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SHOP PROSPECT AVENUE

A Beautifui Place

JUST OPENED IN
The Art of Origami by Daniel Brooks at Leku Eder DOWNTOWN DANVILLE!

Talented artist and origamist, Daniel Brooks, : : : |
has captured the simplicity, beauty and fusion SR T

of Asian art. is love of fashion, fabrics and 145 E. Prospect Avenue, Suite 100 | Danville, CA 94526 | 925.831.9008
Japanese symbolism became the inspiration
for his exquisite and unique collages. www.FlipFlopsforFun.com

Come join us Thursday, Dec 18th 1pm - 7pm
Champagne Reception at Leku Eder ’ Sho p L - -

178 EAST PROSPECT AVE ~ 925-820-8012

dalﬁﬁi@

iﬁt/n;/l&mr)/aﬂay

Reserve your space today!

S PA G I F T If you have a business on Prospect Ave
C E RT I F I CAT E S ! and would like to advertise, call Andre'o

Heggelund 925-837-8300 x 232 or email
$ 1 5 9 aheggelund@DanvilleWeekly.com for
. ; details. We will publish this page again:
60 minute therapeutic massage Jan. 16, Feb. 13, March 6, April 10.
60 minute organic facial

30 minute infrared sauna treatment

or

$225 Come see whats new

90 minute therapeutic massage and pick up your Holiday
90 minute organic facial Git geRicgtes!

$25 to spend in our boutique
WWW.THEBODYADVENTURE.COM

160 E. PROSPECT AVE.
Gift certificates are beautifully wrapped for gifting %%W)l\ég(g_\/gglggAvaLE  wBopy

or can be mailed upon request. ADVENTURE
—

S & CRiTR

massage - skin care - body care - acupuncture - yoga
biofeedback - ionic foot cleanse - infrared sauna

145 E. Prospect Ave. Suite 202, Danville

925.837.7600
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ASKED AT THE LIVERY

Q:

COMPILED BY PATTY BRIGGS

How do you get your
Christmas tree?

| get my tree at Windmill Farms every year.
They are fresh and reasonable. | put it on my
patio with lights and it looks great. Best of all,
[ don’t have to haul it inside!

Noel Manion
floral sales

We go to the Christmas tree lot. This year we
are going to Blackhawk. We make sure the
whole family goes together and we always get
a Noble Fir.

Nancy and Carson Phillips

mom

We just went to the tree lot. It's on the car. We
went to the Rotary lot on Alcosta Boulevard
because the schools get some of the proceeds.
We always do it within the first week after
Thanksgiving. We like the Noble Fir because the
branches are thick and they hold the kids’
ornaments well.

Deena and Paige Collier
Retired deputy sheriff and preschooler

Our family goes to Sebastopol every year and
we cut it down. The kids play and we go to the
Apple Farm after. This will be our seventh year.

Steve Bergstad

owner of Bergie’s Burger Stop

| went to the tree lot this year. | have seven
children and when they were young we would
drive to Marsh Creek Road and cut it down.
Now it’s just me so my tree is 6 feet tall. |
decorate it with family memorabilia.

Shelley Donohue
sales associate

ABOUT THE COVER

For many families, including in the Danville area, there may be fewer presents under
the tree this year. For those who have lost their jobs or even their homes, it will be an
especially difficult holiday season. lllustration by Claire Nobles with thanks to Charles

Schulz.
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“the hottést fi’i‘ness Hance craée '

Kathy’sl Flealth Club Pre_sénié:
the  amazing - *

‘New Year's Z@(M‘l Eam

Master 7 ba Instr.uctors

“afitness club transformed into a Latin Dahce Club while working out” v

A dynamic masters fitness program that will blow you away.
Add some Latin flavor and international zest into the mix
and you've got Zumba®!

Open to the Public - Membership Not Required

This is a coed event. Minimum age 18

Hurry Space is Limited

@Gkt
(g i
63\) Advanced Purchase Pricing Ends 12-20-08

HOII ’@at
wo' CALL 925-426-0105 or 925-855-3855 %Y Gify

Ulhen: Saturday December 27th
Time: 5:00pm-6:30pm
Ulhere: Kathy's Health Club - Pleasanton, CA

Workout Attire Required
aerobic floor: carpet
Jazz Sneakers Recommended
or gym shoes with little tread

Get your news delivered
directly to your inbox

@xpress

This week’s top stories & hot picks

@xpress is a weekly update from the Danville Weekly delivered via e-mail every

Friday morning.

@xpress provides the perfect quick-read digest of local news and events in

the Danville area from the last week to the next. And all without any environ-

mental impact. - —
You will want @xpress to be in your e-mail inbox e = ’
every Friday morning. : =

Danville Weekly.com offers 24/7 coverage
of everything local:

« breaking news

« searchable restaurant and movie reviews

« conversations among community
members on Town Square
«and much more.

Sign up to try prressw at

www.Da nviIIeWeekIy.com
about advertising options

DanVﬂl in Express. Only 3 spots

W E E KLY available.

Call (925) 837-8300 to learn

>
- 1 P .
_osaued® T
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_ GIVE,THE GIFT OF GOLF~
U THIS'HOLIDAY SEASON-.

(INDIVIDUAL
PRICING)

Sign Up
Now and Save

31000

*Denotes savings on
individual initiation fee
with one-year contract.

'RANGE BALLS
SHOP DISCOUNTS
CHARGING PRIVILEGES
AND MORE...

T'HE BRIDGES

G O L F C LU B

9000 S. GALE RIDGE ROAD / SAN RAMON, CA 94582 / 925.735.4253
' WWW.THEBRIDGESGOLF.COM

the [ method

www.barmethod.com
childcare available

Walnut Creek, CA
1946A Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925.933.1946

San Ramon, CA
3211 Crow Canyon Place
925.830.8825

Diablo Magazine Best of the East Bay
“Best Bult Kicking Workout”

New Client Special*

30 days of unlimited classes for $100

*Visit www.barmethodeastbay.com to send you and your friends a free trial class.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

C¢ Foreclosure doesn’t

really pay any attention
to where you are. Just
your ability to pay.

—Sandy Hathaway of the Bay Area Crisis Nursery.
See story, page 12.

Combs is Business Person of Year

Remax Realtor Joe Combs, the Combs Team, was
awarded the Alamo Chamber of Commerce Business
Person of the Year Award during the annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony on Sunday.

“Joe Combs was selected from among nine nominees
for this prestigious award,” said Chamber President Rich
Wood of Epaynow.com. “His contribution to the Alamo
Chamber and the Alamo community over the years has
been exemplary. Joe has been the driving force behind
our annual scholarship raffle, and is a past president and
membership chair of our organization.”

Combs serves as the chairman of the board of the San
Ramon Valley YMCA and has been instrumental in rais-
ing the $3.1 million required to build its new facility. He
also has been involved with the Danville Area Chamber
of Commerce, where he has served as a board member
for the past five years as well as on the Golf Tournament,
Business Showcase and Marketing Committees. He and
his wife Nancy comprise the Combs Team.

Christmas at the museum
Santa Claus will be at the

Museum of the San Ramon
Valley from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,
tomorrow, Dec. 13, and
Saturday, Dec. 20, a chance
for children to share their
Christmas wishes and for
mom and dad to take pho-
tos. He will be in the gift
shop, which is also offering
shopping opportunities.

This is the first Christmas to
buy the book “Vintage Danville:
150 Years of Memories,” spon-
sored by the Town of Danville in celebration of its sesquicen-
tennial this year. Authors Beverly Lane and Laura Grinstead
will be at the museum tomorrow to personally inscribe books
and to talk about their experiences writing the book, which is
$35 plus tax.

The gift shop also offers other unique items, including
miniature wooden historic Danville buildings by artist Gary
Winter.

Ethan Casillas meets with Santa at
the Museum.

Home Tour raises money to help girls

It takes a village to put on a holiday home tour, and
more than 100 Danville-Alamo AAUW members are
volunteering as docents in the five area homes that are
open from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. today and tomorrow. Tickets are
available at Leku Eder, 178 E. Prospect Ave., Danville, or
Design Concepts, 3135 Danville Blvd., Alamo (Yardbird’s
Shopping Center), on the days of the tour. The ticket is
a map with the home addresses; they can be visited on
either day and in any order.

From the profits of last year’s tour, AAUW was able to pro-
vide a total of $8,500 for six college women who grew up in
this area, as well as sending six middle school girls to a week-
long residential summer camp held at various universities to
further their interest in math and science, at a cost of $4,500.

Home tour tickets cost $35; $25 for seniors. For ques-
tions, contact Mary at 831-1784. Peasant and the Pear,
Piatti’s, Pascal’s and Esin Restaurant are all offering spe-
cials to AAUW Holiday Home Tour ticket holders.
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Budget crunch hits Contra Costa County

Human services departments see heavy cuts, more to come

by Geoff Gillette

the financial hemorrhaging in

Contra Costa County, members
of the Board of Supervisors voted
on Tuesday to amend their budget
to reduce spending by $18.5 mil-
lion. Caught in the crossfire of
what is necessary and what can
be provided are children and the
elderly, as more than 200 positions
throughout the county will be lost.

In an effort to slow or stop

At their Dec. 9 meeting, super-
visors were brought face to face
with the people who would be
most affected by these cuts. More
than 270 people packed into the
board room in Martinez, with better
than 100 of them asking for time
to speak to the board and plead
with the supervisors to find another
way.

New County Administrator
David Twa outlined that the situa-
tion for Contra Costa County stems

from many factors, one of them the
state of California’s massive deficit
and the efforts of lawmakers to bal-
ance the budget. “As you know,” he
explained, “what happens too often
is these things roll down hill.”

As lawmakers reduced the fund-
ing for many local agencies and
projects, it has created a greater
demand on the county to provide
funding, and with revenues drying
up that is becoming a greater and
greater challenge. And it’s only

going to get worse. Twa is forecast-
ing that assessed property values
next year will continue to decrease,
as much as 8 percent.

As a result, Twa said he plans to
meet with all department heads in
January to examine the possibil-
ity of consolidation of services. In
February he will be back before the
board with further cuts in the area
of $10 million to $24 million.

» Continued on page 8

Alamo lights up for the holidays

Cold weather didn’t dampen the festive spirit at
Sunday’s Alamo Tree Lighting Festival, sponsored by
the Alamo Chamber of Commerce. The festivities were
attended by more than 200 people including little wide-
eyed youngsters anxious to tell Santa their Christmas
wishes.

Master of ceremonies Mark Curtis thanked the dozens
of volunteer workers and merchants that supplied the
free refreshments and the school choral groups for their
performances and presented Santa Claus to the crowd.

All during the festivities 20-some tables were busy
handing out food and drink along with two tables
designed to entertain youngster with craft activities.

—Frank Thornburgh

Danville sees shift in building permits

As town nears build-out, more permits sought for remodels

by Geoff Gillette

T ven as the economy began its
— downturn and home prices
A__staggered and fell, the build-
ing boom in Danville was shifting
away from new home construction
and into renovations.

Danville Development Director
Steve Lake said that the town’s
annual report showed an expected
decrease in new home construction
coupled with more sales of permits
geared toward residential modifica-
tion.

“We’re moving from being large-
ly new single family dwellings to
modifications of existing single
family dwellings. We’re seeing an
increase of activity on remodels
and additions,” he said.

Over the past seven years there
has been a dip and subsequent
climb of building permits sold in
town. The highest level in the past
seven years was in 2000-01 when
85 new residential permits were
sold. The current year is on track
to be the lowest of the seven, with
only 24 permits estimated.

Lake said there are several fac-
tors involved. The economy has an
effect, as does the housing mar-
ket. Build-out is also becoming
more of a factor, as the number of
available lots in town continues to
dwindle.

“There’s a certain number of
undeveloped sites, but how they
develop is a big question. They
don’t always go forward as antici-
pated,” he explained.

Commercial development is also
expected to show some increases
in the year ahead. “I expect to see

a jump in commercial permits this
year as we bring the Danville Hotel
project online and other active proj-
ects as well,” said Lake.

At this point, development rev-
enues remain relatively stable in
Danville since as one area slumps,
another shows an increase. “So far
this year our revenue projections
and budget vs. actual is on course.
Our expenditures are on target as
well,” Lake said. “We’re where we
want to be. Towards the end of the
year we’ll see what happens but for
now we're doing OK.” m
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16 running
for town
council
in Alamo

Election scheduled
for March 3

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

at 5 p.m., Friday, Dec. 5,

and 16 people are running
for the five town council posi-
tions in Alamo.

The town of Alamo will come
into existence only if residents
of the census-designated area
vote to incorporate. The election
is March 3.

The candidates and their list-
ed occupations are as follows:
*Diane M. Barley, banker
*Bob Connelly, retired commer-
cial banker
* Dennis
owner
*Vicki Koc, community volun-
teer
eKaren McPherson, manager,
telecommunications
*Steve Mick, retired university
administrator
eVishwas (Vish) More, retired
chief engineer
*John W. Morrow, retired/engi-
neer/manager
*Kevin G. Morrow, insurance
professional
*Randy Nahas, engineer/prop-
erty manager
*Karl K. Niyati, retired hospital
administrator
eJoseph “Joe” A. Rubay, busi-
nessman
e Grace Schmidt, retired admin-
istrator
*Roger Smith, business/prop-
erty owner
*Brad Stribling, retired elec-
tronics executive
*Brad Waite, CEO mortgage
banker

In the March election, if
incorporation passes, the two
candidates with the most votes
will serve four-year council
terms; the three candidates with
the next most votes will serve
two-year terms. The council
members will choose among
themselves for the first mayor,
which will be a rotating posi-
tion.

The deadline to file papers to
run for the position was Dec.
5, then Dec. 6-15 is the pub-
lic review period for the candi-
dates’ statements of qualifica-
tions. On Dec. 11 the Secretary
of State will conduct a drawing
of the letters of the alphabet to
determine the order in which
candidates will appear on the
ballot.

Write-in candidates can take
out papers from Jan. 5-Feb.
17. Absentee voting will begin
Feb. 2. m

I t’s final. The deadline passed

Johnson, business
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OUR DESIGNERS WILL TURN YOUR OLD
JEWELRY PIECES...
.INTO THE JEWELRY YOU HAVE
ALWAYS DREAMED OF!

JewelSmiths

Design  Restyle ® Restore

1600 #B Contra Costa Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
925-685-2943

www.jewelsmiths.com

181 Market Place
San Ramon
925-830-9130

Law Offices of:Terence Daniel Doyle
The Family-LawGroup

Family Law l

Family Law Mediation e
Trusts and Estates

Wealth Management

Terence Daniel Doyle

David J. Golde

Richard D. Grossman

Virgina L. Ekelund
Daniel T. Quane

www.Fami

CARPET « HARDWOOD « L AMINATE « TILE « VINYL

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

’* S
Register to win a FREE 8X10 Area Rug

(925) 426—RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd

OR SHOP-AT-HOME
WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

Min. 1000 sq.ft. * Exp. 12-31-08

Pleasanton, CA 94566 SEE OUR WEBSITE!
License #898787 e e ——————— = — -
Bonded ¢ Insured up to $2 Million ! ! ]
WE] =:h'_‘. Go Green with us! i $500 OFF : 50/0 OFF i
i INSTALLED | INSTALLED !
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM : HARDWOOD i CARPET !
1 0 1
i : :
1 _: 1
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Band member John Horn presents a plaque of appreciation to Dr. Lawrence Anderson
and Jan Anderson at the Christmas concert after they announced their retirement.

Passing the baton

Director Anderson leaving Danville Community Band

At the conclusion of the
Christmas concert by the Danville
Community Band on Sunday,
Director Dr. Lawrence Anderson
informed the audience that he was
passing on the baton. After eight
years, Anderson and his wife Jan,
who was business manager and
publicity director, are retiring from
their active roles although they
have been elected to the board of
directors.

“I felt it was time to turn it over,”
said Lawrence Anderson later this
week. “We’re just taking a less
active role.”

He had told the band members
at their last practice and they sur-
prised him with a huge plaque and
photo of the band. Mayor Newell
Arnerich presented him with a
proclamation from the Town of
Danville.

“Larry is going to be artistic
director,” said Jan Anderson. “He
will direct from time to time and
play the clarinet in the band.”

The Andersons founded the
band in 2001 after they moved to
Danville and felt it needed a com-
munity band. Anderson, a native

“It’'s been a fun ride
for us but we'’re
tired.”

—Jan Anderson,
wife of retiring band director
Dr. Lawrence Anderson

of Lafayette, had previously been
Director of Bands at UC Davis.

The Christmas concert last week
drew more than 750 people, said
Jan Anderson, the biggest ever
except for when the band per-
formed “That’s Entertainment!” at
the Lesher Center for the Arts in
June.

Associate Conductor Robert
Calonico is the new director of
the Danville Community Band. He
is also Director of Bands at UC
Berkeley.

“It’s been a fun ride for us but
we're tired,” said Jan Anderson.
“We want to travel more, do some
personal things, while we’re still
young enough.” m

TAKE US ALONG

— W |

Ruins and the Weekly

&

This group took the Weekly to the ancient Library of Celsus in
Ephesus near Kusadasi, Turkey, including (I-r) Dick and Katie Radler,
Alan Cotton, Cathy Fisch, Don Callahan, Ira Fisch, Judy Burke, Joanne
Cunningham, David Burke, Jerry Cunningham and Cyndy Cotton.

SSITg NYIHYIN



NEWSFRONT

Leku Eder in all its holiday finery. Owner Jeanette Ugarte said in decorating, she tried to work with clean lines accentuating the
Craftsman-style building. To see pictures of the other winners, go to www.danvilleweekly.com.

Danville business with
biggest ‘bling’ wins

Decorating contest makes downtown shine

by Geoff Gillette

Danville residents who went down-
town the day after Thanksgiving for
the tree-lighting ceremony got more
than they bargained for when they
saw that many of the downtown busi-
nesses had lit up as well.

It was part of the Storefront
Holiday “Bling” contest, spon-
sored by Mechanics Bank, as well
as the Danville Area Chamber
of Commerce and the Town of
Danville. Chamber President and
CEO Melony Newman said the con-
test was designed as a way to get the
downtown businesses to get into the
season. “It’s really meant to help
inspire the holiday spirit and get our
businesses to decorate.”

Mechanics Bank Office Manager
Jessica Smith agreed. “It’s an incen-
tive for our business owners to be a
little more creative in decorating
their businesses.”

The contest began Nov. 28 with
judges walking through the town
and looking at all the decorations.
Criteria for judging included ele-
gant window displays, storefront
lighting and holiday style. The only
caveat on the contest was that side-
walk decorations would not be part
of the judging.

Judges were Smith; Mechanics
Bank Assistant Vice President Tony
Kallingal; then-mayor Candace
Andersen; and Chamber Board
President Elaine Cortez Schroth.

On Dec. 8, Newman, Smith
and Town of Danville Economic
Development Director Jill Bergman
gave out awards to the top three
businesses. First Place went to
Leku Eder at 178 E. Prospect Ave.,
for its beautiful display, featuring
white lights and Chinese lanterns.

Owner Jeanette Ugarte was sur-

Danville Area Chamber of Commerce President Melony Newman (left) and Mechanics
Bank Office Manager Jessica Smith (right) present the first-place certificate and $1,000
check to Leku Eder owner Jeanette Ugarte.

prised to receive the first prize
award of $1,000.

“I'm thrilled. This is really good.”
She said her lighting scheme was
designed to work with their building.
“We used these clean beaded lights to
accentuate the Craftsman building.”

Ugarte said the task of putting
up the lights was made more chal-
lenging by the fact that it is an
older building. “There is no master
switch, so getting all those lights
on is a major thing without blowing
the fuses.”

Second-place honors went to
Sideboard. The restaurant, at 411
Hartz Ave., incorporated many
strings of lights as well as an illu-
minated sign spelling out the res-
taurant’s name.

Owner Ford Andrews said he got
the sign from one of his regulars.
“It came from some people who
dine here on a regular basis. They
do big displays for all the major

holidays. They had all the letters
and loaned it to us for our decora-
tions.” Sideboard received $500 for
its first runner-up finish.

Further down Hartz Avenue, the
beautiful blue cross on the door to
Chateau de Sable, as well as the
trimmings along the walkway lead-
ing into the day spa and salon at
551 Hartz Ave., netted it third place
and a check for $250.

Owner Richard Hee was all
smiles when presented with the
award by Smith and Newman.
“This is all new to us and it’s excit-
ing for this to happen,” he said.

This year marks the first time
the contest was held, but gauging
by the response and the degree of
“bling” that hit Danville, it won’t
be the last.

Jill Bergman said she was pleased
with the great response and hopes res-
idents will come downtown to shop
and see the beautiful light displays. =
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NORCAL

Weight Loss Center

. . -
Lose weight...and keep it off! py
* A Variety of Healthy Diet Programs

« Staffed by Professional Doctors & Nurses
* Lunch, Evening & Saturday
Appointment Available ! x ¢
Before L i
Shauntrell lost weight on our "ﬂ'
program and youlcan:too!

* Non-Medication Programs Available
« Latest FDA Approved Medications

|
Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments
Dr. David Melamed, MD _=

Dermatologist
925-846-5614

Unretouched clinical photo taken
while frowning before and 14 days
after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

NEW Botox® Service

for underarm perspiration problems!

Botox® Treatment
plus Free Consultation to new clients only
. Not valid with other offers. Expires 12-31-08
P H

FREE CONSULTATION | Pleasanton San Ramon
N lient 1 374 St. Mary St. | 2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
ew clients only | 9258465614 | 925 837-6400

12 hours after
treatment of smile lines
photo unretouched

Before
untreated smile lines
photo unretouched

A

Just in time for the Holidays.
Are you ready to look as young as you feel?

Introducing EVOLENCE®: the natural collagen dermal
filler that delivers immediate, natural-looking results
that last.

EVOLENCE® is indicated for the correction of moderate-to-deep facial wrinkles and
folds, such as nasolabial folds. EVOLENCE® should be injected into the mid-to-

deep dermis. Possible side effects of EVOLENGE are usually injection-site related

and includes mild swelling, redness, and pain. Other rare side effects include the
development of small areas of firmness under the skin at the treated sites that may be
notices when the areas are pressed upon. For more information, please contact us at
1.800.EVOLENCE (1.800.386.5362).

OrthoNeutrogena division of Ortho-McNeil-Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
© OrthoNeutrogena 2008 EV0-US-08-0028

EVOLENCE

a naturally younger-looking you

www.evolence.com

Elliott B. Lavey, MD

Board Certified: American Board of Plastic Surgery
Phone: 925-820-3633

Location: 913 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Suite 288, Danville, CA 94526

Danville Weekly ® December 12, 2008 ¢ Page 7



HealthWise Fitness and Consulting, Inc.

* Are you Tired?

* Out of Shape?

* Are you ready to get
the body you deserve?

In Home or Private Studio

Specializing in: weight loss, strength/
rehabilitation, sport-specific programs
and customized nutritional plans.

Phone: 925.930.4584 or Email: hwhitness@sbcglobal.net
http://www.healthwisefit.com

Did alcohol ruin another Thanksgiving?
Is your life spiraling out of control and your
family breaking apart? There’s HELP for
you and your family at R-Quest.

R-Quest has been helping Tri-Valley
family’s for over 10 years.

Simply call or email the office for
questions. Your family is worth it.

Office 925 426-0501 Email info@rquest.org web site www.rquest.org

Trina Turk « Bejeweled
Ann Ferriday  Da Nang
Twisted Heart
Faith Connexion
Ed Hardy ¢ Free People
Rebecca Beeson
Joe's Jeans
Frankie B.
Kasil Jeans
Red Engine Jeans

Nicky Hilton

50%

All Denim!

expires 12-31-08
(some exceptions apply)

350 Main Street, Suite E,
(off West Angela St.)

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-249-1209
www.shopsugarshack.com
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Arnerich continues Mayor’s Mornings

by Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Newly installed Danville Mayor
Newell Arnerich broke bread with
a long table of constituents at 7:30
a.m., Friday, Dec. 5, at Father
Nature’s restaurant and kicked off the
event by having the guests introduce
themselves. Then he told about the
winners of the Community Service
Awards, which had been given out
three days before.

“We had one award for 24 years
of service—that’s a first,” he said.
The award went to Councilman
Mike Shimansky, who served on the
Parks Advisory Commission start-
ing in 1984, then Parks and Leisure

Services in 1986, and on the Town
Council after being elected in 1989.
(For a complete list of awards, go
to www.DanvilleWeekly.com.)

Arnerich also told about the finan-
cial straits of the town, explaining its
reserves are in good shape, thanks
to careful planning and a five-year
budget whereas some towns leverage
their money with bonds.

“Here everyone penny counts,’
he said. “We have self-inflicted
discipline. ... We do projects after
we’ve saved money.”

“It is incumbent on us to spend
money that is ‘set aside,”” he added.
“We do our part to help the local
economy.”

Town Manager Joe Calabrigo
noted that Danville has only tapped
its operating reserve fund once in
26 years.

“Our credit rating is AA-plus,”
said Arnerich.

The next Mayor’s Morning will
be held at 7:30 a.m., Friday, Jan. 9,
at Father Nature’s on East Prospect
in Danville. Most of the events will
host a special guest, such as anoth-
er elected official, said Arnerich.

The morning gatherings are free
and open to the public. They are now
in their third year, having begun in
December 2006 under Mayor Mike
Shimansky and continued last year
with Mayor Candace Andersen. m

Budget crunch

» Continued from page 5

“It is bleak, it is difficult. There
are no easy solutions for this year
or next year,” Twa said. “We're
trying to balance the needs of our
employees with the need to provide
services as the economy continues
to decline.”

Officials looked toward the
area of Employment and Human
Services as an area to cut because
that department receives less state
and federal funding, forcing the
county to make up the difference.
Department Director Joe Valentine
examined their budgets, looked at
positions that were both staffed and
unstaftfed, and offered a proposed
reduction in the workforce.

The plan will call for deep cuts in
Child Protective Services and Adult
Protective Services. A total of 200
positions will be eliminated, with
layoffs occurring as of Dec. 31.

“This is the most painful propos-
al I've ever submitted in my entire
career,” Valentine stated.

The supervisors briefly looked
at the possibility of a mandatory
furlough for all non-emergency
county personnel in order to save
money, effectively shutting down
county government a few days dur-
ing the year and forcing employees
to take unpaid leave on those days.
However, the furloughs would have
to receive union approval.

Public comment on the resolu-
tion lasted more than three hours,
with each speaker allotted two min-
utes. Many spoke of the work done
by the social workers employed by
the county, the lives they’ve saved,
the children they’ve protected. And
they spoke of how cutting back on
their departments will put the chil-
dren and the seniors in the county
at risk.

Under the proposed cuts, Adult
Protective Services would see its
workforce reduced from 14 case-
workers to five. APS worker Valorie
Van Dahl said the cuts come at a
time when caseloads are continuing
to increase. Van Dahl said one of
the most profound problems they
are facing is financial abuse.

Van Dahl said that each year
seniors in California lose $4.8 bil-
lion in cash and assets. In Contra
Costa County she said that amount
would be around $134 million.
“Most of the people this happens to
are good people,” she said. “They
are lonely, they are befriended, and

Danville resident David Mitchell addresses the Board of Supervisors. A long-time foster par-
ent, Mitchell credited the services provided by Contra Costa County as the best of the best.

Lisa Dye took her children out of school to attend Tuesday’s Board of Supervisors meet-
ing. She told the board that without the services provided by the county, foster children
and others requiring social services would be seriously affected.

they become victims.”

David Mitchell, a 69-year-old
Danville resident, called on the
board to rethink cutting funding
for the foster care system in Contra
Costa County, calling it “the best
of the best.” Mitchell and his wife
have fostered 400 children over 39
years and he said the county’s pro-
gram has become the model for the
rest of the nation.

Some spoke about how the sys-
tem saved their lives, others talked
of the lives they’ve seen changed,
some brought pictures of their fam-
ilies.

After the public comment fin-
ished, board members briefly dis-
cussed the furlough option before
voting 5-0 in favor of the cuts.
District 3 Supervisor Mary Piepho
said even though board members

appreciated the words of all those
who spoke, in the end they had little
choice but to approve the spending
cuts. “We can’t spend money we
don’t have. And we’re not getting
it locally, and we haven’t been get-
ting it from the state for years.”

Piepho said part of the problem
is that the state has continued to
mandate programs and services but
is only funding them at the 2001
level, which has created a funding
gap that has grown to $33.2 million
annually.

“The gap keeps increasing each
year,” she explained, “and we’ve
been backfilling it, but we just can’t
backfill anymore.”

“If we’re flat now and we’re going
to lose another 2-8 percent next year,
you're going to keep seeing these
efforts and actions,” she added. m
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BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

A motherless child

t first I thought it might be a
A temporary problem. After all,

Flaky Flix had disappeared
from the grocery store shelves only
to reappear again, shorter and fatter
but basically the same.

Then I noticed that not just the
Iced Raisins were missing from the
cookie aisle in the grocery story;
there were no longer any Mother’s
Cookies. There must be a shortage,
I thought, kind of like when ancho-
vies disappeared awhile back. But,
no, the checker verified my worst
fears: Mother’s Cookies is out
of business; it closed its doors in
October.

I know economic times are bad,
but this was unexpected. I would
miss, in this order: Iced Raisins

(refrigerated), Flaky Flix, and those
little pink and white frosted circus

DR SARA DENMAN

animal crackers with sprinkles. I'd
never tried any of the others so
now I'm feeling guilty that I have
forced Mother into ruin. If only I
had been more supportive, bought
several packages a week instead of
one every few weeks.

Growing up in the 1950s in San
Jose we never had store-bought
cookies in our house. My real mother
did the baking, and it was always
chocolate chip cookies or peanut
butter. She also baked cakes and
cupcakes and pies. Anything bought
in a bakery was exotic to my sister
Diane and me, not to mention pre-
packaged cookies from the super-
market. Except for those little boxes
of animal crackers you can hang on
your wrist by a string—they were a
special treat if I had to suffer through
the week’s shopping.

Licensed Psychologist | PSY19808
Areas of Dr. Denman’s expertise include, but are not limited to:
parenting challenges, eating issues, substance abuse,
anxiety, depression, past and present trauma, life changes,
and all forms of PTSD including Veterans.

145 East Prospect Ave Ste 218 | Danville | 925-648-4941

Girl Scout cookies were another
exception to this rule since Diane
and I were both Scouts, and my
mother was her troop leader. But
this was seasonal and we bought
only a few boxes. Except for the year
that Diane’s friend Peggy proudly
reported she’d sold 50 cases when
in fact she’d sold 50 boxes. We
all bought extra cookies that year
because Peggy’s furious father said
she’d have to buy and personally eat
each one she didn’t sell.

My Aunt Marie and Uncle Bill in
San Francisco always had a touch
of glamour about them—not only
did they live in “the city” but they
always had store-bought cookies
in their cupboard. Today we would
call my aunt a career women—
she was in accounts receivable at
PG&E—but then she was regard-
ed as someone who’d never been
blessed with children so she might
as well work. This did not leave her
time to bake for her nieces.

Eventually I took over the bak-
ing of the chocolate chip cookies at
home. After all, a gal needs some
prowess in the kitchen. I added
peanut butter cookies after get-
ting married, since they were—and
still are—my husband’s favorite. It
was as an Air Force wife after my
husband was drafted that I discov-
ered the joys of buying packaged
cookies—they were just so darned
cheap at the commissary that it
didn’t make sense not to buy them.
And this led, eventually, to my love
of Iced Raisins.

Going on the Internet to read about
the closure of Mother’s Cookies,
I saw that some packages were
still available by mail order. Alas,
no Iced Raisins. I was surprised
at the variety of cookies the com-
pany had made—I’d never noticed.
I also learned that Mother’s Cookies
was started in Oakland in 1914
by a newspaperman named N.M.
Wheatley as a one-man operation,

so the story goes, and it expanded
in 1949. The Mother’s brand was
sold to a Belgian company by 1991
but the product was still baked in
Oakland. It closed the Oakland bak-
ery in 2006 and had several own-
ers before it filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy in October, citing the
rising cost of raw materials and fuel.
The 60 truck drivers who distrib-
uted Mother’s Cookies in California
were laid off overnight.

Then I spotted a recent AP story
with a wondrous headline: “Kellogg
buys Mother’s Cake & Cookie Co.’s
recipes.” The story said Kellogg
plans to reintroduce Mother’s most
popular cookies, naming the iced
animal crackers, sandwich cookies
and wire cut cookies. I can only
hope it will also bring back Iced
Raisins.

See you in the cookie aisle.

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli
can be e-mailed at
editor@ DanvilleWeekly.com.

The Holldays At Brldges

Christmas Eve
3-Course Prix Fixe Dinner
$42-$52 per guest

New Year’s Eve
3-Course Prix Fixe Dinner
$47-$62 per guest

VOTE NO ON
INCORPORATION!

ALAMO SPOTLIGHT

YOUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE
www.AlamoSpotlight.com

4:00-8:00pm
2-Course Children’s Menu
$8.00

5:00-10:00pm
Complimentary Champagne
Toast and Chocolate Truffles
at Midnight

44 Church Street
Danville
925.820.7200
www.bridgesdanville.com

= >

B RIDGTES

RESTAURANT & BAR

WE @) ALAMO

Help support our fight
against incorporation!

Volunteers and/or Donations Welcome!

Christmas Eve
Open 11-7

New Year’s Eve
Open 4:00
Live Music

Champagne Toast
at Midnight

480 Hartz Avenue
Downtown Danville

theVINE

Email: focus@alamospotlight.com
Phone: (925) 820-8158
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EDITORIALS « LETTERS ¢ OPINIONS ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES IN OUR COMMUNITY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Incorporation is
fiscally vital

Dear Editor:

The independently produced
Comprehensive Fiscal Analysis
(CFA) of Alamo incorporation is
a conservative document. It reports
the audited, county-certified costs,
including law enforcement, that
Contra Costa County presently
spends on services to Alamo and
adjusts those costs for inflation for
10 years.

It adds the state-required 10
percent surplus and conservatively
adds another 10 percent contin-
gency to protect against any low
cost projections.

It itemizes the revenues reported
by the state and the county that
would come to an incorporated
Alamo, adjusting those revenues

for inflation at a lower rate than the
inflation rate for costs.

It shows healthy nest egg in all
funds for the new town—general
fund, roads fund, and parks fund—
for 10 years.

It is the only state-managed CFA
ever performed on a community
looking to incorporate in Contra
Costa County.

Contra Costa County, Alamo’s
present local government, recently
disclosed a $1.7 billion unfunded
liability for employee benefits. It
must cut services and dramatically
increase revenue-generating devel-
opment in the unincorporated areas
to struggle to stay fiscally afloat.

In the current economic climate,
I will vote, for fiscal reasons, to
incorporate Alamo.

Jeanne Tate,
Alamo

Give your Love the
Ultimate Gift of All..

at Faz in Danville
a Romantic

at Faz in Danville

for future Faz fun!

The Gift of Confidence

Ultimate Fitness Academy offers the best kids Brazilian Jiu-jitsu and MMA
program in the tri-valley area. Your child will discover that through self-
discipline and perseverance he or she can accomplish almost anything. Your
child will develop the following character building attributes:

« Self-confidence

EDITORIAL « THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

Try eGiving
to charities

Every day we are faced with new ways that the eco-
nomic downturn is affecting people.

Gordon Getty cancels his 74th birthday bash, and the
evening’s limousine service finds its biggest contract of
the year kaput, not to mention the caterer and all its per-
sonnel, the entertain-
ers, and everyone else
who would have been
involved.

Individuals decide
to give less or nothing
to their favorite chari-
ties without realizing
that other donors are
also cutting back. And
this is at a time when
people need food
banks and other help
more than ever. Now
is probably a time to
increase donations if
at all possible.

Stand! Against Domestic Violence, which serves the
county with hotlines and emergency and interim shel-
ters, says that not only have contributions fallen but its
services are needed more than in good economic times.
It reports that since fall 2007:

* Emergency calls to its crisis line have doubled;

* Requests for emergency shelter are up 20 percent;
and

* Requests for victim assistance from police, hospital
and BART stations have increased eight-fold.

“It’s no secret that funding has become significantly
more challenging during the past couple of months with
the economic downturn,” said Gloria Sandoval, Stand!
executive director. “But we’re relying on the fact the
compassionate local residents value our services and will
continue to support the life-saving work of Stand!”

One way to help others without a financial output is to
sign up for Scrip. The schools have been soliciting their
communities for decades to benefit them this way while
buying groceries and other everyday purchases, although
the actual paper scrip is a thing of the past. Now any-
one can go online and enter Stand! or any other worthy
organization, put in a credit card or a discount store card
such as Safeway and have a portion of purchases auto-
matically donated. The Web site is www.escrip.com and
nonprofit groups to benefit can be found by ZIP code.
The ZIP code for Stand!, by the way, is 94520.

Now anyone can go
online and enter Stand!
or any other worthy
organization, putin

a credit card or a
discount store card
such as Safeway, and
have a portion of

the purchases
automatically donated.

YOUR TURN

The Danville Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of
local interest. The deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for that Friday’s edition.
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* Realistic “real-world” self defense skills
* Increased physical aptitude and fitness
* Discipline

e Leadership skills

* Self-reliance

All Brazilian Jiu-jitsu classes

are taught personally by renowned
Brazilian blackbelt and MMA competitor
Professor Alexander Crispim.

Ultimate Fitness
Academy

925-867-3488
3120-A Crow Canyon Road

Barry E. Anderson, Fitness Director UltimateFitnessAcademy.net
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Community Pulse

* OBITUARIES -

POLICE BULLETIN

Joyride lands Danville teens in trouble

The time honored teen tradition of doing donuts—where the
driver spins the wheels of an auto forcing the car to swing around
and around in circles—ended with a pair of Danville teenagers sit-
ting in the back of a police car.

Danville police Lt. Mark Williams said shortly after midnight,
Saturday, Dec. 6, that an officer was driving near John Baldwin
Elementary School when he noticed a pair of autos parked with
their engines running in the parking lot.

When the two vehicles left the premises, the officer pulled them over
to determine what they were doing at the school so late. On approach-
ing the auto, the officer noted that the undercarriage of one of the
vehicles was coated with mud and wet grass. When he asked the driver,
a 17-year-old Danville resident, why it was there, the driver admitted
that he had been doing donuts on the sports fields behind the school.

A second officer was called to watch over the youths while the first
officer went behind the school to check out the damage. On his return,
the officer placed the driver under arrest for felony vandalism.

A search of the car turned up a backpack containing a controlled
substance, as well as a quantity of marijuana packaged for sale.
A 15-year-old passenger admitted the backpack was his and was
arrested on charges of possession of a controlled substance and
possession of cannabis for sale.

Estimates on the cost of repairing the damaged sports fields were
not available at press time.

Williams said since the teens were cooperative and this was a
first offense, both were remanded to the county’s juvenile diversion
program. He said that they will most likely have to make restitution
for the damage as well as perform community service as part of the
diversion program.

If the youths do not complete the diversion program, the case
then goes to the juvenile court system.

—Geoff Gillette

BIRTHS & WEDDINGS

The Danville Police Department made
the following information available from

its incident summary report:

Tuesday, Dec. 2

e |dentity theft on Dunhill Dr. at 2:07
p.m.

® Auto burglary on Valle Vista Dr. at
3:01 p.m.

* Misdemeanor hit-and-run on
Fostoria Way at 6:24 p.m.

e Grand theft on Diablo Rd. at 9:01
p.m.

e \ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on Diablo

Rd. at 10:47 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 3

e Suspicious circumstances on
Rockhaven Lane at 2:33 a.m.

e Accident, property damage, on

Hartz Ave. and Railroad Ave. at

11:15am.
e Accident, property damage, on

Hartz Ave. and E. Prospect Ave.

at 11:37 a.m.

e Warrant, arrest, on Park Hill Rd. at
1:02 p.m.

e Accident, major injuries, on Podva

Rd. and Podva Lane at 4:13 p.m.
e Accident, major injuries, on Montego

Dr. and Ocho Rios Dr. at 4:13
p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 300

block of Hartz Ave. at 6:21 p.m.
e |dentity theft on Cedar Hollow Dr. at

7:03 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 4
e Petty theft from vehicle on Romae

POLICE LOG

Ct. at 6:07 a.m. and 7:35 a.m.
e Auto burglary on El Pinto at 8:28 a.m.

e Forgery of fraudulent documents on
100 block of Hartz Ave. at 8:44
a.m.

e Auto burglary on Fountain Springs Cir.
at 10:43 am. and 11:03 a.m.

e Auto burglary on El Pinto at 1:35 p.m.

e Minor in possession of alcohol on
3400 block of Camino Tassajara
at 6:02 p.m.

e Party disturbance on Scout PI. at
11:03 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 5

e Suspicious vehicle stop, arrest, on
Brookside Dr. at 12:23 a.m.

e \ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on Hartz
Way and River Rock Lane at
12:28 am.

e \/ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on Diablo
Rd. and northbound 1-680 on
ramp at 1:52 a.m.

e Petty theft on Lily Ct. at 9:59 a.m.

e Credit card fraud on La Gonda Way
at 10 am.

e Vandalism on Brookside Dr. at 12:21
p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Front
St. at 1:25 p.m.

e Accident, property damage, on Town
and Country Dr. at 3:40 p.m.

e Drugs violation on Brookside Dr. at
3:38 p.m.

e \ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on
Sycamore Valley Rd. and
Tunbridge Rd. at 12:28 a.m.

e Accident, property damage, on

northbound I-680 off ramp and
El Pintado at 7:41 a.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on
Phoenix St. at 10:24 a.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on
Fostoria Way at 11:32 a.m.

e Credit card fraud on 3400 block on
Camino Tassajara at 11:48 a.m.

e Credit card fraud on 3100 block of
Stone Valley Rd. at 12:11 p.m.

e Petty theft, shoplift, arrest, on
Fostoria Way at 7:25 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Diablo
Rd. at 7:45 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on 300
block of Hartz Ave. at 8:38 p.m.

e Petty theft on Western Star Pl. at
8:42 p.m.

e Trespassing on Brookside Dr. at
9:42 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 6

e Misdemeanor driving under the influ-
ence (DUI), arrest, on Camino
Tassajara and Sycamore Valley
Rd. at 6:28 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Diablo
Rd. at 7:56 p.m.

e Misdemeanor hit-and-run on Paraiso
Dr. at 8:48 p.m.

e VVandalism on Brookside Dr. at 8:52
p.m.

e Battery on Franciscan Dr. at 8:52 p.m.

e Petty theft on San Ramon Valley
Blvd. at 9:03 p.m.

e \ehicle traffic stop, arrest, on

Camino Tassajara and Conejo
Dr. at 10:46 p.m.
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INFORMATION CENTER ¢ 5698 STONERIDGE DR. =

EGUALHOUSING
GPPORTUNITY

what If

EVERYTHING YOU WANTED
WERE RIGHT HERE?

Now you can expect more from your
retirement. The future you want, on
your terms, is coming to the area you
love — including more choices, from
single-story villas to resort services and
amenities. More flexibility, without the
burdens of home and yard maintenance.
More peace of mind, with a solid plan in

PLEASANTON, CA 94588 ¢ 800-849-0023 « STONERIDGECREEK.COM

Continuing Life Communities Pleasanton LLC, dba Stoneridge Creek Pleasanton, has received authorization to accept deposits from the California Department of Social Services.

you love most.

place for the future — for you and those

If youre ready to expect more from
retirement, then you're ready to learn
about Stoneridge Creek, California’s
newest Continuing Life® community,
coming soon to the East Bay. Call us at
800-849-0023 today.

=

A CONTINUING LIFE® RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

STONERIDGE
CREE KP-/LEASANTON
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“People are reassessing their priorities
for what they're doing. Why they're alive.
Why they have families. Why they're

working. What their wealth is for.””

The Rev. Scott Farmer, Community Presbyterian Church

hunker-down
Christmas

Recession forces folks to
re-evaluate their holiday plans

by Meghan Neal

he holiday season is here once again. But

for many families in the Danville area, the

celebrations will be toned down this year.

Some will have fewer presents under the

tree, or perhaps forgo the six-hour drive to
see the cousins. But others, who have lost their jobs
or even their homes, face an especially difficult
holiday season.

News of the current economic crisis is ubiqui-
tous. Here in Danville and Alamo though, folks
tend to be hush-hush about financial woes, leading
some to falsely assume that the crisis has skipped
right over the Diablo Valley.

“We think we’re Teflon. We’re not Teflon,” said
Patricia Briggs, a real estate appraiser with Einstein
Appraisal Services in Danville. “Every month it
gets worse and worse and worse, and people are
suffering.”

According to Robert Combs, a Danville Realtor
and member of the Danville Planning Commission,
there were just more than 200 cases in 2008, as of
November, of Danville homeowners issued a notice
of default for failing to make mortgage payments.

Approximately 43 of the 200-plus default cases
resulted in foreclosure, according to HdL Coren &
Cone, a company that does consulting and tracking
for the Town of Danville.

That’s about 20 percent. The other 80 percent
either worked something out with the bank or was
able to somehow liquidate the house on their own,
estimated Town Manager Joe Calabrigo. Danville
has about 15,500 housing units, said Calabrigo.

“I think it’s fairly safe to assume that our (fore-
closure) numbers are up, as they are everywhere,”
said Calabrigo, adding that defaults and foreclo-
sures are lower in Danville than most other towns
in the county. “Our numbers certainly are the low-

est in the Tri-Valley,” he said. In east Contra Costa
County the numbers are in the thousands.

“It’s kind of taboo here. They don’t talk about it,”
Briggs said. “What happens here is people define
foreclosure or bad mortgages with poverty, and it
isn’t about poverty anymore, it’s about business
sense.”

It’s not a question of how much money you
make, it’s a matter of how far you’ve leveraged
your assets, using them as credits to allow for more
spending, she explained. Many families had good
jobs bringing in a healthy income, so they could
afford a big house, nice car and get used to a certain
lifestyle. But if one piece of the puzzle goes, the
rest falls apart with it.

“It’s not that they can’t afford their lifestyle, but
they can’t afford to lose a job,” said Briggs. “It’s
like the house of cards that slowly falls down.”

One family she met had two children, ages 4 and
6. The mother was a mortgage broker and the father
was president of a big company. Both were laid
off. They found themselves stuck with a $2 million
house and no income. They went through their sav-
ings while searching for employment, and ended up
losing their home to foreclosure and moving in with
the kids’ grandmother.

“They lost their dream house, jobs and all their
savings,” said Briggs. “This was a very successful
family that lost everything.”

“Everybody is in this mess together, and it’s ter-
rible,” she added.

On the other hand Danville does have its fair
share of fiscal conservatives. Those that didn’t
extend their consumer debt further than they should
have were better prepared to withstand the finan-
cial crisis, said Danville 2008 Mayor Candace
Andersen.

“I’'m finding a lot of families who have always
lived conservatively. So they’re not using their
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house as a piggybank,” she said. “So though their
401K may not be what it used to, they’re still mak-
ing ends meet.”

She advocates fiscal preparedness.

“I think living within one’s means is a unique
concept to many. Again, it’s the old ‘if you don’t
have the cash in the bank then don’t buy it,”” she
said. “Interest is something that should be earned,
not paid.”

But it’s easy to get wrapped up in achieving a
certain image or status. Many people in Danville
and Alamo identify with their wealth, said Briggs.

“It’s definitely about the look, and the house is
part of the look,” she said. “They always have to
have one up on the Joneses.”

With foreclosures rising, what your neighbor
is doing can have an entirely different effect on
families, by bringing down home values. Often the
bank will sell foreclosed homes for far less than
what they’re worth. This drives down the values of
nearby homes.

In Danville the housing market is still strong
enough that most of the foreclosed homes are
selling, said Andersen. You don’t see abandoned
houses and buildings lining the streets like in
some other towns in the Bay Area.

According to DataQuick, a real estate
information resource, as of October
this year home sales in Danville
have declined about 28 percent.
Home values are down 4.3
percent. Alamo folks are a
bit better off. The median
home price, $1.3 mil-
lion, is slightly higher
than this time last year,
and sales have actually
increased.

“Danville is an
attractive place to live
because of our schools,
parks and community,”’
said Andersen. “People
still want to move here.”
Those who are in a posi-
tion to purchase a home
are using the foreclosures
and weak housing market as an
opportunity to buy.

But for the hundreds of families who
are losing their homes, it’s not about numbers or
percentages. Particularly for those without relatives
or a support system nearby—where do they turn?

“If you don’t have a place to live, even if you
have a job, how do you do the basic things? You
know, take a shower, get ready for work. ... How
do your children survive?” said Sandy Hathaway,
community relations coordinator at the Bay Area
Crisis Nursery.

The crisis nursery offers a safe place for chil-
dren to stay whose parents have been foreclosed
on. It doesn’t provide housing for the adults but
gives them the opportunity to focus on solving the
problem without having to worry about the child’s
care.

Hathaway said she has seen people come to the
nursery who never thought they’d find themselves
in this kind of situation.

“Foreclosure doesn’t really pay any attention
to where you are,” she said. “Just your ability to
pay.”

Ideally, a financially responsible person should
have enough saved to live for several months even
if they lose their job, said Andersen. But in today’s
job market, with widespread layoffs, it could take
longer than that to find employment.

The unemployment rate in California is at 8.2
percent, up from 6.8 percent six months ago,
according to U.S. Department of Labor statis-
tics. Mervyns going out of business hit the area
hard, and many large corporations—Yahoo! and
Washington Mutual—are laying people off in
droves. Retailers who count on sales from the holi-
day season are entering December with their hearts
in their throats.

“It’s unprecedented,” said Andersen. “I am see-
ing more people be laid off than I've previously

“Everybody is
in this mess
together, and
it's terrible.”

Patricia Briggs,
real estate appraiser

seen in any time. I think all of us know someone
who’s been laid off.”

Attendance at the popular Job Connections pro-
gram held by Danville’s Community Presbyterian
Church has nearly doubled over the past several
months, said CPC pastor Scott Farmer.

“We’ve had to find more rooms, more space,” he
noted. “We’ve outgrown their rooms.”

The program’s membership of about 2,400 peo-
ple act as an extended networking tool to help
people find jobs and contacts.

“We’re one of the largest and most reputa-
ble professional networking groups in Northern
California,” said Job Connections director Dean
Tracy. “When you get down to the fine print, it’s
really about developing a sense of community
where people can feel safe, where they can feel
welcome, where they can feel supported.”

About 100 to 200 people meet each week on
Saturday mornings.

“When the mortgage meltdown started happen-
ing, obviously we had a lot of people coming from
different banks,” Tracy said. “Right now I would
say it’s across the board.”

“One of the things I have said early on is
it doesn’t matter where you are in the corpo-
rate food chain when you’ve lost your job.

When you come to our program, you're
all making the same amount of

money: zero or unemployment,”
he said.

Danville resident
Shashi Dosaj is a member
of the program and has
been looking for a job
for almost a year. She
has a masters degree
and has held senior
level positions in the
high tech industry. She
said these days it’s all
about who you know.

It’s not as simple as

sending out your resume
and expecting a call back.
“Boy, it has changed,”
she said. “It’s not easy trying
to land a job anymore.”
Unemployment is a very real
problem, and it’s affecting people living
in Danville just as much as anywhere else, she
said.

“They’re living there because they could afford
it, and they could afford it because they have good
jobs. But when the layoffs come they don’t look
at where you’re living,” she said. “When layoffs
come, layoffs come.”

What really worries people is getting to the point
where there are more people that need jobs than
there are jobs available. When will we hit the bot-
tom of this financial crisis? CPC and other resources
around the community are offering people support
through the difficult time. Farmer said the church
encourages people to have hope that good things
can come from this downturn.

“People are reassessing their priorities for what
they’re doing. Why they’re alive. Why they have
families. Why they’re working. What their wealth
is for,” he said.

Danville Mayor Newell Arnerich noted at his
recent installation that during tough economic times
it’s important to take care of your family and your
neighbors, including shopping at stores in town.

Andersen, too, encourages everyone to support
local businesses and come to downtown Danville to
shop. But she noted that being forced to scale back
spending and get back to the basics isn’t necessarily
a bad thing.

“Going for a walk can be just as fun as going to
a theme park,” she said.

She suggested giving a homemade Christmas
gift this year—a poem or picture. That can be even
more thoughtful than a big shiny toy.

“Certainly when we live in an affluent community
there’s a tendency to want to have what your neighbor
has,” Andersen said. “But I think people are recogniz-
ing that’s not what makes you happy.” =
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Massage Envy's professional therapists will help you feel rejuvenated when it's most
convenient for you. A soothing one-hour session is only $49 for first-time guests.
And Massage Envy is open weeknights and weekends to accommodate your busy
schedule. So whether you want to unwind after work or enjoy a soothing Sunday
afternoon, you can always find Heaven, at Massage Envy.

Walnut Creek
1815 Ygnacio Valley Rd.

across from Heather Farms

925-478-3838

Introductory 1-Hour
San Ramon Massage Session
3191 Crow Canyon PI., #K

in Crow Canyon Commons

925-866-3838

Convenient Hours Mon-Fri 8 am-9 pm | Sat 8 am-8 pm | Sun 10 am-6 pm | MassageEnvy.com

* Valid for first one hour session which consists of 50 minute massage and time for consultation and dressing. © 2008 Massage Envy Limited, LLC.

Gfeyan/ and %efaxzby
SPersonalized %’ofessionaf
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BOLLINGER NAIL SALON LOCATIONS
San Ramon - Bollinger Canyon Road
18080 San Ramon Valley Blvd ... (925) 830-9700

San Ramon - Crow Canyon Road
2441 San Ramon Valley Blvd . . . .

Pleasant Hill
1420 Contra Costa Blvd

Walnut Creek
1661 Mzt. Diablo Blvd

(925) 838-6300
(925) 680 8600

(925) 938-2500

For our clients and employees safety we discard

all non-reusable items. We sterilize all re-usable
instruments with an Auto Clave.

www.Bollingernailsalon.com
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A special place for women's apparel

for casual elegance with C & L Women'’s Fashion o | FINE JE
a sense of style. Come see these 814 Sycamore Valley Rd. West
gorgeous reversible French Capes 925.837.6876
- Perfect for gifts or for yourself! www.cottonandlace.com 404 Sycamore Valley Rd
Keep out the chill this season in style! 925-838-3060

www.stephensfinejewel

glg”tjoy [/”t%li?ayd

Enjoy all the stores & restaurants
at the Danville Livery and
Celebrate the holiday season!

Carolers every Saturday in
December, 11am - 2pm.

Please bring your camera and take pictures with Santa.

Santa’s Holiday Schedule:

Patrick David's

Saturday & Sunday, < .
December 13th & 14th 11am - 2pm Available
Saturday & Sunday, $26.0(
December 20th & 21st 11am - 2pm
Monday & Tuesday, ‘ Th‘ree C
December 22nd & 23rd 6pm - 8pm Price does r;\?ftlrzluqle
(¢] Vall
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Elegant Clutter’s Having A
Holiday Blow-Out Sale

30% off
Holiday
N 20% off
Floor Furniture
. -

W Please bring in this ad to receive the discount prices.

WELRY —
7_‘ ELEGANT CLUTTER
W . ¢ ? Furniture . Home Accents - Interior Design
. Wes —
yv.net 702 Sycamore Valley Rd. West

925-837-1001
www.elegantclutter.com

Perfect fit every time.
We carry all your favorite brands and a few
l \h
’
aodla

Restaurant & Bar

Patrick David’s
416 Sycamore Valley Rd. West
925-838-7611
www.patrickdavids.com

New Prix Fix Menu
Every Evening

) per Person

ourse Dinner

> Beverages, Tax or Gratuity
ible on Holidays

West Side Salon was created with comfort, warmth &
relaxation in mind. We know that looking good is about
feeling good. West Side Salon offers hair design, color

treatments, hair extensions and skin care.
Visit us and let us indulge you.

West Side Salon
407 Sycamore Valley Rd. West
925-743-0745

you may have never heard of.

5 of Danville

Shuz of Danville
600 Sycamore Valley Rd. West
Danville, CA 94526
925-820-8660

(925) 838-7070  www.danvillelivery.com
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® Remodeling
* Kitchens

® Baths
SHAWN LOBER
e Additions \CONSTRUCTION)

Visit our Showroom
Kitchens of Diablo
680 San Ramon Valley Blvd Danville

(925) 838-4210

www.shawnlober.com Lic.#322951

Complete Service
& Repairs

_________________ s T g S
-
=

Your First
Month Service

with 6 months service ‘

“Any Pool =%
Repalir 3

o
—
- »

T
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1.
Grols
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AFFORDABLE PROFESSIONAL HAULING

We make getting rid of your unwanted junk as easy as 1-2-3;
we load, we sweep, and then we haul away. It's that easy!
Plus we do it with a smile!

We are now offering electronic waste recycling for free
at eRecycleOnUS.com.

Book online at
www.dumploadsonus.com
or call 925-934-3743
to speak with one of our
helpful junk consultants.

&b We’re #1! Best Carpet Cleaning

o = > T

. _Rec | ,Receive .

7m. ‘-1_d.- ‘ ,_1...- !
OR

Family Owned & Operated @iice 195589
THE ORIGINAL

G Iover,s DEEP Steam
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

ODOR REMOVAL SPECIALIST

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE r-‘-I o | =N
IF YOU DON'T SEE IT HERE, JUST ASK! 1 S .
* Water Damage Specialists JOhn A-1 G10V &

* Carpet Stretching & Repairing gloversdeepsteam @ comcast.net
* Area Rugs

www.gloversdeepsteam.com
¢ Truck Mounted Unit

¢ Stain Removal Specialists L Ouf For Free Es“mate ca"

[}
Sol Extractd, v G026 |
Not Scrubbed Deeper

All Work Done On Premises IICRC Certified Licensed Technician
“That’s The Difference!”

B & &
2843 Hopyard #190 * Pleasanton 94588

N N




PEOPLE & LIFESTYLES

Alamo kids shine in “‘Whiskers!’

e page and onto the stage

Living

Musical brings ‘Velveteen Rabbit’ off th

by Susan Astbhury

a family, the 15 cast members of “Whiskers!” who

range in ages from 5 to 60 have all become close.
Most of them return each year not only to act but to enjoy
being part of a unit working toward a goal of putting on a
production to delight children and adults.

Galatean Players Ensemble Theatre is staging “Whiskers!”
for the 14th year at the Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut
Creek, starting tomorrow. The musical is based on Margery
Williams’ classic, “The Velveteen Rabbit,” first published in
1922, the story of a rabbit on a search for “real.”

Caroline Altman, who wrote the book, lyrics and music for
“Whiskers!”, is director of education for the San Francisco
Opera Guild, a teacher, singer and actor.

“It is told from the toy’s perspective,” Altman said.
“Most of the story takes place in the nursery where the
toys come to life. ... It addresses many of the difficult
transitions that we face growing up. That’s why this is a
universal story for all ages.”

“This is a multi-generational production,” she added.
“There is enough humor in the story for little kids to
understand—and giggles for adults, too.”

Returning to the stage for this year’s production are
Alamo residents Grace Berchdorf and Makayla Cook,
both 8, and Jason Dunning, 15.

“Once the children perform in the production, they are
asked back,” said Artistic Director Kathryn G. McCarty.
“Some of the children stay with us from the time that they
are 8 years old until they are 17. Some of the kids have done
the show for 10 years.” McCarty, who is also a teacher, plays
the role of Skin Horse.

Grace Berchdorf, a third-grader at Rancho Romero
Elementary, is appearing in the musical for the second
year.

“My mom directed “Whiskers!” last year,” said Grace.
“I saw the show for five years, and I decided that I wanted
to be in it. So I asked my friend Makayla if she wanted to
do it with me and she said yes.”

“My favorite thing about performing is that I like being
with a lot of my friends,” Grace added. “The most dif-
ficult thing is the movements that you have to do while
you are singing the songs. You really have to act like the
character you are playing and not like what you act like.

“Last year my head really itched in one part. I wasn’t
supposed to move but I just had to itch it anyway.”

“One thing that I like about being in the show is that I
watch everyone else and I can get to know other people’s
parts, too,” said Makayla, who also attends Rancho
Romero.

This is her second time in the production as well. Both
Grace and Makayla play Tin Soldiers.

“Sometimes the older people in the show help us
out with if we forget our blocking or our lines,” said
Makayla.

Grace comes from a theatrical background, explained
her mother Laura Berchdorf.

“Grace’s grandmother is the founder and artistic direc-
tor of Onstage Theatre (in Pleasant Hill),” she said. “I am
a director and playwright but I haven’t wanted to push
our kids into the arts. Grace did a performance at Rancho
Romero and was really scared to get up in front of people
but once she did it she thought it was fun.”

Makayla has been singing since she was 2.

“She used to sing in front of the family with a towel
over her head,” recalled her mother Jodi Cook. “Makayla
didn’t mind people hearing her voice but she didn’t want
them to see her face. Performing in ‘Whiskers!” has been
an amazing confidence boost.”

Jason Dunning, a sophomore at Monte Vista High, is
performing in “Whiskers!” for his fourth year. This time
he plays the Train.

“I did a lot of plays when I was younger and I met the
director, Kathy McCarty,” he recalled. “She asked me to be

Just like in the story about the toys in the nursery being

IN OUR COMMUNITY

The cast rehearses for the upcoming production of “Whiskers!” by the Galatean Players Ensemble Theatre with Alamo resident Makayla Cook
at right. Below, Grace Berchdorf plays a Tin Soldier in the play while Jason Dunning, in the production for the fourth year, plays the Train.

Story for all ages

What: “Whiskers!” a musical

Who: Galatean Players Ensemble Theatre
Where: Dean Lesher Center for the Arts,

1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek

When: Dec. 13-Dec. 20

Tickets: $8-$15; call 943-SHOW (943-7469).
Senior, group and school discounts are available.
Other: galateanplayersensemble.homestead.com/
whiskers.html lists times and has questions

for discussion

in ‘Whiskers!” and I’ve been in the show ever since.”

Juggling rehearsals twice a week and on weekends and
keeping up with homework sometimes poses a challenge.
All three young actors agree they have to be organized
and do their homework right after school. And they also
have other activities.

Jason’s current passion is writing.

“One summer Jason wrote a 240-page book,” said his
mother, Rhonda Dunning. “So I signed him up for a writ-
ing program called 826 Valencia in San Francisco. I drive
him there every Monday night and he spends two hours
working with a mentor/tutor.”

All three of the young actors from Alamo agree that
they want to be in “Whiskers!” again next year.

“Makayla will absolutely do the show next year. One
day she has high hopes of being the Velveteen Rabbit,”
said Jodi Cook.

“Whiskers!” is a sweet story that a lot of children
already know, said Artistic Director McCarty.

“It’s the story of a little boy who has a velveteen rabbit
and what it’s like to grow up,” she said. “This produc-
tion brings the story off the page and onto the stage. Our

production has the same moral to it as the book but with
a slightly different twist.”

Director McCarty and author Altman met almost 15
years ago and became close friends.

“Kathy and I have been supportive of one another’s
works over the years since we met in 1994,” said Altman.
“Kathy’s passionate and enthusiastic about people working
together no matter what level. A result of that is a wonder-
ful loving community in the production.” m
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Keep receiving the
Danville Weekly
by going online at:
www.DanvilleWeekly
.com/request

Dear Danville Weekly Reader:

If you enjoy receiving the Danville Weekly
and want to continue receiving it, plgase §upport
us by either becoming a paid subscrlber.m 20'09
or by officially requesting the paper. With print-
ing and distribution costs rising every year, read-
ers can clearly help us qualify for 10we¥ postal rates
simply by calling (925) 837-8300 or filling out the
form online at www.DanvilleWeekly.com/request

or call;
(925) 837-8300
and say, “Keep my
Danville Weekly
coming!”

Thank you for your ongoing support. .And be sure
to “think, shop and buy” locally this holiday season.
Your dining and retail dollars are also so well spent

right here at home!
Happy Holidays!

Sincerely,

Danville

WETETKTLY
Gina Channell-Allen

. 117-D Town & Country Drive
Publisher )

Danville, CA 94526
(925) 837-8300 Fax (925) 837-2278
DanvilleWeekly.com
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Presenting the Past

BY BEVERLY LANE
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Blackhawk Museum in the 1980s

The Blackhawk Museum is a destination for visitors to the San
Ramon Valley. Its classic automobiles and display of Ken Behring’s
international wheelchair donation project are regularly featured in
publications. During December the extraordinary European Train
Enthusiasts provide an elaborate model train that delights young

and old alike.

TheWineGuy ‘.

Spaghetti dinner
demands red wine

2005 Beringer, Founders
Estate, Merlot

he stress of my first offi-

| cial review! Having studied

statistics throughout college,

the first thing I realized when I was

going to write a review was that

I would need some criteria or a

baseline on which to review all of
the wines.

So here’s what I like in wine:
¢ A wine that smells nice
* A wine that is smooth—I don’t
want a bitter or harsh taste
e A wine that tastes as good at the
start as at the end
* A wine that does not over power
me with an aftertaste
* Most importantly, a wine that
makes me want to open another
bottle right away

The wine: 2005 Beringer,
Founders Estate, Merlot—available
at Safeway for approximately $15.

The situation: I had a long day
at work (it was a Wednesday). My
wife, the kids and I were having
spaghetti for dinner—and I had the
urge. So I grabbed the wine, a pen
and paper and started the review.

The wine had a decent smell to
it—I could actually pick out the
smell of some fruit. I thought it
was cherry, my wife thought it was
blackberry—but it was a bit fruity.
The sweet smell got the wine off to
a good start.

Initially I found the wine strong
so I let it breathe for a while—
and sure enough it smoothed right
out. This wine needs at least 20
minutes to open up. (There is a

trick for those who can’t wait that
long—it is called a “Venturi Wine
Aerator”—I bought mine at BevMo
for about $40.) Once that was done,
the wine seemed to have a much
more consistent taste.

The wine had a nice strong start
and finish. The one problem I felt
was it did not leave much of a taste
in my mouth at all. I found I kept
taking sips to refresh my memory
of the flavor. You don’t want a
wine with a potent aftertaste, but
some lingering flavor is always
nice.

The most important criteria:
Would I grab a second bottle right
away? For two reasons the answer
was no. First and most importantly,
the wine was good—but not great.
Second, it was a week night. Work
the next day would have been a lot
longer had I opened a second bottle
of anything.

I probably would pair this wine
with a meat instead of spaghetti.
I found the wine to be a bit strong
for pasta, but it would work well
with chicken or pork. Definitely
not with fish.

Buy again factor: My wife liked
the wine. As Forrest Gump says:
“If Mom ain’t happy, ain’t nobody
happy.” So I guess I am buying the
wine again. The next time I buy this
wine, I would probably make this
the second bottle of the night rather
than the first. I always want to have
a great wine first.

Don Colman, the Everyday

Wine Guy, lives in Danville

and can be reached

at everydaywineguy @ hotmail.com



The PetVetsays...

Holidays can be deadly for your pets

erious accidents involving
S pets are always tragic, but
especially so at holiday time.
Every holiday season we see sev-
eral pets seriously injured or poi-
soned due to avoidable hazards.
AVOID holiday food items that
could cause problems for your
pet:
* Alcoholic beverages
e Chocolate (baker’s, semi-sweet,
milk chocolate)
* Coffee (grounds, beans, chocolate
covered espresso beans)
* Moldy or spoiled foods
* Onions, onion powder
* Fatty foods
e Salt
* Yeast dough

Plants

e Lilies that may be found in holi-
day flower arrangements could be
deadly to your cat. Many types of
lily, such as Tiger, Asian, Japanese
Show, Easter, Stargazer and the
Casa Blanca, can cause kidney fail-
ure in cats.

* Poinsettias are generally over-rat-
ed in toxicity. If ingested, poinset-
tias can be irritating to the mouth
and stomach, and may cause mild
vomiting or nausea.

* Mistletoe has the potential to
cause cardiovascular problems.
However, mistletoe ingestion usu-
ally only causes gastrointestinal
upset.

* Holly ingestion could cause vom-
iting, nausea, diarrhea and leth-

argy.

Hazards around
the Christmas tree

* Christmas tree water may contain
fertilizers, which, if ingested, can
cause stomach upset. Stagnant tree
water can be breeding grounds for
bacteria, which can also lead to
vomiting, nausea and diarrhea, if
ingested.

e Electric cords. Avoid animal
exposure to electric cords. If they
were chewed, they could electro-
cute your pet. Cover up or hide
electric cords, never let your pet
chew on them.

* Ribbons or tinsel can get caught up
in the intestines and cause intestinal
obstruction. This requires immedi-
ate surgery and is life-threatening.

» Batteries contain corrosives. If
ingested they can cause ulceration
to the mouth, tongue and the rest of
the gastrointestinal tract.

* Glass ornaments can cut the tis-
sues of the gastrointestinal tract if
ingested.

Medications

Remind holiday guests to store
their medications safely. Keep all
prescriptions and over-the-counter
drugs out of the reach of your pets,
preferably in closed cabinets. Pain
killers, cold medicines, antidepres-
sants, vitamins and diet pills are
common examples of human medi-
cation that could be potentially
lethal even in small dosages.

During the holidays, many veteri-
nary clinics have limited office hours.

In some cases, pet owners try to
medicate their animals without their
veterinarian’s advice. Never ever
give your animal any medications
unless under the directions of a vet-
erinarian. Many medications that are
used safely in humans can be deadly
when used inappropriately. Less than
one regular strength acetaminophen
tablet (325mg) can be fatal to a cat.
A single ibuprofen tablet can cause
potentially life-threatening intestinal
ulcers in dogs.

Other winter hazards

e Antifreeze has a pleasant taste.
Unfortunately the chemical respon-
sible for this taste, ethylene glycol,
in even very small amounts can be
lethal. As little as one teaspoon of
antifreeze can be deadly to a cat; less
than four teaspoons can be fatal to a
10-pound dog. Any antifreeze inges-
tion must be considered extremely
dangerous. Thoroughly clean up
any spills, store antifreeze in tightly
closed containers and store in secured
cabinets. Automotive products such
as gasoline, oil and antifreeze should
be stored in areas that are inacces-
sible to your pets. Low Tox brand
antifreeze contains propylene glycol
and is recommended to use in pet
households. Propylene glycol is a
safer form of antifreeze.

e If you think your pet has con-
sumed antifreeze, contact your vet-
erinarian or the ASPCA Animal
Poison Control Center (1-888-4-
ANI-HELP) right away!

e Liquid potpourris are popular

in Danville.

The art
of origami

Leku Eder to feature
enchanting Asian-inspired art

Artist Daniel Brooks’ love of fashion, fabrics and
Japanese symbolism shows in his original origami cre-
ations, which will be on display next week at Leku Eder

The store, located on East Prospect, is holding a
champagne reception from 1-7 p.m., Thursday, Dec.
18, to celebrate Brooks’ unique collages, which inte-
grate origami, often cranes and kimonos. The crane is

| the symbol of a long and happy life while the kimono
i signifies work and prosperity.

of origami.

Tahoe.

Brooks, a native Californian who has resided most
of his life in Grass Valley, studied music and the arts
at San Jose State University. He was enchanted with
Asian art as a young man and began to master the craft

The crane and the kimono have provided Brooks
with unlimited inspiration, and he uses them to express
beauty, energy and serenity in his collages. He uses the
simple materials of paper, string and mat board to form
his three-dimensional works.

Brooks works in his studio near the Empire Mine
State Park in Grass Valley. During the past few years,
he has enjoyed increasing success with his art work,
which is now in many private collections and has been
shown at galleries in Northern California and Lake

The reception at Leku Eder is a chance for local resi-
dents to experience his Asian-inspired pieces. m

BY DR. FRANKLIN UTCHEN

household fragrances commonly
used during the holiday season.
Pets are often exposed to liquid
potpourri by direct ingestion from
simmer pots or spills, or by rubbing
against leaky bottles or simmer pots
containing the potpourri, or from
spilling the containers upon them-
selves. Oral exposures result fol-
lowing grooming. Exposure of pets
to some types of liquid potpourris
can result in severe oral, dermal and
ocular damage.

e If you travel to the snow this
winter remember that ice-melting
products can be irritating to skin
and mouth. Depending on the actu-
al ingredient of the ice melt and the
quantity, signs of ingestion would
include excessive drooling, depres-
sion, vomiting or even chemical
imbalances in the blood.

* Rat and mouse killers are used more
commonly during colder weather.
‘When using rat and mouse bait, place
the products in areas that are inacces-
sible to your companion animals.

ALWAYS be prepared !!!!

Your animal may become poisoned
in spite of your best efforts to prevent
it. You should keep telephone num-
bers for your veterinarian, a local
emergency veterinary service, and

HNew

the ASPCA Animal Poison Control
Center (1-888-4 ANI-HELP) in a
convenient location. If you suspect
that your pet has ingested something
poisonous, seek medical attention
immediately.

ASPCA Animal Poison
Control Center

The ASPCA Animal Poison
Control Center, an operating divi-
sion of the American Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (ASPCA), is a unique,
emergency hotline providing
24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week
telephone assistance to veterinar-
ians and pet owners. The center’s
hotline veterinarians can quickly
answer questions about toxic sub-
stances found in our everyday sur-
roundings that can be dangerous
to animals. The phone number of
the center is 1-888-4-ANI-HELP
(1-888-426-4435) and the Web
site is www.apcc.aspca.org.

—Dr. Franklin Utchen, shown
with his dog Tory, has been prac-
ticing veterinary medicine in the
San Ramon Valley since 1989 and
currently co-owns Bishop Ranch
Veterinary Center & Urgent Care.
For questions or comments e-mail
bishopranchvets @yahoo.com.

ey Liagary Fhths

BATH & KITCHEN SHOWROOM

CONVENIENT INSTANT
FINANCING
NO INTEREST AND
NO PAYMENTS FOR

12 MONTHs*

13 E Airway Blvd

Livermore

925 443-2284
NewLuxuryBaths.com

Plumbing e Lighting ¢ Hardware
Showroom Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5< Sat 10-4

French Caté & Bakery

Let Pascal's do your holiday baking.

Call us to order a Yule log, pies, holiday cookies,
éclairs, fruit tarts, a cinnamon pecan breakfast ring,
apple dumplings, and much more.

Serving fair trade coffee

WILLE Weg,
q

Voted Best
French Restaurant
2 years!

www.pascalcafe.com
Monday-Saturday 6:00-3:00 p.m. ~ Sunday 7:00-3:00 p.m.

5 155 Railroad Ave., Danville ~ 925.838.7349
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writers of all genres the opportunity in Danville. It puts together the pack-

WEEKEND PREVIEW

Art

‘So This is Christmas’ Yoko Ono
presents “So This is Christmas: The
Artwork of John Lennon” from noon-9
p.m., Friday, Dec. 12; 11 a.m.-7 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 13; and 11 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sunday, Dec. 14, in downtown Walnut
Creek at the corner of Mt. Diablo and
Locust St. Cost is a $2 donation to
benefit the Food Bank of Contra Costa
County and Solano County. Call 676-
7543 or visit www.foodbankccs.org.

Art and Artists of the San Ramon
Valley Enjoy a visual preview of the
art exhibit “Art and Artists of the San
Ramon Valley” at 2 p.m., Thursday,
Jan. 8, at the Danville Library, Mt.
Diablo Room, 400 Front St. The
exhibit will run from February through
May at the Museum of the San
Ramon Valley. Call 837-4889.

The Art of Origami Discover the Art
of Origami with Daniel Brooks from
1-7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 18, at Leku
Eder, 178 E. Prospect Ave., Danville.
This event is free. Call 820-8012.

Auditions

‘Twelve Angry Women’ Danville-
Alamo Branch of AAUW will host audi-
tions for “Twelve Angry Women,” a
remake of “Twelve Angry Men” during
the first week of January. For informa-
tion, call Lynn at 324-0143 or Susan
at 820-9071.

Clubs

‘Finding Your Voice’ California
Writers Club Tri-Valley Branch will offer

to learn about their craft and share
their work from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 20, at Oasis Grille, 780
Main St. Guest speaker is B. Lynn
Goodwin, author of “You Want Me to
Do What: Journaling for Caregivers.”
Cost is $21 for members; $27 for
non-members, including lunch.
Reservations are required by calling
Fred at 462-7495 by Dec. 17.

Business Development Network
BDN is a group of professionals that
share resources and develop business
through relationships. It meets 7:45-9
a.m., the second and fourth Thursday
of each month at Denny’s, 807 Camino
Ramon, Danville. Call 648-8316 or visit
www.bdndanville.com.

Danville Job’s Daughters Job’s
Daughters International is an organiza-
tion for young ladies (minimum age 10
for full membership) who enjoy dances,
sleepovers, parties, social events, snow
trips and more. The girls develop confi-
dence, good character, life-long friend-
ships, moral and spiritual values, and
leadership abilities. The group meets at
7 p.m., the second and fourth Tuesday
of every month, at the Danville Grange
Hall, 743 Diablo Rd. Call 829-8505 or
email I0JD247@yahoo.com.

Danville Library Book Club Join
the Danville Library Book Club, which
meets at 11 a.m. the third Thursday
of every month at the Danville Library,
Mt. Diablo Room, 400 Front St. The
December selection is “Wailing Wind”
by Tony Hillerman. Call 837-4889.

Delta Nu Psi Delta Nu Psi provides
packages to troops in the War Zone.
The group collects donations before
the third Friday of every month in front
of Longs Drug Store in Alamo and
before the third Saturday at Lunardi’s

ages on the third Wednesday of every
month. For information, e-mail Alicia at
deltanupsi@comcast.net.

Diablo Valley Quilters’ Guild The
Diablo Valley Quilters” Guild meets at
7 p.m., the third Wednesday of each
month at the Danville Congregational
Church, 989 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Guests are welcome ($2 donation).
Annual membership fee is $30 ($20
for seniors 65+). For information, call
Dianne at 837-1863.

Kiwanis San Ramon Valley San
Ramon Valley Kiwanis meets from
noon-1:30 p.m., every Thursday,

at Round Hill Country Club, 3169
Roundhill Road, Alamo. Meetings
include networking, lunch and a guest
speaker. For information, visit its Web
site at www.kiwanis-srv.org or call
244-1227.

Moms Club of Danville-Tassajara
Come join a support group for stay-at-
home moms. It meets at 10 a.m., the
last Tuesday of every month; moms
with children of all ages are wel-
come. Dues are $28 per year. E-mail
Angeline at hal2006@att.net.

Mt. Diablo Genealogical Society
The society meets from 1:15-3 p.m.,
the third Thursday of every month
except August, at the California
Savings Building, Rossmoor Shopping
Center, Tice Valley Blvd. and
Rossmoor Parkway, Walnut Creek.
Guest speakers are at each meeting.

Mt. Diablo Macintosh Users Group
Get questions answered, solutions

for problems, share experiences and
explore new Mac developments. Club
meets at 7:30 p.m., the third Monday
of every month, at the Alamo Safeway
Community Room. For information,
call 837-1111 or 829-5501.

Log LT o ey
‘Welcome the Holidays’

The 140-voice Blackhawk Chorus will present a dazzling concert
of holiday music at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 13, at the Dougherty
Valley Performing Arts Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon.
Music selections will include Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus, a touch
of the '50s and ’70s, and a few traditional holiday carols and songs.
Tickets are $21 for adults and $16 for children. Call 973-ARTS
(973-2787) or visit www.sanramonperformingarts.com.

Sons in Retirement Branch 128
Sons in Retirement hosts a luncheon
every third Wednesday of the month,
at the San Ramon Golf Club, 9430
Fircrest Rd., San Ramon. The lun-

Veterans of Foreignh Wars, Post
75 The organization meets at 7:30
p.m., every second Thursday of
the month (except December), at
Danville Veteran’s Hall, 400 Hartz

cheon will include a social hour, buffet
lunch and a program of local interest.
Cost for lunch is $20; no dues or

Ave., Danville. The next meeting is
Thursday, Jan. 8. For information, call
Post Commander Tony Carnemolla at

Same commitment to excellence.
Same devoted staff.

New

You’ve known us for years as The Medicine Shoppes of Pleasanton and
San Ramon. We’ve kept all the services you’ve grown to expect and are
combining them with expanded care programs under our new name,

“Custom Care Pharmacy”.

Look for new community programs and customer offers in the next few months.

A e ANT

E——

name.

membership fees. Call 828-5688. 932-4042 or visit www.viw.org.

Satur(].ay, Dec. 20 - 6:00 PM
5 Sunday, Dec. 21 - 8:45, 10:00 & 11:15 AM
N Saturday, Dec. 27 - No Service
s Sunday, Dec. 28 - 9:00 & 10:30 AM
Nurseries and Kids Programs available in ALL services.

Services run about 1 hour and 15 minutes.

New Life Church

2501 Danville Blvxl., Alamo
(925) 355-9200 Email: oﬁ'ice@newli{:ein{:o.com

A

!

ROLLING HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH

Frs

~ o Youdlrar' W

HAT

Custom Care ?harmacy

San Ramon
124 Market Place
(Next to Nob Hill)
925.830.0555
9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat
www.sanramoncustomcare.com

Pleasanton
4271 First Street
(In Pleasant Plaza)
925.846.4455
9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat
www.pleasantoncustomcare.com

1565 Green Valley Road
Danville, CA 94526
www.rollhill.org

Our Name is Our Commitment.

Page 20 ¢ December 12, 2008 e Danville Weekly



CALENDAR

Concerts

‘Evening at the Pops’ San Ramon
Symphonic Band opens its 22nd sea-
son with “An Evening at the Pops,” 8
p.m., Friday, Dec. 19, at Dougherty
Valley Performing Arts Center, 10550
Albion Rd., San Ramon. Tickets are $5
for adults; students and children under
12 are free. Visit www.sanramonper-
formingarts.com or call 973-ARTS.

‘Winterfest’ Contra Costa Wind
Symphony presents “Winterfest” at 7:30
p.m., Monday, Dec. 15, at the Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox
Dr. The concert will feature holiday
music, traditional carols and an audi-
ence sing-along. This concert is free.

Community Chorus Holiday
Concert Bring the entire family to

the San Ramon Community Chorus
Holiday Concert featuring multi-cultural
holiday music and dance at 7 p.m.,
Friday, Dec. 19, at the San Ramon
Community Center, 12501 Alcosta
Blvd. This concert is free. Visit www.
sanramonperformningarts.com.

Contra Costa Children’s Chorus
Winter Concert San Ramon Choir
and the Honors Choir, from Contra
Costa Children’s Chorus, pres-

ents its Winter Performance at 7
p.m., Monday, Dec. 15, at Front
Row Theater at Dougherty Station
Community Center, 17011 Bollinger
Canyon Rd., San Ramon. The con-
cert is free. Visit www.sanramonper-
formningarts.com.

Danville Girls Chorus Winter
Concert Danville Girls Chorus pres-
ents its Winter Concert at 11 a.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 13, at Canyon Creek
Church, 9015 S. Gale Ridge Rd.,
San Ramon. Tickets are $10; $5 for
children. Call 837-2624 or visit www.
danvillegirlschorus.com.

Jazz at Peace Bassist Fred Randolph
will perform at Jazz at Peace at 5
p.m., Sunday, Dec 14, at Peace
Lutheran Church, 3201 Camino
Tassajara, Danville. He will perform
pieces from his new CD. This concert
is free. Call 648-7000 or visit www.
peacejourney.org.

San Ramon Symphonic Band
Holiday Concert San Ramon
Symphonic Band will host a Holiday
Concert at 8 p.m., Friday, Dec. 19,

at Dougherty Valley Performing Arts,
10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon.
Tickets are $5 for adults; free for stu-
dents with an ID and youths under
12. Call 973-ARTS (973-2787) or visit
www.sanramonperformningarts.com.

Events

Guitar Hero Tournament
Fundraiser Join Best Buy Brentwood
for a fundraiser to benefit STAND!
Against Domestic Violence, from

7-9 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 13, 6600
Lone Tree Way, Brentwood. Beginner
bracket winner receives $50 Best Buy
Gift Card. Advanced bracket winner
receives $100 Best Buy Gift Card.
There is a $10 entry fee. Visit www.
standagainstdv.org or call 603-0110.

Holiday Welcome Home Ceremony
Valley Military Heroes on holiday leave
will be honored at a special ceremony
from 1-3 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 27,

at AT&T, 2600 Camino Ramon, San
Ramon. If you know an honoree

from San Ramon, Danville, Dublin,
Blackhawk or Alamo, call Janet
Pedersen at 973-2532.

Open Houses at the Flower Shop
Alamo Flower Company is holding
Holiday Open Houses to benefit the
Alamo Tree Lighting Fund, by donat-
ing 10 percent of all pre-holiday orders
placed during the Open Houses. The
open houses will have good cheer, holi-
day libation, refreshments and draw-
ings, from 4-7 p.m., Fridays, until Dec.
19, at the shop, 3000 Danville Bivd., #l,
Alamo. The events are free and open to
the public. Call 836-1456.

Fundraisers

Food for the Hungry Gatetree Church
is collecting canned food items on
Wednesday evenings and Sunday
mornings until Dec. 21, to be distrib-
uted through the Contra Costa Food

Bank. A barrel will be located in the
church lobby for canned items. E-mail
thgatetreechurch@sbcglobal.net.

Tell Me A Story Children’s Home
Society of California presents “Tell
Me a Story,” a holiday event for chil-
dren of all ages featuring a storybook
brunch with songs, storytelling and

a special visit from Santa, at 10:30
a.m., Saturday, Dec. 20, San Ramon
Marriott, 2600 Bishop Dr. The cost

is $30/adults and $15/children. Call
(510) 267-1860.

Garden/Home
Tours

AAUW Holiday Home Tour The
Danville-Alamo AAUW Holiday Home
Tour will take place from 10 am.-4 p.m.,
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 12-13, preview-
ing homes in Danville, Blackhawk and
Alamo. Cost is $35 ($25 for seniors 65
years and older); visit Design Concepts,
3135 Danville Blvd., Alamo, or Leku
Eder, 178 E. Prospect Ave., Danville.
Call Mary at 831-1784 with questions or
e-mail mixfamily2@sbcglobal.net.

Health

African Drumming Circle Drumming
has been shown to boost immune
system functions and metabolism.
Come and experience this fun way

to get “good vibrations” from 4:30-
5:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 18, at the
Wellness Community, 3276 McNutt
Ave., Walnut Creek. No rhythmic or
musical ability is required. This event is
free to cancer patients and their family
and caregivers. Call 933-0107.

Natural Relief from Colds and Ear
Infections Learn about homeopathic
remedies and simple home care tips
to ease the symptoms of colds, flu,
ear infections and more from 7-8 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 15, at Elephant Pharm,
1388 S California Blvd., Walnut Creek.
This event is free. Call 826-3858.

Holiday

‘A Christmas Carol’ The grumpy old
Ebenezer Scrooge, a wealthy busi-
nessman, takes a different look at life
when he is visited by three spirits, at “A
Christmas Carol” at 2 p.m., Saturday-
Sunday, until Dec. 14, at Front

Row Theater at Dougherty Station
Community Center, 17011 Bollinger
Canyon Rd., San Ramon. Tickets are
$16; $13 for youth under 12. Visit
www.sanramonperformningarts.com.

Christmas Chainsaw Art Sloat
Garden Center will host Glenn
Sievert from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (shows
are every other hour), Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 13-14, at Sloat Garden
Center, 828 Diablo Rd., Danville.
Sievert will demonstrate his chain-
saw art. This event is free. Hot choc-
olate and apple cider will be served.
Visit www.sloatgardens.com or
www.chainsawsculpting.com.

Draeger’s Holiday Reds Wine Tasting
Draeger’s Market is kicking off the
holiday season with Norman’s Picks for
Holiday Reds from 2-5 p.m., Saturday,
Dec. 13, at Draeger’s, 3454 Blackhawk
Plaza Circle, Danville. Cost is $7-12.
Visit www.shopblackhawkplaza.com.

Guitars and Saxes Christmas If you
love jazz you can’t miss this season’s
best jazz show by Guitars and Saxes
Christmas at 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec.

20, at the Dougherty Valley Performing
Arts Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San
Ramon. Tickets are $39. Visit www.
sanramonperformningarts.com.

Hanukah Celebration Beth Chaim
Congregation will host a Hanukah
celebration starting at 7 p.m., Sunday,
Dec. 21, at Beth Chaim Congregation,
1800 Holbrook Dr., Danville. There will
be a live band, dancing, wine tast-
ing, kid’s crafts and a Latke Contest.

THE
HODYARD
AMERICAN ALEHOUSE ¢ GRILL

Come back for the Food
30 BEERS ON TAP

Holiday beers are here!

0 Crow Canyon Road I >
2 g
] B g
_% Bollinger Canyon Road g
2 i—t
IN THE MARKETPLACE
SHOPPING CENTER
San Ramon
(925) 277-9600
470 Market Place
www.hopyard.com

San Ramon Valley Baseball
HOME OF CHAMPIONS

San Ramon Valley Little League
is looking for
Baseball Players!!

Is your child is between the age of 5 and 18?7
Then he or she is eligible to play in the
San Ramon Valley Little League.

Sign up now, as registration closes on December 15th!!
(Registration will be available after the 15th,
but there will be a late charge fee...)

Visit our website at
www.eteamz.com/srvbaseball
for additional information about our league
and to register your child.

Only players that live in Alamo, small parts of Southern

Walnut Creek, and Northern parts of Danville
are eligible to play in SRVLL.

Any Questions???

Contact Dave Paulus at 552-7373
Or dpaulus@netapp.com

ey

Danville Rehabilitation
Welcomes Dr. Bakul Roy

Danville Rehabilitation is the leading short-term recovery center
where we make every effort to ensure that each patient receives
the finest care and personalized service. Danville Rehab is
committed to being involved with the best doctors in the area.
As such, we are pleased to announce Dr. Bakul Roy as our
newest attending physician at Danville Rehabilitation.

Dr. Roy’s expertise in Infectious Disease, Geriatrics and
Internal Medicine, integrated with the exceptional standing
of our physical therapy and nursing services, separates us
as the region’s premier post-operative recovery facility!

REHABILITATION

24 HR. SKILLED NURSING

PROVIDING COMPASSIONATE CARE
& INNOVATIVE REHAB SERVICES

Ph. 925.837.4566 ¢ Fax 925.837.4676
336 Diablo Rd. ¢ Danville, CA 94526
www.DanvilleRehab.com
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Refreshments will be served. Other
local faith communities are invited to
help light the Menorah. Call 736-7146
or visit www.bethchaim.com.

Holiday Events at Blackhawk Plaza
Blackhawk Plaza will host numerous
holiday events including Photos with
Santa from 11 a.m.-7 p.m., until Dec.
23 and from 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Dec.
24; Live Holiday Music from Dickens
Carolers from 4-7 p.m., Thursdays
and from 1-4 p.m., Saturdays, until
Dec. 20; and a Pet Night with Santa
from 5-7 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 16; all
at Blackhawk Plaza, 3480 Blackhawk
Plaza Circle, Danville. Call 736-2751.

Holiday Tea and Fashion Show
Start the holiday season with a festive
Holiday Tea and Fashion Show ben-
efiting East Bay Children’s Charities:
Hospice Comfort for Kids, Family
Stress Kinship Program and Vestia
Children in Foster Care, from 11:30
a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 13, at
the Alamo Women'’s Club, 1401
Danville Blvd., Alamo. Cost is $40.
Call 820-7208.

Menorah Lightings Celebrate the
Holiday of Chanukah with a Grand
Menorah Lighting of Contra Costa’s
Largest Menorah, from 4-6 p.m., on
the First Night, Sunday, Dec. 21; and
Eighth Night, Sunday, Dec. 28, at the
Broadway Plaza Fountain, Walnut
Creek. Fun for the whole family with
face painting, balloons, donuts and
music. Visit www.JewishContraCosta.
com or call 937-4101.

Kids and Teens

‘The Frog Prince’ Danville Library
Foundation will host Fratello Marionettes
“The Frog Prince” at 4 p.m., Tuesday,
Dec. 16, at the Danville Library,
Children’s Reading Room, 400 Front St.
This event is free. Call 837-4889.

Elf Workshop Town of Danville will
host an EIf Workshop for children with
two different sessions, from 9:30-11
a.m. and 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday,
Dec. 13, at the Veterans’ Memorial
Hall, 400 Hartz Ave., Danville. Cost is

$5 for residents; $6 for non-residents.
Call 314-3400.

Kids Circle and Teen Talk The
Wellness Community will host a pro-
gram for families with school-age
children when a parent has cancer
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Dec.
13, at the Wellness Community, 3276
McNutt Ave., Walnut Creek. Each
workshop has an activity-based group
for children, a support group for teens,
and a group for parents. This event is
free. Call 933-0107.

Milk and Cookies with Santa
Blackhawk Plaza will host Milk

and Cookies with Santa at 3 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 13, at Blackhawk
Plaza, 3480 Blackhawk Plaza Circle,
Danville. Santa’s elves will sing carols
and perform a puppet show. Kids will
enjoy free holiday crafts and photos
with Santa. Families are encouraged
to bring a non-perishable food item for
donation. Call 736-2751.

Literary Events

Panel for California Writers

Club Mt. Diablo Branch, California
Writers Club, will meet at 11:30 a.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 13, at Zio Fraedo’s,
611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. Cost
is $20 for members; $25 for non-
members. Different books will be fea-
tured. Call 376-3631.

Miscellaneous

Adopt a New Best Friend Tri-Valley
Animal Rescue (TVAR) offers wonder-
ful animals for adoption every Saturday
and Sunday, excluding most holidays.
On Saturdays, from 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.,
dogs and cats are available. For dates
and times and other information, call
TVAR at 803-7043 or visit its Web site
at www.tvar.org.

Free Computer Instruction The
Danville Library is offering free com-
puter instruction on Word, Excel,
Powerpoint or the Internet by appoint-
ment only. To make an appointment,

visit the Danville Library Information
Desk or call 837-4889

Recycle for Breast Cancer Recycle
for Breast Cancer is open seven days
a week accepting free dropoffs for
computers, monitors, cell phones, lap-
tops, servers and TVs, at 31 Beta Ct.,
Suite C, San Ramon. Call 735-72083 or
visit www.recycleforbreastcancer.org.

The Energy Primer for Kids The
Energy Primer for Kids is a 25-page
booklet of simple facts pertaining to
current energy issues and is useful
for adults that are evaluating energy
related claims of politicians. For a free
copy, write to Synergy Institute, P.O.
Box 561, San Ramon, CA 94583. A
speaker is available for groups wishing
to hear about the global warming pro-
paganda. Call 837-7612.

Political Notes

Potluck Dinner Party The McNerney
Campaign Thank You Party and TVDC
Meeting (nomination of 2009 officers)
will host its seasonal potluck dinner
party from 6:30-9 p.m., Monday, Dec.
15, at IBEW Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy:.,
Dublin. Guest speaker is Leonardo
Cerda. This event is free; wheelchair
accessible. Call 451-4303 or visit
www.trivalleydems.com.

Seniors

Danville Senior Citizens Club The
club meets from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.,
every Monday at the Danville Veterans’
Memorial Hall, 400 Hartz Ave., for line
dancing exercise, bingo, mah jong and
more. New members are welcome.
Membership is $12 a year. Call Patricia
Graber at 443-0268.

Monday Classes for Seniors Join
the for Chinese brush painting, caligra-
phy, Yuan Ji Dance, lectures, karaoke,
line dancing and Yoga at the Alamo
Women'’s Club, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.,
every Monday, Golden Crane Senior
Center, 1401 Danville Bivd., Alamo. A
$20 annual registration fee required.

For specific class times, visit www.
goldencrane.org.

Prime Time Prime Time for sea-
soned citizens meets from 9 a.m.-1
p.m., every Tuesday, at Community
Presbyterian Church, 222 W. El
Pintado, Danville. Activities include line
dancing, English handbells, ceramics,
wood carving and more. A home-
cooked meal is served at noon for
$3. Rides are provided by County
Connection Link for $3.50 round trip;
call Gloria at 837-5229. For informa-
tion, call Ruth Ann at 820-6387.

St. Isidore’s ‘Young at Heart’ Join
this group for a meeting from 11:15
a.m.-2 p.m., the third Tuesday of every
month at St. Isidore’s Ministries Center,
440 La Gonda Way, Danville. Optional
Mass starts at 11:15 a.m.; lunch starts
at 11:45 a.m. Nonprofit bingo follows.
This event is free, but reservations are
appreciated by calling 820-4447.

Valley Oak Respite Center Activities
for Seniors Valley Oak Respite provides
an interactive program for frail seniors
and those afflicted with Alzheimer’s or
related dementias and physical dis-
abilities, from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, at
Danville Congregational Church, 989
San Ramon Valley Bivd., Danville. The
cost is $30 per session, which includes
a morning snack and beverage; par-
ticipants should bring a bag lunch.

For information or an application, call
Carmen McCarthy at 945-8040, ext. 53.

Spiritual

‘Meditation in the Christian
Tradition’ San Damiano will host
Barbara Hazzard who will present
“Meditation in the Christian Tradition”
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, Dec.
13, at San Damiano, 710 Highland Dr.,
Danville. The day will include introduc-
tory talks, walking and sitting medita-
tion, and time for questions and brief
sharing. Cost is $75, including lunch.
Call 837-9141, ext. 315.

‘Standing on the Threshold’ San
Damiano will host a weekend retreat,

“Standing on the Threshold,” from
Dec. 30-Jan. 1, at San Damiano, 710
Highland Dr., Danville. There will be

a study of the power and choices of
thresholds. Cost is $205 for a private
room; $175 for a shared room. Call
837-9141, ext. 315.

Children’s Christmas Presentation
Gatetree Church will host a chil-
dren’s Christmas presentation at 7
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 20, at Gatetree
Church, 101 Gatetree Dr., Danville.
Tickets are $.25 collected by the
children for donation to Precious
Souls Ministry Nigeria orphan fund.
Call 820-9477 or visit www.gatet-
reechurch.org.

Simbang Gabi (9-day Advent Mass)
St. Joan of Arc’s Filipino Community
invites everyone to “Simbang Gabi”
(Misa de Gallo) at St. Joan of Arc Parish,
at 7 p.m., Dec. 16-23, and at 5 p.m.,
Dec. 24, at 2601 San Ramon Valley
Blvd., San Ramon. Fellowship and
refreshments follow after Mass in the
multipurpose room. This event is free.
Visit www.sjasr.org or call 525-6821.

Sports

Danville Little League Registration
Player registration for Spring 2008 is
open for all league ages. Registration
may be completed online at www.
danvillelittleleague.net. Click on the
“Register Online” tab on the left and
follow the step by step application
process. Registration deadline is
Wednesday, Dec. 31. E-mail webmas-
ter@danvillelittieleague.com.

SRVGAL Registration Ongoing
Player registration is now open for the
2009 spring fastpitch season. Visit
www.srvgal.org to register. Due to the
economy, they have extended the $50
early bird discount through the end of
the year.

Tassajara Valley Little League
Sign-Ups Sign up for Tassajara Valley
Little League baseball now through
Wednesday, Dec. 31. Visit www.
eteamz.com/tvll. For information, call
837-3716.

NOW!

AVAILABLE

Safe and easy to use.
Simply push a button, and
the hair“flashes” away.

FDA APPPROVED
HOME LASER HAIR REMOVAL

With Silk'n” Home Pulsed Light"

Why pay for multiple visits to the doctor?

Low cost and effective, available only by physician prescription.
For more information about this exclusive promotion, contact:

CALIFORNIA FACE AND LASER INSTITUTE

San Ramon

5801 Marris Canyon Road, Suite 200, 5an Ramon, CA 94583
Phone: (925) 830-2116

www.calface.com

Palo Alto

1900 University Avenue, Suite 101, E. Palo Alto, CA 9430;
Phone: 650-494-1000

Silk'n™ achieves
long-term results
while offering
personal

& .
convenience.
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Parent photographers

Send a jpeg to Editor@DanvilleWeekly.com of the best action shot from
your child’s game for consideration for our Sports page. Remember to
include caption information: who, what, when, where—and the score.

A LOOK AT THE LOCAL SPORTS SCENE

Sharks finish season undefeated

Mustang Sharks U-16 Boys Division 3 ended their season undefeated
by beating their hometown rivals, Mustang United, 2-0, on Nov. 3. The
team also secured a win against the Mustang Spartans on Nov. 9 with a
score of 7-0 and rounded out their league record 11-0 by shutting out the
Livermore United, 2-0, on Nov. 10. The Sharks will be taking their team to
the Association Cup in March after the high school season ends.

The Sharks invincible defensive line led by goalkeeper Austin Anderson
with Stephen Armstrong, Rory Clancy, Derek Morefield, Kyle Slinger and
Kevin Trisko kept their opponents to a total of seven goals the entire sea-
son with only one goal (a penalty kick) scored against them in the past
seven games.

The offense led by Capt. Spencer Kitchen showed great consistency
all season, averaging five goals per game with a total of 59 scores.
Midfielders Michael Bluestein, Jacob Clark, Angel Ordaz, Casey Shrana,
Josh Smiley, Mikhail “Tree” Torru and Spencer Weberski showed great
range of ability, and forwards Jordon Giusti, Rhys Tong-Jones, Renee
Patino and Zuheir Tleimat displayed tremendous finesse all season.

Team members are (front row, |-r) Angel Ordaz, Rene Patino, Rory
Clancy, Derek Morefield, Michael Bluestein, Spencer Kitchin, Casey Sbrana,
Jacob Clark, Austin Anderson, (back) Coach Steven Hoffman, Stephen
Armstrong, Zuheir Tleimat, Kevin Trisko, Jordon Giusti, Mikhail Torru, Rhys
Tong-Jones, Spencer Weberski, Kyle Slinger and Coach Ziad Tleimat.

Spice Girls win tournament

The Spice Girls won the GU12 division of the Mustang Soccer Dick
King Tournament on Nov. 9, with a 1-0 score over the Ladybugs at
Sycamore Valley Park in Danville. The Spice Girls’ Serena Prince
scored the only goal of the game. Both teams played their hearts out
in this defensive contest. The Spice Girls advanced to the Crossroads
Tournament in Dublin and represented the Mustang Soccer League on
Nov. 22-23.

Team members are (front row, I-r) Emma Rupley, Samantha Wanket,
Emily Duffield, Mary Duffield, Kelly VanderWerf, Claire Simpson,
Rianna Last, (back) Head Coach Christian Arno, Serena Prince, Gauhar
Jaffer, Emily Geranen, Sophie Hagen, Caitlin Khorey, Savanah Behm
and Assistant Coach Tom Wanket. Not pictured: Alyssa Coons and
Kylie McCann.

SAN RAMON VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS WRAP-UP

San Ramon Varsity Football

The San Ramon Valley High
Wolves’ 2008 varsity football sea-
son came to a close Saturday, Dec.
6, when they went up against the
Pittsburg Pirates in the North Coast
Section semifinals. The Wolves put
up a good fight, but lost, 49-24.

San Ramon’s strategy offen-
sively was to beat them with the
pass. This strategy, however, was
quickly shut down by Pittsburg’s
high-powered defense, which
picked off SRVHS quarterback Joe
Southwick five times. Southwick
completed 24-o0f-44 passes for 448
yards and three touchdowns.

Byron Gruendl had 10 catches
for 112 yards, Bryce Peterson had
four catches for 106 yards, and
Brett Trimble had five catches for
145 yards. San Ramon ended its
season with a 9-4 record.

—by Kaity Ferretti

N0 0LOHdSLHOJS TV MMM/LLODS SIHHI

San Ramon Valley High Wolves at the last game of the season Nov. 14 are No. 13
Dan Pierce; No. 42 Bryce Peterson; No. 9 Mark Huntley; No. 5 Jordan Newell; No.
20 Daniel Davis; and No. 21 Justin Berger. They lost in the NCS Division | semifinals
against Pittsburg, 49-24.

MONTE VISTA HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS WRAP-UP

by Lizzy Hearne

Winter season to begin

Now that fall is coming to an
end and winter is just arriving,
it’s time for a new season of
high school sports. During this
winter season, men’s and wom-
en’s soccer, men’s and women’s
basketball, and wrestling will all
compete for a top spot in East
Bay Athletic League, striving for
the ultimate goal of becoming
NCS champions. Pre-season has
already begun, and the competi-
tion looks fierce.

Men’s Varsity Soccer

Men’s soccer kicked its season
off extremely well. On Dec. 5
and 6, the Mustangs played in the
Winter Classic Tournament, fight-
ing their way to the consolation
game but falling short in the end
when they lost to Amador Valley
High, 1-0.

Last Monday, the team played
Berkeley High at home, dominat-
ing it, 4-0. Goals were scored by
juniors Brad Bridwell and Brett
Jacobs, and seniors Chris Moon
and Mitch Stein. Captains Jess
Chavez, Parker Doliber and Kevin
Vaughan hope to lead their team to
a successful and victorious season.

Women’s Soccer

The Monte Vista women’s soc-

cer team has come into this season
full force. With the fresh players
picked up this year, women’s soc-
cer is working hard and dedicating
a lot of time to defeat the tough
competition in EBAL.

The Mustangs’ first league
game is at 6 p.m. Dec. 12 at home
vs. Foothill High. The next day,
Saturday, Dec. 13, they will be
challenging Clayton Valley away,
at 2 p.m. Seniors Amanda Owens,
Mel Buich, Cori McGovern, Dani
Shrakamp, Taylor Gonzalez and
Chloe Langon hope to come out
on top during their last year of
high school soccer.

Men’s Basketball

Men’s Basketball is working
toward another dominating season,
in hopes of repeating last year’s
extremely successful season.
Coach Bill Powers and captains
Brian Barbour and Mark Appel
are pushing their team harder than
ever to win EBAL this year.

“We are expecting to improve
every game and be a top team in
Northern California. We are shoot-
ing to win state,” said Barbour.

The first home game for the
men’s basketball team is at 7
p-m. Dec. 12 against Oakland
Tech. The following Tuesday, the
Mustangs will take on Oakland
High at home.

“Expect greatness,” says Zack
Ertz, a senior, one of the top play-
ers on the team.

Women’s Basketball

Last season, Monte Vista wom-
en’s basketball finished second
in NCS, losing in overtime to
Berkeley High School, one of the
top teams in the state. This year
they hope to go all the way.

“This is the deepest and most
talented team we have ever had
and I hope we accomplish the
high expectations we have for
ourselves,” said Niveen Rasheed,
current captain, along with Amil
Amin. During preseason alone,
the Mustangs will compete in
the Las Vegas, the Mitty and the
Castlemont tournaments. Official
league games will begin in the
middle of January.

Wrestling

The Monte Vista Wrestling team
is putting all its effort and time in
improving for the season. Coaches
Crowe, Rickhart, and Ormsby are
training the team to defeat any
opponent who comes along. On
Saturday, Dec. 6, the team com-
peted at a tournament at Freedom
High School. Michael Ormsby, son
of one of the coaches, placed second
in the competition, with a record of
4-1. Ian Gaspar, Brandon Dobrec
and numerous others placed third.

“It was a tough tournament, and
we weren’t the best, but it helped
improve our skills, that will hope-
fully lead us to victory in the
future,” said junior Ian Gaspar.

PREP SCHEDULE

Thursday-Saturday,
Dec. 11-13

Women’s Basketball
Santa Rosa Tournament

Friday-Saturday, Dec. 12-13

Men’s Basketball
John May Holiday Classic at
Dougherty Valley

Saturday, Dec. 13
Women’s Soccer

San Ramon Valley vs. Newark
Memorial 11 a.m.

Men’s Soccer

San Ramon Valley vs. Hayward, 1
p.m.

Wrestling

Bill Martel Wrestling Invitational at
Northgate, 9 a.m.

Monte Vista “A” at Castro Valley;

Monte Vista “B” at College Park
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For

WLerations Men
&
Women

Halina Ostrowski

(925) 743-9871 Tue.-Fri.

» hand tailored

+ all work done
on premises

+ 16 years in Danville

115 Railroad Ave,
Suite A
Danville

Saturday

- Vintage bling Stocking Stuffers for $9
. EREE q/ﬁ with purchases over $40
- Old-Fashioned Cheer & Good Buzr Da»'é/!

www-cott q/eweé.com/

725-D Raslroad Ave, Danwille - (925) 837-2664

10-6:30pm

NsBsent, ma)

Design In Mind

“With Your Design in Mind”
Attention Danville Residents!
PR I
Custom Drapes  Blinds ® Furniture ® Bedding ¢ Upholstery
Lighting ¢ Carpet/Area Rugs e Art e Accessories

Ao featuring HunterDouglas

Skyline Gliding Panels™
Alouette®

Provenance Woven Woods®
Designer Roller Shades

Pirouette®

Silhouette®

Vignette®

Duette®

Custom Shutter Collection®

Call today or Come and Visit Us At: "The Designers Showroom”
155C Railroad Avenue, Danville
(925) 855-5529 or Fax (925) 837-5961
www.designinmind-danville.com

(IR RNNNE I

* Gentle Effective Chiropractic Care
¢ Cold Laser Therapy

AL LGN

25% off
1st office visit or any
one body therapy

(new patients)
-

e Bio-Identical Hormone Balancing

e Nutritional Deficiency testing and balancing
* Massage Therapy, Hot Stone & Reflexology
* Rosen Method Bodywork and more...

Our therapies do not mask symptoms but correct
the underlying cause, restoring you back to health
and vitality. We have great success with joint
pain, carpal tunnel, chronic fatigue, fibromyalgia,
allergies, digestive issues, migraines, PMS,

A RRRNNN NN

menopausal sympfoms and more.
Call for a free consultation.
(925) 362-8283
125-G Railroad Avenue Danville
www.AlignHealingCenter.com

‘\\1|I|t

)

ER R NN RRNREN NN RN e

Page 24 ¢ December 12, 2008 e Danville Weekly

“get fit...stay fit”

fit: i0.bi
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Danville Music

RENTALS - RETAIL
LESSONS & REPAIR

® Band Instruments
* Guitars-Amps-Pro Audio
e Accessories

® Sheet Music-Supplies & more
* BRAND NAMES * GREAT PRICES *

www.danvillemusic.com

925-743-0898

3 Railroad Avenue, Danville
Next to Starbucks, Near Trader Joe's at Danville Square

3%

5 Shop designer brands
3¢ Great handbags _
5 All sorts of Fabulous accessorj
% Find bargains on nefv
and resale clotk}in‘é
925.838.4492

115 Railroad Ave, Ste. E, DanV|IIe
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Paying Cash for old Gold at Smith Jewelers

With this Coupon Receive extra $1 per DWT
Weight for your outdated and scrap gold jewelry!! -

0%

350 Railroad Ave. Danville 837-3191

Directly across the street from Lunardis

Personal and Partner Training
Golf Strength Training

Life Coaching

Registered Dietician

Sports Specific

Pilates Reformer Training
Health and Safety Classes

Give the Gift of Health

Food Service Convenient Meals
Give a Gift Certificate from Fit Studio for the Holidays
294B Railroad Ave. Danville « CA

At the corner of Railroad Avenue and Church Street SIS S A
Gift Certificates = NO Memberships & NO Contracts

sanlnppintging
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Market

Danville

lace

peekly

Interior & Exterior
“Get the Personal Touch”

Mention this ad
and save 10%

Protect your home for the Winter.
Freshen up your home
for the holidays.

Scott Smiley (925) 918-1874

Licensed Bonded & Insured
Lic# 505856

Scott’s Painting

GOLDEN TOUCH PAINTING

We specialize in refinishing Kitchen Cabinets,
Custom Finish Restoration & Re-Painting
Interior & Exterior

(925) 642-8432 = (510) 886-4043

Daniel Aguilar, owner e State Lic #820022)

NEED HELP
WITH QUICKBOOKS?
No job too big or too small!!!

Over 23 years experience
in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233

Financial Problems?
Can’t get a loan?
Leave it to us!!

Call
1-877-533-8979 24 nours)

Apply online @
ajspeteronfinancial.com

Qualified Tradesman
at Your Service

925.216.8163
Pleasanton
General Contractor #805208

Danville

W EEKLY

Remodeling/Additions Pet Care/Grooming/Training m

Painting/Wallpaper Accounting/Bookkeeping General Contracting General Contracting

H‘OHE\) Do~ =
HANDYPERSONS™, INC.
LET OUR WorkER BEEz Do I For Youl
Commercial/Residential
© Repairs o [nstallation
o Restoration e Tenant

 Assemhly Improvements

Receive $25 off
Service of $250
or more for 1st time

Computer Help

Tri-Valley PC MEDIC

2007-08 Pleasanton Weekly
"Best Computer Repair"

2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook

"l Make House Calls!"
Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p
Lic #011068 - PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

customers

(925) 846-0400

www.HoneyDoHandypersons.com
LIC# 922264

/\<\ (925) 989.3809

CA LIC#837402
Con;!rucﬂon

Additions/Remodeling
Plumbing/Electrical
30+ year Tri-Valley resident
www.HeierConstruction.com

Q%
Y

Accommodating
Healthy and Special
Needs Pets

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Trained professional, daily visits,
basic home care, reliable & caring.

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse www.furryfriends.tv

COMPUTER SERVICE
& REPAIR
Chris Hopper Computers

Small Business and Home Users
Day, Evening, & Weekend Appointments

(925) 846-7845

ChrisHopperComputers.com
Lic #050693

% OMTECH
SALES & SERVICES
software - hardware - network
Viruses? Slow System?
Desktop & Laptop Repair
Data Recovery
Low Component Motherboard Repair
Software/Hardware
Top Service With One Day Turn Around
Reasonable Prices
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed
15 years experience

6966 Village Parkway
Dublin, CA 94568
(925) 803-1530

REAL ESTATE

Mike Fracisco
] REALTOR’

¥ Fracisco Realty & Investments
Residential, Commercial
& Property Management
direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

Tony
Leavens
REALTOR®

{| Hometown
GMAC Real
Estate

direct: 925-426-3886

cell: 925-487-1427

e-mail: mrtonyleavens@msn.com
www.tonyleavens.com

\
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g

4

Mortgage Stressing
You Out?

Call Joanna Jensen Realtor®
925.699.5041
Everything Real Estate
e[ oan Modifications

eShort Sale
Negotiations
eRefinance

CalBay Realty

ogster.com THE TRIVALLEY'S FREE CLASSIFIEDS VWEB SITE

Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers.

You can log on fo fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 112.

115 Announcements

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
in 111 alternative newspapers like this
one. Over 6 million circulation
every week for $1200. No adult ads.
Call Rick at 202-289-8484. (AAN CAN

PREGNANT?
CONSIDERING ADOPTION
Talk with caring agency specializing in
matching Birthmothers with Families
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID.
Call 24/7 Abby's One True Gift
Adoptions
866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)
PARTY PALMIST
925-249-9154
www.partypalmist2.com

Fibromyalgia/Stress/Pain BLR MFT
Justice for Lucky and Choctaw

120 Auctions

Arcade and Amusement Auction
Major Arcade Selloff. Saturday,
December 20th - 10 a.m. Placer County
Fairgrounds, 800 All America City Blvd.
Roseville, CA. 714/535-7000. www.
SuperAuctions.com 13%BP. (Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes &
Instruction

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!
Fast, Affordable & Accredited
FREE Brochure. Call NOW!
1-888-583-2101 http://www.continenta-

Iacademy com (AAN CAN)

Danville Boot Camp for Women
Discover YOUR Inner Athlete! Outdoor
Exercise Class Women of all fitness lev-
els. lhr/day, 3,4,5 day/wk. 457-4587
ContraCostaBootCamp.com

PALMISTRY CLASSES

www.palmistryschool.com, www.partyp-
almist2.com.925 2499154

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES
Try Something New!
Call Bennetta Heaton
(925) 820-1169
- located in Danville -

FOR SALE

201 Autos/Trucks/

Parts

Donate Vehicle
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons,
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill
Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax
Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-
GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car

Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save A
Child’s Life Through Research & Support!
Free Vacation Package. Fast, Easy &
Tax Deductible. Call 18002520615
(Cal-SCAN)

BMW 1997 M3 - $8,995
Honda 2002 Civic - $5700

Jeep 2006 Wrangler -
$17,300

Rubicon -

135 Group Activities
Christmas Singles Party
CLUTTERLess (CL) Self Help Group
FREE CROSSFIT CLASSES

St.Philip Santa Breakfast

Mazada 1999 Miata Mx-5 - $8,000.00
Pace Arrow 1989 Motor Home -
13,000

fogster.com

203 Bicycles_

7
I}

2003 H-D
Softail Fatboy 100th Anniversary 5356
miles, Exterior: Red, price $5800
contact me for pictures 23elzey@gmail.
com (410) 670 7920

Yakima 3 Bike Rack - $75.00

210 Garage/Estate

Sales

East Bay, Auction -
Open Dates

Estate Clean Out,

Livermore, 980 Cromwell St, May 24
7-12

Pleasanton, 4684 Black Ave, Nov. 8,
81

215 Collectibles &
Antiques

Avon precious moments nativity -

$100.00

Beatles Record - $500

Ed Hardy Custom Sunglasses
$150.00

Lenox Village Tea Set 1991 - $100.00
Partylite Birthday Candle - 30.00

Royal Doulton figurine - $50

p—_d
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260 Sports &

220 Computers/

Electronics

A NEW COMPUTER NOW!
Brand Name
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem

Smallest weekly payments avail. Call

NOW - Call 1-800-816-2232
(AAN CAN)

Exercise Equipment
Billy's Boot Camp excercise - $15.00
Hot pink GO PED for Xmas - $60.00

GET A NEW COMPUTER
Brand Name laptops & desktops
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem

Smallest weekly payments available. It's

yours NOW - Call 800-803-8819
(AAN CAN)

NIKON Cool Pix3100 - $55.00

KID STUFF

WII Dance Mat for Xmas - $ 15.00

240 Furnishings/

Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10

330 Child Care

Offered
AFTER SCHOOL CARE IN PLEASANTON

Brass & Glass foyer Light - $25.00

Loving Childcare

Maple Dining Table & Chairs - $ 300

Licensed daycare in Pleasanton for

Maple Dining Table & Chairs - $ 300

babies-preschool age. Experienced pre-
school teacher. Melissa (925)963-7097

245 Miscellaneous
Custom Scrapbooks and Pages

345 Tutoring/
Lessons

GIFT PACKS AND RED WORMS - $25.00

FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING

Jazzy Power Chair XL - $1,650

Non-stick stove top grill - $20

only for 1 day: parking lot sale

High School Math Tutor
High school math tutoring, also SAT

RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING -
$25.00

I, ACT, Subject Matter Math, history
exams. One-on-one only. Former

teacher, California credential.
925-462-3807.
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THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT
PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Bring in new business
for the Holidays.

Danville

W EEIKLY

Call Art about Marketplace Advertising
(925) 600-0840 x112 ‘
_agordillo@pleasantonweekly.com *

Math & Chemistry Tutoring
Retired Scientist now enjoying
TUTORING STUDENTS of all ages in
math, algebra, geometry, trig, pre-
calc, science & chemistry
CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

==,
EMPLOYMENT

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING!
Average pay $20/hr or $57K/yr incl.
Federal Benefits and OT.
Placed by adSource, not affiliated w/
USPS who hires. 1-866-616-7019.
(AAN CAN)

TEACH ENGLISH ABROAD!
English teachers are still in high
demand worldwide.
Become TEFL certified in Prague.
4-week course. 1300 Euros.
http://www.teflworldwideprague.com
info@teflworldwideprague.com
(AAN CAN)

REAL ESTATE

K/‘\ —
-

SERVICES

809 Shared Housing/

Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with
photos and maps. Find your roommate

with a click of the mouse! Visit:
http://www.Roommates.com.
(AAN CAN

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale

624 Financial

Save on 2008 Taxes

Free Meetings! Tips & Issues for Real
Estate and Stock Investors, LLC's,
Corporations, Capital Gains and 1031
Exchanges. Bring Your Questions. www.
irca-sanfrancisco.com. (Cal-SCAN)

Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA
$132,500 Mobile home in Mtn View,
built 2001. 1100 sf, large kitchen,
lots of windows. Near downtown. Low
space rent of $577/month. For info:
Peter Lee, Keller Williams Palo Alto, at
650-454-8518.

355 Items for Sale

Lionel Trains for Xmas

P

MIND
& BODY

455 Personal Training

CROSSFIT SAN RAMON IS HERE!
Forging Elite Fitness. THE princi-
pal strength and conditioning pro-
gram for many armed forces. $25/
First week of Unlimited Classes.
Workouts of the Day, Classes, Open
Gym CROSSFITSR.com 457-4587

No phone
number in the ad?
GOTO

fogster.com

for contact
information

550 Business

Opportunities
Absolutely Recession Proof
Do You Earn $800 in a Day? Your
Own Local Vending Route Includes
30 Machines and Candy for $9,995.
MultiVend LLC, 1-888-625-2405.
(Cal-SCAN)

DO YOU NEED MORE MONEY?
Want more FREE time?

Make thousands from home weekly.
No Selling! No Calling!
Proven, Simple, Automated System.
Training begins Immediately upon
application
www.237Kfromhome.com (AAN CAN)

HOME
SERVICES

715 Cleaning
Services

560 Employment

Information

$SSHELP WANTEDSSS
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. CALL OUR LIVE
OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619 ext.
150 http://www.easywork-greatpay.
com (AAN CAN)

$600 WEEKLY POTENTIAL$SS
Helping the Government PT. No
Experience, No Selling.
Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad Code L-5.
VOID in Maryland and South Dakota.
(AAN CAN)

Available to Travel?

Over 18? Earn Above Average $$S
with Fun Successful Business Group!
No Experience Necessary. 2wks Paid

Training. Lodging, Transportation
Provided. 1-877-646-5050. (Cal-SCAN)
DATA ENTRY

PROCESSORS Needed!

Earn $3,500-55,000 Weekly Working
from Home! Guaranteed
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary!
Positions Available Today! Register
Online Now!
http://www.DataPositions.com
(AAN CAN)

Driver - CDL Training
$0 down, financing by Central
Refrigerated. Company Drivers
earn average of $40k/year. Owner
Operators average S60k/Year.
1-800-587-0029 x4779. www.
CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)

Driver - West Coast Regional
New Hiring Area. Newest equipment
on the road. Competitive Pay. Run the
Western 11 States On Site - Full Service
Maintenance Shop. Reasonable Home
Time. Western Express - 22 yrs. old.
Good MVR, EOE, CDL-A, 1 yr. OTR.
Call Edna Today! 1-866-863-4112.
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - ASAP

Sign-On Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over
$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits. Need
CDL-A & 3 months recent OTR. 1-877-
258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-
SCAN)

EMT Free Training

Plus pay, benefits, vacation, regular
raises. HS grads ages 17-34. Help oth-
ers. Gain financial security. Call Mon-Fri
1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

Police Officers

Earn up to a $20,000 bonus. Train to
protect your fellow Soldiers. Be a leader
in the Army National Guard. 1-800-GO-
GUARD.com/police (Cal-SCAN)
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Andrea’s Cleaning
Trustworthy,Prof.,Reliable,
Affordable.Ref’s avalil.
14yrs exp
925-339-2461

Convenient Cleaning

751 General

Contracting

MAHDevelopment.com
Remodeling/Room Additions/Custom
Homes/Outdoor Kitchens/Sunrooms/
Retractable Screens/Windows/Doors/
Garage Improvements - Calif Licensed
General Contractor (Lic #913049). 20

years experience. Member BBB, NARI &
NKBA. Free estimates!
Call 925-580-1673

757 Handyman/

Repairs
AAA COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS
Electrical- Security Lighting- Carpentry
Drywall Texturing and Repairs-
Insulating. Jon 510-733-5582

Rick's Tooltime

759 Hauling

Hauling & Tree Service
Yard & Garage Clean-Up,Dump Runs
Appl & Furn Removal,Tree & Shrub
Trim And Removal
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free Est
925-899-5655

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

#1 JOE'S PAINTING &
HANDYMAN
Free Est / Reasonable Prices

No Job Too Small!
925-200-7333 lic# 624542

792 Pool Services
The Pool Chicks

fogster.com

Pleasanton, 3 BR/3 BA - $839,950

Pleasanton, 4 BR/2.5 BA

Open Sunday 11/16/08 1-4. This
home is priced to selll Warm and
cozy, 2209 sq ft., hardwood floors,
tile and custom cabinets in kitchen,
newer windows and doors, crown
molding and baseboards. Expanded
great room with wood burning fire-
place, parklike yard with view of
Pleasanton Ridge. Walking distance
to award winning schools. Great loca-
tion!!"  www.3803MuirwoodDr.com
Keller Williams Tri Valley Realty

Pleasanton, 4 BR/3 BA - $848000

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage

America's Best Buy

20 Acres Near Booming El Paso, Texas.
(#1 Growth State!) $15,900. $200/
down, $159/month. Roads, Views.
Owner Financing. Free Maps/Pictures.
éggl\(‘))-343-9444. (10%/209 mths) (Cal-

Arizona - Bulk Land Sale

80 acres - $39,900. Take advantage
of the buyers market and own beautiful
mountain property. Price reduced on
large acreage in Eastern Arizona. Won't
last! Good access & views. Wildlife
abounds at Eureka Springs Ranch by
AZLR. Financing available. ADWR report.
1-888-854-7403. (Cal-SCAN)

Colorado Foreclosure

40 acres $29,900. Outstanding Views.
Access to BLM Canyon Rec Land.
Financing. Call 1-866-696-5263 x4843.
(Cal-SCAN)

Colorado Mountain Ranch

Priced to Sell' Newly Released 35 acres-
$44,900. Majestic lake & Mountain
views, adjacent to national forest for
camping or hiking, close to conve-
niences. EZ terms. 1-866-353-4807.
(Cal-SCAN)

Montana Land

New Acreage Available -20 Acres near
Round Up w/ Road & Utilities -$69,900.
-40 Acres w/ New Cabin near Winnett
-$89,900. Approved by TV hunter
Celebrity TRED BARTA! Excellent area for
horses, hunting and ranching. Financing
available. Western Skies Land Co. 877-
229-7840 www.WesternSkiesLand.com
(Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico Ranch Dispersal

New to Market. 140 acres - $89,900.
River Access. Northern New Mexico.
Cool 6,000 elevation with stunning
views. Great tree cover including
Ponderosa, rolling grassland and rock
outcroppings. Abundant wildlife, great
hunting. EZ terms. Call NML&R, Inc.
1-866-360-5263. (Cal-SCAN)

New Mexico Sacrifice!

140 acres was $149,900, Now Only
$69,900. Amazing 6000 ft. elevation.
Incredible mountain views. Mature tree
cover. Power & year round roads.
Excellent financing. Priced for quick
sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204-9760.
(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate

Services
Home Staging, Marketing

PET OF THE WEEK
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Hoping for a home

“Hey Santa, we know what we want for Christmas!”
said 2-year-old Melba and 3-1/2-year-old Wowie. Both
dogs are Chihuahua/Terrier mixes who would love to
have a home of their own. Melba (right) is 7 pounds of
playful energy who knows how to fetch and needs a well-
matched playmate. Melba is a brown and white spayed
female, an excellent little watch dog, and she is recom-
mended for households with children older than 12 years
of age. Learn more about Melba at www.eastbayspca.
org and look for adoptable dogs at the SPCA's Tri-Valley
adoption center. Wowie is an 11-pound neutered male
who likes kids and enjoys playing with other dogs of
similar size. He and Melba are getting along famously.
Visit Melba, Wowie and their many friends at the East
Bay SPCA Tri-Valley Adoption Center, 4651 Gleason
Drive in Dublin, open from 1 to 8 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday, and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday through Sunday.
Call 479-9670.
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OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Economic slowdown
stalls remodeling

he residential remodeling market

| continued its slump during the third

quarter of 2008, according to the

National Association of Home Builders’
Remodeling Market Index.

In a report released last month, the
NAHB reported that the current market
conditions indicator declined to 33.5, from
41.8 in the last quarter. Future expecta-
tions of remodeling work also slid to 27.7
from 38.0 in the second quarter. Both these
indices rest at historic lows since the start
of the RMI in 2001.

The RMI measures remodeler percep-
tions of market demand for current and
future residential remodeling projects. Any
number over 50 indicates that the major-
ity of remodelers view market conditions
as improving. The RMI has been running
below 50 since the final quarter of 2005,
implying decreasing remodeling expendi-
tures since that time.

“Remodelers reported another drop in
major home improvements and expecta-
tions for future work have also declined,”
said NAHB Remodelers Chairman Lonny
Rutherford, a remodeler from Farmington,
N.M. “A slight increase in minor remodel-
ing projects for owner-occupied home sug-
gests customers are cutting back on home

HOME

This week’s data represents homes sold
during November 2008

Danville

1163 Blue Spur Circle Shapell Homes to
M. & M. Danial for $1,150,000

10 Discovery Court M. & M. Lambourne to
J. & T. Bennett for $1,330,000

2311 Genoa Street Lennar Homes to E.
Tarassov for $1,119,000

336 Harper Lane Thomas Trust to B. & G.
Peterson for $950,000

8 Hunters Terrace Virtualbank to R. & K.
Wilson for $2,050,000

424 Marsanne Court Lennar Homes to T.
& K. Khatua for $1,130,000

15 Narcissus Court S. Salimian to K. & M.
Liu for $720,000

900 Richard Lane Chu Trust to C. Collins
for $780,000

309 Sutton Circle F. & M. Zbacnik to J. &
J. Higgs for $540,000

327 Sutton Circle J. & J. Matthews to J.
Epperson for $620,000

617 Sycamore Circle Thomas Trust to J. &
S. Ramos for $425,000

300 Windchime Drive Lasalle Bank to T. &
K. Knox for $781,000
Walnut Creek

463 Beacon Ridge Lane T. Stiffler to P.
Patt for $702,000

141 Camrose Place T. Stotka to R. & M.
Kearsley for $875,000

1874 Cannon Drive S. Shiota to F. Wilson
for $383,000

366 Caroni Street Byram Trust to S. & S.
Buhler for $839,000

improvement spending.”

Nationally, current activity for major
additions and alterations shrank to 29.38
(from 43.18 in the second quarter) during
the third quarter, while minor additions and
alterations slowed to 38.51 (from 42.89).
Maintenance and repair dropped to 30.92
(from 39.06).

“The remodeling market declines follow
the pattern of the home building slow-
down to a lesser degree,” said NAHB Chief
Economist David Seiders.

The remodeling market is tightening due
to more home builders taking on remod-
eling work, creating a more competitive
marketplace and flattening out calls for
bids and appointments for proposals.

Regionally, current market expectations
fell in the third quarter, with the South
dropping to 31.5 (from 40.1 in the second
quarter), the Midwest to 36.2 (from 52.9),
and the West to 36.1 (from 42.4). The
Northeast increased slightly to 32.9 (from
32.8). The Midwest, however, increased to
52.9 (from 44.1).

All measures for future expectation (calls
for bids, amount of work committed for next
three months, backlog of remodeling jobs,
and appointments for proposals) declined.

—Jeb Bing

ALE

Source: California REsource

281 Castle Glen Road Bondurant Trust to
D. Maffeo for $525,000

1421 Conejo Way Madix Trust to B. & C.
Estadt for $630,000

2837 Grande Camino Oconnell Trust to M.
& M. Konrad for $709,000.00

9 Los Banos Court Terry Trust to R. Udipi
for $435,000

1826 Lynvale Lane A. Shvets to Fung-A-
Ling Trust for $270,000

450 North Civic Drive #207 Medallion
Limited to M. Gurtovoy for $235,000

2729 Ptarmigan Drive #2 Goldston Trust
to Garrett Trust for $400,000

912 Quiet Place Court G. Lawler to C. &
J. Rogers for $600,000

1433 Ramsay Circle Glass Trust to B. & P.
Madix for $740,000

2604 Saklan Indian Drive #6 Pickler Trust
to Grupenhoff Trust for $770,000

150 Sharene Lane #211 \Wachovia
Mortgage to C. Kuzma for $245,000

1623 Sunnyvale Avenue GMAC Mortgage
to L. Lee for $411,000

4403 Terra Granada Drive #4A Jenson
Trust to J. Waxman for $340,000

1840 Tice Creek Drive #2412 Rothberg
Trust to Lewis Trust for $345,000

4340 Walnut Boulevard B. Simhayoff to D.
Harrison for $869,000

2657 West Newell Avenue R. & P. Martin
to M. Vail for $650,000

1500 Whitecliff Way Timken Trust to M.
Amani for $855,000

1044 Woodstock Court J. & I. Matek to H.
Alshurafa for $710,000

) )
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This week’s data represents homes sold during November 2008

Danville
Total sales reported: 12
Lowest sale reported: $425,000
Highest sale reported: $2,050,000
Average sales reported: $966,250

Walnut Creek

Total sales reported: 22

Lowest sale reported: $235,000
Highest sale reported: $875,000
Average sales reported: $569,909

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

1490 Laurenita Way $889,500
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 577-1944
142 Erselia Trail $2,699,500
Sun 1:30-4:30 Alain Pinel 577-1944
4 Bedrooms

2690 Tuscany Court $1,047,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential CA Realty 366-8275
3 Bedrooms

7748 Creekside Drive $599,950
Sun 1-4

Hometown GMAC, George McKean  998-1798

1812 Paseo Del Cajon $739,000
Sun 1-4 REMAX Accord 699-3122
455 Linden Way $950,000

Sun 1-4  Prudential California Reality 249-0301

4 Bedrooms

4277 Garibaldi Place $710,000
Sun 1-4 Dani Peel, Hometown GMAC 998-9692

1021 Crellin Road $725,000

Sun 1-4 Jim Lavey, Allied Brokers 846-3755
5 Bedrooms

1368 Royal Creek Court $1,288,888
Sun 1-4

Brigitte Huntemann, Keller Williams 260-2508
4931 Monaco Drive $969,900

Sat/Sun 1-4
Gene & Cindy Williams, Keller Willams 243-0900

..The Combs Team ..

Professionals You Can

Count on!
Call Joe and Nancy

925-989-6086

Nancy P. Combs

Visit www.thecombsteam.com

Joe Combs

24 Hour Free Audio Tour (866) 374-0607

Wendt Ranch Open Space and View

—

Highly upgraded 4 bedroom 4.5 bath.
Large guest suite and bonus room.
$1,300,000

Greenbrook Area Remodel

-3 > '] e -
A perfect “10.” 5 bedroom 2 bath remodel.
2,953 sq. ft. Stainless and granite kitchen,
on .23 acres. Walk to Greenbrook School,
backs Iron Horse Trail. $1,199,000
Read Joe and Nancy’s Real Estate
Column in Alive East Bay Magazine

West Side Alamo 5 Bedroom

Situated on a flat .49 acre lot, with 4297
sq.ft. Tuscan Beauty was built in 2003.
All the bells and whistles. $1,698,888

West Side Alamo Views!

Beautiful updated West Side Alamo
home. Views of Mt. Diablo, 2.05 acres.
$1,299,950
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| ['or a Better selection of Home Décor Fabrics and trims!
So Much More Than Fabrics!

» \Wallpaper

"Winter Special” AVE S =N e s o
. i . | N « Furniture
ZO% O%? K . 4 $ S &y ° Custom Rg-UphoIstery 10/0 oﬁ
. e . 38 |  Custom Slipcovers any one in-stock item
aﬁg Service X i L . : with this ad.

¢ Pillows & Lamps

* Decorative & Beaged Trim Kravert, Robert Allen,
* In-House Consulting Fabricut. Pindler

* Designer Discounts (In Stock) Waverly, ’sgahmgi(,
¢ Accessories/Gift Items. Thibaut, And More.

to all new clients with Toni, Kelly,
Monica, Elena, Michelle S.
Good through January 31, 2009
For Appointments Call

(925) 837-7884 . 170-D Alamo Plaza (by the Post Office), Alamo
3168 D Danville Blvd. : 925-837-8579
Alamo, CA 94507 Walk-ins Welcome & Open Monday throug , M-F 10-5:30pm Sat 10-5pm

A M O

Optometry Welcome to Pon Jose’s

Gregory Kraskowsky, O.D. Since 1974 we've been Provicling our
Doctor of Optometry

ii ) el ) customers with the best Mexican
* Full Service Optical Boutique ; f:oocl, made with the freshest
e Trained Optical Consultants Ey ) ; ’ ) e
* Complete Contact Lens Service InngCIICn’CS) Ina Famllg Cllnlng
Conveniently located in The Alamo Commons o atmosphere.

Dol = Mo ~L Pw Aot o Don Jose’s Enjoy the Best Margaritas in Town,
Holiday Special 10% Discount on any retail purchase £ Mexican Restaurant Sizzling Fajitas, Chimichangas, our

that is not combined with any insurance benefits. . H 7 he “Malinchi”. our
: : 3168 Danville Blvd. own invention, the '
3201 Danville Blvd, Suite 165, Alamo traditional Mexican Enchiladas, and

(925) 820-6622 Fax: (925) 820-5226 AlamgBiCASas0Y many more delicious specialty dishes.
www.eyefinity.com/alamooptometry (925) 743-8997

Julius “Joel” Magbitang, LUTCF Katrina Rozelle Pastries is
Financial SelrlvicTsdProfessioncd | brimming with holiday treats KATRINA ROZELLE
3201 Danville Blvd., Suite 240, Alamo 2
’ ! that t . Fi
Annuities (925) 552-7152 | www.MagbitangFinancialGroup.com del?gb%ﬁjﬁiiﬁlf;l:;brzz;e Ar Katrina Rozelle we welcome the holiday

s . season because it is our excuse to offer you a
bagged cookies to luscious tarts to ) S : :
o ; grand selection of our favorite festive desserts.
exquisite cakes, we make it easy From spectacular showpiece creations to
to give deliciously.

thoughtful stocking stuffers, our products are
deigned to make your celebrations beautiful,

SaVi n g fO r '{".m*ﬁ% delicious, and worry-free.

the future? . o 925.837.6337

Annuities could H = 215 B Alamo Plaza, Alamo
be your answer. ¢

Vacation Pet Care
3 Times/Day Exercise '
Dermatology Consults Want to
Same Day Grooming :

- advertise on this
Dental Cleaning $50 off with this ad : . Page?
\ Call Barbara Lindsey

www. katrinarozelle.com

Family Owned .
Plaza Pet Hospital ' RN to reserve your space today
& Surgery Center : ' : at 925.837.8300 x226
W)

120-E Alamo Plaza ® Alamo, CA 94507 AN D %
www.plazapethospital.com B plazapet@aol.com 34 AT an e
Since 1990 ® Behind Bank of America v

820-CATS (2287)




