 All advertising, marketing and 
publicity material associated with 
the Shop Local campaign will refer 
back to the site, which will act as 
a focal point. It will link to exist-
ing Web directories and business 

Bryan Ranch voting on roofing rules
Residents cite drawbacks of shake and tile roofs but need 75 percent to change regulation

Town uses Web  
to lure customers

Site will include all shops,  
restaurants and services in Danville

Pitching to win
Jared Dawson of the Danville Heat pitches for the San Ramon Valley Little League tournament for ages 

8-9 held at Alamo Elementary School and Los Cerros Middle School. The Heat won the championship, 
beating Newark American, 7-1. For more sports action, see page 16.

CHRIS SCOTT/W
W

W
.CALSPORTSPHOTO.COM

 Continued on page 7

 Continued on page 7

Wood shake shingles on a Bryan Terrace home begin to darken and 
decay; this roof has been patched in places. Shake roofs generally last 
15-25 years.

Tri-laminate asphalt shingles like these are not permitted by the hom-
eowners association for aesthetic reasons though residents say they last 
longer and are safer than shake. 

This wood shake roof in Bryan Ranch is being replaced with new shake, 
the only material currently allowed, except for tile.

PHOTOS BY SUM
M

ER DASHE
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N E W S F R O N T

County is putting staff’s  
salaries online

by Meghan Neal

 What if all it took was a mouse 
click to see the salary of any 
employee that works for the town 
of Danville?
 The announcement that Contra 
Costa County staff wages will be 
made available online has led some 
to wonder if public employees in 
town should be held to the same 
standard.
 “I think that the open and honest 
information regarding taxpayer’s 
dollars is key to successful gov-
ernment,” said Danville resident 
Steve Barnett, who suggested the 
town follow the county’s lead, at 
the Mayor’s Morning on July 11.

 The suggestion sparked some 
discussion at the gathering: Some 
said it would infringe on people’s 
privacy, while others said it’s 
important for residents to know 
how their tax dollars are being 
spent.
 “I’m one who loves to give 
people as much information as 
they possibly need,” said Mayor 
Candace Andersen. “(But) I tend 
to lean a little bit more on the 
privacy side—making sure the 
information is available but at the 
same time not so widespread, all 
over.” 
 Town staff salaries are available 
to the public by request, at the 
Danville Town Offices, at 510 La 
Gonda Way. 
 Some residents said there’s no 
need to publicize the informa-
tion further. But not everyone will 

invest the time to search it out, 
said Barnett.
 “It’s important we know: How 
much are we spending? And, are 
we spending money where we 
should be spending it?” he said.
 The Board of Supervisors voted 
in March to publish the wages 
of the county’s roughly 8,500 
workers online, in order to help 
determine fair compensation for 
employees.
 Salaries are established based 
on surveys that compare pay rates 
of neighboring counties. However 
the surveys don’t as of now include 
benefits such as healthcare, which 
make up a significant chunk of total 
compensation.
 County Supervisors John Gioia 
and Federal Glover introduced the 
action to get a more accurate com-
parison, hoping that with Contra 

Costa paving the way by putting 
the information online, other coun-
ties will follow suit.
 Government transparency 
is important, said Tomi Van de 
Brooke, chief of staff to District 
3 Supervisor Mary Piepho. The 
downside is, many county employ-
ees feel uncomfortable having their 
personal information published on 
the Web, she said. 
 County employees were informed 
of the action July 1. No date has 
been set for when salaries will 
appear online.
 Like the county, the Town of 
Danville conducts comparison 
surveys to determine fair wages. 
Every other year it collects infor-
mation from Bay Area cities that 
are similar in size and service, 
such as Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda 
and Los Gatos.

 Those surveys try to take ben-
efits into account, not just base 
salary, said Andersen. 
 “It’s absolutely important that 
we’re comparing apples to apples,” 
she said. “We want to keep our 
employees, so we want to make 
sure they’re getting a fair wage.” 
 The annual salaries of Danville 
town staff start in the $40,000 
range for coordinator-level posi-
tions and go up to the $60,000 or 
$70,000 range for supervisors and 
directors.
 Management generally earns 
more than $100,000 per year. The 
highest paying positions are the 
city attorney at $174,000 and town 
manager at $198,000.
 Andersen said the Town Council 
may discuss putting salaries online 
at a future study session. 

by Michelle Olson

 Lovers of music, wine, art and 
antiques shouldn’t miss the three 
remaining summer events being 
sponsored by the Discover Danville 
Association, in support of the 
town’s recently launched “Shop 
Local First” campaign.  
 The next upcoming event is the 
Summer Fest Street Festival, taking 
place downtown Thursday, Aug. 7.
 “The event is to encourage 
local visiting and shopping,” said 
Judy Mena, the Discover Danville 
Association fundraising chairwom-
an. “It’s a family event with a little 
bit of everything.” 
 There will be food and wine 
from local restaurants and cater-
ers, including Bridges Restaurant 
and Thyme to Eat in San Ramon, 
and musical acts. Bands scheduled 

to perform are: Vocal Ease and 
the Boogie Men, a jazz band; the 
Fred Randolph Trio, performing 
bossa nova jazz; Heart Strings, 
performing Italian vocal ease; and 
2Endevor, an acoustic alternative 
band. 
 One week later, on Aug. 14, resi-
dents can head to the Livery and 
downtown Danville for the fifth 
annual Art and Wine Stroll.
 More than 20 wineries from 
Napa, Livermore and Sonoma will 
be offering samples of their wines 
inside stores. Tickets cost $25 and 
include a commemorative wine 
glass, wine tasting and a cable car 
ride with a live saxophonist.
 The event starts at the Livery 
at La Buena Vida, a specialty 
food and oil shop, where glasses 
will be distributed. There will be 
13 wineries and five artist booths 

stationed throughout the shopping 
center. 
 The stroll continues with a cable 
car trip downtown where 10 more 
wineries and five more artists will 
be featured. Both locations will 
have live entertainment. 
 “It’s a really good deal,” said 
Suzette Cabatu, owner of La Buena 
Vida. “It’s a great community event 
featuring wineries all over the Bay 
Area.” 
 The final event of the summer 
series is the Heartland Danville 
Antiques and Art Faire. It will 
take place Sept. 1, Labor Day, 
on Railroad Avenue. There will 
be more than 60 artisans, as well 
as vintage collectors and antique 
merchants. It will be similar to 
the antique event held this past 
February, but on a larger scale. 
 “The last one was so success-

ful that everyone from merchants 
to vendors and citizens have been 
asking when the next one is,” said 
Marcia Harmon, Discover Danville 
secretary and owner of the antique 
store Cottage Jewel. “It’s going to 
be a wonderful mix.”
 The Museum of the San Ramon 
Valley will have appraisers on-site 
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. to deci-
pher values of antiques brought 
in by attendees, for a donation of 
$10.  
 “It will be a fascinating event for 
people to buy antiques,” said Jerry 
Warren, chairman of the museum’s 
steering committee. “And it will 
give people a chance to get their 
own antiques appraised.”
 The appraisals will be quick and 
informal verbal explanations of the 
piece that is presented, explained 
Harmon.

 “It should be beautiful weather, 
entertaining and interesting,” she 
said. “And if they’re lucky they will 
find the golden egg.” 

Town salaries—personal or public?

Summer events will cater to all ages, interests

907 San Ramon Valley Blvd., # 104, Danville

925-837-1044

www.denisehilliardmd.com

Denise M. Hilliard, M.D.
Internal Medicine & Adolescent Medicine  

Patients are seen BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

We accept Medicare and most PPO plans. 

HMO’s that we accept are: Healthnet, Pacifi care, Aetna, Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Cigna*

*Exclusively John Muir Physicians Network

Our offi ce now offers confi dential health screening and treatment for patients 12 & over

New Adolescent Health Clinic - Now Open!
Services Include:

confi dential STD testing and 

 treatment     

 Assessment

 Hair
 Nails
 Massage

 Waxing
 Facials
 Cellulite   

   Service

838-2848

  FRINGE 
HAIR SALON AND SPA

TH
E

formally known as Victoria’s Hair on Stage
under new ownership

Summer Fest Street Festival 
5-8 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 7
Hartz and Prospect avenues in 
Danville

Art & Wine Stroll
Thursday, Aug.14, 6-9 p.m.
Danville Livery and downtown
 
Heartland Danville Antiques & Art 
Faire
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday, Sept. 1
Railroad Avenue between the Museum 
of the San Ramon Valley and the 
Cottage Jewel
For more info: visit www.discoverdan-
villeca.com and click “events”

Up-to-date 
news about 

Danville 
every day
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Reading in the ruins
Danville residents Ted and Marian 

Worrall were sure to include the 
Danville Weekly on their trip to Sicily. 
While on their vacation they also 
viewed the ancient Greek temples.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. David Melamed, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

NEW Botox® Service

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers. Expires 8-31-08

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

Trina Turk • Bejeweled 

Ann Ferriday • Da Nang 

Twisted Heart 

 Faith Connexion 

Ed Hardy • Free People 

Rebecca Beeson 

Joe’s Jeans

Frankie B.

Kasil Jeans 

Red Engine Jeans 

Nicky Hilton 

350 Main Street, Suite E,
(off West Angela St.)
Pleasanton, CA 94566

925-249-1209
www.shopsugarshack.com

ADIANA NADIANA NNN
FREE 
WORKSHOP

Learn the 5 quickest exercises to energize and tone your body

The secret to looking younger lies in your posture? You’ve gotta see this!

Feel Young and Awaken Your Body

TUESDAY  
JULY 15  6:30PM

 Call Today! Space is Limited 925.786.2558 drchauss@yahoo.com

Discover the secret
to looking and feeling younger

more radiant
and full of vitality!
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Find out more in this powerful, entertaining and inspiring workshop: 

DR. MICHELLE CHAUSS, D.C.  drchauss@ yahoo.com

Terrace resident Jay Fischer, call-
ing the HOA’s position an “abuse 
of power.” 
 Slate and tile roofs are also 
acceptable materials by HOA stan-
dards, but residents say they are too 
heavy to be realistic choices, espe-
cially in Bryan Terrace where roofs 
tend to have a steeper slope.  
 The State of California’s recent-
ly updated fire severity maps and 
building codes require roofs in the 
area to meet Class A standards. 
Shake roofs are typically Class 
B, but can be supplemented with 
a fire-resistant underlayment to 
bump them up to Class A. 
 “All the fire safety concerns 
are satisfied,” Blomquist said. 
“There’s no gain in going to 

asphalt shingles.” 
 But residents say treatments cost 
thousands of dollars, on top of 
the already high cost of the mate-
rial. Shake shingles cost twice as 
much as asphalt—roughly $300 per 
square vs. $145—and lasts half as 
long, said Fischer.
 Tony La Russa, the manager of 
the St. Louis Cardinals and former 
manager of the Oakland Athletics, 
figured it was worth eating a $25,000 
fine to put asphalt shingles on his 
roof three years ago, said Saucy.
 One resident discovered her 
insurance agency will not insure 
homes with wood roofs in the 
neighborhood, which is considered 
a brush area. Saucy suspected the 
incident is “just the tip of the ice-
berg,” a trend which, if continued, 
could hurt resale prices. 
 After 145 signed petitions were 
collected, enough to force a vote, 

ballots were mailed out to homes 
in the area. They are due back Aug. 
18, and a vote count will follow 
shortly after.
 A 75 percent majority is needed 
to get the rule changed—a chunk 
that’s tricky to get even with wide-
spread support, residents lament.
 “The board just laughed and said 
no way, you can’t get 75 percent 
of the people to do anything,” said 
Fischer. 
 But those passionate about the 
issue are determined to try. They’ve 
been e-mailing and calling residents, 
knocking on doors, distributing and 
hanging fliers to get the word out.
 Fischer said he recently saw 
the president of the Bryan Ranch 
HOA’s board of directors, Monique 
Martin, ripping down one such 
flier. She told him it’s against the 
rules to post signs in the neighbor-
hood. 

sites like Discover Danville and 
Danville.com.
 “The more sites the merrier,” 
said Erokan, explaining that it’s 
not a question of competition: The 
important thing is that they link 
back and forth. This helps with 
search engine optimization; in 
other words, it helps make the site 

more “Googleable.”  
 It generally takes about a year for 
a site to climb the ranks of Google 
but the process can be expedited by 
continuously updating the site with 
new information and making sure it 
is well-linked, said Erokan. 
 Ultimately, the Danville Shop 
Local site would have a compre-
hensive calendar that includes 
events and news from all the shop-
ping centers in town. There is no 
URL yet; the town is still choosing 

the company to create and manage 
the site.
 “The marvelous thing is, this is 
an area that people like to go to 
already,” said Erokan. “Our goal is 
to make that happen a little more 
often.” 
 The town hopes to have the site 
up and running in time for the holi-
day shopping season. 

Contact Meghan Neal  
at 837-8300,  

or mneal@danvilleweekly.com

Customers
 Continued from page 5

Roof rules
 Continued from page 5
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Trash art it ain’t
Danville’s tile enclosures are an ongoing project to enliven downtown

Story and photos by Michelle Olson

B rown, wooden trash barrels in downtown Danville may someday be history. The town is continuing to 

spruce up the area with concrete trash enclosures featuring tiles designed by residents. 

 “It’s a chance to get your art work out there and it will last a long time,” said Alan Dye, cultural arts 

program coordinator for the Town of Danville, who heads the Public Tile Art Enclosure Project. “It is a source of 

public art and will tie residents to the downtown area.”

 The project started 12 years ago as an effort to replace the decaying wooden barrels with a long term, durable 

solution and has been growing with the downtown area ever since.
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  Kacie Evans, a Danville resident, participated in the 
project in 1996 with two classmates when she attended 
Athenian Middle School in Danville. 
 “I think the project was fun,” Evans said. “Everything 
turned out really good.” 
 Her tile art shows a tree mural and decorates a trash 
enclosure on Hartz Avenue on the southeast corner of 
East Linda Mesa Avenue.
 Seventeen tile art receptacles currently exist among 
the 50 trash bins downtown; most can be seen on Hartz 
Avenue between Church Street and La Gonda Way; 
others are on Railroad Avenue near Trader Joe’s.
 The project will move forward in phases, but in the 
past it sometimes has been put on hold because of a lack 
of resources, said Dye. 
The current phase includes 
new trash enclosures on 
Prospect Avenue and two 
near the new Front Street 
Parking Lot.
 Dye is hoping for 11 
more enclosures by the 
end of the year. Currently 
he has about 15 art sub-
missions but will need 
more to meet his goal 
because art is needed for 
each of the four sides of 
the containers. 
 “To some they may 
seem like just trash cans, 
but they really do perk 
up the downtown area,” 
said Dye. “The program 
has always involved the 
participation of area resi-
dents and their contribu-
tions have been vital.”
 Lowell Crow, leader of 
the Sycamore Lawnmower 
Brigade and retired 
Danville resident, is a 
contributor. He submitted 
poster photos of the popu-
lar brigade, which takes top honors at the Fourth of July 
Parade each year.
 “I participated because it looked like fun,” Crow said. 
“It’s a clever, unique thing for the community. It turned 
out like I expected and I would highly endorse it.” 
 Danville town scenes, landscapes and historical 
references are the theme for submissions, and a 50- to 
100-word description essay must be turned in with it. 
 Artists can use any medium but Dye advises people to 
make sure the materials they use will work with tile.
 The art work is converted to six 8-by-8 inch ceramic 
tiles to decorate one side of a trash enclosure that will 

measure 16 inches horizontally and 24 inches vertically. 
This is equal to two tiles across and three tiles down.
 “There is a broad spectrum of art already out there 
including geometric, floral and wet tile designs,” Dye 
said.
 People of all ages and artistic backgrounds are encour-
aged to enter. They may turn in as many designs as they 
desire. Artists can make corresponding designs to com-
pose all four sides of an enclosure, and partners or groups 
can work on turning in a piece together.
 In the past, elementary school students have each 
taken one tile and combined them to make a group of 
six.
 Lisa Larsen, an art teacher at the Lafayette Art 

and Science Foundation, 
worked with her hus-
band Edward Willy on 
an entry after spotting a 
call for Danville tile art 
in the newspaper in 1996. 
She was excited for the 
chance to do public art. 

“Art is my perspective 
on life, it’s the way I 
am,” she said. “It’s how I 
process what I see around 
me. I think the project is 
great. A lot of people go 
downtown and see your 
art.”

Submitted work is 
judged by the Town of 
Danville staff, including 
Dye and an art commis-
sioner. Originality, con-
tinuity, clarity, overall 
quality of the artwork, 
use of colors and histori-
cal significance all play a 
part in the choice of art 
work.

Chosen artists meet with 
Dye to start the planning 
process, and the Town of 

Danville provides the tile and glazing. After the tiles are 
designed they are fired in the town’s kiln.
 “We want people who are invested in the community 
—Boy Scouts, organizations, parent-child combina-
tions,” said Dye. “Then they’ll have something that 
will be there 20 years later.”
 Residents are pleased with the results of the creative 
trash enclosures. Charlie Mcguire, a Danville resident 
and teacher at St. Isidore School, said he notices them 
when he walks down Hartz Avenue. 
 “They look great. Downtown keeps looking better 
and better,” he said. 

Emily Serpa, a 7-year-old Danville resident, prepares to throw out a piece of trash into a tile art enclosure on the corner of Hartz and 
Prospect Avenue. The trash can is part of the Tile Art Enclosure Project, which features tiles designed by residents. The town is cur-
rently accepting submissions for the project.

Calling all artists
What: Town of Danville Public Tile Art Enclosure Project

Who: Artists of all ages 
When: No deadline—the project is ongoing 

Where: Send designs to Danville Community Center  
c/o Tile Art Project, 420 Front St., Danville 94526

Information: Contact Alan Dye at 314-3466  
or go to www.ci.danville.ca.us and search “Tile Art”

Carey Consulting Wealth Management, Inc.
Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, MBA
President 
1350 Treat Blvd. #390 (Br 2) 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(925) 937-6385 
Fax: (925) 937-6377
jamie.carey@lpl.com
www.careyconsulting 
wealthmanagement.com
CA Insurance Lic. #0B98802

Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, 
MBA is a registered 
representative with  
and securities are  
offered through  

Linsco/Private ledger, 
(LPL)  

Member NASD/SPIC

You Deserve Better.
Tired of being overlooked and 
undervalued by your current financial 
advisor? We think you deserve better…

• Better service
• Better investment choices
• Better overall satisfaction

If you agree that it’s time for something 
better, call today! 

PARKin the
concerts 
pleasanton dowtown association presents

July 25
D-Lucca
(Modern Melodic Jazz)

Sponsored by Fremont Bank

August 1
The Houserockers
(Rock & Soul, Dance)

Sponsored by

Pleasanton Cultural 

Arts Foundation

Bring this entry form 
to this week’s concert 
for a chance to win 
great prizes

Donated by members of the Pleasanton Downtown Association. 
Must be present to win. Must be 21 years of age to enter.

NAME: ___________________________

E-MAIL: __________________________

lions wayside park at fi rst & neal streets

Fridays 7 PM 
to 8:30 PM

w
w

w.pleasantondow
ntow

n.net (925) 484-2199 

Weekly Concerts in the Park Drawing
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Community Pulse
P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N  &  L O G   O B I T U A R I E S   B I R T H S  &  W E D D I N G S

Rae Ellen (Stroube) 
Gaffney
 Rae Ellen (Stroube) Gaffney, a 
former resident of Danville, died 
June 4 at her home in Amarillo, 
Texas, at the age of 52. She was the 
wife of Stiles Gaffney and daughter 
of B. Ellen Stroube of Danville.
 She was born June 24, 1955, 
in Oakland. She graduated from 
Ygnacio Valley High School, the 
California Culinary Academy in 
San Francisco and received a degree 
in Home Nursing from Amarillo 
College.
 She was a homemaker and gour-
met chef who loved the beauty and 
peace of gardening. She also loved 
animals, especially her beloved 
dog Shadow. She lived in Concord 
and Danville prior to moving to 
Amarillo.  Donations may be sent to 
ARF (Animal Rescue Foundation), 
2890 Mitchell Drive, Walnut Creek, 
94598. A private Celebration of 
Life was held.

Lola G. Imlach

 Lola G. Imlach, a resident of 
Danville, died June 20 at the age of 
95.
 She was born Oct. 21, 1912, in 
Lynden, Wash., and has lived in 
Alaska, Pt. Richmond, Hayward, 
Santa Rosa, Rossmoor and San 
Ramon. She worked as a depart-
ment manager at Macy’s for 38 
years and loved every minute of 
it. She loved animals and wildlife 
and would spend many hours in 
Rossmoor observing the deer, tur-
key and squirrels. She also loved 
spoiling her pets and had many 
cats over the years. She also loved 
babies and her grandchildren.
 She is survived by her daugh-
ter Sharon and son-in-law Harry 
Hardwick; her grandchildren and 
their spouses; 12 great-grandchil-
dren; and one great-great-grand-
daughter. 
 A memorial service was held 
June 28 at Wilson & Kratzer in 
Danville. 

R. William Henderlong

 Danville resident R. William 
Henderlong died June 22 in Walnut 
Creek at the age of 83, after a 
courageous battle with cancer. He 
served as an elder and deacon at 
Community Presbyterian Church 
where he was a member for over 40 
years.
 He was born Ralph William 
“Bill” Henderlong Jr. in Sacramento 
on May 3, 1925. After graduating 
from high school in 1943, he was 
drafted into the Army and was sta-
tioned in the Pacific Theater during 
World War II. He was stationed on 
Tinian when the Enola Gay bomber 
took off to drop the atom bomb on 
Japan. 
 After his Army discharge, he 
earned his bachelor’s degree from 
UC Berkeley. On June 26, 1949, 

two weeks after graduating, he 
married his sweetheart Julie, also 
a Sacramento native. He went 
on to earn his MBA from UC 
Berkeley’s School of Business, 
where he developed his life-long 
love of the Cal Bears football 
team. Then he followed in his 
father’s footsteps and became an 
oil company executive. Several 
years later, he and friend Charlie 
Olson pioneered family style pizza 
parlors, opening their first Straw 
Hat pizza parlor in 1959. When 
they sold their business in 1970, 
he embarked on a career in com-
mercial real estate.
 He was an early and enthusiastic 
board member of the Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley; president 
of the Danville Lion’s Club; vol-
unteered with Berkeley Mission 
Homes; was a director of the School 
of Business at UC Berkeley; and 
a founding director of Tri-Valley 
National Bank.
 He loved to fly, owning several 
airplanes over the years, and he and 
Julie traveled throughout America 
and the world. He also enjoyed jazz 
festivals and regional theater pro-
ductions, backpacking, dominos, 
and getting together with friends 
and family.
 He is survived by his beloved 
wife Julie; daughters Karla, Kathryn 
(husband Vernon Holloway) and 
Karen; and nephews and a niece. A 
memorial service was held July 1 at 
Community Presbyterian Church. 
Donations in his memory may be 
made to Aoki Diabetes Research, 
1935 Stockton Blvd., Sacramento 
95816, or Presbyterian Hunger 
Program, attention “Hunger in 
Appalachia,” Presbyterian Church 
USA, Individual Remittance 
Processing, P.O. Box 643700, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.

Mary Westwick 
Colmenares
 Mary Westwick Colmenares, a 
resident of Alamo, died June 23 
at the age of 75 at Kaiser Medical 
Center in Walnut Creek after a 
battle with kidney and heart func-
tions.
 She was born May 6, 1933, in 
Oakland, graduated from Oakland 
High School and went on to the UC 
Berkeley where she graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in bacteriol-
ogy. She ran a medical lab in San 
Francisco until retiring in 1998. 
She enjoyed traveling, reading and 
her needlework. 
 She is survived by her husband 
Carlos A. Colmenares of Alamo; 
daughters Sonya Dinsley of San 
Ramon, and Julia Colmenares 
Stewart (David) of London, UK; 
and brother William Westwick of 
San Francisco. She also leaves  rel-
atives in California, Oregon, and 
Norway. A memorial service was 
held June 30 at the Oak Park Hills 
Chapel in Walnut Creek.

Bernice Lorene Carroll

 Bernice Lorene Carroll, 84, of 
Danville, died June 20.
 She was born Sept. 18, 1923, in 
San Francisco, the youngest daugh-
ter of John and Margaret Lucy. 
She loved the Bay Area, living 
her entire life here, though she 
traveled extensively. She attended 
San Francisco State to study music 
and later worked for Contra Costa 
County Supervisors James Kenney 
and Tom Powers. She loved politics 
and serving the public and retired 
in 1986.
 In 1954 she married Floyd “Bud” 
Carroll and they enjoyed a wonder-
ful marriage of laughter, parties 
and traveling until he died in 1991. 
She then discovered the Dixieland 
Jazz Festival circuit and attended 
several festivals each year, often 
with her niece Jennifer.
 She is survived by her sister 
Margaret Milburn and her husband 
David of Arroyo Grande; sister 
Eleanor Arnold of Brea; stepson 
Dennis Carroll of Martinez; broth-
er-in-law Norman Carroll and his 
wife Judy of Columbia, S.C.; and 
nieces. The family suggests dona-
tions to Tony La Russa’s Animal 
Rescue Foundation, P.O. Box 
30215, Walnut Creek 94598.

Ethel Mae Buell

 Danville resident Ethel Mae 
Buell died June 26.
 She was born in 1920 in 
Davenport, Iowa. During the Great 
Depression, the family moved to 
Berkeley, where her father, George 
P. Hall, opened a diner on Telegraph 
Avenue in front of Sather Gate. She 
was the youngest of five children 
and graduated from Berkeley High. 
She attended UC Berkeley for two 
years before getting a war-time job 
at Pacific Bell in San Francisco.
 She married Russell Buell in 
1946 and moved to Orinda where 
she worked as an administra-
tive assistant to the President of 
Bancroft Library at Cal. Upon 
retirement, she and Russ moved to 
Crow Canyon Country Club where 
they were charter members and 
where she resided for 20 years. She 
is fondly remembered for her fierce 
sense of competition in Shanghai 
Rummy and Dominoes.
 She is survived by her son Steven 
Buell of Hollister; and two grand-
children. The family hosted a lun-
cheon in her honor July 19 at Crow 
Canyon Country Club.

Cell phone abuses and excuses
 California Highway Patrol officers have issued 4,738 citations 
to motorists talking on their cell phones since a law that bans driv-
ing while gabbing went into effect July 1, according to preliminary 
data as of Wednesday morning.
 In the Bay Area, 811 tickets have been recorded, said CHP offi-
cer Jaime Coffee. The number is lower for drivers under the age 
of 18, who are not allowed to use a handheld or hands-free phone 
behind the wheel: 45 citations statewide and six in the Bay Area 
were recorded.
 Not all drivers are taking the rule seriously, though, and the 
Internet and news media are abuzz with stories of offenders’ 
excuses.
 One driver told the officer who pulled him over that he was 
using the phone to scratch his head. Another tried to throw her 
phone out the window, but it bounced off and fell into her lap. Yet 
another swore he thought there were 31 days in June. 
 Some determined motorists have been using tricks like hiding 
the cell phone under long hair or keeping it in their laps and shout-
ing down into it. 
 Offenders are fined $20 for a first offense, but after penalties 
and local assessments are added the actual fine can be more than 
$100, police say.

—Meghan Neal

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

Sunday, July 13

Monday, July 14

 Tuesday, July 15

 Wednesday, July 16

  Thursday, July 17

 Friday, July 18

 Saturday, July 19

P O L I C E  L O G

The Danville Police Department made 
the following information available from 
its incident summary report:

O B I T U A R I E S

Check out

every day
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La Buena Vida—Bringing International flair to our community 
For owners Suzette and Leo Cabatu, they consider their store, La Buena Vida as just “an extension of 
their home.”  With their family growing up in the area, Suzette and Leo really wanted to bring an 
international flair to the local community and help others enjoy all that is special about the community.  
Because their family enjoys all the “good things” in life; good food, good wine, and good friends, 
why not start a business that inspires everyone else to experience the good things in life?   Their 
unique store specializes in culinary gifts and wines with a Mediterranean focus.  Customers can find 
all the necessities from Spain to make the perfect paella, as well as everything you need to bring to 
the table. From beautiful handmade Italian tableware pieces to boutique wines and colorful pastas 
from Italy, you’re sure to find a gift for yourself or any culinary enthusiast. Simply keeping the 
community feel, and keeping their friends shopping locally, are Suzette and Leo’s goals for La Buena Vida.  
Discover all that La Buena Vida has to offer at the Danville Livery, Monday - Saturday, 10am - 6pm 
and Sundays 12pm - 5pm.  

Forbes Mill Steakhouse—Serving the best steak in America
At Forbes Mill Steakhouse, you will receive the best steak available in America; premium, all natural 
Kobe beef and Prime Certified Angus beef.  Known for their top quality product and service, owners 
Ron Garald, Darin Devincenzi and Dean Devincenzi take pride in serving the ultimate steak, the 
freshest seafood, flown in fresh daily from Hawaii, as well as lunch combos, appetizer samplers and 
dessert samplers.  Named after the first commercial business in Los Gatos, the Forbes Mill flour mill, 
the original Forbes Mill Steakhouse opened its doors in Los Gatos, CA over eight years ago.  With 
the Los Gatos restaurant’s great success, the owners decided to open a second restaurant, here in 
Danville, over two years ago, where they have since been recognized as the Best Steakhouse and 
Best New Restaurant. Enjoy their new updated summer menu and check out their new Happy Hour 
special, 5 menu items and 5 cocktails, choose any one item, for $5!
Taste and experience Forbes Mill Steakhouse quality, Monday - Thursday, 11:30am - 4:30pm; 
Sunday - Thursday, 5pm - 9pm; and Friday and Saturday, 5pm - 10pm.   

Bringing “good things” to our
               community for you to experience.

the art of livingthe art of living

Summer Nights
Thursday, August 7th

& August 21st
6:00pm - 9:00pm

Upcoming Danville Livery Events for 2008

Art & Wine Stroll
Thursday evening, August 14th

6:00pm - 9:00pm

Summer Sidewalk Sale
September 12th, 13th, and 14th, 

Friday through Sunday 
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A special place for women’s apparel-casual 
elegance with a sense of style, featuring beautiful

Reversible-Tapestry woven jackets, made in America.
C & L Women’s Fashions
814 Sycamore Valley Rd. West

925-837-6876
www.cottonandlace.com

Distinctive Candles and Gifts
By Candle Light

304 Sycamore Valley Rd. West
925-837-6630

www.candlesbycandlelight.com
 

Whether you are looking for dripless ta
candlesticks, quality pillars of ALL sizes,
candle holders & accessories for your h
gifts or special occasions, let By Candle
help you with the perfect selection.

Featuring...
Distinctive, Beautiful, Quality drip less c
from such names as; A.I. Root, Yankee,
Trapp, Bullfrog, Rosy Rings, Del AMar, 
Designers, Armona Naturals and more!

 
Patrick David's Sunset Men

Available Every Evening
5:00pm - 6:00pm

Three course dinner
$29.00 per person

Price does not include Beverage, Taxe
Not Available on Holidays

 

Patric
416 Sycamo

925
www.pat

the art of living

Body Options
410 Sycamore Valley Road West

925-838-2469
Also located in Berkeley on College Avenue (Rockridge)

 

Up to 30 % off on many dresses, t-shirts and more
You can’t believe the style and value you can get for your money!

Workout, Lifestyle from top brands of PrAna, City Lights, Esprit, American Apparel, One Step Ahead, PUMA, etc.
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West Side Salon
407 Sycamore Valley Rd. West

925-743-0745

 

 

West Side Salon was created with comfort, warmth & 
relaxation in mind. We know that looking good is about 
feeling good. West Side Salon offers hair design, color 

treatments, hair extensions and skin care. 
Visit us and let us indulge you.  

u

s or Gratuity
s

ck David’s
ore Valley Rd. West
-838-7611
trickdavids.com

Shop Locally.  Live Beautifully.

Still Time to Take Advantage of our Summer Sales Events:
July – 20% off Mirrors; August – 20% off Prints

Elegant Clutter
702 Sycamore Valley Rd. West

925-837--1001
www.elegantclutter.com

Great Little Clothes For Great Little Kids!

Sweet Potatoes Inc.
806 Sycamore Valley Rd. West

925-314-8437

Furniture      Home Accents      Interior Design

Elegant Clutter

Stephen’s Fine Jewelry
404 Sycamore Valley Rd. West

925-838-3060
www.stephensfinejewelry.net

Bring in this ad for 15% off any one accessory item
     Good July-August 2008; One per customer
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Just off Interstate 680 at Sycamore Valley Road West & San Ramon Valley Boulevard
440B Sycamore Valley Road West, Danville CA 94526

Heavenly Indulgence
406 Sycamore Valley Road West

Danville, CA 94526
925-314-8300

www.heavenlyindulgence.com
 

We take pride in having the latest fashion trends to meet your needs.
We are always updating our accessories and fashion on a weekly basis,

so be sure to stop by often to see what’s in store!

Heavenly Indulgence
The Unique Boutique

One of a Kind Fashion & Accessories,
at affordable prices!

Where would you find…the world’s best olive oils and 
balsamic vinegars; hand crafted crystal decanters; 

the finest chocolates; 
unique Italian ceramics; professional cutlery; boutique wines; 

sensational pastas; and so much more?

Unique culinary items and artisan wares.

La Buena Vida
606 Sycamore Valley Road

Danville, CA 94526
925-837-1500

 

Shuz of Danville
600 Sycamore Valley Road West

Danville, CA 94526
925-820-8660

 

100% Recycled Materials throughout!

And help save the planet!
Available at...

*Switch Flops sold here Exclusively!!!



Perspective
E D I T O R I A L S   L E T T E R S   O P I N I O N S  A B O U T  L O C A L  I S S U E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

 Danville was named by CNN Money magazine 
as one of the top 25 “Top-Earning Towns” in the 
nation, based on Danville’s median family income of 
$160,560. 
 With exquisite homes, exclusive country clubs and 
an enchanting downtown, Danville has much to boast 
about. But affluence alone does not make this com-
munity special. The natural beauty of the area, great 
schools and solid infrastructure, coupled with a small-
town feel, bring a quality of life that is difficult to 
match. For example, we are blessed to have a down-
town that draws visitors from all over, and it’s ours to 
enjoy at any time. 
 Danville didn’t achieve this quality of life by acci-
dent; it was achieved through forethought, proper 
planning and diligent adherence to those plans. We 
must not take what we have for granted, nor should we 
become complacent. 
 Part of the reason our downtown is a destination spot 
is because of its abundance of locally owned business-
es and its lack of national chain stores. From a purely 
economic standpoint, independent businesses are good 
for our town because owners “shop locally” when they 
hire local people. These local businesses also tend to 
carry more locally made goods, which creates more 
jobs for local producers. 
 Beyond economics, locally owned businesses help 
build a community’s character by adding diversity and 
flavor. When people mention their favorite restaurant 
or store in passing or in polls such as the Danville 
Weekly’s Readers Choice, they often mention the cus-
tomer focus of these establishments, which is not as 
evident in national chain stores.
 We are in no way saying there isn’t a place or a need 
for national chain stores; they provide efficiency and 
predictability. But chain store after chain store creates 
a very mundane, colorless, “vanilla” landscape.
 While there is always a time and place for predict-
able, efficient “box” stores, the locally owned busi-
nesses give us diversity, uniqueness and enhance the 
character of our community. We embrace the idea of 
distinctive businesses with local character, and must 
not forget their survival depends on our patronage. 

No one litters at home
Dear Editor:
 I read your article “Talking 
Trash” in the July 11 issue, and I 
absolutely agree with you. Every 
time there is a big event in down-
town Danville, it generates a great 
amount of trash. Granted, the crews 
always take care of it in a timely 
manner, but still, people should be 
more responsible toward the trash 
whether they are at an eatery or 
simply taking a walk downtown. 
 Danville always had the reputa-
tion of being the most beautiful, 
prestigious and upscale commu-
nity. People come from many dif-
ferent places in order to see this 
“beautiful” town. I think every-
body would agree if I said, let 
us keep it that way. Let us keep 
Danville beautiful! People should 
definitely do their part by making 
sure their litter does not fall on the 
ground, and certainly pick up their 
children’s litter as well.
 Businesses are obligated to pro-
vide waste bins and make them 
accessible to their clients at all 
times. As easily as providing the 
food to their customers, restaurants 
should have easy access to their 
trash bins whether inside or outside 
their eatery. The restaurants’ duties 
are to maintain the trash bins from 
overflowing; if their customers find 
an empty waste bin, they are more 
likely not to litter. I am sure no 
one litters in their own home, and 
Danville is our big home. If we do 

not all work together to help keep 
Danville beautiful, who will?

Layali Totah, Danville

4-H appreciation
Dear Editor,
 We would like to thank everyone 
in our community who helped us 
during our lamb projects exhibited 
at this year’s fair: our leaders, par-
ents, and especially the Safeway 
stores in San Ramon and Alamo 
for their donations at the Alameda 
County Fair Junior Livestock 
Auction. Each 4-H member puts 
a great deal of time and effort into 
producing a high-quality animal 
for auction and we appreciate the 
contributions.
 4-H is a youth based organiza-
tion for kids ages 5-19, which 
teaches citizenship, leadership and 
life skills. Activities can include 
raising an animal or learning a skill, 
like cake decorating. The end-of-
the-year highlight is entering your 
livestock or project into the county 
fair for judging against other clubs 
in the area. Some projects in our 
club include sheep, swine, goats, 
rabbits, cake-decorating, photog-
raphy, cooking, community service 
and leadership.
 Joining a 4-H club usually occurs 
at the start of the school year, or 
you can find out more information 
at www.ca4h.org or at www.alame-
dacounty.org .

Chris and Monica Riley, 
Tassajara Valley 4-H

Let’s help keep 
Danville unique

 The Danville Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of 
local interest. The deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for that Friday’s edition.
 Submit Letters to the Editor of up to 250 words to editor@DanvilleWeekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. We 
reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel and 
factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Danville Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town 
Square.
 For more information, contact Dolores Ciardelli, editor, at 837-
8300, ext. 29.
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Boxing is not only fun, but as a workout 

is the best cardiovascular exercise.

You will train with the intensity of a 

boxer, without the hurt.  

Offered on a monthly basis.  

Class size is limited, so sign-up now!

BOX YOUR WAY INTO 
A MILLION DOLLAR BODY!

 Page 15



Page 16

  Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

Parent photographers 
Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com of the best action shot from 
your child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember to 
include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.

Home Improvement M a k e  y o u r  h o m e  s h i n e

Pool Service
Complete Service 

& Repairs

“ We don’t cut corners, we clean them ”

925-518-1718

Aqua Clean 

Receive
50% OFF

Receive
10% OFF

Receive
50% OFF

Your First
Month Service

Any Pool
Repair

OR

Receive
10% OFF

with 6 months service

CA License #851369 Bonded and Insured

(925) 708-7863 
www.GardenHeightsInc.com

*Beautiful Design * Fresh Ideas * Professional Installation  
* Samless Maintenance * 20 Years of Experience 

Your landscape begins and ends with us.  

MAH Development, Inc.

www.MAHDevelopment.com

Home Improvement Made Easy!
Free Estimates! Call 925-580-1673

20 years experience. 
Insured and Bonded.

Member 
BBB and NKBA

Lic# 913049

Local Heat runners 
Aiuto, Deuel head to 
Junior Olympics

Pleasanton Heat runners Kyla 
Aiuto of Danville and Parker Deuel 
of Alamo have qualified for the USA 
Track & Field Junior Olympics, which 
will be held in Omaha, Neb.

Deuel, a freshman at San Ramon 
Valley High school, won the 1500m 
in 4:26.29, placing him fourth in the 
nation for his age group. His 4x800 
relay team also qualified with a win-
ning time of 9:02, third fastest in the 
nation.

Aiuto is a freshman at Monte Vista 
High School. Her 4x800 team won 
the qualifiers with a 10:13.69. They 
are ranked eighth nationally.

Firecrackers 
complete  
perfect season

San Ramon Valley Girls 
Athletic League Firecrackers 
completed a perfect sea-
son of 18-0 by winning the 
SVRGAL Championship 
in the Grade 3/4 White 
Division. The team followed 
up on an undefeated regu-
lar season with a 3-0 run 
through the North Division 
playoffs, and a final victory 
against the South Division 
champion Leprechauns.

The firecrackers are (front, l-r) Sacha Berestka, Jenny Stark, Ashley Ng; 
(middle) Emily Kaye, Jackie Buckley, Jackie Hansen, Julia Stark, Madi Reder; 
(top) Sarah Mondloch, Lauren Louie, Bailey Newlin, Hannah Kahn, Maddie 
Lennett. Coaches: Tom Newlin and Liz Buckley.

COURTESY JULIA FUQUA PHOTOGRAPHY

Parker Deuel Kyla Aiuto
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Art
Artist’s Day at Forest Home Farms 
Enjoy a day of painting, photography, 
drawing or other media among the 
historic structures, tall redwoods and 
sheep pastures from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Saturday, July 26, at Forest Home 
Farms, 19953 San Ramon Valley 
Blvd., San Ramon. Bring your art sup-
plies, a chair and lunch. Cost is $5 for 
residents; $6 for non-residents. Call 
973-3282. 

Auditions
‘The Best Man’ Auditions Role 
Players Ensemble Theatre will host 
auditions for “The Best Man” at 7 
p.m., Monday-Tuesday, Aug. 4-5, at 
the Village Theatre, 233 Front St., 
Danville. Ten men (ages 30-65) and 
four women (ages 30-60) are needed. 
Applicants will read from the script. 
Callbacks will be at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Aug. 10. The show runs Oct. 10-Nov. 
1. Call (510) 865-4740. 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Requiem 
Diablo Valley Masterworks Chorale, 

Contra Costa’s premiere classical 
chorus, will host auditions for Lloyd 
Webber’s “Requiem” and Walton’s 
“Belshazzar’s Feast” on Aug. 18. 
Chorus meets Mondays Aug. 18 to 
Nov. 15. Performance Nov. 22 in 
Walnut Creek. 7-9:30 p.m. Room 101 
Music Dept., Diablo Valley College, 
Pleasant Hill. Call: 925 228-8690. 
www.masterworkschorale.net

Camps
San Ramon Valley Volleyball 
Camps San Ramon Valley High 
School will host girls volleyball camps 
for youth and high school ages. Youth 
camps are from July 21-24 and July 
28-31; Upper level camps are from 
Aug. 4-7 and Aug. 11-14. All camps 
6-8:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday. Cost 
is $130. E-mail srvvball@sbcglobal.net. 
YMCA Summer Specialty Camps 
Summer is here! Registration is now 
open for YMCA Specialty Camps this 
summer, including Lego Engineering, 
Super Sports, Robot Science, Chess, 
Musical Theatre, Art and more. Camps 
are held in the Alamo and Danville 
area. For information, call 831-1100. 

Classes
‘Bug-Eating Plants’ Sloat Garden 
Centers will host a class on “Bug-
Eating Plants” at 10 a.m., Sunday, 
Aug. 17, at Sloat Garden Center, 828 
Diablo Rd., Danville. Call 743-0288. 
Cactus and Succulents Navlet’s 
Garden Center will host a free class on 
Cactus and Succulents at 11:30 a.m., 
Sunday, July 27, at Navlet’s Garden 
Center, 800 Camino Ramon, Danville. 
This class is free. Call 837-9144. 
Drought Tolerent Plants for Yards 
Come and learn about drought toler-
ent plants for yards from 10:30-11 
a.m., every Saturday, at Sunset Color, 
1435 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville. 
These classes are free. Call 914-0035 
or visit www.sunsetcolor.com. 

Clubs
Annual Picnic San Ramon Valley 
Historical Society invites you to enjoy 
its annual picnic from noon-4 p.m., 
Sunday, Aug. 3, at Oak Hill Park, 3005 
Stone Valley Rd., Danville. The day 
will include food, a silent auction, sing 

along, entertainment, exhibit and visit-
ing with friends old and new. Cost is 
$20. Call 837-9382. 
Danville Rotary Rear Admiral Russell 
W. Gorman US Navy (RET) will speak 
Monday, July 28, on current military 
activities around the world. Guests 
always welcome. Contact Steve 
Kay at 518-7137 to reserve; steve.
afs@gmail.com. 12-1:30 p.m. FREE 
Danville Rotary. (925) 518-7137. 

Events
Discover Africa Danville Library will 
host Peace Corps volunteers who will 
share stories of life in Africa at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, July 29, at the Danville Library, 
Mt. Diablo Room, 400 Front St. The 
volunteers have spent two years in 
Africa and will share their stories in an 
African community. Call 837-4889. 
Farmers Market The Danville Farmers 
Market is open from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
every Saturday; and from 4-8 p.m., 
Thursdays, until Aug. 14, at the 
Railroad Avenue Municipal Parking 
Lot, at the corner of Railroad and 
Prospect avenues. Call 825-9090 or 
visit www.pcfma.com. 

Hot Summer Nights Car Show 
Come and enjoy the Hot Summer 
Nights Car Show from 4-9 p.m., 
Thursday, July 24 and Aug. 21, on 
Hartz Avenue in downtown Danville. 
Call Tony at 820-5750. 
Moonlight on the Mountain  This 
special and unique event for includes 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres, silent and live 
auctions, sit-down dinner and live music 
from 4-10 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 13, at 
the China Wall on Mt. Diablo. Cost is 
$250 per person. Call 947-3535 or visit 
www.savemountdiablo.org. 
MVHS Cross Country Almuni Run 
The third annual Monte Vista Cross 
Country Alumni Run for former and 
curent Monte Vista cross country run-
ners will be from 9 a.m.-noon, Saturday, 
Aug. 9, at Oak Hill Park, Stone Valley 
Rd., Danville. This event is a two-mile 
course around campus and Oak Hill 
Park. This event is free. Call 437-8360 
or visit www.eteamz.com/mvxc. 
Summer Nights at the Livery 
Summer Nights are back at the Danville 
Livery. Two Hot Nights in August! from 
6-9 p.m., Thursdays, Aug. 7 and 21. 
Live music, dining, shopping and enter-
tainment. Each night will include free 
hula hoops for children of all ages. 6-9 

M a k e  y o u r  h o m e  s h i n e
EXPERIENCE

   Design
EXCELLENCE

Fine Furniture
Bernhardt, Century, Lane, 

Hickory-White etc.
Save 20-30%

Custom Draperies
Swags, Valances, 
Roman Shades

Save up to 25%

Since 1980

www.indesign-interiors.com

Discover the Indesign difference-where Design becomes affordable!

T he fi nest interiors begin with good 
taste. Good interior design doesn’t have 
to be expensive, but mistakes always are!

L et our designers help you avoid costly 
mistakes and help you fi nd the right 
decorating solution!

Save up to $200 per unit 

window fashions! 
Ask us for details today! 

SUMMER SALE!

Hunter Douglas Priority Dealer

Waraner Tree Experts
Commercial

Licensed & Fully Insured
LIC#879423

Arborist WE-7372A

Residential

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Large Trees
• Safety Pruning
• Stump Grinding/Removal
• Cabling/Bracing
• Ornamental Pruning

OFFERING:
• Tree Appraisals
• Installation & Establishment
• Certified Arborist

FREE ESTIMATES

(925) 250-0334

Firewood  •  Woodchips  •  24 hr. Emergency Service

$50 OFF
Present coupon or mention this ad 

and Receive $50 OFF any service of $300 
or more. Total clean-up & wood removal.

Offers may not be combined. Exp. 7-30-08

$100 OFF
Present coupon or mention this ad and 

Receive $100 OFF any service of $1000 
or more. Total clean-up & wood removal.

Offers may not be combined. Exp. 7-30-08

I f  you would l ike to 
Advert ise your bus iness on 

th is  page

Please cal l  (925) 837-8300
for more informat ion

Home Improvement M a k e  y o u r  h o m e  s h i n e
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C A L E N D A R

p.m. FREE Danville Livery, Sycamore 
Valley Rd., Danville. (800)762-1641. 
www.danvillelivery.com

Film
‘Amazing Race’ St. Timothy’s Church 
will host a viewing of “Amazing Race” 
at 12:30 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 17, at St. 
Timothy’s Church, 1550 Diablo Rd., 
Danville. The story is about a brave force 
led by one persistent man who paved 
the way for this world changing mile-
stone. This event is free. Call 933-7579. 

Fundraisers
Broadway Revue for Habitat 
Coldwell Banker Pleasanton will spon-
sor a Broadway Revue to benefit 
Habitat for Humanity East Bay from 
8-10 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 2. The $50 

event, to be held in Acc’sentials’ down-
town Pleasanton garden courtyard, will 
feature top Bay Area singers and musi-
cians and will include wine and hors 
d’oeuvres. Call 784-3068 for tickets. 
8-10 p.m. $50 Acc’sentials, 520 Main 
Street, Pleasanton. 925-784-3068. 
Jump for the Cure The Breast 
Cancer 3-Day Team and Boob Brigade 
will host “Jump for the Cure” from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Sunday, July 27, at 
Bladium Sports Club, 800 W Tower 
Ave., Alameda. The day will include a 
jump house, activities for kids, bake 
sale, drawing and more. Cost is a sug-
gested donation of $5. Proceeds ben-
efit Susan G. Komen for the Cure and 
the National Philanthropic Trust Breast 
Cancer Fund. Call (510) 604-2468. 
Lazarex Cancer Foundation’s Hope 
In Motion 5/10K Walk/Run Join 
Lazarex for the Hope in Motion 5K Walk 
and 10K Run at 8 a.m., Sunday, Aug. 

3, at Lake Merritt, 568 Bellevue Ave., 
Oakland. Cost is $30 before July 31; 
$35 thereafter. Proceeds benefit Lararex 
Foundation. Awards for all finishers. 
Register at www.lazarexfoundation.org. 

Health
Spine Pain Treatments Spine 
Surgeons Hieu Ball, M.D.,and Vikram 
Talwar, M.D., each will present a free 
seminar on Spinal Stenosis from 
7:30-8:30 p.m., July 30 and Aug. 7, 
respectively. Stenosis is a narrowing of 
the spinal canal that carries nerves to 
the limbs, causing numbness, tingling 
& pain in limbs & back. Call 275-8230. 
7:30-8:30 p.m. No charge South 
Conference Room, South Building on 
Medical Campus, 7777 Norris Canyon 
Road, San Ramon. 925.275.8230. 
www.sanramonmedctr.com

Kids and Teens
Getting in to College Princeton 
Review will host an evening seminar 
geared toward helping students and 
parents navigate the college admis-
sions process at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 
5, at the Danville Library, 400 Front St. 
This event is free. Call 837-4889. 
Steve Chaney and “Cornelius 
Crow” Friends of the Danville Library 
will host Steve Chaney, ventriloquist, 
along with his sidekick “Corny Crow” 
at 4 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 5, at the 
Danville Library, Children’s Reading 
Room, 400 Front St. This event is 
free and is good fun for all ages. Call 
837-4889. 
When Mom or Dad Has Cancer A 
program for families with school-age 
children when a parent has cancer. 
Each workshop has an activity-based 
group for children where they iden-
tify feelings and learn coping skills, 
a support group for teens, and a 
group for parents from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., Saturdays, at the Wellness 
Community, 3276 McNutt Ave., 

Walnut Creek. Call 933-0107. 
YMCA Activities The San Ramon 
Valley YMCA hosts a number of 
activities including Adventure Guides/
Princesses, Adventure Trailblazers, 
Youth Basketball, Youth Lacrosse and 
Youth Soccer for children of all ages. 
For information, call 831-1100 or visit 
www.mdrymca.org. 

Live Music
Alamo Summer Concert Series 
Alamo Parks and Recreation presents 
its annual Summer Concert Series, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., Fridays, July 25 
(“Boothill”) and Aug. 8 (“Pan Extasy”). 
Call 876-0147. 
Blackhawk Summer Concert 
Series Blackhawk Plaza will host its 
annual Summer Concert Series at 7 
p.m., every Friday, July 11-Aug. 15, 
at Blackhawk Plaza, 3454 Blackhawk 
Plaza Circle, Danville. Music will 
include R&B, Motown and more from 
Pride & Joy, The Best Intentions, The 
Fundamentals, East Bay Mudd, Super 
Diamond and Tainted Love. These 
concerts are free. Call (415) 380-8390. 
Music in the Park Town of Danville will 
host Music in the Park from 6-8 p.m., 
Saturdays, Aug. 2 and 16, in Oak Hill 
Park, 3005 Stone Valley Rd., Danville. 
These concerts are free. Call 314-3400. 
San Ramon Summer Concerts 
in the Park City of San Ramon cel-
ebrates its 25th anniversary of its 
Summer Concert Series at 5:30 p.m., 
Sundays, until Aug. 17, at Central 
Park Amphitheater, 12501 Alcosta 
Blvd., San Ramon. Evolution on July 
27; The Sun Kings on Aug. 3; The 
Groove Kings on Aug. 10; and a spe-
cial band on Aug. 17. These concerts 
are free. Call 973-3200. 

Miscellaneous
Adopt a Kitten Month During July, 
TVAR’s adoption fee for kittens 2-3 

months old is $50 (regularly $100); kit-
tens ages 4-11 months are $37.50. 
All of the kittens are raised in foster 
homes, spayed or neutered, vaccinat-
ed and wormed, tested for Leukemia, 
FIV and microchipped. Call 961-0260 
or visit www.tvar.org. 

Seniors
Senior Volunteer Awards Culture to 
Culture Foundation presents its first 
Senior Volunteer Awards honoring 
seniors that provide voluntary service 
to the community. The competition 
is open to all seniors (55 and older). 
Applicants must describe their vol-
unteer activities in 500 words or less 
and supply at least three references 
with their phone numbers; deadline 
is July 31. Four winners will receive 
a $250 cash prize and a plaque. Call 
938-9988. 

Spiritual
Scripture Day San Damiano will host 
Scripture Day with guest speaker 
Dr. Bill Creasy, Ph.D., who will share 
his vast knowledge of the New 
Testament, from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Saturday, July 26, at San Damiano, 
710 Highland Dr., Danville. Cost is 
$70, including lunch. Call 837-9141, 
ext. 315. 

Support Groups
Cancer Support Groups Free sup-
port, education and stress manage-
ment for cancer patients and their 
loved ones, including general sup-
port groups for all types of cancer 
patients as well as cancer specific 
groups for breast cancer, colorectal 
cancer, ovarian cancer, lung cancer, 
prostate cancer, brain tumor, support 
groups for caregivers and life after 
cancer. Groups meet at the Wellness 
Community, 3276 McNutt Ave., 
Walnut Creek. For times and days, 
call 933-0107. 
Danville TOPS The Danville chapter 
of Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) 
meets at 9 a.m., every Tuesday at St. 
Timothy’s Episcopal Church, 1550 
Diablo Road. Call Bob Blendow at 
935-9344 or Rosemarie at 838-7870. 

Volunteering
Blackhawk Museum Docent 
Training If you are interested in 
becoming a much appreciated part of 
the Blackhawk Museum family while 
contributing to your community, mak-
ing new friends, learning new things, 
and having fun, become a docent! 
Call 736-2280, ext. 238. 
Bruns House In-Patient Hospice 
Bruns House In-Patient Hospice is 
seeking volunteers to fill two- to four-
hour shifts during the weekdays and 
weekends. To apply for free training, 
call 887-5678 and ask for the vol-
unteer department, or e-mail volun-
teers@hospiceeastbay.org. 

…INTO THE JEWELRY YOU HAVE 
ALWAYS DREAMED OF!

181 Market Place
San Ramon

925-830-9130

OUR DESIGNERS WILL TURN YOUR OLD 
JEWELRY PIECES...

1600 #B Contra Costa Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

925-685-2943

www.jewelsmiths.com

www.pascalcafe.com
Monday-Saturday 6:00-3:00 p.m. ~ Sunday 7:00-3:00 p.m.

155 Railroad Ave., Danville ~ 925.838.7349

French Café & Bakery

Voted Best 
French Restaurant 

2 years!

Enjoy a summer breakfast or lunch 
on our patio!

Serving fair trade coffee

Voted The Best Children’s Clothing Store!

442 Hartz  Avenue 
Danville, 94526

Mon 10-2, Tues-Fri 10-5,
Sat 10-4

925.820.4956

CHILDREN’S & MATERNITY CONSIGNMENT

Now Consigning your Quality Fall items!
Drop offs or appt., Tues-Thurs, 11-2!

Accepting Gymboree, Gap, Pumpkin Patch, Jane & Jack, 
Children’s Place & Boutique Brands!

...fun for growing minds

Cooleykatz Toys
(925) 245-1035
1959 Second St., 

Downtown Livermore

Two-Year  
Anniversary Sale

Saturday, July 26

Anniversary Cake served 

Saturday at 1 p.m.

“Roll the Dice” Sale:  

Get 10%, 15%, or 20% OFF 

ENTIRE PURCHASE  

Toy Raffles - Free Balloons

Walton 

Belshazzar’s Feast 
Sign up for a private audition with Diablo Valley Masterworks Choral, 

Contra Costa’s premiere classical chorus. . . . experience the exhilaration 
of singing with a large professional orchestra and chorus.

Auditions: Begin August 18, 2008 at 7 PM
Rehearsals: Monday evenings begin August 25

Concert: Walnut Creek November 22, 2008
Contact us: info@masterworkschorale.net

Call: 925 228-8690        
www.masterworkschorale.net

AUDITIONS 
For chorus



Story and photos  
by Summer Dashe

he sound of the bell on the last 
day of school used to mark 
the beginning of unscheduled 

days and continuous swim parties. 
Now, however, it is the shotgun start 
to a race in search of a summer job.
 For teenagers, the summer is a 
time to earn money, learn the rules of 
a new trade, and ultimately submerge 
themselves into the real world. Those 
four summers between freshman year 
of high school and freshman year of 
college allow them to experience a 
variety of jobs and pursue different 
and ever changing career interests.
 “This is the third job I’ve had,” 
said Alex Corvino, a senior at Monte 
Vista High School.
 She is an employee of Jero’l Beauty 
Salon and Spa in Danville. It is not 
uncommon for students to have multi-
ple jobs before they find the right one. 
However, it is getting increasingly dif-
ficult for teens to find employment. 
 The first hurdle comes in choosing 
where to work. With so many bou-
tiques, eateries and stores in down-
town Danville, it might seem like 
a simple decision. However, when 
considering pay, hours and interest 
level, the opportunities quickly ebb. 
For a teen, the work must be worth 
the minimum wage. Plus, of course, 
others might beat one to the punch.
 “I wanted to work somewhere 
with kids my own age,” said Alyssa 
Leone, a Monte Vista senior and 
employee at Katrina Rozelle Pastry 
in Alamo Plaza. “I get paid minimum 
wage, $8, and work about 16 hours a 
week, but I feel like I’m doing some-
thing worthwhile with my time this 
summer.”
 It’s tricky to come across a sum-
mer job that benefits you as a teen 
employee, high school students say. 
Teen summer jobs are known for 
being grunt work.
 “They’ll be in charge of clean-
ing, serving, refilling and restock-
ing,” said Stan Ling, the manager at 
Baskin-Robbins on Hartz Avenue. 
 Some teens search for that right 
job that really teaches them some-
thing in return. Corvino plans to 
pursue a degree in business during 
college, so she feels her time at a 
place of business is well spent.
 “I really learned a lot about the 
retail part of it,” she said.
 Leone also mentioned that she 
appreciated learning about hospital-
ity, “so a job in a cafe or bakery was 
perfect for me.”
 Once a teen has decided upon 

where he or she wants to work, 
attaining that dream summer job can 
be another complicated obstacle.
 “I applied to four or five other 
places before I actually got a call 
back,” said Leone.
 It seems the teen job front is crowd-
ed and the competition is growing.
 “We got 100 applications this sum-
mer,” said Heidi Christensen, a man-
ager at McCaulou’s. “I look for an 
employee mainly based on availabil-
ity. A lot of the teens have too much 
going on or won’t work weekends.”
 Christensen said the store only 
takes eight to 10 of those hundred 
applications each summer.
 Recently, the U.S. Labor 
Department released a grim employ-
ment update. In June, employers cut 
payrolls by 62,000 while the unem-
ployment rate languished at 5.5 per-
cent. Nearly 8.5 million Americans 
are unemployed, up from last year’s 
7 million. 
 With an unstable economy, more 
adults are searching for work and 
encroaching on the teen work scene, 
adding contenders to the already 
competitive summer job pursuit.
 “It’s nearly impossible to get a job 
now since we’re up against people 
our own age plus people who have 
had years of experience. Obviously, 
employers are going to pick those with 
experience over us,” noted Corvino.
 Still, some companies actually 
prefer teens to adults. Teens will 
work for less than adults plus draw 
myriad friends for business.
 “I don’t limit myself to who I 
accept, but mostly teens apply,” said 
Ling. “Really, I need the teens to 
attract customers.”
 With more competition, it makes 
earning that job just a little more 
rewarding, say the teens.
 So, how are teens spending their 
cash? Skyrocketing gas prices mean 
“saving up for gas money,” said 
Leone. Both girls mentioned setting 
aside a sum for college, and Corvino 
puts one-third into her checking 
account.
 “I do save some money for back-
to-school clothes,” admitted Leone.
 Aside from slight splurges, most 
of the money teens earn is saved 
and used later for something signifi-
cant. 
 As the summer dwindles to an 
end, teens reflect upon the months 
of hard labor. Many learned some-
thing new, some gained only cash, 
and others can’t wait to say, “I quit!” 
It is all over—until next summer’s 
rush begins. 

There’s more to summer jobs than meets the eye

 Page 19

Alex Corvino says her summer job at Jero’l Beauty Salon in Danville is teaching her about 
business so she feels her time is being well spent.

Alyssa Leone, a Monte Vista senior, is working this summer at Katrina Rozelle Pastry in 
Alamo Plaza.

Living
P E O P L E  &  L I F E S T Y L E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y



R eleased on June 27, “Wall-e” 
has already swept through 
the country, earning an 

astounding 97 percent (Certified 
Fresh!) on Rotten Tomatoes, a Web 
site that collects reviews, and reap-
ing more than $32.5 million at the 
box office.
 This G-rated Pixar animation, 
directed by Andrew Stanton, is 
a futuristic love story/fairytale, if 
such stories began with, “Once 
upon a time, in a post-apocalyptic 
world brimming with trash and 
abandoned by the human race...”
 The heavy implications embed-
ded within the film make it a hit 
among teens. This isn’t just another 
movie with true love’s kiss and a 
multitude of friendly dwarves—it’s 
something we can talk about, some-
thing complex and controversial.
 The backdrop of the film is a 
grave and unmistakable warning to 
the consequences of human pollu-
tion and corporate misdeeds. Buy 
n’ Large, the corporate monopoly 
in the movie, has taken over the 
nation, telling consumers to “eat” 
and “buy.” Finally, when the excess 
of waste had become too much 
to handle, Buy n’ Large starts to 
launch its customers into deep space 
while robots clean up the mess. 
Unfortunately, not all goes accord-
ing to plan. The planet becomes 
too toxic to support human life—or 
any life, for that matter. 
 Simple plots in children’s films 
like “Beauty and the Beast” or even 
more recent ones like “Ratatouille” 
(another film directed by Andrew 
Stanton) can’t hold a candle to 
the overreaching lessons taught in 
an hour and a half of “Wall-e.” 
Whether or not critics agree on the 
truth of the messages, “Wall-e” has 
a lot to say to its audience.
 That’s what makes the film 
unique.
 It’s been called “leftist propa-
ganda” by its critics, and accused 
of “Malthusian fear mongering” 
by Jonah Goldberg, a conserva-
tive author and commentator, who 
nevertheless conceded that it is a 
“fascinating and at-times brilliant 
movie.”
 Malthusian fear mongering? It 
just makes the rebellious part of me 
run to see this movie.
 Interestingly, “Wall-e” does not 
stand alone. There seems to be a 
recent shift in the children’s movies 
these days. Gone are the films with 
simple tales of morality. More and 
more animations are weaving com-
plex themes into their plotlines—
and receiving lots of teen fans in 
the process.
 “The Incredibles,” released in 
2004, was a well-received Pixar 
animation whose plot centered 
around a family of superheroes 

forced to hide their extraordinary 
identities. Government-sponsored 
superheroes were then a thing of 
the past. Negative public opinion 
and numerous lawsuits by human 
citizens drove all the superheroes 
underground, forbidden by the gov-
ernment to use their powers and 
confined to false, human identities.
 Cosmo Landesman, who writes 
for the Sunday Times, says, “The 
Incredibles” is “the story of how 
the egalitarian drive in modern 
America killed off the superhero.”
 The Free Liberal, an online jour-
nal providing political and eco-
nomic commentary, described it as 
a direct reflection of Ayn Rand’s 
ideas. Ayn Rand is a familiar author 
among high school students, who 
have heard of her from English 
class, U.S. Government and even 
Economics. Many teens who have 
read “Atlas Shrugged” and “The 
Fountainhead” are familiar with 
Ayn Rand’s philosophy. These 
films are entertaining, but not 
empty-headed. In fact, they’re very 
relatable.
 “Happy Feet” is another film that 
comes to mind when one thinks of 
movies with big themes. This 2006 
film was an unmistakable denunci-
ation of overfishing and pollution.
 Teenagers simply love the tap-
dancing emperor penguins. The 
animations are adorable and appeal 
to our kid-side.
 “I thought it was cute!” Kayla 
Little, 17, raved. “They had cute 
little songs in it, too.”
 But on a more serious side, these 
penguins must seek new food sup-
plies as global climate changes 
and overfishing deplete their food 
resources. It brings to light the envi-
ronmental problems in Antarctica. 
A lot of this, we are exposed to in 
class.
 For example, my AP environ-
mental class was dedicated to the 
global environment. Watching this 
film, I found myself saying, “Oh, 
yeah! I learned about that!”
 These animations are anything 
but tepid about their topics. Movies 
like “Happy Feet” and “Wall-e” 
might be G-rated, but they dis-
play their big themes boldly and 
staunchly. They are now more than 
ideological proponents of “love,” 
“harmony” and “happiness.” And 
that’s why we love them.

Maria Shen, reporting on 
Generation Y, is a senior at Monte 

Vista High School who loves ice 
cream on sunny days, books on 

rainy ones, and music for all those 
in between. She founded Contra 

Costa County’s Young Bohemians 
creative writing club and is editor 
of Voicebox, a literary magazine. 
E-mail her at youngbohemians@

gmail.com.

Children’s movies  
a hit with teens

The Y Files
B Y  M A R I A  S H E N

Presenting the Past
B Y  B E V E R LY  L A N E

Celebrating a successful election is the first San Ramon City Council: (l-r) Mary Lou Oliver, Mayor Diane Schinnerer, Rick Harmon, 
Wayne Bennett and Jerry Ajlouny.

“SAN RAM
ON VALLEY: ALAM

O, DANVILLE, AND SAN RAM
ON” BY BEVERLY LANE AND RALPH COZINE

B eginning in 1980, San 
Ramon’s Incorporation Study 
Committee drew volunteers 

from throughout the community, 
especially homeowner, service and 
sports groups. San Ramon leaders 
met with County Supervisor Robert 
Schroder and convinced him that 
their community deserved the 
chance to vote on incorporation. 
 The Study Committee had much 
to work through before the city-
hood issue got to the ballot. One 
major hurdle was the Local Agency 
Formation Commission (LAFCO) 
and its executive officer Dewey 
Mansfield. LAFCO had been set 
up to prevent unviable special dis-
tricts and cities from forming and 
Mansfield had vigorously opposed 
Danville’s incorporation vote in 
1982. He wanted the whole valley to 
vote on incorporation, even though 
three valley-wide votes (1967, 1973 
and 1976) had failed. When Danville 
advocates lobbied the commission-
ers and convinced them to support a 
Danville-only vote, Mansfield said 
that other communities in the valley 
could then annex to Danville.
 But the San Ramon activists fought 
to have their own vote and their own 
city. Mansfield recommended against 
a separate San Ramon election and 
was overruled by his commission at 
its meeting in July 1982. 
 Speakers who supported incorpo-

ration at LAFCO included: Dublin 
San Ramon Services District 
board members Diane Schinnerer, 
Joe Covello and Richard Fahey; 
SRV School Board member Mike 
Wahlig; SRV Fire District direc-
tor Pat Boom; homeowner lead-
ers Mary Lou Oliver and Thomas 
Bret; and Incorporation Study 
Committee leader Rick Harmon. 
The Times reported “Soon after the 
decision cityhood backers erupted 
into jubilant cheers.”
 The reporter also noted some 
signs of sharp politicking around 
the LAFCO meeting which focused 
on San Ramon’s boundary. The 
W.R. Grace Development, which is 
today’s Crow Canyon Commons, 
tried to be omitted but was kept 
inside the proposed city.
 The 585-acre Bishop Ranch 
Business Park was excluded. 
Owners Alex and Masud Mehran 
were in the midst of planning the 
business park and county officials, 
including Supervisor Schroder (who 
was also chairman of LAFCO), 
said they did not want a new gov-
ernment potentially altering plans 
for the development. At the time 
15,000 local jobs were expected to 
locate at the Park.
 The boundary was a huge issue 
during the election and was brought 
up in every debate. But a vigorous 
campaign touted independence for 

San Ramon, better public works, 
improved parks and public safety, 
and more responsive local govern-
ment. “Let’s Spend San Ramon 
Money on Improving San Ramon!” 
announced one brochure. Eighteen 
candidates tossed hats into the ring, 
with two opposed to the whole idea 
and one who wanted to annex to 
Danville. 
 On election day, March 8, 1983, 
voters overwhelmingly supported 
incorporation, 3,825 to 1,254. They 
elected Diane Schinnerer (3,249), 
Rick Harmon (2,504), Mary Lou 
Oliver (2,459), Wayne Bennett 
(2,014) and Jerry Ajlouny (1,828) 
to the first City Council. On July 1, 
1983, San Ramon became the 17th 
city in Contra Costa County, with a 
population of 24,000 people. Diane 
Schinnerer became the first mayor.
 Twenty-five years later, Bishop 
Ranch Business Park is part of San 
Ramon and the thriving city has 
grown to 59,000 people.

Sources: Museum of the San 
Ramon Valley archives, The Valley 
Times (July 15, 1982), The Valley 
Pioneer (Jan 26, Feb. 2, March 9, 

June 29, July 6, 1983).
Beverly Lane is curator of the Museum 
of the San Ramon Valley and co-author 

of “San Ramon Valley: Alamo, Danville, 
and San Ramon” and “Vintage Danville: 

150 Years of Memories.”

San Ramon steps up  
to Cityhood, Part 2

O F  N O T E

Danville students among 16 
‘California Arts Scholars’
 Brie Hiramine and Aaron Long, students at Monte 
Vista High School, are among 16 Contra Costa County 
students who have been recognized as “California 
Arts Scholars” by the state’s Innerspark program. 

Hiramine was recognized for creative writing, and 
Long for musical instrument. 
 The Arts and Culture Commission of Contra Costa 
County (AC5) sponsored a public recognition cer-
emony for the students July 8 at the meeting of the 
Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors.
 More information on AC5 and its activities is 
available at www.ac5.org.
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Marketplace
Danville  Weekly

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. 
You can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 12.

BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
A BEST-KEPT CLASSIFIED ADVERTI 

ADVERTISE EFFECTIVELY!  

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 

 

 

Looking for a cost efficient w  

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION 

120 Auctions
*LAND AUCTION*  

130 Classes & 
Instruction

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
 

 

Danville Boot Camp for Women  

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try Something New! 
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 

Piano Lessons  

140 Lost & Found

145 Non-Profits 
Needs

DONATE VEHICLE: 

DONATE YOUR CAR: 

155 Pets
1 mini dach. pup left  

ENGLISH BULLDOG PUPPIES  

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
BMW 2003 330xi  

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

Danville, 1140 River  
Rock Lane, July 25 9AM-3 PM 

July 26 9-4PM 

Pleasanton, 4261 Dundalk Ct., July 
25th and 26th 9-3p  

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques

220 Computers/
Electronics

240 Furnishings/
Household items

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY  

Golf Cart 

Steel Buildings Discounted 
 
 

 
 

 

250 Musical 
Instruments

KID STUFF

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
Experienced & popular Math Tutor  

High School Math Tutor 

 

Math & Chemistry Tutoring  

 

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps

Summer Day Camp 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

MIND
& BODY

450 Personal Growth

EMPLOYMENT

500 Help Wanted
*** AVON ***  

Part Time Data Entry  

525 Adult Care 
Wanted
Senior Caregivers Wanted  

550 Business 
Opportunities
ABSOLUTELY RECESSION PROOF! 

 

SPORTS MINDED  

START YOUR OWN  

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 

 

**AWESOME CAREER** 

 

DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS 
Needed! 

 
 

DRIVER - CDL Training: 

DRIVER- 

DRIVER: 

Pet Care/Grooming/Training General Contracting
Computer Help

Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2007 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse

www.furryfriends.tv

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating  
Healthy and 
Special Needs 

Pets

Trained professional, daily visits, 
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

Additions/Remodeling
Plumbing/Electrical

30+ year Tri-Valley resident

(925) 989.3809

www.HeierConstruction.com

CA LIC#837402 EEEEEEEEEEELet’s Make Your Home Beautiful!

Together with Kathleen Wills 
For Decorating Advice, Paint Color 

Custom Bedding, Drapery, Furnishings 
Kitchen and Bath Design

At Reasonable Rates
1st 1 Hour Meeting is FREE!

www.evansadesigns.com 
(925) 872-9138

EVANSA DESIGNS
Tree Service, Clean-Up & Aeration

Complete Yard Maintenance

$25 per visit on select homes
Call Martin

(925) 768-4528
For more information

completeyardmaintenance.com

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS
Call Art at 925-600-0840 Ext. #12

Decor & Drapery



DRIVERS:  
13 DRIVERS NEEDED. Sign-On Bonus. 
35-42 cpm. Earn over $1000 weekly. 
Excellent Benefits. Need CDL-A & 3 
months recent OTR. 1-800-635-8669. 
(Cal-SCAN)

GET CRANE TRAINED! 
Crane/Heavy Equipment Training. 

National Certification Prep. Placement 
Assistance. Financial Assistance. 

Northern California College of 
Construction. www.Heavy4.com Use 

Code “NCPA1” 1-866-302-7462.  
(Cal-SCAN)

HOME REFUND JOBS! 
Earn $3,500-$5000 Weekly Processing 
Company Refunds Online! Guaranteed  
Paychecks! No Experience Needed! 
Positions Available Today! Register 

Online Now!  
http://www.RebateWork.com (AAN CAN) 
INCREASE YOUR RAILROAD  
hiring potential! Train at NARS, Overland 
Park, Kansas. Complete training 4-8 
weeks. Average salary $63k. Lender 
info available. Conductor- Electrical/
Mechanical, Freight Car, Signal, Welder. 
1-800-228-3378. www.RailroadTraining.
com (Cal-SCAN) 

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL 
EXCHANG 

Representative: Earn supplemental 
income placing and supervising high 
school exchange students. Volunteer 
host families also needed. Promote 

world peace! 1-866-GO-AFICE or www.
afice.org (Cal-SCAN)

LOAN OFFICER OPPORTUNITY.  
US Home Funding seeks licensed Loan 
officers to work from home. Strong 
support, Excellent commissions. Phone: 
800-788-4498. Fax: 866-255-3371 or 
email: hr@ushomefunding.com (Cal-
SCAN)

MEDIA MAKE-UP ARTISTS 
earn up to $500/day for television, CD/

videos, film, fashion. One week  
course in Los Angeles while building 
portfolio. Brochure 310-364-0665 

http://www.MediaMakeupArtists.com  
(AAN CAN) 

SHIPPING & RECEIVING TRAINEES.  
Learn stock and inventory control man-
agement. Formal and on-the-job training. 
Fully paid training with scheduled raises. 
Paid relocation. Prefer H.S. grads to age 
34. Call 1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

TEACH ENGLISH ABROAD!!! 
Become TEFL certified. 4-week TEFL 
course in Prague, Czech Republic.  
Job assistance worldwide. Courses 

offered monthly. Course tuition 1300 
Euros. info@teflworldwideprague.com 
http://www.teflworldwideprague.com 

(AAN CAN) 
WANT HOME WEEKLY  
With More Pay? $.41/mile for company 
drivers! Home weekends and great ben-
efits! Run our Western region! Heartland 
Express 1-800-441-4953. www.
HeartlandExpress.com (Cal-SCAN)

BUSINESS
SERVICES

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

NEED HELP WITH QUICKBOOKS? 
Over 18 years experience in all 

aspects of bookkeeping. 
No job too big or too small! 

Call Linda at 925-918-2233

REAL ESTATE/CONST ACCT 
Also Projections, Loan Packages 

& Software Installs. Big 6 Exp. Call 
(925)425-9221

604 Adult Care 
Offered
ELDERLY CAREGIVER  
Live In / Out. Light housekeeping, meal 
preparation, errands & personal care. 
Call Kristi (925) 216-8718

609 Catering/Event 
Planning

All Events Hosting 
Need someone with a winning per-
sonality and great stage presence? 
I will be your announcer/emcee at 

your event: charity function, auction, 
talent show, wedding, school func-

tion, etc., any event that requires an 
announcer or presenter. I will travel 
anywhere in the Bay Area and my 

rates are very reasonable. 
 

All Events Hosting 
“A Professional, high quality experi-

ence.” 
tom.baxley@sbcglobal.net 

Phone (650) 888-8979 

645 Office/Home 
Business Services

GIVE ME A BREAK! 
Errand Services 

When you need a little more of you to 
go around. 

Call Raelene (925)964-0417

695 Tours & Travel
Professional Driver Services 

Prompt, experienced driver to trans-
port individuals or groups short/long 
distances, corporate or leisure travel 
to airports, proms, weddings, wine 

tours. Excellent references. Town Car. 
925.395.8181

HOME 
SERVICES

703 Architecture/
Design

DANVILLE CONCRETE 
Stamped Concrete, Patio, Sidewalk, 
Driveway, Pool Deck, Retaining Wall.  

Any concrete finishing 
(925) 736-8042

715 Cleaning 
Services

Affordable Housecleaning 
Service in Your Neighborhood 
Refs avail. 20 yrs. exp. Reliable.  

925-249-0399

ANDREA’S CLEANING 
Professional,Reliable,Affordable Ref’s 

Avail/13Yrs. Exp. 
925-339-2461

E.C. CLEANING SERVICE 
Res/Com - 10 Yrs Local Exp 

Move In/Out, Weekly, Bi-weekly  
Licensed - Insured - Bonded  

925-339-6411 or 640-3845
Paula’s House & Janitorial Servi

719 Remodeling/
Additions

OCI Construction 
Specializes in additions, and remodels. 
For your free consultation please con-
tact Jeff Martinez at 925-584-6535. 

License CA-B909255

726 Decor & Drapery
CHANGING SPACES 

by Jill Denton 
Interior Redesign, Staging, 

Design & Color Consultations. 
www.jilldenton.com 
(925) 998-7747 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

VALLEY GREEN LANDSCAPING 
Cement, Brickwork, Sod & 

Sprinkler Install, Fence/Deck Repair, 
Waterfalls, Fountains 

Driveways start at $8 sq ft 
925-285-3891 lic/bond 

www.valleygreenlandscaping.com

WISTERIA GARDEN DESIGN 
is a quality design Co. serving CCC 

for 16 yrs. We provide Custom 
Landscape Designs, Planting Plans 

& Hrly Consultations. CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT 925-935-3105 

751 General 
Contracting

Home Repair and Remodeling 
Licensed General Contractor  
Carpentry,Remodel-Kit/Bath, 

Electrical,Structural Repairs, Paint/
Drywall,Decks/Fences 

David 925.383.5180 #572951
MAHDevelopment.com 

Remodeling / Room Additions / Custom 
Homes / Outdoor Kitchens & BBQ’s 
- Calif Licensed General Contractor 

(Lic #913049). 20 years experience. 
Member BBB, NARI & NKBA. Free esti-

mates! Call 925-580-1673

757 Handyman/
Repairs
AAA COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS  
Electrical, Carpentry, Lighting, Drywall 
Repair/Texturing. Residential & Income 
Properties. Jon 510-733-5582

759 Hauling
HAULING & TREE SERVICE 

Yard & Garage Clean-Up, Dump Runs, 
Appl & Furn Removal, Tree & Shrub 

Trim and Removal 
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free Est 

925-899-5655 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

#1 JOE’S PAINTING & 
HANDYMAN 

Free Est / Reasonable Prices 
No Job Too Small! 

925-200-7333 lic# 624542

PERFECTION 
Painting & Wallpapering 

Free Estimates & Low Rates 
(925) 485-3545 or 699-5800 

CA Lic# 040142
SCOTT’S PAINTING 

Residential - Interior/Exterior 
Competitive Rates 

Over 20yrs in Pleasanton 
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured 
Call Scott 925-918-1874 

790 Roofing
ROOF MAN 

LICENSE # 345800 
Roof Maintenance and Repair. 

Roof and Gutter Cleaning. 
510-886-5353—Office 
510-886-3509—Cell 

REAL ESTATE

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Dublin, 3 BR/2 BA - $2145/mo

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 

photos and maps. Find  
your roommate with a click of the 

mouse! Visit: www.Roommates.com. 
(AAN CAN

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
GOVâ ™T HOMES!  
Low  $  Down !  
Bank Repos & Foreclosures!  
Call Now! 1-800-817-5249 (AAN CAN)  

Dublin, 3 BR/2 BA - $549,950

Livermore, 3 BR/1 BA - $300,000

Livermore, 3 BR/2 BA - $385,000

Livermore, 4 BR/2.5 BA - $649,000

Palo Alto, 5+ BR/3.5 BA  
3200 sf; cul de sac; top schools. 
www.irvencourt.com 408-482-1800; 
1,795,000

Pleasanton, 3 BR/2 BA - $769000

Pleasanton, 4 BR/2 BA - $769000

Zero Down!!, 4 BR/2 BA  
BUY A HOME WITH NO MONEY DOWN! 
Free list of zero down homes.Agt 
visit www.pleasantonhome51.com

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Five Star Resort  
Studio,$7950 cash, 650-210-9054 

rental4u2c.com  
Waikiki Hawaii Honolulu Condo 2 bed-
rooms 2 bathrooms , Fully Furnished 
Beach Location, Rates vary by season, 
1 866 657 2665, pictures http:// renta-
l4u2c.com rental4u2c@yahoo.com

Spend New Year’s In Maui 
1 bdrm ocean front timeshare 

in Kaanapali Beach-5 star resort 
12/27/08-1/3/09-$1,900 for wk, call 

(925) 872-8850

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
*LAND AUCTION*  
200 Properties Must be Sold! Low Down 
/ EZ Financing. Free Brochure. 1-800-
756-2087. www.LandAuction.com (Cal-
SCAN)

ABSOLUTE STEAL  
River Access! Washington 6 AC - 
$49,900; 15 AC - Old Farm Buildings 
- $89,900. Top quality acreage in stun-
ning setting! Limited available. EZ Terms. 
Call WALR 1-866-836-9152. (Cal-SCAN)

ARIZONA LAND BARGAIN  
36 Acres - $29,900. Beautiful mountain 
property in Arizona’s Wine Country. Price 
reduced in buyers market. Won’t last! 
Good access & views. Eureka Springs 
Ranch offered by AZLR. ADWR report 
& financing available. 1-877-301-5263. 
(Cal-SCAN)

FORECLOSURE SPECIAL!  
100+ Acre Colorado Ranch for $49,900. 
Year-round roads, utilities. Access to 
6,000+ acre recreation land. Call 1-866-
OWN-LAND x4392. (Cal-SCAN)

MONTANA HORSE RANCH  
and Hunting Camp. 160 acres w/moun-
tain views, $139,900. 480 acres - bor-
ders BLM Land, $349,900. Great birds 
and huge elk and deer. Miles and miles 
of BLM trails. Call 1-877-229-7840 www.
WesternSkiesLand.com (Cal-SCAN)

NEW ARIZONA LAND Rush!  
1 or 2-1/2 “Football Field” Sized Lots! 
$0 Down. $0 Interest. $159-$208 per 
month! Money Back Guarantee! 1-877-
466-0650 or www.SunSitesLandRush.
com (Cal-SCAN)

NEW MEXICO SACRIFICE!  
140 acres was $149,900, Now Only 
$69,900. Amazing 6000 ft. elevation. 
Incredible mountain views. Mature tree 
cover. Power & year round roads. 
Excellent financing. Priced for quick 
sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-9760. 
(Cal-SCAN)

NEW TO MARKET-  
Colorado Mountain Ranch. 35 acres- 
$39,900. Priced for Quick Sale. 
Overlooking a majestic lake, beautifully 
treed, 360 degree mountain views, adja-
cent to national forest. EZ terms. 1-866-
353-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

NEW TO MARKET.  
New Mexico Ranch Dispersal 140 acres 
- $89,900. River Access. Northern New 
Mexico. Cool 6,000’ elevation with stun-
ning views. Great tree cover including 
Ponderosa, rolling grassland and rock 
outcroppings. Abundant wildlife, great 
hunting. EZ terms. Call NML&R, Inc. 
1-866-360-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT 
PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Build a home  
with construction kitten 

Meet Eliot, an 8-week-old, male Tabby whose welfare 
was a top priority last week for workers at the Eliot 
Aggregate plant on Stanley Boulevard in Pleasanton. 
All day long, plaintive meows could be heard in the 
plant’s lunchroom that sounded as if they were com-
ing from above the ceiling. Believing the kitten was 
trapped, workers knocked two holes in the drywall 
before finally discovering the kitten hidden in a nearby 
bookcase.Too scared to move, Eliot’s meows reverber-
ated off the ceiling and confused all who were search-
ing for him. Workers affectionately named the kitten 
“Eliot.” Eliot needs an adult, indoor-only home where 
his confidence will grow and he can comfortably occu-
py somebody’s loving lap. Eliot loves petting and belly 
rubs, and he purrs when he is held and nurtured. Visit 
Eliot (pet # 78310) at the East County Animal Shelter, 
4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin, open daily 11:30AM to 
5:30PM, telephone 803-7040.

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH
P E T  O F  T H E  W E E K

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS 

Get your message  
in front of 80,000 readers  

in the most affluent  
communities of the Tri-Valley. 
For as low as $16.90/wk.

Call Art
(925) 600-0840 x12
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  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Prices are down, inventory is up,  
and mortgage rates are low 

by Evelyn Walker

As we move into the heart of summer, 
many East Bay residents are planning 
their annual vacation trips to the lake, 

the mountains, the coast or perhaps tropical 
locales like Hawaii or Mexico. Relaxing in 
such a beautiful setting often makes travel-
ers think about owning their own vacation 
home so the holiday never has to end.
 If thoughts of owning a second home 
have crossed your mind, this could be excel-
lent time to make the leap.
 After setting a record in 2006, sales of 
second homes dipped last year along with 
the real estate market overall, according to 
a new study by the National Association 
of Realtors. A greater inventory of avail-
able vacation homes, softer prices, and low 
mortgage rates have made this a buyer’s 
market for second homes—the first one in 
many years.
 According to data collected by NAR, the 
second-home market, including vacation 
homes and investment property, accounted 
for 33 percent of all home sales in 2007, 
down from 36 percent in 2006. There are 
7.5 million vacation homes and 39.0 million 
investment units in the U.S., the organiza-

tion reported.
 The overall decline in sales last year was 
expected. Second homes are discretionary 
purchases that tend to get hit harder during 
periods of economic uncertainty. In addition, 
credit tightening during the second half of 
2007 slowed purchases.
 Nonetheless, the long-term prospect for 
second homes looks strong due, in part, from 
growing demand from baby boomers who 
are looking for a vacation property to enjoy 
now as well as a good investment down the 
road. Currently, 38.7 million people in the 
United States are ages 50 to 59, 45.3 million 
people are between 40 and 49—prime years 
for buying a second home. Baby boomers are 
still in their peak-earning years. They have 
both the means and the desire to purchase 
second homes, and want to diversify their 
portfolio assets. 
 Vacation-home buyers know that home-
ownership offers good, long-term investment 
potential as well as immediate enjoyment. If 
you’re thinking about buying a second home, 
here are some things to consider:

offers things that interest you and your fam-
ily, whether it’s a beach resort, a lake prop-
erty, or someplace where you can play golf, 
hike, fish or ski. Your second home should 
also be close enough to your primary resi-
dence that you’ll be able to use it often. Most 
second-home owners have purchased within 

a few hours’ drive. Given soaring gas prices, 
this is probably more important than ever.

owners—about three-quarters—want to use 
their property exclusively and never rent it 
out, according to NAR. But buyers need to 
ask themselves whether they can afford all 
the costs of ownership without generating 
any income. Rental income can help offset 
mortgage costs and other expenses. However, 
renting can also create other challenges, 
including marketing, managing and main-
taining the property.

out your vacation home, it is important to use 
a good local property manager to look after 
it for you. While a property manager will 
reduce your income, he or she can save you 
lots of time by doing maintenance, cleaning, 
repairs, and improvements, as well as col-
lecting rent and marketing the property.

ocean, lake or golf course view property 
will cost more, it also will likely appreci-
ate more than a home without a view—or 
a view of the resort’s back parking lot. 
Remember, the same things that attracted 
you to a second home in the first place will 
attract a future buyer should you want to sell 
it down the road. 

Buying a second home can indeed be a 
good investment, but you need to know 

going in that not every vacation home will 
end up providing a strong return. There’s 
no guarantee that a vacation home will 
always appreciate in value, of course. And 
the second-home market can be much more 
cyclical and at the mercy of the economy 
than the primarily home market. 

that go into owning a second home or vaca-
tion rental property, including mortgage 
costs, homeowner’s dues, property taxes, 
property management, maintenance and 
renovation. Calculate the monthly expenses 
of ownership versus any rental income you 
might expect. Can you absorb a negative 

down and a growing inventory of homes for 
sale, there could not be a better time to buy 
a second home. However, finding the right 
property can be challenging. More than ever, 
it’s important to look to an experienced, 
professional Realtor to help you find the 
vacation home of your dreams. An agent who 
truly understands the market you are consid-
ering and who has qualified referral contacts 
in most vacation home markets, can help you 
purchase the right home for you, one you can 
enjoy for many years to come.

Evelyn Walker, a 22-year real estate 
veteran, is manager of Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage’s Danville office,  

600 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

Now is a good time to buy a vacation home

O P E N  H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D

ALAMO
3 Bedrooms

20 Kemline Ct. $1,499,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 997-5120
10 Camille Pl. $1,618,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451

4 Bedrooms
46 Vista Lane $1,495,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Intero Real Estate 672-2499

5 Bedrooms
101 Vagabond Way $2,295,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 577-0525

BLACKHAWK
3 Bedrooms

293 Live Oak Dr. $1,250,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451
133 Kingswood Cr. $905,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 577-4004

4 Bedrooms
34 Magnolia Pl. $1,895,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate  648-5346

5 Bedrooms
4065 Eagle Nest Ln. $1,325,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-1666

DANVILLE
2 Bedrooms

394 Ilo Ln., Unit 703 $455,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 577-4004

3 Bedrooms
56 Summer Hill Ct. $729,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-8411
35 Mountain Valley Pl. $754,950
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-8411
2107 Myrtle Beach Ln. $774,900
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4161
35 Saint Tropez Ct. $849,950
Sun 2-5 Intero Real Estate 998-5969

4 Bedrooms
4372 Mansfield Dr. $1,019,950
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 980-4816
585 Glasgow Cr. $1,029,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 518-1001

944 La Gonda Way $1,050,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 831-3337
820 Feather River $1,159,900
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 216-7092
718 St. George Rd. $1,375,000
Sun 1-5 Intero Real Estate 451-7287
520 Edinburgh Cr. $1,479,500
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 323-6311
11 Jillian Way $1,599,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 648-5342
5950 Bruce Dr. $3,998,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 209-3451
112 Lawnview Cr. $619,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4075
18 Haskins Ranch Cr. $835,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-1666
315 Gil Blas $875,000
Sun 1-4 Clarke Stone - Intero 855-4108
654 Adobe Dr. $984,900
Sun 1:30-4 Prudential  200-0426

5 Bedrooms
26 Old Town Ln. $1,175,000
Sun 1:30-4 Empire Realty 217-5078

SAN RAMON
3 Bedrooms

1504 Dawn Ct. $589,000
Sun 1:30-4 Intero Real Estate 586-5456
1103 Radiant Ln. $599,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 830-3999
140 Shadow Cr. $715,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 876-4459
929 Vista Pointe Dr. $789,000
Sun 1-4 Larry Williams - Intero 855-4128

4 Bedrooms
310 Andros Dr. $1,095,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4118
9367 Mediar Dr. $1,099,000
Sun 2-5 Intero Real Estate 251-2555
4108 Lilac Ridge Rd. $1,449,950
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4075
5577 Satin Leaf Way $2,289,000
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 736-8411
88 Shaw Pl. $759,000
Sun 1-5 Intero Real Estate 736-8411
856 Springbrook Dr. $854,900
Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate 855-4046

Views! Views! Views: Marvelously 
updated 4 bed 2.5 bath in gated 

community. On .7 acre. $1,499,000

Fabulously remodeled 4 bedroom,  
2 bath single story on .25 acres.  

Near De LaSalle Pool and Well. $739,000

Sky HY Ranch, LafayetteWalnut Creek

Stunning 6 bedroom 6 bath Custom 
Luxury Home on .73 Acre.  

$2,749,000

Exquisitely remodeled home on prime 
West Side Alamo Cul de Sac, Large Play 
yard, Pool, Privacy, Granite and Stainless 

Kitchen $1,850,000

West Side Alamo Single Story Alamo Springs Custom

X2000 X3000

X5000

24 Hour Free Audio Tour (866) 374-0607

www.The Combs Team .com

Visit www.thecombsteam.comNancy P. Combs Joe Combs

Professionals You Can
Count on!

Call Joe and Nancy

925-989-6086

SALE PENDING!

X6000

Read Joe and Nancy’s Real Estate 
Column in Alive East Bay Magazine



celebrating

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon
800.284.2878   www.sanramonmedctr.com

  2007 American Heart Association Performance Achievements Awards for Coronary Artery Disease 
and Heart Failure

  2007 UnitedHealth Premium® Specialty Care Center designations for Cardiac Surgery, Interventional 
Cardiology, and Spine Surgery

 2008 Best Nursing Team runner up for 'Advanced for Nurses'aw
ar

ds

Everyone knows that it’s not bricks and mortar, but great people who make you feel better. It’s why we pause each year to celebrate the extraordinary people that make our 

hospital a remarkable place. From the emergency room, to the operating room, to your room, we’re here for you.

Robin Saler Briscoe 
R.N.

Case Management

Pam Robson 
B.S., RHIT 

Health Information

Alison Leung 
PharmD

Pharmacy 

Mila Quilapio 
R.N.

Medical/Surgical Unit

Bob Leek 
PTA

Physical Therapy

Marjorie Toreja 
R.N., BSN

Definitive Care Unit 
Employee of the Year

Bill Edwards 
Patient Access 

Support Services Hero

 Sharon Glover 
R.N. 

Endoscopy

Alison Ozment 
RT(R)

Diagnostic Imaging

 Brooke Wales 
R.N., BSN 

Family Birthing Center
Ajay K. Jain 

RDCS
Cardiology 

Caregiver of the Year

Ruth Burk 
R.N.

Emergency

Not shown: Hawanda McCorley, CNA, Medical/Surgical Unit

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  C A R E


