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Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services Inc. Securities Dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.  
Summit Financial Group LLC is independently owned and operated. TR#23219 DOFU 07/2008

Comprehensive Financial Services 
2010 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120
San Ramon, CA 94583 

925-866-7800

With over 45 years of combined 
experience in financial services and 
asset management, Summit 
Financial Group Advisors Don 
Ledoux, Steve Wilcox, Vanessa 
Staley and Nathan Bennett 
specialize in retirement strategies, 
wealth management and estate 
planning for families and business 
owners. The firm’s advisors are as 
committed to the community as 
they are to the success of their 
clients. The firm’s involvement 
includes supporting youth 
organizations, charitable events and 
providing educational classes to the 
community.

Christmas Eve 
3-Course Prix Fixe Dinner

$42-$52 per guest
4:00-8:00pm

2-Course Children’s Menu
$8.00

New Year’s Eve
3-Course Prix Fixe Dinner

$47-$62 per guest
5:00-10:00pm

Complimentary Champagne 
Toast and Chocolate Truffl es 

at Midnight

44 Church Street 
Danville 

925.820.7200 
www.bridgesdanville.com

Christmas Eve
Open 11-7

New Year’s Eve
Open 4:00
Live Music  

Champagne Toast 
at Midnight

480 Hartz Avenue
Downtown Danville

The Holidays At Bridges

Pleasant Hill
1600 #B Contra Costa

(Near Melo’s Pizza)
925-685-2943

San Ramon
181 Marketplace

(Near San Ramon Library)
925-830-9130

www.jewelsmiths.com

Purchasing Jewelry?
Why not repair or redesign instead!

Are you ready to look as young as you feel?

Before
untreated smile lines
photo unretouched

12 hours after
treatment of smile lines

photo unretouched

Just in time for the Holidays.

www.evolence.com

Introducing EVOLENCE®: the natural collagen dermal 
filler that delivers immediate, natural-looking results 
that last.

EVOLENCE® is indicated for the correction of moderate-to-deep facial wrinkles and 
folds, such as nasolabial folds. EVOLENCE® should be injected into the mid-to-
deep dermis. Possible side effects of EVOLENCE are usually injection-site related 
and includes mild swelling, redness, and pain. Other rare side effects include the 
development of small areas of firmness under the skin at the treated sites that may be 
notices when the areas are pressed upon. For more information, please contact us at 
1.800.EVOLENCE (1.800.386.5362).

OrthoNeutrogena division of Ortho-McNeil-Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
© OrthoNeutrogena 2008  EVO-US-08-0028

To schedule your in-depth EVOLENCE® consultation, please 
contact your STAR™-trained aesthetic professional:

Elliott B. Lavey, MD
Board Certified: American Board of Plastic Surgery
Phone: 925-820-3633

Location: 913 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
Suite 288, Danville, CA 94526

a naturally younger-looking you
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Same commitment to excellence.
Same devoted staff.

New name.
You’ve known us for years as The Medicine Shoppes of Pleasanton and 
San Ramon. We’ve kept all the services you’ve grown to expect and are 
combining them with expanded care programs under our new name,

“Custom Care Pharmacy”.

Look for new community programs and customer offers in the next few months.

Pleasanton
4271 First Street

(In Pleasant Plaza)
925.846.4455

9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat
www.pleasantoncustomcare.com

San Ramon
124 Market Place
(Next to Nob Hill)

925.830.0555
9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat

www.sanramoncustomcare.com

Our Name is Our Commitment.

Streetwise
A S K E D  AT  B L A C K H AW K  S H O P P I N G  C E N T E R

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
Holiday images were cut out with precision by the students in Melinda Burgess’ sec-
ond-grade class at Alamo Elementary School. Artists are, l-r from top: Chase Bowers, 
Heather Lindersmith, Brenica Sipin, Scott Burkland, Shannon David, Richard Zhang, 
Riley O’Connell and Wesley Little.

Vol. IV, Number 33

We used to go to Tahoe every year but this 
year it will be different. Our boys are in Los 
Angeles and New York so this will be our first 
year without them. We are still getting used to 
the empty nest.

Sue Chainey
empty nester and dog nanny

We open all of our presents on Christmas Eve, 
not Christmas Day. We are Filipino and that is 
how we do it. We go to Mass first and then it’s 
present time. This year I want a purple Care 
Bear.

Gabby Galicinao
first-grader

I like to eat ham every year on Christmas Eve. 
My parents are divorced so I go to my dad’s 
house and open presents.

Richard McElroy
customer support specialist

I go to church. We all get together for dinner 
with the family first. We also get to open a 
couple of presents. I want car stuff this year 
but it’s too expensive so I will probably get 
some clothing.

Ted Bates
manager

I am going to my mom’s house in Pleasant 
Hill. We do dinner and presents. We are a 
pasta-loving family with some lamb. It’s a big 
group of family and friends so it should be 
fun.

John Sbarro
sales & marketing for Skillset Online

What are your  
Christmas Eve plans?Q:

COMPILED BY PATTY BRIGGS

The Danville Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing Co., 117 Town and Country Drive, 
Suite D, Danville, CA  94526; (925) 837-8300. Application to Mail at Periodicals Postage Rates is Pending 
at Danville CA. The Danville Weekly is mailed free to homes and apartments in Danville, Blackhawk, Diablo 
and Alamo. Voluntary subscriptions at $30 per year ($50 for two years) are welcome from local residents. 
Subscription rate for businesses and for residents of other communities is $50 per year. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Danville Weekly, 117 Town and Country Drive, Suite D, Danville, CA  94526. © 2008 by 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.
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N E W S  D I G E S T

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

“ “When we dropped off the 
gifts ... one woman just 

started crying.” ”—Gina Turturici, chairwoman of program that delivered 
Christmas gifts to a Richmond school. See story, page 5. 

N E W S F R O N T

30 Years of Title Insurance

BUYING, SELLING OR 
REFINANCING A HOME?

IT’S EASY – CHECK US OUT!

VISIT ENTITLEDIRECT.COM  OR CALL 1-877-9-ENTITLE
TO GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY

YOU CAN 
SAVE $$$$ ON 
TITLE INSURANCE. Helicopter search for fleeing suspect

 Northwest Danville residents saw a flurry of police activ-
ity Monday as an intensive search was held for a suspect 
fleeing on a stolen motorcycle.
 Danville Police Sgt. Dan Hoffman said the incident 
began shortly before 4 p.m. when Patrol Officer Paul 
Murphy spotted the cyclist speeding on Danville Boulevard 
just south of Alamo. Murphy put on lights and siren for a 
traffic stop but the cyclist fled at speeds greater than 80 
mph. Due to rain conditions, Murphy chose not to pursue 
but informed other officers. A citizen reported seeing the 
motorcyclist turn onto Del Amigo Road and several offi-
cers converged on the scene, including a K-9 officer from 
Concord and the Contra Costa Sheriff’s helicopter.
 The motorcycle was found abandoned near the inter-
section of Starview Place and Starview Drive, and a 
check of the license plate showed the cycle as stolen out 
of Tracy. Murphy had recognized the driver as Bradley 
Martin, 19, who resides in both Danville and Tracy. Murphy 
went to Martin’s Danville residence to speak to his family 
and while he was there Martin called his father. The young 
man indicated that he was sorry for fleeing, according to 
reports, and that he was willing to turn himself in. He was 
taken into custody and charged with possession of stolen 
property and probation violation. 
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  Newsfront
S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  D A N V I L L E   B L A C K H A W K   D I A B L O   A L A M O

by Geoff Gillette

As part of a major push 
to increase their presence 
in northern California, 

grocery chain Fresh & Easy is 
looking to open a new store 
in Danville. The small market 
chain, owned by Britain based 
Tesco PLC, is planning to share 
the former Albertsons grocery 
store location on Diablo Road 
with Walgreens.
 Danville Principal Planner David 
Crompton said the plans have been 
in the works for more than a year, 
and currently the company is going 
through the town’s Design Review 
Board to get signage approved for 
its new location. 
 The East Bay is targeted for more 
than half a dozen of the new store 
locations and better than two dozen 
in Northern California, according 
to Fresh & Easy’s Web site.
 Fresh & Easy spokesman 
Brendan Wonnacott said they are 
very excited to be coming to 
Danville and he is hopeful that 
the store will fit in well with the 
neighborhood.
 “For us, the matter of neighbor-
hoods is what is important. We go 
into different types of neighbor-
hoods and it’s just a matter of 
offering what the neighborhoods 
want,” he explained.
 Wonnacott said the 10,000-
square-foot stores, smaller than the 
average chain grocery store, are 
designed to provide quality food at 

affordable prices. “They’re really a 
‘neighborhood market’ in the truest 
sense of the word,” he said.
 Because their space needs are 
less than what is available at 
the Albertsons site, the company 
looked for someone to share the 
space, which led it to Walgreens, 
based in Deerfield, Ill.
 “We’ve done this in other loca-
tions as well,” Wonnacott said. 
“For us it’s important to get good 
locations in the neighborhoods we 
want to serve, even if it means 
getting a building with a larger 
footprint than we normally get and 
leasing it out to someone else.”
 Two questions remain regarding 
the store’s arrival in Danville, the 
first being when it plans to open 
its doors. Wonnacott said the com-
pany does not have a set timetable 
for the opening as of yet. 
 One of the issues that needs 
to be addressed prior to the 
store’s opening is the creation of 
a Northern California distribu-
tion center to handle the flow of 
merchandise. Once that facility is 
completed the store will be closer 
to an opening date.
 The second question is in regards 
to the current Walgreens store on 
San Ramon Valley Boulevard. 
Will it remain open when the new 
store goes in, or will it be folded 
into the new facility? 
 At press time, officials with 
Walgreens Corp. had not responded 
to questions regarding the proposed 
new store on Diablo Road. 

Fresh & Easy, 
Walgreens partners 

at store location
Grocer and pharmacy to occupy former Albertsons site

GEOFF GILLETTE.

The gift  
of wheels

Volunteer Joe Hui 
(left) makes last-minute 
adjustments to one of the 
more than 100 bicycles 
he and other volunteers 
have refurbished as part 
of adopt-a-bike. The 
program, run through 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church, takes in used 
bicycles, fixes them up 
and donates them to 
various service agencies 
throughout the county. 
Many bikes will find their 
way to needy recipients 
at the Monument Crisis 
Center in Concord.

by Geoff Gillette 

R ain fell, temperatures hung in 
the low 40s, and still a group 
of parents turned out Monday 

and Tuesday mornings at Los Cerros 
Middle School and Sycamore Valley 
Elementary to collect gifts to be deliv-
ered to more than two dozen families at 
Martin Luther King Elementary School 
in Richmond.
 The effort is part of a 14-year-old pro-
gram started at Greenbrook Elementary 
School called the Cross County Partner 
School Program. Formed in 1994, 
the program provides clothing, books 
and other items to partner schools 
in Richmond, San Pablo, Oakland, 
Pittsburg, Antioch and Concord.
 Program chairwoman Gina Turturici 
said that each school in the San Ramon 
Valley Unified School District is paired 

with a partner school in the East Bay. 
Schools hold clothing and book drives 
twice per year and take the proceeds to 
their partners.
 In a recent drive, Sycamore Valley 
Elementary and Los Cerros worked 
together to adopt 31 families at Martin 
Luther King Elementary. Over two days, 
the parents jammed a horse trailer, a 
panel truck and several SUVs with toys, 
games, bikes and other items and deliv-
ered them to their adopted families.
 Beth Bemis was one of the parents 
involved. The mother of a kindergart-
ner at Sycamore Valley, Bemis said 
her daughter’s class adopted a family. 
“The whole idea was so the kids could 
understand about people in need.” 
 Bemis said over the course of the 
last few weeks of getting ready for the 
drive her daughter became very involved 
in the effort. “She really got clued in 

because it meant so much to me. So my 
daughter said, ‘You haven’t asked me 
for money out of my piggy bank. I want 
to give you 20 moneys.’ She was very 
serious about it, and used $20 out of her 
piggy bank to buy a gift card.”
 This is the first year that they’ve 
done the gift drive, but Turturici said it 
went extremely well. “People are just 
being so generous. When we dropped 
off the gifts from Los Cerros yesterday, 
one woman just started crying.”
 Bemis agreed “It took me eight hours 
just to wrap all the gifts that came in. It’s 
a great feeling, seeing how people will 
do this to help other people.”
 Turturici said that in the 14 years 
since it was created by Shirley Bull, the 
Cross County Exchange program has 
been responsible for the donation of 1 
million books and 1 million articles of 
clothing to their partner schools. 

Schools share spirit of giving
Partner program sends gifts, clothing to Richmond families

GEOFF GILLETTE.

Kristin Lineberry, a parent at Sycamore Valley Elementary School, loads 
gifts and items into a truck bound for Martin Luther King Elementary 
School in Richmond Tuesday morning while her daughter Ella, 2, looks on.



by Geoff Gillette 

 A truism in politics is that 
passionate voters go to the polls 
on election day. Going by that 
axiom, Danville voters are more 
passionate now than they have 
been since the days of Richard 
Nixon.
 Results from the Nov. 4 elec-
tion have been finalized and 
Contra Costa County Clerk Steve 
Weir said Danville’s voter turnout 
numbers are the highest they’ve 
been in more than 20 years.
 “Danville voter turnout was 
89.65 percent. For modern his-
tory, after the mid ’70s, this is a 
record,” Weir said. 
 He explained that due to the 
way voter registration was set 
up and maintained in the ’50s, 
’60s and early ’70s, turnout num-

bers were always high because 
only those people truly dedicated 
to voting would still be on the 
rolls.
 “For instance, if you didn’t 
vote in an even-numbered elec-
tion you were dropped from the 
voter rolls,” he explained. “So 
turnouts were higher. Now that 
registration is easier and much 
harder to purge, the frequent 
voter is only a percentage of the 
rolls.”
 Countywide, the turnout per-
centage was slightly lower at 
86.87 percent. Weir said they 
saw turnout numbers in the 90th 
percentile in Clayton, Lafayette 
and Orinda, while Richmond was 
behind with an 84 percent turn-
out, and Pittsburg had only 81 
percent. 
 Two issues received a great deal 

of media attention nationwide 
regarding the election: problems 
for those who attempted early 
voting, and long lines at poll-
ing places. Weir said his county 
Elections Department saw some 
minor snafus but nothing as seri-
ous as was reported elsewhere 
in the country. Prior to Election 
Day, it was possible to vote at his 
office in Martinez.
 “We had two-and-a-half to 
three times the normal number 
voting in our office,” he noted. 
“There were around 8,500 people 
who came to take advantage of 
early voting. We think they were 
worried about lines at their poll-
ing places, and they ended up 
making lines here.”
 Weir and his employees were 
hard pressed to keep up with the 
surge of voters, going from only 
four or five voting booths to hav-
ing 29 booths.
 “We had them in our lobby, we 
had them in our hallway. We had 
to scramble. Fortunately we were 
at our office so we were able 
to bring all the equipment out. 
Most of my senior staff, myself 
included, ended up working the 
line,” Weir recalled.
 On Election Day, they received 
few reports of issues at the polls. 
In one instance, a Danville pre-
cinct had a very long line.
 “I sent staff out there to see 
what the problem was,” Weir 
said, “and we worked it out.”
 Weir said he believes the rea-
son there were few line problems 
in Contra Costa County was that 
they had a large number of vote- 
by-mail ballots turned in. “We 
had 1.2 million fewer voters at 
the polls but 2 million more vote-
by-mail. We were pretty sure we 
weren’t going to have those kinds 
of problems you hear about,” he 
said.
 There were some reports of 
signs close to a polling area in 
Alamo, but they were not found 
to be closer than 100 feet so they 
were not taken down. Weir said 
that those types of issues are fair-
ly mild compared to some things 
that were happening around the 
country.
 “We try not to have signs asso-
ciated with any polling place,” he 
said. “We want to create a safe 
haven for our voters.”
 Weir’s employees scrambled 
to rectify one situation, where 
incorrect vote-by-mail ballots 
were sent out to around 100 
residents. Weir said they set up a 
system to handle those cases and 
immediately dispatched employ-
ees to make sure the resident had 
the correct ballot.
 “Our philosophy,” he stated, 
“is if you make a mistake, iden-
tify it, confess to it and fix it.”
 Overall though, Weir said 
things went very well. “This was 
a very smooth election,” he said, 
“especially considering it was 
such a high profile election with 
record-breaking turnouts.” 

Voter turnout highest  
in two decades

Election wrap-up shows smooth sailing in Contra Costa County

N E W S F R O N T

Celebrate Christmas
At Messiah Lutheran Church

Saturday, December 20th
5pm - Children’s Christmas Program

Wednesday, December 24th
7pm - Christmas Eve Service of Lessons & Carols

10pm - Christmas Eve Eucharist & Candlelight Vigil

Thursday, December 25th
10am - The Feast of the Nativity

2305 Camino Tassajara, Danville

 

Special Service Times
Saturday, Dec. 20 - 6:00 PM

Sunday, Dec. 21 - 8:45, 10:00 & 11:15 AM
Saturday, Dec. 27 - No Service

Sunday, Dec. 28 - 9:00 & 10:30 AM
Nurseries and Kids Programs available in ALL services.  

Services run about 1 hour and 15 minutes.

2501 Danville Blvd., Alamo
(925) 355-9200  Email: office@newlifeinfo.com

New Life Church

Do You  Hear What 

I  Hear?

Sundays 9:00 & 10:30am
Christmas Eve 6:00pm

1565 Green Valley Road
Danville, CA 94526

www.rollhill.org

Rolling Hills Community Church
     invites you...

ROLLINGhillscommunity church

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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Homes for the holidays
Docent Barbara Monsler welcomes visitors to the Raphel home on 

Alameda Diablo in Diablo last Friday morning, one of five spectacular 
houses featured this year on the annual AAUW Holiday Home Tour. The 
sun shone brightly as flocks of women—and a few men—followed red 
maps to the five special houses decorated to the hilt for Christmas.
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N E W S F R O N T

Unretouched clinical photo taken 
while frowning before and 14 days 

after treatment with Botox® Cosmetic

Also Offering Botox® /
Restylane® Treatments

Dr. David Melamed, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only
Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Lose weight...and keep it off!

NEW Botox® Service

$75 OFF
Botox® Treatment 

plus Free Consultation to new clients only
Not valid with other offers. Expires 12-31-08

Shauntrell lost weight on our 
program and you can too!

After

Before

DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Happy holidays 
with Supervisor Piepho

Supervisor Mary N. Piepho of District 3 talks to constituent 
Owen Shackleton about his plans as she welcomes the public 
to her offices on Diablo Road last week for her holiday open 
house. People who attended also donated cans of food for the 
2008 Holiday Food Drive to benefit the Food Bank of Contra 
Costa and Solano for community members in need.

The food drive continues through Dec. 25 as part of a 
countywide effort. The five supervisors’ offices compete 
against each other for a small apple trophy, which District 
3 won last year, and Contra Costa County also competes 
against Solano County for a large apple trophy.

Last year District 3 won the Contra Costa County drive by 
raising $12,000 in monetary donations. This year its goal is 
$15,000. Send donations to the 2008 Holiday Food Drive, 
District 3, Contra Costa County; 309 Diablo Road; Danville 
94526.

In the 
shadow of 
the dragon

Sal and Carol 
Riele of Danville 
enjoy their Weekly 
at Tiger Beach Park 
in Dalian, China, 
while on a cruise 
in September 
2007 from Alaska 
to Japan, Russia, 
South Korea and 
China.

T A K E  U S  A L O N G

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

Are your investments held at a major investment bank 
that recently changed hands? If you’re concerned, contact 
us to schedule a free consultation. Our mission is to 
address your investment goals. Our research is objective 
and our independence is powered by LPL Financial, the 
nation’s largest independent broker/dealer.*
*Based on total revenues, Financial Planning magazine, June 1996-2008.

Okay.
Now 
what?

Carey Consulting Wealth Management, Inc.
Jamie Carey, CFP, CPA, MBA
President 

1350 Treat Blvd. #390 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

(925) 937-6385 
jamie.carey@lpl.com

www.careyconsulting 
wealthmanagement.com

CA Insurance Lic. #0B98802
Serving Main Street with 

Independent Advice
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Diablo Views
B Y  D O L O R E S  F O X  C I A R D E L L I

M y friend Maria had two 
“cute kid” stories to share 
the other day. 

 One was about her niece’s 
6-year-old son Jack, who attends 
a Catholic school back East. The 
teacher was telling the story about 
birth of Jesus, starting with when 
the angel appeared to tell Mary 
about his impending arrival.
 “Does anyone know the angel’s 
name?” the teacher asked. A student 
correctly answered, “Gabriel.”
 Jack shot up his hand. “I know 
the names of the other two angels,” 
he said.
 The teacher wasn’t aware of any 
other angels at the scene but none-
theless told him to go ahead and tell 
the class.
 “Hark and Herald,” Jack said 
proudly. “Hark and Herald angels 
sing.”
 The other story was about her 
boss’ granddaughter, also 6. She 
put a Gameboy on her list for Santa 
Claus. After her mother talked to 
her about not requesting anything 
too extravagant, the little girl pleas-
antly agreed, crossed it off and 
wrote down another thing she’d 
like Santa to bring: gum.
 That’s one thing my daughter Zoe 
likes about teaching kindergarten—

the kids’ appreciation of the little 
things. She bought each one an 
eraser last week. They cost about 
10 cents apiece, and were in the 
shapes of snowmen, gingerbread 
men, Santa, a tree 
and other seasonal 
figures. 
 When she told 
them that she’d 
put surprises in 
their cubbies they 
couldn’t wait 
to finish their 
assignment and 
look. As they dis-
covered them they 
each cried out in 
joy, “Thank you, 
Ms. Ciardelli!” 
“I love you, Ms. 
Ciardelli!” They were so excited 
that she told them they had two 
minutes to talk about the eras-
ers, then they would move on to 
something else. And indeed, for 
two minutes they talked about 
what they got and how much they 
loved her.
 After Zoe has had a tiring day, 
her fiancé Jeff reminds her: “Who 
else has a job where every day 
people tell you they love you and 
give you hugs?”

 There is an endless supply of 
cute kid stories. Art Linkletter 
made a career out of it on his TV 
show “House Party,” with a seg-
ment called “Kids Say the Darndest 

Things,” which 
resulted in books of 
the same name. The 
show ran five days a 
week for 20 years in 
the 1950s and 1960s, 
with Linkletter 
interviewing some 
20,000 children in 
all. From 1998-2000 
Bill Cosby revived 
the concept with 
Linkletter as his co-
host.
 My DJ friend 
Sam Van Zandt had 

a poignant “kid” tale to tell. He’s 
on the KBAY Sam & Lissa morning 
show in San Jose, and on Saturday 
they broadcast from Christmas in 
the Park to get listeners to Stuff the 
Bus with Toys for Tots.
 Sam told me about one mother 
who comes to the event every year 
with her twin daughters, Alexia 
and Alicia, who carefully select the 
toys to give to children who other-
wise may not receive anything for 
Christmas. This year the girls are 

9, and Alexia, who is blind, gave 
a Barbie backpack filled with toys. 
Alexia pointed out to Sam that she 
had labeled each of the toys in the 
backpack in Braille, in case it was 
received by another little girl who, 
like herself, is blind.

Meet Bob

 I ran into Sue and Bob 
Worthington in downtown Danville 
the other day, a retired couple I 
always see at the monthly Mayor’s 
Mornings. They were both laugh-
ing and told me why.
 They’d been walking down Hartz 
Avenue with Bob holding their pur-
chases when a woman passed them 
going into a store and said, “Hi, 
Bob.”
 Sue looked at Bob but he was 
bewildered and asked the woman 
how she knew his name.
 She didn’t, she said. But when-
ever she sees a husband carrying 
the purchases, she always calls him 
Bob, short for beast of burden.
 Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah and Happy Kwanzaa to 
all the bobs of the world—and to 
those for whom they are bobbing. 

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli 
can be e-mailed at editor@

DanvilleWeekly.com.

Meet Hark and Herald

www.hopyard.com

San Ramon
(925) 277-9600

470 Market Place

30 BEERS ON TAP 
Holiday beers are here!

Come for the Beer
Come back for the Food

www.pascalcafe.com
Monday-Saturday 6:00-3:00 p.m. ~ Sunday 7:00-3:00 p.m.

155 Railroad Ave., Danville ~ 925.838.7349

French Café & Bakery

Voted Best 
French Restaurant 

2 years!

Join us for breakfast Dec. 24, serving 7:30 - 10:00. 
It's not too late to order a Yule log, pies, 

and fancy desserts!

Serving fair trade coffee

“I know the 
names of the 
other two angels. 
Hark and Herald 
angels sing.”

—Jack, age 6
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Perspective
E D I T O R I A L S   L E T T E R S   O P I N I O N S

 If you’ve been online you’ve 
probably noticed a few upgrades 
on our Town Square site. Some of 
these come as a response to user 
suggestions. 
 One of the main concerns of 
our forum users is the issue of 
“identity theft,” for lack of a better 
term. A few of our regular posters 
have been the targets of people 
using their online name. So our 
site developers have made it pos-
sible for registered users to lock in 
their public online name. If some-
one else tries to use that online 
name, and it doesn’t say “so and 
so is a member (registered user) of 
Danville Weekly,” the poster is an 
imposter, for lack of a better term.
 However, the forum is not 
becoming a “registered user only” 
site, and comments from anony-
mous posters will still be allowed. 
While there are drawbacks to ano-
nymity, there are enough advan-
tages that it is a positive attribute. 
 In addition to being able to keep 
an online identity, registered users 
can track topics and have an e-mail 
sent to them when a comment is 
made. A new benefit of being a 
registered user is that now, when a 
new topic is started, the poster will 
have the option of restricting com-
ments to registered users only. 
 We have also added a link called 
“Report Objectionable Content” at 
the bottom of every comment to 
make it easier to alert us, and there 
is now a “share” icon so users can 
share via social networking sites. 
There is also a search capability 
for Town Square forums next to the 
search box at the top of the page. 

 A few additions are not as obvi-
ous but are equally important. For 
example, in the “Terms of Use” we 
have added the following: 

under multiple names. Postings 
within a single topic from the same 
IP address made under different 
names will be deleted.

are primarily intended to promote, 
or create links to, another Web site.

we do not have any obligation 
to review, monitor or screen 
the content that is posted on 
DanvilleWeekly.com, and that we 
do not own such content, we are 
the sole judge of whether the con-
tent you post meets these Terms 
of Use, and that we may edit, 
remove or lock content you post 
on DanvilleWeekly.com at our sole 
discretion for any reason, even if 
not specifically addressed in this 
Terms of Use.
 Having a community forum 
that is accessible to everyone—
and where everyone is respect-
ed—is an important part of our 
DanvilleWeekly.com site. Most 
of the recent improvements have 
come from suggestions or concerns 
of Town Square users. If you have 
questions, comments, suggestions 
or concerns, please e-mail me at 
gallen@danvilleweekly.com. 

Gina Channell-Allen,  
a 20-year journalism veteran,  

is the president of the East 
Bay division of Embarcadero 

Publishing Co., publisher of the 
Danville Weekly and president of 

the Pleasanton Weekly.
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Discover the Message 
of Christmas

Wednesday, December 24th, 7:00 pm
Diablo Vista Middle School, 4100 Camino Tassajara

Call the church office at 837-5525  
if you need more information.

An extension ministry of Community Presbyterian Church

Enjoy a Christmas Celebration for the Whole Family.
CPC@Tassajara

www.cpctassajara.org

VOTE NO ON 
INCORPORATION!

ALAMO SPOTLIGHT
YOUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE

www.AlamoSpotlight.com

Help support our fight 
against incorporation!
Volunteers and/or Donations Welcome!

WE   R   ALAMO

Email: focus@alamospotlight.com
Phone: (925) 820-8158

FPPC 1313955

Did alcohol ruin another Thanksgiving? 
Is your life spiraling out of control and your 

family breaking apart? There’s HELP for 
you and your family at R-Quest. 

R-Quest has been helping Tri-Valley 
families for over 10 years.

Simply call or email the offi ce for 
information. Your family is worth it.

Offi ce  925 426-0501     Email info@rquest.org   web site www.rquest.org

, Fitness Director
  NSCA Certifi ed Strength 

& Conditioning Specialist
 B.A. Degree from Harvard University
 ACE Certifi ed Personal Trainer

Tired of Overcrowded Gyms?
We Offer an Exclusive One-on-One 

Personal Training Facility

Ultimate Fitness
Academy
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This is a special time in schools as students express their holiday joy in their art 
projects. For this week’s cover story, children from the classes of Melinda Burgess, 
Michelle Nelson, Carrie Barkovsky, Lindsay Tate, Denise Guidici  
and Sue Benit at Alamo Elementary School share their art with you.
Happy Holidays! 

School children share their December art

Holiday inspiration
This is a
projects
Michelle
and Sue
Happy H

Scho
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P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N  &  L O G   O B I T U A R I E S   B I R T H S  &  W E D D I N G S

Helen Jeanie (Henter) 
Hammill
 Helen Jeanie (Henter) Hammill 
died at her Danville home Dec. 9 at 
the age of 76, after receiving com-
munion with her family.
 She was born of Hungarian 
emigrants in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada, in 1932, the second young-
est of five children and the only one 
to leave Canada. She came to San 
Francisco in 1955 and lived in a 
guest house, and was introduced 
to her husband, Sydney, the next 
year. She worked as a secretary in 
his CPA business, going part-time 
after their children were born, until 
the age of 65.
 She loved to entertain family and 
friends, gardening, sewing, skiing, 
reading, bridge, golfing at Royal 
Vista in San Ramon and then 
Diablo Country Club, and travel. 
She also loved football, hockey, and 
her grandchildren’s sports. She was 
active at Community Presbyterian 
Church in Danville.
 She was predeceased by her sis-
ter Katherine Martin and brother 
Alexander Henter Jr. of Canada. She 
is survived by her husband Sydney, 
daughter Laura (Charlie) Forni, son 
Glenn (Lisa), sisters Rose Quinn 
and Peggy Gordon of Canada; and 
many loving grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews. A memorial service 
will be held at 1 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 3, at CPC, 222 W. El Pintado 
Road in Danville. Donations may 
be sent to the Deacon’s Fund at 
CPC or Hospice of the East Bay.

Gerald L. Spreen

 Gerald L. Spreen, a resident of 
Alamo, died Nov. 22 at the age of 
75.
 He was born Jan. 6, 1933, in 
Paradise, Calif. He settled in 
Walnut Creek where he practiced 
as a CPA for 44 years. He was a 
former member of the Mt. Diablo 
Lions Club of Walnut Creek. He 
enjoyed the outdoors, working with 
his hands and spending time with 
his family.
 He is survived by his wife Glenna 
“Gerry” Spreen; his daughter and 
son-in-law, Susan and Charles 
Miller; and two granddaughters. He 
was laid to rest Nov. 26 in Paradise. 
A memorial service was held 
Dec. 12 at the Veterans Memorial 
Building in Lafayette. Donations 
may be made in his memory to the 
Lions Club of Walnut Creek.

Flora Moulthrop

 Danville resident Flora Moulthrop 
died Nov. 9 at the age of 106.
 She was born Aug. 16, 1902, in 
Oakland. She graduated in 1926 
from the University of California. 
She married John Horace Moulthrop 
and they made their first home in 
Alameda. She became active in the 
Olive Branch of Children’s Hospital 
of the East Bay. In 1942 they moved 
to Orinda and later to Los Angeles. 
In Southern California, she was 

active in the Ebell Club of Los 
Angeles and Children’s Hospital 
of Southern California, of which 
she was president. Upon returning 
to Northern California, she became 
active in Assistance League of 
Diablo Valley. She was widowed 
in 1997 after 68 years of marriage. 
She had a great love for her family, 
gardening and her animals.
 She is survived by her sons, 
Franklin Wyman Moulthrop (Bud) 
of Lafayette and his wife Patty; 
John Buford Moulthrop of Alamo 
and wife Susan; and Clark Gray 
Moulthrop of Diablo and wife 
Ellen; her grandsons and two great-
granddaughters.
 Services were private. Inurnment 
was at St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church in Danville. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to Assistance 
League of Diablo Valley, 2711 
Buena Vista Ave., Walnut Creek 
94597.

Francette Mauze 
Cameron
 Francette Mauze Cameron, a for-
mer resident of Danville, died Nov. 
15 at the age of 92. 
 She was born May 17, 1916, 
in Burbank and raised in Fresno. 
She was a junior high and high 
school teacher in Oakland and 
later was vice principal at a high 
school. She was a member of 
P.E.O. (Philanthropic Educational 
Organization). 
 She is survived by her son, Alex 
(Judy) of Spokane; two grandchil-
dren; and two great-grandchildren. 
 A memorial service was held 
Dec. 4 in Spokane, Wash. Memorial 
contributions can be made to 
Hospice of Spokane, P.O. Box 
2215, Spokane, WA 99210-2215. 

Doris Margaret Morgan

 Doris Margaret Morgan, a resi-
dent of Danville, died Nov. 15 at 
the age of 84. 
 She was born April 6, 1924, in 
Hayward. She graduated from San 
Ramon Valley High School and 
Heald College. She was an original 
settler of the Blackhawk area. She 
and her husband Albert owned and 
operated DU-MOR Dairy in Walnut 
Creek and Pleasant Hill from 1957-
79. She loved to travel, play tennis, 
golf and bridge. She was a member 
of the Golden Girls, the Old Crows, 
and several bridge groups. 
 She was preceded in death by her 
beloved husband of 57 years, Albert 
Morgan, and her brother, Robert 
Kamp. She is survived by her three 
children, Russ and wife Cheryl 
Morgan of Pleasanton, Sharon 
Clore of Danville, and Tim Morgan 
of Martinez. She is also survived by 
six grandchildren; six great-grand 
children; two sisters, Lois Gompertz 
of San Ramon and Shirley Geraths 
of Walnut Creek, and her sister-in-
law Regina Kamp of Livermore. 
 A memorial service was held in 
November at Oakmont Memorial 
Park and Mortuary in Lafayette. 

Donations can be made to the 
American Diabetes Association.

Salvatore Pasque 
Paladino
 Salvatore Pasque Paladino, a 
resident of Alamo, died surrounded 
by his family Nov. 16 at the age of 
83. 
 He was born April 12, 1925, in 
Cicero, Ill. He served as a lieu-
tenant in WWII in the Army Air 
Corps. He raised his family in 
Illinois and moved to the Bay Area 
32 years ago with his beloved wife 
Phyllis. He loved to travel, was a 
lifelong Chicago Cubs fan, and was 
an avid woodworker. 
 He was preceded in death by his 
wife Phyllis in 1990. He is survived 
by his children Phillip Paladino 
(Barbara), David Paladino (Lois), 
Jane Bradford (Robin), Thomas 
Paladino (Michele) and Patricia 
Konigsberg (Neil); his brother 
Joseph; 11 grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. Memorial 
services were Nov. 21 in Walnut 
Creek. 

Charles E. Holman

 Charles E. Holman, a resident of 
Danville, died Nov. 16 at the age of 
90.
 He was born Nov. 29, 1917. After 
30 years as an airline pilot, he and 
his wife Vivienne traveled exten-
sively around the world. During 
his retirement he enjoyed playing 
the drums with Vivienne’s orches-
tra, the Moonglowers. They played 
many venues including senior cen-
ters. He was a lover of horses 
and animals. He was a member 
of the Alameda County Sheriff’s 
posse for 25 years, an avid golfer, 
and owned his own boat, traveling 
through the Delta. 
 He was the beloved husband of 
Vivienne, devoted father of Diana 
Lynn Gerbovitz, son-in-law Tom, 
cherished grandfather of Michael 
and Kristine and two great-grand-
children.
 A memorial was held Nov. 24 
at St. Isidore Catholic Church in 
Danville. Donations can be made 
in his name to the Bruns House 
Hospice, 2849 Miranda Ave., 
Alamo 94507.

Robert H. Frolick

 Robert H. Frolich, a resident of 
Danville, died Nov. 17 at the age of 
88.
 He was born April 25, 1920, and 
was raised in Everett, Wash. He 
later served in WWII aboard the 
USS St. Louis as an aviation scout, 
surviving 14 major battles. He lived 
in Orinda and Danville with the 
love of his life, Peggy, who pre-
deceased him. Together they ran 
Fine Day Paints and A Touch of 
Yesterday Antiques in Danville. 
They also sponsored numerous 
youth and adult sports teams. 
 At his request no services were 
held.

O B I T U A R I E S

Sheriff’s deputy hurt in Alamo crash
 Officials with the California Highway Patrol are investigating a 
weekend crash in Alamo that sent two women, one an officer with 
the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Department, to the hospital.
 CHP spokesman Officer Tom Maguire said the incident occurred 
shortly after 8 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 13, at the intersection of 
Danville Boulevard and Stone Valley Road. 
 Deputy Jennifer Yen, 32, was driving southbound on Danville 
Boulevard when she collided with a westbound auto driven by 
57-year-old Patricia Gagliotti of Concord, according to reports. 
 Maguire said both drivers were wearing seatbelts at the time of 
the crash and so did not receive serious injuries. Emergency crews 
transported both women to John Muir Medical Center where they 
were treated.
 Officers on the scene received conflicting reports as to which 
direction of traffic had the green light, so no charges have been 
filed while officers investigate the accident.

—Geoff Gillette

P O L I C E  B U L L E T I N

Sunday, Dec. 7

Monday, Dec. 8

Tuesday, Dec. 9

Wednesday, Dec. 10

Thursday, Dec. 11

Friday, Dec. 12

Saturday, Dec. 13

P O L I C E  L O G

The Danville Police Department made 
the following information available from 
its incident summary report:
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P E O P L E  &  L I F E S T Y L E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

by Geoff Gillette

O peration. Battleship. Cooties. Many of us can 
remember a time when we tiptoed down the stairs 
before the sun had fully risen to see if the cookies 

and milk were gone, to look beneath a gaily lit tree in search 
of brightly wrapped packages containing wonderful games, 
gadgets or dolls.
 That spirit, that feeling of Christmas morning and the 
wonders it holds, is alive and well at the Museum of the 
San Ramon Valley. Through December and until Jan. 7, the 
museum is putting on its “Christmas Memories” exhibit. 
 Sonya Seyler is the mastermind behind this year’s exhibit, 
and she says it consists of a lot of different parts that all fit 
together—like pieces of an Erector Set.
 Components include a series of Christmas trees adorned 
with vintage ornaments and a motorized Santa and his sleigh 
flying around the perimeter of the room on a wire followed 
by Snoopy, Mighty Mouse and Superman.
 The trees are especially beautiful, capturing the styles and 
imagination of each period.
 “The 1890s tree is always decorated by the historical soci-
ety, the 1930s tree was decorated by Roxanne Lindsey and 
friends, and the 1950s tree was decorated by Rick Moore and 
his daughter Natalie,” Seyler explained.
 All the vintage ornaments are owned by the museum, care-
fully packed away and stored for each year’s exhibit. Seyler 
said they have been doing the Christmas Memories exhibit 
for more than nine years. The thing that’s fun, she said, is 
trying to make it different each year.
 “Each year we try to twist it a little bit,” she said. “And we 
try to make it a bit more interactive, so instead of looking we 
like to give them something to do.”
 One trunk in the exhibit stands open to reveal carved 
wooden toys for the children to play with. On a recent 
Saturday during the farmers market, children streamed into 
the museum and, with that uncanny instinct that children pos-
sess, gravitated to that trunk. A stampede of wooden animals 

were pulled on strings around the display. Other kids swung 
a wooden dowel with a ring tied to it up into the air, trying to 
catch the ring on the stick.
 Many engaged in this year’s featured activity: a scaven-
ger hunt, of sorts, around the museum based on two sets of 
memorable toys. For the girls, the clues revolved around the 
new exhibit of five American Girl dolls, and for the boys it 
was all about Matchbox cars. 
 Dolls and cars are hidden throughout the room, each with 
a card near it bearing a letter. Participants pick up a pencil 
and a card with 14 numbered blanks at the entrance, then as 
they scour the museum looking for dolls or cars, they fill in 
the blanks to reveal a secret message. When the message is 
revealed, the cards are turned in to be part of a drawing to 
take place in January. Girls will win an American Girl Family 
Album, while boys will win a Matchbox car.
 Seyler said she is particularly pleased they were able to 
secure the American Girl dolls for the exhibit this year. 
“Some of the toys in the exhibit are in our permanent collec-
tion, but the American Girl dolls were loaned. What we like 
about having them is the stories about the dolls are historical. 

They teach young girls what life was like in those eras.”
 She said right from the start they were leaning toward using 
the dolls as part of the clue hunt, but it wasn’t until they start-
ed discussing it that they decided to include the Matchbox 
cars as well. “When we would be in meetings all I’d hear is, 
‘All I hear about is dolls, what are you doing for the boys?’”
 What was intended as an interactive challenge for children 
visiting the museum has become a family activity for many. 
“I saw a couple of kids doing it with their father and a grand-
father. I heard the father say, ‘I’m going to do it too.’ And 
pretty soon the father and the grandfather both had cards and 
were hunting for the cars,” Seyler enthused. “It was a fun 
family thing for them to do.”
 The museum is not a large building, but the sheer volume of 
displays makes it obvious there was a huge effort behind such 
an exhibit. “It is a collaborative effort,” Seyler said. “I calcu-
lated almost 60 people participated and helped in this exhibit. 
It’s very difficult listing off everyone who was involved.”
 Setup started in mid-November, after the Indian Life exhib-
it was taken down. “We worked that whole weekend,” Seyler 
recalled. “It took an entire truck to bring all the artifacts in 
from storage. We had a group of men who volunteered to do 
that. It’s really nice, they do this for every exhibit.”
 The plan was to open up the exhibit the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving, but the sheer volume of artifacts, ornaments, 
toys and set up made it a daunting task. Still Seyler said once 
they had things organized, she could see they’d make their 
deadline. “Once we got the boxes unloaded and out of there, 
you could see things more. You could see it would all come 
together.”
 Over the past two weeks, many people have come through 
the museum to experience the Christmas Memories. Seyler 
said that for the kids, it’s about the train, the ferris wheel or 
hunting for the dolls and cars but for the adults it’s something 
a bit different.
 “They get to come in here and see the toys they got when 
they were small,” she noted. “It’s seeing their childhood 
Christmases all over again.” 

Railroad museum alive  
with ‘Christmas Memories’

Families enjoy new treasure hunt amid the displays of holidays past

A gingerbread recreation of the Vecki house on Front Street in downtown 
Danville sits amid the cotton batting snow near the miniature train set.

Sutter Libby, 5, pushes the button to start the Ferris wheel in the Christmas Memories exhibit at the Museum of the San Ramon Valley. The Ferris wheel, train and motor-
ized Santa are just a small part of the annual display.

GEOFF GILLETTE

GEOFF GILLETTE
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480 Hartz Avenue
Downtown Danville

925.820.7210
www.thevineatbridges.com

Wine Bar & Wine Shop

Ring in the New Year with some of 
our great Sparkling Wine and Champagne.  
Our gift baskets make a great present 
for any wine enthusiast.

To view our holiday menu at Bridges, visit 
www.bridgesdanville.com

Are you paying too 
much for COBRA?

Or do you just need individual or group 
health coverage at affordable rates?

Call today to save money!

Charlene Beasley
Lic#0C26292

Beasley Insurance Services
925-803-9799

www.beasleyinsurance.com

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

Plans  
as low as

$4900
per 
month

*Based on HealthNet PPO-HSA 
plan for singles age 19-29

Epicure
B Y  J A C Q U I  L O V E  M A R S H A L L

RECIPES

Almond-Coconut Haystacks 
8 ounces bittersweet OR semisweet 

chocolate, chopped
1-1/2 cups sweetened flaked coconut
3/4 cup smoked almonds (about 5 oz.), 

finely chopped, or plain almonds

1. Line a baking sheet with waxed paper. 
Melt chocolate in a large heatproof bowl 
over a pan of hot water, stirring frequently 
until melted and smooth. Remove from 
heat. Stir in 1 cup coconut and 1/2 cup 
almonds. Spoon the mixture in heaping 
tablespoon-size mounds onto waxed 
paper. Mix remaining 1/2 cup coconut 
and 1/4 cup almonds in a bowl and 

sprinkle over tops of haystacks, lightly 
pressing into chocolate to adhere.

2. Refrigerate until firm, about 1 hour. 
Store in an airtight container at room 
temperature up to 1 day, or in refrigera-
tor up to 2 weeks. 

Ginger-Spiced Pecans 
4 Tbsp unsalted butter
3 cups pecan halves
1/4 cup sugar
2 tsp ground ginger
Pinch salt

1. In a large nonstick frying pan, melt 
the butter over moderate heat. Add the 

pecans and cook, stirring, until begin-
ning to brown, about 4 minutes.

2. In a small bowl, combine the sugar, 
ginger, and salt. Sprinkle the mixture 
evenly over the pecans in the pan and 
cook, stirring, until the pecans are 
coated with the sugar mixture and are 
browned and crisp, 1-2 minutes. Don’t 
cook them too long or the sugar will 
begin to melt. Spread the pecans on a 
baking sheet to cool.

Note: If you prepare the pecans more 
than two days ahead, add another 1/2 
tsp of ginger, since the flavor dissipates 
over time.

Y ou’re down to the home-
stretch—most of the holiday 
gifts on your list are bought, 

wrapped and shipped. Then, sud-
denly, you think of a few more 
friends and relatives. Ten lords a 
leaping, now what? Don’t panic ... 
with a little effort, you can whip up 
some simple yet festive confections 
as last-minute gifts to thoroughly 
impress the folks you nearly over-
looked.

 Some of us cooks avoid candy 
making, thinking it complicated 
and fraught with risks for disas-
ters. The mention of a candy ther-
mometer in the recipe doesn’t help 
dispel the fear either. However, 
there are many basic recipes that 
will de-mystify the candy-making 
process.
 These recipes will yield batches 
of goodies that can be bundled 
into cellophane bags and tied with 

bright ribbon to create confection-
ary delights for anyone on your 
list. And an extra bonus: Serve the 
leftover and broken pieces to sur-
prise guests at your holiday table. 
There’s nothing sweeter than gifts 
from the kitchen.
 See more recipes at www.
DanvilleWeekly.com.

Jacqui Love Marshall’s column 
runs every other week. E-mail her 

at jlovemarshall@yahoo.com.

Holiday gifts from the kitchen

To advertise your restaurant, bar or club Call 837-8300

Searc h  a  com p le t e  Res t au ran t  L i s t i ng  on  Danv i l l eWeek ly. com

AMERICAN
Bridges Restaurant & Bar 
44 Church Street, Danville, (925) 820-
7200. Bridges in downtown Danville 
is the ideal venue for lunch or dinner. 
Enjoy cozy, alfresco dining on our 
vine-covered patio, or experience the 
warm ambience of our main dining 
room. The sleek, contemporary bar/
lounge area is ideal for meeting friends 
after work, offering a delicious “small 
bites” menu and specialty cocktails. 
Executive chef Kevin Gin creates an 
inspired seasonal  menu featuring 
California cuisine with European and 
Asian influences. Lunch Monday-Friday, 
11:30 a.m.-2:30p.m. Dinner nightly. 
Complimentary valet parking.

PIZZA
Amici’s East Coast Pizzeria 
720 Camino Ramon, (in the Rose 
Garden), Danville, 925-837-9800. 
Amici’s offers authentic, thin, crisp-crust 
Pizza and a casual Italian menu of 
freshly made Pastas and Salads, all 
available for takeout and delivery as 
well as dine-in at this new Danville 
location. Check out the menu or order 
online at www.amicis.com

WINE - RETAIL/TASTING
Bella Vino 
3450 Camino Tassajara, Danville, 
94506, 925-648-1300. Taste a variety 
of wines at leisure or grab a bottle to go! 

Tasting Tuesday - Sunday. Special tasting 
events every Thursday and Live Jazz on 
Fridays. 
12/19 - Live Jazz with Sue Lukito & Guest 
Musician 7:30pm to 9:30pm
12/20 - Holiday Gift Boutique 4pm to 8pm
12/24 - OPEN UNTIL 11PM!
12/27 - Game Night - Trivia anyone? Test 
your wine knowledge
Check us out online on our events page for 
current upcoming events at www.bvino.com

The Vine at Bridges 
The Vine at Bridges, 480 Hartz Avenue, 
Downtown Danville. 820-7210. Wine 
shop open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Closed 
Mondays. Wine Bar open Tuesday through 
Saturday evenings and Sunday afternoon. 
30 wines are available to taste at the wine 
bar and 260 different wines are available 
for purchase in the wine shop.
12/20 & 12/27 - In Store Educational 
Tastings 1-4pm (Regular tastings 1-4pm 
on Saturdays). Hosted by Curtis Mann. 
No reservations required. Tasting fee 
depends on the wines being poured 
and will be refunded with a two bottle 
purchase.
Gift certificates available—makes a great 
stocking stuffer!
For more information about events please 
visit www.thevineatbridges.com 44 Church Street, Danville 

925.820.7200 
www.bridgesdanville.com

Christmas Eve
3-Course Prix Fixe Dinner

$42-$52 per guest
4:00-8:00pm

2-Course Children's Menu
$8.00

New Year's Eve
3-Course Prix Fixe Dinner

$47-$62 per guest
5:00-10:00pm

Complimentary Champagne
Toast and Chocolate Truffles 

at Midnight

Now Open
The Vine at Bridges!

Retail Shop and Wine Bar

WINE - RETAIL/TASTING
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T he movie “Twilight,” based 
on the book by Stephanie 
Meyer, is a love story 

between two teens—one alive, one 
undead (I wish I were kidding, but 
I’m not). “Twilight” and others in 
the series have rapidly become one 
of the most popular teen reads in 
recent years, its popularity—from 
what I see—rivaling that of Harry 
Potter’s. As a person under the age 
of 25, I felt that it was my societal 
duty to view this movie. I was 
expecting the worst when I walked 
into the theater, but what I got was 
worse still.
 I’ll give you what I know of the 
plot from the parts of the movie 
where I wasn’t laughing so hard 
that my eyes were squeezed shut: 
Edward Cullen is gorgeous and 
sparkles in the sunlight; Bella Swan 
is a gawky, shy, impossibly gor-
geous girl; Edward and Bella fall 
passionately in love somewhere 
during the 10,000 scenes where 
they look deeply into each other’s 
eyes; Bella is in danger because a 
shirtless, ponytail-wearing vampire 
named Thomas wants to eat her; 
Edward must save her.
 As Ben Lyons pithily put it for 
At the Movies: “Unfortunately, it 
just didn’t work.”
 What I find most interesting is 
the popularity of the whole sto-
ryline. Most devoted fans will tell 
me that I need to read the book first 
to appreciate the movie.
 “It sounds like the stupidest thing 
ever,” my friend Annie, a senior at 
Monte Vista, once told me. “But, 
I swear, once you start reading it, 
you’ll love it.”
 But, in the time I spend not read-
ing “Twilight,” the fame of the book 
spread to greater and greater degrees. 
Soon, I was seeing the book every-
where. “Breaking Dawn,” the fourth 
book in the series, was in the most 
prominent, eye-catching shelves in 
bookstores like Borders and Barnes 
and Nobles. When I walked into the 
Barnes and Nobles in Hacienda, I 
saw a huge countdown for the fourth 
book. The last time I saw something 
like that was for the seventh Harry 
Potter book. “Twilight,” despite its 
cliché plotline and everything else 
that has caused me to regard the 

books warily has undisputed sway 
over the teen population. Stephanie 
Meyer, the author of the series, hit 
upon literary gold.
 I think the teen-phenomenon 
books really reflect the mood of 
my generation. Recent favorites have 
had a very heavy fantasy element 
(“Harry Potter” series, “Twilight” 
series, or the “Eragon” series). On 
the other hand, there are classics like 
“The Bell Jar,” “Fight Club,” “The 
Outsiders,” and “The Perks of Being 
a Wallflower” that are still popular 
with the teens of today.
 In the end, I suppose it’s a good 
thing that fantasy books are so 
popular. It means we still have 
imagination, at least. We’re willing 
to believe and willing to read about 
a world outside of our own.
 I remember on my 11th birthday, 
I waited all day for my letter from 
Hogwarts (by owl-post, of course). 
I even left the windows open just 
so the barn owls wouldn’t have 
trouble delivering my acceptance to 
the greatest wizarding school of all 
time. Needless to say, I was devas-
tated when the letter didn’t arrive.
 My friend Helene, a fan of both 
the “Twilight” books and of “Harry 
Potter,” told me how, when she 
was 11, she ran away from home 
and sat on the curb all day so the 
Knight Bus would pick her up (in 
the Harry Potter books, stranded 
wizards and witches are picked up 
by the Knight Bus, which takes 
passengers wherever they want to 
go). Now, as a 16-year-old obsessed 
with “Twilight,” she wishes for her 
own sparkly Edward Cullen, also 
stressing how she would absolutely 
love to become a vampire. (“I would 
go crazy with my vampire powers!” 
she told me, glossy-eyed.)
 What’s wrong with a little 
dreaming now and then? Yes, we 
might have some unsavory literary 
preferences. And, yes, we might 
have unfounded dreams. But that’s 
what youth is all about, isn’t it? We 
believe in the existence of a better 
reality. What’s so terrible about 
that?
 But, still—I wish the movie had 
been a little better.

E-mail Maria Shen at  
youngbohemians@gmail.com.

Teens reveling  
in ‘Twilight’

The Y Files
B Y  M A R I A  S H E N

Law Offi ces of Terence Daniel Doyle 
The Family Law Group
Family Law 
Family Law Mediation 
Trusts and Estates 
Wealth Management

Terence Daniel Doyle 
David J. Golde
Richard D. Grossman
Virgina L. Ekelund
Daniel T. Quane

Complimentary Initial Consultation

www.FamilyTrustsandEstates.com

DRUGFREE ADD/ADHD

ATTENTION & ACHIEVEMENT CENTER

You have non-medication options, even if 
your doctor doesn’t tell you.

Not a Healing Arts Practitioner.

Our techniques, developed at NASA, UCLA, 
UCSF, among others, are safe, non-invasive, fun 
and drug-free. They have been proven to be just as 
effective as using medications, but with sustained, 
long-term results and without negative side effects. 
Offices in Pleasanton, Walnut Creek and Fremont. 

Take 30% off the entire store this weekend only!  
December 19th-21st

Don’t miss out!

*Not valid on sale items, special orders or previous purchases

Alamo celebrates 
by giving

Masters of Ceremonies Nancy 
and Joe Combs give baskets won at 
a drawing to benefit philanthropies 
at the Alamo Women’s Club annual 
Holiday Tea and Fashion Show. 
The tea this year benefited three 
local charity programs: Hospice’s 
Comfort for Kids; Family Stress 
Grandparent Guardian Program; 
and Vestia Foster Children Care, 

which helps those 18-year-olds 
who are released from the Foster 
Care Program.
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  Calendar
Classes
Golden Crane Free  Classes Join 
Golden Crane Senior Center every 
Monday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. through 
Dec. 29 at the Alamo Women’s Club, 
1401 Danville Blvd., Alamo, for Yoga, 
Karaoke, Chinese Brush Painting, 
Calligraphy, Yuan Ji Dance, Line 
dancing and lectures. Classes are 
free. Visit www.goldencrane. 

Clubs
‘Finding Your Voice’ California 
Writers Club Tri-Valley Branch will 
offer writers of all genres the oppor-
tunity to learn about their craft and 
share their work from 11:30 a.m.-2 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 20, at Oasis 
Grille, 780 Main St. Guest speaker 
is B. Lynn Goodwin, author of, “You 
Want Me to Do What: Journaling for 
Caregivers.” Cost is $21 for mem-
bers; $27 for non-members, including 
lunch. Reservations are required  by 
calling Fred at 462-7495 by Dec. 17. 

Job’s Daughters Installation The 
members of Bethel No. 247 Danville 
of Job’s Daughters International will 
host an installation ceremony from 
7-11 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 3, at the 
Danville Grange, 743 Diablo Rd. A 
reception and dance will follow the 
ceremony; semi-formal attire. This 
event is free. Call 829-8505. 

Events
Holiday Welcome Home 
Ceremony Valley Military Heroes 
on holiday leave will be honored 
at a special ceremony from 1-3 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 27, at AT&T, 
2600 Camino Ramon, San Ramon. 
If you know an honoree from San 
Ramon, Danville, Dublin, Blackhawk 
or Alamo, call Janet Pedersen at 
973-2532. 
Single Cougars Party Single adults 
of all ages are invited to break the 
age barrier at the first-ever Single 
Cougars Party from 7-9 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 8, at Faz Restaurant, 
600 Hartz Ave., Danville. The party 

is based on Valerie Gibson’s book 
“Cougar: A Guide for Older Women 
Dating Younger Men.” Cost is $10. 
Call (415) 507-9962 or visit www.
thepartyhotline.com. 

Fundraisers
Food for the Hungry Gatetree 
Church will begin collecting canned 
food items on Wednesday evenings 
and Sunday mornings until Dec. 
21, to be distributed through the 
Contra Costa Food Bank. A barrel 
will be located in the church lobby 
for canned items. E-mail thgatet-
reechurch@sbcglobal.net. 
Tell Me A Story Children’s Home 
Society of California presents “Tell 
Me a Story,” a holiday event for 
children of all ages featuring a story-
book brunch with songs, storytelling 
and a special visit from Santa, at 
10:30 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 20, San 
Ramon Marriott, 2600 Bishop Dr. 
The cost is $30/adults and $15/chil-
dren. Call (510) 267-1860. 

Health
Natural Relief from Colds, and Ear 
Infections Learn about homeopathic 
remedies and simple home care tips 
to ease the symptoms of colds, flu, 
ear infections and more from 7-8 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 15, at Elephant Pharm, 
1388 S California Blvd., Walnut Creek. 
This event is free. Call 826-3858. 

Holiday
Chanukah on Ice Come to a Grand 
Menorah lighting at the Walnut Creek 
Civic Park outdoor rink while ice 
skating to Jewish music, 7-9 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 25. Enjoy Chanukah 
Sufganiot and crafts for kids. Buy dis-
counted tickets in advance for $14 at 
www.JewishContraCosta.com or at 
the door for $16. For information call 
937-4101. 
Chanukah Shabbat Potluck 
Dinner Join Beth Chaim 
Congregation in a Shabbat pot-
luck dinner from 6:30-9:30 p.m., 

Friday, Dec. 26, at Beth Chaim 
Congregation, 1800 Holbrook Dr., 
Danville. The night will include light-
ing the Chanukah Menorah, music, 
prayers and a Shabbat dinner. This 
event is free and open to the public. 
Reservations are required by calling 
736-7146; bring a vegetarian entree. 
Guitars and Saxes Christmas If you 
love jazz you can’t miss this season’s 
best jazz show by Guitars and Saxes 
Christmas at 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 
20, at the Dougherty Valley Performing 
Arts Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San 
Ramon. Tickets are $39. Visit www.
sanramonperformningarts.com. 
Hanukah Celebration Beth Chaim 
Congregation will host a Hanukah 
celebration starting at 7 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 21, at Beth Chaim Congregation, 
1800 Holbrook Dr., Danville. There will 
be a live band, dancing, wine tast-
ing, kid’s crafts and a Latke Contest. 
Refreshments will be served. Other 
local faith communities are invited to 
help light the Menorah. Call 736-7146 
or visit www.bethchaim.com. 
Holiday Events at Blackhawk 
Plaza Blackhawk Plaza will host 
numerous holiday events including 
Photos with Santa from 11 a.m.-7 
p.m., until Dec. 23 and from 11 
a.m.-6 p.m., Dec. 24; Live Holiday 
Music from Dickens Carolers from 
4-7 p.m., Thursdays and from 1-4 
p.m., Saturdays, until Dec. 20; and 
a Pet Night with Santa from 5-7 
p.m., Tuesdays, Dec. 9 and 16; all at 
Blackhawk Plaza, 3480 Blackhawk 
Plaza Circle, Danville. Call 736-2751. 
Menorah Lightings Celebrate the 
Holiday of Chanukah with a Grand 
Menorah Lighting of Contra Costa’s 
Largest Menorah, from 4-6 p.m., on 
the First Night, Sunday, Dec. 21; and 
Eighth Night, Sunday, Dec. 28, at the 
Broadway Plaza Fountain, Walnut 
Creek. Fun for the whole family with 
face painting, balloons, donuts and 
music. Visit www.JewishContraCosta.
com or call 937-4101. 
Still Time to See Santa Santa will 
make appearances until Dec. 24 at 
the Livery in Danville from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m., Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 20-21; 
and from 6-8 p.m., Monday-Tuesday, 
Dec. 22-23. He will be at Blackhawk 
Plaza from 11 a.m.-7 p.m., until Dec. 
23 and from 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Dec. 
24. And he will be at the Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 20.

Kids and 
Teens
Masked Marvels and Wondertales 
Michael Cooper’s one-man extrava-
ganza features his original stories of 
courage and wonder, breathtaking 
handcrafted masks, outlandish stilt 
dancing, and a physical repertoire that 
ranges from the madcap to the sub-
lime. Starts at 2 p.m., Friday, Jan. 11, 
at Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Cost varies from $12-30. 
Thomas the Tank Engine Funshop 
Blackhawk Museum will host a drop-
in funshop about Thomas the Tank 
Engine and Friends from 1-4 p.m., 
Sunday, Jan. 11, at the Blackhawk 
Museum, 3700 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle, Danville. This event is free with 
museum admission. Call 736-2277. 

Seniors
Emeritus College A catalog with 
80 winter and spring classes, events 
and activities for seniors will be 
mailed Jan. 5 by Emeritus College, 
a program of Diablo Valley College. 
For a free copy, visit emeritus@dvc.
edu or call 906-9105. Its motto is: 
“No tests, no stress, no homework, 
no kidding.”

Shop Early
for the
Best Choices

Once you’ve bought 
consignment jewelry, 
you’ll never want to 
pay retail again!

SPECIALIZING IN THE CONSIGNMENT SALE OF 
QUALITY FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES AND JEWELRY.

Danville
925.866.6164

1901 Camino Ramon

Mt. View
650.964.7212

141 E. El Camino Real

San Mateo
650.557.8979
1888 S. Norfolk

Saratoga
408.871.8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga
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Seniors Program Danville Veterans’ 
Memorial Hall Lounge hosts a senior 
drop-in program from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, at Veterans’ Memorial 
Hall, 400 Front St., Danville. Activities 
include playing cards and board 
games, visiting with friends and meet-
ing new people. Call 314-3400. 

Spiritual
‘Standing on the Threshold’ San 
Damiano will host a weekend retreat 
“Standing on the Threshold” from 
Dec. 30-Jan. 1, at San Damiano, 710 
Highland Dr., Danville. There will be 
a study of the power and choices of 
thresholds. Cost is $205 for a private 
room; $175 for a shared room. Call 
837-9141, ext. 315. 
Children’s Christmas Presentation 
Gatetree Church will host a chil-
dren’s Christmas presentation at 7 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 20, at Gatetree 
Church, 101 Gatetree Dr., Danville. 
Tickets are $.25 collected by the chil-
dren for donation to Precious Souls 
Ministry Nigeria orphan fund. Call 820-
9477 or visit www.gatetreechurch.org. 
Christmas Eve Service Gatetree 
Church’s annual Christmas Eve 
Service will be at 7 p.m., Wednesday, 
Dec. 24, at the chuch, 101 Gatetree 
Dr., Danville. The service will feature 
favorite Christmas carols, a message 
“The Purpose of Christmas” and a 
candle-light celebration. Call 820-9477 
or visit www.thegatetreechurch.org. 
Christmas Eve Service Come and 
celebrate Christ’s birth from 6-7 p.m., 
Wednesday, Dec. 24, at Gatetree 
Church, 101 Gatetree Dr., Danville. 
Children are always welcome. E-mail 
thgatetreechurch@sbcglobal.net. 
Simbang Gabi (9-day Advent 
Mass) St. Joan of Arc’s Filipino 
Community invites everyone to 
“Simbang Gabi” (Misa de Gallo) at St. 
Joan of Arc Parish, at 7 p.m., Dec. 
16-23, and at 5 p.m., Dec. 24, at 
2601 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San 
Ramon. Fellowship and refreshments 

follow after Mass in the multipurpose 
room. This event is free. Visit www.
sjasr.org or call 525-6821. 

Sports
Danville Little League Registration 
Player registration for Spring 2008 is 
open for all league ages. Registration 
may be completed online at www.
danvillelittleleague.net. Click on the 
“Register Online” tab on the left and 
follow the step by step application 
process. Registration deadline is 
Wednesday, Dec. 31. E-mail webmas-
ter@danvillelittleleague.com. 

Volunteering
New Docent Training at Forest 
Home Farms Forest Home Farms is 
looking for volunteers to help with the 
third-grade fieldtrip program and will 
schedule docent training on Thursday, 
Jan. 15, at Forest Home Farms, 19953 
San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon. 
Call 973-3282 or visit www.srhf.org. 
Role Players Ensemble Theatre 
Volunteer to greet, seat and serve 
refreshments to Role Players 
Ensemble Theatre patrons at Village 
Theatre, 233 Front St., Danville. Work 
once per production with a team of 
3-4 friendly volunteers. Performances 
are at 8 p.m., Thursday-Saturday and 
at 2 p.m., Sunday. Call 820-1278. 

C A L E N D A R

“Small Class Sizes”

Nurturing, Qualified Teachers”

“Individualized Instruction”

“Spanish, French & Mandarin!”

“Multi-cultural Community”

School Tours Every Wed. & Sat.10 am 
to 12 noon or by appointment at  

(925) 463-6060 or www.cardenwest.org
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Success for every 
child, every day

• Licensed
• Nonsectarian

• Nonprofit

Conveniently located in  
Pleasanton  

near the 580/680  
interchange at  

4576 Willow Road,
Hacienda Business Park

4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton
info@cardenwest.org

Below Market Rate Program
Free presentations at Sunrise of Danville

If your annual income is less than $31,500, you may 
qualify to participate in Sunrise of Danville’s Below 
Market Rate Assisted Living program for seniors. 
Please join us at Sunrise of Danville to learn what 
documentation is used to verify eligibility. Take advantage 
of Sunrise of Danville’s low room rates starting at $2,500 a 
month.*

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

For more information, please call or
stop by our community today!

Sunrise of Danville  925-831-1740 1027 Diablo Road, Danville, CA 94526 

RCFE # 075600281

*Room rates on select suites, based on 
availability and subject to change at any time 
without notice. Other restrictions may apply.

Room rates start at
$2,500 per month
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  Sports
A  L O O K  A T  T H E  L O C A L  S P O R T S  S C E N E

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
6 months NO payments & 0% interest

(ask for details)

Adjustable Beds Now Available!

SHOWROOM CLEARANCE! CALL NOW FOR BEST SELECTION

Make one room into two!
THE LARGEST DISPLAY OF WALLBEDS IN THE BAY AREA!

2580 SAN RAMON VALLEY 

Showroom Open by Appointment

(925) 570-5663
Other Location: Campbell (408) 761-4732

WallbedsNMore.com

Health care that 
fits your busy lifestyle!

Drs. John W. Roberts, Jonathan B.C. Humphrey and their team 
are excited to provide you with a convenient new location to obtain 
quality health care.  Blackhawk Medical, A Walk-In Clinic, is now 
open to our existing patients and the public, serving patients aged 
2 years and older.  We offer a variety of health care services at this 
new location.

and lacerations

www.blackhawkmedicalgroup.com
Blackhawk Medical Clinic is individually owned and operated and is not 

affiliated with Longs Drugs

Blackhawk Medical 
Walk-In 

Clinic

Main Location
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 - 5:00 pm  
Friday 8:30 - 4:00pm
Lunch 12:00 to 1:30
T: (925) 736-7070
F: (925) 736-7075

4165 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle #100

Danville, CA 94506

Walk-In Clinic
Monday - Friday  
8:00 - 7:00pm 

Saturday & Sunday 
10:00 - 4:00pm

T: (925) 552-1000 
F: (925) 552-1004
2455 San Ramon 

Valley Blvd.
San Ramon, CA 94583

 

Christmas Dinner
at Faz in Danville

a Romantic 
New Years Eve  

at Faz in Danville
Faz Gift Cards 

for future Faz fun!

To purchase gift cards and make reservations 
call 925 838 1320  • 600 hartz avenue, danville 

www.fazrestaurants.com

Forego the trip to the mall...
Give your Love the 

Ultimate Gift of All...

5000 Pleasanton Ave., Suite 200 
Pleasanton, CA 94566

925-600-7020
www.BellSportMed.com

David M. Bell, MD

Board Certifi ed in Orthopedic Surgery
Fellowship Trained in Sports Medicine

Most valuable 
player

San Ramon Valley 
High’s No. 32 Chris 
McNealy goes for the 
point against Dougherty 
Valley High at the Boys 
Basketball Varsity John 
May Championship. The 
Wolves won and McNealy 
was voted Tournament 
Most Valuable Player.

Friday, Dec. 19

Women’s Soccer 
San Ramon Valley vs. Castro Valley at 
MSC, 10:15 a.m.

Monte Vista vs. Santa Cruz at MSC, 
noon
San Ramon Valley vs. Santa Cruz at 
MSC, 5:15 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Castro Valley at MSC, 
5:15 p.m.
Men’s Basketball 
Monte Vista at Bellarmine, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 20

Women’s Soccer 
Tri-Valley Soccer Classic

Men’s Soccer 
Monte Vista vs. Hayward, 1 p.m.

Saturday-Tuesday, Dec. 20-23

Women’s Basketball 
Las Vegas Tournament

P R E P  S C H E D U L E



Marketplace
Danville  Weekly

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS GO TO FOGSTER.COM

fogster.com THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Fogster.com offers FREE* postings online and the opportunity for your ad to appear in print to more than 80,000 readers. 
You can log on to fogster.com 24/7, and your online ad starts immediately.

*Some ads require payment. Home Services and Mind & Body ads require contact with the customer service representative at 925-600-0840, Ext. 112.

Computer Help
Tri-Valley PC MEDIC
2007-08 Pleasanton Weekly

"Best Computer Repair"
2006 Diablo Magazine
"Best of the East Bay"

Ken Cook
"I Make House Calls!"

Tune-up/Repair/Upgrade/Training
More info/rates: www.trivalleypcmedic.com
M-F 8a-8p / Wknds & Hols 9a-6p

Lic #011068 ~ PCC, PDA & BBB

Call 485-9040 or 989-7722

Call Monika Harris 417-0424
Registered Veterinary Nurse   www.furryfriends.tv

Furry Friends
Pet Sitting Services

Accommodating  
Healthy and Special 

Needs Pets

Trained professional, daily visits,  
basic home care, reliable & caring. 

We specialize in refi nishing Kitchen Cabinets, 
Custom Finish Restoration & Re-Painting

Interior & Exterior

(925) 642-8432 • (510) 886-4043
Daniel Aguilar, owner State Lic #820022

NEED HELP
 WITH QUICKBOOKS?

No job too big or too small!!!
Over 23 years experience 

in all aspects of bookkeeping.

Call Linda 925.918.2233
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Commercial/Residential

(925) 846-0400
www.HoneyDoHandypersons.com

LIC# 922264

Receive $25 off
Service of $250

or more for 1st time 
customers

Handypersonssm, Inc.

Accounting/BookkeepingPainting/Wallpaper General Contracting

Help Wanted

Computers

Pet Care/Grooming/Training

For Market Place Ads Contact Art
(925) 600-0840 x112

agordillo@pleasantonweekly.com

Is Business Down?
Need new customers?
Our loyal readers want to 
know about your business.

Scott’s Painting
Interior & Exterior

Protect your home for the Winter. 
Freshen up your home 

for the holidays.
Scott Smiley (925) 918-1874

Licensed Bonded & Insured
Lic# 505856

Mention this ad 
and save 10%

“Get the Personal Touch”

Qualified Tradesman 
at Your Service

925.216.8163 
Pleasanton

General Contractor #805208

Professional Home
Maintenance & Repair

REAL ESTATE

BULLETIN
BOARD

115 Announcements
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 

 

Pregnant? 

 

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION 

 

WRITERS WANTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTY PALMIST 
 

120 Auctions
Arcade and Amusement  

130 Classes & 
Instruction

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
 

 

Danville Boot Camp for Women  

PALMISTRY CLASSES 

133 Music Lessons
HARP LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

Try Something New! 
Call Bennetta Heaton 

(925) 820-1169 

135 Group Activities

140 Lost & Found
Lost Cockatiel-Reward 

 

Lost Dog 

 

FOR SALE

SOLD

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Donate Vehicle 

Donate Your Car 

 

Honda 92 Accord  

203 Bicycles

2003 H-D 

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques

Mike Fracisco
REALTOR

®

Fracisco Realty & Investments

Residential, Commercial  
& Property Management

direct: 925-998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com

COMPUTER SERVICE  
& REPAIR

Chris Hopper Computers
Small Business and Home Users

Day, Evening, & Weekend Appointments

(925) 846-7845
ChrisHopperComputers.com

Lic #050693

Financial Problems?
Can’t get a loan?

Leave it to us!!

Call

1-877-533-8979 (24 hours)

Apply online @

ajspeteronfinancial.com

direct: 925-426-3886
cell: 925-487-1427
e-mail: mrtonyleavens@msn.com
www.tonyleavens.com

Tony 
Leavens
REALTOR®

Hometown 
GMAC Real 

Estate
For Market Place Ads Contact Art

(925) 600-0840 x112

agordillo@pleasantonweekly.com

Lead Program Architect & Sr. 
Systems Analysts req. (Pleasanton, 

CA) Lead Prgm Architect will 
ensure successful system. integration 

& migration from legacy systems. 
Verify stability, interoperability, 
portability, security or scalability 

of system architecture. Sr. System. 
Analysts will design, dvlp & deploy 

apps. as member of s/ware team. 
Resumes to: Attn: Raghu Yelluru, 
Smart ERP Solutions, Inc., 6140 

Stoneridge Mall Rd. Ste. 385, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588.

General Contracting

925-827-1093

TheCabinetMD.com
Cabinet 

Modifications/Enlargements 
for HD TVs, Appliances and    

All Interior Woodwork

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO 
fogster.com  

for contact
information

CalBay Realty

Call Joanna Jensen Realtor®

925.699.5041
Everything Real Estate

Mortgage Stressing  
You Out?



Ed Hardy Custom Sunglasses - 
$150.00
Lenox Village Tea Set 1991 - $100.00
Partylite Birthday Candle - 30.00
Royal Doulton figurine - $50
U.S. Mint Proof Sets  
I Have All 50 Quarters, 99 Thru 08, Total 
109 Coins, $1,000. Jim-925-484-2550

220 Computers/
Electronics

FREE NINTENDO WII!! 
With your New Computer  

Brand Name laptops  
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem  

Smallest weekly payments avail. Call 
NOW - Call 1-800-816-2232 (AAN CAN) 

GET A NEW COMPUTER 
Brand Name laptops & desktops  
Bad or NO Credit - No Problem  

Smallest weekly payments available. 
Itâ ™s yours NOW - Call 800-803-8819  

(AAN CAN) 
Brand New Unlocked HP iPAQ Voice 
- $350
Brand New Unlocked Product Descr 
- $400
NIKON Cool Pix3100 - 45.00
SONY VAIO SZ220/B NOTEBOOK - 
$599.00
WII Dance Mat for Xmas - $ 15.00

240 Furnishings/
Household items
3 piece kitchen carving set - $10
Brass & Glass foyer Light - $25.00
Bunk Bed  
Wood bunk bed with ladder. Ideal for kids 
and sleepovers. 
Maple Dining Table & Chairs - $ 300

245 Miscellaneous
Chain Saw, Air Hockey 

Chain saw, new, Craftsman 14in 
gas,$50. Air Hockey 80x40”,$50. 
Skid board $40. 925-820-8838

Custom Scrapbooks and Pages
Electric Toy Trains - $20
GIFT PACKS AND RED WORMS - $25.00
Jazzy Power Chair XL - $1,650
Non-stick stove top grill - $20
RED WORMS FOR COMPOSTING - 
$25.00

250 Musical 
Instruments
Acoustic Guitar - $60

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Billy’s Boot Camp excercise - $15.00
Hot pink GO PED for Xmas - $60.00

KID STUFF

330 Child Care 
Offered
AFTER SCHOOL CARE IN PLEASANTON
Loving Childcare  
Licensed daycare in Pleasanton for 
babies-preschool age. Experienced pre-
school teacher. Melissa (925)963-7097
Our Nanny is Available!

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
FRENCH, SPANISH TUTORING

High School Math Tutor 
High school math tutoring, also SAT 
I, ACT, Subject Matter Math, history 

exams. One-on-one only. Former 
teacher, California credential.  

925-462-3807.

Math & Chemistry Tutoring 
Retired Scientist now enjoying 

TUTORING STUDENTS of all ages in 
math, algebra, geometry, trig, pre-

calc, science & chemistry 
 CALL DOUG @ 925-858-5842

355 Items for Sale
Lionel Trains for Xmas

MIND
& BODY

455 Personal Training

CROSSFIT SAN RAMON IS HERE!  
Forging Elite Fitness. THE princi-
pal strength and conditioning pro-
gram for many armed forces. $25/
First week of Unlimited Classes. 
Workouts of the Day, Classes, Open 
Gym CROSSFITSR.com 457-4587

EMPLOYMENT

550 Business 
Opportunities

100% Recession Proof 
Do You Earn $800 in a Day? Your 
Own Local Vending Route Includes 

25 Machines and Candy for $9,995. 
MultiVend LLC, 1-888-625-2405.  

(Cal-SCAN)
A BUSINESS THAT WORKS! 

What a novel concept!  
Are you looking for a lucrative business 

model? We train you. Call for details: 
1-800-714-7307 (AAN CAN) 

TODAY'S ECONOMY 
WILL CREATE MANY WEALTHY PEOPLE  

Will YOU be one of them?  
Join our Company - Change your life!  
No Experience Necessary, No Selling  
http://www.beachbumrocksus.com 

(AAN CAN) 

560 Employment 
Information

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Earn Extra income assembling CD 
cases from Home. CALL OUR LIVE  

OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619 ext. 
150 http://www.easywork-greatpay.

com (AAN CAN) 
$600 WEEKLY POTENTIAL$$$ 
Helping the Government PT. No 

Experience, No Selling.  
Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad Code L-5.  
VOID in Maryland and South Dakota. 

(AAN CAN) 
DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS 

Needed! Earn $3,500-$5,000 Weekly 
Working from Home! Guaranteed  

Paychecks! No Experience Necessary! 
Positions Available Today! Register 

Online Now!  
http://www.DataPositions.com  

(AAN CAN) 
Driver - $%K Sign On Bonus 

For Experienced Teams with HazMat. 
Dry Van & Temp Control available. O/

Os welcome. Call Covenant 1-866-684-
2519 EOE. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers - ASAP 
Sign-On Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over 

$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits. 
Need CDL-A & 3 months recent OTR. 
1-877-258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.

com (Cal-SCAN) 

Drivers - CDL Training 
$0 down, financing by Central 
Refrigerated. Company Drivers 

earn average of $40k/year. Owner 
Operators average $60k/Year. 
1-800-587-0029 x4779. www.

CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)
EMT Free Training  
Plus pay, benefits, vacation, regular 
raises. HS grads ages 17-34. Help oth-
ers. Gain financial security. Call Mon-Fri 
1-800-345-6289. (Cal-SCAN)

MOVIE EXTRAS NEEDED!! 
All looks and ages wanted. No experi-

ence necessary.  
Part-Time Income $150.00 - $300.00 

p/day. CALL NOW!  
1-888-268-5474 x 401 (AAN CAN) 
Over 18? Available to Travel? 

Earn Above Average $$$ with Fun 
Successful Business Group! No 

Experience Necessary. 2wks Paid 
Training. Lodging, Transportation 

Provided. 1-877-646-5050. (Cal-SCAN)
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 

Average pay $20/hr or $57K/yr incl. 
Federal Benefits and OT.  

Placed by adSource, not affiliated w/ 
USPS who hires. 1-866-616-7019. 

(AAN CAN) 
TEACH ENGLISH ABROAD! 

English teachers are still in high 
demand worldwide.  

Become TEFL certified in Prague.  
4-week course. 1300 Euros.  

http://www.teflworldwideprague.com 
info@teflworldwideprague.com  

(AAN CAN) 

BUSINESS
SERVICES

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
A Best-Kept Secret!  
Classified Advertising! A 25-word ad 
costs $550, is placed in 240 community 
newspapers and reaches over 6 million 
Californians. Call for more information 
(916) 288-6010; (916) 288-6019 www.
Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)
Advertise Effectively  
Reach over 3 million Californians in 140 
community newspapers. Cost $1,550 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad. Super value! 
Call (916) 288-6010; (916) 288-6019. 
www.Cal-SDAN.com (Cal-SCAN)
News Release  
Looking for a cost efficient way to get 
out a News Release? The California 
Press Release Service is the only service 
with 500 current daily, weekly and col-
lege newspaper contacts in California. 
Questions call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com (Cal-
SCAN)

HOME 
SERVICES

715 Cleaning 
Services

Andrea’s Cleaning 
Trustworthy,Prof.,Reliable, 

Affordable.Ref’s avail.  
14yrs exp 

925-339-2461

Convenient Cleaning

751 General 
Contracting

MAHDevelopment.com 
Remodeling/Room Additions/Custom 
Homes/Outdoor Kitchens/Sunrooms/
Retractable Screens/Windows/Doors/
Garage Improvements - Calif Licensed 
General Contractor (Lic #913049). 20 

years experience. Member BBB, NARI & 
NKBA. Free estimates!  

Call 925-580-1673

757 Handyman/
Repairs
AAA COMPLETE HOME REPAIRS  
Electrical- Security Lighting- Carpentry 
Drywall Texturing and Repairs- Insulating. 
Jon 510-733-5582
Rick’s Tooltime

759 Hauling
Hauling & Tree Service 

Yard & Garage Clean-Up,Dump Runs 
Appl & Furn Removal,Tree & Shrub 

Trim And Removal 
Tree Experts! Low Rates/Free Est 

925-899-5655 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

#1 JOE’S PAINTING & 
HANDYMAN 

Free Est / Reasonable Prices 
No Job Too Small! 

925-200-7333 lic# 624542

792 Pool Services
The Pool Chicks

REAL ESTATE

805 Homes for Rent
Timber Cove  
Sactuary by the sea. $925—House 
share in Timber Cove—2 hours north of 
S.F. An amazing retreat, beautiful ocean 
views. Prefer vegetarian, N/S. (415) 
797-2636. (Cal-SCAN)

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM.
Browse hundreds of online listings with 

photos and maps. Find  
your roommate with a click of the 

mouse! Visit: http://www.Roommates.
com. (AAN CAN) 

Pleasanton, 1 BR/1 BA - 600.00/Mon

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA  
$132,500 Mobile home in Mtn View, 
built 2001. 1100 sf, large kitchen, 
lots of windows. Near downtown. Low 
space rent of $577/month. For info: 
Peter Lee, Keller Williams Palo Alto, at 
650-454-8518.

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
Colorado Foreclosure  
40 acres $29,900. Outstanding Views. 
Access to BLM Canyon Rec Land. 
Financing. Call 1-866-696-5263 x4843. 
(Cal-SCAN)
El Paso, TX  
20 acres, near booming El Paso, Texas. 
(#1 Growth State!) $15,900. $200/
down, $159/month. Roads, Views. 
Owner Financing. Free Maps/Pictures. 
No Credit Checks. 1-800-343-9444. 
(10%/209 mths) (Cal-SCAN) 
Montana Land  
New Acreage Available -20 Acres near 
Round Up w/ Road & Utilities -$69,900. 
-40 Acres w/ New Cabin near Winnett 
-$89,900. Approved by TV hunter 
Celebrity TRED BARTA! Excellent area for 
horses, hunting and ranching. Financing 
available. Western Skies Land Co. 877-
229-7840 www.WesternSkiesLand.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
Stop Renting!  
Own A Home. 100% Financing. Zero 
Down. No Closing Costs. Federally 
Insured. 1st Time Buyer OK. Call 866-
903-8051. Green Planet Mtg. DOC 
LIC#4130948. (Cal-SCAN)
Home Staging, Marketing

THE TRI-VALLEY’S FREE CLASSIFIED WEBSITE TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT 
PHONE NUMBERS GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

A home for Christmas
On Comet, on Cupid, on Donner, on Dixon. Dixon? 

Who’s Dixon? He’s just another one of Santa’s little 
helpers! Dixon is a friendly fellow who would love to 
be home for the holidays. A beautiful, black and white, 
neutered male housecat, Dixon would love to curl up on 
a warm hearth of his very own. He promises to keep one 
eye open for Santa Claus! Dixon loves attention and the 
top item on his Christmas list is a loving new family! Visit 
Dixon (pet # 81895), and his many friends, at the East 
County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin, 
open daily from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 803-7040.

CATHERINE HANSEN RUSH
P E T  O F  T H E  W E E K

Bring in new business 
for the Holidays.

Call Art about Marketplace Advertising
(925) 600-0840 x112

agordillo@pleasantonweekly.com

Page 22



 Page 23

This week’s data represents 
homes sold during November 
2008

Alamo

360 David Drive M. & J. 
McFarland to H. Scherman 
for $1,000,000
3079 Stonegate Drive M. 
Cheslock to P. & J. Fasano 
for $1,300,000

Danville

101 Blackstone Drive E. 
Chong to A. & J. Johnson 
for $749,000
283 Channi Loop Shapell 
Industries to Y. Chen for 
$456,000
611 Colmar Court KB 
Homes to K. & T. Richard 
for $850,000
2096 Fostoria Circle 
N. Busby to R. Vejar for 
$395,000

906 Matadera Way J. & L. 
Cole to D. & K. Largen for 
$1,319,000

502 Preakness Court 
Ponderosa Homes to K. & 
E. Oh for $1,097,500

44 Pulido Court Aurora 
Loan Services to M. Riley 
for $830,500

40 Rhett Place Clarum 
Hansen Lane to Fryer Trust 
for $1,700,000

603 Silver Lake Drive 
Camp Trust to Wibbelsman 
Trust for $712,500

799 Tunbridge Road Bank 
of New York to A. & M. 
Gasparini for $861,000

Walnut Creek

705 Castle Rock Road 
Abbott Laboratories to W. 
Edwards for $1,500,000
 

168 Del Monte Drive T. 
Luong to W. & K. Schulz for 
$1,512,500

3322 Doral Court P. & J. 
Manaut to R. & M. Misquitta 
for $915,000

5913 Horsemans Canyon 
Drive #1A Shiells Realty to 
Mailman Trust for $399,500

115 Millbrae Court 
Sharapata Trust to B. 
Saweres for $905,000

2661 Nethercott Court R. 
& R. Johnson to D. Dornseif 
for $932,500

130 Shady Lane Aurora 
Loan Services to D. Stanton 
for $558,000

1840 Tice Creek Drive 
#2429 L. Saputo to Weber 
Trust for $600,000

H O M E  S A L E S
Source: California REsource

  Real Estate
O P E N  H O M E  G U I D E  A N D  R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S

Alamo

Total sales reported: 2
Lowest sale reported: 
$1,000,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,300,000
Average sales reported: 
$1,150,000

Danville

Total sales reported: 10
Lowest sale reported: 
$395,000
Highest sale reported: 
$1,700,000
Average sales reported: 
$897,050

Walnut Creek

Total sales reported: 8
Lowest sale reported: 
$399,500
Highest sale reported: 
$1,512,500
Average sales reported: 
$915,313

S A L E S  A T  A  G L A N C E
This week’s data represents homes sold during November 2008

Situated on a flat .49 acre lot, with 4297 
sq.ft. Tuscan Beauty was built in 2003.  
All the bells and whistles. $1,698,888

Highly upgraded 4 bedroom 4.5 bath. 
Large guest suite and bonus room. 

$1,300,000

West Side Alamo 5 BedroomWendt Ranch Open Space and View

Marvelous 5 Bedroom home with large 
play yard and Swimming Pool. 

$1,775,000

A perfect “10.” 5 bedroom 2 bath remodel. 
2,953 sq. ft.  Stainless and granite kitchen, 
on .23 acres. Walk to Greenbrook School, 

backs Iron Horse Trail. $1,199,000

Round Hill on Golf Course

X6000 X1000

X9000

24 Hour Free Audio Tour (866) 374-0607

www.The Combs Team .com

Visit www.thecombsteam.comNancy P. Combs Joe Combs

Professionals You Can
Count on!

Call Joe and Nancy

925-989-6086

X7000

Read Joe and Nancy’s Real Estate 
Column in Alive East Bay Magazine

Greenbrook Area Remodel

O P E N  H O M E S  T H I S  W E E K E N D

BLACKHAWK
6 Bedrooms

4279 Silver Meadow Court $2,988,000
Sun 1-4 Keller Williams, Alberta Peera 997-1435

LIVERMORE
3 Bedrooms

306 Clarke Avenue $369,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel 339-3077

4 Bedrooms

2690 Tuscany Court $1,047,000
Sun 1-4 Prudential Ruby Hill Realty 417-2250

PLEASANTON
5 Bedrooms

1368 Royal Creek Court $1,238,888
Sun 1-4  
Brigitte Huntemann, Keller Williams 260-2508

Get your news delivered 
directly to your inbox

Call (925) 837-8300 to learn 
about advertising options 

in Express.

      Sign up to try                                  at
www.DanvilleWeekly.com

 is a weekly update from the Danville Weekly 

delivered via e-mail every Friday morning.

 provides the perfect quick-read digest of local 

news and events in the Danville area from the last 

week to the next. And all without any 

environmental impact.

You will want       to be in your 

e-mail inbox every Friday morning.

Danville Weekly.com off ers 24/7 coverage 
of everything local:
 

members on Town Square

For an online version with mapping go to:  
www.DanvilleWeekly.com/real_estate

To list your open home please contact  
Tracey Fordahl at (925) 837-8300, ext. 130 

or e-mail: OpenHomes@DanvilleWeekly.com



Camino Ramon & Sycamore Valley Rd, Danville (Just off I-680)

The Rose Garden
Danville

KRV Ride Culture
KRV will appeal to active men, women and children 
of all ages who seek popular brands representing 
a lifestyle centered on action sport activities that 

include skateboarding, snowboarding and surfing. 
www.krv.com

(925) 838-7873

Amici’s East Coast Pizzeria
Amici’s offers authentic thin, crisp-crust pizza and 
a casual Italian menu of freshly made pastas and 

salads, all available for takeout and delivery as well 
as dine-in at this new Danville location. Check out the 

menu or order online at www.amicis.com.
(925) 837-9800

Dog Bone Alley
Dedicated to dogs, cats and the people 

who love them. We offer high quality pet foods, 
collars and leashes from sporty to chic, treats and 

toys to delight your pet, gifts to delight the pet lover. 
Stop by and see us soon. Pets are always welcome. 

Open Mon.-Sat. 10-7 and Sun. 10-6.
(925) 552-0410

Baby and Kids Company
Offering 20-50% off fashionable clothing from infant 
to 4T through December. Finely-crafted crib and twin 

linens, distinctive baby and children’s furnishings, 
timeless toys and books. Come visit Santa and Mrs. 
Claus in our store on Dec 20th from 11-1pm, have 

your photo taken too! Free gift wrapping on all 
purchases. Happy Holidays!

 (925) 552-8151

Stella Luna
Come into our relaxing studio and create your very 
own unique mosaic candle. Choose from a large 

selection of molds, colors and scents. Let Stella Luna 
do all the work for your next party! 

www.stellalunacandles.com
(925) 984-2950

Bittersweet, the Chocolate Café
Bittersweet is delighted to open its third location in 
Danville. Bittersweet offers a full line of artisanal 

chocolates, as well as award-winning drinks, 
milkshakes, coffee, tea, delicious pastries and 

desserts in a congenial atmosphere.
www.bittersweetcafe.com

(925) 837-9900

O’ My Sole
O’ My Sole specializes in fashion and comfort shoes 

to those who seek unique outstanding designs. A large 
selection of product allows our customers to find shoes 
to satisfy the whole family. We invite you to come and 
experience our excellent service and individuality at 
O’ My Sole. Life is too short to wear boring shoes! 

(925) 831-9710

Keller Williams Realty
Keller Williams Danville recently moved to a beautiful 
and spacious new location so we can better serve our 
clients and agents. If you are thinking about buying 

or selling and want a strong national company with a 
dynamic local office, stop by or give us a call. We are 
the 4th largest real estate company in the United States. 

Kristin@KristinWhite.com
(925) 855.8333

Amaranta Cocina Mexicana
Celebrate the diverse regional cuisine of 

Mexico within a vibrant and stylish environment, 
showcasing over 400 100% blue agave tequilas, 
and a spacious outdoor patio lounge. Separate 
“Amaranta Express” To-Go store, monthly tequila 

tasting and an extensive catering menu for all 
special event needs. Happy Hour from Open to 

6pm daily on the patio or at the Bar. 
www.amarantarestaurant.com

(925) 406-4032

Olive Ecofriendly Fashion
OLIVE IS THE NEW GREEN. 

Olive is an environmentally aware boutique which 
believes that in the promotion and consumption of 
fashion one should never have to sacrifice style. 
Fashion with a conscience is how we view our 

products. This chic boutique is a place to expand 
your knowledge of ecofriendly fashion and develop 

your amazing style even further. 
(925) 362-0767

Esin Restaurant & Bar
Esin Restaurant & Bar relocated in July to the Rose 
Garden. The freshly designed dining room offers 

warm, comforting tones & the food is the passion of 
chef & owners Curtis and Esin deCarion. They create 
cuisine that is fresh, seasonal and prepared with great 
care. The fare is American with bits of Meditteranean 

influences. Visit www.esinrestaurant.com
(925) 314-0974


